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THE  DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  imports  into  Canada  for  the  calendar  year  1907,  according  to 
Canadian  government  returns,  aggregated  $372,825,363,  an  increase 
over  the  preceding  year  of  $52,758,155.  Of  this  aggregate  that  por- 
tion received  from  the  United  States  is  placed  at  $222,582,510,  a  gain 
of  $26,455,531  over  the  year  1906,  and  the  portion  received  from  the 
United  Kingdom  is  placed  at  $96,849,024,  a  gain  of  $19,203,450  over 
1906. 

The  exports  of  Ihe  Dominion  for  the  calendar  year  were  valued  at 
$273,325,414,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $3,848,810.  The  exports  to  the 
United  States  are  placed  at  $117,536,727,  an  increase  of  $9,925,339, 
and  to  the  United  Kingdom  $126,347,902,  a  decrease  of  $8,458,288 
compared  with  1906. 

The  importance  and  preponderance  of  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  witlk  the  Dominion  are  shown  in  the  following  table  of  imports 
and  exports  for  the  calendar  yeftr  1907 : 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

ToUl. 

United  States 

$222,682,610 
96.849,024 
63,893,819 

$117,636,727 
126,847.902 
29,440,785 

$840,119,237 

United  Kingdom 

223.196,926 

Other  countries. .  .                                          

82,884,604 

Total      

372,825,353 

273,825,414 

646, 150, 767 



The  total  trade  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908  (unrevised 
figure),  aggregated  $647,389,291,  of  which  $358,373,685  was  imports 
and  $289,016,606  exports.  Compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year 
there  was  an  increase  of  $25,818,940  in  the  total  trade,  of  which  im- 
ports contributed  $18,008,940.  Of  the  total  exports  domestic  products 
constituted  $246,966,968,  an  increase  of  $7,332,000  over  the  preceding 
year.  Comparison  of  imports  with  the  value  of  domestic  products  ex- 
ported shows  that  the  former  exceeded  the  latter  by  $111,406,717.  The 
much  greater  increase  in  imports  over  exports  is  something  the  Cana- 
dian government  is  exceedingly  anxious  to  overcome,  and  it  is  direct- 
ing every  energy  in  that  direction.  In  the  month  of  March  there  was 
a  drop  in  the  value  of  imports,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
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month  of  1907,  from  $36,842,000  to  $30,052,000,  or  about  17  per  cent; 
the  exports  of  domestic  products  for  that  month,  $17,943,487,  repre- 
sented a  gain  of  $2,938,214,  although  the  total  of  the  exports  for  the 
month  fell  $12,108,745  below  the  imports. 

TRADE  WFTH  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Of  the  total  importations  into  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  58.6  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States,  and  26.5  per  cent 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  average  percentage  of  the  imports 
from  the  United  States  in  the  years  1904-1906  was  59.63,  while  the 
average  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  24.57.  The  figures  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  show  a  slight  increase  in  the  percentage  of  imports 
from  Great  Britain  and  a  small  decrease  from  the  United  States. 
Considering  that  the  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  the  United  King- 
dom averaged  about  30  per  cent,  she  made  little  headway  in  competi- 
tion with  the  United  States  in  the  Canadian  market  The  intermedi- 
ate tariff  now  in  existence  in  Canada  gives  an  average  preference  of 
about  15  per  cent  which  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  France  under  the 
new  reciprocity  treaty  recently  negotiated  between  the  two  countries, 
though  Canadian  imports,  to  secure  the  advantage  of  the  lower  rates 
in  France,  have  to  be  shipped  direct  to  that  country,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose an  increased  subsidy  has  been  offered  to  the  British  line  running 
from  Canada  to  France. 

THE  PAYMENT  OF  BOUNTIES,  SUBSIDIES,  ETC. 

The  Canadian  government 'makes  proportionately  a  greater  effort 
by  direct  expenditures  to  increase  its  foreign  trade  than  almost  any 
other  government,  and  it  has  met  with  a  large  degree  of  success.  The 
population  of  the  country  is  now  about  6,500,000,  and  enormous  sums 
are  being  expended  in  the  construction  of  railroads  by  government 
aid,  in  improvements  of  waterways,  in  the  payment  of  bounties  to 
various  industries,  subsidies  to  steamships,  and  in  various  other  ways 
with  a  view  of  developing  the  country. 

Between  1896  and  January  8  of  this  year,  nearly  $11,000,000  was 
paid  in  bounties  to  thirteen  iron  and  steel  companies  in  Quebec,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Ontario,  with  a  view  of  developing  that  industry.  No 
steel  was  made  in  Canada  up  to  1906,  but  the  tariff  rates  imposed  on 
imported  iron  and  steel  and  the  bounties  paid  have  developed  the  in- 
dustry so  that  steel  rails  have  recently  been  produced  to  a  consider- 
able extent  along  with  other  forms  of  steel.  In  addition  to  the  gov- 
ernment aid  provinces  and  many  municipalities  offer  inducements  in 
the  way  of  exemption  from  taxation  and  in  the  payment  of  bonuses 
for  the  establishment  of  new  industries.  The  Dominion  Iron  and 
Steel  Company  was  given  a  site  that  cost  $370,000,  and  freedom  from 
all  municipal  taxes  for  thirty  years.  It  now  has  a  capital  of  nearly 
$35,000,000.    That  is  an  illustration  of  what  has  been  done  with  many 
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other  companies.    That  company  received  $1,223,200  in  bounties  last 
year  and  paid  no  taxes,  municipal,  provincial,  or  Dominion. 

THE   NEW   FRENCH  TREATY — ^AMERICAN   CAPITAL  IN   CANADA. 

The  new  commercial  agreement  with  France,  imder  which  Canadian 
agricultural  machinery  and  other  articles  will  enjoy  special  tariff 
privileges,  has  led  to  preparations  for  an  increase  in  the  production 
of  such  machinery  in  Canada.  Special  Commissioner  Grigg,  sent  to 
Canada  by  the  British  Government  to  investigate  conditions  there, 
reports  to  his  Government  that  an  American  agricultural  machinery 
establislmient  in  Hamilton,  which  is  now  being  enlarged,  when  com- 
pleted will  employ  7,000  hands.  He  says  that  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  prospect  for  the  development  of  the  trade  of  British  makers 
of  agricultural  machinery  in  Canada. 

American  capital  has  taken  a  large  part  in  the  development  of 
Canada.  According  to  a  report  compiled  by  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment 150  important  industries  have  been  established  by  American 
capital,  nearly  all  since  1897.  One-half  of  the  iron  and  steel  indus- 
tries in  some  form  are  provided  with  American  capital,  and  onp- 
fifth  of  the  lumber  and  woodworking  establishments.  The  largest 
steel  plants,  those  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario,  and  at  Sydney,  Nova 
Scotia,  were  both  of  American  promotion.  The  new  iron  and  steel 
plant  which  has  just  gone  into  service  at  Welland,  Ontario,  is 
financed  by  Buffalo  capitalists,  while  the  one  at  Winnipeg,  the  Mani- 
toba Rolling  Mills  Company,  is  operated  by  a  Pennsylvania  com- 
pany. These  Canadian  companies  are  all  independent  of  any  in 
the  United  States.  There  are  American-owned  paint  and  varnish 
works,  glass  and  pottery  works,  binder-twine  factories,  etc.  The  Illi- 
nois Manufacturers'  Association  in  a  report  states  that  122  leading 
concerns  in  the  United  States  have  established  branch  plants  in 
Canada.  Mr.  Grigg,  the  agent  of  the  British  Government,  in  his  re- 
port stated  that  he  had  a  list  of  36  manufacturing  firms  in  Hamilton 
alone  of  which  he  was  assured  that  the  capital,  all  or  in  part,  came 
from  the  United  States.  The  immigration  from  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  the  northwest  provinces,  has  been  a  large  factor  in 
recent  years  in  their  development.  In  1907,  it  is  stated,  58,312  immi- 
grants came  into  Canada  from  the  United  States,  bringing  with  them 
property  of  the  estimated  value  of  $49,000,000. 

IMPORTS    FROM    THE    UNrTED    STATES — RAILROAD    CONSTRUCTION. 

The  investment  of  American  capital  and  the  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation from  the  United  States  contribute  largely  to  the  increased  de- 
mand for  American  products,  and  despite  the  preferential  tariff  in 
favor  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  colonies  the  importations  from 
the  United  States  increase  yearly.  There  was  a  small  falling  off  in 
the  total  imports  from  the  United  States  in  recent  months  as  com- 
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pared  with  the  corresponding  time  a  year  or  more  ago,  but  this  is  due 
to  the  general  depression  in  trade  existing  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Canada.  According  to  Canadian  returns  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  for  the  eleven  months  ending  with  February  aggre- 
gated $192,552,954  as  compared  with  $185,527,153  for  the  correspond- 
ing time  ending  February,  1907.  But  this  includes  coin  and  bullion, 
of  which  the  imports  reached  $5,588,442  for  the  eleven  months  of 
this  year  as  compared  with  $8,729,716  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year. 

In  the  construction  of  new  railroads  a  great  work  in  development 
is  being  carried  on  in  Canada.  With  regard  to  the  amount  of  rail- 
way construction  that  will  be  carried  out  during  the  present  year  a 
number  of  important  announcements  were  made  during  February. 
It  was  estimated  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  $20,000,000  would  be 
spent  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  $25,000,000  by  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  Company,  $10,000,000  by  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  Company,  and  $20,000,000  by  the  commissioner 
of  the  National  Trans-Continental  Railway  Company.  In  the  year 
1907  1,494  miles  of  new  track  were  laid.  The  government  gives 
liberal  aid  to  the  construction  of  the  new  lines  across  the  continent. 
These  roads  are  under  construction  through  hundreds  of  miles  of 
territory  where  there  is  practically  no  population  at  the  present  time, 
but  their  completion  is  expected  to  develop  the  country,  as  has  proved 
to  be  the  case  so  far  in  the  northw^tem  part  of  it.  The  Canadian 
Northern  Railroad  has  begun  the  construction  of  a  road  to  Hudson 
Bay.  It  will  require  the  construction  of  450  miles  of  road  to  connect 
with  Fort  Churchill  and  to  open  a  route  to  Europe  by  way  of  Hud- 
son Bay.  Whether  such  a  route  would  be  practicable  or  not  is  still 
a  mooted  question.  It  could  be  open  only  for  a  limited  number  of 
months,  but  the  Canadian  government  has  intimated  a  willingness 
to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  such  a  route.  If  found  practicable  it 
would  greatly  shorten  the  distance  to  Europe  from  the  northwestern 
provinces  and  would  tend  to  promote  trade  with  foreign  countries. 

IMPROVING  THE  WATERWAYS — GEORGIAN  BAY  CANAL. 

In  the  development  of  waterways  Canada  has  made  liberal  ex- 
penditures, nearly  $100,000,000,  for  canals,  and  is  still  increasing 
rather  than  diminishing  such  expenditures.  The  tonnage  of  the 
largest  ocean  vessels  coming  to  Montreal,  which  is  1,000  miles  from 
the  sea,  has  more  than  doubled  in  ten  years.  The  St  Lawrence  River 
between  Montreal  and  Quebec,  originally  10  feet  deep,  by  dredging, 
at  the  cost  of  $10,000,000,  now  has  a  30- foot  depth,  which  the  govern- 
ment proposes  to  make  34  feet,  although  Montreal's  harbor  is  closed 
for  five  months  of  the  year.  A  government  comnlission  has  recently 
reported  in  favor  of  making  Montreal  a  free  port,  and  so  providing 
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for  the  con^ruction  of  additional  grain  elevators  by  the  government, 
and  of  a  drydock  at  least  1,000  feet  long,  and  other  improvements 
of  a  like  nature,  including  the  deepening* of  the  river  to  Quebec  to 
40  feet.  The  government  has  made  the  necessary  appropriation  for 
increasing  the  depth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  34  feet,  and  it  is  cal- 
culated that  about  $1,000,000  annually  will  be  spent  for  that  purpose 
for  the  next  five  years,  when  the  work  will  be  completed.  During  the 
past  year  Montreal  shipped  25  per  cent  more  grain  and  flour  abroad 
than  during  the  previous  year,  although  1906  was  the  record  year 
up  to  that  time  in  its  commercial  history. 

The  government  proposes  to  construct  a  ship  canal  to  connect 
Georgian  Bay,  on  Lake  Huron,  with  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  which 
would  greatly  increase  the  conmierce  of  Montreal.  This  Georgian 
Bay  Canal  is  to  be  20  feet  deep  and  run  by  way  of  the  French  and 
Ottawa  rivers.  The  Dominion  government  has  already  spent 
$500,000  on  surveys.  The  waterway  will  be  425  miles  long,  with  30 
or  40  locks.  Many  existing  waterways  will  be  utilized.  The  canal 
proper,  by  which  is  meant  such  conditions  as  will  require  low  speed, 
will  have  an  aggregate  length  of  only  32  miles,  and  in  practice  the 
disadvantages  inherent  in  an  artificial  canal,  according  to  a  govern- 
ment report,  will  hardly  exist.  It  is  estimated  that  grain  can  be 
carried  from  Chicago  to  Montreal  by  this  route  at  3  cents  a  bushel, 
as  compared  with  4J  cents  at  American  ports.  While  the  canal 
has  not  actually  been  authorized,  it  is  believed  from  what  has 
been  done  already  that  it  will  be  constructed  at  a  comparatively 
early  date.  This  Georgian  Bay  Canal  will  shorten  the  distance  from 
Lake  Huron  to  Montreal  by  300  miles  and  avoid  the  navigation  of 
Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  and  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  above  Mon- 
treal, and  would  naturally,  during  the  part  of  the  year  while  it 
would  be  open,  attract  a  large  volume  of  traffic.  About  60,000,000 
tons  of  products  are  carried  eastward  over  the  lakes  each  year,  of 
which  Canadian  vessels  now  carry  less  than  3  per  cent. 

AID  TO  STEA3ISHIP  LINES — THE  ALL.  RED  ROUTE. 

In  subsidizing  steamship  lines  Canada  has  opened  new  routes  for 
its  foreign  trade  and,  according  to  the  general  belief  in  Canada,  added 
very  considerably  to  the  development  of  the  country.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railroad  is  an  illustration  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  aid  of  the  government  in  developing  both  railway  and  steamship 
lines.  This  company  has  a  mileage  of  10,138,  iniiluding  branches 
under  construction,  and  it  has  two  railways  in  the  United  States  with 
a  mileage  of  2,476.  It  has  21  large  steamers  on  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific,  and  31  in  the  coast,  lake,  and  river  service.  It  has  large 
hotels,  owns  its  own  sleeping  and  parlor  cars,  and  is  now  greatly 
extending  its  route.    The  government  liberally  subsidizes  the  rail- 
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road  company's  steamships  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  and  gave  the 
company  a  great  deal  of  land  as  well  as  financial  support  in  the  con- 
struction of  its  rail  route,  and  is  doing  the  same  thing  in  connection 
with  other  railroads  and  steamship  lines. 

One  large  project  now  under  consideration,  and  which  has  been 
much  discussed,  is  what  is  called  the  "All  Red  Route"  between 
Great  Britain,  New  Zealand,  and  Australia,  by  way  of  Canada.  It 
is  proposed  to  subsidize  fast  steamers  so  as  to  cover  the  distance  be- 
tween Liverpool  and  Canada  and  across  the  continent  by  rail  to 
Vancouver  on  the  Pacific  in  a  little  over  eight  days,  and  from  Van- 
couver to  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  in  eighteen  days  at  the  most. 
This  would  save  ten  days  to  New  Zealand  from  Liverpool  and  two 
days  to  Australia,  would  provide  the  government  with  fast  armed 
cruisers,  and,  according  to  theory,  add  greatly  to  the  commercial  ex- 
pansion of  the  various  countries  concerned.  A  committee  appointed 
by  the  Imperial  Government  is  now  examining  the  question,  but  New 
Zealand  and  Australia  would  have  to  combine  with  Canada  and  the 
British  Government  in  providing  the  necessary  subsidy,  and  it  is 
not  regarded  as  probable  that  the  line  could  be  made  to  pay,  though 
it  might  aid  in  the  development  of  the  countries  concerned.  Canada 
subsidizes  a  steamship  line  to  the  West  Indies  and  another  one  to 
South  America  on  the  Pacific  coast,  a  line  to  France  in  addition  to 
the  Pacific  line  to  Australia  and  Asia,  and  one  to  the  United  King- 
dom. Great  Britain  aids  in  subsidizing  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
lines. 

SHIPBUILDING  DOES  NOT  PROSPER  BECAUSE  OF  BRITISH  COMPETITION. 

A  very  ambitious  project  for  improving  Montreal's  harbor  is  now 
being  carried  into  effect,  and  the  liberal  subsidies  of  the  government 
in  such  undertakings  seem  to  meet  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
Canadian  people.  Shipbuilding  in  Canada,  however,  has  not  pros- 
pered. The  Collingwood  Shipbuilding  Yard,  the  largest  in  the 
country,  was  closed  last  winter,  but  opened  in  March  with  a  $500,000 
contract  for  a  lake  steamer  with  a  displacement  of  6,500  tons.  There 
are  two  shipyards  at  Toronto,  one  at  Collingwood,  and  a  fourth  at 
Bridgeburg  on  the  Niagara  River.  Nearly  all  of  these  yards  suffer 
because  of  the  free  admission  into  Canada  of  British-built  ships.  Of 
the  four  yards  only  one  was  continually  at  work  throughout  the 
winter.  There  is  a  large  drydock  at  the  Collingwood  yard  to  which 
the  Dominion  government  pays  an  annual  subsidy  based  on  the  first 
cost  of  the  undertaking.  The  superintendent  of  the  Collingwood 
yard  stated  recently  that  none  of  the  shipyards  in  Ontario  had  made 
any  money,  and  he  attributed  this  lack  of  financial  success  to  the  fact 
that  Canadian  lake  shipbuilders  had  to  contend  with  the  free  im- 
portation of  British-built  vessels.    He  stated  that  the  Collingwood 
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company  had  offered  to  build  two  steamers  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  at  cost  plus  5  per  cent,  but  the  railway  company 
found  that  it  could  do  better  by  having  the  work  done  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  During  the  lake  season  of  1907  there  were  nearly  180 
British-built  vessels  of  one  class  or  another  in  the  business  between 
the  various  Canadian  lake  ports.  The  Canadian  government  is  con- 
sidering the  question  of  aiding  these  Canadian  shipyards  so  as  to 
build  up  a  modern  Canadian  merchant  marine. 

DECLINE  OF  THE   WOOLEN   INDUSTRY — THE  DUTY  ON   COAL. 

Some  of  the  other  Canadian  industries  suffer  because  of  the  pref- 
erential tariff  rates  in  favor  of  British  products,  which  have  struck 
a  particularly  hard  blow  at  the  Canadian  woolen  manufacturers.  In 
1900  there  were  157  woolen  mills  and  6  mills  making  woolen  yam,  all 
employing  a  capital  of  $10,000,000.  In  1905  the  census  showed  only 
103  woolen  mills  and  3  making  yarn,  with  a  capital  of  less  than 
$7,000,000.  There  was  a  decrease  of  2,196  workers  in  the  woolen  mills 
in  five  years,  but  the  imports  of  woolen  manufactures  increased  from 
$9,973,307  in  1900  to  $21,213,234  in  the  fiscal  year  of  1908.  This  was 
the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  one-third  of  the  regular  tariff  rates  on 
the  imports  of  woolen  goods  from  Great  Britain.  In  190G  the  rate 
of  importation  of  woolen  goods  was  equal  to  $2.68  per  capita  of  the 
population  of  Canada,  allowing  it  to  be  6,500,000,  as  compared  witli 
26  cents  per  capita  of  the  90,000,000  in  the  United  States.  The  prod- 
uct of  the  Canadian  woolen  mills  amounted  to  90  cents  per  capita 
while  that  of  the  United  States  amounted  to  $3.40  per  capita.  The 
Canadian  manufacturers  are  making  a  great  effort  to  secure  increased 
protection,  but  so  far  without  success. 

Duty  on  coal  imported  into  Canada  is  a  great  handicap  to  the  in- 
crease in  manufactures.  Last  year  2,756,332  tons  of  anthracite  coal 
were  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  that  was  admitted  free 
of  duty ;  but  on  bituminous  coal,  which  is  that  used  for  manufactur- 
ing, there  is  an  import  duty  of  53  cents  a  ton  when  coming  from  the 
United  States,  which  is  the  only  available  source  of  supply  for 
Ontario,  and  the  importations  of  dutiable  coal  reached  the  valuation 
of  about  $15,000,000.  There  is  bituminous  coal  in  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick,  and  in  the  Far  West,  but  it  is  not  available  to  the  Ontario 
market  owing  to  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
53  cents  duty  is  a  drawback  to  the  Canadian  manufacturer. 

ELECTRICAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

Canada  is  making  a  rapid  development  of  electric  power,  and  it 
will  have  from  Niagara,  when  the  works  are  completed,  400,000 
horsepower  for  distribution  as  compared  with  300,000  horsepower 
on  the  American  side.    It  is  proposed  to  carry  this  power  as  far  west 
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as  London,  Ontario,  119  mil^  and  to  supply  the  various  towns  on 
the  route.  The  census  of  production  shows  that  the  amount  invested 
under  the  head  of  "  electric  light  and  power  "  in  1900  was  $11,891,025 
and  in  1905,  $80,393,445.  This  power  is  expected  to  add  greatly  to 
the  increase  of  manufacturing.  The  value  of  the  products  of  the 
manufacturers  in  Canada  in  1901  was  $481,053,575  and  in  1905,  $718,- 
352,603,  showing  a  rapid  development. 

The  importations  of  electric  apparatus  aggregated  $3,459,000  in 
1906,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  $3,349,298  and  the  United 
Kingdom  $73,945.  The  proportion  from  the  two  countries  is  about 
the  same  for  the  fiscal  year  1908.  The  same  conditions  obtain  in 
regard  to  many  other  imports,  but  of  textiles,  woolens  in  particular, 
and  cotton,  flax,  hemp,  and  jute,  44  per  cent  of  the  importations  come 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  all  textiles  imported  the  United 
States  supplies  only  12  per  cent.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  preferen- 
tial tariff  in  favor  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  advantages  con- 
cerning packing,  etc.,  which  foreign  manufacturers  are  said  to  possess 
over  those  of  the  United  States  in  some  other  countries,  apparently 
do  not  exist  in  Canada.  Mr.  Grigg,  the  special  agent  of  the  British 
Government,  in  his  report,  says:  "American  packing  of  the  goods 
imported  into  Canada  is  better  than  that  of  the  British,  the  terms  of 
credit  are  more  advantageous  to  the  Canadian,  and  the  currency  is 
the  same,  but  this  does  not  enable  the  American  manufacturers  to  sup- 
ply any  great  proportion  of  textile  goods." 

BRITISH  HATS  TAKE  THE  LEAD — ALSO  COTTONS. 

At  one  time  twice  as  many  American  hats  as  those  of  British  make 
were  sold  in  Canada,  but  now  the  situation  is  practically  reversed. 
This  is  said  to  be  due  to  better  workmanship  on  the  part  of  the 
British  manufacturers.  Automobiles,  motor  boats,  etc.,  as  well  as 
bicycles,  are  principally  from  the  United  States.  Last  year  there 
was  imported  $296,487  worth  of  salt  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
only  $66,674  from  the  United  States.  During  the  fiscal  year  of  1906 
dutiable  machinery  other  than  agricultural  imported  was  of  the  value 
of  $6,900,000,  and  of  that  $6,275,000  came  from  the  United  States. 
Of  manufactures  of  cotton  Great  Britain  supplied  in  the  last  fiscal 
year  over  five  times  as  much  in  value  as  did  the  United  States, 
although  the  cotton  is  grown  in  this  country  and  the  transportation 
facilities  are  in  our  favor. 

Jewelry  and  boots  and  shoes  come  largely  from  the  United  States. 
Iron  and  steel  manufactures  are  also  supplied  from  this  country  to 
an  extent  three  times  as  great  as  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
same  is  true  of  metals,  minerals,  and  manufactures  of  them  in  general. 
Paints  and  manufactures  thereof,  imported  into  Canada  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  $4,000,000,  are  secured  very  largely  from  the  United  States, 
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and  of  wood  and  manufactures  thereof  this  country  supplied  last 
year  about  $12,000,000  worth,  but  when  it  comes  to  clothing,  wool, 
and  parts  thereof,  cloth,  fabrics,  knitted  goods,  hosiery,  etc.,  Great 
Britain  supplied  $17,000,000  worth  while  the  United  States  furnished 
only  $875,000  worth, 

INCBEASED   CX)ST  OF  LIVINO. 

In  a  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Canadian  civil  service, 
recently  presented  to  Parliament,  the  commissioners  held  that  the 
increased  cost  of  living  justifies  an  augmentation  of  salaries  in 
Canada,  and  recommends  for  eastern  Canada  an  increase  of  15  per 
cent  on  salaries  under  $1,500  a  year  and  12^  per  cent  on  salaries  above 
that  amount.  In  western  Canada  advances  are  proposed  of  25  per 
cent  and  20  per  cent,  respectively.  This  complaint  of  the  increased 
cost  of  living  is  quite  general  in  Canada,  and  is  attributable  in  part 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  gradual  equalization  to  the  cost  in  the 
United  States.  This  will  make  it  easier  in  time  for  United  States 
manufacturers  to  compete  in  the  Canadian  market,  though  the  tend- 
ency in  that  country  is  toward  an  increase  in  the  tariff  rates.  There 
was  a  net  increase  of  174  labor  organizations  in  Canada  in  1907,  which 
indicates  the  growing  strength  of  workingmen. 

The  value  of  mineral  production  in  Cadada  for  the  year  1D07, 
according  to  the  unrevised  figures,  was  $86,183,477,  an  increase  of 
$6,183,000  over  the  previous  year.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
production  of  copper  and  a  decrease  of  nearly  $4,000,000  in  the  output 
of  gold.  Coal,  which  figures  in  the  mineral  products,  increased 
in  value  from  $19,945,032  in  1906  to  $24,560,238  in  1907,  and  petro- 
leum from  $761,760  to  $1,057,088.  The  climatic  conditions  handi- 
capped the  crops  in  the  northwest  last  year.  Saskatchewan,  for  in- 
stance, had  418,000  more  acres  under  cultivation  than  in  the  previous 
year,  but  produced  9,284,000  less  bushels  of  grain.  Similar  conditions 
prevailed  in  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  Consul  Jones,  of  Winnipeg,  says  that  while  the  wheat 
produced  now  is  about  100,000,000  bushels,  it  is  expected  soon  to  reach 
150,000,000.  That  is  an  illustration  of  the  rapid  development  of  the 
northwest 

Canada  keeps  customs  officials  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  determining  how  much  the  consumption 
value  is  of  the  goods  consmned  in  this  country,  with  a  view  of  pre- 
venting "  dumping  "  into  Canada.  These  Canadian  officials  report 
that  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
one  hundred  show  their  books  without  any  objection.  The  Canadian 
government  keeps  commercial  representatives  in  various  foreign 
countries  to  report  the  trade  conditions,  and  this,  the  government 
reports,  shows  good  results.    Canada  wants  consular  representativei^ 
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and  has  taken  steps  toward  securing  them.  The  British  government 
contemplates  the  appointment  of  commericial  correspondents  in  Can- 
ada, which  it  holds  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  work  of  the  American 
consuls  in  that  country. 

Despite  the  great  industrial  and  metallurgical  activity  of  1907, 
Nova  Scotia  showed  a  decline  in  the  output  of  coal  in  that  year  as 
compared  with  1906.  This  was  said  to  be  due,  in  part,  to  labor  diffi- 
culties and  the  bad  season. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  CANADA. 

By  Consul-Genebal  John  G.  Foster,  Ottawa. 

The  negotiation  of  a  commercial  treaty  with  France,  the  regula- 
tion of  immigration,  and  the  establishment  at  Ottawa  oi  a  branch  of 
the  Eoyal  Mint  for  the  purpose  of  coining  money  in  Canada  were 
incidents  of  the  year  1907  of  special  importance.  In  spite  of  the 
somewhat  depressing  influence  of  a  partial  failure  of  crops  in  the 
northwest  and  general  financial  stringency  in  the  autumn  months,  con- 
siderable material  advance  was  made  throughout  the  Dominion,  and 
the  twelve  months  of  1907  may  be  Considered  to  have  been  fairly  pros- 
perous, although  in  a  somewhat  less  degree  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  studying  the  financial  situation  the  Canadian  banking  system 
has  again  demonstrated  its  usefulness  and  efficiency.  One  of  the  char- 
tered oanks,  with  a  capital  of  $4,000,000,  went  into  liquidation  during 
the  year,  but  the  depositors  and  note  holders  of  the  institution  were 
protected  from  any  loss  and  even  from  inconvenience  through  the 
action  of  the  other  banks  in  guaranteeing  the  deposits  and  redeeming 
the  circulation. 

BANKING  CAPITAL COMMERCIAL  FAILURES. 

On  December  31,  1907,  the  capital  of  the  35  chartered  banks 
amounted  to  $95,995,482  and  their  surplus  to  $70,901,232,  making  a 
total  banking  capital  of  $166,896,714;  their  deposits  by  the  public, 
payable  in  Canada,  amounted  to  $559,811,490;  their  note  circulation 
was  $77,509,398.  On  November  30,  1907,  in  the  month  of  greatest 
money  stringency,  the  circulation  was  $84,452,899,  or  something  more 
than  $11,000,000  under  the  maximum  amount  which  could  be  issued. 
On  January  31. 1908,  the  circulation  had  been  reduced  to  $66,871,378. 
The  number  or  branches  of  the  chartered  banks  now  in  Canada  is 
1.841;  in  Newfoundland,  5;  elsewhere,  41;  total,  1,887.  The  bank 
clearings  in  each  of  the  11  largest  cities  showed  marked  increase 
during  1907,  the  total  for  the  year  being  $4,208,940,996,  as  compared 
with  $3,925,530,309  for  the  year  1906.  The  amount  of  specie  held  by 
the  banks  on  December  31^  1907,  was  $25,119,474;  the  amount  of 
specie  held  by  the  Dominion  government  on  the  same  date  was 
$39,685,828,  making  the  total  amount  of  specie  in  Canada  approxi- 
mately $64,804,302,  or  a  little  over  $10  per  capita  of  population. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Canada  did  a  very  large  amount  of  business 
on  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  money  of  ultimate  redemption. 
The  amount  of  Dominion  notes  issued  by  the  Canadian  government 
and  based  upon  government  specie  amoimted  on  December  31,  1907, 
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to  $62,626,368.  According  to  Diin's  report  the  commercial  failures 
in  Canada  for  the  year  1907  numbered  1,278,  against  1,184  in  1906. 
The  liabilities  were  $13,221,259  against  $9,085,773.  Manufacturing 
failures  were  393  in  number  and  $6,667,452  in  amount,  against  293 
failures  with  liabilities  of  $3,482,511  lor  the  preceding  year.  Failures 
in  the  province  of  Quebec  aggregate  about  $2,000,0(K)  more  than  for 
the  preceding  year,  and  in  Ontario  the  excess  was  almost  as  great. 
Small  increases  in  liabilities  were  noted  in  Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Alberta,  while  liabilities  were  less  than  in  the  previous 
year  in  the  provinces  of  British  Columbia,  Manitoba,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island. 

PUBLIC   DEBT — ^BOUNTY   PAYMENTS — IMMIGRATION. 

The  total  gross  debt  of  Canada  on  December  31,  1906,  was  $382,- 
539,370,  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1907  it  had  increased  to 
$386,377,751.  The  total  net  debt  on  these  two  dates  was  $253,997,741 
and  $253,743,453,  respectively.  The  revenues  for  the  nine  months 
from  April  1  to  December  31^  1907,  amounted  to  $73,755,958,  against 
$64,685,y53  for  the  same  period  of  1906.  The  expenditures  for  the 
nine  months  of  1907  amounted  to  $65,939,052,  of  which  $45,667,086 
was  on  consolidated-fund  account  and  $19,271,966  on  capital  account, 
as  against  $37,050,110  and  $9,652,914,  respectively,  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  previous  year.  The  bounty  pavments  during 
the  year  1907  on  articles  produced  in  Canada  amounted  to  $2^758,346, 
of  which  pig  iron  represented  $793,005;  steel,  $1,099,873;  wire  rods, 
$412,417;  crude  petroleum  $414,158,  and  manila  fiber,  $38,893.  The 
steamship  subsidies  amounted  during  the  year  to  $1,561,287. 

The  number  of  immigrants  in  1907  was  277,376,  of  whom  56,690 
came  from  the  United  States  and  132,060  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  arrivals  from  Japan  numbered  7,808 ;  China,  1,533,  and  from  the 
East  Indies  2,415. 

LAND   SETTLEMENT — AGRICULTURE. 

The  number  of  homestead  entries  made  during  the  calendar  year 
1907  was  29,414,  of  which  number  8,083  were  made  by  Americans. 
This  was  a  net  decrease  of  12,598  as  compared  with  1906.  The  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  Railway  Company  has  announced  that  it  will  put 
sixty-two  town  sites  west  of  Winnipeg  on  sale  simultaneously  in 
1908.  At  the  divisional  points  the  prices  of  town  lots  will  range 
from  $100  to  $500 ;  at  other  places  the  range  of  prices  will  be  much 
lower.  The  lots  are  to  be  allotted  in  the  order  of  precedence  of  ap- 
plications, and  it  is  reported  that  many  prospective  purchasers  have 
already  sent  in  applications  for  lots.  At  Prmce  Rupert,  the  Pacific 
terminal  of  the  railway,  it  is  announced  that  the  lots  will  be  sold 
next  September,  probably  at  auction. 

The  principal  grain  crops  of  the  Dominion  for  1907  are  estimated 
by  the  department  of  agriculture,  in  bushels,  as  follows:  Wheat, 
95,453,272;  oats,  242,104^70,  and  barley,  49,730,698.  It  is  generally 
understood  that  the  quality  of  the  grain,  particularly  wheat,  was  not 
as  good  as  usual  in  the  west,  and  on  that  account  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment has  received  authority  from  Parliament  to  make  a  loan  of 
$2,850,000  for  the  purchase  of  seed  grain  to  the  provinces  of  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan,  ana  Manitoba. 
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VALUE  or   MINERAL  PRODUCTION — FISHERIES. 

The  value  of  the  metallic  minerals  in  1907  was  $42,434,087,  which 
includes  pig  iron  made  from  Canadian  ore  to  the  value  of  $1,982^07« 
but  does  not  include  pig  iron  made  from  imported  ore  to  the  value  of 
$7,142,919.  The  gold  production  amounted  to  $8,264,765;  nickel, 
$9,535,407,  and  silver,  $8,329,221.  The  nonmetallic  minerals 
amounted  to  $31,217,060,  of  which  $24,560,228  represented  the  value 
of  coal.  Structural  material  and  clay  products  amounted  to  $12,- 
232,330.  The  total  estimated  value  of  all  mineral  products  for  the 
year  was  placed  at  $86,183,477,  as  compared  with  $79,057^08  for  the 
year  1906. 

The  returns  from  247  shipping  mines  in  the  cobalt  district,  On- 
tario, showed  the  ore  shipped  as  approximately  14,557  tons,  contain- 
ing 9,914,056  ounces  of  silver.  The  aggregate  production  of  copper 
in  1907  was  57,381,746  pounds,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent  over  1906. 
The  production  of  lead  ore,  matte,  etc.,  amounted  to  47,565,000 
pounas,  valued  at  $2,532,836,  a  decrease  of  nearly  13  per  cent.  No 
bounty  was  paid  on  lead  ore  during  1907. 

The  total  value  of  the  catch  of  fish  in  1907  was  $26,379,485.  an  in- 
crease of  $129,485  over  1906.  The  value  by  provinces  was  as  loUows : 
Nova  Scotia,  $17,799,160;  British  Columbia,  $7,003,347;  New  Bruns- 
wick, $4,905,225;  Quebec,  $2,175,035;  Ontario,  $1,734,856;  Prmce 
Edward  Island,  $1,168,939;  and  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Al- 
berta, $1,492,923.    The  total  catch  in  1906  amounted  to  $26,250,000. 

GEORGIAN  BAY  CANAL — ^RADLWAY  STATISTICS. 

An  interim  report  of  the  Georgian  Bay  Canal  Survey  dealing  with 
the  canalization  of  the  French  Kiver  from  Georgian  Bay  to  North 
Bay,  a  distance  of  81  miles,  has  been  presented  to  Parliament.  The 
approximate  cost  of  this  section  of  the  canal,  according  to  the  engi- 
neer's figures,  is  $13,700,589.  This  is  calculated  on  the  basis  or  a 
ship  canal  of  a  depth  of  22  feet  with  lift  locks  varying  from  22  to  24 
feet.  The  whole  length  of  the  proposed  waterway  from  Georgian 
Bay  to  Montreal  will  be  440  miles. 

The  total  railway  mileage  of  Canada,  including  double  tracks, 
sidings,  etc.,  is  at  present  27,611  miles;  the  addition  made  during  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1907,  was  1,423  miles,  which  includes  324  miles 
of  new  double  track.  Of  the  total  mileage  Ontario  has  7,637,  Quebec 
3,515,  and  Manitoba  3,074.  Canada  has  one  mile  of  railway  for  every 
289  inhabitants  and  for  every  161  square  miles  of  area.  The  total 
capital  invested  in  Canada  railways  is  placed  by  the  controller  of 
railway  statistics  at  $1,171,937,808. 

Durmg  the  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  traffic  in  freight  showed  an 
increase  of  5,899,422  tons  over  the  preceding  year,  and  the  number 
of  passengers  carried  increased  by  4,147,537.  The  total  number  of 
tons  of  freight  carried  was  63,866,135;  total  number  of  passengers 
carried  was  32,137,319.  The  total  gross  railway  earnings  of  the 
year  were  $146,738,214,  representing  an  increase  of  over  17  per  cent 
upon  the  earnings  of  1906.  Operating  expenses  amounted  to  $103,- 
748,672,  an  increase  of  over  19  per  cent  upon  the  operating  expenses 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  proportion  of  operating  expenses  was 
70.70  per  cent 
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The  868  miles  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  between  Monc- 
ton  and  Winnipeg  are  now  under  contract  for  construction ;  tenders 
for  365  miles  aaditional  have  been  received,  leaving  581  miles  still  to 
be  tendered  for.  The  reports  from  contractors'now  at  work  indicate 
that  excellent  progress  is  being  made.  The  supply  of  labor  is  better 
than  it  has  been  for  many  months.  During  the  coming  summer  it  is 
expected  that  between  20,000  and  30,000  men  will  l^  at  work  on 
various  contracts  on  this  railway.  Rails  have  been  laid  for  only  a 
very  short  distance,  but  it  is  understood  that  nearly  800  miles  of  \he 
route  have  been  practically  graded. 

VALUES  OF  PRODUCTION. 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  values  of  produc- 
tion in  the  Dominion  in  the  years  1901  and  1906 : 


CUssea. 


1901. 


1906. 


FoodprodnctB.......... 

TextllcB 

Iron  and  steel  produc ts 

Timber  and  lumber  and  remanuiacturcs 

Leather  and  flniahed  products 

Paper  and  printing 

liquors  and  bey eragee 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Clay,  glass,  and  stone  products 

Metals  and  metal  products  other  than  steel . 

Tobacco  and  man  nf  ac  tu  res 

Vehicles  for  land  transportation 

Vessels  for  water  transportation 

Hand  trades 

Miscellaneous  industries 


$1' 


'02,820 
24,839 
78.402 
41.204 
20,513 
^,028 
91,700 
87.800 

-18,682 

,61,261 

02,112 

in,  605 
43,668 
99.829 

107,212 


1173,860,481 

85,982,979 

58,125,265 

112,494,072 

42,132,007 

83, 738, 772 

14,894,319 

15,703.306 

13,986,000 

50,828,968 

15,274,923 

37,396,302 

1,943,195 

1,698,195 

66,294,869 


Total i    481,058,375 


718,352,603 


The  Lake  Superior  Corporation  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario, 
reports  a  good  volume  of  orders  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
one  being  for  50,000  tons  of  85-ton  steel  rails  for  the  Canadian  Paci- 
fic Railway.  The  company's  daily  output  at  present  is  claimed  to 
be  800  tops  of  steel  rails  and  500  tons  of  pig  iron. 

The  year's  output  of  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  at 
Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  is  given  as  follows  in  tons:  Iron  ore,  593,000; 
limestone,  352,600;  coke,  409,000;  pig  iron,  256,500;  steel  ingots, 
270,600;  steel  blooms,  237,500 ;  steel  billets,  71,000;  rails,  129,000;  steel 
rods,  64,500;  sulphate  of  ammonia,  1,500;  granulated  slag,  17,000, 
and  4,378,000  gallons  of  tar. 

PUBLIC  OWNERSHIP   MOVEMENT. 

The  public  ownership  movement  in  Canada  has  been  specially 
illustrated  by  the  purchase  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  system 
in  Manitoba  and  by  the  votes  of  a  considerable  number  oi  municipali- 
ties in  Ontario  to  establish  municipal  light  and  power  plants  in  con- 
nection with  the  hydro-electric  project  which  the  provmcial  legisla- 
ture recently  made  provision  for.  The  Province  of  Manitoba  is  to 
pay  the  Bell  Telepnone  Company  $3,300,000  for  its  business  and 
plant  and  $100,000  for  supplies  and  equipment.  On  December  10. 
1907,  there  were  said  to  be  14,195  telephones  in  the  Province  oi 
Manitoba. 
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The  hydro-electric  power  commission  in  Ontario  is  provided  by 
law  with  means  for  the  cooperation  with  it  of  towns  and  cities  in 
the  development  and  transmission  of  electric  power.  A  municipal 
corporation  may  apply  to  the  commission  for  the  transmission  of 
electric  power  or  ener^,  and  the  commission  is  thereupon  authorized 
to  furnish  estimates  oi  the  cost,  and  a  contract  may  be  made  on  the 
passing  of  a  by-law  by  the  electors  of  the  municipalitv.  The  com- 
mission is  authorized  to  supply  power  to  railways  and  distributing 
companies.  A  recent  summarv  of  the  work  of  the  commission  shows 
that  71  municipalities  have  asked  for  a  supply  of  power  and  that  21 
municipalities  nave  passed  by-laws  to  that  effect.  Only  one  contract 
has  thus  far  been  made.  The  estimates  of  prices  so  far  quoted  range 
from  a  minimum  of  $14.16  to  a  maximum  of  $29.50  per  horsepower, 
according  to  the  amount  of  power  required,  distance  of  transmis- 
sion, etc. 

The  commission  is  said  to  have  a  contract  with  one  of  the  Niagara 
power  companies  for  a  supply  of  35,000  horsepower,  at  the  rate  of 
|l0.40  per  horsepower  per  annum.  The  city  of  Ottawa  has  obtained 
from  the  commission  1,500  horsepower  at  $15  per  horsepower.  The 
power  for  this  contract  is  generated  from  the  Ottawa  River. 

LABOR  AND  INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  industrial  investigation  act  of  Canada  has  been  in  operation 
about  one  year  and  the  Tabor  department  considers  that  it  has  thus 
far  proved  successful.  Thirty  applications  for  investigation  have 
been  acted  upon  by  the  department  and  in  one  case  onlv  has  a  settle- 
ment of  the  matter  in  dispute  failed  to  follow  the  publication  of  the 
findings  of  the  conciliation  board.  An  order  in  council  requires  that 
fair  wage  schedules,  showing  the  wages  to  be  paid  by  government 
contractors,  shall  be  posted  on  all  public  works  in  course  of  erection 
under  contract  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  order  in  council. 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  labor  and  industrial  conditions  in 
Canada  during  the  calendar  year  1907.  as  it  appeared  in  the  Labor 
Gazette  for  January,  1908 : 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  1907  the  general  prosperity  of  trade 
and  industry  and  the  very  active  conditions  of  employment,  which  were  more 
pronounced  In  1906  than  In  any  previous  year  In  the  history  of  the  Dominion, 
were  continued  without  abatement.  A  somewhat  late  spring,  following  ui)on 
a  severe  winter  In  western  Canada,  delayed  the  opening  of  the  season  of 
activity;  but  the  extensive  railway  construction  operations  projected  and  the 
rapid  progress  of  settlement  in  the  northwest  provinces  (Immigration  being 
heavier  than  In  any  previous  year  and  reaching  the  approximate  total  of 
300,000  arrivals)  created  a  demand  for  labor  that  was  for  some  months  con- 
siderably In  excess  of  the  supply.  Accompanying  these  conditions  there  was 
a  continued  expansion  in  almost  every  branch  of  trade  and  Industry,  the 
effects  of  which  were  felt,  directly  or  Indirectly,  In  almost  every  section  of 
Canada.  Prices  and  wages  which  were  steadily  upward  in  1906  reached  still 
higher  levels  In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1907.  With  the  close  of  the  summer 
season,  however,  a  growing  stringency  in  the  money  markets  of  the  world  began 
to  be  felt  In  Canada,  in  the  way  of  checking  the  rapid  Increase  In  production 
and  equipment  which  had  been  uninterrupted  for  some  time  before.  The  yield 
of  wheat  and  grains  In  the  northwest  provinces  and  In  Ontario  also  showed 
a  falling  off  as  compared  with  1906,  and  although  the  Atlantic  fisheries  and  the 
coal  mines  had  an  exceptionally  busy  year,  with  labor  in  active  demand,  and 
though  the  volume  of  traflSc  and  the  earnings  of  railway  companies  were  the 
largest  ever  recorded,  the  output  of  manufactured  goods  and  of  various  metals 
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was  less  in  the  closing  months  of  the  year  than  at  the  corresponding  season  of 
1906. 

The  lumbering  Industry,  both  in  British  Columbia  and  in  Ontario  and  the 
eastern  province^,  was  also  quiet  throughout  the  autumn  with  preparations 
under  way  for  a  smaller  cut  than  last  year.  With  the  close  of  the  season  of 
outdoor  activity  more  than  the  usual  number  of  unemployed  were  reported  in 
certain  of  the  larger  centers,  including  Toronto,  Hamilton,  London,  Winnipeg, 
and  Vancouver,  though  the  prolongation  of  mild  weather  in  western  Canada 
enabled  an  unusually  large  amount  of  work  to  be  completed  in  preparation  for 
the  season  of  1908.  During  the  closing  weeks  of  the  year  there  was  a  notice- 
able Improvement  in  the  general  tone  of  the  labor  market  and  in  industrial 
and  commercial  circles  following  upon  somewhat  easier  financial  conditions. 
It  was  remarked  that  although  collections  were  somewhat  slow  in  December, 
as  compared  with  1906,  the  turnover  of  holiday  goods  was  as  large  in  many 
sections  as  in  the  phenomenal  season  of  the  preceding  year.  The  foreign  and 
domestic  trade  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  revenues  of  the  Dominion  and 
provincial  governments  and  other  public  bodies,  as  well  as  the  profits  of  banks, 
loan  companies,  etc.,  were  heavier  than  in  any  previous  year  in  Canada.  The 
outlook  for  1908  was  regarded  as  very  favorable  in  view  of  the  large  amount 
of  railway  construction  and  other  work  in  progress,  the  vast  extent  of  land 
still  unoccupied  in  western  Canada,  and  the  prevailing  opinion  that  the  money 
shortage  would  be  overcome. 

LARGE    INCREASE   IN    IMPORTS    AND    A    SMALL   ONE    IN    EXPORTS. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Canada  for  the  calendar  year  1907 
amounted  to  $646,150,769,  an  increase  of  $56,206,165  over  1906.  Of 
the  trade  in  1907,  $372,825,355  represented  imports  and  $273,325,414 
exports,  being  an  increase  of  $52,205,965  in  imports  and  $3,847,810 
in  exports.  Of  the  imports  $224,469,938  were  dutiable  and  $148,- 
355,427  free,  as  against  $188,876,921  duitable  and  $131,590,279  free 
in  1906.  The  exports  of  home  products  were  valued  at  $238,015,557 ; 
foreign  products,  $35,309, 857,  as  against  $238,746,322  and  $30,731,282, 
respectively,  in  1906. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Canada,  by  countries,  for  the 
past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Countries. 


United  Slates 

Argentina 

Anstria-HungHry  ... 

Belgium 

Brazil 

China.. 

Cuba 

Prance 

Qermany  

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netherlands) 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom..-. 
All  other  countries  . 


Total 820,467,200      872,826,865 


Imports. 


1906. 

$196,126,979 
1,674,102 

909.585 
2,298,566 

863,669 

622,906 

554,929 
8,215,682 
7,064,998 

699,298 
1,796,058 

641,421 
1.822,481 

788,062 

1,967.840 

77,645,674 

18,066,286 


1907. 


1222,582,510 

1,059,279 

1,327,284 

2,425,858 

868,863 

728,367 

476,766 

10,008,642 

8,269,087 

764,466 

2,262,645 

1,050,789 

1,440,695 

1,262,190 

2,537,321 

96,849,024 

19,417.845 


Exports. 


$107,609,388 

2,404,767 

2,008 

2,164,028 

799,585 

700,641 

1,256.209 

1,916,344 

1,497,104 

268,564 

604,993 

292,360 

1,162,021 

53,069 

33,855 

134,806,190 

18,916,598 


269,477,604 


1907. 


$117,636,727 

2,888.649 

80,294 

2,778,989 

798,899 

836,763 

1,328,490 

1,872,424 

1,872,659 

847,020 

618,524 

499,868 

761,668 

75.676 

12,633 

126,847,902 

15,324,939 


278,825,414 


I3IPORTS  LARGEST  FROM   UNITED  STATES — EXPORTS  GREATEST  TO  BRITAIN. 

About  60  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Canada  in  1907  came  from 
the  United  States,  25  per  cent  irom  the  United  Kingdom,  3  per  cent 
from  France,  and  the  remainder,  12  per  cent,  from  all  other  coun- 
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tries.  The  imports  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  showed 
an  increase  of  $28,813,801,  and  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  an 
increase  of  $18,585,605  over  1906.  The  imports  of  coin  and  bullion 
from  the  United  States  in  1906  were  valued  at  $8,923,659,  and  in 
1907,  $6,365,389.  Of  the  exports  the  United  Kingdom  took  the  lead 
with  45  per  cent,  followed  by  the  United  States  with  42  per  cent. 
The  sales  of  domestic  produce  to  the  United  States  in  1907  showed 
an  increase  of  $5,873,365,  and  of  foreign  produce  $4,103,974  over 
1906.  The  exports  of  coin  and  bullion  to  the  United  States  during 
1907  showed  a  gain  of  $2,886,598  over  the  previous  year. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  entered  for  consumption  in 
1907  were  valued  at  $216,017,121,  against  $187,203,320  in  the  previous 
year.  The  leading  items  were:  Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures 
of,  $48,819,790;  coal  and  coke,  $30,959,463;  wood,  and  manufactures 
of,  $13,316,688;  cotton  and  cotton  goods,  $10,025,840;  settlers'  effects, 
$6,847,569;  drugs,  chemicals,  and  dyes,  $6,063,066;  fruits,  $5,855,217; 
oils,  $3,607,602;  tobacco,  $3,764,560;  and  electrical  apparatus,  $3,307,- 
164.  The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kmgdom  in  1907 
was  $96,231,069,  consisting  of  the  following  principal  articles: 
Wool,  and  manufactures  of,  $19,001,204;  iron  and  steei,  and  manu- 
factures of,  $15,153,405;  cotton  and  cotton  goods,  $12,328,485;  flax, 
hemp,  and  jute,  and  manufactures  of,  $4,499,954;  settlers'  effects, 
$3,421,517;  and  tin  and  tinware,  $2,270,109. 

IMPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  imports  entered  for 
consumption  from  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  all 
other  countries: 


Importe. 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Animals,  living 

Books,  periodicals,  etc 

BreadstufEs 

Bricks,  tiles,  etc 

Buttons  and  materials 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Cocoa  beans,  etc 

Cordage,  rope,  etc 

Cotton,  and  manufactures . . . 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fancy  articles 

Flax,  hemp,  etc.,  manufac- 
tures  

Fruits 

Furs  and  skins,  and  manufac- 
tures  

Glass,  and  manufactures 

Outta-percha,  etc 

Hats,  cape,  etc 

Hides,  skins,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures  

Leather,  and  manufactures. . 

Musicalinstruments 

Oils 

Oilcloths 

Optical,  etc..  instruments 

Paintings,  etc 

Paints  and  colors,  dry,  etc. . . 

Paper,  and  manufactures. . . . 


1906. 


United 
States. 


S330,806 

2,0&9,961 

2, 0^7,930 

7,442,182 

975,661 

157,474 

2,139,278 

21,892,139 

436,720 

2,313,908 

10,666,445 

4,752,293 

3, 148, 158 

577,636 

603.403 
4,896,297 

2,259,882 
740,876 
3,516,718 
1,308,220 
1,965,439 

41,712,644 

2,630,357 

496,195 

2,838,400 

228,311 

268,083 

503,376 

136,277 

2,504,978 


United 
Kingdom. 


$182,132 

793,523 

608,418 

303,255 

296,344 

52,141 

187,680 

268.188 

312,878 

267,766 

7,729,766 

2,108,170 

88,161 

1,562,038 

4,168,616 
438,780 

822,582 

917,259 

94,098 

1,136,885 

2,089,461 

10,272,321 
759,800 

86,504 
409,067 
850,847 

59,117 
514,268 
374,804 
682.462 


Other 
countries. 


$9,294 
22,578 
172,678 


2,013 

99,262 

182,572 

437 

194,960 

2,058 

1,132,727 

1,206,641 


1,378,344 

1,140,784 
1,912,468 

1,399,330 

1,419,386 

40,088 

180,676 

8,639,451 

1,899,932 

71,979 

181.082 

194,798 

1,004 

59,084 

267,066 

78,997 

308,996 


1907. 


United 

States. 


$396,994 

1. 'J  10,  (169 

2,:ir>i.:ai 
10,  nun, 725 
l.«t^i'.M14 

'j'jr..  108 
2,'-.in.:35 


80 

1 

lO.nJ' 


63 

129 

60 

.H40 

,t«6 

164 

.S74 


443,749 
5,855,217 

2,752,415 
828,881 
4,174,426 
1,258,404 
1,770,902 

48,819,790 

2,999,977 

850,947 

8,607,602 

256,926 

442,704 

555.441 

114,675 

2,889,210 


United         Other 
Kingdom,   countries. 


$227,504 

559,100 

753,504 

456,617 

311,365 

63.028 

267,719 

200,246 

331,427 

330,833 

12.328,485 

2,369,212 

62,458 

1,350,871 

4,499,954 
680,240 

921,142 

913,880 

191,887 

1,721,741 

1,045,568 

15,158,405 
962,436 
66,677 
382,889 
1,007,831 
136,027 
444,606 
576,873 
928,802 


$10,868 

43.288 

200,249 

877,268 

1,564 

188,685 

201,068 

51.160 

281.066 

2,849 

1,895,485 

1,818,410 


1,355,168 

1,447,549 
2,472,080 

1,618,787 

1,284,968 

J85.666 

206,171 

2,721,543 

1,948,918 
81,704 
182. 7SL 
218,628 
8,228 
102.846 
286,70$ 
98,005 
268,406 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  AKD  IKDU8TBIES  OF  CANADA. 


23 


Imports. 


1906. 


United 
States. 


United  Other 

JCIngdom.    countries. 


1907. 


United 
States. 


United         Other 
Kingdom,  coantrles. 


ProTisions: 

Butter,  cheese,  lard,  etc, 
lileat»- 

Baoon  and  hams.... 

Pork,  salted 

Other 

Seeds  and  roots , 

Settlers^  effects 

Silk,  and  manolactores. . . . . 

Soap , 

Stone,  and  manafactores . . , 

Sugar,  etc , 

Tin,  and  manufactures 

Tobacco , 

Turpentine , 

Watches 

Wood,  and  manufactures. . 

Wool,  and  manufactures 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1960,706 

19,907 

KJ7,421 

5!»,886 

4,716,143 

7.  (.'22, 669 

756,786 

51.666 

626.682 

277,668 

1.7J6,617 

;;  ]29,694 

51,182 

7W,794 

9,134.127 

sJO.746 

28.(*S1,250 


t23,102 

I    ■  1 
a;3.  (-.24 

47,  311 

2,310,495 

l,yiH.714 

],  23-1, 784 

169, 137 

l,aV2,C22 

1.836,458 

137,322 

3,445 

24,731 

141,1358 

16, 525,  M8 

l3.si;i,S78 


164,828 

479 
94 

r^.,  071 

HI.  199 

1S7.462 

2,a">.H,982 

1,701,  :«4 

17,ri87 

9,3n2,(45 

2M.749 


210,296 

297,036 

2,681,422 

11,668,140 


$1,294,683 

860,626 

659.664 

417,811 

1,309,842 

6,847,669 

961,198 

47.612 

775,676 

258.122 

1,629.766 

8,764,660 

661,620 

816,012 

13,316.688 

990,644 

32,663,722 


176,044 

6,815 

6,930 

60,806 

161,778 

8,421,617 

2,366,704 

1,413,226 

166,721 

1,233,866 

2,270,109 

174,032 

8,285 

26,697 

209,971 

19,001.242 

16,416,204 


1104,517 

866,142 

471 

81,819 

66,131 

486,847 

2,864,818 

1,926,754 

34.288 

9,920,167 

237,007 

276,231 

628 

257,744 

274,791 

8,179.829 

14,145.257 


187,208,820     77,646,464     46,689,615  216,017,121     96,281,009     68,547,270 


EXPORTS  OP  DOMESTIC  PRODUCTS. 

The  exports  of  Canadian  produce  to  the  United  States  in  1907  were 
valued  at  $92^83,500,  and  of  foreign  produce  $25^53,227,  of  which 
$19^52,818  represented  coin  and  bullion.  In  1906  the  figures  were 
$86,410,135  for  domestic  produce,  and  $21,149,253  for  foreign  produce, 
the  coin  and  bullion  being  valued  at  $16,366,253.  Of  the  exports  of 
domestic  produce  in  1906  and  1907  to  the  United  States,  the  United 
Eangdom,  and  other  countries,  the  following  are  the  leading  articles : 


Exports. 


Animals,  liylng 

Breadstufls 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Drags,  chemicals,  etc 

Fish  and  flsh  products 

Fruit 

Pur  and  skins,  and  maniac- 

turea 

Hay 

Hides  and  skins,  other  than 

fur ?. 

Leather,  and  manufactures. . . 

Metals  and  minerals 

Paper 

Provisions 

SetUers*  effects 

toirits  and  wine 

Wood: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured , 

All  other  articles 

Total : 


1906. 


United 
States. 


$1,868,295 
2,249,164 
4,326,686 

661,396 
4,542,889 

196,088 

1,347,062 
460,964 

8,720,106 
88,829 
29,414,709 
76,267 
178,081 
1,573,868 
969,181 

2,897,987 
26,541,983 
6,422,887 


United 
Kingdom. 


812,718,479 

37,178,144 

18,221 

862,313 

3,696,100 

2.752,892 

1,900,682 
968,824 

22,811 

1,927,065 

2,345,767 

1,009,451 

43,970,676 

107,896 

62,691 

1,568,285 
15,400,577 
1,825,998 


86,410,185  127„S66,706 


Other 
countries. 


8577,078 

8,802,671 

622,473 

428,868 

5,187,482 

3n,229 

44,948 
116,268 

63,759 
273,133 
8,757,593 
770,805 
642,831 

36,813 
166,425 

862,612 
4,061,401 
8,618,295 


24,969,479 


1907. 


United 
States. 


•2,898,689 

647,669 

4,635,048 

577,670 

4,786,597 

606,724 

1,558,014 
848,056 

3,674,459 

54,066 

31,315,886 

729,488 

125,551 

1,662,129 

1,064,044 

8,990,198 

28,028,797 

6,218,666 


92,283,600 


United 
Kingdom. 


•9,006,914 

44,167,749 

25,606 

298,124 

2,902,680 

2,873,965 

1,121,965 
459,814 

57,116 

1,725,762 

2,462,810 

1,824,049 

36,668,487 

159,951 

69,648 

907,470 
12,251,542 
2,358,437 


117,831,498 


Other 
countries. 


•184,526 

5,425,886 

577,088 

829,622 

6,437,875 

491,562 

121,069 
107,497 

33,887 
192,175 
5,296,134 
1,122,045 
458,396 
38,568 
166,831 


4,918,106 
2,671,921 


27,900,659 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

VAKCOUVEB, 

By  CJoNsuL  L.  Edwin  Dudley. 

This  consular  district  embraces  all  the  mainland  of  British  Colum- 
bia and  the  northern  portion  of  Vancouver  Island.  There  has  been  very 
great  development  during  the  year  in  various  lines  of  industry,  while 
others  have  suffered  from  influences  beyond  their  control.  In  the 
early  months  of  the  year  there  were  labor  troubles  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  province,  particularly  in  the  coal-mining  industry. 
The  winter  was  an  unusually  severe  one,  resulting  in  what  was  termed 
here  a  "  fuel  famine."  Some  of  the  largest  smelters  were  obliged 
to  close  for  the  lack  of  coke,  and  after  the  labor  troubles  were  settled 
and  there  was  coal  and  coke  to  be  delivered  there  was  a  shortage  of 
cars  for  that  purpose.  The  prairie  country  of  Alberta  and  Saskat- 
chewan was  in  danger  of  bein^  almost  destitute  of  fuel,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  the  railways  to  do  what  was  possible  to  supply  these 
people,  and  parts  of  Washington,  Idaho,  and  Montana  were  also, 
to  a  considerable  extent^  depending  upon  the  coal  mines  in  the  Crows 
Nest  Pass  region  of  this  province.  In  the  early  days  of  1907  there 
was  still  a  very  large  demand  for  the  red-cedar  shingles  which  are 
manufactured  here,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  these  shipments 
were  very  much  reduced. 

As  the  spring  opened,  the  labor  troubles  being  over,  there  was 
a  general  revival  of  business  through  the  province.  Coal  and  coke 
were  furnished  in  abundance  for  domestic  consumption  and  for 
manufacturing  purposes  to  the  several  districts  of  this  province,  and 
to  the  adjoining  States  as  well. 

FRUIT  CULTURE  AND  IRRIGATION — ^RAILWAY  EXTENSION. 

The  agricultural  districts  were  exceedingly  prosperous,  especially 
in  the  culture  of  fruit.  In  the  valleys  of  this  province  all  the  more 
hardy  fruits  are  produced  in  abundance  as  the  land  is  put  under 
cultivation.  Each  year  there  is  a  very  large  increase  in  the  planting 
of  fruit  trees,  and  in  the  dry  belt,  as  it  is  called,  between  the  Cascade 
and  Selkirk  mountains,  there  has  been  considerable  advance  in  irriga- 
tion. Through  the  central  portion  of  the  province  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  water  in  the  streams,  which  are  supplied  from  melting  snow 
in  the  mountains.  All  that  is  needed  is  to  provide  necessary  storage 
and  canals  for  distributing  the  water  to  bring  a  very  large  area  of 
very  fertile  land  into  the  market.  This  matter  has  been  taken  up  by 
the  provincial  government,  and  a  report  has  recently  been  made  by 
a  commission,  consisting  of  one  of  the  cabinet  officers  of  the  provincial 
government  and  one  oi  his  colleagues  and  an  en^neer  from  Denver, 
Colo.,  who  is  an  expert  in  the  matter  of  irrigation.  It  is  expected 
that  as  a  result  of  their  report  a  very  considerable  area  of  the  land, 
now  nonproductive  for  the  lack  of  water,  will  soon  be  among  the 
most  valuable  for  agriculture  and  fruit  culture  in  the  entire  province. 

During  the  year  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  extended  a 
branch  from  its  main  line  into  the  Nicola  Valley.  This  line  opens  up 
a  large  area  of  valuable  coal  properties,  as  well  as  some  of  the  best 
agricultural  and  fruit  lands  to  be  found  anywhere  in  this  section  of 
the  country.    The  arrangement  for  the  extension  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
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Pacific  Railway  to  a  point  some  500  miles  north  of  here  on  this  coast 
will  open  a  country  rich  in  minerals  and  which  gives  every  promise  of 
being  well  adapted  to  agriculture,  and  particularly  to  cattle  raising. 
The  mineral  resources  of  the  section  that  will  be  developed  are  said  to 
be  enormous.  It  is  only  recently  that  matters  have  been  settled  between 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  and  the  provincial  government  by 
which  the  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  end  of  the  line  is  to  oe  commenced 
on  or  before  June  1,  1908,  and  there  is  already  a  considerable  move- 
ment of  people  to  the  section  of  country  through  which  the  road  will 
furnish  a  shorter  route  for  shipment  of  the  fish  which  are  found  in 
northern  waters  to  the  Eastern  States. 

WHITE   LABOR — ^WARNING   TO   AMERICANS — ^EXPORTS. 

The  arrangement  made  with  the  provincial  government  is  that  only 
white  labor  shall  be  employed,  unless  it  can  be  shown  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  government  that  such  labor  can  not  be  foimd  at  reasonable 
wa^s.  This  will  undoubtedly  cause  a  large  influx  of  people  from  the 
United  States,  but  I  would  caution  all  persons  contemplating  coming 
to  this  province  to  make  inauiry  either  of  myself  or  of  the  provincial 
bureau  of  information  at  Victoria;  or,  better  still,  if  persons  will 
correspond  directly  with  the  officers  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  of  Montreal,  or  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  at  Toronto,  before  coming  here,  such  action  may 
save  them  much  expense  and  disappointment;  but  it  must  be  under- 
stood that  there  is  a  very  stringent  law  in  force  here  regarding  the 
bringing  in  of  laborers  under  contract. 

Since  about  the  end  of  September,  1907,  owing  to  financial  condi- 
tions in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  the  fall  in  the  price  of  copper 
has  caused  the  shutting  down  of  several  mines  and  a  number  of  the 
smelters,  but  most  of  them  are  again  being  operated,  and  present  indi- 
cations are  that  there  will  be  a  general  revival  of  business  in  this 
line  at  an  early  date. 

There  is  strong  evidence  that  there  will  be  a  very  large  influx  of 
people  into  this  province  during  the  coming  spring  and  summer, 
many  coming  with  capital  to  develop  mining  properties,  agricultural 
and  fruit  lands,  as  well  as  the  timber  and  fishing  industries. 

The  imports  into  this  consular  district  from  the  United  States  very 
largely  come  through  wholesale  houses  in  Toronto,  Montreal,  and 
other  eastern  points,  but  I  am  unable  to  furnish  statistics  covering  the 
direct  trade,  as  the  returns  are  only  obtainable  from  the  commissioner 
of  customs  at  Ottawa.  But  a  large  proportion  of  the  merchandise 
shipped  into  the  district  is  from  the  United  States.  The  value  of  the 
exports  declared  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906, 
and  1907  was  $2,401,188,  $4,168,597,  and  $3,076,461,  respectively. 


VICTORIA. 

By  Consul  Abraham  E.  Smith. 

The  Province  of  British  Colmnbia  closed  the  year  1907  with  a 
surplus  in  its  treasury,  the  largest  known  in  its  history.  The  net 
income  for  the  year  was  $4,396,082,  and  the  net  expenditure 
$3,194,999,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $1,201,038.  This  is  chiefly  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  actual  revenue  exceeded  the  estimates  by  over 
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$1,600,000,  derived  from  land  sales  and  timber  licenses  and  royalties, 
owing  to  an  even  greater  development  in  the  lumber  industry  than 
could  have  been  anticipated.  The  excess  of  these  two  items  alone 
amounted  to  over  $1,265,000.  Following  the  example  of  the  Do- 
minion, the  provincial  government  will  next  year  change  its  fiscal 
year  to  April.  The  estimates,  therefore,  are  only  for  nme  months, 
and  place  the  revenue  at  $3,143,276,  and  expenditures  at  $3,026,311. 
For  the  last  six  months  of  1907,  the  receipts  for  timber  royalties  and 
licenses  amounted  to  $926,908,  or  double  those  of  the  preceding  six 
months,  while  the  mines  during  the  same  time  yielded  $250,000. 
These  are  the  two  chief  sources  of  revenue. 

The  total  salmon  pack  of  the  province  for  the  calendar  year  1907 
was  547,459  cases,  valued  at  $2i)74,480,  against  629,460  cases,  valued 
at  $5,096,927,  in  1906,  and  1,167,460  cases,  worth  $8,330,713,  in  1905. 
The  latest  returns  as  to  the  catch  of  halibut  in  British  Columbian 
waters  are  for  1906,  11,416,700  pounds,  valued  at  $570,000.  It  is 
claimed,  however,  that  American  companies,  under  license  from  the 
Dominion  government,  caught  during  the  same  time  in  the  ocean 
adjacent  to  British  Columbia,  39,334,329  pounds  of  halibut,  valued 
at  $2,000,000. 

The  catch  of  the  Victoria  sealing  fleet  during  the  season  of  1907 
was  the  smallest  on  record,  the  number  being  5,397  seals  and  38  sea 
otter. .  Only  15  schooners  were  engaged  in  sealing. 

A  new  steamer  for  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  in  British  Co- 
lumbian waters  is  now  in  process  of  construction  by  the  Dominion 
government.  The  new  cruiser,  which  is  expected  to  carry  several 
guns  and  a  force  of  65  militiamen,  is  to  be  ready  next  season.  It  will 
be  similar  to  the  fishery  protection  cruisers  now  operating  on  the 
Atlantic  coast.  The  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  Britisn  Columbia  are 
becoming  more  important  each  year,  especiallv  since  the  establish- 
ment of  three  whaling  stations  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  Van- 
couver Island. 

IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNrTED  STATES — LUMBER  AND  MINERAL  OUTPUT. 

During  1907  there  was  imported  from  the  United  States  into  Brit- 
ish Columbia  37,382,669  pounds  of  provisions  and  2,721,484  dozen 
eggs,  of  which  the  first  cost  in  the  United  States  was  $3,485,062,  and 
the  Canadian  duty  was  $230,452.  This  includes  such  items  as  $800,000 
for  bacon,  ham,  and  lard;  $115,000  for  poultry;  $200,000  for  beef 
and  mutton;  $335,000  for  oats;  $75,000  for  apples;  $248,000  for 
canned  fruits;  $148,000  for  hay,  and  many  other  things  which  are 
used  for  daily  food. 

The  lumber  industry  is  one  of  the  largest  and  as  a  general  thin^g  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  province.  It  is  growing  with  great  rapidity. 
The  output  of  lumber  m  British  Columbia  for  the  year  1905  was 
officially  placed  in  round  numbers  at  510,000.000  feet.  In  1906  it  was 
650,000,000  feet,  and  in  1907  it  reached  750,000,000  feet.  Until  within 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year  the  demand  was  fully  equal  to  the 
supply,  but  since  then  orders  have  fallen  off  and  all  the  150  mills  in 
the  province  have  a  large  surplus  on  hand.  So  great  has  been  the  re- 
duction in  orders  that  many  of  the  mills  have  suspended  operations 
till  spring,  when  it  is  expected  the  business  will  have  revived.  The 
foreign  shipments  of  lumber  during  1907,  all  from  Hastings  on  the 
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mainland,  and  from  the  two  large  mills  on  Vancouver  Island,  one  at 
Cbemainus  and  the  other  at  Mosquito  Harbor,  each  owned  by  Ameri- 
can capitalists,  amounted  to  58,809,124  cargo  feet,  valued  at  $1,073,038. 
The  total  mineral  production  of  British  Columbia  for  1907,  ac- 
cording to  an  approximate  estimate  provided  by  the  provincial 
mineralogist,  shows  an  increase  of  over  $750,000  over  that  of  1906. 
Of  the  38,000,000  pounds  of  copper  produced,  over  28,000,000  pounds 
came  from  the  Boundary  mines,  about  4,000,000  from  the  coast,  and 
5,000,000  from  Rossland.  The  total  production  of  the  metalliferous 
mines  for  1907  was  valued  at  $17,878,883,  as  compared  with  $19,- 
432,502  in  1906.  The  total  production  of  coal  and  coke  is  placed  at 
$7,860,100,  as  compared  with  $5,548,044  in  1906.  From  all  sources 
the  mineral  production  for  1907  is  given  as  $25,738,983,  as  compared 
with  $24,980,546  in  1906.  The  average  price  for  metals  generally  for 
1907  was  about  the  same  as  in  1906. 

PROSPERmr   OF   THE   CITY   OF  VICTORIA — WIRELESS    TELEGRAPH. 

The  calendar  year  1907,  taking  it  altogether,  has  been  the  most 
prosperous  known  in  the  era  of  Victoria  and  ^Vancouver  Island.  But 
for  the  financial  stringency  of  the  last  four  months  of  the  year, 
growth  and  prosj)erity  would  have  continued.  As  it  was,  business 
continued  to  flourish  and  buildings  to  go  up  with  a  rapidity  unknown 
save  for  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  aggregate  value  of  the 
buildings  erected  in  Victoria  during  1907,  together  with  amount 
spent  upon  improvements,  was  $1,552,945,  being  three  times  that 
expended  in  1906  and  $273,325  in  excess  of  the  previous  heaviest 
year,  1891,  when  the  aggregate  was  $1,279,620.  During  the  year 
there  was  a  fine  half-miUion-doUar  hotel  built  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Kailroad  Company,  and  several  other  buildings  which  add 
much  to  the  comfort  and  attractiveness  of  the  city ;  mere  were  no 
factories  erected  and  no  large  manufactures  established,  consequently 
the  export  business  of  the  port  has  not  increased.  The  growth  of 
Victoria  has  resulted  from  the  accession  to  its  population  of  a  large 
number  of  well-to-do  residents  of  eastern  Canada,  who  have  chosen 
the  Pacific  coast  in  preference  to  the  rigid  climate  of  Manitoba  and 
Ontario.  It  is  evident  Victoria  is  increasing  in  population  chiefly 
as  a  residential  city.  During  the  year  the  assessed  value  of  lands  and 
improvements  increased  over  $3,000,000,  making  a  total  of  $21,945,080. 

During  1907  the  cars  of  the  Victoria  street  railway  company  car- 
ried an  average  of  over  500  passengers  a  day  more  than  in  1906,  the 
figures  being  as  follows :  Passengers  carried  in  1905,  3,092,538 ;  1906, 
3,425,000,  and  1907,  3,786,801.  Victoria's  total  bank  clearings  for 
the  year  1907  were  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  city.  The  aggre- 
gate for  the  twelve  months  was  $9,714,973  over  the  figures  of  1906, 
when  the  clearings  totaled  $45,615,615. 

It  is  proposed  during  the  ensuing  year  to  largely  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  ocean  wharves  at  Victoria,  extending  the  warehouses 
and  deepening  the  harbor.  A  large  immigration  detention  building 
at  this  point  is  also  to  be  erected  by  the  Dominion  government. 

The  government  telegraph  line  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island  has  been  taken  over  from  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Tele- 
graph Company,  which  heretofore  managed  the  business  of  tne  line 
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in  connection  with  the  company's  business,  and  from  now  on  will  be 
conducted  by  the  public-works  department  of  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment. 

A  wireless  telegraph  station  is  shortly  to  be  established  in  Victoria 
for  commercial  use  as  part  of  a  chain  to  be  established  by  a  telegraph 
company  on  the  Pacific  coast.  At  Victoria  a  powerful  station  which 
will  be  able  to  communicate  either  with  Sitka  or  San  Diego  will  be 
installed. 

INDUSTRIES   OF   THE   ISLAND   AND  THEIR  DE\T:L0PMENT. 

The  three  shipping  ports  on  the  east  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  are 
Union  Bay,  or  Comox,  Nanaimo,  and  Ladysmith.  During  the  last 
four  months  the  oversupply  of  coal  at  San  Francisco  has  greatly 
reduced  the  quantity  of  coal  exported  from  these  ports.  Perhaps  the 
cessation  in  demand  for  coal  has  been  felt  more  at  Nanaimo  than  any 
other  place,  as  500  men  have  been  laid  off  there.  But  still  there  have 
been,  as  usual,  large  numbers  of  steamers  calling  at  all  these  ports  for 
cargo  and  bunker  coal, 'while  large  barges  make  daily  trips  to  Van- 
couver with  heavy  loads  for  use  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad 
and  in  various  local  indlistries.  Aside  from  the  coal  industry,  there 
is  a  large  herring  fishery  at  Nanaimo,  where  the  catch  last  year  ex- 
ceeded 8,000  tons.  A  station  of  the  Pacific  WTialing  Company  is 
also  located  near  Nanaimo  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  as 
are  the  two  other  whaling  stations  on  the  west  coast  of  the  island. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  according  to  President 
Shaughnessy,  who  has  authorized  the  statement,  will  in  the  next  ten 
years  clear  off  150,000  acres  of  land  on  this  island.  The  average  cost 
will  be  $100  per  acre,  which  indicates  the  expenditure  of  $15,000,000. 
The  Dominion  government  has  appropriated  $50,000  for  the  building 
of  a  new  hydrographic  steamer  tor  the  island,  which  is  now  in  prog- 
ress of  construction  at  Esquimalt.  The  appropriation  for  improve- 
ments on  the  island  this  year  by  the  provincial  government  is  larger 
than  ever  before,  indicative  of  the  general  advance  anticipated. 

A  new  biological,  or  fisheries,  station  is  to  be  instituted  on  the 
island  during  1909,  under  authority  of  the  Dominion  government. 
It  is  hoped  to  make  the  station  the  headquarters  for  the  scientific 
study  and  development  of  fish. 

RAILWAY   IMPROVEMENTS   AND   SHIPPING ^IMMIGRATION. 

During  the  year  the  Esquimalt  and  Nanaimo  Railway,  owned  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,  made  decided  improvements  along 
the  line.  In  addition,  an  extension  of  the  road  50  miles  north  and 
west  by  way  of  Nanoose  Bay  to  Albemi  has  been  surveyed  and  the 
work  of  clearing  begun.  The  terminal  grounds  at  Victoria  have 
proved  too  contracted,  and  two  additional  blocks  have  been  pur- 
chased to  extend  them.  It  is  expected  the  extension  to  Alberni  will 
be  in  actual  operation  during  1909. 

The  charges  for  pilotage  at  Victoria  and  Esquimalt  for  vessels  en- 
tering into  or  clearing  from  either  port  are  as  follows:  Under  sail, 
$3  per  foot;  under  steam  or  in  tow,  $2  per  foot;  steamers,  $1.50  per 
foot.  Pilotage  is  compulsory.  When  a  vessel  simply  enters  for 
refuge  it  is  exempt  from  pilotage,  excepting  in  cases  where  a  pilot  is 
actually  engaged.  On  all  regular  line  ocean  steamships  the  rate  is 
$1  per  foot  in  and  $1  per  foot  out. 
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The  sea-going  vessels  entered  at  Victoria  during  the  nine  months 
ending  March  31,  1907,  when  the  fiscal  year  was  changed  from  June 
30,  numbered  2,564,  of  which  1,674  were  coastwise.  On  the  vessels 
there  were  employed  87,405  men. 

The  records  of  the  local  emigration  officials  regarding  the  arrivals 
of  passengers  show  that  from  April  1  to  the  end  of  October,  1907, 
56,379  passengers  debarked  at  Victoria  from  steamships  arriving  from 
foreign  ports,  out  of  a  total  number  of  92,666  carried  on  these  vessels. 
Many  of  these  were  tourists  from  the  ITnited  States  and  Europe.  The 
figures  given  are  not  those  of  immigrants  exclusively.  During  the 
entire  year  the  arrivals  in  Victoria  by  steamer  reached  over  100,000. 

During  the  year  1907,  450  Chinese  who  paid  the  head  tax  of  $500 
each  entered  at  Victoria,  as  compared  witn  less  than  thirty  during 
the  previous  year.  There  were  870  Chinese  who  returned  to  their 
native  country  during  the  year.  In  September  each  year  there  be- 
gins an  exodus  of  Chinese  who  go  home  for  the  annual  New  Year 
holidays,  the  majority  coming  back  during  June.  The  number  of 
Chinese  who  left  this  city  during  the  year  totaled  1,498.  The  number 
whose  return  certificates  were  permitted  to  lapse,  making  them  in- 
eligible for  admittance  on  their  return  otherwise  than  by  paying  the 
head  tax,  totaled  159. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  STEAMSHIP  LINES. 

Nearly  all  the  steamers  in  the  British  Columbia  coast  service,  mak- 
ing Victoria  their  home  port,  are  owned  and  managed  by  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway.  During  the  year  two  fine  steamers  were  added 
to  this  service,  the  Princess  Royal  for  passengers  on  the  Seattle  run, 
and  the  Princess  Eva  for  freight  along  the  coast.  The  former  was 
built  in  Victoria  at  a  cost  of  $300,000;  the  latter  cost  about  $150,000 
and  came  from  Liverpool.  It  is  officially  stated  that  a  new  flyer  for 
the  triangular  service  between  Vancouver,  Victoria,  and  Seattle  is 
now  building  on  the  Clyde,  which  will  cost  $675,000,  with  a  speed 
of  22  knots,  and  will  be  the  finest  ship  on  the  Pacific  coast.  It  is  to 
be  on  the  nm  in  1909,  when  the  Alaska- Yukon  Pacific  Exposition  is 
to  be  held  in  Seattle.  Another  steamer  was  also  bought  at  Liverpool 
and  added  to  the  coast  service. 

During  the  year  the  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Company,  operating 
American  vessels,  plying  between  San  Francisco  and  Seattle,  calling 
at  Victoria,  added  two  large  steamers  of  2,400  net  tons  each,  the 
Governor  and  the  President^  to  their  fleet,  at  a  cost  of  $750,000  each, 
both  vessels  being  equipped  with  wireless  telegraph  apparatus. 

New  services  have  also  been  added  in  lines  making  this  port.  The 
Canadian-Mexican  line,  under  subsidy  from  the  Canadian  and  Mexi- 
can governments,  has  established,  so  far,  a  monthly  service  between 
Victoria  and  Mexican  ports  with  the  steamers  Lonsdale  and  Georgia. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  Mexican  Pacific  Company,  in  arrangement  with 
the  Jebsen  Line,  are  to  establish  another  line  to  Mexican  ports,  which 
will  sail  from  Seattle  but  include  Victoria  in  its  ports  of  call.  The 
Canadian-New  Zealand  service  was  improved  during  the  season  by 
the  addition  of  larger  steamers. 

In  the  Oriental  trade  the  Japanese  have  maintained  semimonthly 
service  between  Hongkong  and  Seattle,  touching  at  Victoria  en  route 
each  way.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company  disposed  of 
two  steamers  in  the  eastern  trade  between  British  Columbia  and 
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Hongkong,  but  have  steadily  maintained  the  three  Empresses  on  the 
route,  carrying  the  British  mail.  The  British  Blue  Funnel  Line, 
which  has  maintained  its  monthly  service  from  Liverpool  via  the 
Orient^  several  months  ago  included  Manila  in  its  ports  of  calL 
This  line  has  been  carrying  increased  amounts  of  general  freight, 
mostly  to  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  this  port  and  Vancouver. 

ACTIVITY    IN   SHIPYARDS. 

Work  in  the  local  shipyards  has  been  more  active  than  in  any 
previous  year  of  their  history.  Four  steamers  have  been  constructed 
and  several  large  ferry  barges  built  Two  additional  steamers  are 
now  on  the  dock  to  take  place  of  those  wrecked  in  Skeena  River 
during  the  year.  Many  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  aids 
to  navigation,  including  a  new  light-house  and  the  establishment  of 
wireless  telegraph  stations.  A  powerful  lifeboat,  built  in  New  Jersey, 
is  now  established  at  Banfield  Creek,  on  Barkley  Sound,  west  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island,  making  the  first  Canadian  life-saving  station 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 

A  corporation  known  as  the  British  Coast  Steamship  Company 
was  organized  in  this  city  last  year,  as  subsidiary  to  an  American 
company,  and  it  owns  and  operates  two  freight  steamers  plying 
between  Puget  Sound,  British  Columbia,  Alaska,  and  Mexican  ports. 
Eeturn  freight  from  Mexico  during  operation  on  the  Mexican  route 
has  consisted  of  cargoes  of  half -ground  salt,  smelting  ores,  hides, 
mahogany,  oranges,  and  other  tropical  fruits.  Ultimately  this  com- 
pany proposes  to  establish  a  permanent  steamship  freight  line  be- 
tween Puget  Sound  and  British  Columbia  ports  to  Central  America. 
Transportation  from  Victoria  to  and  from  adjoining  ports  on  Puget 
Sound  and  coast  of  British  Columbia  has  been  maintained  through- 
out the  year  without  material  change  from  the  previous  season. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Acid,  sulphuric 

Cement 

Clams 

Coal 

Copper  

Curios 

Fish 

Fertilizer 

Furs 

Hides 

Household  effects 

Liquors 

Opium 

wood,  and  manufactures: 

Logs 

Lumber 

Shingles 

All  other  articles 


12,891 


,258,030 

827,078 

1,872 

8.963 

1.085 

82,275 

89,496 

11.528 


52.960 

580 

10,679 

84,761 


$2,872 

14,997 

2,299 

1,642,946 

720,277 

1,106 

56.658 

28.740 

45,808 

127.200 

27,247 

76,697 

82,415 

49,284 
68,567 
10,975 
89,122 


Total '  1,913.006 

Gold  and  silver: 

Gold  bullion 225,909 

Silver 49,218 

Returned  American  goods 137,978 


Grand  total. 


2,826,106 


2,880,202 

269,237 
71,686 
20,976 

8,191,960 


1007 


18,879 
1,416,174 
1,067,217 
6,029 
85,588 
71,896 
77,764 
88.619 
18,888 
45.844 
6.149 

28.978 
81,467 
109.407 
28,997 


8,100,285 

802,681 
82,262 
40,621 

8,6Gi6^980 
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MANITOBA. 


WIKKIPBG. 

By  CJoNsuL  John  E.  Jones. 

The  Winnipeg  consular  district  is  comprised  of  the  province  of 
Manitoba,  the  eastern  half  of  the  province  of  Saskatchewan,  and 
that  part  of  Ontario  which  lies  nortn  and  west  of  the  western  half 
of  Lake  Superior,  covering  possibly  an  area  of  270,000  square  miles. 

Winnipeg  is  the  center  of  the  district,  all  the  railroads  converging 
here.  At  present  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  Canadian  Northern 
railways  traverse  the  district  from  east  to  west  with  branches  to  the 
north  and  south.  Within  a  short  space  of  time  a  third  railway  will 
be  in  operation  throughout  this  district,  namely,  the  Grand  Trimk 
Pacific.  The  Great  Northern,  the  Soo  Line,  and  the  Northern,  Pacific 
run  their  trains  into  Winnipeg  over  the  lines  of  the  first-mentioned  two 
roads.  Winnipeg  is  moreover  the  gateway  between  the  western  part 
and  the  eastern  part  of  Canada.  Communication  is  shut  off  on  the 
north  by  lakes  Winnipeg  and  Manitoba  and  on  the  south  by  the 
international  boundary.  Traffic  must,  by  virtue  of  the  geographical 
position  of  the  city,  pass  through  Winnipeg. 

The  principal  industries,  particularly  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatche- 
wan, are  agriculture,  stock  raising,  fishing,  and  the  exportation  of 
furs;  and  mining  and  lumbering  are  important  industries  in  the 
western  part  of  Ontario. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  exports,  exclusive  of  gold  bullion  and  returned  goods, 
declared  at  Winnipeg  to  the  United  States  in  1907  was  $2,834,827, 
against  $2,880,434  in  1906  and  $4,036,996  in  1905.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  total  items  during  the  three  years : 


Articles. 


Cattle  ... 

Horses 

Antomobiles. 
Books  


Bones 

Breadstuffo: 

Bran 

Flour 

Wheat 

Wheat  screenings  . 

Coal,  bitominoos 

Contractors'  outfits 

Fertilizer 

Fish. 


1905. 


FuTB,  raw 

Hidm,  raw 

Houscmold  effects 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Machinery 

Tools 

Junk  . 


Lumber 

Pulp  wood , 

Boots,  seneca 

Aliotnerarticles 

Total 4,086,996 

Bullion:  Gold 64,649 

Betumed  American  goods I       671,166 


163 
200 
83,648 
41,974 
68,600 
141,237 
614 
86,480 


Oiand  total j    4,762,7U 


1906. 


•40,176 

•14,003 

24,600 

62,632 

2,108 

11,000 

260 

1,680 

1,676 

2,098 

19,657 

4,126 

18,591 

8,754 

485,976 

80,425 

12,083 

19,766 

44,291 

49,498 

12,600 

11,284 

8,180 

6,624 

745,396 

677,802 

805,674 

713,774 

429,752 

752,196 

68,470 

94,450 

6,747 


64,850 
189,745 
69,976 
97,767 
1,222 
96,617 


2,880,434 

60,799 

821,831 


8,762,664 


1907. 


•86,806 
45.062 
8,000 
2,380 
6,341 

3,022 

5,433 

218,570 

37. 101 

38,204 

1,380 

2,169 

517,896 

637,700 

676,723 

127,273 

8,069 
3,115 
63,162 
89,212 
89,600 
88,717 
650 
85,862 


2,834,827 
49,148 
448,668 


3,832,633 
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In  examining  the  returns  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the 
years  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  several  items  attract  attention.  In  1905 
the  value  of  the  cattle  exported  aggregated  $40,176.  The  next  year 
the  value  of  this  export  fell  to  $14,S)3,  while  the  year  1907  showed  a 
large  increase  over  previous  years,  reaching  a  total  valued  output 
of  $85,806.  One  not  acquainted  with  the  causes  which  operated  to 
increase  the  exportation  of  cattle  would  conclude  from  the  figures 
that  western  Canada  had  begun  in  earnest  the  raising  of  cattle. 
Such,  however,  is  not  the  fact.  The  cause  of  the  increased  exports 
during  1907  was  due  to  the  shortage  of  feed.  This  was  the  result  of 
the  late  spring,  which  kept  back  the  grass.  The  farmer,  rather  than 
continue  indefinitely  the  feeding  of  cattle,  sold  everything  he  could 
spare. 

Bran  was  exported  to  the  value  of  $19,557  in  1905,  but  decreased  to 
$4,126  i«  1906  and  to  $3,022  in  1907.  The  reason  for  this  decrease  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  year  1905  was  not  a  good  wheat  year 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  price  of  bran  tempted  the  Canadian 
farmers  to  export.  Horse  feed  was  exported  to  the  extent  of  $9,185 
in  1905  and  the  next  year  reached  $15,309.  None  was  exported  in 
1907  because  of  the  crop  shortage. 

The  exportation  of  fresh  fish  is  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
tries of  this  consular  district.  The  fresh-water  lakes  abound  with 
fish  of  all  kinds.  In  1905,  when  the  industry  was  put  upon  a  business 
basis,  fresh  fish  to  the  value  of  $745,396  were  exported.  In  1906  the 
exports  fell  to  $577,302,  due  to  a  poor  season,  and  in  1907  went  still 
lower,  aggregating  in  value  $517,896.  It  is  expected  the  exports  will 
be  largehr  augmented  as  soon  as  the  St.  Andrew  Locks  are  completed. 
This  will  bring  Lake  Winnipeg  into  direct  communication  with  the 
city  of  Winnipeg  and  facilitate  the  shipment  of  fish.  All  the  fish 
exported  go  to  the  United  States. 

DECREASED  SALES  OF  FURS  AND  HIDES — FLOUR  AND  WHEAT. 

A  depletion  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  explains  the  decrease  in  the 
exportation  of  furs.  Thus  in  1905  a  total  valued  export  of  $805,674 
was  recorded,  against  $713,774  in  1906  and  $637,700  in  1907.  With 
the  government^  purpose  to  set  aside  ^eat  game  preserves  and  the 
further  protection  of  the  fur-bearing  animals,  it  is  believed  the  expor- 
tation of  furs  will  be  further  decreased  year  after  year. 

Raw  hides  rank  second  in  importance  in  the  list  of  exports  from 
this  district.  They  usually  find  a  market  in  Chicago.  In  1905  the 
value  of  the  exports  of  this  item  was  $429,752 ;  in  1906  this  sum  was 
increased  to  $752,196,  while  the  total  exports  in  1907  were  $676,723. 
The  year  1907  proved  an  exceptionally  bad  one  for  the  hide  dealers. 
The  stringency  of  the  money  market  in  the  United  States  practically 
closed  the  market  for  hides,  and  prices  tumbled  in  some  grades  to 
just  half  what  they  were  in  1906. 

Flour  to  the  value  of  $18,591  was  exported  to  the  United  States 
during  1905.  In  1906  the  value  of  this  export  had  fallen  to  $3,754, 
and  in  1907  it  totaled  $5,433.  The  comparative  large  figure  of  1905 
was  the  result  of  a  poor  wheat  crop  in  the  United  States  that  year. 

In  1905  the  total  value  of  the  wheat  exported  to  the  United  States 
was  $1,435,976;  in  1906  it  was  only  $30,425  and  in  1907  it  increased 
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to  $213,570.    The  large  export  of  1905  was  the  result  of  a  crop  short- 
age in  the  United  States. 

JUNK,  LUMBER,  AND  ROOTS — VALUE   OF  IMPORTS. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  exportation  of  junk.  In 
1906  it  reached  $33,548;  in  1906,  $64,850,  and  in  1907,  $63,162.  This 
might  have  been  increased  in  1907  had  not  the  Manitoba  Iron  Works 
started  to  roll  iron.  It  immediately  made  a  local  market  for  scrap 
iron  and  utilizes  all  that  is  produced. 

The  exportation  of  lumber  was  confined  largely  to  the  Rainey 
River  district,  in  Ontario.  In  1905  the  export  of  lumber  to  the 
United  States  was  $41,974;  in  1906  it  was  $189,745,  and  in  1907  it 
fell  off  to  $89,212.  This  loss  is  explained  in  the  decrease  in  the  sup- 
ply plus  the  increased  demand  in  Manitoba.  The  exportation  of 
pulp  wood  was  confined  to  the  Ontario  portion  of  this  district,  and  in- 
creased from  $68,500  in  1905  to  $69,975  in  1906  and  $89,600  in  1907. 

Seneca  root,  which  forms  the  basis  for  many  medical  compounds, 
grows  wild  on  the  prairie.  The  prices  for  this  article  have  gradually 
declined.  In  1905  a  total  valued  export  of  $141,237  was  recordedf. 
During  that  year  the  dealers  paid  from  69  cents  to  75  cents  per  pound 
for  the  root.  In  1906  the  price  declined  to  57  cents  per  pound,  and 
only  $97,767  worth  was  exported.  The  money  stringency  of  1907 
forced  the  price  still  lower,  and  dealers  paid  but  37  cents  to  45  cents 
per  pound  for  the  $88,717  worth  that  was  exported.  This  root  is 
gathered  by  the  Indian  squaws,  who  will  not  work  when  the  price  ■ 
IS  low. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  the  district  in  1907  was 
$36,363,782,  but  no  fibres  are  obtainable  to  show  the  articles  by 
class  and  country.  It  is  safe  to  state,  however,  that  fully  80  per  cent 
of  the  imports  came  from  the  United.  States. 

DEMAND  FOR  FARM   MACHINERY — ^AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

In  this  rich  northwest  country  thousands  of  immigrant^  are  settling 
each  year.  They  are  taking  up  the  great  sections  of  unoccupied 
land  and  improving  them.  The  requirements  of  these  people  in  every 
line  of  manufacture  are  large  and  constantly  growing.  The  advent 
of  the  American  farmer,  accustomed  to  the  use  of  American-made 
im|)lements,  is  a  potent  factor  in  advertising  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States.  To  meet  the  demand  promptly  a  number  of  American 
manufacturers  of  farming  implements  have  established  branch 
houses  in  Winnipeg,  and  &om  here  commercial  travelers  are  sent 
throughout  the  country  soliciting  business.  These  houses  flourish. 
Each  year,  however,  the  competition  becomes  keener  with  the  Cana- 
dian manufacturers,  who  are  producing  better  implements  annually. 
These  manufacturers,  however,  are  aU  located  in  eastern  Canada, 
and  the  freight  charges  operate  to  no  inconsiderable  extent  in  in- 
creasing the  cost  of  their  products. 

Practically  all  the  meat  consumed  in  Winnipeg — that  is,  fresh 
meat — is  produced  in  Canada.  Most  of  the  mutton  comes  from 
Prince  Edward  Island.  The  duty  of  3  cents  per  pound,  coupled  with 
the  comparative  cheapness  of  the  product.  Keeps  American  mutton 
out  of  the  market. 
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There  is  always  an  active  demand  for  poultry,  the  eastern  prov- 
inces supplying  the  greater  bulk.  The  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  dutv 
is  almost  prohibitive  as  far  as  the  American  poultry  is  concemea. 
Last  year  it  is  estimated  that  upward  of  200  tons  of  poultry  was 
brought  into  Winnipeg.  The  west  is  not  fully  supplying  the  home 
market  and  each  year  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  produce  is  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  and  eastern  Canada. 

Little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  market  gardening  or  mixed  farm- 
ing. The  farmers,  tempted  by  the  large  returns  from  wheat  and  the 
coarser  grains,  give  little  heed  to  other  crops.  The  province  of  Man- 
itoba is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  bring  beiore  the  larmers  the  value 
of  mixed  farming. 

The  province  of  Manitoba  has  a  well-equipped  agricultural  college 
at  Winnipeg.  It  is  now  in  its  second  year,  and  the  success  of  the  insti- 
tution has  been  gratifying  to  its  projectors.  The  college  has  a  farm 
of  117  acres  upon  which  practical  tests  are  carried  on  m  all  sorts  of 
mixed  farming.  Excellent  returns  were  recorded  last  year,  even  on 
virgin  soil,  and  in  spite  of  the  unseasonable  weather.  Ten  acres  in 
registered  oats  yielded  830  bushels,  and  640  bushels  of  potatoes  were 
grown  on  1  acre.  Animal  breeding  receives  due  attention,  and  aside 
from  the  horses,  cows,  and  hogs  necessary  to  every  well-regulated 
farm  a  number  of  various  breeds  of  sheep  and  poultry  are  now  owned 
by  the  farm. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

CAMPBBIiliTON. 

By  Ck)N8UL  THE0D08IU8   BOTKIN. 

The  year  1907  was  a  most  unfavorable  one  for  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  district,  owing  to  the  continuous  wet  weather  and 
excessive  rains  during  the  season  for  maturing  and  harvesting.  The 
principal  crops  to  which  the  farmers  look  for  their  income  are  hay, 
oats,  and  potatoes.  In  former  years  they  have  had  much  of  these  to 
ship  from  the  district  to  supply  the  demand  in  the  cities,  but  from 
the  crops  of  1907  they  were  able  to  save  only  enough  to  supply  the 
local  demands.  This  condition  among  the  agricultural  communities 
has  reflected  naturally  upon  the  business  ot  the  merchants,  whose 
trade,  though  fairly  good,  has  not  been  commensurate  with  their 
expectations  earlier  in  the  year. 

The  shingle,  lath,  and  lumber  mills  and  their  logging  operations  in 
the  forests  and  along  the  streams  furnish  the  principal  demand  and 
steady  employment  for  labor. 

The  people  in  this  district  still  consume  considerable  quantities  of 
American  products,  although  many  lines  of  merchandise  of  purely 
Canadian  origin  or  manufacture  are  crowding  out  the  same  lines  from 
the  United  States  and  other  countries.  Particularly  is  this  true  in 
the  matter  of  cloths,  blankets,  carpets,  rugs,  knit  goods,  many  classes 
of  cotton  fabrics,  ready-made  clothing,  harness,  boots  and  shoes,  con- 
fectionery, toys,  stoves  and  tinware,  rang^,  furnaces,  or  heaters  for 
halls,  churches,  etc,  and  furniture  of  all  Kinds.  The  same  is  rapidly 
becoming  true  in  relation  to  pianos  and  other  musical  instruments; 
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also  cigars,  smokinj^  tobacco,  and  smokers'  supplies.  "  Patronize  Can- 
adian industries  "  is  a  deeply  rooted  and  rapialy  spreading  sentiment 
among  all  classes.  It  is  never  used  in  opposition  to  other  people,  but 
only  lor  the  purpose  of  pushing  Canadians  on  their  way  to  material 
and  commercial  independence. 

I  note  in  various  stores  and  shops  liberal  supplies  of  certain  classes 
of  American  goods  such  as  glassware,  queensware,  grocery  supplies, 
hardware  and  cutlery,  rubber  goods,  and  the  finer  grades  of  cotton 
fabrics,  boots,  shoes,  hats  and  caps,  silverware,  clocks,  watches,  and 
some  sporting  goods;  and  canned  goods,  such  as  peaches,  pears,  and 
plums,  com,  peas,  beans,  tomatoes,  and  evaporated  or  condensed 
creams  and  milk. 

AMERICANS  INVEST  IN   TIMBER — ^EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

During  the  year  1907  there  have  been  extensive  investments  in  lum- 
bering plants  in  the  district,  and  there  are  reported  transactions  of 
recent  date  to  show  that  Americans  are  still  taking  an  active  interest 
in  the  development  of  the  great  forest  resources  of  northern  New 
Brunswick.  At  the  same  time  the  demand  for  the  conservation  of 
this  great  forest  by  enforcing  saner  and  more  scientific  methods  of 
cutting  is  rapidly  becoming  imperative.  The  recent  agitation  in  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  American  forests,  etc., 
has  awakened  all  Canadians  to  the  truth  that  they  must  begin  now  to 
preserve  for  future  generations  some  of  the  benefits  of  tiaeir  great 
forests.  Drastic  regulations  may  be  expected  in  the  matter  of  meas- 
urements and  stumpage  as  the  outcome  of  present  discussion  and 
agitation. 

The  exports  from  the  Campbellton  district  to  the  United  States 
during  the  three  mentioned  years  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Ffah 

•74,843 
23,829 

•107,479 

24,299 

9,413 

684 

150,717 
106,668 
312,846 
97,976 
6,521 

•116,264 

GrtiKlBtoncifl .! 

26,166 

Hides 

2,901 

Poaltry 

708 

72,007 
62,117 
222,069 
6.066 
25,614 

342 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Boards 

78,007 
95,000 
396,495 

Laths 

Shliurles 

Ties 

38,762 

All  other  articles 

6,388 

Total 

476,262 

814,108 

769,276 

MONCTON. 

By  Vice-consul  Chipman  A.  Steeves. 

The  chief  articles  imported  into  this  district  from  the  United  States 
are:  Agricultural  implements,  boots  and  shoes,  clothing,  coruj  raw 
cotton,  fishing  nets  and  twine,  fresh  fruity  hats  and  caps,  kerosene, 
machinery,  rubbers,  and  toys.  The  principal  industries  carried  on 
in  this  district  are  agriculture,  dairying,  manufacture  of  barrels, 
clothing,  wire  fencing,  carriages  and  wagons,  lumbering,  quarrying, 
etc.  Agriculture  products  were  considerably  below  the  average  owing 
to  the  unusually  cold  and  wet  weather  at  seed  time. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  declared  exports  from  Moncton  to  the  United  States  during 
the  three  mentioned  years  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Animals:  Sheep  and  Umbfi 16,786 

Clams 

Emigrants'  effects '       4^702 

Fish 30,682 

Grindstones 9,920 

mdes 

Lobsters,  canned 

Minerals 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Boards 

Laths 

Scantlinff 

All  other  articles 


7,709 
186,197 

46,227 
22,735 
1,281 
2,677 


$12,840 
63.481 
4,418 
80,194 
9,958 
11,874 
7.800 
172,413 

80,108 
51,466 
4,280 
7,444 


17.769 
23,182 
6,021 
81,204 
18,  lU 
6.048 
127,977 
161,424 

62.312 
64,047 
13.610 
4,997 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. , 


Grand  total. 


402,618 
4,964 


446,265 
8,424 


540,602 


407,572 


464,689 


641,125 


The  exports,  exclusive  of  American  goods  returned,  from  the  New- 
castle agency  to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1905,  1906,  and 
1907  amounted  to  $589,748,  $702,899,  and  $989,736,  respectively.  The 
principal  articles  exported  in  1907  were:  Pulp,  valued  at  $333,999; 
fish,  $208,835;  pulp  wood,  $182,742;  laths,  $65,046;  canned  lobsters. 
$90,459;  shingles,  $25,592;  blueberries,  $20,831;  canned  clams^ 
$14,845;  and  boards,  $13,289. 

The  shipments  of  boards  and  plaster  from  Hillsboro  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  were  valued  at  $150,843,  of  which  $140,781  repre- 
sented plaster.  The  value  of  the  boards  and  deals  shippea  from  this 
point  to  Great  Britain  during  the  year  was  $244,865.  The  shipments 
from  Alma  to  the  United  States  during  1907  amounted  to  $17,365; 
Dorchester,  $7^293;  Harvey,  $12,827;  Shediac,  $2,282;  Point  Wolfe, 
$16,407;  and  Waterside,  $4,046. 


ST.  JOHN, 

By  Consul  Gebhabd  Willbich. 

In  taking  a  general  survev  of  the  industrial  and  commercial  activi- 
ties of  this  district  it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid  a  consideration  of 
matters  pertaining  to  the  province  at  large,  as  the  interests  of  the  dis- 
trict ana  province  are  largely  identical.  The  capital,  St  John,  and 
the  chief  lumber,  commercial,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
province  are  in  this  district. 

The  year  1907  was  not  a  banner  year  for  the  farmers  of  New 
Brunswick.  The  weather  interfered  with  the  growth  of  farm  prod- 
ucts and  with  the  harvesting  of  crops.  Much  hay  and  grain  was  lost 
and  the  potato  crop  was  partially  damaged  in  all  sections,  and  almost 
totally  destroyed  in  the  low  and  wet  lands.  The  price  of  farm  prod- 
ucts was  very  hi^h,  which  in  a  measure  made  good  the  losses  caused 
by  the  partial  failure  of  the  crops. 

Greater  attention  is  being  paid  from  year  to  year  to  stock  raising 
and  fruit  growing.  The  provincial  government  aided  the  former 
by  the  importation  and  distribution  of  some  blooded  cattle  and  sheep, 
and  the  latter  by  the  establishment  of  additional  illustration  orchards 
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in  different  sections  of  the  province.  The  government  has  realized 
that  without  the  most  energetic  help  and  guidance  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  decided  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture. 
It  has  realized  also  that  with  such  aid  and  incentive  farming,  stock 
raising,  and  fruit  growing,  especially  the  latter^  should  become  a 
very  profitable  business,  as  the  valleys  of  the  St.  Johnj  Kennebecasis, 
and  other  rivers  ought  to  be  well  adapted  to  stock  raising  and  fruit 
culture. 

DEMAND  FOR  SPRUCE  DEALS  AND  SHINGLES — THE  LIME  INDUSTRY. 

The  lumber  trade  during  the  last  year  was  characterized  by  a 
marked  depression  during  me  early  spring,  followed  by  a  period  of 
greater  demand,  especially  of  spruce  deals  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
For  a  long  time  this  demand  held,  and  prices  remained  firm  even  in 
the  face  of  a  large  output.  The  market  for  New  Brunswick  long 
timber  in  the  United  States  also  lacked  briskness  during  the  season, 
affecting  the  total  volume  of  shipments  unfavorably,  so  that  on  the 
whole  the  year  1907  was  a  disappointing  one  to  local  lumber  diealers 
and  manufacturers  of  long  timber.  The  effect  of  these  conditions 
was  such  as  to  reduce  the  volume  of  logging  operations  during  the 
past  winter  season,  1907-8,  materially.  The  reduction  in  the  winter's 
cut  is  estimated  variously  at  from  25  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  of  that 
of  the  season  of  1906-7.  As  a  result  it  is  probable  that  the  sawing 
season  of  1908  will  show  a  decided  shortage.  The  trade  in  spruce 
laths,  on  the  other  hand,  was  fairly  good,  and  prices  obtained  were 
up  to  the  average,  being  $2.25  per  thousand  at  St.  John. 

The  jesLT  1907  in  high-grade  shingles  was  one  of  phenomenal 
prices,  ^.25  for  "extras"  and  $3.75  for  "clears"  being  the  highest 
prices  prevailing  for  months.  As  a  consequence,  shipments  of  this 
article  during  the  year  were  heavy.  The  cedar-shingle  industry  holds 
a  very  important  place  in  the  manuf actui*e  of  lumber  throughout  this 
district  and  province,  because  of  the  great  demand  for  these  shingles 
in  the  United  States.  The  principal  distributing  point  for  this  arti- 
cle of  export  is  Boston,  and  the  demand  there  was  for  the  highest 
grade. 

The  lumber  industry^  at  St.  John  is  of  great  importance — ^in  fact, 
the  dominant  one  of  tlie  citv — 12  large  sawmills  being  located  here. 
These  mills  have  their  logs  brought  down  the  river  St.  John  and  its 
tributaries  in  rafts  during  the  early  spring  months.  Most  of  these 
logs  are  spruce,  the  rest  cedar,  hemlock,  birch,  and  some  pine.  The 
annual  lumber  shipments  from  St.  John  aggregate  close  to  300,000,- 
000  feet,  of  which  about  200,000,000  goes  to  trans- Atlantic  ports. 

A  number  of  mills  also  run  limekilns  in  connection  with  their 
lumber  sawing,  using  their  refuse  wood  as  fuel  for  the  kilns,  thereby 
reducing  largely  the  expense  of  manufacturing  the  lime.  This  ex- 
pense is  still  more  reduced  by  the  fact  that  the  lime  rock  is  right  at 
the  door  of  these  mills  and  in  unlimited  quantities,  as  well  as  of  the 
best  grade.  It  is  only  the  American  import  duty  on  lime  that  pre- 
vents this  industry  from  developing  into  one  of  the  greatest  of  this 
district. 

PULP  INDUSTRY — ^EXPORT  DUTY  ON   PULP  WOOD  ADVOCATED. 

The  extensive  spruce  areas  of  New  Brunswick,  besides  supplying 
exports  for  the  United  States  and  for  trans- Atlantic  ports,  furnish 
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material  for  two  pulp  mills  situated  in  this  consular  district,  one  near 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  John  River  and  the  other  at  Mispec,  some  10 
miles  up  the  bay  shore.  A  third  is  located  at  St.  George,  until  re- 
cently also  within  this  consular  district  and  now  attached  to  the  St. 
Stephen  consulate.  There  are  two  more  mills  at  Chatham,  on  the 
Miramichi  River,  in  the  northern  part  of  this  province.  The  facilities 
for  securing  the  necessary  log  supply  at  St.  John  are  exceptionally 
good  and  aggregate  from  130,000,000  to  150,000,000  feet  annually. 

There  are  as  yet  no  paper  mills  in  this  province,  but  that  is  what 
the  peojjle  are  hoping  for.  There  is  a  strong  hope,  in  fact,  to  see 
paper  mills  established  at  no  distant  day,  not  only  m  the  province  but 
in  other  parts  of  Canada,  and  this  desire  caused  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion and  controversy  here  and  elsewhere  in  Canada  during  the 
past  year.  To  accomplish  this  the  proposition  has  been  generally  ad- 
vocated by  private  individuals,  as  well  as  by  the  public  press,  to 
impose  an  export  duty  on  pulp  wood. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  exportation  of  Canadian  pulp  wood  to  the 
United  States  is  increasing  rapidly,  because  of  the  great  supply  here 
and  the  scarcity  of  this  wood  m  the  United  States.  The  demand  for 
the  export  duty  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  United  States 

Eaper  mills  can  not  get  along  without  Canadian  pulp  wood  and  will 
ave  to  shut  down  as  soon  as  an  export  duty  mates  the  exportation 
of  this  wood  prohibitive,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  these  mills 
would  then  be  transplanted  to  Canadian  soil. 

Thus  resolutions  m  favor  of  such  export  duty  were  adopted  dur- 
ing 1907  by  boards  of  trade  of  the  several  maritime  provinces  and  by 
the  maritime  board  of  trade,  a  combination  of  the  several  boards. 
Newspapers  have  filled  columns  with  their  reasons  why  such  a  duty 
should  DC  imposed  and  the  great  results  it  would  accomplish. 
Finally  it  has  been  advocated  in  the  Federal  Parliament  itself. 
There  are  also  a  great  many  men  of  prominence  here  who  hold  opin- 
ions on  the  pulp-wood  export  duty  differing  radically  from  those 
prevailing  among  the  masses.  After  a  most  careful  survey  of  the 
situation,  as  it  has  developed  here  during  1907,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  farmers  and  timber  owners  of  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec,  as 
well  as  the  best  informed  and  most  influential  public  men  of  this 
province,  are  opposed  to  the  enactment  of  legislation  in  restriction  of 
the  export  of  wood  pulp. . 

THE   FISHING  INDUSTRY — ^USE  OP  MOTOR  BOATS. 

The  fishing  industry  of  this  district  and  province  is  most  impor- 
tant, and  a  large  section  of  the  people  depend  upon  it  for  a  liveli- 
hood. Failure  of  fish,  or  even  a  scarcity  oi  this  important  article  of 
export,  materially  affects  the  prosperity  of  a  large  number  of  indi- 
viduals and  families.  The  exports  of  fish  from  the  various  seaports, 
and  especially  from  St.  John,  are  very  large  and  show  a  steaay  in- 
crease from  year  to  year,  and  the  exports  especiallv  to  the  West 
Indies  and  to  South  America  have  increased  considerably  of  late. 

One  of  the  best  products  of  the  New  Brunswick  waters  is  the  sal- 
mon, and  the  demand  for  this  fish,  owing  to  its  delicate  flesh  and  the 
richness  of  its  flavor,  is  so  great  that  it  has  not  been  found  profitable 
to  smoke  or  cure  it,  but  it  is  marketed  at  once,  prices  being  so  high 
that  it  pays  best  to  ship  it  fresh  packed  on  ice.    St  John  is  the  chief 
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center  of  distribution  for  the  salmon  trade  of  the  northern  Atlantic, 
because  the  best  feeding  grounds  of  the  salmon  are  in  the  Bav  oi 
Fundy,  not  a  great  distance  from  St.  John  Harbor,  between  Foint 
Lepraux  and  Cape  Spencer.  The  town  of  Lomeville,  about  10 
miles  from  this  city,  is  the  principal  center  of  the  local  salmon  fish- 
eries, and  upward  of  60  salmon  boats  are  daily  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness during  the  season.  The  fish  are  caught  by  means  of  drag  nets, 
which  are  set  at  night.  The  boats  used  oy  these  fishermen  are  fa- 
mous for  their  seaworthiness,  and  in  no  other  part  of  the  world,  it 
appears,  is  a  similar  craft  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  They  are 
generally  known  as  "  salmon  boats,"  and  are  about  25  feet  long  and 
6  feet  beam,  with  narrow  washboards  on  each  side,  two  sprit  sails, 
and  a  centerboard. 

During  last  year  a  number  of  salmon  boats  were  equipped  with 
gasoline  enj^nes,  usually  of  about  6  horsepower,  and  this  initial  intro- 
duction will  undoubtedly  result  in  the  use  of  many  more  during  1908 
and  ensuing  years,  as  the  advantages  from  a  comoination  of  sail  and 
motor  power  are  readily  demonstrated  and  appreciated.  I  hope  that 
a  numDer  of  American-made  engines  will  have  a  trial  this  season,  as 
steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  this  about. 

The  principal  markets  for  New  Brunswick  salmon  are  Boston  and 
New  York,  and  shipments  made  in  ice  usually  reach  there  in  good 
condition.  The  trade  in  salmon  during  1907  was  exceptionally  good, 
though  the  catch  was  below  the  average.  The  price  to  the  retail  trade 
here  was  about  15  cents  per  pound  throughout  the  season. 

SALMON,  COD,  AND  HAKE — ^FISH  CULTURE. 

While  the  salmon  is  the  fish  for  which  there  is  the  greatest  demand, 
the  cod  has  the  greater  commercial  value.  Small  two-masted  schoon- 
ers are  mostly  engaged  in  this  trade,  carrying  usually  from  10  to  15 
men.  Many  of  these  schooners  are  also  equipped  with  gasoline  engines 
as  auxiliaries,  a  feature  that  promises  to  grow  in  favor. 

The  fishing  season  of  1907  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  waters,  washing 
the  shores  of  New  Brunswick,  was  remarkable  because  of  the  quantity 
of  hake  taken,  which  equaled  the  total  catch  of  cod  in  value  and  more 
than  equaled  it  in  quantity.  The  catch  of  hake  surpassed  that  of  anv 
previous  season  for  generations,  and  established  a  record.  The  catch 
of  cod  during  1907  was  about  the  average ;  that  of  herring  was  very 
light,  about  one-quarter  of  the  usual  amount,  while  about  the  usual 
quantity  of  haddock  and  pollock  was  taken. 

The  harbor  fishermen  obtained  very  good  prices  for  their  catches. 
Salmon  were  particularly  firm  in  price,likewise  hake,  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  catches. 

The  amount  of  bounties  distributed  to  the  fishermen  of  New  Bruns- 
wick was  $16,247.  Since  1882,  when  the  bounty  system  was  inaugu- 
rated, the  government  has  distributed  among  the  fishermen  of  the 
Dominion  ^,949,701. 

The  marine  and  fisheries  department  of  the  Dominion  maintains 
five  fish  hatcheries  in  this  province,  and  a  receiving  pond  at  St  John, 
where  the  fish  purchased  from  the  fishermen  are  kept  till  they  are 
ready  for  stripping  in  the  autumn.  Three  of  these  hatcheries  are  de- 
votea  to  general  fish  culture,  but  are  largelv  stocked  with  salmon  fry. 
The  other  two  are  on  the  north  shore  exclusively  for  the  culture  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIOlTS. 

lobsters.  Nearly  100,000,000  e^  were  secured,  and  over  70,000,000 
young  lobsters  were  distributed  by  one  of  these  lobster  hatcheries, 
and  122,000,000  lobster  fry  by  the  other  during  the  season.  The  pro- 
vincial government  also  maintains  a  hatchery  for  trout  at  Bartibog, 
Northumberland  County,  by  which  large  numbers  are  annually  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  lakes  and  streams  of  the  province.  The  total 
cost  of  the  five  hatcheries  in  New  Brunswick  for  the  year  was  about 
$26,000. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  oyster  industry  has  been  waning,  largely 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  the  beds  have  been  raked. 

The  total  value  of  the  fish  catch  in  the  province  during  the  year ' 
1906-7  was  $4,905,226,  against  $4,847,091  in  the  previous  year. 

DISCOVERY  OF  IRON   ORE. 

During  the  past  year  two  deposits  of  iron  ore  were  discovered  in 
different  sections  oi  the  province,  which  seem  to  be  of  great  value 
and  extent.  Until  recently  New  Brunswick  was  considered  to  have 
no  valuable  mineral  deposits,  but  the  discovery  of  these  large  beds  of 
iron  ore  has  demonstrated  the  contrary.  In  addition  to  these  iron 
deposits  it  has  also  been  ascertained  that  there  are  considerable  coal 
areas  in  the  province,  and  that  these  in  time  should  rival  those  of 
Nova  Scotia  m  quality  and  extent. 

The  iron  deposits  discovered  in  Gloucester  County,  if  reports  are 
to  be  credited,  show  a  formation  quite  remarkable  and  unique  in  the 
history  of  mining  of  Canada.  This  bed  is  said  to  be  a  veritable 
mountain  of  iron  located  about  15  miles  from  the  town  of  Bathurst 
on  the  Nispisiquit  Eiver  and  within  a  short  distance  from  Grand 
Falls,  where  there  is  a  fine  water  power.  This  mountain  covers 
some  12  acres  and  the  formation  wul  permit  of  quarrying  opera- 
tions, as  the  ore  can  be  opened  up  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  and 
obtained  by  driving  tunnels.  Mineralogists  who  have  examined  the 
property  have  reported  that  the  ore  is  a  hematite  and  the  best  in 
Canada,  and  in  some  respects,  perhaps,  the  best  in  the  world,  show- 
ing as  high  as  63.83  per  cent  of  iron  and  an  average  of  51.38  per  cent. 
The  fact  that  these  deposits  are  somewhat  distant  from  the  settled 
portions  of  the  province  may  account  for  the  late  discovery  of  this 
valuable  metal.  The  property  is  now  under  lease  to  a  strong  mining 
company,  which  is  to  pay  a  royalty  of  5  cents  per  ton  to  the  pro- 
vincial government  on  all  ore  taken  out.  It  is  now  believed  that 
other  deposits  of  similar  character  will  be  discovered  in  the  same 
territory,  which  is  expected  to  give  quite  a  boom  to  mining  in  that 
district,  in  fact,  bring  an  important  new  industry  to  New  Brunswick. 

The  government  of  this  province  has  for  some  years  been  spending 
considerable  money  in  testing  mineral  deposits,  and  has  diamond 
drills  now  at  wort  in  that  section.  It  is  proposed  to  secure  an  ex- 
tension of  the  government  railroad  into  this  territory,  and  otherwise 
to  further  the  development  of  the  iron  industry. 

At  Lepraux,  near  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  in  the  southwestern  sec- 
tion of  the  province  other  iron  deposits  have  been  prospected  for 
during  1907  and  found  to  exist  there  in  extensive  beds.  These  prop- 
erties have  since  been  taken  over  by  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  begin  a  thorough  examination  of 
this  ore  shortly.    Such  ore  as  may  be  mined  will  be  shipped  for  the 
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present  to  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  smelters  of  this  company 
are  located.  It  is  said  that  a  very  large  sum  of  money  will  be  spent 
in  development  work  in  this  locality  during  the  coming  spring,  and 
a  large  smelter  may  be  built  here  later  if  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  ore  shall  justify  the  erection  of  such  a  plant.  The  ore  found 
here  is  very  high  in  magnetite  and  very  low  in  sulphur,  easily  acces- 
sible by  water  and  thus  can  be  shipped  very  economically.  If  both 
of  these  prospects  shall  turn  out  as  expected,  New  Brunswick  will  be 
on  the  eve  or  a  new  and  important  industrial  development 

GRAPHITB,  TORIDB,  GYPSUM,  AND   COAL  DEPOSITS. 

There  has  also  been  a  revival  of  interest  during  1907  in  the  graphite 
deposit  at  the  Reversing  Falls  at  St.  John,  ^ears  ago  considerable 
graphite  was  taken  out  of  some  shafts  here,  but  they  were  permitted 
to  fill  with  water  and  later  on  abandoned.  Renewed  prospecting  has 
disclosed  the  probability  of  an  existence  of  extensive  graphite  de- 
posits in  this  vicinity,  but  the  cost  of  mining  this  mineral  seems  to  be 
m  the  way  of  successful  operations.  In  other  places  in  the  province, 
notably  in  the  vicinity  of  Havelock,  valuable  deposits  of  graphite,  as 
well  as  of  toride  and  of  gypsum,  have  been  found,  and  arrangements 
are  under  way  for  mining  operations  there  on  an  extensive  scale. 
There  are  also  deposits  of  antimony  at  Lake  George,  in  York  County, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  exploit  these  deposits  in  the  near  future. 

The  provincial  government  has  made  special  efforts  to  develop 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  province,  and  especially  the  coal  fields 
in  the  Grand  Lake  region,  situated  in  this  consular  district.  A 
railway  built  into  this  district  is  owned  and  operated  by  the 
government.  These  coal  fields  are  conveniently  situated,  having 
both  railroad  and  water  transportation  facilities.  The  quality  of 
coal,  which  is  bituminous,  is  considered  equal  to  any  mined  in 
Nova  Scotia.  It  is  being  used  more  and  more  in  every  factory  in  St 
John.  It  also  has  been  used  on  the  locomotives  of  the  Central,  Inter- 
colonial, and  other  railways  with  entire  satisfaction.  Coal  mining  in 
this  province  has  not  as  yet  assumed  large  proportions.  It  is  in  its 
infancy  compared  with  that  of  the  neighboring  province  of  Nova 
Scotia.  Progress  has  been  made,  however.  A  number  of  new  mines 
were  opened  up  during  the  past  year,  and  there  is  every  indication 
that  this  industry  is  destinea  to  grow  rapidly  in  volume  and  impor- 
tance, as  the  market  is  enlarging  and  facilities  for  mining  and  mar- 
keting the  output  are  improved. 

TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEMS. 

Adequate  transportation  facilities  will  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  this  province. 
When  the  fine  valley  of  the  St.  John  River  shall  have  a  railroad,  the 
farmers  and  towns  along  this  route  will  find  markets  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  construction  of  new  lines  and  branch 
lines  by  the  Intercolonial  Railroad,  as  contemplated,  will  op^i  up 
what  will  be  virtually  a  new  province,  rich  in  natural  resources.  The 
construction  of  the  Trans-Continental  Railway  will  also  open  up 
large  sections  of  valuable  territory.  There  are  on  the  route  of  this 
line,  within  a  radius  of  20  miles  of  it,  1,750,000  acres  belonging  to 
the  province,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Intercolonial,  within  a  similar 
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distance  from  the  railway,  1,100,000  acres  of  Crown  lands,  which  will 
be  set  apart  for  settlement  and  thus  kept  from  speculation. 

Ne^tiations  were  carried  on  during  1907  between  the  government 
of  this  province  and  a  large  firm  of  railway  builders  to  construct 
a  line  down  the  St.  John  Valley.  The  government  is  anxious  to 
have  this  connecting  link  to  St.  John,  where  it  could  connect  by 
steamer  or  ferry  with  the  Nova  Scotia  system  at  Victoria  Beadi. 
There  are  no  great  engineering  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
posed route,  and  when  completed  it  would  afford  transportation 
facilities  to  the  best  settled  and  richest  agricultural  section  of  the 
province.  There  is  also  one  of  the  finest  granite  quarries  on  this 
route,  which  could  be  developed  if  given  railway  connection. 

There  are  fine  water  powers  on  me  Eel  River,  at  Shogomoc  and 
Pocok  on  the  west  side,  and  others  on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John 
River,  which  have  remained  undeveloped  because  of  the  complete 
isolation  of  that  section  of  the  province.  These  places  could  become 
important  industrial  centers  with  railroad  connection. 

Thus  it  may  be  said  that  this  and  other  portions  of  the  province, 
abundantly  provided  with  natural  resources  in  the  shape  of  timber 
and  mineral  wealth,  have  remained  imdeveloped  for  lack  of  railway 
facilities.  To  overcolne  this  condition  of  things  it  is  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  guarantee  the  bonds  of  the  company  that 
will  build  the  road.  It  is  not  considered  desirable  to  give  subsidies 
to  get  this  railroad,  but  to  lend  such  company  governmental  credit 
by  guaranteeing  its  bonds. 

THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  TRADE. 

The  various  industries  during  1907  have  necessarily  shown  rather 
slow  progress  toward  a  better  development,  but  they  are  expected  to 
show  improvement  in  the  near  future.  For  many  years  the  people 
here  were  imbued  with  the  idea  that  the  manufacture  of  lumber  was 
the  only  thing  that  counted,  and  it  has  taken  time  to  change  this  cur- 
rent of  thought  and  action.  Of  late  the  conviction  has  gained  ground 
that  too  much  wealth  of  one  kind  is  rather  an  impediment  to  a 
general  industrial  and  commerical  development.  Such  conviction 
here  as  elsewhere  has  rather  forced  itself  upon  the  people  by  the 
growing  scarcity  of  their  chief  asset,  or  rather  the  increasing  diffi- 
culty of  getting  at  it.  A  period  of  readjustment  to  new  ideas  and 
activities  entails  a  more  or  less  extended  period  of  development  along 
lines  of  a  healthier  commercial  and  industrial  growth.  New  Bruns- 
wick is  in  that  transitory  state,  and  may  require  years  to  reach  the 
desired  basis  of  future  prosperity. 

Ten  years  ago  there  was  but  one  pulp  mill  in  the  province:  to-day 
there  are  five,  and  with  an  abundance  of  pulp  wood  as  a  supply,  there 
is  reason  to  eicpect  that  more  will  be  built  shortly.  Outside  of  the 
great  staples  of  lumber  and  pulp  a  steady  increase  has  been  going 
on  in  other  lines  of  industry.  Among  those  that  have  steadily  in- 
creased their  plants  and  output  may  be  mentioned:  The  cotton 
mills  at  St.  John,  Moncton,  Milltown,  and  Marysville,  and  factories 
making  confectionery,  soap,  brass  goods,  axes,  edge  tools,  nails, 
horseshoes,  tacks  and  wire,  brushes,  leather  goods,  shoes,  canoes, 
stoves,  machinery,  refrigerators,  furniture,  veneers,  plaster,  woolens, 
clothing,  polished  granite,  and  freestone. 
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With  a  number  of  good  harbors,  amonfi^  them  St.  John,  free  from 
ice  during  the  whole  winter  hj  virtue  or  the  great  rise  aiid  fall  of 
the  tide,  which  does  not  permit  ice  to  be  formed  even  during  the 
coldest  months  of  the  year,  and  with  a  steamship  service  that  con- 
nects the  province  with  all  ports  of  the  world,  there  is  afforded  everv 
opportunity  for  the  development  of  a  growing  export  trade  in  all 
lines  of  manufactured  goods  which  the  province  is  aole  to  produce. 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 


The  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  the  several  ports  of  New 
Brunswick  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30, 1905  and  1906,  and 
for  the  nine  months  of  the  new  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1907,  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Ports. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907.O 


Exports. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907.a 


Bathnrst 

Campbellton 

ChAuutni 

Dalboasle 

Fredeiicton 

McAdam  Jonotion. 

St.  John 

Moncton 

Newcastle 

SackTille 

St.  Stephen 

Woodstock 

Total 


182,862 

$84,871 

49,488 

62.564 

150,210 

165,804 

17,884 

9,092 

467,296 

460,474 

281.466 

120,589 

6.682,477 

6,827,760 

494,222 

657,816 

88,292 

21.881 

66.666 

62.008 

799,882 

800,967 

148,188 

266,297 

181,629 
46.162 

178,880 
78.891 

440,886 

98,878 

6,608,686' 

446,616 
48,684 
68,886 

801,186 

299,867 


$188,146 
861,890 
658,877 
268,867 

47.592 
228,927 
18.648.041 
892,878 
662.  U6 
106.006 
566.101 

82,778 


$461,680 

827,636 

207,680 

9,024 

1.721,418 

18.682,089 

629.648 

468.608 

122.810 

478.442 

148,188 


$276,782 

560.446 

586,248 

216,194 

4.204 

1,886,641 

13,842,888 

896,826 

460,197 

141.726 

452.406 

28.916 


8.122.822 


8,868,662 


8.107,542 


16,980,708 


23,586.418 


18,278,920 


-    •  o  For  nine  months  ending  March  Ql.  1907. 

^  The  wholesale  trade  in  1907  held  its  own  generally  at  St.  John  and 
increased  in  a  number  of  lines,  though  in  a  few  it  was  not  as  good  as 
in  1906.  The  boot  and  shoe  trade  shows  a  decided  advance  during 
the  past  year.  There  was  a  great  demand  for  general  groceries,  par- 
ticularly for  the  better  class  of  goods.  The  tea  business  has  become 
a  specialty  at  St  John,  and  the  volume  done  during  1907  fully 
equaled  that  of  former  years.  The  distribution  of  tobacco  in  1907 
was  slightly  greater  than  in  1906,  notwithstanding  the  high  prices. 
The  trade  in  kerosene  oil  showed  a  decline,  not  from  less  consumption, 
but  for  the  reason  that  oil  companies  are  now  delivering  oil  in  tank 
cars  sent  direct  to  various  distributing  centers  beyond  St.  John.  The 
wholesale  dealers  sell  now  an  average  of  10  barrels,  as  compared  with 
40  to  50  barrels  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago. 

DRY  GOODS,  PROVISIONS,  ETC. 

The  activity  of  a  number  of  wholesale  dry  goods  merchants  during 
the  past  year  has  shown  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  distribution  or 
dry  ^oods  from  this  port,  an  increase  ranging  from  25  to  50  per  cent. 
Provisions,  such  as  pork,  beef,  lard,  etc.,  so  largely  consumed  in  the 
lumber  camps,  did  not  hold  their  own  in  1907,  owing  in  a  measure  to 
the  curtailment  of  the  lumber  business.  Pork  sold  for  $20  to  $23 
per  barrel ;  lard,  12  to  13  cents  per  pound,  and  beef  for  $16  to  $18  per 
barrel.  These  prices  were  much  higher  than  those  of  a  few  years  ago. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  flour,  feed,  oats,  etc,  due  to  the 
fact  that  railways  granted  certain  privileges  to  St  John  dealers  dur- 
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ing  the  last  few  years,  so  that  they  can  export  these  goods  in  small 
quantities  of  5,000  pounds  at  lower  freight  rates  from  the  mills  to 
ports  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  This  applies  to  interprovincial  trade 
only.  Sales  of  sugar  increased  during  1907,  owing  probably  to  the 
low  prices  of  this  article,  while  the  prices  of  molasses  were  about  the 
same  as  in  1906.  There  was  a  notable  decline  in  the  sale  of  Porto 
Rico  molasses,  the  receipts  falling  from  1,916  puncheons  in  1906  to 
146  puncheons  in  the  nine  months  of  1907.  Fancy  Barbados,  a  high- 
grade  sugary  molasses  made  by  a  process  by  whicn  none  of  the  sugar 
is  extracted,  was  not  imported  at  all  ten  years  ago,  but  during  the 
past  year  10,331  puncheons  and  1,500  small  packages  were  received  at 
St.  tfohn,  an  increase  over  1906,  when  8,781  puncheons  and  2,650 
packages  were  received. 

TRADE  WrrH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  St.  John  from  the  United  States  carried  in 
American  vessels  during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were 
valued  at  $137,663,  $96,691,  and  $70,477,  respectively.  The  leading 
items  were: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cement 

$16,077 

1,600 

40,112 

18,000 

7,003 

28,660 

80,821 

$4,600 
'""46,'766' 

20.860 
8,664 

10,000 
7,612 

Brinifton© 

•21,477 
7,818 

22,900 

l.OOn 

17,7ffi 

Ooal,  anthracite 

Oak 

Pine 

Snlphor 

All  other  articles 

Total 

187,668 

96.691 

70,477 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  St.  John  to  the  United  States, 
returned  goods  not  included,  during  the  past  three  calendar  years, 
was  as  fouows: 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Animals 

Automobiles 

Emiffrants*  effects 

Fertilicors 

Fish 

Gum  chicle 

Hides  and  skins 

Jirnk 

Lime 

Pulp,  wood 

Tea 

Tin  plates 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Laths 

Lumber 

Piling 

Palp  wood 

Shingles 

other 

Product  of  American  logs- 
Laths 

Lumber , 

Shingles 

other 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods.. 


Grand  total. 


84,400 


20.267 
6,988 

86,894 

90.313 
276,098 

25,482 

1,870 

301.656 

13,828 
2,788 

216.869 
304,181 
17,683 
3,148 
56.986 
18,918 

87,761 
656,888 
42,749 
2,382 
60,765 


2,246,754 
53,188 


$4,785 


21,817 
9.660 
88,606 
97,015 

288,819 
70,904 
18,924 

866,441 
17,800 
8,179 


442,708 
8,061 
6,451 
44,648 
5,961 

64.129 

628,148 

48,176 

1,688 

47,178 


2,467,070 
64.868 


2,299,942 


2,621,428 


$3,488 

7,000 

24,256 

10,400 

21,107 

189,309 

244,757 

56,562 

20,256 

691.500 

81.276 

4,768 

408,506 
186.871 
12,867 
84,669 
61.121 
6,081 

77,748 
618,908 

73,910 

585 

206,810 


2,926,701 
41,224 


2,967,926 
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VALUB  OF  THE  FISHERIES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  marine  and  fisheries  department  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  March,  1907,  a  period  of  nine  months,  ^ows  that 
the  total  value  of  the  Canadian  fisheries  in  that  period  was 
$26,279,485,  divided  as  follows:  Nova  Scotia,  $7,799,160;  British  Co- 
lumbia, $7,003,347;  New  Brunswick,  $4,905,225;  Quebec,  $2,175,035; 
Ontario,  $1,734,856;  Prince  Edward  Island,  $1,168,936;  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta,  $1,492,923.  The  Nova  Scotia  fisheries 
decreased  in  value  $459,925;  British  Columbia,  $2,846,869;  the  prai- 
rieprovinces,  $318,647.    The  other  provinces  all  reported  increases. 

ITie  catch  and  by-products  in  New  Brunswick  was  divided  as 
foUows: 


Description. 

Value. 

Description. 

Value. 

Description. 

Value. 

Salmon 

•405,278 

1,209,287 

46.486 

713,603 

447,934 

66,060 

66.463 

87,896 

14,620 

20.140 

Smelt 

•338,680 
49,478 
16,686 
104.888 
36,600 
504,788 
20,560 
68,002 

287,157 

OTSten 

•89,620 
17,068 
190,261 
107,245 
68.368 

Herring 

Shad 

UJTOOT.... ........... 

Mackerel 

BaM 

Bait 

Lofaeten 

Alewivea 

Manure .... 

Cod 

Eels 

All  other 

Haddock 

Sardines 

Total  for  190&-7. 
Total  for  1906-6. 

Increase 

Hake 

Flounders 

4,906,225 
4,847,090 

Pollock 

Tomcod 

Halibut 

Clams  and  qua- 
haughs. 

Tront 

68,186 

ST.  STEPHEN. 

By  Consul  Chables  A.  McCullough. 

During  the  year  1907  the  imports  into  St.  Stephen  from  and 
exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $747,598  and  $714,209, 
respectivelv.  This  was  a  decrease  of  $28,316  in  imports  and  an 
increase  oi  $133,963  in  exports,  as  compared  with  1906.  The  loss  in 
imports  was  ahnost  wholly  in  raw  cotton,  of  which  $26,095  more  was 
imported  in  1906  than  in  1907.  The  gain  in  exports  was  in  fish  and 
ground  wood  pulp.  The  leading  articles  of  import  from  the  United 
States  in  1907  were:  Animal  products  valued  at  $219,679;  coal, 
$58,528;  corn,  $56,695;  raw  cotton,  $195,884;  drugs  and  dyes, 
$67,477;  manufactured  iron,  $30,244,  and  oils,  $9,850.  The  imports 
from  the  United  Kin^om  during  1907  were  valued  at  $183,432,  and 
from  aU  other  countries  $24,031,  a  gain  of  $63,423  and  $5,060,  respec- 
tively, over  the  previous  year. 

The  leading  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  during  the  past 
three  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Ftoh 

$179,945 

$129,802 

12,998 

272,486 

$162,608 

14,278 

208  964 

FaiB 

145,466 

Pulp  wood,  ground............. 

72,844 

Wool 

84,809 

Total 

409,719 

415,286 

458.689 
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WOODSTOCK. 

By  Ck>NSUL  Fbank  O.  Denison. 

The  year  1907  was  a  continuation  of  great  activity  in  the  lumber 
industries  of  this  district.  A  very  lar^  share  of  the  manufactured 
product  was  sold  in  the  American  market  at  prices  that  were  satis- 
factory to  the  manufacturers.  Until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there 
was  promise  of  a  continued  growth  in  exports  of  lumber,  shingles, 
and  laths,  but  on  account  of  the  financial  stringency  the  cut  of  logs 
will  no  doubt  show  a  shrinkage,  with  a  smaller  amount  manufactured 
and  sent  to  American  markets. 

In  connection  with  the  lumber  business  a  company  of  this  place 
has  recently  completed  two  traction  locomotives  for  use  in  hanaling 
logs,  lumber,  etc.,  which  are  said  to  be  the  first  built  in  Canada,  and 
the  tests  given  have  been  satisfactory.  A  stock  company  is  being 
formed  for  the  manufacture  of  hard- wood  flooring,  and  from  present 
indications  the  product  will  go  to  English  markets.  Another  com- 
pany proposes  to  build  a  dam  on  the  Tobique  River  for  the  develop- 
ment of  water  power  to  manufacture  pulp  and  paj)er  and  supply  elec- 
tricity, etc.,  but  on  account  of  the  eflfect  a  dam  might  have  upon  ttie 
fishing  interests  it  is  a  question  whether  the  government  wiU  grant 
permission  to  build. 

The  value  of  the  exports,  exclusive  of  American  goods  returned 
and  shingles  manufactured  from  American  logs,  from  Woodstock  to 
the  United  States  in  1905  was  $390,412;  m  1906,  $594,537;  and  in 
1907,  $735,821,  the  articles  being  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Artlclee. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Horses 

Lambs 

Bark,  hemlock 

Emigrants' effects 

Furs,  raw 

Hides 

Poultry,  dressed 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Laths , 

Logs 

Lumber , 

Pulp  wood , 

Shingles 

Ties 

All  other  articles , 

Total 

Returned  American  goods , 

Shingles  manufactured  from  American  logs. 

Grand  total 


$6,897 
66,119 
8,808 
84,442 
242 
2,206 
1,896 

18,464 
99,688 
64,798 
2,619 
68,158 
19,629 
12,249 


890,412 
4,496 
10,770 


406,678 


121,209 
56,786 
2,690 
87,676 
587 
7,608 
1,861 

120,749 

80,585 

212,780 

1,828 

90,747 

1,056 

9,091 


604,587 
17,229 
20,077 


681,848 


S12,062 

17,485 
356 

8,215 
502 

142,408 

128,279 

244,448 

2,280 

109,188 

8,430 

7,686 


786,821 
22,040 
22.707 


780,668 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

HAIilPAX. 

By  Ck)NSUL-GENEBAL  Davh)  F.  Wilbbb. 

Business  throughout  Nova  Scotia  during  1907  on  the  whole  was 
satisfactory.  The  ajgricultural  interests  prospered  on  account  of  the 
high  prices  prevailing  throughout  the  year.  The  lumber  industry 
suffered  the  most,  due  to  a  decline  in  prices  and  the  cancellation 
of  orders  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  from  the  United  States, 
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owing  to  the  financial  stringency^  and  the  year  closed  with  large 
stocks  on  hand.  Manufacturing  interests  prospered,  and  the  year 
closed  after  a  very  satisfactory  increase  of  business  in  most  lines  over 
that  of  1906.  Prices  for  fish  ruled  hi^h,  but  the  catch  was  disappoint- 
ing, especially  as  regards  lobsters  and  mackerel. 

The  value  of  the  products  of  the  chief  industries  of  the  province 
during  1907  amounted  to  $107,235,000,  divided  as  follows :  Agricul- 
tural, $23,500,000;  manufactured  goods,  including  lumber,  steel,  and 
steel  rails,  rods,  etc.,  $55,800,000;  coal,  $13,875,000;  coke,  $1,925,000; 
fisheries,  $9,200,000;  and  minerals  and  metals,  $2,935,000. 

FISHERIES  AND  FISHING  FLEET. 

The  lobster  catch  was  about  25  per  cent  of  that  of  1906.  The 
higher  market  enabled  canners  to  pay  fishermen  better  prices.  The 
shortage  is  accounted  for  to  a  great  extent  by  the  bad  weather  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May  which  prevailed  over  the  lobster  dis-. 
trict  excepting  on  the  north  side  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  More 
stringent  laws  were  enacted  regarding  the  size  that  might  be  caught 
in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

In  past  years  the  harbor  of  Halifax  was  alive,  so  to  speak,  with 
lobsters ;  now  they  have  largelv  disappeared,  and  are  found  in  more 
remote  districts,  evidently  seeking  places  less  frequented  by  vessels 
and  fishermen. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  by  private  experiment  that  through 
artificial  means  the  number  of  lobsters  that  can  be  brought  to  the 
size  of  4  and  5  inches,  when  they  are  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, would  result  in  a  saving  of  60  per  cent  over  that  which  nature 
produces,  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  in  view  of  this,  that  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia  will  establish  lobster  hatcheries  in  the  near  future 
to  prevent  the  gradual  destruction  of  the  lobster  grounds  and  to  meet 
the  increased  demand  of  future  years  for  this  popular  shellfish. 

What  is  known  as  the  Lunenburg  fishing  fleet,  composed  of  vessels 
running  out  of  Lunenburg,  La  Have,  and  Mahone,  closed  a  successful 
year,  due  especially  to  the  high  prices  received.  The  combined  catch 
netted  23,635,000  pounds,  about  the  same  as  in  1906,  when  there  were 
35  more  vessels  engaged  in  the  business  from  these  ports. 

There  were  46  vessels  sailed  from  the  port  of  Lunenburg,  the 
catch  amounting  to  12,820,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  875,000  pounds 
over  the  catch  of  1906.  From  the  port  of  La  Have  39  vessels  were 
engaged,  the  total  catch  amounting  to  8,295,000  pounds,  being  982,000 
less  than  in  1906.  The  Mahone  contingent  of  10  vessels  landed 
2,530,000  pounds,  160,000  pounds  more  than  in  1906. 

TRADE   AND   INDUSTRIES   OF   HAMFAX. 

There  were  many  substantial  improvements  completed  during  1907 
in  Halifax.  It  is  estimated  from  the  permits  issued  that  upward  of 
$2,000,000  was  expended  during  the  year  in  buildings,  etc. 

The  value  of  exports  declared  at  Halifax  to  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding returned  goods,  during  1907,  was  $925,744,  a  decrease  of 
$14,156  from  1906,  but  an  increase  of  $209,984  over  1905. 
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The  items  of  export  during  the  three  mentioned  years  were : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Berriee 

128,804 

281.886 
16,752 
17,559 
68,578 
68,271 

8,852 
64,811 

5,898 
48,228 
41,051 

1.542 

2,502 
76,061 

5.628 
26,977 

«18,115 

188,906 

14,802 

24,205 

88,862 

206,189 

12,111 

65,018 

6.358 

47,148 

120.172 

5,575 

9,481 

180,971 

18,108 

4.768 

139,569 
156  900 

Fish: 

God.  dried 

Haddock 

16,450 
29,805 
62,235 

Herring 

TiONrt^ni,  canned  AYid  live. ^.                                 ..  . 

Mackerel 

107.669 
6,800 
68,804 
7,275 

Salmon 

Gold  bullion 

Household  effects 

Junk 

28,588 
85,882 

Laths 

Lime  Juice 

4,851 

Molasses 

PUtnksand  boards 

247.942 

Skins 

8,992 

Other  articles 

46,972 

Total 

708,880 
12,880 

907.784 
82,166 

908,788 

American  goods  returned 

22,011 

Grand  total 

715,760 

989.900 

925,744 

The  total  exports  declared  at  Halifax  to  Porto  Rico  during  1907 
amounted  to  $93,688,  against  $122,758  and  $219,789,  respectively, 
for  the  two  previous  years.  The  principal  items  in  1907  were  codfish, 
worth  $66,099j  and  herring,  $23,253. 

It  is  impossible  to  procure  definite  statistics  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  into  Halifax  from  the  government's  reports  published. 
In  fact,  no  reports  are  published  whereby  these  figures  may  be  had, 
as  only  the  total  imports  are  given  into  the  Dominion  ot  Canada 
from  the  various  countries.  The  fiscal  year  in  Canada  ends  on  the 
31st  of  March,  and  the  total  figures  of  the  imports  are  not  yet 
available. 


SYDNEY. 

By  Consul  George  N.  West. 

The  year  just  closed  has  in  many  respects  been  a  peculiar  one  and 
as  a  whole  has  not  been  as  successful  as  that  of  1906.  This  was 
largely  due  to  the  backwardness  of  the  season,  which  at  best  is  short, 
but  the  past  year  unusually  so,  the  ice  conditions  on  the  coast  and  in 
the  harbors  being  heavier  than  for  many  years.  The  harbors  of 
Sydney  and  North  Sydney,  which  are  usually  open  to  navigation  for 
both  steam  and  sail  vessels  the  early  part  of  April,  were  closed  until 
about  June  10  in  1907.  The  harbor  of  Sydney  was  so  completely 
filled  up  with  drift  ice  that  on  June  4,  1907,  persons  crossed  the 
harbor  on  foot.  This  condition  of  affairs  existed  all  alon^  the  coast, 
the  ice  extending  many  miles  offshore,  makiuj^  navigation  exceed- 
ingly dangerous  and  causing  great  delay  in  busmess. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Company,  also  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal 
Company,  that  begin  the  shipment  of  coal  to  Quebec  and  Montreal 
by  steamers  the  latter  part  of  Aj)ril  or  very  early  in  May  of  each 
year,  were  unable  to  commence  their  shipments  until  June  10.  These 
conditions  greatly  hampered  them  at  the  outset,  and  were  not  over- 
come during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  extreme  coldness  also 
interfered  with  the  usual  spring  business  of  all  classes,  especially 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  AND  INDU8TBIES  OF  CANADA. 


49 


in  the  dry  ^oods  trade.    Stocks  of  spring  and  summer  goods  remained 
unsold  and  were  later  disposed  of  by  forced  marked  down  sales. 

Agricultural  pursuits  were  also  delayed  until  late,  and  the  sum- 
mer season  being  cold  and  wet,  all  crops  were  small  and  of  poor 
quality.  Much  of  the  oat  crop  was  an  entire  loss,  even  for  the  pur- 
pose of  feed  or  straw,  and  couid  be  used  only  for  fertilizing  purposes. 
The  entire  year,  in  fact,  has  been  cold,  with  a  great  deal  of  rain, 
which  has  depressed  all  classes  of  mercantile  business  to  a  great 
extent. 

FISHING   INTERFERED   WITH   BY  THE   ICE. 

The  long  continuance  of  the  ice  on  the  coast,  with  heavy  winds, 
also  retarcfed  the  prosecution  of  the  deep-sea  fishing  and  lobster  fish- 
ing imtil  well  into  June.  Still  both  classes  were  about  as  successful 
as  for  many  years,  as  the  fish  were  plentiful  on  the  fishing  grounds 
when  the  vessels  reached  them,  and  bait  was  more  abundant  than  for 
many  years.  The  lobster  fishing,  which  begins  May  1  and  closes  on 
July  1,  was  not  begun  until  June*  10  to  15,  but  the  lobsters  were  also 
plentiful,  and  the  catch  for  canning  and  live  shipments  was  about 
three-fourths  the  amount  caught  in  1906.  The  high  prices  paid  for 
fish  made  the  returns  to  fishermen  as  large  in  amount  as  tor  1906. 
The  swing  mackerel  fishing  on  the  coast  was  a  failure  owing  to  the 
ice.  The  tall  fishing  for  mackerel  was  only  fair,  owing  to  the  high 
winds  that  prevailed  while  the  mackerel  were  on  the  coast,  which 
prevented  the  fishermen  from  setting  their  nets. 

IMPORTS  FROM   THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
at  Sydney  and  Louisburg — both  being  in  the  same  collection  district — 
during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Beor 

Brick,  fire 

Bra88  manufactures 

Boota  and  shoes 

Books 

Brimstone,  crude 

Coal, nearly  all  bituminous. . 

Clay.Hre 

Confectionery , 

Cotton  manufactures 

Clothing 

Cheese 

Copper  manufactures 

OuTiages,  children's , 

Drugs 

Electrical  goods 

Engines 

Fruits, green  and  dried 

Furniture 

Ferrosilicon 

31aaRirare 

Gasoline 

Hats  and  caps 

Hardware 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 


$12,688 

122,976 

1,978 

2.476 

4,879 

46,639 

73,626 

36,753 

867 

6,980 

769 

807 

25,178 

864 

1,968 

6,797 

6,696 

89,641 

486 

2,976 

1,586 

2,597 

8,282 

8,087 

151,986 


Jewelry 

Meats,  salted  and  canned 

Machinery 

Musical  instruments 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Nets,  fishing 

Ore,  iron 

Paper 

Pencils ^ 

Rubber  goods 

Safes 

Sewing  machines 

Settlers'  effects 

Soap 

Stationery 

Tools,  mechanics' 

Tobacco  leaf 

Timber 

Vegetables 

Varnish 

Wooden  ware 

All  other  articles 

Total 


I860 

7,650 

164,807 

1,768 

764 

607 

72,406 

8.011 

893 

814 

969 

1,380 

8,080 

894 

1,212 

1,182 

693 

20.406 

2,560 

356 

763 

28,467 


870,673 


Detailed  statements  are  not  at  present  available  from  the  port  of 
North  Sydney  or  from  the  Canso,  Pictou,  and  Port  Hawkesbury 
agencies.  The  agency  at  Louisburg  is  included  with  Sydney,  being 
in  the  same  collection  district.    The  total  at  North  Sydney  will  ap- 
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proximate  $25,000  at  least,  and  the  agency  at  Canso  and  Pictou  re- 
port totals  of  imports  from  the  United  States  as  $14,527  and  $96,280, 
respectively,  and  Port  Hawkesbury  as  about  $50,000.  The  total  im- 
ports into  this  consular  district  from  the  United  States  have  been, 
therefore,  about  $1,056,480  during  the  year  1907. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  large  classes  of  goods  now  im- 
ported in  small  quantities  could,  it  is  believed,  be  largely  increased 
if  personal  representatives  were  sent  to  canvass  the  trade.  There  is 
no  section  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  Canada  where  such  a  large 
amount  of  money  is  paid  out  for  labor,  amounting  to  $700,000  per 
month  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton  alone,  with  a  population  of 
about  55,000. 

While  the  catalogues  of  manufacturers  are  carefully  kept  on  file  in 
the  consulate  for  consultation  by  any  person  so  desiring,  and  atten- 
tion is  called  to  them  at  every  opportunity  that  presents  itself,  only 
a  limited  number  of  those  interested  as  purchasers  can  be  reached  by 
this  means.  There  are  no  town  or  county  taxes  or  licenses  imposed 
on  commercial  representatives  soliciting  business  from  the  merchants. 


EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  declared  for  the  United 
States  at  Sydney  and  the  agencies  thereunder  during  the  calendar 
year  1907: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


firTDNKY. 


Coal  tar 

Coal-tar  pitch 

Creosote  oil 

Emigrants'  effects 

Pure,  raw 

Pish,   pickled    mackerel,  and  fresh 

salmon 

Gypsum  rock 

Gold  bullion 

Pulp  wood 

Sheep  dip 

Trlpolite 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


CAN80. 


Eel-grass 

Fish: 

Codfish,  dry 

Lobsters,  live 

Mackerel,  fresh  and  pickled. 

Oil 

Scrap,  dried 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


LOUISBUBO. 

Coal: 

Bituminous,  slack  . . . . 

Run  of  mine,  etc 

Pish: 

Herring,  frozen 

Mackerel,  salt 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Bullion,  gold  . 
Coal,  culm 


217,429 


438 

8,191 
1,445 
6,877 
3,401 
10,738 


25,659 


771,374 
24,  U7 

4,624 

4,367 

516 


804,998 


89,798 
8,880 


PICTOU— continued. 

Copper  matte 

Emigrants'  effects 

Fish: 

Canned  lobstere 

Salted 

Fresh 

Hake  sounds 

Smoked 

Furs,  raw 

Grindstones 

Iron  ore 

Lumber 

All  other  articles 

Total 

POBT  HAWKESBURY. 

Barytes,  crude 

Berries,  foxberries 

Fish: 

Canned  clams 

Codfi-sh— 

Salted 

Fresh  and  boneless 

Halibut,  fresh 

Lobsters— 

Canned  

Live 

Mackerel- 
Salted 

Fresh 

Salmon,  fresh 

All  other  fish 

Lambs,  live 

Lumber,  deals 

Em  igran  ts'  effects 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Grand  total  for  the  district 


983,010 
4,454 

154,678 

80,208 

8,101 

532 

602 

450 

2,649 

8,962 

1,518 

26 


278,853 


4,265 
1,200 

2,110 

3,602 
1,679 
8,481 

U7,460 
9,230 

13,400 
18,321 
2,875 
1,483 
25,515 
1,082 
375 


205,586 
1,582,525 
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GOAL,  IRON,  AND  STEEL. 

The  output  of  coal  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  (Limited)  dur- 
ing 1907  from  their  various  mines  aggregated  3,542,300  tons,  some- 
what less  than  the  output  for  1906.  This  was  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  mine  which  caught  fire  in  1906  was  not  able  to  resume  operations 
until  late  in  the  summer.  There  has  also  been  a  scarcity  of  miners 
during  the  year,  and  interruptions  of  various  kinds,  whereby  the 
miners  lost  much  time. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Coal  and  Steel  Company  (Limited)  have  in- 
creased their  output  during  this  year  by  about  100,000  tons,  making 
the  aggregate  output  during  the  year  about  700,000  tons. 

The  McKay  mmes  at  North  Sydney  and  North  Atlantic  collieries 
at  Port  Morien,  both  new  enterprises,  have  begun  shipments  of  coal 
in  small  quantities,  which  will  be  largely  increased  during  the  present 
year. 

The  outlook  for  a  largely  increased  production  of  coal  during  1908 
is  very  promising,  as  all  the  companies  are  busily  engaged  in  driving 
slopes  and  laying  new  lines  of  rails  for  connections. 

The  year  1907  was  one  of  prosperity  for  the  iron  and  steel  indus- 
tries located  in  Cape  Breton,  the  only  drawback  being  the  trouble  ex- 
isting between  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  and  the  Dominion  Iron 
and  Steel  Company  in  regard  to  the  contract  in  force  between  the  two 
companies.    The  matter  resulted  in  suits  at  law. 

VARIOUS  INDUSTRIES  OF  THE  PROVINCE. 

The  Dominion  Tar  and  Chemical  Company,  which  uses  the  entire 
output  of  coal  tar  produced  by  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company, 
4,378,000  gallons  during  the  year,  have  had  an  exceedingly  prosper- 
ous year.  Of  their  products,  consisting  of  creosote  oil,  sheep  dip, 
coal-tar  pitch,  and  coal  tar,  $137,743  worth  was  shipped  to  the  United 
States.  The  Sydney  Cement  Company  largely  added  to  their  works 
and  have  been  fully  employed  during  the  year.  The  rolling  mills 
which  were  to  be  erected  during  the  year  have  not,  except  for  the  se- 
lection of  a  location,  been  begun.  This  was  due  to  the  money  strin- 
gency that  has  prevailed.  The  Brass  Foundry  Company,  incor- 
porated during  1906,  have  erected  their  buildings  and  are  now  install- 
ing the  machinery  necessary  for  operation,  ana  will  be  able  to  manu- 
facture products  within  a  few  months. 

The  Victoria  Gypsum  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Company,  lo- 
cated at  St.  Anns,  an  American  company,  has  shipp^  to  the  United 
States  40,740  tons  of  rock  gypsum,  an  increase  over  1906  of  4,504  tons 
during  the  year. 

The  North  Kiver  Lumber  Company,  also  an  American  enterprise, 
shipped  2,400  cords  of  rossed  pulp  wood  during  the  year  to  the 
United  States,  valued  at  $13,200.  This  company  had  a  large  amount 
of  lumber  ready  to  ross  and  ship,  i)ut  a  fire  destroyed  their  plant  and 
machinery  early  in  the  season.  They  will  be  in  operation  again  early 
in  the  spring  of  the  present  year. 

Two  companies  have  been  formed  for  the  prosecution  of  deep-sea 
fishing,  with  headquarters  at  Louisburg,  where  cold-storage  buildinjgs 
will  be  erected  for  the  preservation  of  bait.  As  the  location  of  Louis- 
burg  is  one  of  the  nearest  points  to  the  best  fishing  grounds  and 
banks,  with  a  safe  and  commodious  harbor,  also  having  sail  and 
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steamboat  connections  for  shipment  of  fish,  both  fresh  and  cured,  it 
would  seem  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  home  port  of  a  fishing  plant 

The  prospects  for  a  good  year's  business  during  1908  for  all  the 
industries  in  operation  in  tnis  section  of  Xova  Scotia  seem  to  be 
bright.  The  business  men  are  sanguine,  and  are  making  prepara- 
tions accordingly. 

NEW   MINERAL  DEPOSITS. 

Some  very  large  seams  of  coal  have  been  found  about  8  miles  from 
Antigonish.  Nova  Scotia.  The  borings  show  seams  running  from  5 
feet  to  &i  reet  in  thickness,  with  coal  of  good  quality.  No  develop- 
ment work  has  as  yet  been  commenced,  but  the  seams  are  in  a  sood 
location  for  shipment  either  by  rail  or  water,  being  only  8  miles  from 
the  Intercolonial  Railwav,  and  by  the  construction  of  a  short  line  of 
railway  to  the  Strait  or  Canso  shipments  by  water  in  the  largest- 
sized  vessels  can  be  carried  on  during  the  entire  year. 

Many  articles  have  appeared  in  the  local  newspapers  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year  calling  attention  to  various  supposed  rich  dis- 
coveries of  gold  and  copper  ores,  also  of  iron,  and  these  articles  have 
been  widely  copied,  but  as  yet  no  development  work  has  been  started 
or  carried  on  to  a  sufficient  amount  to  warrant  a  report  being  made 
on  the  different  alleged  finds.  In  fact  it  has  not  be^n  demonstrated 
in  any  single  case  that  there  is  enough  gold  or  copper  in  any  of  these 
leads  to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  the  amount  necessary  to  develop 
them  on  a  paying  basis.  ,  ^ 

There  is,  however,  an  abundance  of  bituminous  coal  existing,  ex- 
tending from  the  northern  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  bordering  on  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  on  an  almost  straight  parallel  to  the  eastern  part  of  Cape 
Breton  Island,  and  new  discoveries  are  each  year  being  made  on  this 

Sarallel  of  profitable  working  seams  of  4  feet  to  7  feet  and  over  in 
epth  of  coal,  many  of  them  being  in  localities  within  short  distances 
of  already  existing  railways,  or  by  the  construction  of  short  lines 
of  railway  to  tide  water  transportation  is  available  by  any  class  of 
vessels. 

At  this  writing  the  indications  for  a  prosperous  year  in  all  classes 
of  business  seem  to  be  nromising,  based  upon  the  facts  that  the  large 
coal,  iron,  and  steel  industries  have  orders  in  hand  at  present  to  test 
their  full  capacity  for  many  months  to  come,  and  the  subsidiary  in- 
terests will  naturally  feel  the  effect  of  their  prosperity.  Taking  them 
all  together,  a  large  amount  of  ready  money  will  be  disbursed  among 
their  employees,  which  diould  favorably  affect  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  tnis  community. 

YABMOUTH. 

By  OoNsuL  Alfred  J.  Fleming. 

From  the  natural  position  of  Yarmouth,  situated  at  the  southern 
end  of  the  peninsula  of  Nova  Scotia,  it  commands  an  advantage  over 
other  ports  of  the  Province  in  so  far  as  commerce  with  the  United 
States  is  concerned.  With  two  railroad  lines,  the  Dominion-Atlantic 
along  the  east  shore  and  the  Halifax-Southwestern  covering  the 
southwest  shore  from  Halifax  to  Yarmouth,  with  a  daily  ship  line 
during  more  than  one-half  the  year  and  twice-a-week  boats  tne  rc- 
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mainder  of  the  season,  this  port  has  a  marked  advantage  in  the  way 
of  direct  and  quick  transportation  to  the  United  States.  But  these 
are  not  all,  as  there  are  a  number  of  coast  vessels  plying  along  the 
shores  of  this  end  of  the  province  which  touch  at  scores  of  ports  and 
bring  in  vast  quantities  of  merchandise,  especially  fish  products, 
whidi  are  transhipped  from  here  to  the  United  States. 

Nearly  as  much  merchandise  is  exported  every  year  from  this  port 
without  declaration  as  ^oes  with  a  consular  invoice,  this  being  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  fliat  hundreds  of  shippers  transport  gocds  in 
lots  of  less  than  $100  in  value. 

THE  LOBSTER  AND   HERRING   CATCH. 

There  are  a  number  of  lobster-canning  plants  in  this  consular  dis- 
trict, and  they  put  in  a  fairly  busy  season  last  year,  but  a  compara- 
tively small  portion  of  their  output  went  to  the  United  States  from 
this  port,  as  the  demand  from  European  countries  was  unprecedent- 
edly  large.  As  a  rule  the  smaller  ones  only  are  canned,  the  larger 
ones,  alive,  being  exported  to  the  United  States,  where  a  ready  market 
is  foimd  and  the  pnce  is  usually  the  best  for  the  Nova  Scotia  lobster. 
The  pack  of  last  year  was  not  quite  up  to  that  of  1906,  but  the  export 
of  live  lobsters  was  considerably  greater.  During  the  year  there 
were  some  85  transshipments  of  lobsters  from  this  port,  and  the  de- 
clared total  amounted  to  more  than  $233,000. 

The  fishinff  inspector  for  the  maritime  provinces  submitted  his 
report  recently  for  the  fishing  industry  of  tne  provinces.  He  states 
that  the  Gloucester  and  Boston  schooners  carried  away  the  larger 
portion  of  the  catch,  taking  57  cargoes  during  the  year  1907,  which 
mcluded  68,770  barrels  of  pickled  and  38,120  barrels  of  frozen  her- 
ring, the  total  value  of  whicn  was  $251,653.  The  Canadian  fishermen 
during  the  season  had  22  schooners  and  Newfoundland  8,  total  30. 
These  30  vessels  took  23,040  barrels  of  pickled  herring  and  2,740  of 
frozen  herring,  the  value  of  their  catch  being  $135,442,  or  a  grand 
total  of  $387J1^5  for  the  season.  During  1906  there  were  65  Amer- 
ican and  41  JBritish  vessels  engaged  in  the  work  on  the  west  coast, 
and  they  took  from  Bay  Island  and  vicinity  116,230  barrels  of  frozen 
and  pickled  herring,  valued  at  $453,144,  or  56,000  barrels  less  in  1907 
than  in  1906.  This  decrease  is  explained,  he  says,  on  account  of  the 
mild  weather  and  poor  condition  of  many  of  the  fish.  There  was  a 
great  deal  more  salting  in  1907  than  in  1906  by  reason  of  the  very 
mild  weather. 

THE  LUBCBER  INDUSTRY  PROSPEROUS. 

There  are  in  the  Yarmouth  consular  district  four  large  sawmills 
and  lumbering  plants,  and  these  had  a  large  run  during  1907.  The 
total  output  was  about  7,500,000  feet  of  lumber  and  about  7,000,000 
of  spruce  lath.  The  former  found  ready  sale  at  about  $17,500  per 
million  feet  and  the  latter  sold  at  $2  per  thousand.  The  value  of 
the  lumber  was  $319,424  and  of  the  lath  $17,865.  Of  this  $12,532 
of  the  lath  and  $92,169  of  the  lumber  went  to  the  United  States. 
With  the  exception  of  some  $10,000  the  remainder  went  to  South 
American  ports.  The  indications  are  that  the  cut  for  1908  will  be 
at  least  one-third  less  in  this  district  by  these  four  mills,  this  being 
explained  by  the  rough  winter  which  has  made  logging  difficult,  and 
dealers  appear  to  •apprehend  low  prices  and  a  somewhat  lighter  de- 
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mand  from  the  United  States.  Prices  for  the  year  1907  were  the 
highest  for  many  jrears.  It  is  estimated  that  not  over  1,000,000  feet 
of  lumber  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  four  mills. 

COMPARATIVELY  SMALL  PURCHASES  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the  mercantile  line  Yarmouth  is  well  supplied.  Stores  of  all 
kinds  are  numerous;  the  stocks  generally  large  for  a  city  of  this  size, 
and  well  selected  and  varied  in  quality  to  meet  all  demands,  from  the 
finest  and  best  of  the  rare  importations  to  the  coarse  and  substantial 
homespun.  From  careful  investigation  among  a  number  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  the  fact  is  revealed  that  of  the  large  amount  of  mer- 
chandise imported  into  this  cit^  fully  35  or  40  per  cent  comes  from 
England,  either  directly  or  indirectly ;  about  as  much  is  of  Canadian 
manufacture,  and  the  remainder  comes  from  other  countries.  A 
rough  estimate  would  place  the  American-made  ^oods  sold  here  at 
about  12  to  15  per  cent.  On  account  of  tariff  schedules  America  does 
not  have  nearly  so  large  an  export  to  this  immediate  community  as 
the  circumstances  of  nearness  and  direct  shipment  would  warrant, 
and  American  commercial  men  are  frank  in  saying  that  on  that  ac- 
count they  find  it  harder  every  year  to  do  business  successfully  and 
profitably  in  the  maritime  provinces.  In  some  articles  the  supply 
irom  America  is  quite  large,  but  the  small  amount  in  the  general 
average  makes  the  per  cent  total  very  small.  However,  in  nearly 
all  the  stores  there  is  a  demand  for  many  articles  of  American 
production,  and  merchants  always  keep  a  small  suppljr.  In  the  ma- 
chinery line  a  very  good  showing  is  made  for  America,  especially 
typewriters,  sewing  machines,  and  many  other  articles.     With  the 

ale  generally  one  finds  American-made  goods  popular  here  and 
imand,  but  the  competition  in  price  is  something  of  a  hindrance 
to  the  inflow  of  them. 

A  cotton  company  is  one  of  the  important  industries  of  Yarmouth. 
It  manufactures  duck  exclusively,  and  employs  about  300  persons. 
During  1907  the  raw  cotton  consumed  was  valued  at  $225,000,  all 
of  which  came  from  the  United  States.  The  machinery  used  is  from 
the  United  States  and  England.  Another  industry  is  a  shoe  factory 
which  employs  90  people  and  produces  about  500  pairs  of  shoes*  a 
day.  The  machinery  used  principally  came  from  the  United  States. 
The  leather  bought  in  the  United  States  in  1907  was  valued  at 
$90,000. 

EXt*0RTS    TO    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

The  total  value  of  exports  declared  from  the  port  of  Yarmouth 
to  the  United  States  in  1907  was  $454,244,  against  $220,053  in  1906. 
The  articles  were: 


Articles. 


Cotton  waste 

Fish 

Pure,  raw 

Household  effects 

Rubber,  junk,  etc 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Lath 

Lumber 


1906. 


$6,308 

49,424 

2,350 

1,325 

2,722 

40,206 
67,998 


1907. 


W,778 

868,872 

2,127 

1,659 

7,220 

26,676 
27,994 


Articles. 


Wood,  etc.— Continued. 

other 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods... 

Grand  total 


1906. 


12,414 
81,562 


194,299 
25,754 


220,063 


1907. 


$600 

5,468 


445,894 
8,860 


454,244 
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In  addition  to  the  1907  figures  there  should  be  added  $13,793  worth 
of  fresh  fish  shipped  from  this  port  in  American  vessels  plving  in 
waters  in  this  inmiediate  vicinity,  making  a  total  of  merchandise 
declared  at  this  consulate  $459,007. 

The  exports  from  the  five  consular  agencies  to  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $485,400  in  1906  and  $360,923  in  1907.  The  value  of 
exports,  by  ports,  exclusive  of  Yarmouth,  was  as  follows : 


Agencioe. 


1906. 


1907. 


Annapolis  Royal . . . 
Barrington  PaasBge 

Wgby 

Lockport 

Shelbume 

Total 


tBO,806 
91,868 

168,744 
25,250 

109,655 


485,400 


«121,664 

58,945 

160, 6U 

28,268 

6,440 


860,928 


ONTABIO. 

BBIiliEVLLIiE. 

By  Ck>N8T7L  MiCHASL  J.  HeNBBICK* 

The  declared  value  of  domestic  exports  from  the  Belleville  con- 
sular district  to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1905,  1906,  and 
1907  was  $491,240,  $471,903,  and  $473,641,  respectively.  Of  these 
totals  Belleville  supplied  articles  worth  $138,666  in  1905,  $104,310  in 
1906,  and  $64,272  m  1907.  From  the  Deseronto  agency  the  figures 
were  $206,325,  $213,257,  and  $239,236;  from  the  Napanee  agency, 
$3,251,  $3,665,  and  $9,363 ;  from  Pictou,  $30,996,  $40,062,  and  $53,478 ; 
and  from  Trenton,  $112,002,  $110,609,  and  $107,313.  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  export  from  Deseronto  in  1907  were  lumber  valued  at  $208,130, 
shingles  $17,414,  and  lath  $6,203 ;  from  Napanee  furs  worth  $3,300, 
household  goods  $2,175,  and  hub  blocks  $1,200;  from  Pictou  pease 
worth  $42,184,  household  goods  $4,250,  and  horses  $3,600;  and  from 
Trenton  hides  and  skins  valued  at  $48,391,  api)les  $12,216,  lumber 
$12,398,  and  telegraph  poles  $10,421.  The  following  statement  shows 
the  value  of  the  domestic  exports  from  Belleville  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Apples 

Cattle 

Hides  and  eldxu 

Household  goods . . . 

Lambs 

Leather,  scrap,  etc . 

Steel,  scrap 

Talc 

Whisky 

All  other  articles .. . 


$1,9U 


28,876 
0,813 
6,168 


97,179 

771 

260 

2,696 


$1,416 
88,888 
9,164 
2,280 
2,042 
88,826 
2,696 
100 
9.400 


$1,916 
6,067 

81,741 
6,926 
2,260 
2,688 


8,079 
2,289 
9,466 


Total. 


188,666 


104,810 


64,272 


The  apparent  decrease  of.  exports  from  Belleville  was  due  to  large 
quantities  of  scrap  steel  beinff  sent  by  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  to 
the  United  States  in  1905  and  1906  to  be  rerolled  and  returned,  when 
none  was  sent  in  1907.  If  this  item  were  eliminated  in  making  com- 
parisons it  would  show  a  slight  increase  in  general  exports  for  1907. 
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By  Ck)N8UL  John  B.  Hamilton. 

Cornwall  is  the  principal  town  of  this  consular  district.  It  has  ex- 
ceptional transportation  facilities,  being  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Kailway  and  the  New  York  and  Ottawa  division  of  the 
New  York  Central,  which  crosses  the  St.  Lawrence  River  at  this 
point  and  connects  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  20  miles  north, 
with  daily  lines  bv  river  to  St.  Regis,  Huntingdon,  Stanley  Island, 
and  Dundee,  in  Canada,  and  Massena,  Bamharts  Island,  and  Fort 
Covington  in  New  York  State.  There  is  a  daily  and  triweekly  steam- 
ship service  passing  Cornwall  from  Montreal  to  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
and  St.  Catherines.  There  are  also  the  regular  freighters  and  tugs  to 
Rochester,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  and  Toledo.  Cornwall  is  headquar- 
ters for  one  of  the  largest  cheese  boards  in  Ontario,  the  output  of 
which  in  1907  sold  for  $286,099.  The  number  of  che^e  boards  m  this 
district  is  222,  and  their  total  output  for  1907  sold  for  $2,916,451  j  the 
butter  sold  for  $17,560.  This  cheese  and  butter  go  almost  entirely 
to  Great  Britain. 

Employment  up  to  October.  1907,  was  plentiful  and  the  demand 
for  laborers  was  continuous,  out  since  that  time  the  effects  of  the 
financial  depression  have  been  felt  and  many  wage-earners  are  work- 
ing on  short  time.  The  outlook  is  improving  and  conditions  are 
such  that  banks  are  more  liberal,  and  it  is  predicted  that  affairs  of  all 
characters  will  soon  assume  a  normal  state.  In  the  several  manufac- 
turing establishments  in  and  around  Qomwall  over  2,600  persons  are 
employed. 

As  this  is  principally  an  agricultural  district,  there  is  a  strong  de- 
mand for  farm  hands  at  go<3  wages.  In  Cornwall  the  want  of  do- 
mestic help  was  sorely  felt  owing  to  the  demand  for  labor  in  the 
mills.  Farm  laborers  average  atout  $80  per  month;  domestic  ser- 
vants from  $3.50  to  $5  per  week,  and  laborers  from  $1.50  to  $2  per 
day.  The  shortage  of  skilled  labor  has  to  a  great  extent  retarded 
building  and  improvements. 

TRADE   WITH   THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Cornwall  to  the  United  States 
in  1907  amounted  to  $80,932,  a  decrease  of  $48,655  from  1906  and 
$63,798  from  1905.    The  articles  were : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Animals: 

Cattle                                   

fl,660 

8,025 

5,401 

5,905 

428 

62,152 
8,700 
1,256 

28,734 

800 

7,088 

S674 

Hones.       

$18,522 

11,610 

Cotton                                       .       .             

8,621 

Dru^s                   .    . ......................................... 

6,888 

Hay 

1,267 

Hides                   

79,873 
6,356 
4,580 

29,277 
600 

12,022 

17.641 

Household  croods 

6,868 

IitiTnl>er      ««.r      -  --r -- -......-. 

6,382 

Skins,  calf 

15,814 

Tools 

908 

All  other  articles 

7,514 

Total 1 

144,730 

129,587 

80,982 

"The  imports  into  the  Cornwall  consular  district  from  the  United 
States  in  1905  amounted  to  $896,635;  1906,  $1,023,320,  and  1907, 
$1,193,279.  ^ 
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FOBT  ERIE. 

By  Consul  Horace  J.  Habvet. 

The  value  of  the  exports,  including  returned  American  goods, 
from  Fort  Erie  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  years  1905, 
1906,  and  1907  was  $233,479,  $391,492,  and  $877,595,  respectively. 
Of  the  total  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907,  $290,868  repre- 
sented returned  goods,  of  which  American  race  horses  were  valued  at 
$209,480.  The  principal  articles  of  export  of  Canadian  products  to 
the  United  States  in  1907  were: 


Articles. 


Value. 


AninuUs: 

CatUe 

Horses 

Sbeep  and  lambs. 
EmigrantB*  effects ... 

Fish,  fresh 

Hides 

Oat  halls 

PoQltry.liTe 


tl50,967 
28,871 
U7,033 
14,742 
24,843 
68,068 
7,  Ml 
5.000 


Articles. 


Value. 


Scrap  mbber |     fl9,S89 


8eedA,  clover  and  grnuw 

Theatrical  effects 

Twine,  binder 

Wheat 

All  other  articles 


8,105 
8,404 

77,000 
7,178 

40.686 


Total 586,727 


AGRICULTURE  AND   INDUSTRIES CONSOLIDATION   OF   SHIPYARDS. 

Early  in  the  season  of  1907.  hay  being  very  high  and  scarce  in 
the  United  States,  Canadian  larmers  sold  all  their  surplus  to  the 
American  markets.  The  crop  of  that  year  turned  out  to  he  an  almost 
total  failure  in  some  parts  of  Ontario,  especially  in  the  Lake  Huron 
and  Georgian  Bay  districts,  and  farmers  were  obliged  to  sell  their 
cattle,  in  some  cases  at  $5  a  head.  The  high  price  of  barley  in  the 
American  markets  caused  liberal  shipments  to  be  made  from  this 
point. 

There  are  no  cities  in  this  consular  district,  but  the  villa^  of  Wel- 
land,  on  the  Welland  Canal,  20  miles  west  of  here,  is  developing 
rapidly,  many  new  industries  having  been  started  and  many  more 
contemplated.  Electric  power  from  Niagara  Falls  will  be  used.  At 
Port  Colbome,  at  the  head  of  the  Welland  Canal,  a  large  grain  ele- 
vator is  nearly  completed,  which  will  be  used  for  transferring  grain 
from  lake  vessels  which  are  too  large  to  pass  through  the  canal.  One 
of  the  largest  cement  plants  in  Canada  is  being  built  there  also.  At 
Dunnville  there  are  many  small  industries. 

The  consolidation  of  Ontario  shipyards  is  about  completed.  The 
Collingwood  dry  dock  and  shipyard  will  be  used  for  making  ma- 
chinery for  the  other  plants,  the  Canadian  Ship  Building  Company 
will  close  their  works  in  Toronto,  and  those  near  here  will  be  en- 
larged and  used  for  building  the  hulls  of  large  vessels  for  the  Great 
Lakes  trade;  and  the  Pol^n  works  in  Toronto  will  be  used  for 
making  machinery  for  the  other  plants. 


HAMIIiTON. 

By  Consul  James  M.  Shepabo. 

The  total  value  of  imports  at  Hamilton  in  1907  was  $13,933,609,  of 
which  the  dutiable  goods  amounted  to  $8,342,299,  and  free  goods  to 
$5,591,810.  The  vame  of  imports  for  consumption  was  $13,781,281 
and  the  duties  collected  $1,888,773.    This  was  an  increase  over  1896 
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of  $2,862,803  in  total  value  of  imports,  $2,806,836  in  goods  withdrawn 
for  consumption,  and  $324,738  in  duties  collected. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  thb 
consular  district  was  $1,579,193,  an  increase  of  $674,567  over  1906. 

The  vear  1907  was  the  most  prosperous  and  progressive  in  the  his- 
tory or  Hamilton,  notwithstanding  that  it  closed  with  a  depression 
of  industries  that  threw  3,000  men  out  of  employment  and  taxed 
public  and  private  charities  severely  throughout  the  winter.  There 
were  671  building  permits  issued  during  the  year. 

The  financial  stringency  has  checked  contemplated  extensions  of 
railway  facilities  and  caused  the  temporary  abandonment  of  proposed 
new  lines,  but  the  electric  road  from  Hamilton  to  Brantford,  now  in 
operation  to  Ancaster,  will  be  completed  by  June  1,  1908,  adding  a 
third  route  between  the  cities,  and  traversing  a  rich  farming  section 
now  limited  to  wagon  traffic. 

An  important  steamboat  merger,  covering  the  largest  fleet  of  Can- 
adian ships  on  the  Lakes,  is  announced.  All  the  companies  interested 
are  to  be  merged  under  the  name  of  the  Inland  Navigation  Company, 
and  the  present  stockholders  in  the  various  companies  are  to  have  the 
privilege  of  transferring  their  stock,  share  for  share,  for  stock  in 
the  new  company  or  retaining  their  present  holdings.  The  length 
of  the  steamers  in  the  fleet  range  from  190  to  257  feet.  The  boats 
will  be  operated  in  the  general  trade  from  Lake  Superior  to  tlie 
St.  Lawrence  River,  their  size  enabling  them  to  go  through  the  canals 
of  the  lower  lakes  without  difficulty. 

There  is  no  better  foreign  market  in  proportion  to  the  population 
for  all  classes  of  American  goods  than  this  consular  district,  but, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  it  can  not  be  profitably  covered  by 
catalogues  or  correspondence.  Every  salesman  whose  route  includes 
Buffalo  or  Niagara  Falls  should  visit  Hamilton  regularlv.  There 
is  no  license  fee  required,  no  discrimination,  and  no  popular  preju- 
dice against  American  goods. 


EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Hamilton  to  the  United  States 
during  the  calendar  year  1907  was  $747,494,  an  increase  of  $207,758 
and  ^42,206,  respectively,  over  1906  and  1905.  The  leading  items 
of  export  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle  for  exhibition . 

Hogs  for  breeding . . . 

Horses 

Horses,  racing 

Sheep  for  breeding. . . 

Apples 

Bones 

Brass  clippings 

Emigrants' effects 

Grease 

Hides  and  skins 

Jewelers'  sweepings 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Ore,  silyer 

Paper,  scrap 

Bags 


1906. 


11,980 
820 


1,930 
7,064 


6,497 

73,878 

9,668 

19,858 

898 

978 

1,090 


291 
2,614 


9586 

5,216 

106,000 

4,672 

6,468 

427 

6,391 

42,566 

7,268 

28,057 

1,188 

8,006 

566 

5,450 

495 

1,201 


1907. 


17,750 
300 

9,060 
127,460 

4,990 
24,701 

2,029 
10,698 
69,287 
11,743 
89,699 

1,781 
24,192 

8,295 

1,646 
482 

6,178 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE  AND  IKDU8TBIES  OF  CANADA. 


59 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


BlaognaB 

Closer 

GruB 

Tea 

Toteooo 

nn,  waste 

Whiiiy 

Wool 

All  other  articlee. 


Total. 


Bullion: 
Gold... 
Silver. 


Total 

Betumed  American  goods. 
Grand  total 


12,857 

17,016 

101 

6,660 

1,761 

686 


65,288 
66,766 


276,906 

1,876 
87,478 


88,848 


89,684 


405,288 


$4,067 
27,668 


8,411 
8,740 
10,267 
2,847 
88,066 
78,600 


486,099 


2,570 
89,478 


42,048 


71,589 


549,786 


17,680 

1,447 

926 

848 

5,807 

17,278 

1,106 

128,828 

109,886 


617,880 


10,772 
47,722 


68,494 


71,670 


747,494 


BBANTFORD  AGBKCT. 

By  Consular  Agent  Mabtin  W.  McBwen. 

The  year  1907  in  this  district  was  one  of  continued  prosperitj  and 
advancement.  The  city  of  Brantford  has  a  population  according  to 
the  latest  returns  of  a  little  over  20,000  people,  and  there  are  some 
3,000  more  who  live  in  the  immediate  suburbs.  Brantford  still  main- 
tains its  position  as  sixth  of  the  cities  of  Canada  in  the  value  of  its 
manufactured  goods,  and  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  stands  third 
or  fourth  in  the  value  of  its  manufactures  exported.  As  a  ^eat  many 
of  the  manufacturers  here  produce  largely  for  export  trade  to  Great 
Britain,  Australia,  Russia,  and  other  countries,  the  recent  financial 
stringency  has  not  affected  to  any  very  appreciable  extent  the  value  of 
their  output. 

From  statistics  carefully  prepared  by  the  secretar;^  of  the  board  of 
trade  for  Brantford,  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  industrial 
concerns  in  1907  was  6,000;  in  1906  5,379,  an  increase  of  621.  The 
amount  paid  in  wages  was  $2,750,000,  an  increase  of  over  $350,000  for 
1907.  The  total  revenue  from  the  post-office  increased  $2,000.  The 
amount  collected  for  1907  by  the  inland  revenue  department  was 
$107,000,  an  increase  of  about  $11,000  over  1906,  and  although  I  am  not 
able  to  give  the  figures  for  the  customs  returns  for  1907, 1  understand 
there  was  a  larger  relative  increase  than  there  was  in  the  inland  rev- 
enue department.  The  total  freight  brought  into  the  city  by  the  rail- 
wajrs  in  1907  was  811,482  tons,  as  compared  with  241,157  tons  in  1906, 
an  increase  of  70,325  tons.  The  amount  of  freight  taken  out  of  the 
city  by  the  railways  in  1907  was  111,004  tons,  an  increase  of  12,476 
tons  over  1906. 

INDUSTRIAL   ACTIVITY — ^ELECTRIC   RAILWATS. 

The  value  of  the  new  buildings  erected  in  Brantford  during  the 
year  1907  was  something  over  $500,000,  an  increase  of  about  $100,000 
over  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  this 
consular  agency  for  the  United  States  during  1907  was  $407,420,  as 
compared  with  $153,669  in  1906.    The  total  number  of  invoices  of 
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goods  for  export  to  the  United  States  certified  to  at  this  agency  was 
627  in  1907,  and  182  in  1906.  The  chief  articles  exported  to  the 
United  States  in  which  an  increase  occurred  were  calfskins,  hides, 
fertilizer,  flour,  apples,  and  live  stock. 

At  least  8  new  factories  were  established  in  Brantford  during  the 
year  1907,  and  in  addition  to  these  several  of  the  older  industriesTiave 
very  considerably  increased  their  plants ;  and  in  all  there  are  46  dif- 
ferent manufacturing  establishments  in  the  city,  and  until  within  tiie 
last  month  of  1907  they  were  all  operated  to  their  fullest  capacity. 
Three  or  four  of  the  large  manufacturing  establishments  are  branches 
of  American  industries,  and  are  owned  By  Americans. 

Brantford  is  situated  in  a  splendid  agricultural  district,  and  is  a 
good  market  center,  there  beinc  no  other  place  of  any  size  <m  the 
south  to  Lake  Erie,  which  is  about  40  miles.  Besides  bein^  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  and  the  Toronto,  Hamilton  andBuffalo 
railroads,  the  city  is  also  served  by  the  Grand  Valley  Electric  Com- 
pany, which  runs  to  Gait,  and  a  splendidlv  built  new  radial  road  has 
just  been  completed,  connecting  Brantrord  with  Hamilton.  The 
right  of  way  has  been  purchased  for  another  electric  road  from  Brant- 
ford to  Port  Dover  on  liake  Erie,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  built 
during  the  coming  smnmer  if  the  financial  market  is  easier. 

STEADILY  INCREASING  PURCHASES  OF  AMERICAN  GOODS. 

From  what  I  can  ascertain  in  spite  of  the  preference  given  to  Eng- 
lish goods  the  quantity  of  American  goods  imported  into  this  district 
is  steadily  increasing.  Not  only  teictue  goods,  boots,  shoes,  and  other 
articles  of  wearing  apparel,  but  also  merchandise  manufactured  from 
iron  and  steel  show  increases,  and  there  is  an  additional  quantity  of 
coal,  steel,  and  iron  imported  by  the  manufacturers  here  as  raw  ma- 
terial. The  Grand  Valley  electric  road,  also  the  Erie  road^  for 
whidi  the  right  of  way  has  been  purchased  from  Brantford  to  Port 
Dover,  are  owned  by  syndicates  of  American  citizens.  In  this  dis- 
trict is  also  the  town  of  Paris,  which  is  7  miles  from  Brantford,  with 
a  population  of  about  4,000,  and  is  steadily  growing  in  population  and 
importance.  In  Paris  is  the  largest  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods  in 
Canada.  It  has  also  several  other  manufacturing  industries  of  grow- 
inffimportance.  The  city  of  Woodstock,  which  is  about  20  miles  west 
of  Brantford,  is  also  in  this  district.  It  has  several  progressive  manu- 
facturing establishments.  Among  other  things  manufactured  in 
Woodstock  are  wagons,  furniture,  and  pianos,  and  there  is  also  a  tan- 
nery doing  a  good  business.  In  this  district  is  also  the  town  of  Inger- 
solL  with  a  population  of  about  3,000.  One  of  the  best  known  pork- 
packing  establishments  in  Canada  is  located  there,  and  does  a  large 
business.  It  exports  to  the  United  States  a  considerable  amount  of 
fertilizer.  There  are  several  other  industries  in  Ingersoll,  and  for  the 
size  of  the  town  a  large  commercial  business  is  done. 
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The  value  of  artides  of  export  to  the  United  States  in  1905  was 
$128,086;  in  1906,  $153,569,  and  in  1907,  $407,420.  The  principal 
items  were : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Animals: 

Cattle 

laoo 

600 
4,825 
181800 

1764 

Hoes 

f  1,265 
2,800 
14,776 

2.877 
2,750 
11,440 
13,854 
891 

Hones 

Sheep 

Apples 

Bones. 

715 
5,872 

462 
481 
4,806 
70,415 
21,145 
2,885 

(Jtatiftgn . . -  - .... 

619 

Fertiliffern r 

82,028 
189,868 

Hides 

4i,605' 

8,760 

8,765 

668 

Household  effects 

28.707 

Intestines 

1.820 
$776 
^666 
1.087 
1  960 

Lomber  ........*r.--T r- 

Oat  hulls 

685 

Paper  stock. 

1.618 
1,618 

2' SI 
6,285 

0,054 

741 

4,M5 

10,657 

"Bagn 

654 

1,013 
1,924 
7,054 
1,068 

RoBber 

909 

Seeds 

2,947 

SkinSfCalf      

40,667 
9,829 
7,529 

97,182 

Tomips 

Wool               

All  other  artidai 

7,768 

Total 

116,401 
11,685 

144,692 
8,977 

407,420 
12,284 

'RAtn-pfiMl  Amc^Hci^n  tmnAn , . ^ r.-.,,    . 

Qiand  total 

128,086 

158,560 

407,420 

6AI.T  AGBNCT. 

By  OoNBTTLAB  AoEiTr  Jaiies  Rtokson. 

Gait  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Grand  River,  about  25  miles 
nearly  due  west  from  Hamilton,  on  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
and  also  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  is  also  connected  with 
several  towns  by  an  excellent  electric  railway.  It  is  a  thriving  place 
of  9,000  inhabitants  and  its  principal  industries  are  foundries, 
machine  shops  and  knit-goods  factories.  There  are  7  machine  shops, 
etc.,  employing  1,200  hands,  almost  all  being  skilled  mechanics. 
The  4  Imit-goods  factories  employ  700  persons,  about  one-half  of 
whom  are  females.  The  other  manufacturing  establishments,  such 
as  carriage  factory,  malleable-iron  works,  and  saw  works,  give  em- 
ployment to  a  great  many  persons. 

All  of  these  industries  are  at  present  in  a  highly  prosperous  con- 
dition; no  failures  having  taken  place  during  the  depression.  All 
are  using  large  quantities  of  American  goods,  prmcipally  raw 
materials.  However,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  American 
machinery  is  imported,  especially  for  textile  factories,  and 
gives  the  very  best  satisfaction.  Coal  is  all  American,  and  iron 
and  steel  come  partly  from  the  United  States.  Pig  iron  is  mostly 
domestic,  although  a  large  quantity  comes  from  Scotland. 

I  find  that  American  manufacturers  confine  their  efforts  to  secure 
trade  here  almost  entirely  to  circulars  and  advertisements  in  the  trade 
journals.  These  are  no  doubt  of  considerable  value,  still  the  presence 
of  one  good  American  drummer  with  samples  is  needed  to  get  the 
trade  in  any  line  here,    I  am  convinced  that  a  very  large  trade  in 
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boots  and  shoes,  fan^  goods,  notions,  and  dry  goods  could  be  done 
here  if  the  proper  enort  was  put  forth. 


SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  value  of  exports  from  Gait,  including  goods  returned,  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906,* 

1906. 

1907. 

Animals: 

Horaefl... 

9126 
20,101 
8,526 

^SS 

2,660 

2,028 
7,416 

24,968 
2,907 
6,428 
2,987 
6,168 
926 
1,814 

92,612 
8,484 

18,201 

$12,880 

IaidIm 

$4,398 

6^067 

Sheep 

691 

B<me8 

1,282 
1,021 
8,802 
17,249 
2,800 
484 

Buttons 

1,844 
2,210 

Bnn r .....T.......T.... 

EmlprmntV  effectn ,       .  t  .    , ,,,--,,.-, 

26,860 
1,875 

Fermizen 

Flour 

18,965 

Hides  and  skins 

86,418 
10,647 

HoTtebfttr r , - ,  . -.-,,.-- 

7,794 
606 

Leather.  scraD 

0^ 
7860 
80.805 

lAimher     -  . r r    .    .        r        ^  t        . 

Oat  hulls 

Rubber,  crude 

1,660 
406 
72,108 
6,289 
4,760 

8,488 

Saws 

1,074 

Whisky 

126,078 
22,868 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

81,415 

Total 

127,648 
6,470 

217,876 
16,168 

894,948 

Returned  American  ^oods , ' . . . . 

29,886 

Grand  total r  r 

184,018 

288,589 

424,279 

KINGSTON. 

By  Consul  Howabd  D.  Van  Sant. 

Commercially  this  district  prospered  during  1907,  a  number  of 
new  business  ventures  being  made  or  proposed.  Kingston  is  the  port 
of  entry  for  a  district  extending  over  50  miles  inland  and  some  60 
miles  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Lake  Ontario.  The  district 
is  dotted  with  small  towns,  resorts,  mining  and  fishing  camps,  and 
besides  farming  is  carried  on  to  some  extent,  which  affords  a  good 
market  for  the  sale  of  wire  fencing,  mining  machinery,  farming  im- 
plements, groceries,  hardware,  fishing  tackle,  and  many  other  articles 
used  in  a  country  trade. 

The  amount  of  grain  received  at  Kingston  during  1907  was 
15,732,526  bushels,  and  of  coal  52,280  tons,  which  was  a  considerable 
increase  over  1906.  The  principal  exports  from  Kingston  to  the 
United  States  for  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were; 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Feldspftr 

$24,084 
5,858 
80,506 
13,789 
27,150 

$60,290 
16,744 

102,691 
28,666 
48,268 

$88,409 
26,682 
82  447 

Hay 

Rl<ipff,  fflrlnfi,  and  h*i' T 

LnnlMr    ......,....TTrrr--r r r ^-,--,., l.r-T.r-rTt,.... 

22,776 
23.846 

Mica 

Total 

161,477 

240,688 

194,060 

The  assessed  valuation  of  Kingston  in  1907  showed  that  the  taxes 
and  debt  per  capita  are  lower,  with  three  exceptions,  than  for  any 
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city  in  Ontario  of  from  10,000  to  40,000  population.  Guelph,  at 
$8.12  per  capita,  holds  first  place  for  low  taxes,  while  Kingston's 
taxes  are  $8.84.  About  800  immigrants  have  settled  in  the  district 
from  Great  Britain  and  Europe,  while  nearly  an  equal  number  of 
Canadians  have  emigrated  to  me  United  States  and  to  the  west  and 
northwest 

The  extensions  to  the  li^t  and  power  plants  have  been  completed 
and  the  rates  for  electricity  and  gas  have  been  materially  reduced, 
(jas  is  now  $1  per  thousand. 


NIAGARA  FAIiliS. 

By  Consul  Whxiak  H.  H.  Websteb. 

This  district  at  the  present  time  is  prosperous,  and  there  is  some 
talk  of  the  government  snendin^  a  large  sum  of  money  in  d^pening 
the  waterway  on  the  Welland  River  between  Chippewa  and  Welland. 
This  would  give  access  from  the  Niagara  River  to  the  Welland  Canal 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  factories  along  its  banks.  The  three 
companies  gjeneratin^  power  from  Niagara  Falls  are  in  operation. 
Power  is  being  furnished  for  numerous  establishments  through  the 
province,  and  a  large  quantity  of  electricity  is  exported  to  the  United 
States. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  was  $898,459,  in  1906,  $878,725,  and  in  1905,  $624,711. 
These  figures  do  not  include  shipments  under  $100.  The  increase 
is  due  to  the  new  industries  located  in  the  district.  The  largest  ship- 
ments come  from  the  pulp  mills  located  at  Merritton  and  Thorold, 
which  have  been  running  ruU  force  for  the  last  three  years. 

The  estimated  population  of  this  district  is  55,000,  and  comprises 
the  cities  of  Niagara  Falls,  St.  Catharines,  the  towns  of  Welland, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Port  Dalhousie,  and  village  of  Thorold, 
Merritton,  Queenston,  St.  Davids,  Chippewa,  Port  JRobinson,  Stam- 
ford, and  Fenwick. 


ORLLIilA. 

By  Consul  Ebnest  A.  Wakefield. 

The  business  conditions  prevailing  in  this  consular  district  during 
the  year  1907  have  been  eminently  satisfactory,  if  we  except  the  clos- 
ing quarter  of  the  year.  Both  imports  and  exports  show  a  healthy 
increase,  while  new  enterprises  now  under  way  and  soon  to  be  com- 
menced promise  well  for  ousiness  activity.  Unsettled  financial  con- 
ditions partially  checked  the  remarkable  advance  in  the  productive 
capacity  of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  In  New  Ontario,  the  mineral 
belt  extending  north  of  Sudbury  and  through  the  Cobalt  region 
unquestionably  is  very  rich  in  silver,  nickel,  and  copper.  Many 
properties  of  great  value  and  productiveness  are  at  present  being 
worked,  while  others  probably  equally  good  are  developing.  Un- 
fortunately during  the  excitement  incidental  to  the  early  develop- 
ment of  Cobalt  and  surrounding  territory  a  number  of  companies 
were  incorporated  based  on  clauns  which  have  as  yet  shown  little 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

value,  and  more  or  less  stock  sold  which  has  not  so  far  yielded  any 
return  and  very  likely  never  will. 

The  mining  aistrict  deserves  the  attention  of  manufacturers  of  min- 
ing and  smelting  machinery,  as  in  the  near  future  the  demand  will 
rapidly  increase.  The  district  is  well  watered  and  many  motor  boats 
are  already  used.  These  will  be  increased  fourfold  in  the  next  two 
years,  as  they  are  extremely  useful  in  conveying  men  and  supplies 
from  railway  connections  to  the  various  camps,  in  carrying  ore,  and 
for  hunting,  fishing,  and  tourist  parties.  Almost  every  class  of  mer- 
chandise exported  from  the  United  States  into  Canada  should  find  a 
ready  market  in  New  Ontario.  Wholesale  houses  of  any  importance 
in  Canada  have  travelers  covering  the  district.  Exporters  from  the 
United  States  will  do  well  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  possibilities 
of  New  Ontario. 

BIDDING  rOR  CANADIAN  TRADE. 

More  care  should  be  taken  by  the  exporters  to  cater  to  the  wants 
and  customs  of  the  Canadian  people.  In  the  matter  of  hats,  caps, 
^irts,  and  collars,  the  American  sizes  do  not  correspond  with  the 
English  and  Canadian  sizes.  Many  purchasers  do  not  understand 
this,  and  in  buying  American-made  goods  do  not  procure  the  proper 
sizes.  American  goods  are  very  poorly  advertised  throughout  the 
district.  Some  advertise  insufficiently,  others  without  knowledge  of 
the  public,  with  its  varied  opinions,  that  is  to  be  attracted.  Omers, 
again,  are  not  sufficiently  careful  in  performing  all  promises  accord- 
ing to  advertisement.  Comparisons,  expressed  or  implied,  are  unnec- 
essary, and  manufacturers  should  be  very  careful  not  to  prepare  ad- 
vertising matter  which  may  be  made  the  basis  for  advertisements  of 
comf)etitors  in  Canada.  One  firm  selling  carpenters'  tools  have  a  dis- 
tinctive and  appropriate  trade  name  appearing  on  all  lines  which 
they  manufacture.  The  firm  name  ana  place  of  manufacture  is 
plainly  given,  but  the  trade  name  occupies  the  more  prominent  posi- 
tion. This  firm  is  apparently  doing  a  good  business  with  satisfactory 
results  to  customers  and  retailers.  In  most  instances  I  am  satisfied 
the  proper  method  will  occur  to  business  men  who  give  the  matter 
thought.  Canada  is  just  commencing  to  take  a  prominent  part 
among  manufacturing  nations,  and  people  in  this  aistrict  are  con- 
scious and  proud  of  it,  which  naturally  disposes  them  to  be  more 
than  usually  keen  to  patronize  home  industries.  Any  article  of 
American  manufacture  possessing  equal  or  superior  merit  can  be 
readily  sold  if  properly  presented  to  the  buying  public.  Every  article 
exported  from  the  United  States  which  is  not  up  to  this  standard 
hurts  the  export  trade  in  general. 

PLAYING  CARDS  AND  BISCUITS — BUSINESS  REVIVING. 

Two  articles  which  especially  merit  the  attention  of  United  States 
exporters  are  playing  cards  and  fancy  crackers  or  biscuita  In  play- 
ing cards  both  English  and  Canadian  houses  are  manufacturing  a 
high-grade  article  with  attractive  designs  appropriate  to  this  coun- 
try. English  manufacturers  have  lately  placed  large  orders  in  both 
these  lines  in  the  district,  and  are  making  marked  headway  as  against 
both  the  Canadian  and  American  product.  The  English  firm  manu- 
facturing biscuits  has  a  very  attractive  display  of  samples  in  a  glass- 
topped  case  in  every  store  which  handles  their  product.    No  more 
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attractive  method  of  display  has  ever  been  used  in  this  district. 
These  biscuits  are  of  infinite  variety,  very  carefully  prepared  and 
packed,  and  are  giving  every  satisfaction.  If  American  goods  of  this 
character  are  to  holcT  the  place  they  have  occupied  in  recent  years 
this  competition  must  be  taken  into  serious  account. 

Because  of  the  continued  activity  in  railway  building,  mining, 
lumbering,  and  water  transportation  facilities  the  year  1^8  should 
be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  the  year  just  closed.  Financial  affairs 
are  rapidly  resuming  normal  conditions  with  the  advantages  which 
will  naturally  accrue  from  a  cessation  of  the  purely  speculative  fea- 
tures which  have  been  quite  prominent  in  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Most  business  men  take  a  very  cheerful  view  of  business  conditions 
for  1908,  and  are  preparing  for  the  increase  expected  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring.  Stocks  are  low,  trade  inquiries  are  increasing, 
and  conmiercial  travelers  report  a  gradual  improvement  in  orders. 

OUTPUT  OF  LUMBER — PRESERVATION  OP  FORESTS. 

The  cut  of  logs  during  the  winter  of  1906-7  was  slightly  above 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  agnegating  in  this  district  450,000,000 
feet  of  pine,  75,000,000  feet  of  hemlock  and  hardwood,  and  80,000 
cords  of  pulp  wood.  The  cut  of  pine  for  the  winter  of  1907-8  did 
not  exceed  400,000,000  feet  The  market  has  been  very  dull  since 
November  1,  but  prices  have  been  maintained  and  the  demand  is 
improving.  More  pulp  wood  is  being  cut  than  formerly,  as  the  de- 
mand is  steadily  increasinjg.  Large  tracts  containing  thousands  of 
acres  of  plup-wood  timber  m  New  Ontario  are  attracting  considerable 
attention  at  present.  The  subject  of  reforestation  is  receiving  the 
careful  attention  of  both  the  Dominion  and  provincial  governments, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  immediate  future  active  energetic 
measures  for  the  conservation  of  the  timber  supply  of  Canada  will 
result.  Pulp-wood  exportation  will  probably  be  prohibited  and  a 
definite  plan  adopted  lor  replacing  the  annual  cut  by  systematic  tree 
planting  on  the  barren  and  denuded  sections.  Railway  ties  are  pro- 
cured all  through  the  northern  portion  of  this  district.  Prices  are 
high  and  the  demand  constantly  increasing.  Ties  that  were  sold 
ten  years  ago  for  15  and  18  cents  now  bring  38  and  40  cents  each. 
The  Toronto-Sudbury  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  branch  and  the 
James  Bay  Line  from  Toronto  north  have  openea  up  good  districts 
for  railway  ties  and  considerable  supplies  of  telegraph  poles. 

PULP  AND  PAPER  INDUSTRIES — MINES  AND  MINING. 

A  paper  mill  company  of  Sturgeon  Falls  is  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver with  a  petition  against  it  for  a  winding-up  order.  A  reor- 
ganization is  now  being  attempted  which,  if  successful,  will  insure 
the  continued  operation  of  the  mill  at  its  full  capacity,  50  tons  of 
paper  per  day.  Another  pulp  and  paper  company  is  operating  at 
its  full  capacity  with  apparent  profitable  results.  The  annual  output 
is  45,000  tons  of  pulp,  the  most  of  which  finds  a  ready  market  in 
Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Wisconsin.  Both  these  plants  are 
equipped  largely  with  American  machinery  and  have  magnificent 
water  power  with  abundant  wood  supply.  In  fact,  throughout  north- 
em  Ontario  splendid  water  power  abounds  in  proximity  to  the  raw 
material  for  pulp  and  paper  manufacture.  Within  the  next  ten  years 
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pulp  and  paper  will  occupy  a  prominent  position  among  the  produc- 
tions of  this  district. 

Cobalt  is  now  a  household  word  throughout  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  In  the  place  of  the  exploitation  of  the  last  few  years  the 
principal  properties  are  now  being  developed  and  operated  with  con- 
stantly increasing  output.  The  feverish  boom  has  disappeared,  being 
replaced  by  a  healthy  progressive  business  spirit,  which  is  accom- 
plishing satisfactory  results.  The  mineral  output  of  Cobalt  and 
vicinity  for  the  past  four  years  was  as  follows:  158  tons  in  1904. 
valued  at  $136,217;  2,144  tons  in  1905,  valued  at  $1,473,196;  5,129 
tons  in  1906,  valued  at  $3,900,000,  and  14,040  tons  in  1907,  valued  at 
$10,000,000. 

From  this  a  fair  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  increasing  importance 
of  this  camp  and  vicinity.  The  nickel-matte  output  at  Copper  Cliff 
has  largely  exceeded  any  previous  year  in  its  history.  The  produc- 
tion for  the  last  three  years  is,  approximately,  for  1905,  $1,150,000 ; 
1906,  $1,800,000;  and  1907,  $2,270,000.  As  the  building  of  the  Temis- 
kaming  and  New  Ontario  Railway  caused  the  discovery  of  silver  in 
Cobalt,  many  mineralogists  expect  the  construction  of  the  Grand 
Tnmk  Pacific  Railway  will  result  in  opening  even  a  richer  mineral 
district  in  crossing  the  mineral  belt  north  of  Cobalt.  Manv  pros- 
pectors are  scattered  far  and  wide  between  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way  and  Hudson  Bay.  According  to  the  best  information  obtainable 
ore  will  soon  be  shipped  from  IWSose  Mountain  Mine  via  Key  Inlet 
or  Key  Harbor,  the  new  lake  port  on  the  peorgian  Bay.  For  several 
years  very  favorable  reports  nave  been  circulated  as  to  the  value  of 
this  mine,  which  certainly  contains  a  vast  body  of  iron  ore.  If  the 
project  is  successful  and  the  ore  proves  of  desirable  quality  a  large 
plant  will  be  erected. 

MINERAL  PRODUCT  OF  ONTARIO. 

The  total  value  of  the  products  of  Ontario  mines  in  1907  was  $24,- 
343,302,  an  advance  over  1906  of  $1,954,919.  The  output  of  silver 
totaled  9,866,504  ounces,  valued  at  $5,927,858,  increase  over  previous 
year,  $2,238,572;  nickel,  10,968  tons,  valued  at  $2,271,616;  gold  valued 
at  $66,399;  cobalt  reached  733  tons,  valued  at  $92,751;  copper,  7,373 
tons,  valued  at  $1,045,511,  an  increase  of  $84,698;  iron  ore,  200,185 
tons,  valued  at  $471,126;  and  the  product  of  pig  iron,  in  the  making 
of  which  a  large  quantity  of  imported  ore  was  used,  valued  at 
$4,716,857,  an  increase  of  $162,610. 

The  nonmetallic  products  were:  Arsenic,  3,305  tons,  worth  $1,640; 
common  brick,  $1,940,000,  a  decrease  of  $217,000;  drain  tiles,  $248,- 
000,  decrease,  $i,500;  pressed  bricks,  $499,417,  increase,  $161,662; 
paving  brick,  $73,270,  increase,  $28,270 ;  building  and  crushed  stone, 
$675,000,  increase,  $15,000;  calcium  carbide,  $173,763,  increase,  $10,- 
983;  Portland  cement,  $2,610,698,  increase,  $229,684;  natural  rock 
cement,  $5,097,  decrease,  $903;  corundum,  $242,600,  decrease,  $19,840; 
feldspar,  $30,375,  decrease,  $13,474 ;  graphite,  $20,000,  increase,  $5,000; 
gypsum,  $10,776,  increase,  $4,171;  iron  pyrites,  $51,837,  increase, 
$11,254;  lime,  $412,000,  decrease,  $84,785;  mica,  $82,929,  increase, 
$13,888;  natural  gas,  $755,167,  increase,  $221,721;  petroleum,  $1,049,- 
631,  increase,  $288,085;  pottery,  $51,985,  decrease,  $14,015;  quartry, 
$124,148,  increase,  $58,383;  salt,  $376,621,  increase,  $8,883;  sewer  pipe, 
$592,588,  increase,  $312,968;  and  talc,  $5,010,  increase,  $1,980. 
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TEMFOBARY  CHECK  IN   RAILWAY  BUILDING. 

Stringency  in  the  money  market  has  called  a  temporary  halt  in 
some  of  the  railway  projects  or,  more  properly,  forced  the  constructors 
to  proceed  more  slowly.  Interest  is  largely  centered  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  which  is  expected  to  duplicate  the 
results  accomplished  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  in  opening  new  and 
fertile  lands  and  other  natural  resources  in  the  country,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  James  Bay  Railway  (Canadian  North- 
em  System)  is  also  running  a  regular  train  service  between  Toronto 
and  Parry  Sound,  the  remaining  section  to  Sudbury  and  beyond  to 
Moose  Mountain  Mine  being  nearly  completed.  Construction  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Toronto  to  Sudbury  branch  is  well  advanced  and 
trains  are  running  regularly  over  completed  sections.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  is  also  constructing  a  branch  from  a  point  2  miles  east  of 
Midland  on  the  Georgian  Bay  to  connect  with  the  main  line  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Montreal  and  the  seaboard.  A  2,000,000- 
bushel  elevator  at  the  lake  terminus  indicates  the  extent  to  which  this 
branch  is  expected  to  enter  in  the  ^ain-transportation  problem. 
Indeed,  probably  no  problem  confronting  the  Canadian  railways  is 
occupying  more  attention  than  the  speedy  transportation  of  the 
enormous  western  grain  crop. 

The  Grand  Truii  Railway  has  acquired  possession  of  the  Canada 
Atlantic  Railway,  essentially  a  grain-carrying  road,  extending  from 
Parry  Sound  to  Ottawa,  and  is  about  to  double-track  the  Midland 
Division  from  Midland  on  the  Georgian  Bay  to  Port  Hope  on  Lake 
Ontario.-   Both  these  steps  indicate  the  importance  attached  to  lake- 

e)Tt  transportation.  The  elevator  systems  at  both  Parry  Sound  and 
idland  are  being  enlarged  and  new  ones  constructed,  so  that  it  aj)- 
pears  absolutely  certain  that  the  great  bulk  of  grain  shipped  by  rail 
and  water  will  be  handled  at  these  two  ports  on  the  Georgian  Bay. 
The  Temiskaming  and  Northern  Ontario  Railway,  operated  by  the 
Ontario  government,  is  constructing  one  or  two  branches  to  reach 
the  more  important  points  off  the  main  line,  and  pushing  the  main 
line  north  to  a  junction  with  the  new  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  west  of 
Lake  Abitibi.  This  extension  is  veiy  nearly  completed  as  originally 
planned,  but  may  be  continued  to  Hudson  Bay.  This  road  (Temis- 
kaming and  Northern  Ontario  Railway)  has  been  a  revenue-producer 
since  it  first  opened;  the  freight  and  passenger  traific  has  taxed  the 
rolling  stock  capacity  at  times  to  the  utmost.  It  is  the  only  means 
of  communication  between  Cobalt  and  the  Temagami  region  and 
trade  centers. 

MANUTACTUKES— CANAL  OPERATIONS. 

Two  carriage  factories  do  a  large  and  yearly  increasing  business. 
One  company,  at  Orillia,  is  second  in  importance  in  the  Dominion. 
Their  total  annual  product  amounts  to  about  9,000  wheel  vehicles 
and  3,500  cutters,  all  for  the  Canadian  market.  The  one  at  Barrie 
is  a  comparatively  new  concern,  but  it  is  apparently  doing  a  good 
business,  with  encouraging  prospects.  Both  nrms  are  large  importers 
from  the  United  States.  The  articles  imported  are  numerous  and 
varied.  Among  them  are  wood-turning  machinery,  oak  and  hickory 
lumber,  leather  belting,  carriage  hardware  and  wheels,  shafts  for 
carriages,  dashboards,  varnishes,  paints  and  oils,  brushes,  moss  for 
seat  cushions,  buttons  for  upholstering,  and  carriage  felts.    Other 
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firms  importing  machinery  from  the  United  States  arer  those  manu- 
facturing fruit  baskets,  wooden  butter  trays,  curtain  rings,  etc.  A 
company   engaged   in   manufacturing  broad-tire   iron    wheels   im- 

Eorts  machinery.  A  tanning  company  of  Huntsville  and  Brace- 
ridge  imports  hideSj  wooden  vats,  extracts  of  oak,  chestnut,  and 
quebracho,  oils,  machinery,  brass  and  copper  tubing,  and  laboratory 
supplies  and  instruments. 

Work  is  still  in  progress  on  the  Trent  Valley  Canal,  and  completed 

Sortions  of  it  are  used  locally  for  both  passengers  and  freight.  Hy- 
raulic-lift  locks  are  in  successful  operation  at  both  Peterborough 
and  Kirkfield,  and  the  canal  has  been  completed  from  Rice  Lake  to 
Lake  Simcoe.  The  proposed  French  River  Canal  has  been  much 
discussed  in  the  past  year,  during  which  time  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment survey  has  been  completed.  If  this  canal  is  completed  as  advo- 
cated by  many  men  influential  in  Canadian  public  life,  it  is  expected 
to  have  a  very  important  bearing  on  European  shipments  from  the 
western  country.  At  present  the  survey  is  the  only  work  undertaken 
in  connection  with  the  project. 

TELEGRAPH   AND  TELEPHONE  SERVICE. 

New  telegraph  lines  are  part  of  the  equipment  of  both  the  James 
Bay  Railwav  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from  Toronto  to 
Sudbury.  Commercial  messages  are  accepted  for  the  most  important 
points  on  both  lines. 

The  telephone  service  is  thorough  and  efficient  in  the  more  thicklv 
settled  portions  of  the  district,  is  constantly  being  extended,  find  will 
soon  be  placed  with  lon^-distance  equipment  in  every  town  and  vil- 
lage in  the  district.  Perhaps  nothing  more  clearly  indicates  the  busi- 
ness progress  of  a  community  than  the  commercial  use  of  the  tele- 
phone and  telegraph.  Three  times  during  the  last  four  years  has 
the  central  telephone  equipment  been  enlarged,  while  the  local  and 
long-distance  service  has  more  than  doubled  in  that  time.  Every  rea- 
sonable effort  is  made  by  the  company  to  give  a  satisfactory  service. 
Commercial  travelers  use  the  long-distance  telephone  to  a  marked  de- 
gree in  securing  and  transmitting  orders.  In  all  the  larger  towns 
the  service  is  continuous,  night  and  day. 

LABOR  AND  COST  OF  LIVING. 

Until  1899  or  1900  there  was  an  abundance  of  workmen,  and  wa^ 
were  comparatively  low  in  Ontario.  From  that  time  a  marked  in- 
crease in  the  demand  for  labor,  skilled  and  unskilled,  became  evident, 
with  resultant  raising  of  wages.  Farm  produce  up  to  the  same  period 
was  cheap,  but  since  that  time  it  has  advanced  in  proportion  to  the 
advance  of  labor.  From  1900  to  the  present  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  last  few  months,  there  has  been  plenty  of  work  and  good 
pay.  During  the  latter  months  of  1907  conditions  changed  and  some 
men  were  out  of  work.  In  this  vicinity  the  change  was  caused  prin- 
cipally, if  not  wholly,  by  the  scarcity  of  money  ror  industrial  opera- 
tions, as  the  result  of  the  curtailing  of  all  possible  loans  by  the  banks. 
This  sudden  change  was  more  noticeable  coming  as  it  did  at  the  close 
of  eight  years  of  marked  prosperity.  Never  before  has  the  mechanic 
or  the  unskilled  workman  received  so  large  returns  for  his  labor 
as  during  that  period.    Business  and  professional  men  have  received 
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proportionate  advantages.  Everjrthing  raised  by  the  farmer  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  worthy  of  mention  has  nearly  doubled  in  price 
in  the  last  decade.  Salaries  have  been  liberal  andf,  with  all  classes, 
money  has  been  plentiful. 

One  result  of  this  condition  of  affairs  is  easily  seen  in  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  living.  Notwithstanding  the  increased  cost  of  Doth 
necessities  and  luxiuHies,  the  habits  of  the  people  have  undergone  a 
radical  change  in  the  direction  of  greater  quantity  and  higher  quality 
in  all  household  expenditures  and  greater  outlay  for  amusement. 
Another  factor  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs  is  the  tendency  to 
invest  or  speculate  in  stocks.  Manv  of  these  stocks  were  carried  on 
margin  by  those  unwilling  or  unable  to  purchase  outright,  and  some 
were  unable  to  protect  themselves  when  prices  dropped.  When  the 
boom  in  the  silver-mining  district  was  at  its  height,  shares  in  many 
of  these  companies  were  disposed  of  at  prices  which  in  the  light  of 
later  events  would  appear  to  have  been  considerably  more  than  they 
were  actually  worth.  In  a  very  few  instances  shares  are  worthless  or 
practically  so.  But  in  almost  every  case  present  prices  quoted  for 
these  different  stocks  are  far  below  those  of  a  year  or  more  ago.  The 
losses  sustained  by  investors  as  a  whole  are  said  to  have  been  very 
large.  Returns  from  the  silver  district  are  now  encouraging  and 
should  continue  so.  But  a  very  large  amoimt  of  money  has  oeen  and 
is  being  expended  in  opening  up  and  developing  the  district,  much 
of  whicn  has  as  yet  yielded  no  return.  To-day  it  is  necessary  to  show 
something  more  than  an  elaborate  prospectus  to  sell  shares,  andpeo- 
ple  are  curtailing  living  expenses  to  meet  changed  conditions.  Tnere 
13  no  real  distress  in  me  district,  none  expected,  and  business  con- 
ditions are  gradually  but  steadily  improving.  In  fact,  there  seems 
to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  business  outlook  for  the  future 
of  this  section  of  Ontario  is  brighter  than  ever  before. 

TRADE   OF  THE   DISTRICT. 

Exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  are  of  much  greater 
value  than  the  imports.  Both  exports  and  imports  show  an  increase 
for  the  year  1907.  The  increasing  coal  importations  are  an  indica- 
tion of  the  industrial  activity  of  Ontario,  while  the  exports  of  mine 
and  forest  products  show  the  principal  lines  of  progress  in  this  dis- 
trict and  likewise  the  constantly  increasing  market  for  articles  not 
produced  here.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  principal  differences 
m  imports  from  the  1906  figures  were  as  loUows:  Tanner's  acids, 
books  and  stationery,  boots  and  shoes,  carriage  hardware,  china  and 
glassware,  cottons  and  woolens,  food  products,  hides,  machinery,  paints 
and  oils,  rubber  manufactures,  and  wood  manufactures,  as  imported 
through  the  Orillia  customs  office,  show  decreases,  while  importations — 
brass  and  copper  manufactures,  coal  and  coke,  extracts  of  oak  and 
quebracho,  lumber,  sporting  goods,  and  wire  manufactures — ^show  ad- 
vances. The  decrease  in  cotton  and  woolen  manufactures  from  the 
United  States  is  offset  by  the  increased  importations  from  Great 
Britain.  In  machinery  the  falling  off  is  attributable  to  a  partial  ces- 
sation of  new  work  in  this  vicinity  and  also  to  the  increasmg  output 
of  Canadian  plants.  Importations  of  hides  were  decidedly  less  than 
the  previous  year,  owing  to  large  stocks  on  hand  and  unsettled  condi- 
tions of  the  leather  market.    (Joal  and  coke  and  extracts  of  oak  and 
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Suebracho  show  the  largest  gains.  The  other  differences  are  usual 
uctuations  in  trade,  accentuated  by  unsettled  conditions  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1907.  Midland,  North  Bay,  and  Sudbury  show  decided 
increases  in  coal  and  coke  and  machinery,  while  Midland  returns  are 
swelled  by  large  importations  of  com,  and  also  two  lake  boats  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  and  which  had  seen  previous  use  abroad. 
It  is  an  imj)ossibility  to  state  the  exact  amount  of  imported  mer- 
chandise used  in  the  district,  as  a  large  percentage  is  entered  in  Mon- 
treal and  Toronto  by  agents  and  importers  with  warehouses  at  these 
points.  The  present  year  gives  promise  of  steadily  returning  confi- 
dence in  sound  business  conditions,  which  should  result  in  more  ex- 
tensive trade  between  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

SHARE  or  THE  UNrTED  STATES  IN  THE  TRADE. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Orillia  consular  district  during  the  cal- 
endar year  1907  amounted  to  $4,270,302  and  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: Orillia,  $1,793,875;  Midland,  $1,840,000;  North  Bay,  $346,300, 
and  Sudbury,  $790,627.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  were 
valued  at  $2,990,568,  which  are  shown  by  articles  in  the  following 
statement : 


Articles. 

Value, 

ORILLIA. 

Adds,  tanners' 

$3,762 
2,484 
l,9ai 

10,684 
168,970 

Books  and  stationery 

Boots  and  shoes 

BrasB  and  copper  manuXactureM 

Coal  and  c  ke 

Cotton  and  wool  manufactures 

Extracts,  quebracho,  etc 

3,568 
154,814 

Food  products 

5,787 
8,210 

Furs 

mdes 

140,786 
26,243 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Engines,  etc 

Hardware,  carriage 

18,706 

Machinery.... 

16  927 

Rails,  steel 

126,386 
4  788 

Wire 

Other 

19,367 
11,218 
12,829 
2,694 

Lumber 

Oil,  cod  and  leather 

Sporting  goods 

Wood  manufactures 

7,624 

All  nthftr  ftrtlcles ,,, 

15,660 

Total 

746,849 

MIDLAin>. 

Coal  and  coke 

230,000 
800,000 

120.000 

Com 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Ore 

Articles. 


MiDLAND—eontinued. 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures— Cont'd. 

Machinery , 

Other 

All  other  articles , 

Total 

NORTH  BAY. 

Boots  and  shoes 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton  manufactures 

Emigrants' effects 

Food  products 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Machinery 

Other 

Wood  manufactures 

All  other  articles , 

Total 

SUDBURT. 

Coal  and  ooke 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Total 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$4,000 

8,000 

400 


1,157.400 


115,000 

200.000 

2,000 

25.000 

88,000 

85,000 

10,000 

1,600 

5,600 


827,000 


547, 54S 

8,921 

154,992 


760,314 


2,990,668 


The  articles  of  import  into  Orillia  and  agencies  from  the  United 
Kingdom  during  the  calendar  year  1907  were  valued  at  $362,574  and 
consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Freight  steamer  worth 
$125,000;  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  $95,043;  tugboat,  $50jOOO;  hides, 
$47,550;  food  products,  $5,000;  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  $10,934; 
machinery,  $3,059 ;  and  extracts  of  oak  and  quebracho,  $16,268.  The 
imports  jfrom  Grermany  were  valued  at  $4,447,  the  leading  items  being 
cotton  and  wool  articles  worth  $2,822,  and  glass  and  delft  ware,  $1,314. 
The  imports  from  all  other  countries  amounted  to  $912,905,  consist- 
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ing  of  hides  valued  at  $868,605,  food  products  $13,300,  and  other 
articles  $30,813. 

The  exports  declared  from  the  Orillia  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


AiticleB. 


BnlUon,  silver..., 

Fertilixen 

Fish 

Furs 

Hair 

Hides  and  skins . 
Household  goods 

Matte,  nickel 

Ore: 

Areenlc 

Sllyer 

Paper 

Pyrites,  Iron 

SpeisB,  silTer 


1906. 

"• 

•424,787 

$1,802,981 

8.991 

1,716 

4,568 

8,129 

9,976 

1«,280 

4,884 

8,178 

8,660 

6,649 

10,089 

6,041 

1,815,915 

2,210,498 

5,866 

17,666 

8,108,819 

4,822,104 

21,620 

86,946 

1.700 

22,441 

249,297 

489,832 

Articles. 


Wood  and  manufactures: 

Lath , 

Lumber— 

BasBwood , 

Birch 

Pine 

Spruce 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 

American  goodsretumed . 

Grand  total 


1906. 


tl2,900 


7,225,951 


1907. 


182,888 


2,541 

14.666 

48  501 

49.608 

1.404,766 

1,867,968 

J2K 

M.167 

8,689 

8,129 

62.884 

46.448 

7,192,180 

10,946,620 

88, 7U 

18,  on 

10,964.690 


OTTAWA. 

By  Consul-general  John  Q.  Foster. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  sulphite  pulp  plant  was  erected  at 
Ottawa.  This  plant  has  a  capacitj^  of  60  tons  a  day  and  is  in  every 
way  modem  and  up-to-date.  It  will  be  operated  in  connection  with 
the  paper  mill  owned  by  the  same  company,  but  its  entire  capacity 
considerably  exceeds  the  requirements  oi  the  paper  mill  for  sulphite 


"t. 


__ie  International  Marine  Signal  Company  has  during  the  year 
greatly  extended  the  sale  of  its  gas  buoys  to  foreign  governments  as 
well  as  to  the  government  of  Canada,  and  has  made  several  shipmente 
to  South  American  and  to  European  countries.  The  principal  mate- 
rials required  for  the  construction  of  these  buoys  are  admitted  free  of 
duty  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Canadian  minister  of  cus- 
toms when  the  buoys  are  intended  for  the  government  of  Canada  or 
for  export.  The  International  Cement  Company  has  enlarged  its 
plant  and  now  has  a  productive  capacity  of  2,600  barrels  of  cement 
per  day.  A  branch  of  the  Royal  Mint  has  been  erected  at  Ottawa 
and  is  now  coining  copper  and  silver  coin  for  the  government  of 
Canada.  It  is  the  only  mint  in  the  Dominion.  The  lumber  companies 
report  some  reduction  in  sales  and  a  still  larger  proportionate  reduc- 
tion in  this  season's  cut  of  logs,  but  prices  of  lumber  have,  as  a  rule, 
been  held  fairly  firm.- 

The  other  industries  of  Ottawa  and  this  district  have  been  moder- 
ately prosperous  during  the  year.  It  is  expected  that  the  Grand 
Tnmk  Railway  Company  will  in  the  coming  year  erect  at  Ottawa 
a  hotel  and  a  railway  station,  the  two  buildings  to  cost  about 
$2,500,000. 

FOREIGN    TRADE    OP    THE    DISTRICT. 

The  imports  at  Ottawa  as  reported  in  the  monthly  returns  of  the 
customs  department  show  for  the  calendar  year  1907  a  total  amount- 
ing to  $7,653,831,  of  which  $4,509,491  were  dutiable  imports  and 
$2,648,836  were  free  imports.     The  exports  certified  at  this  con- 
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sulate-general  to  the  United  States  amounted  during  the  year  to 
$4,425,117  and  the  certifications  at  the  Amprior  agency  were 
$1,322,979.  The  largest  group  of  exports  is  that  of  the  various  kinds 
of  lumber,  which  at  Ottawa  amounted  to  $2,739,515  in  1907,  an  in- 
crease of  over  12  per  cent  upon  the  lumber  exports  of  1906.  The 
news-print  exj)ort  to  the  United  States  amounted  in  value  to 
$1,338,965.  This  was  almost  entirely  the  product  of  one  paper  mill, 
which  has  been  in  operation  just  one  year.  The  product  or  another 
paper  mill  is  practically  all  sold  in  Canada. 

The  exportation  of  crude  mica  shows  a  falling  off  from  the 
figures  of  the  previous  year  amoimting  to  about  26  per  cent,  owing 
to  the  lessened  demand  for  electrical  construction  in  the  United 
States  durinff  the  closing  months  of  1907.  Mica  plate  has  only  been 
manufactured  at  Ottawa  about  one  year.  There  was  $31,723  worth 
of  this  shipped  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  year. 

SHIPMENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Ottawa  and  the  Amprior 
agency  during  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Animals:  Lambs 

Bmisrantfi'  effects 

Feralizers 

Graphite 

Hides 

Mica 

Pulp: 

Ground 

Sulphite 

Skins 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Clapboards 

Lath 

Lumber 

Logs 

Pickets 

Poles,  telegraph 

Pulpwood 

Shingles 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods . 


Grand  total. 


ABNPBIOR. 


Concentrates 

Emigrants'  effects 

Pure,  raw 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Lath 

Lumber 

Pickets  

Shingles 

Staves 

All  other  articles 


128,018 
27,766 
8,667 
10,116 
76,786 

122,424 

604,604 

1,876 

88,964 

4,243 
146,619 
,466.012 


174,701 
29,626 
8,647 
12,090 
78,081 

440,609 

214,098 
8,624 
46,878 

20.167 

109,080 

2,444.882 


87,729 
19,282 
26,601 
49,226 
75,286 


17,778 
89,  US 
20,468 
68,499 
2,989 


2,622,880 
28,688 


8,619,440 
29,076 


2,660,963 


8,648,616 


102,926 
3,886 
7,984 

84,641 
821,407 

1,921 
42,689 

2,608 
18,107 


160,188 
2.006 
7,686 

24,192 
896.689 
16,781 
29,886 
10,910 
28,246 


Total 1,086,018 

Returned  American  goods 


1,176,826 
1,970 


Grand  total 1,086,018 


1,178,296 


187,308 
88.728 
6,880 
12,128 


826,619 

248,167 

*"*72,"ii6 

16,342 
81.214 
2,789,616 
18,949 
69.418 
15.178 
84,909 
76,689 
46,105 


4,361,262 
68.866 


4,426.117 


122,417 
4,069 
4,271 

14.610 
1,040.671 
86,189 
48.184 
32,203 
20,242 


1,821,696 
1,283 


1,322,979 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  AND  INDUSTBIES  OP  CANADA.  78 

POBT  HOPE. 

By  Consul  Habbt  P.  Dux. 

The  year  1907  shows  a  larger  total  of  declared  exports  to  the 
United  States  than  any  of  the  past  ten  years,  and  but  one  year  in  the 
decade  has  exceeded  1906  in  exports,  while  1907  has  more  than 
doubled  the  year  1906.  The  increases  were  principally  in  the  exports 
of  horses,  apples,  barley,  clover  seed,  and  wool. 

The  season  of  1907  was  not  favorable  for  large  yields  of  the  usual 
crops,  potatoes  being  the  only  one  above  average.  The  apple  harvest 
was  larse,  but  much  below  the  average  in  quauty.  Large  quantities 
of  the  best  apples  were  sent  to  the  United  States  and  good  prices 
were  obtained.  Pease  are  a  leading  article  for  export,  but  a  shortage 
is  reported.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  season  the  farmers 
are  prosperous  and  but  few  are  thinking  of  moving  to  the  new 
northwest. 

All  the  leading  manufacturing  concerns  are  prospering.  Some 
were  closed  for  a  short  time  after  the  financial  trouble,  out  have 
since  started  on  short  time  and  expect  to  be  on  full  time  early  in  the 
new  year.    American  capital  is  back  of  the  larger  concerns. 

TRANSPORTATION   FACILmBS. 

There  is  but  one  line  of  railway  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario — the  Grand  Tnmk.  This  line  is  located  so  as  to  be  from  a 
half  to  three  miles  away  from  most  of  the  towns  and  villages  along 
its  route.  During  the  past  two  years  surveys  have  been  made  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  and  tne  Canadian  Northern  railways  through  these 
towns,  for  connections  from  Toronto  to  Ottawa  and  Montreal. 
Charters  have  been  granted  and  locations  partially  approved.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  grading  and  building  will  be  rushed  during 
the  coming  year.  An  electric  street  railway  is  working  east  from 
Toronto,  and  is  now  20  miles  from  that  city  and  is  expected  to  build 
through  this  place  during  the  coming  summer. 

During  a  few  months  of  the  tourist  season  a  line  of  steamers  ply 
between  Charlotte,  the  port  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  Port  Hope. 
They  do  very  little  freight  business.  The  Richelieu  and  Ontario 
Navigation  Company  run  three  freight  and  passenger  steamers 
between  Montreal  and  Hamilton,  touching  at  Port  Hope  and  many 
other  ports  on  the  route.  During  the  open  season  they  carry  an 
immense  amount  of  freight  at  much  less  than  the  railroad  rates. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  of  Canada  and  the  Buffalo,  Rochester, 
and  Pittsburg  Railroad  of  the  United  States  jointly  built  a  car  ferry 
to  run  between  Rochester  and  Cobourg,  a  town  7  miles  east  of  Port 
Hope.  It  has  been  running  so  far  through  the  winter,  but  not  on 
schedule  time.  Coal  is  the  only  freight  brought  to  Canada  and  the 
empty  cars  are  all  that  are  taken  back.  The  boat  is  fitted  for  pas- 
senger service,  but  none  are  yet  carried. 

Shipping  on  Lake  Ontario  between  Canadian  ports  and  the  United 
States  nas  practically  ceased.  A  few  schooners  go  out  light,  re- 
turning witn  coal,  but  for  some  years  no  cargo  has  gone  from  this 
port 

TRADE  WFTH  THE  UNrTED  STATES. 

American  goods  are  handled  in  small  quantities  by  nearly  every 
merchant  in  this  district.    This  trade  can  be  increased  by  sending 
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commercial  travelers  with  samples  and  selling  direct  to  the  dealers. 
Apparently  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  the  United  States  think 
they  can  send  merchandise  to  wholesale  dealers  in  the  larg:e  cities  and 
have  them  distribute  it.  Their  agents  may  have  no  incentive  to  make 
special  exertions  to  sell  American  goods,  and  when  they  do  the  prices 
are  above  what  the  buyers  will  pay.  For  example,  a  ffrocer  in  this 
town  wished  a  certain  article.  He  obtained  the  manuracturer's  ad- 
dress and  wrote  for  wholesale  prices.  In  reply  he  was  directed  to  a 
commission  house  in  one  of  the  cities,  but  their  prices  were  such  that 
the  goods  could  not  be  sold  to  his  customers.  He  informed  me  of  this 
and  was  directed  to  apply  to  a  large  wholesale  house  in  one  of  the 
American  cities,  from  which  he  bought  his  supply  and  is  able  to  sell 
at  less  than  the  Canadian  agents. 

This  is  only  one  instance.  If  the  dealers  in  Canada  can  be  shown 
the  goods  and  know  they  are  getting  them  "  first  hand  "  they  will  buy. 
The  Canadian  tariff  shuts  out  many  articles,  but  when  the  people  have 
visited  in  the  United  States  and  have  seen  there  the  many  useful  arti- 
cles, they  will  not  so  much  mind  the  price  if  they  can  secure  the  thing 
they  want. 

The  declared  exports  from  Port  Hope  to  the  United  States  during 
the  past  three  years  were : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Anixnalfi  (honee) 

6,8»7 

$1,640 
600 

•9,175 

AddIcs    -'    '- 

46,682 
9,121 

Barley 

10,490 
8.887 

64,191 
9496 

22,545 
8,878 

18,686 
7,601 
48,505 
88,897 
U.e29 
28,029 

54,784 
8,806 

HoQBehold  e£Fectfl 

Pease                                    

47,931 

Seeds,  clover  etc 

187,859 

Wool                                         

12,021 

All  other  artldefi  

5,744 

Total     

122,109 
8,056 

189,787 
18,545 

826.078 

Retnmed  American  sroods 

19,677 

Grand  total      

180,165 

158,282 

845,750 

The  value  of  domestic  products  declared  for  export  at  the  Peter- 
borough agency  for  the  United  States  during  1905  was  $382,758; 
1906,  $415,550,  and  1907,  $458,791.  The  leading  shipments  during 
last  year  were — ^binder  twine,  valued  at  $201,264;  lumber,  $131,548; 
oat  hulls,  $31,042;  shingles,  $24,104;  pease,  $10,094,  and  flour,  $6,700. 


8ARNIA. 

By  CJoNsuL  Neal  McMillan. 

The  principal  industries  of  this  district  include  farming,  manu- 
facturing, lumber,  salt,  and  oil  interests.  This  is  one  of  the  richest 
agricultural  districts  in  Canada,  and  with  the  general  prosperity 
that  prevails,  American  goods  nnd  markets  on  the  farms  and  in 
every  city  of  the  district.  The  imports  into  the  district  from  the 
United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1907  amounted  to  $471,116. 
The  principal  articles  imported  were  coal,  crude  oil,  hardware,  dry 
goods,  and  machinery.    The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from 
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Samia  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in 
the  following  table : 


ArtSdee. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


AnimitlB: 

For  breeding  porposet . .. 

Horses  for  racing 

Sheep  and  lam  tw 

Chicle 

Emigrants'  elTects 

Flax 

Fertilisers 

Hides  and  skins 

Oat  hulls 

Pans,  platinum 

Rails,  steel 

Rubber,  scrap 

Seed,  clover 

Tea 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lath 

Logs 

Lumber 

Pickets 

Staves 

Ties 

Wool 

All  other  artic  ee ,... 


$20,880 
27,890 
41,000 


21, 7U 
5,604 


151.791 
17.726 
17,042 
840 
40,850 
17,617 
440 
8,288 
1.702 


8,209 


28,195 

2.811 

692,684 

2,290 

4,290 


2,040 
26,498 


8.706 
8,061 
8,860 
4,404 

28,688 

1,011 

706,029 

8,298 

16,489 
2,542 
2,495 

44,680 


181,421 
29.070 
19,677 
80,708 
46,462 
51,472 

6,227 
91,679 

6.884 
26,000 
18.601 
11,897 

8,917 
11,948 

81,881 
5,466 
540,666 
4,881 
21,684 
46,905 
2,885 
102,276 


Total 

American  goods  returned . 


717,692 
127,982 


1,035,845 
140,854 


1,189,297 
12^»40 


Grand  total  . 


845,674 


1,176,699 


1,815,287 


During  the  calendar  year  1907  the  declared  value  of  exports  from 
the  Clinton  agency  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $384^04,  in- 
cluding American  goods  returned  valued  at  $14,746.  The  principal 
articles  were :  Apples,  valued  at  $30,031 ;  flax,  $95,449 ;  lambs,  $81,5t2  ; 
settler's  effects,  $20,797;  staves,  $19,315;  and  wool,  $47,048.  In  the 
same  period  the  exports  from  the  Courtright  agency  to  the  United 
States  amounted  to  $49,371,  consisting  of  the  following  principal 
articles:  Lambs  worth  $19,005;  staves  and  headings,  $11,482;  emi- 
grants' effects,  $3,000;  and  lumber,  $3,891. 


SATTLT  STE.  MABIE. 

By  CJoNsuL  George  W.  Shotts. 

The  shortage  of  available  money  somewhat  curtailed  the  prosperity 
of  this  consular  district  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1907.  This 
was  particularly  the  case  in  mining  and  prospecting  and  the  begin- 
ning of  new  enterprises,  and  later  m  the  harvest  of  saw  logs,  yet  on 
the  whole  the  business  conditions  were  fairly  good.  The  banks  of 
Canada  decided  to  shorten  loans  more  than  a  year  aco,  ceased  to  make 
new  ones,  except  in  special  cases,  and  mostly  m  small  amounts.  They 
were  condemned  and  execrated  all  over  Canada  for  this,  but  later 
conditions  proved  the  wisdom  of  their  course  and  undoubtedly  pre- 
vented an  acute  money  panic  later. 

The  steel  mills  were  operated  continuously  and  produced  178,624 

tons  of  steel  rails,  as  against  160,000  tons  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year, 

.  and  have  produced  about  90,000  tons  during  the  last  six  months  of 

1907.    Thev  produced  222,705  tons  of  steel  incots  and  193,985  tons  of 

blooms.    Tne  furnaces  connected  with  the  mil&  produced  129,442  tons 
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of  pig  iron  during  the  fiscal  year.    The  mills  used  only  about  15  per 
cent  of  Canadian  ores,  the  balance  coming  from  Michigan. 

An  open-hearth  furnace  has  recently  b^n  started,  and  the  directors 
have  advised  the  building  of  additional  furnaces  to  increase  the  out- 
put 500  tons  daily  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  plant  Half  of 
the  pig  iron  used  was  purchased,  and  the  exceptionally  hi^  price  of 
this  iron  during  the  year  cut  heavily  into  the  profite  of  the  plant. 
On  pig  iron  made  from  Canadian  ores  a  bounty  is  paid  by  the  Domin- 
ion government  of  $2.10,  and  when  made  from  foreign  ores  $1.10  per 
ton,  and  on  steel  ingots  $1.65  per  ton.  The  Dominion  has  paid  in 
bounties  for  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  from  1895  to  1906,  inclusive, 
$8,534,500,  and  for  the  year  1907  about  $2,000,000. 

VALUE  OF  THE  PRODUCTS   OF  THE  FOREST. 

The  products  of  the  forest,  manufactured  and  unmanufactured, 
amounted  to  $5,632,833  in  this  consular  district  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1907,  as  against  $4,583,764  in  1906  and  $3,253,639  in 
1905,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $1,049,069  and  over  1905  of  $2^379,194. 
Of  this  amount  lumber  was  the  chief  article,  amounting  m  value 
in  1906  to  $3,414,795  and  to  $4,189,560  in  1907,  an  increase  of 
$774,765.  Of  the  large  sawmills  in  the  district,  9  are  owned  and 
operated  by  Americans.  The  cut  of  these  mills  was  170,000,000  in 
1905,  212,000,000  in  1906,  and  225,000,000  in  1907.  The  cut  will  not 
run  over  175,000,000  feet  in  1908.  This  shortage  can  be  directly 
traced  to  the  refusal  of  banks  to  advance  the  usual  credit  for  the 
harvesting  of  Iocs.  This  shortage  will  be  supplied,  to  some  extent, 
by  the  large  surplus  stocks  of  lumber  on  hand  to  be  carried  over. 

The  harvest  of  saw  logs  along  the  northern  shore  of  Georgian  Bay 
and  the  St  Marys  River  from  Sudbury  to  Michipicoten  for  the  win- 
ter of  1906-7  was  399,517,000  feet.  From  the  best  mformation,  the 
cut  for  1907-8  will  not  exceed  275,000,000  feet,  or  nearly  33  per  cent 
short  of  last  winter's  harvest. 

Standing  pine  is  increasing  in  value  very  rapidly  in  Canada.  Re- 
cent sales  have  been  as  high  as  $10  to  $12  for  stumpage,  not  including 
the  regular  Crown  dues  charged  by  the  government;  this  added  to  Uie 
cost  of  getting  out  the  logs  of  from  $10  to  $12,  and  sawing  of  $3, 
would  appear  to  make  the  lumber  cost  from  $25  to  $28  per  thousand 
feet  mill  run  on  the  dock.  The  government  does  not  now  dispose 
of  any  standing  pine  timber  until  after  advertising  for  bids.  Tnese 
bids  are  for  a  tonus,  in  addition  to  the  regular  Crown  dues  of  $2  per 
thousand  feet,  and  generally  run  from  $8  to  $12  per  thousand  feet, 
making  from  $10  to  $14  to  be  paid  to  the  government.  In  some  in- 
stances small  lots  or  areas  are  sold  without  advertising  for  bids.  In 
these  cases  there  is  a  Crown  due  charged  of  $6  per  thousand  feet  for 
all  grades  and  kinds  of  timber. 

PULP  WOOD GOVERNMENT  RESTRICTION  ON  EXPORT. 

Mechanically  ground  wood  pulp  comes  next  in  importance,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  $635,324  for  1906  and  to  $720,090  for  1907,  an  increase 
of  $86,766.  This  increase  would  have  been  greater  but  for  a  fire  in 
one  of  the  mills  and  a  shortage  of  wood  in  the  other  one.  The  one 
sulphite  mill  did  not  operate  during  the  year.  All  the  mills  are 
owned  principally  by  Americans,  and  practically  all  their  output  is 
shipped  to  the  United  States. 
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The  financial  situation  is  also  curtailing  the  harvest  of  railway 
ties  and  other  forest  products.  No  contract  for  ties  has  yet  been 
made  in  this  district^  and  few  will  probably  be  cut  this  season. 
There  is  no  stock  of  ties  anywhere  on  nand  in  Canada,  and  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  shortage  in  the  near  future 
and  a  consequent  higher  price. 

More  than  75  per  cent  of  the  lumber,  and  practically  all  the  pulp, 
lath,  logs,  ties,  charcoal,  etc,  manufactured  in  this  district  was 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  and  fully  80  per  cent  of  all  the  forest 
products  were  manufactured  by  Americans.  Concessions  for  cutting 
pulp  wood  are  now  only  offered  with  the  condition  that  it  is  to  be 
manufactured  into  paper  in  Canada.  Some  concessions  are  now  ad- 
vertised under  that  condition,  but  as  yet  no  bids  have  been  received 
for  them. 

MINING   INDUSTRY  AFTBCTED  BY  LACK  OF   MONEY. 

Mining  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of 
the  district,  but  has  been  much  retarded  the  past  year  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  in  financing  mining  ventures;  that  is  particularly  the 
case  in  mines  that  are  not  fully  prospected  or  developed.  Many  such 
propositions  are  now  idle,  but  only  waiting  for  the  financial  flurry 
to  pass.  Nickd,  iron,  copper,  and  gold  are  now  being  mined  and 
are  increasing  each  year  m  importance.  All  the  country  lying  be- 
tween Sudbury  on  the  east  and  Michipicoten  on  the  west,  a  distance 
of  over  275  miles  in  a  straight  line,  shows  outcroppings  of  minerals. 

In  the  area  surrounding  Sudbury  and  west  for  some  distance  the 
outcroppings  are  principally  nickel ;  goin^  farther  west  copper  pre- 
dominates; then  comes  iron,  and  last,  at  Michipicoten,  comes  gold. 

The  mines  around  Sudbury  are  producing  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  nickel  of  the  world.  The  mineral  is  treated  at  the  mines,  and 
refined  to  about  80  per  cent  pure  mineral  or  matte.  This  matte  con- 
tains about  60  per  cent  nickel  and  40  per  cent  copper,  and  is  shipped 
in  this  state  largely  to  Constable  Hook,  New  Jersey,  for  further 
treatment.  The  diipments  of  these  mines  for  the  calendar  year 
end^  1906  were  valued  at  $4,645,832,  and  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  1907,  $3,677,127,  indicating  considerable  increase  for  the  year. 

L^s  activity  was  shown  in  the  development  of  copper  mines  than 
in  1906  on  account  of  the  lack  of  money.  Many  of  the  mines  did 
almost  nothing,  while  others  were  working  conservatively.  Three 
concentrating  plants  have  been  constructed  and  three  smelting  plants 
are  under  construction  at  the  copper  mines. 

Three  small  stamp  mills  have  been  constructed  at  the  gold  mines, 
only  two  of  which  are  now  working.  One  iron  mine  has  oeen  work- 
ing the  entire  year.  Most  of  the  ore  from  this  mine,  which  was 
formerly  shipped  to  the  United  States,  is  now  used  in  Canadian 
furnaces.  FuUy  75  per  cent  of  all  the  active  mining  in  this  consular 
district  is  done  by  Americans. 

One  of  the  principal  assets  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  is  the  facili- 
ties and  opportunities  for  the  development  of  water  power.  There 
are  numerous  rivers,  all  of  which  run  through  hilly  countries  and 
have  many  falls,  some  of  which  are  continuous  for  many  miles  and 
amount  to  hundreds  of  feet.  There  are  six  water-power  plants  now 
developed  in  Uiis  district. 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  declared  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the  United 
States  during  the  years  1905, 1906,  and  1907  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

CtULTCOftl 

$6,6«7 
17,206 
29,067 
6,280 

149,189 

22,906 

23,827 

1.896 

887,858 

KmlnnDtfl'  effects. -.-,..,.,..  .t r  r 

16.089 

Pteh  

67,319 

Hides 

2,075 

Mercury 

6,094 

MiDerals 

264,802 

124,622 

74,042 

Steel  bloom  ends 

149,760 

Xanbark 

2,716 

121,167 
2,658,108 
60,784 
80.751 
70,019 

U.262 

185,416 
8,414.795 
182,947 
48,889 
56.280 
8,878 
86,604 
638.824 
25,881 

15,049 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lath 

202.498 

Lumber 

4.189,661 

LOM 

287,869 

Pickets 

42.780 

Pulpwood     

U2.745 

PrMrfl  ttrtti  nil inir           . 

81604 

Ties  . .               

11,078 
390,003 
23.633 

49,206 

Wood  pulp 

720,000 

All  other  articles 

36.511 

Total 

8,671,600 
68,695 

4,764.666 
99,987 

6.966.(N9 

American  good"  ret"rn<^ - ^.^r-,  - 

37.695 

Grand  total - 

8,640,295 

4.864,548 

6,008,744 

Over  50  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  American  goods  returned  was 
for  exhibition  outfits  and  contractors'  plants.    . 


TOROKTO. 

By  Ck>N8UL  Robert  S.  Chiltow,  Jr. 

Toronto  is  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  and  is  the  second 
city  of  Canada  in  size  and  trade.  Its  population  is  about  275,000. 
It  is  the  financial,  commercial,  and  educational  center  of  Ontario, 
and  has  important  connections  with  the  Northwest.  The  industries 
include  many  factories  producing  machinery,  wood  products,  leather, 
clothing,  agricultural  implements,  and  musical  instruments,  and  also 
distilleries,  breweries,  and  many  large  wholesale  and  retail  estab- 
lishments. Its  bank  clearings  in  1907  amounted  to  $1,228,905,517; 
customs  receipts,  $11,611,267;  while  the  assessment  of  property  was 
$236,391,139.  There  are  105  miles  of  street  railway,  400  cars  being 
operated,  which  carried  85,538,000  passengers  in  1907. 

^\Tiile  the  money  stringency  during  the  latter  part  of  1907  was 
felt  in  Toronto  and  a  slackening  of  trade  resulted,  the  business  con- 
ditions generally  during  the  year  were  good  and  the  increase  of  com- 
merce and  rapid  development  and  growth  of  the  city  continued,  at 
least,  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  crops  in  tnis  region  were 
light,  but  apples  and  barley  seem  to  have  been  fairly  good  and 
afforded  a  surplus  for  exportation.  The  banks  in  Toronto  continued 
cash  payments  during  the  money  stringency,  but  loans  were  very 
difficult  to  obtain  and  the  rate  of  interest  was  advanced  considerably. 
Orders  for  new  goods  have  been  reduced  or  canceled  and  importa- 
tions as  indicated  by  customs  receipts  have  declined  heavily.  The 
cattle  and  hide  market,  lumber  trade,  iron,  grain,  hardware,  and  dry 
goods  have  all  been  similarly  affected  by  the  conditions  prevailing  at 
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the  end  of  the  year  and  still  show  evidence  of  dullness  and  depres- 
sion, but  with  a  tendency  to  improve. 

INCREASE  IN   EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  exports  from  Toronto  are  credited 
to  the  port  at  which  they  leave  Canada,  and  not  to  this  city,  it  is  im- 
possible to  give  figures  showing  the  total  exports  of  this  district,  but 
it  can  be  skid  generally  that  as  this  is  a  most  important  shipping 
point  for  Europe  and  the  United  States  as  well  as  more  distant 
countries  this  branch  of  trade  is  very  heavy  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  past  year  showed  a  substantial  increase  in  exports. 
The  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  invoices  declared  at  this 
office,  amounted,  d^ri^  the  year  1907,  to  $3,607,192,  or  an  increase  of 
$331,383  over  1906.  The  principal  items  showing  material  increase 
are  apples,  barley,  books,  and  printed  matter,  raw  furs  and  fur 
waste,  gum  chicle,  hides,  horses  for  exhibition,  leather  scrap,  scrap 
metal,  oat  hulls,  rubber  scrap,  sheepskins,  tea  and  wool,  while  de- 
clines are  noted  in  animals  for  breeding  purposes,  cattle,  horses,  lum- 
ber, seeds,  sheep,  tobacco,  etc.  The  shipments  of  barley  amounting  to 
$64,227  are  especially  notable,  as  being  the  first  shipments  of  this 
article  of  moment  since  the  present  tariff  of  30  cents  a  bushel  went 
into  effect. 

Although  Toronto  is  a  large  manufacturing  center,  very  few  manu- 
factured goods  are  exported  to  the  United  States  or  to  other  foreign 
countries,  but  find  their  principal  market  in  Canada. 

The  exports  declared  at  Toronto  for  the  United  States  during  the 
past  three  years  were  as  follows:* 


Articles. 


Antmals: 

Fbr  breeding  Dorpotes . 

Cattle  and  calves 

Hones 

Hones  for  exhibition  .. 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Apples 

Automobiles  for  tonrlng  . . . 

Bones,  etc 

Books,  etc 

readstuffs: 

Barley 

Oats  and  hulls 

Chemicals,  etc 

Emigrants*  effects 

urs,  raw 

Fur  waste 

Gum  chicle 

Hair,  animal 

Hides,  animal 

Jewelers'  sweeps 

Leather,  scrap 

Lomber 

Machinery 

Metal,  scrap 

Paper  stock 

RuM>er,  scrap 

Seeds 

Skins,6heep  

Tea 

Tobacco 

Whisky - 

Wool 

All  otiier  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods .. 
Betumed  exhibition  goods. . 

Grand  total 


1905. 


$61,642 
11.807 
43,854 
20.875 
72,368 
88,817 
6,950 
78,680 
10,668 

8,037 

6,627 

4,695 

121,606 

29,509 

8,889 

425,048 

28,897 

242,705 

15,742 

4,563 

20.850 

8,509 

50,465 

88,984 

28,584 

240,029 

80,718 

296,817 

58.856 

5,894 

104.128 

100,775 


2,251,418 
575.602 


2,826,920 


1906. 


$56,734 
22,486 
82,438 
55,705 
68,818 
10,402 
5,600 
77,801 
24,325 

5,460 


4,739 

142,459 

85,725 

8,888 

542,226 

34,139 

403.247 

19.882 

6.997 

94,837 

8,785 

55,806 

49,284 

83,859 

809,212 


831,286 
49,195 
10,245 
76,787 
84,124 


2.661,441 
859,937 
254,431 


8,275,809 


1907. 


$46,854 
16, 110 
14,926 
42,065 
13,888 
89,788 
21,100 
80.285 
29,855 

64,227 
15,428 
54,241 

143,818 
87.963 
15,565 

652,407 
50,111 

410,820 
28,697 
14,971 
58,242 
13,607 
79,798 
89,481 
56,839 

243,616 
56,037 

859,686 
11,787 
11,384 

210.768 

134,266 


8,116,590 
365,860 
124,742 


8,607,192 
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ARTICLES  IMPORTED — ^ARRIVAL  OF  GOODS  BY  WATER. 

As  the  detailed  Canadian  customs  statistics  are  compiled  for  the 
whole  Dominion  and  not  separated  bv  ports,  I  am  unable  to  give 
figures  showing  the  importation  of  American  goods  into  Toronto 
during  the  past  year,  but  in  1906  they  showed  a  total  of  $27,936,575, 
and  it  is  probably  safe  to  estimate  the  total  for  1907  at  $30,000,000, 
or  more.  The  list  of  articles  imported  covers  a  very  wide  range, 
some  of  the  leading  ones  being  books  and  periodicals,  coal,  cotton 
manufactures,  drugs,  dyes  and  chemicals,  clocks,  electric  apparatus, 
fancy  goods,  dry  goods,  hardware  and  machinery,  manufactures  of 
gold  and  silver,  rubber  goods,  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  leather  goods, 
jewelry,  musical  instruments,  oils,  optical  and  photo^aphic  goods, 
paper  manufactures,  printing  presses,  meats,  silks,  spirits,  vegetables, 
watches  and  watch  cases,  wooden  goods,  wool  goods,  tobacco,  etc 
The  total  imports  into  Toronto  from  all  countries  for  the  eight 
months  ending  with  November,  1907,  were  $14,694,597,  these  being 
the  latest  published  figures.  At  this  rate  the  total  importations  for 
the  year  would  amount  to  about  $60,000,000,  or  an  increase  of  approx- 
imately $3,000,000  over  the  previous  year,  about  one-half  of  which 
came  from  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  Toronto  in  1907  was  3,661,  an 
increase  of  255  over  1906.  The  following  figures  show  the  arrival 
of  goods  by  water  at  the  port  during  the  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bricka 

number. . 

7,741 

162,502 

576 

45,580 

244,024 

523 

14,700 

6,817 

917,000 

48,188 

15,694 

3,157 

80,000 
155.916 

Coal 

tona.. 

Fruit 

barrels.. 

4,545 

Do 

crates.. 

82,709 

Do 

..  hMketa. 

202,581 
271 

Do                                                                                                          Vmutb 

Grain 

bushels. . 

8,200 
5,828 

Ice          

tons. . 

Lumber 

feet.. 

Merchandise 

tons.. 

59,945 
68,S17 
4,580 

Oil  In  bulk 

barrels.. 

Stone 

-_    tnnH 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  imported  into  Toronto  by  rail  and 
jssel  in  1907  was  as  follows:  Anthracite,  643,862  tons;  bituminous, 
659,093  tons;  total,  1,302,955  tons. 

INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION — OBSTACLE  TO  SALE  OF  AMERICAN  GOODS. 

The  Toronto  exhibition,  held  annually  in  September,  is  the  most 
important  industrial  exhibition  held  in  Canada,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  annual  exhibitions  in  America.  The  buildings  and  grounds  cover 
nearly  200  acres  and  contain  a  wonderful  display  of  Canadian  natural 
and  manufactured  products  and  live  stock.  Admissions  for  several 
years  have  averagea  over  750,000.  There  are  many  American  visitors, 
but  few  American  exhibits,  the  display  being  largely  Canadian  in 
character.  The  improvement  and  extension  of  articles  of  Canadian 
manufacture  as  shown  from  ^ear  to  year  form  an  impressive  object 
lesson  in  the  rapid  strides  being  made  in  Canadian  manufacturing 
and  industrial  development. 

American  goods  of  many  kinds  are  extensively  used  here  and  sell 
purely  on  their  merits  and  price.     Commercial  travelers  visiting 
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neighboring  American  cities  would  do  well  to  include  Toronto  as 
some  do.  There  is  a  poor  chance  of  sales  through  catalogues  alone, 
and  such  advertising  matter  is  taxed  at  the  rate  of  16  cents  a  pound 
on  entering  Canada.  There  is  no  tax  in  Ontario  on  commercial 
travelers  and  samples  of  no  conmiercial  value  are  admitted  free  of 
dut^.  The  principal  obstacle  to  the  sale  of  American  goods  in  this 
region  is  the  strong  sentimental  preference  for  Canadian  or  British 
manufactures,  but  strong  as  this  is  it  does  not  seem  sufficient  to 
overcome  the  individual  taste  and  requirements  of  the  purdiaser, 
which  generally  can  best  be  suited  by  American  goods. 


WTNDSOR. 

By  Consul  Hakbt  A.  Oonawt. 

The  consulate  of  Windsor,  embracing  in  its  territorial  limits  the 
counties  of  Essex,  Kent,  and  a  part  oi  Elgin  and  Middlesex,  with 
their  cities^  towns,  villages,  and  large  areas  of  agricultural  lands, 
together  with  the  adjacent  lakes  and  rivers,  forms  one  of  the  most 
productive  districts,  as  well  as  the  largest  center  of  population  in 
the  most  southerly  part  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Windsor  is  a  favored  field  for  the  location  of  branch  factories  and 
distributing  warehouses  of  American  firms.  In  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity are  located  41  concerns,  exclusively  branches  or  directly  con- 
nected with  the  head  offices  in  the  United  States.  Appreciating  the 
advantages  accruing  in  bringing  these  industries  here,  Windsor  offers 
a  bonus  to  such  concerns  as  are  deemed  by  the  city  council  desirable. 
The  shipping  facilities,  which  are  excellent,  form  another  induce- 
ment for  the  location  here  of  business  houses. 

Walkerville,  though  not  as  large  as  Windsor,  is  an  important 
manufacturing  town.  Its  most  important  industry  is  a  distillery, 
which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  in  Canada.  The  Cana- 
dian law  compels  the  placing  of  the  product  of  all  distilleries  in 
lx)nd  for  two  years  immediately  after  its  distillation,  and  the  rigid 
inspection  of  the  government  revenue  officers  until  it  is  sold  insures 
the  absolute  purity  of  all  liquors  when  they  leave  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturer. 

SALT  PRODUCTION — AGRICULTURAL  INTERESTS. 

The  salt  wells  of  the  district  are  located  at  Sandwich  and  Windsor 
and  produce  about  50,000  tons  each  year.  The  principal  products 
manufactured  in  the  district  are  wire  fencing,  varnish,  iron  bridges, 
structural  iron  and  steel  work,  automobiles,  brass  and  iron  valves, 
hydrants  and  castings,  church  and  school  furniture,  reed  chairs  and 
children's  carriages,  chemicals,  fire  apparatus,  distilled  and  malt  liq- 
uors and  wine,  malleable  castings,  patent  medicines,  asphalt  blocks 
for  paving,  and  trussed  concrete  building  work. 

The  a^icultural  interests  of  the  district  are  large  and  varied. 
The  soil  is  most  fertile  and  adapted  to  successful  farming  in  all  the 
varieties  possible  in  the  Temperate  Zone.  The  agricultural  imple- 
ments uswi  are  largely  of  American  manufacture.  Besides  the  ce- 
reals, the  important  crops  include  tobacco,  flax,  sugar  beets,  and 
peppermint.  Fruit  is  raised  in  great  abundance,  and  much  attention 
9108— c  B 1907— VOL  1 6  j 

Digitized  by  V^jOO^  IC 


82  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

is  given  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  and  poultry. 
The  agricultural  conditions  for  the  past  year  are  very  similar  to  those 
of  1906.  Though  large  amounts  of  fruit  were  raised  during  the  past 
season,  the  crop  was  not  as  large  as  usual,  owing  principally  to  the 
inroads  of  the  San  Jose  scale.  Vigorous  efforts  are  being  made  by 
the  agricultural  department  of  the  Province  to  combat  this  pest,  and 
farmers  are  being  instructed  by  lecturers  and  literature  on  the  b^ft 
methods  of  exterminating  this  disease.  The  tobacco  yield  of  1907 
was  slightly  larger  than  that  of  the  previous  season,  amounting  to 
about  9^000,000  pounds.  This  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  crops  of 
the  region,  the  OTowers  receiving  an  average  of  nearly  8  cents  per 
pound.  While  this  crop  is  considered  an  exhausting  one  to  the  soil, 
a  proper  rotation  restores  fertility,  and  no  harm  is  done. 

Peppermint  culture,  though  hazardous  because  of  climatic  condi- 
tions, IS  successful  in  this  district.  The  Essex  County  Stock  Farm 
is  the  only  one  to  make  a  venture  in  this  crop,  planting  in  1907  150 
acres,  with  the  resultant  yield  of  about  4,000  pounds  or  peppermint 
oil.  The  season  was  not  as  favorable  as  the  previous  one,  either  in 
the  amount  raised  or  the  price  of  the  product. 

RAISING   PRODUCTS  FOR   THE  DETROIT   MARKET. 

The  raising  of  flax  is  a  new  and  increasing  feature  in  the  agricul- 
tural industry.  There  are  now  in  operation  five  flax  mills  located  in 
this  district.  The  area  planted  to  this  crop  was  about  400  acres,  with 
an  average  yield  of  2  tons  to  the  acre,  for  which  $10  per  ton  is  paid 
the  farmer.  All  of  this  flax  is  shipped  to  one  firm  located  at  Andover, 
Mass.  Sugar  beets  are  successfully  raised  here.  The  yield  is  large  and 
the  quality  exceptionally  good.  The  entire  crop  is  consumed  by  the 
Michigan  su^r  factories.  About  10,000  tons  were  shipped  through 
this  port  during  the  past  season,  valued  at  $38,207. 

Hundreds  of  acres  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Windsor  is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  ^rden  vegetables,  which  constitute 
a  large  part  of  the  supply  of  the  Detroit  markets.  Large  quantities 
of  the  small  fruits  raised  here  are  also  sold  in  Detroit.  Much  atten- 
tion is  given  to  the  raising  of  poultry  and  production  of  eggs.  The 
surplus  above  what  is  locally  consumed  finds  a  ready  market  in  De- 
troit at  good  prices. 

IMPORTANCE   OF   FISHING   INDU8TR1'. 

Commercial  fishing  is  here  an  industry  of  great  importance.  It  is 
difficult  to  estimate  the  exact  proportion  of  the  entire  catch  of  this 
Province  that  should  be  credited  to  this  consulate,  but  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  north  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  Lake  St.  Clairj  and  the  whole 
of  one  bank  of  the  Detroit  River  are  embraced  in  its  limits,  and  these 
locations  are  among  the  most  productive  of  the  Great  Lakes  fishing 
waters,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  its  full  proportion  of  the  fish  sup- 
plied by  this  Province  are  caught  here.  Ontario's  yield  of  whitefish 
amounted  to  2,875,450  pounds,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
58,030  pounds,  which  does  not  include  52,200  pounds  sold  as  salt  fish. 
The  herring  catch  amounted  to  4,543,700  pounds,  being  an  increase  of 
G88,500  pounds.  The  trout  catch  amounted  to  7,931,260  pounds,  an 
increase  of  1,174,640  pounds.  The  pickerel  yield  was  2,956,200 
pounds.  The  total  value  of  the  fish  catch  for  Ontario  is  set  at 
$1,734,865. 
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The  Ontario  hatcheries  have  not  been  working  to  their  capacities, 
although  they  have  been  doing  good  work.  The  Sandwich  hatchery 
distributed  61,500,000  whitefish  fry  and  41,500^000  pickerel  fry.  The 
breeding  of  black  bass  in  the  ponds  near  Belleville  has  been  continued 
and  from  the  adult  specimens  of  this  fine  game  fish  numerous  finger- 
lings  or  advanced  fry  were  reared  and  distributed  in  suitable  waters 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  The  Sandwich  hatcherv  cost  $5,594  to 
maintain.  Ontario  gets  $12,505  out  of  a  total  general  expenditure  of 
$118,682  for  all  of  the  Canadian  fisheries,  and  the  value  of  its  catdi 
amounted  to  $1,734,856. 

The  year  1907  was  one  ofgreat  prosperity  to  all  industrial  branches 
in  this  part  of  Canada.  There  nave  been  no  idle  persons  who  de- 
sired to  work.  Wages  here  are  about  equal  to  those  in  the  United 
States  and  the  cost  of  the  laboring  man's  living  slightly  cheaper. 
Merchants,  manufacturers,  and  business  men  generally  express  them- 
selves quite  satisfied  with  present  conditions. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  Windsor  from  the  United  States  during  the" 
calendar  year  1907  amounted  to  $4,855,193,  the  articles  being  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


ADimals,  living 

Books.  stAtionery,  etc , 

Breadstufls 

OarriageK,  etc 

Cement 

Coal,  etc 

Cotton  manufactures 

Drugs,  dyes,  and  chemicals 

Fruit. 

Glass 


Value. 


1140,188 
81,224 

1,006,5^2 
81,908 
24,606 

1,004,654 
22,062 
81,670 
74,612 
19,114 


Articles. 


Iron  and  Bteel  and  manufactures  of: 

Machines  and  machinery 

Iron  and  manufactures  of 

Tools  and  implements 

Oils  and  pain ts 

Paper,  etc 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


1185,162 
657.588 
66.102 
47,916 
86.782 
56,610 

1,369,788 


4,856,198 


The  value  of  the  exports,  including  American  goods  returned,  from 
Windsor  to  the  United  States  during  1907  was  $3,571,774,  against 
$2,196,595  in  1906  and  $1,478,284  in  1905.  The  principal  articles 
were: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Horses  for  ezhihition  pnrposes. 

Horses  for  breeding  purposes. . . 

Lambs 

Bones 

Chicle 

Coaches  

Coal  tar 

OofTee 

Dyes 


Flax 

Hides  and  sldns . . . 
Household  effects  . 

Rags,  cotton 

Rope,  old 

8eed,  clover 

Scrap  iron 

Sugar  beets 

Tea 

Tobacco  

Twine,  binder 

Whisky 


1906. 


118,686 
867* 


8,506 
1.488 
6,202 
18,024 
30,111 
380 


848 
2,923 
9.994 
2,562 
4,887 


489,866 


1906. 


$22,746 

250 

8,041 

8,602 

137,198 
6,250 


8,422 
12,558 
2,653 
7,181 


846,129 


1907. 


18,994 
11,025 
910 
6,548 
281,882 
6,000 
6.827 


1,864 

2,046 

8.149 

9,281 

16,068 

2,796 

86,996 

92,952 

72,011 

106,896 

520 

1,656 

1,476 

2,347 

11.009 

173 

88,208 

702 

82,966 

814. 122 

1,084.806 
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Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Wood,  and  mannfactarea  of: 

Lath 

•3,668 

•682 

664 

170,026 

21,774 

1,902 

62,817 

•451 

Logs 

7,184 

Lumber 

210,687 
788 

96,296 

Staves 

16i8Q2 

Ties 

86,970 

All  other  articles 

103,601 

107,907 

Total 

902,783 
676,501 

1,481,685 
766,000 

2.231,961 

Retnmed  Amei^can  goodii ,  - , , ,                   , , . , 

1,838,798 

Grand  total 

1,478,284 

2,196,696 

8,671,774 

QUEBEC. 

COATICOOK. 

By  Consul  Fbanklin  D.  Hale. 

The  heretofore  marked  prosperous  condition  of  the  people  of  this 
consular  district  continued  throughout  the  year  1907.  The  agricul- 
tural interests,  always  first  in  real  importance,  have  had  little  to 
complain  of,  except  climatic  conditions,  which  made  it  difficult  for 
many  to  gather  their  hay  and  grain  crop.  Prices  of  dairy  products 
have  ruled  very  high,  and  the  output  has  been  large ;  the  surplus  of 
butter  and  cheese  has,  as  formerly,  been  chiefly  exported  to  England, 
although  some  butter  has  found  a  better  market  in  the  United  States, 
Some  leading  creamery  operators  in  this  section  have  entered  into  a 
territory  consolidation  scheme  for  the  winter  season,  operating  new 
creameries  which  will  best  accommodate  the  milk  producers,  thus 
cutting  off  a  large  item  of  expenditure.  The  continually  developing 
dairying  business  is  largely  curtailing  the  exportation  of  cattle  and 
sheep. 

Tne  lumber  business  has  been  less  active  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
and  prospectively  there  will  be  a  smaller  production  in  1908,  the  un- 
certainty of  the  demand  market  prompting  extreme  caution.  Large 
quantities  of  pulp  wood  are  being  exported,  but  that  natural  product 
will  soon  have  been  all  taken  from  tnis  section  of  Canada.  Present 
high  prices  tempt  the  owners  of  small  quantities  of  such  wood  to 
benefit  from  the  present  sure  return  rather  than  wait  for  possibly 
higher  prices  in  the  future.  American  owners  of  timber  lands  are 
making  very  extensive  cuttings. 

manufactokies  prosperous. 

In  manufacturing  lines  the  year  has  been  one  of  satisfactory  re- 
sults. While  there  may  have  been  no  great  extension  of  existing 
plants  or  the  starting  of  new  enterprises,  still  there  have  been  suffi- 
cient orders  for  the  production  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  agricul- 
tural and  milling  machinery,  furniture,  whips,  dies,  lifting  jacks, 
and  cut  stone  to  Keep  in  employment  the  usual  amount  of  laborers 
at  remunerative  wages.  During  the  past  quarter  the  wave  of  uncer- 
tainty and  waiting  has  swept  across  the  border  line,  and  prompted 
a  safe  caution,  but  the  feeling  generally  prevails  that  there  is  no 
great  danger  of  such  a  curtailment  of  demand  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture as  to  cause  any  serious  trouble  to  the  laboring  classes.  The  re- 
tail trade,  especially  during  the  holidays,  has  been  hi^ly  satisfac- 
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tory  in  nearly  all  lines,  and  no  serious  difficulty  has  as  yet  been  ex- 
perienced in  making  collections. 

In  real  estate  there  are  plenty  of  purchasers  for  every  farm,  resi- 
dence, or  business  property  placed  on  the  market. 

American-made  gooas  are  nolding  their  own  in  the  markets  of  this 
section  of  Canada.  Individuals  have  invested  largely  in  western 
lands  and  market  securities,  both  of  Canada  and  the  Lmited  States,  but 
such  investors  are  largely  those  who  in  times  of  depression  can  wait 
for  something  better  to  turn  up.  The  granite  industry  at  Stanstead 
is  very  prosperous,  having  orders  on  hand  to  keep  them  busy  for  two 
years.  There  have  been  no  wage  difficulties  during  the  year  and  none 
are  in  prospect.  Good  paper  or  collateral  procures  money  at  6  per 
cent  from  banks  or  private  lenders.  Farm  and  domestic  help  is  still 
scarce  and  commands  high  wages. 

After  passing  through  its  experimental  stage  the  new  postal  ar- 
rangement between  Canada  and  the  United  States  is  subjected  to  very 
severe  criticism,  and  there  is  quite  a  general  desire  to  return  to  former 
conditions.  The  leading  American  papers  and  magazines  fill  a  large 
place  in  the  Canadian  fife,  and  are  objected  to  prmcipally  from  the 
economic  national  standpoint  of  being  a  very  noticeable  advertisement 
of  American  products  seeking  the  Canadian  markets. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  the  exports,  including  returned  American  goods,  from 
this  consular  district  to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1905, 1906, 
and  1907  was  $280,693,  $346,080,  and  $408,043,  respectively.  The  lead- 
ing articles  were : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Animals: 

CatUe 

Hones 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Automobiles 

Bmigrants'  effects 

Puis,  raw 

Hides  and  skins 

Sogar,  maple 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Logs 

Lumber 

Pulpwood 

Ties 

All  other  articles 


114,620 
22.221 
14,680 


20,996 
4.680 

51.696 
1,041 

48,980 
26.877 
8,499 
88,816 
10.650 


$2,100 
17,707 
17,006 
16,600 
21,203 
8,856 
62,668 
86,1B4 

S4,358 
44,515 
24,913 
42,391 
18,048 


12,706 
12,689 
11.204 
18,800 
16.768 
8,741 
66.874 
21,684 

69,867 
53,015 
49,040 
14.881 
25,850 


Total 

American  goods  returned . 


258,066 
22,627 


841,538 
4,542 


360,927 
57,116 


Qrand  total. 


280,698 


846,060 


406,048 


GA8PE. 

By  Consul  Almab  F.  Dickson. 


Since  transmitting  a  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1906, 
this  consular  district  has  been  reduced  in  size  more  than  one-half. 

One  United  States  gunboat,  6  steam  yachts,  and  2  towboats  called 
at  this  port  during  the  past  year.  The  port  was  opened  to  naviga- 
tion on  May  10,  1907,  and  was  closed  to  navigation  on  December 
16, 1907, 
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The  industries  of  this  district  are  those  of  the  forest  and  fisheries. 
The  products  of  the  forest  consist  mostly  of  spruce  planks,  boards, 
deals,  and  laths,  cedar  shingles,  and  railway  ties.  The  spruce  boards 
and  deals  are  exported  principally  to  Great  Britain,  the  railway  ties 
to  Mexico,  and  the  laths  and  cedar  shingles  to  the  United  States. 

The  Atlantic,  Quebec  and  Western  Railway  has  made  rapid  prog- 
ress during  the  past  year.  The  road  is  being  built  by  the  New 
Canadian  Company,  of  London,  England;  they  have  now  between 
400  and  600  men  at  work  in  five  different  sections.  The  road  will 
run  from  Gasp6  to  Matapedia,  about  200  miles,  and  there  connect 
with  the  Intercolonial  Railway.  I  am  informed,  on  very  good  au- 
thority, that  the  company  expects  to  have  the  road  completed  to 
Gaspe  in  the  next  two  years.  This  company  has  purchased  the 
Atlantic  and  Lake  Superior  Railway. 

DECLINE   IN   THE  FISHERY  PRODUCT. 

The  season  of  1907  was  an  altogether  abnormal  one.  After  a  very 
severe  winter,  the  spring  was  late,  and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
northeast  winds  the  ice,  which  was  unusually  heavy,  was  held  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  until  after  the  middle 
of  May.  After  such  a  severe  winter  and  late  spring  everyone  in  this 
section  expected  a  warm  summer,  but  the  reverse  was  the  case,  as  we 
had  practically  no  summer.  In  the  face  of  such  conditions  it  was 
not  surprising  that  the  fisheries  should  fall  off  about  one-third  from 
the  season  of  1906.  Outside  traders  have  visited  the  coast  in  this 
section  and  have  paid  the  fishermen  $5  and  $6  per  quintal  for  codfish. 
The  salmon  net  fishery  was  a  poor  one ;  the  fish  were  late  in  reaching 
the  coast,  and  it  was  noticed  by  experts  that  they  were  not  as  fat 
as  usual,  and  very  light  in  color.  The  fly-fishing  was  also  poor  on 
the  rivers,  owing  to  the  late  spring. 

Mackerel  were  late  coming  into  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  but  the 
spring  and  early  summer  f^hing  was  good,  while  the  late  summer 
and  fall  fishing  was  poor.    Mackerel  sold  for  $16  a  barrel. 

The  season  was  not  a  favorable  one  for  the  lobster  fishery.  There 
was  considerable  loss  of  gear  on  all  the  pounds  exposed  to  the  easterly 
winds,  yet  the  pack,  in  the  face  of  the  c(mditions,  has  been  a  fairly 
good  one.    Lobsters  brought  from  $14  to  $15  per  case. 

TRADE   WITH   FOREIGN   CX)UNTRIE8. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  year  1907  amounted 
to  $8,275,  consisting  of  the  following  articles :  Anthracite  coal,  $1,502 ; 
books,  $67 ;  boots  and  shoes,  $43 ;  salt  beef  in  barrels,  $482 ;  clothing, 
$88 ;  dry  goods,  $43 ;  electrical  apparatus,  $198 ;  lard,  $260 ;  machin- 
ery, $221;  nets,  lines,  and  twine,  $2,793;  salt  pork  in  barrels,  $2,133; 
miscellaneous,  $445. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to 
$51,817,  of  which  the  following  were  the  leading  articles:  Laths, 
$7,468;  long  lumber,  $17,958;  shingles,  $26,362;  American  herring 
nets  returned,  $29.  The  exports  to  countries  other  than  the  United 
States  in  1907  were  as  follows:  Lumber,  $231,363;  dry  codfish, 
$172,880. 

The  imports  from  countries  other  than  the  United  States  for  1907 
amounted  to  $14,616,  consisting  of  the  following  articles:  Clothing, 
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$285;  liquors,  $1,076;  molasses,  $5,666;  nets,  lines,  and  twine,  $789; 
sugar,  $4,087;  salt,  $1,536;  miscellaneous,  $1,177. 


RIMOU8KI. 

By  Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus. 

The  district  embraces  an  almost  limitless  area  of  cedar,  spruce,  and 
balsam  forests,  and  milling  operations  are  conducted  on  a  lar^e  scale, 
shingle  and  lumber  mills  being  located  at  the  mouths  of  all  the  prin- 
cipal streams  entering  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  The  shingle  and 
lumber  industry  is  thus  the  one  on  which  the  prosperity  of  the  dis- 
trict largely  depends.  Agriculture  and  dairying  are  carried  on  to  a 
considerable  extent  on  the  small  farms  in  the  cleared  districts  be- 
tween the  shore  and  woodlands,  but  these  industries  are  scarcely  more 
than  sufficient  to  supply  the  local  needs  and  are  only  of  secondary 
importance  compared  with  the  wealth  of  the  vast  forests  of  cedar 
and  kindred  woods  which  enter  into  manufacture  and  shipment. 
Much  the  same  conditions  prevail  in  the  territory  covered  by  the 
Cabano  agency  district  (under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  consulate), 
the  manufacture  of  timber  products  constituting  the  chief  industry. 

The  year  1907  was  in  all  respects  a  most  favorable  one  for  the 
lumber,  shingle,  and  wood-pulp  industries,  and  the  output  was  un- 
commonly large.  Good  prices  generally  prevailed,  and  the  excellent 
market  afforded  in  the  United  States  stimulated  shipping  and  led 
to  increased  exports  to  that  country,  the  largest  increase  showing  in 
shingles,  wood  pulp^  and  railway  ties.  The  increased  value  of  shingle 
shipments  to  the  United  States  over  that  of  the  year  1906  was  $186,199 ; 
that  of  wood  pulp,  $125,929;  cedar  ties,  $12,439. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES — ^DIRECT  IMPORTS   SMALL. 

The  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  during  the  past 
three  years  are  given  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Pun,  raw 

Honsebold  effects . 
Beat 


leamflB. 
^ood,  and 


Wood,  and  mannfacturea  of: 
Uths. 


Logs  and  poles.. 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood , 

Shingles 

Ties 

Wood  polp , 

All  other  articles.... 


$1,967 
2.006 
28,660 

15,161 


Total. 


126,951 
8,488 

502,250 
89,184 
19,507 
11,255 


14,862 
4,965 
29,700 

87,182 

84,406 
822.570 

17,260 
601,512 
134,066 

28,670 
7.962 


15.121 
8.502 
82,940 

88,854 

7,747 

828,882 

18,727 

787,712 

146,506 

154,560 

2,964 


750,428 


1,222,607 


1,626,965 


Scarcely  any  merchandise  is  directly  imported  into  this  district, 
practically  everything  being  purchased  by  local  dealers  through  the 
importing  and  jobbing  houses  at  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  other  large 
trade  centers  of  the  Dominion.  On  this  account  it  is  impossible  to 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  nature  or  value  of  imported  goods 
brought  into  this  district,  the  small  amount  of  direct  importations 
entered  at  this  port  being  of  insignificant  value. 
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The  principal  articles  of  import  are  woolen  fabrics,  farm  and  mill 
machinery,  typewriters,  cash  registers,  scales,  cotton-seed  meal,  iron 
products,  saws  and  carpenters'  tools,  canned  goods,  tobacco,  brandy, 
gin^  and  whisky.  Of  the  above  a  fair  percentage  comes  from  the 
Umted  States. 


ST.  HYACrNTHB. 

By  Ck)Nsi7L  Joseph  M.  Authieb. 

The  commercial  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
the  consular  district  of  St.  Hyacinthe  are  very  close,  owing  to  the 
fact  of  their  proximity  and  the  large  French  population  living  in 
the  border  States  who  are  closely  related  with  the  people  living 
here. 

The  industries  of  this  city  are  represented  by  two  large  shoe  fac- 
tories, one  knitting  mill,  three  foundries,  two  sash  and  blind  factories, 
two  machine  shops,  one  church-organ  factory,  one  grist  mill,  one 
thrashing  machine  and  farm  implement  factory,  one  large  tannery, 
one  distulery,  and  some  other  minor  establishments.  The  dairy  in- 
dustry has  developed  on  a  very  large  scale,  and  it  is  one  or  the 
largest  resources  of  revenue  for  the  farmers  surrounding  this  city. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  here  during  the  last  quarter  cen- 
tury among  the  farmers.  At  least  90  per  cent  of  them  employ  up- 
to-date  machinery  on  their  farms.  The  American  machines  are  very 
popular  and  are  in  general  use. 

There  are  four  lines  of  railroads  entering  this  city,  the  Grand 
Trunk,  Canadian  Pacific,  Intercolonial,  and  Quebec  and  Montreal 
Southern. 

TRADE    WITH    THE    UNFfED    STATES. 

The  total  imports  into  St.  Hyacinthe  during  the  year  1907 
amounted  to  $545,750,  against  $313,429  in  1906.  Of  the  imports  in 
1907  the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $450,014,  an  increase 
of  $220,812  over  the  previous  year;  United  Kingdom,  $75,851  against 
$65,577,  and  all  other  countries,  $19,885,  agamst  $18,650  in  1906. 
The  principal  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States  in  1907 
were: 


Articles. 


Alum 

Bags,  cement 

Blacking 

Breadstuffs:  Com 

Buttons 

Cement 

Cotton,  raw 

Drugs 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Machines,  sewing 

Machinery 

Motors,  electric 

Structural  iron  . 

Wire,  all  kinds 

All  other 


Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

•2,231 
2,221 
1,448 

76,994 
2,156 

Jeans 

§9,167 
2,991 

Leather  

Lumber:  Planks 

7:696 
12,428 

Paper. 

Seeds 

2,058 
88,158 
8,662 

9,150 

Settlers'  effects 

86,276 
2,227 

1,826 
9,405 
8,421 
67,824 
20,498 
8,296 

Soda,  nitrate 

Tobacco 

2.729 
7!496 

Twine 

All  other  articlee 

66,748 

Total 

450,014 
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The  value  of  the  dedared  exports  from  St.  Hyacinthe  to  the  United 
States  during  1907  was  $65,521,  consisting  of  the  following  articles : 


ArUcles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Books 

1202 
1.286 
8,467 
2,020 
6,960 
860 
270 
2,ff72 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Lath 

Hair 

$566 

26,182 
13,600 
8,885 
8  881 

Hay 

Lumber 

Hones 

Pulp  wood 

Hoosehold  effects 

Sbihgles 

Machine,  barking 

All  other  articles '.......'.'.. 

Patterns 

Total 

SWniJ . 

65,521 

The  declared  exports  from  St.  Hyacinthe  to  the  United  States  in 
1905  amounted  to  $55,031,  and  in  1906  $56,108.  The  value  of  ex- 
ports declared  at  the  Waterloo  agency  to  the  United  States  in  1905 
was  $103,897;  1906,  $252,325,  and  1907,  $182,692.  The  leading  items 
in  1907  were  as  follows :  Logs,  worth  $58,725 ;  hides,  $27,426 ;  skins, 
$58,797;  horses,  $10,380;  household  goods,  $9,815;  lambs,  $8,531,  and 
maple  sugar  and  molasses,  $1,937.  At  the  Sorel  agency  the  exports 
declared  to  the  United  States  during  1905  were  valuea  at  $131,226 ; 
1906,  $85,503 ;  and  1907,  $46,621.  The  principal  articles  in  1907  were : 
Canadian  wood  ashes,  valued  at  $8,497 ;  skins,  $16,347 ;  spruce  wood, 
$9,240;  Indian  goods,  $3,331 ;  pulp  wood,  $2,165,  and  household  goods, 
$2,307. 


SHERBBOOKE. 

By  Ck>NsuL  Paul  Lano. 

The  spring  of  1907  was  cold  and  backward  through  the  whole  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec  and  the  summer  season  was  a  rainy  one.  The  supply 
of  hay  was  an  average  one.  The  potato  crop  was  bad,  and  about  two- 
thirds  of  a  g'ain  crop  was  harvested ;  in  fact  all  kinds  of  crops  were 
dama^d.  The  dairy  industry,  which  has  been  the  most  remunerative 
pursuit  in  this  section  of  Canada,  has  fallen  off  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. The  exports  of  butter  up  to  December  25,  1907,  were  66,835 
packages,  against  363,731  packages  for  the  same  period  of  1906. 

THE   MINING,   LUMBER,   AND   PULP-WOOD   INDUSTRIES. 

There  was  exported  from  the  asbestos  mines  at  Thetford,  Black 
Ijake,  and  Broughton  to  the  United  States  $863,104  worth  of  this  min- 
eral, as  against  $779,386  worth  in  1906.  The  copper  mines  at  Eustis 
and  Capelton  produced  an  average  amount  of  ore  during  1907.  Sev- 
eral gold  properties  have  changed  ownership  at  high  prices,  and  after 
being  worked  actively  for  a  few  months,  have  been  abandoned  to 
their  former  owners,  and  the  amounts  paid  on  them  forfeited.  Still 
the  mining  fever  continues  and  options  on  many  properties  are  being 
taken. 

The  price  of  lumber  did  not  hold  to  the  high  figures  of  1906,  though 
the  decrease  was  not  very  pronounced.  The  cut  of  1906  was  well  up 
to  the  average,  and  the  decrease  in  price  has  had  a  tendencv  to  cur- 
tail the  output  for  1907.  The  one  exception  has  been  pulp  wood. 
This  has  shown  a  large  increase,  many  sales  being  made  at  $10  per 
cord,  and  it  has  been  nearly  impossible  to  obtain  it  at  any  price.    The 
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competition  among  the  buyers  of  pulp  wood  has  been  keeii.  They  arc 
all  agents  of  American  paper  and  pulp  mills,  and  practically  all  the 
pulp  wood  sold  is  exported  to  the  United  States.  A  strong  agitation 
for  an  export  duty  on  pulp  wood,  high  enough  to  entirely  prevent  its 
exportation  to  the  United  States,  and  compel  its  manufacture  into 
pulp  in  this  Province,  has  been  conducted  m  the  press.  This  pro- 
posal does  not  find  favor  with  the  owners  of  small  farms  and  land 
along  the  railway  lines,  because  more  or  less  pulp  wood  is  now  grow- 
ing on  this  land,  and  the  imposition  of  this  export  duty  would  gi*eatly 
depreciate  its  value,  for  the  present  at  least,  until  capital  could  be 
interested  and  new  pulp  mills  built  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  This 
opposition  is  likely  to  prevent  the  imposition  of  this  export  duty  at 
this  time. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES — LICENSE  LAW  REPEALED. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports,  exclusive  of  American  goods  re- 
turned, declared  from  the  Sherbrooke  consular  district  to  the  United 
States  durmg  the  calendar  year  1907  was  $2,357,039,  against  $2,019,- 
538  in  1906  and  $1,562,373  in  1905.  The  articles  of  export  from 
Sherbrooke  alone  for  the  past  three  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
comparative  statement : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Animals,  live., 

Asbestos 

Copper  matte. . 
Hide 


Household  effects , 

Mercury,  fulminate  of. . 
Ores. 


Platini^m 

Sugar,  maple 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Wood  pulp,  ground 

Another 

Woolen  tweeds 

All  other  articles 


962,  G99 
612,947 
17,631 
38,628 
13,645 
84,890 
121,178 


82,248 

18,872 
44,733 
48,324 
73,438 
5,015 
7,181 
11,398 


Total 1,142,722 

Returned  American  goods 13,762 


Grand  total 1,166,584 


158,302 
779,886 
22,986 
46,827 
16,268 
35,024 
144,837 
13,676 
94,016 

19.921 

100,276 

12,583 

198,184 

6,434 

3,893 

27, 6U 


176,386 

868.104 
25,011 
70,404 
20,625 
68,486 

110,548 
20,575 

127, 68S 

21,744 

77,175 
148.896 
209,404 

18,568 
5,551 

10,675 


1,573,218 
10,260 


1,860.720 
28,224 


1,583,468 


1,887,944 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  agency  of  Cookshire  to  the 
United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1907  was  $355,415.  against 
$308,572  in  1906  and  $307,193  in  1905.  The  principal  items  of  export 
in  1907  were:  Sheep,  valued  at  $37,330;  clapboards,  $34,296;  lumDer, 
$22,573 ;  pulp  wood,  $237,779,  and  unbleached  chemicals,  $9,524.  The 
declared  exports  from  the  Megantic  agency  to  the  United  States  in 
1907  amounted  to  $142,091,  against  $137,748  in  1906  and  $112,688  in 
1905.  The  leading  articles  of  export  in  1907  were:  Rough  lumber 
worth  $65,700;  horses,  $12,685;  ground  wood  pulp,  $8,860;  clap- 
boards, $12,278,  and  pulp  wood,  $25,129. 

The  license  law  requiring  nonresident  commercial  travelers  rep- 
resenting persons  having  no  place  of  business  in  Canada  to  take  out 
a  license  before  transacting  business  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  was 
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repealed  at  the  last  session  of  the  provincial  parliament.  This  law 
caused  considerable  loss  to  American  trade,  as  it  reduced  the  number 
of  commercial  travelers  in  the  Province.  Its  repeal  has  helped  the 
sale  of  American  goods.  Many  more  travelers,  representing  Amer- 
ican goods,  are  now  covering  this  territory.  This  is  a  good  field  for 
the  introduction  and  sale  of  boots  and  shoes,  carriages,  farming 
machinery,  fertilizers,  and  musical  instruments. 


YUKON  TEKBITOBY, 


DAWSON. 

By  Consul  Geoboe  C.  CJole. 

Statistical  reports  of  Yukon  Territory  show  about  the  same  gen- 
eral falling  off  in  exports,  imports,  gold  production,  and  business 
generally  for  the  last  five  years  or  more^  as  there  was  during  the 
last  year;  but  it  is  believed  that  as  the  mming  district  has  now  vir- 
tually changed  from  a  "  pick-and-shovel "  process  of  mining  to  one 
of  modem  machinery,  it  will  remain  about  the  same  as  it  is  now,  in 
a  business  wav,  for  a  number  of  years. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  given  to  copper  and  many  seams 
of  high-grade  ore  have  been  discovered  in  various  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tory and  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Horse,  where  it  has  been 
successfully  and  profitably  mined  during  the  past  year.  The  White 
Pass  Railroad  (Company  is  extending  its  road  to  these  mines.  A 
fair  grade  of  coal  is  also  mined  at  two  different  points  on  the  Yukon 
River  in  this  Territory,  which  is  used  to  some  extent  for  steaming  as 
well  as  domestic  purposes,  and  must  in  time  supplant  wood  as  a  niel. 

Large  game,  such  as  moose,  caribou,  and  bear,  is  said  to  be  plenti- 
ful, but  mr  animals  are  scarce  and  their  skins  are  very  costly.  Mar- 
tin that  could  be  purchased  five  years  ago  for  $10  now  sell  readily  for 
$60  and  other  furs  sell  equally  as  high. 

THE  FOREIGN   TRADE  OF  THE  TERRITORT. 

The  foreign  imports  into  Dawson  during  the  fiscal  year  1907 
amounted  to  $1,031,126  against  $951,947  in  1906,  and  for  White 
Horse  they  were  valued  at  $230^28  in  1907  and  $359,673  in  1906. 
The  exports  of  the  Territory  during  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals: 
CatUe  ... 

Hogs 

Hones 

Sbeep  ... 

Aotomoblles. 

Clothlog 

Fteed 

Fan,  raw 

Groceries 

Hardware  — 

Hides 


1906. 


$148 
6,928 
18,866 


14,722 
5.180 
7,296 
72,785 
88,287 
3,782 


1907. 


14,200 
1.180 
2,154 
8,469 
4,000 
8.402 

14,665 
4.864 

86,576 

41,668 
2,541 


Articles. 


Jewelry 

Liqaon 

Lumber 

Meatfdreaeed 

All  other  articles. 


822,809 


Total 

Bullion  and  currency: 

Currency 

Gold 6,820,606 


1906. 


11,337 
6,065 
7,117 
12,999 
84,920 


Grand  total — 


5,643,416 


1907. 


$1,078 

8,688 

4,966 

16,908 

12,659 


156,638 

18,146 
2,908,835 


3,078,613 
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NEWFOUNDLAND. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Exports  from  the  United  States  to  Newfoundland  for  the  eight 
months  ending  with  August,  1908,  aggregated  $2,403,632  as  compared 
with  $1,796,112  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1907.  The  imports 
from  Newfoundland  for  the  same  period  reached  $618,746  as  compared 
with  $617,202  for  the  corresponding  time  in  1907.  For  the  calendar 
year  1907  the  exports  to  Newfoundland  reached  $3,133,457  as  com- 
pared with  $2,924,863  in  1906,  while  the  imports  from  Newfoundland 
were  $1,169,666  as  compared  with  $1,229,696  in  the  preceding  year. 
Thus  there  was  an  increase  in  the  exports  to  Newfoundland  and  a 
decrease  in  the  imports  from  that  coimtry. 

The  total  trade  of  Newfoundland  has  more  than  doubled  in  eight 
years,  and  the  United  States  has  fared  well  in  the  increase.  This 
country  supplies  over  one-third  of  the  imports.  British  trade  has 
relatively  declined,  while  that  of  the  United  States  has  increased.  In 
manufactured  goods  the  United  Kingdom  supplies  45  per  cent  of  the 
imports  into  Newfoundland,  Canada  21  per  cent,  and  the  United 
States  26  per  cent.  In  textile  manufactures  Great  Britain  suppUes 
over  $1,000,000  of  the  imports,  the  United  States  about  $200,000,  and 
Canada  a  little  over  $100,000.  In  metal  manufactures  the  United 
States  in  the  last  year  of  which  there  is  a  record  supplied  $344,000 
worth  of  the  imports,  the  United  Kingdom  $270,000,  and  Canada 
$255,000,  showing  that  in  this  important  field  the  United  States  pre- 
dominates. 

The  population  of  Newfoundland  in  1906  was  estimated  at  230,000 
as  compared  with  221,000  in  1901,  showing  a  relatively  small  increase. 
Labrador,  with  less  than  5,000  persons,  is  a  dependency  of  New- 
foundland. There  is  opportimity  for  large  development  in  New- 
foimdland,  and  steps  are  being  taken  in  that  direction.  There  is  no 
class  of  inhabitants  dependent  on  the  soil  alone,  fishing  being  the 
principal  industry.  But  manufacturing  is  slowly  increasing,  and 
there  promises  to  be  a  large  development  in  the  production  of  pulp, 
for  which  there  is  an  increasing  demand  from  paper  manufacturers 
the  world  over.  Newfoundland  has  a  large  supply  of  trees  suitable 
for  that  purpose.  The  increase  in  the  price  of  dried  cod  has  greatly 
helped  the  colony.  The  price  has  doubled  in  ten  years,  thou^  the 
exports  have  not  greatly  increased. 

The  British  Government  recently  sent  Mr.  Richard  Grigg,  a  special 
agent,  to  Newfoundland  to  report  on  trade  conditions,  and  what 
should  be  done  to  increase  the  exports  of  Great  Britain  to  that  coun- 
try. Mr.  Grigg  submitted  an  elaborate  report,  printed  in  a  British 
Blue  Book,  in  which  he  quotes  largely  from  United  States  consular 
reports  and  the  report  of  Special  Agent  Pepper  to  the  Bureau  of 
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Manufactures,  and  gives  credit  to  the  American  merchants  for  more 
energetic  efforts  in  reaching  for  the  trade  of  Newf oimdland  than  is  the 
case  with  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain.    In  that  report  Mr.  Origg 

says: 

The  iasue  of  the  Monthly  CoDSolor  and  Trade  Reports  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor,  Bureau  of  Manufacturee,  at  Washington,  dealing  not  only  with 
Newfoundland  but  with  every  conceivable  economic  subject  all  the  world  over,  is 
an  admirable  undertaking,  and  without  doubt  of  very  great  assistance  to  the  extremely 
alert  American  manufacturer,  who  as  a  rule  avails  himself  very  fully  of  the  valuable 
information  afforded;  and  it  would  appear  that  similar  trade  representation  in  New- 
foundland might  be  of  substantial  value  to  British  trade  also. 


REVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

By  Consul  Jambs  S.  Benedict,  St.  Johns. 

The  industrial  and  commercial  activities  of  Newfoundland  for  the 
year  1907  were  not  as  marked  as  for  the  few  preceding  years,  on 
accoxmt  of  the  financial  distiu*bance  in  the  world's  money  markets, 
but  the  trade  of  the  colony  was  not  seriously  affected.  The  season 
oi>ened  with  a  seal  fishery  oelow  the  average,  but  the  cod  fishery  was 
fairly  successful.  The  herring  fishery  was  about  the  same.  The 
lobster  fishery  was  of  greater  aggregate  value  than  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  though  the  take  was  snuuler.  There  was  a  slight  revival 
in  the  whale  fishery. 

Newfoundland  contains  slate  deposits  equal  to  the  best  Welsh 
productions,  the  principal  ones  being  located  along  the  coasts  of 
Trinity,  Bonavista,  ana  Placentia  bays.  The  colors  of  the  local 
slate  are  75  per  cent  purple  and  25  per  cent  green,  and  these  are 
absolutely  permanent  ana  unfading.  The  deposit  at  Lance  Cove, 
Trinity  Bay,  is  said  to  be  superior  to  anything  discovered  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  largest  branch  of  the  mining  industn^  in  Newfoimdland  is 
that  for  hematite  iron  at  Bell  Island,  near  St.  Johns.  Two  companies 
are  working  separate  deposits.  These  mines  employ  from  1,300  to 
1,500  men  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Shipments  of  iron  to  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  increasing; 
those  to^  the  Netherlands  are  steady,  and  those  to  Great  Britam 
diminishing.  Even  though  the  mineral  industry  only  represents  one- 
sixth  the  value  of  the  products  of  the  fisheries,  the  employment 
afforded  to  a  great  numoer  of  men  when  fishing  is  not  possible  is 
of  great  value  to  the  coimtry. 

AGBICULTUBE — ^MANUFACTURES   AND  FOREST  RESOURCES. 

The  agricultural  products  of  the  colony  for  the  year  1907  were 
estimated  at  nearly  $2,000,000.  So  far  farming  has  been  practiced 
only  to  a  limited  extent;  but  the  government  has  voted  $20,000  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  model  farm,  and  the  farmers  hope  in  time  to 
be  able  to  raise  all  farm  products  that  can  be  used  in  the  coimtry, 
and  even  to  become  exporters.  The  object  of  the  model  farm  is  to 
determine  the  adaptabiUty  of  ^ain,  grasses,  root  crops,  and  all 
other  crops  which  may  grow  in  this  latitude,  and  to  make  researches 
and  experiments  bearing  directly  on  the  promotion  of  agriculture 
in  the  colony.  . 
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During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  marked  development 
in  connection  with  local  manufactures.  Figures  are  not  obtamable 
at  present  to  show  what  is  the  real  condition  of  the  colony  with  regard 
to  local  manufactures,  but  at  a  conservative  estimate,  the  value  of 
the  output  is  placed  at  $1,663,000. 

The  success  of  the  lumbering  industry  for  the  year  was  mainly  due 
to  the  small  cut,  and  the  consequent  advance  in  prices  of  manufac- 
tured timber.  But  the  value  of  the  forests  of  Newfoundland  Ues 
principally  in  the  suitabiUty  of  its  timber  for  pulpwood.  It  is 
estimated  that  one-third  of  the  area  is  well  wooded,  and  that  this 
portion  is  probably  as  heavily  covered  with  pulpwood  as  any  coimtry 
m  the  world.  The  government  prohibits  entu^ly  the  exportation 
of  pulpwood,  and  so  encourages  its  manufacture  into  an  article 
quadruple  the  value  of  the  raw  material. 

THE   FISHERIES. 

During  1907  the  total  exports  of  all  kinds  of  fish  and  fish  products, 
including  oils^  sealskins,  and  walrus  bides,  amounted  to  $10,058,050, 
of  which  codnsh  was  valued  at  $7,881,213. 

The  seal  fishery,  which  occupied  the  months  of  March  and  April, 
gave  only  an  average  yield.  There  were  engaged  in  this  fishery  22 
steamers  with  3,685  men.  The  total  catch  was  245,061  seals,  valued 
at  $455,210,  a  decrease  of  96,785  seals  and  $152,334  in  value  com- 
pared with  1906.  During  1907,  125,393  sealskins  were  exported, 
against  284,841  in  1906.  Of  the  shipments  in  1907,  1,955  went  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  123,438  to  the  United  States.  There  were 
3,399  tons  of  seal  oil  exported  from  St.  Johns. 

The  cod  fishery  was  an  average  one.  The  shore  and  bank  fisheries 
were  attended  with  good  resulte.  The  catch  on  the  southern  coast 
of  Labrador  was  the  best  for  years,  but  the  work  of  the  schooners, 
some  800,  which  cruise  on  northern  Labrador,  was  very  poorly  re- 
warded. The  exports  of  fish  from  Labrador  were  38,606  quintals 
more  than  in  1906,  but  the  decrease  in  value  was  $17,205.  A  large 
quantity  of  Labrador  fish  was  brought  to  Newfoundland  to  be  cured, 
but  the  quantity  was  smaller  than  m  1906  by  200,000  quintals.  The 
export  oi  bulk  herring  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  17,681 
barrels,  valued  at  $45,391,  and  a  decrease  in  frozen  herring  of  10,092 
barrels,  but  an  increase  of  $2,374  in  value.  Pickled  herring  increased 
76  barrels,  valued  at  $14,733,  making  the  total  increase  of  herring 
exports  for  the  year  valued  at  $62,498.  The  Bay  of  Islands  fishery 
was  conducted  with  success.  Fifty-seven  Amencan  vessels  arrived 
for  cargoes  of  herring,  taking  away  106,890  barrels,  valued  at  $251,652. 

The  lobster  fishery  was  somewhat  better  than  in  1906.  The  whole 
export  of  lobsters  is  in  canned  form,  that  for  1907  amounting  to 
26,999  cases,  valued  at  $383,767,  against  31,528  cases,  worth  $376,490, 
in  1906.  The  catch  of  salmon  was  very  poor  for  the  net  sea  fisher- 
men, and  the  river  anglers  had  only  moderate  success.  The  fresh 
salmon  exported  in  1907  amoimtea  to  164,302  poimds,  valued  at 
$12,260,  against  251,156  poimds,  worth  $17,931,  m  1906. 

WHALE   FISHERY  OUTLOOK. 

The  whale  fishery  did  not  meet  with  any  improvement  during  the 
past  year.  Only  8  steamers  were  operating,  and  their  catches  were 
very  small.  Chie  steamer  obtained  but  one  whale.  The  outlook  is 
so  gloomy  in  this  industry  that  one  firm  is  proposing  to  adopt  a 

Digitized  by  V^aOO^^K^ 


OOMMEBOE   AND   IKDU8TBIE8    OF   NEWFOUNDLAND. 


95 


method  now  in  vogue  in  Norway,  and  has  purchased  a  large  steamer 
of  3,000  tons,  which  is  esi)eciaUy  fitted  up  as  a  ''floating  factory," 
for  the  manufacture  into  oil  and  guano  of  the  fat,  flesh,  and  bones  of 
the  whale.  The  steamer  will  be  sent  to  cruise  in  West  Indian  waters 
with  one  or  two  whaling  steamers  which  wiU  act  as  tenders. 

The  export  of  whale  fishery  products  for  the  past  year  showed  a 
decrease  of  oil  of  1,551  tons,  valued  at  $48,900,  a  decrease  of  539  tons 
of  bone  valued  at  $7,825,  and  a  decrease  of  1,983  tons  of  guano  val- 
ued at  $59,273.  There  was  an  increase  of  whale  and  walrus  skins  of 
$829  over  the  year  1906. 

FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Newfoimdland  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1907,  amoimted  to  $22,527,201,  against  $22,500,- 
550  for  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the  imports  in  1907  was 
$10,426,040,  an  increase  of  $11,766  over  1906,  while  the  exports  dur- 
ing the  same  period  amoimted  in  value  to  $12,101,161,  as  against 
$12,086,276  for  the  previous  year.  Official  retimis  for  the  last  six 
months  of  the  calendar  year  are  not  available. 

In  the  case  of  imports  there  was  a  decrease  in  those  from  several 
countries,  including  the  United  States.  Brazil,  Italy,  Spain,  and  an 
increase  in  those  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada  and  other  British 
possessions,  and  Portugal.  There  was  an  increase  in  exports  to  the 
United  States.  Brazil,  Italy,  and  Spain,  and  a  decrease  in  those  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  Canada  and  other  British  possessions,  Portugal, 
and  a  few  otner  countries. 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports, by  countries,  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1906  and 
1907: 


CounfcrlM. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom.... 

Canada 

Other  Bntish  possessions 

Portugal 

Brarfl 

Italy 

Spain 

Other  countries 

Total 


I3,60U,192 

3,651,196 

3,521.939 

272,946 

25,957 

2,693 

1,460 

113,841 

215,060 


13,417,359 

2,669,934 

3,669,096 

841,108 

46,  KM 

327 

795 

75,322 

205,998 


$1,278,997 

1,662,612 

1,777,169 

673,645 

1,847,463 

l,84v,0S2 

1,266,813 

806,673 

023,822 


10,414,274 


10,426,040 


12,086,276 


$1,394,269 

1,492,795 

1,611,480 

452,604 

1,841,968 

2,063,444 

1,331,518 

994,308 

918,775 


12,101,161 


PRINC5IPAL  AKTICLES   OF   IMPORT  AND   EXPORT. 

The  foUowing  comparative  statement  shows  the  principal  articles 
of  import  into  and  the  exports  from  Newfoundland  during  the  years 
endecl  June  30,  1906  and  1907,  respectively: 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


Breadstuils:  Floor 

Coal 

Cottons,  woolens,  etc . . . 
Leather  and  mannfac^ 

tores 

Hardware,  etc 

Molasses 


1906. 

1907. 

$1,822,271 

526,027 

1,582,403 

832,837 
759,253 
224,237 

$1,529,025 

565,208 

1,640,921 

350,425 
861,283 
276,127 

Articles. 


Provisions: 

Beef,  salted.. 

Butter 

Pork,  salted.. 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wines  and  spirits 


1906. 


$319,143 
140,031 
460,228 
213,309 
172,144 
105,409 
79,823 


1907. 


$305,971 
116,272 
431,418 
147,502 
134,548 
116,168 
106,369 
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Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

ArUdes. 

1906. 

1907. 

Copper,  Ingots,  etc 

$375,520 

7,864,719 
343,865 
376,490 
88,005 
176,154 

1278,  «50 

7,873,172 

406,363 

383,767 

73,660 

326,581 

Oil: 

Cod 

1389,347 
297,430 
222,761 
766,430 
834,075 
314,048 

$390,448 
447,967 
173,011 
880,670 
184,140 
194,300 

Cod 

Seal *.. 

Hening 

Whale 

Lobsters 

Ore,  iron 

Salmon 

Pyrites,  Iron 

Lnrpber 

S^n8,8eal 

EXPORTS  TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  St.  Johns  to  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1907  was  $864,245,  a  loss  of  $29,851 
from  1906,  but  a  gain  of  $273,620  over  1905.     The  items  were: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Bemes 

Fertilisers 

Fish: 

Cod,  salt 

Herring,  salt 

Lobsters,  canned 

Salmon 

Trout 

Other 

Fan,  raw 

Junk 

Lumber 


17,291 
107,157 

134,435 
16,519 
2,974 
1,710 
7,304 
8,309 
4,800 
11,390 
26,591 


19,062 
29,686 

139,491 
23,538 
3,797 
3,535 
2,314 


S22,500 


2,614 
27,871 
03,269 


161,502 

22,804 

988 

12,660 

2.745 

161 

411 

13,772 

43,336 


Oil: 

Cod 

Seal 

Whale 

Ore,  Iron 

Skins,  seal 

Other  articles , 

Total 

Returned  American 
goods 

Grand  total 


9Mt,732 
5,140 
14,709 
5,600 

128,633 
8,202 


$168,102 

12,264 

16,963 

114, 171 

242,734 

8,482 


1209,803 
20,210 
15.424 
105,739 
213,709 
18,441 


5U),625 
10,570 


894,096 
8,409 


864,245 
10,240 


601,196 


902,506 


874,486 


MEXICO. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The  series  of  consular  reports  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Mexico 
in  1907  reveal  a  continuous  growth  and  extension  of  the  country's 
industrial  and  vital  interests  contemporaneous  with  the  progress  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  This  is  possible  under  the  sound, 
stable  administration  of  the  national  affairs  of  that  country  and  is 
aided  by  the  immense  natural  resources.  For  generations  Mexico  has 
been  producing  a  vast  mineral  wealth,  which  continues  to  the  present 
day.  The  silver  production  of  the  country  in  1907  was  valued  at 
$35,515,000  in  United  States  currency,  and  that  of  gold  at  $17,793,000. 
Mexico  is  rich  in  minerals — ^gold,  silver,  platinum,  lead,  iron,  copper, 
quicksilver,  tin,  antimony,  sulphur,  asphalt,  graphite,  salt,  marble, 
and  precious  stones. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  great  undeveloped  raw  ma- 
terials of  Mexico  it  may  be  stated  that  the  country  has  20,000,000  to 
25,000,000  acres  of  first-class  timber  standing,  while  about  70  per 
cent  of  the  lumber  used  is  imported.  With  the  extension  of  the  rail- 
way systems  these  forests  will  be  made  available  for  market.  Per- 
haps the  most  notable  event  in  Mexico  during  the  past  year  has  been 
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the  merging  of  the  leading  lines  of  railways  under  Government 
direction  and  part  ownership. 

The  growing  business  of  the  country  is  well  expressed  in  the  in- 
creasing amount  of  mail  handled,  which  was  90,000,000  pieces  for 
the  first  half  of  1908,  as  against  86,000,000  for  the  first  half  of  1907. 
This  is  referred  to  by  President  Diaz  in  his  last  annual  report. 

The  Grovemment  is  encouraging  many  lines  of  industrial  enter- 
prise, among  which  is  a  comprehensive  plan  for  irrigation,  imder 
which  it  has  offered  subsidies  for  enterprises  of  this  character.  With 
irrigation,  vast  tracts  of  Mexican  land  hitherto  improductive  because 
of  the  lack  of  water  will  no  doubt  be  made  available  for  extensive 
agricultural  operations.  The  Government  is  also  taking  a  keen  inter- 
est in  educational  progress,  as  may  be  noted  by  the  following  state- 
ment from  the  message  of  President  Diaz : 

In  order  to  draw  still  closer  the  relations  which  happUy  exist  between  the 
educational  corporations  of  the  United  States  and  our  own,  the  subsecretary 
of  public  instruction,  while  at  Washington,  extended  an  invitation  to  the 
National  Association  of  American  School  Superintendents  to  gather  in  Mexico 
in  the  year  1910  for  one  of  its  important  meetings,  which  will  coincide  with  a 
similar  meeting  of  Mexican  educators.  The  invitation  was  received  with 
marked  enthusiasm. 

That  Mexican  banks  and  banking  are  on  a  high  scale  is  evident 
from  their  gross  assets,  which  in  1907  aggregated  $361,880,000  gold. 

A  study  of  commercial  transactions  between  Mexico  and  foreign 
countries  is  also  of  deep  interest.  Owing  to  proximity  the  largest 
share  of  the  traffic  is  with  the  United  States,  which  participates  to 
the  extent  of  about  two-thirds  in  both  exports  and  imports.  It  may 
be  noted,  however,  that  while  Mexico  imports  about  $13,000,000 
worth  of  textile  goods,  the  United  States  furnished  very  little  of  such 
manufactures.  The  sales  of  American  cotton  fabrics  to  Mexico  last 
year — amounting  to  less  than  $1,000,000 — shows  only  a  small  increase 
over  those  of  five  years  before.  There  are  about  680,000  spindles 
and  22,000  looms  in  Mexican  cotton  factories,  yet  Great  Britain,  Ger- 
many, and  France  are  selling  large  amounts  of  cotton  fabrications 
in  that  country.  The  sales  of  British  textile  piece  goods  alone  in 
Mexico  increased  from  about  $1,400,000  in  1905  to  $2,400,000  in  1907. 
While  American  cotton  mills  are  not  making  much  progress  in  the 
Mexican  trade,  American  woolen  mills  advanced  their  sales  there 
from  $225,000  in  1903  to  $533,000  in  1907. 

Naturally  with  the  industrial  development  of  Mexico,  American 
manufacturers  of  machinery  have  effected  the  largest  sale  of  machin- 
ery there.  The  total  in  1907  aggregated  nearly  $17,000,000,  this  in- 
cluding mining,  electrical,  pumping,  and  power  equipments,  but  not 
agricultural  implements,  which  aggregated  nearly  half  a  million  dol- 
lars. Another  large  line  of  American  goods  finding  sale  in  Mexico 
9108— c  B 1907--VOL 1 7 
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is  instruments  of  all  kinds;  those  for  scientific  purposes  advanced 
to  $1,350,000,  while  mechanics'  and  builders'  tools  and  hardware 
nearly  reached  a  like  amount. 

Having  such  great  natural  resources  still  undeveloped,  but  whidi 
are  being  more  exploited  from  year  to  year,  this  neighboring  Republic 
will  undoubtedly  afford  an  increasing  market  opportimity  for  Ameri- 
can productions. 

BEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  MEXICO. 

By  Consul-general  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  the  Mexican  treasury 
received  from  the  various  sources  of  the  national  revenue  the  sum  of 
$66,915,489  United  States  currency.  This  is  exclusive  of  $367,551 
collected  in  bonds  of  the  public  debt  and  $1,353  which  figure  upon  the 
credit  side  as  moneys  collected  for  specific  purposes  against  which 
there  are  debit  entries  to  correspond. 

Taking  the  figures  $56,915,489  as  the  actual  receipts  in  cash  for 
the  year,  there  is  to  be  found  on  contrasting  with  it  the  actual  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year,  which  amounted  to  $42,208,167, 
a  credit  balance  of  $14,545,322  gold. 

GOVERNMENT  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENOrTURES. 

The  total  receipts  and  expenditures  of  revenues  for  Mexico  during 
the  past  ten  vears  ended  June  30,  1907,  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement,  values  being  given  in  Mexican  silver  dollars  or  pesos,  worth 
49.8  cents  American  gold : 


Yeaw. 

Receipts. 

Expendi- 
tures. 

Surplus. 

Years. 

Receipts. 

Expendi- 
tures. 

Surplus. 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

$62,697,985 
60,139,213 
64,261.076 
62,998.aa5 
66,147.049 

$51,815,286 
53,499,542 
57,944,688 
59,428,006 
63,081,514 

$882,699 
6,639,671 
6,316,388 
3,575,799 
3,065,535 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

$76,023,416 
86,473,801 
92,083,887 
101,972.624 
114,286,122 

$68,222,522 
76,818,643 
79,162,796 
79,466,912 
85,076,641 

$7,800,894 
10.092.168 
1*2,981,091 
22.606,712 
29,209,482 

The  total  income  of  the  national  treasury  during  the  fiscal  year 
1906-7  was  derived  from  the  following  sources:  Taxes  levied  upon 
foreign  trade,  $27,708,266  gold ;  taxes  upon  domestic  trade  and  indus- 
tries (stamp  tax),  $16,842,141;  taxes  on  estates,  etc.,  $5,437,788,  and 
from  Government  enterprises,  such  as  post-office,  telegraph  offices, 
lotteries,  etc.,  $7^32,028;  total,  $57,220,223.  The  import  duties  have 
increased  from  $15,960,900  gold  in  1902-3  to  $26,055,560  in  1906-7. 
The  duties  collected  on  artides  of  export  have  increased  in  the  same 
period  from  $421,104  to  $523,677.  The  stamp  tax  (internal  revenue) 
in  1902-3  netted  about  $15,000,000,  while  in  1906-7  it  amounted  to 
about  $17,000,000. 

COST    OF    CX)LLECTING    REVENUE — SUMS    SPENT    FOR    IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  actual  cost  of  collecting  the  national  revenue  seems  to  have 
decreased  considerably  of  late  years.  In  1897-98  the  proportion  was 
8.423  per  cent  of  the  total  customs  revenue  devoted  to  the  running 
expenses  of  the  customs  service;  in  1906-7  the  percentage  was  only 
4.247.  Averaging  the  running  expenses  of  each  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  revenue  service,  one  finds  that  4.74  per  cent  or  the 
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moneys  collected  have  gone  into  the  actual  running  expenses  of  the 
departments. 

Since  the  year  1900  the  following  expenditures,  in  Mexican  cur- 
rency, have  been  made  out  of  the  reserves  of  the  national  treasury 
for  public  works:  Hospital,  $2,191,590;  asylum  for  the  insane,  $8,410; 
poorhouse,  $1,000,000;  buildings  for  the  department  of  instruction 
and  fine  arts,  etc,  $1,918,191 ;  medical  and  geological  institute  build- 
ings, $298,755;  post-office  buildings,  $2,843^438;  submarine  cable, 
$600,000 ;  naval  vessels,  $2,403,889 ;  street  paving,  water  supply,  sani- 
tation, etc.,  $1,963,499 ;  payment  of  accrued  interest  upon  (Jalifomia 
bonds^  $1,4^,683 ;  purchase  of  shares  of  the  Mexican  National  Rail- 
road, $5,448,502 ;  building  of  legislative  palace,  $557,638 ;  water  sup- 
ply for  Mexico  City,  $3,025,216 ;  port  works  at  Coatzacoalcos  and 
Salina  Cruz,  $13,072,196 ;  and  purchase  of  CTound  for  the  building  of 
a  national  theater,  etc.,  $1,753,087.  There  should  also  be  added  to  the 
expenditures  $10,690,260  authorized  by  Congress  for  the  building  of 
another  asylum  for  the  insane,  a  normal  school,  and  for  the  completion 
of  the  port  works  at  Coatzacoalcos. 

THE  FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  imports  into  Mexico  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1907, 
amounted  to  $116,214,968  gold,  and  the  exports  therefrom  $123,- 
512,969,  showing  a  trade  balance  of  $7,298,001  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
public The  figures  for  the  fiscal  vear  1905-6  show  that  the  imports 
amounted  to  $109,562,368  gold  and  the  exports  $135,027,027,  showing 
a  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Mexico  of  $25,464,759. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Mexico,  bjr  countries,  during  the 
fiscal  year  1905-6  and  1906-7  and  for  the  last  six  months  of  1907  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement,  values  being  given  in  pesos  or 
Mexican  silver  dollars,  worth  49.8  cents  American  gold : 


Coon  tries. 


1906. 


Imports.        Exports. 


1«07. 


Imports.        Exports. 


Six  moDtlis  ended  Dec. 
81,1907. 


Imports.      Exports. 


United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom., 

Spain :.. 

Innce , 

ItalT 

Netherlands , 

Switserland 

Belglnm  .......... 

Anstria-Hnngary. , 


Portugal 

Sweden 

Norway 

China. 

Hindnston 

Japan 

Jnpt 

Gsnada 

Guatemala 

British  Hondnras . 

Biasil 

Coknnbia 

Chile 

Senador  


Argentina 

Venesnela 

Cnba 

Aostialia 

All  other  oountries., 


$145,541,688 

20,668,731 

20,181,748 

7,692,087 

16,171,837 

1,291,668 

607,959 

911,981 

2,598,880 

1,100,920 

49,068 

107,849 

178,547 

245,466 

208,212 

1,262,831 

142,807 

81,886 

278,400 

88,978 

785 

14,760 

29,665 

5,848 

94,864 

20,948 

28,662 

49,618 

242.205 

27,888 

848,991 


8186,010,052 
20,628,166 
41,672,878 
2,201,295 
8,010,280 
58,224 
49,426 


7,266,822 

8,660 

18,000 

450 


208,335 
528,878 
852,066 


5,060 

60 

4,247 

4,460 


4,028,996 
*'*i92*969' 


$146, 370,  .186 

24,42  t:!68 

23,  *   128 

7,07   177 

17,*;;^  ;86 

1.961,772 

5&-!,l5S 

1,{M7,J08 

8,123,191 

l,3as,:«7 

23ri,  i!94 

2^>6,  260 

574. 180 

Mi,  479 

288,136 

1,160,445 

714,780 

198,807 

448.481 

8,712 

22,634 

9.018 

16,405 

162.253 

95,976 

18,168 

49,689 

26,811 

177,288 

65,081 

899,476 


$175,809,124 

20,109,664 

81.874.024 

2,988,411 

8,034,024 

87,966 

51.850 


5,808.604 

8,565 

51,067 


460 
20 
796 


456,679 
482,471 
299.138 


1,200 

200 

29,580 

760 


2,372,180 

800 

85,562 


$69,962,589 

15,845,868 

15,065,761 

3.829,457 

10.595,007 

1,077,302 

316,081 

562,490 

2,066,407 

845,145 

90,714 

88.512 

429,520 

81.881 

89.106 

524,645 

837,529 

43.899 

369,650 

4.321 

11,620 

8,945 

14,760 

28.664 

65,824 

1,129 

844.468 

4,899 

64,399 

108,023 

144,711 


$89,745,808 

11,806,982 

16,272,671 

1,845,895 

4,780,782 

6,181 

9,210 


2,340,311 

7,200 

5,566 

544 


1,000 
500 


96,378 
830,100 
122.912 


15,108 


400 

945 

60 

1,886,096 


14.475 


Total 220,004,755  271,188,809  238,868,889  248,018,010  122,977,699  127,786,512 
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IMPOSTS  BY  GLASSES. 


The  imports  into  Mexico,  by  classes,  during  the  fiscal  years  1906 
and  1907  and  for  the  last  six  months  of  1907  are  shown  m  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  values  being  given  in  Mexican  dollars,  worth  49.8 
cents  American  gold : 


Claases. 


1906. 


1907. 


Six  months 

ended  Dec. 

81, 1907. 


Animal  products 

Chemical  and  pharmaoeatlcal  products 

Vegetable  products 

Textiles 

Mineral  products 

Beverages,  liquors,  etc 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Machinery 

Vehicles 

Arms  and  explodves 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


fit,  819, 191 

7,726,865 

82.674,264 

22,664,818 

90,748.262 

7,264,827 

5.487,920 

20,410.728 

4,596.158 

4.122.866 

8.155,876 


819,284.181 

9,f4)6,968 
81,730.766 
20,  1^^8,394 
8.!.M71,772 

<>.  027. 066 

27,  TA,\  744 

9.  (XX).  308 

3.W7.928 
:■"'■:  764 


220,004,765 


288,863,889 


19,204,818 
5,488,216 
16,888,680 
15.982,606 
89,946.408 
8,721,196 
8,816,816 
15,808,819 
4,785,572 
2,084,491 
5,860,887 


122,977,C 


CLASSIFICATION  AND  VALUE  OF  EXFOBTS. 

The  exports  from  Mexico,  including  gold  and  silver,  during  the 
fiscal  years  1906  and  1907  and  during  the  last  six  months  of  19OT  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement,  values  being  given  in  Mexican  dol- 
lars, worth  49.8  cents  American  gold : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Six  months 

ended  Dec. 

81, 1907. 


Bark  and  roots  for  tannin^;. 
Beans: 

Frljol 

Oarbanso 

Broomroot 

Cattie 

Coffee 

Com 

Fiber: 

Leaf 

Manufactured 

Flour  and  pulp,  cottonseed. 

Fruit 

Ouayule , 

Gum  chicle 

Hats,  palm 

mdes: 

Raw 

Tanned 

Istle,  leaf 

Minerals: 

Antimony 

SSTf.::::::::::::::::: 

Zinc 

other,  n'.e.s 

Rubber . 


Suffar.... 
Tooacco: 


Tob 

Raw 

Manufactured . 

Vanilla 

Woods 

All  other  articles.. 


Total 

Gold  and  silyer: 

Gold 

Silver 


Grand  total. 


821,012 

716,184 
2,960,822 
1.872,767 
8,271,888 
9,288,628 
67,705 

29,487,510 
15 
565,700 
295,884 
117,^026 
1,696,528 
566,748 

7,882,867 

215,839 

8,667,845 

1,089.061 
28,655,897 

4,967,806 
886,285 
614,806 

2,890,425 
674,235 

2,216.282 
878,381 
4,157,895 
2,511,177 
8,472,471 


88,209 


4,084,521 
1,881,217 
1.560,862 
7,287,629 
8,871 

81,440,246 

1.122 

846,280 

829,990 

61.226 

2,144,724 

681,219 

8,875,091 

84.888 

8,818,176 

1,427,421 
28,018,608 
8,644,789 
2,010.408 
1,409.289 
6,678.986 
1,164,888 

1,894,880 
498,229 
2,662,266 
8,004.814 
8,102.682 


114,042,948 

81,696.777 
125,400,064 


124,282,606 

28,878.714 
99.861,790 


271,188,809 


248,018,010 


812.801 

415,104 
2,055,999 
1,825,242 

968,719 

1,458,088 

749 

12,747,147 
250 
682,281 
272,870 
48,280 
817,048 
948,866 

8,027,768 

28,922 

1,585,699 

970,021 

14,619,049 

2,255,417 

618,694 

864,907 

4,884,687 

200 

284,275 

994.064 

1,827.161 

1,866,889 

8,860,418 


66,681,814 

17,607.619 
68,607,679 


127,786,512 
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ACAPUIiCO. 

By  Consul  Maxwell  K.  Moobhead. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Acapulco  to  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  $97,081,  being  a  decrease  of  $32,780  from  1906,  but 
an  increase  of  $61,524  over  1905.  The  articles  and  their  values  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Arttdoi. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Coffee 

•86 

t2,264 

60,000 

979 

16,442 

928 

18,991 

W 

744 

Copper,  bar 

Coltbii-fleed  meid 

822 
18,094 
9.102 

845 
U,248 

866 

Fruit 

16,448 

Hides 

84,249 

Robber 

BWpf  

6,449 
166 

Other  articlee 

Total 

86,667 

129,861 

97,061 

AGUASCAIilBNTRS. 

By  Consul  Walter  D.  Shauohncsst. 

During  the  past  year  the  general  business  situation  in  this  district 
has  not  only  been  maintained,  but  his  shown  noteworthy  increases 
in  the  various  lines  of  trade.  The  merchants  of  this  city  import  their 
goods  from  the  United  States,  Germany,  France,  and  Great  Britain. 

It  was  stated  to  me  by  an  American  dealer  that  his  house  sells 
double  the  amount  of  goods  imported  from  Germany,  France,  and 
Great  Britain  than  from  the  United  States.  His  reason  for  dealing 
with  the  foreign  houses  is  on  account  of  the  longer  time  allowed  for 
payments,  which  is  not  extended  by  the  American  firms.  Foreign 
houses  allow  a  credit  of  four  or  six  months,  whereas  American  fihns 
allow  as  a  rule  only  thirty  days.  The  congestion  of  the  Mexican 
railroads  in  the  past  year  has  caused  delays  in  the  delivery  of  mer- 
chandise ordered  from  the  United  States,  thereby  compelling  the  im- 
porter to  pay  for  his  goods  before  their  arrival,  which  have  at  times 
been  over  sixty  days  in  transit. 

Business  houses  report  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  as  very 
profitable,  which  can  also  be  verified  by  the  building  operations  and 
the  opening  up  of  new  stores.  Owing  to  the  extremely  dry  season 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December  the  crops  failed  to 
reach  expectations,  and  sales  declined  about  16  per  cent.  However, 
construction  work  is  still  progressing  and  only  in  several  small  cases 
have  the  operations  ceasea  entirely. 

OUTPUT  OF  BULLION. 

The  output  of  bullion  from  the  plant  of  a  leading  American  smelt- 
ing and  refining  company,  which  is  the  most  important  of  the  local 
industries,  has  ^own  a  large  increase  over  the  preceding  years  of  1905 
and  1906.  The  percentage  of  increase  would  have  been  greater  had 
not  the  sudden  decline  in  the  price  of  metals  resulted  in  the  closing 
down  of  the  low-grade  mines  and  the  falling  off  of  ore  shipments  to 
the  smelters.  The  recent  increase  in  freight  rates  also  caused  the 
discontinuation  of  operations  at  many  of  Aie  mines  until  metals  are 
at  a  more  favorable  premium  to  warrant  a  reasonable  profit. 
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The  amount  of  bullion  exported  to  the  United  States  during  the 
years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  was  as  follows: 


Bullion. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

CoDDor 

$16,608,458 
986,474 

•^^•^.sg 

$19,740,282 

SlSSt.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::"::::":::::"--: 

940.878 

TOttd 

16,494.982 

16.429.946 

19.960.660 

All  but  two  of  the  low-grade  mines  at  Tepezala  and  Asientos,  in 
the  mining  district  of  this  State,  have  temporarily  suspended  work 
until  copper  is  again  at  a  paying  basis.  This  district  heretofore  has 
produced  from  80,000  to  100,000  tons  of  ore  annually. 

RAILROAD  IMPROVEMENTS — BANKS. 

The  Mexican  Central  Railroad  is  installing  at  the  general  machine 
shops  in  this  city  three  new  Wicks  boilers  of  300  horsepower,  whidi 
when  completed  will  double  the  boiler  capacity. 

The  conversion  of  coal-buming  engines  into  oil-burning  is  rapidly 
progressing,  and  within  a  short  time  only  oil  burners  will  be  ased  on 
the  road. 

There  are  also  a  great  many  improvements  being  made  in  the  brass 
foundry  and  the  electric  power  plant. 

The  following-named  banks  and  their  branches  are  located  in 
Aguascalientes,  their  capital  being  given  in  Mexican  currency :  Banco 
de  Londres  y  Mexico,  capital  $22,000,000;  Banco  Nacional  de  Mex- 
ico, capital  $27,000,000;  Banco  de  Zacatecas,  capital  $1,000,000; 
Banco  de  Aguascalientes,  capital  $000,000. 

The  banks  during  the  last  year  paid  on  demand  in  cash,  but  owing 
to  the  stringency  ot  the  American  money  market  they  stopped  lending 
money  on  anything  but  bona  fide  security  and  at  a  rate  of  12  per  cent 

SALES   TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  exports  from  Aguascalientes  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beam 

tl3.m 

624 

16,494.982 

11,812 

14,486 

159 

21,252 

1,882 

$648 

Bl&nketa 

11.589 
16.429,946 

i!S 

Bullion 

19,980,660 

Chili 

S.675 

Drawn  work 

14.828 

87 

1,186 

898 

7M 

Pottery 

49i 

Skins 

8,970 

All  other  articles 

764 

Total 

16,958,457 

16,447.979 
2.100 

19.998.8OT 

R^tnmAd  AmArican  ffOOdn ^^^r-, r.r t,.,,.- 

8,882 

Qrand  total 

16,966,467 

16,460,079 

90,002,789 

AGRICULTURE — DRAWN   WORK. 


The  season  having  passed  without  the  usual  rainfall  caused  a 
severe  blow  to  the  farmers  and  resulted  in  the  crops  beinff  small 
throughout  the  entire  State.    Considered  as  an  agricultural  oistrict, 
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A^ascalientes  is  very  anall,  comprising  1,900,693  acres,  of  which 
omy  one-half  is  devoted  to  stock  raising  and  agriculture.  The 
majority  of  the  larger  ranches  are  equipped  with  windmills  and  reser- 
voirs, but  the  smafler  ones  have  neither  and  depend  solely  upon  the 
rain  for  irrigation  purposes.  As  a  rule  the  natives  are  slow  or  unable 
to  adopt  modern  methods  and  machinery,  and  those  who  are  able  to 
afford  improved  implements  are  conservative  and  hesitate  to  buy. 

The  demand  for  arawn  work  has  decreased  about  40  per  cent,  and 
the  tourists  to  whom  a  great  deal  is  sold  are  not  buying.  The  firms 
engaged  in  selling  to  the  tourists  and  exporting  claim  that  it  is  being 
sold  at  a  lower  price  in  the  United  States  than  here,'and  also  that  it 
is  being  supplanted  by  the  Japanese  work,  which  is  cheaper.  The 
manufacture  of  drawn  work  has  also  decreased  within  the  past  three 
years.  The  men  who  formerly  made  most  of  the  wheel  work  have 
secured  employment  at  the  smelter  and  railroad  shops  at  a  higher 
salary,  thus  making  it  unnecessary  for  the  women  to  work  at  the 
trade. 


CHIHUAHUA. 

By  Consul  Lewis  A.  Martin. 

Mining  is  the  principal  industry  of  this  State,  and  the  year  1907 
witnessed  much  activity  and  development  in  this  direction.  An  800- 
ton  smelter  was  completed  at  this  point  and  is  ready  for  operation. 
Several  large  mining  companies  in  this  district  are  building  concen- 
trating ana  cvanide  mills  and  the  cost  of  treating  ores  is  being  mate- 
rially reduced  and  the  proportion  of  values  saved  from  the  ores  shows 
an  increase. 

Turquoises  have  recently  been  discovered  about  50  miles  east  of 
Chihuahua  and  are  being  mined  in  a  small  way.  The  output  is  about 
20,000  carats  monthly.  Of  these  about  20  per  cent  are  first  grade  and 
the  balance  of  small  value,  owing  to  flaws.  These  stones  are  cut  by 
native  lapidaries.  If  done  by  experts  it  is  believed  a  larger  percent- 
age of  perfect  stones  could  be  secured.  The  first-grade  stones  are 
sold  at  about  $1.50  gold  per  carat  retail.  The  mine  also  shows  about 
12  to  18  per  cent  copper. 

RAILWAYS — AGRICULTURE — MUNICIPAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  Railway,  building  from 
Kansas  City  to  Topolobampo,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mexico,  is  still 
under  construction  and  is  gradually  extending  east  and  west  from 
Chihuahua.  It  is  estimated  now  that  this  road  will  be  running  trains 
from  Kansas  City  to  Chihuahua  within  two  years. 

The  local  street  railway  is  building  an  electric  line  to  replace  the 
mule  power  system  and  its  completion  will  open  up  and  make  valuable 
several  suburban  districts  near  the  city  where  homes  for  the  working 
people  may  be  built  cheaply,  thus  reducing  rentals,  which  are  exceed- 
inriy  high. 

Tne  agricultural  development  of  this  State  is  slow.  When,  how- 
ever, some  of  the  present  large  holdings  are  cut  up  into  small  parcels 
and  offered  to  investors  of  moderate  means  the  mflux  of  American 
Ibrmers  should  be  large. 
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With  irrigation  and  proper  cultivation  corn,  wheat,  and  alfalfa 
give  good  results  here,  and  vegetables  and  fruits  grow  to  perfection ; 
yet  not  enough  of  anything  is  grown  for  the  local  markets. 

While  the  money  stringency  was  felt  here  and  interest  rates  were 
as  high  as  12  per  cent,  and  even  higher  for  private  loans,  no  failures 
of  any  importance  occurred,  and  merchants  are  meeting  their  obli- 
gations. 

The  city  has  under  construction  a  large  dam  for  increasing  the  city 
water  supply.  A  State  penitentiary  is  also  under  way  and  nearing 
completion,  and  numerous  other  improvements  are  being  carried  out 
or  are  contemplated  for  the  near  future.  Real  estate  values  are  in- 
creasing rapidly  and  a  general  improvement  in  living  conditions  can 
be  noted  each  year. 


TKADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


are 


Among  the  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States 
Agricultural  implements,  machinery,  hardware,  steel  rails,  car- 
nages, and  wagons,  shoes,  hats,  clothing,  groceries,  drugs,  ana  dry 
goods. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  exports  from  this  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and 
1907: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bullion:  Qold  and  allver 

$3,618,654 

151,836 

1,795,604 

121 

K 061. 445 

206,676 

1,823.392 

|3.S28,S14 

mdee 

259.234 

Ores 

1.899,829 

Other  articlefl 

278 

Total 

6,466.115 
6.666 

6,091,512 
4.966 

6.482,666 

RBtnmwl  American  ffoods t 

21,000 

Grand  total 

6,472,781 

6,096.468 

5,603.656 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  consular  agency  at  Parral  to  the 
United  States  during  1905  was  $330,340;  1906,  $350,562,  and  1907, 
$1,255,283.  The  leading  exports  in  1907  were:  Ores,  valued  at 
$1,238,294;  bullion,  $9,654,  and  hides,  $4,077. 


CIUDAD  JUAREZ. 

By  Consul  Thomas  D.  Edwards. 

Stock  raising  and  mining  are  the  principal  industries  of  this  dis- 
trict. People  engaged  in  the  former  report  a  fairly  prosperous  year. 
Owing  to  tne  shortage  of  rainfall  during  the  early  spring  shipments 
of  cattle  to  the  United  States  began  earlier  and  closed  with  an  in- 
crease in  value  of  70  per  cent  over  the  year  1906.  The  increase  in 
number  amounted  to  13,568  head. 

Mining  is  continually  becoming  more  noticeable.  The  shipments 
show  an  increase  in  value  over  the  year  1906  of  27  per  cent,  or 
$159,050. 

The  building  of  the  Sierra  Madre  and  Pacifico  Railroad,  wluch 
penetrates  the  lumber  and  mining  regions  of  northwestern  Mexico, 
and  which  means  so  much  for  this  district,  was  not  carried  as  far  as 
was  expected. 
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LABOR  CONDITIONS — ADVANCE  IN  WAGES. 

During  the  past  two  years  all  kinds  of  labor  in  northern  Mexico 
advanced  from  20  to  40  per  cent.  With  this  advance  in  the  price  of 
labor  both  the  cost  and  the  standard  of  living  of  the  laboring  classes 
is  becoming  higher.  The  advance  may,  in  the  main,  be  accounted  for 
by  the  general  prosperity  in  the  Republic,  and  also  in  part  by  the 
demand  for  common  labor  in  the  United  States.  From  this  port  dur- 
ing the  calendar  year  1907,  35,568  Mexican  laborers  left  for  the 
United  States,  all  in  search  of  work,  which  they  readily  secured  near 
the  border.  It  may  be  added,  however,  that  fully  90  per  cent  of 
them  have  returned,  or  will  return  to  Mexico  after  a  period  of  from 
eight  to  twelve  months. 

TRADE   WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  to  the  United  States  at  the  port  of 
El  Paso,  Tex.,  during  the  year  1907,  as  furnished  by  the  collector 
of  customs  at  that  port,  was  $9,802,166,  a  decrease  from  the  year 
1906  of  $2,796,922. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  same 
year,  as  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Mexican  customs  officials  at 
Ciudad  Juarez,  was  $17,900,288  gold,  leaving  a  difference  in  favor  of 
the  United  States  of  $8,098,122.  Of  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
fully  80  per  cent  was  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  lead  ores  and  about  5 

Jer  cent  live  stock.  Of  the  imports  into  Mexico  through  Ciudad 
uarez,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  that  90  per  cent  was  manufactured  goods. 
The  principal  articles  of  importation  into  Mexico  through  Ciudad 
Juarez,  from  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years  were : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

OoDoer  niAtte 

$1,808,876 
810,177 

tl,  412,011 
436,809 
129,789 
8,058,967 
641.777 
262,911 

tl,  611, 822 

i>3"iAmite  .,,,-..--,.  r  t  ,.  t ,  -  r    , 

839,940 

181,980 

lUohlnery 

1,018,822 
187,688 
197,606 

2,661,618 
248,466 

ShoMxxaa 

806,145 

CLASSIFIED  EXPORTS. 


The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  declared  exports 
from  Ciudad  Juarez  to  the  United  States  for  the  past  three  calendar 
years: 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Bian,  wheat 

DmwD  work 

Goano 

Hides  and  flklns.. 
Household  goods. 

troD,8onp 

Ore , 

AU  other  articles. 


^      Total ..- 

Eetnmed  American  goods . 


Qrand  total. 


1222,977 
12,627 
1,281 


29,788 


423,666 
13,768 


tll6,473 

12,879 

414 

4,718 

22,409 

1,476 

718 

426,649 

60,899 


1876,686 

16.949 

1.218 

47,896 

80.277 

10,890 

1,414 

686,699 

84,246 


708,882 
49,874 


636,124 
89,271 


1,108,668 
46,748 


768,266 


674,895 


1,160,411 
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CIUDAD  POBFIRIO  DIAZ. 

By  Consul  Lutheb  T.  Ellswcath. 

The  United  States  secured  during  1907  the  greater  part  of  the  trade 
of  this  section  of  northern  Mexico,  out  American  producers  and  deal- 
ers should  not  overlook  the  trade  received  by  the  European  countries  in 
lines  produced  in  great  quantities  in  the  United  States.  This  Euro- 
pean trade  was  obtained  through  personal  solicitation  of  salesmen, 
and  consists  of  the  following  articles:  Plows,  bags,  cables,  cotton 
goods,  carpets,  glass  bottles,  manufactured  iron,  musical  instruments, 
wire,  cloth,  etc.  The  European  houses  grant  six  months'  credit  and 
charge  6  per  cent  interest  irom  date  of  invoice  to  date  of  payment, 
while  the  United  States  exporters  give  sixty  to  ninety  days  without 
interest,  which  is  not  popular  here. 

Business  in  this  part  of  Mexico  was  depressed  during  November 
and  December,  1907,  and  therefore  considerable  activity  on  the  part 
of  solicitors  of  trade  from  the  United  States  should  be  exhibited,  that 
the  trade  may  be  held  or  augmented. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  IMPORTS — SHARE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz  during  1907  was 
$6,402,256,  distributed  among  the  following  countries:  United  States, 
$5,612,073;  Germany,  $540,251;  United  Kingdom,  $177,835;  France, 
$55,579;  Spain,  $10,106;  Japan,  $3,307;  Austria,  $2,031;  Italy,  $834; 
and  Cuba,  $240. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Aflrricultural  ixiiDlemeiits 

156,688 

70,174 
81,473 
10,780 
15.069 
27,487 
18,546 
149,670 
26,423 
31,576 

184,941 
187,821 
24,405 
66,902 
161,384 
16,178 

82,033 
22,288 
88,719 
86,676 
86,069 
57,428 
77,963 
6,971 

19,984 
11.894 

78,700 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures— Cont'd. 
Castings 

Animftlii: 

$6,604 

Cattle 

CuUeiy 

9)806 

Hones 

Engines— 

Locomotives 

Sheep  

49,926 

BAireln ..-.-. T,.r 

Stationary 

9,900 

BeltlnRi  robber 

Iron  manufactures  ..*..**., 

198,626 

Books 

MitchlnAK,  ffew^ ng ^ 

72,900 

Boots  and  shoes 

Machinery 7 . 

525,711 

Brass  ffoods 

Nails ['.'. 

11,227 

Bricks 

Pipes  

104,144 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

CarriaAres 

Rails,  steel '.". 

194,982 

Sheets 

12,540 

Cars 

Stoves 

19,614 

Wheels 

Structural  iron 

22,065 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Tools 

bim 

Coal  and  coke 

Wire 

60.871 

Copper,  sheet 

Metal  furnishings 

72;  160 

Cotton,  and  manufactures: 

Raw 

Oil:                  ^ 

Kerosene 

22,426 

Cloth 

Lubricating 

9^002 

Clothing 

Other 

7114 

Electrical  sunnlies            

Paper,  etc 

64  006 

Enampl^d  ware  .  .^  ^ » 

Paints 

149S7 

Explosives 

Piimpn 

46,909 

Furniture 

Seed,  cotton 

K297 

QIassware 

Tin. 

17918 

Instruments: 

Wheat 

166,  sn 

Musical 

Woolen  articles 

%221 

Scientific 

AU  other  articles 

2,877.712 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Boilers 

Total 

6,612,071 
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VALUE  AND  CLASSIFICATION  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  exports  declared  for  the  United  States  in  1907  amounted  to 
$785,786,  which  included  returned  goods.  This  was  an  increase  of 
$231,397  and  $403,980,  respectively,  over  the  exports  of  1906  and  1905. 
The  principal  articles  were: 


Articles. 

190&. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

190B, 

1906. 

1907. 

Beans 

$6,204 

875 

27,498 

1.934 

110,788 

149,537 

164 

63,978 

94,512 

815 

275,388 

1,614 

145,779 

61,066 

200 

3,987 

$110 

820 

451,062 

2.562 

118, 122 

48,898 

4,895 

13,411 

Rubber  

880 
9,937 

63,148 
1.015 

107,663 
37  903 

Bran 

All  other  articles    . 

C&l&mine  ore 

Total 

American  goods  returned 

Grand  total 

Corn  for  9cae<i 

371,795 
10,011 

547,524 

6,865 

785,436 
350 

Hides 

Xstle 

Mulesand  horses." '.'/.'.'... 

381,806 

554,389 

785,786 

DUBANGO. 

By  Ck)NsuL  Charles  M.  Freeman. 

This  consular  district  having  no  port  of  entry,  trade  statistics  can 
not  be  given  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  However,  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  freight  receipts  received  by  the  railroads  are  on 
the  increase.  The  past  year  at  Durango  and  at  Torreon,  as  well  as 
the  smaller  towns  in  this  district,  the  amount  of  freight  handled  has 
increased  fully  one-third  over  the  best  previous  years.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble to  give  the  proportion  of  this  freight,  but  a  superficial  examina- 
tion and  investigation  indicates  that  by  far  the  larger  share  handled 
comes  from  the  United  States. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1907  was  $2,469,932,  of  which  Du- 
rango furnished   articles  worth  $381,651   and  Torreon  $2,088,281. 

A  conaparison  with  1906  shows  that  Durango  shipped  $100,000 
less  for  the  year  1907.  The  decline  in  shipments  from  Durango  to 
the  United  States  was  due  to  a  drought  lasting  nearly  through  the 
rainy  season,  causing  a  decline  in  the  exportations,  especially  of  veg- 
etable products. 

Of  tne  total  of  animal  products  shipped  in  1907  Durango  furnished 
$55,625,  as  against  $88,802  in  1906,  a  gain  of  nearly  $17,000.  Torreon 
furnished  $130,943.  a  loss  of  over  $30,000,  as  compared  with  1906. 
Mineral  products  rrom  this  district  also  show  a  decline  at  Durango 
of  over  $100,000  and  at  Torreon  of  $70,000.  The  only  gain  in  the  dis- 
trict of  exportations  was  in  vegetable  products.  This  gain  for  the 
year  of  $200,000  is  covered  in  one  item  alone,  that  of  crude  rubber, 
extracted  from  the  guayule  plant.  Of  crude  rubber  I  find  no  record 
as  an  article  of  exportation  until  in  1905.  That  year  there  was 
shipped  to  the  United  States  crude  rubber  to  the  amount  of  $125,000. 
In  1907,  or  the  third  year  of  the  industry,  the  exportations  to  the 
United  States  amounted  to  $1,215,663,  or  nearly  ten  times  the  amount 
shipped  in  1905. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 


COMMEBCIAL  BEIATI0K8. 


CLASSIFIED  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  exports,  exclusive  of  returned  goods,  declared  at 
Durango  and  Torreon  to  the  United  States  during  1905  was  $1,749,- 
717,  against  $2,527,908  in  1906,  and  $2,465,269  in  1907.  The  leading 
items  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Durango. 

Torreon. 

Durango. 

Durango. 

Torreon. 

Animal  prodncts: 

Hair,  horse 

$160 

68,666 

998 

8,418 

18,107 

$499 
26.691 

$297 

11,146 

901 

27,058 

n,m 

867,210 
8,972 

14,181 
84,854 

$65,806 

"*ii6,*964' 

138,888 

129,892 

482,428 

4.999 

$269 

18,887 

428 

86,102 

88,282 

2,184 

252. 5S6 

2.990 

8,150 
81,806 

35.^0 

Hides 

164 

Skins,  goat 

76,110 

194.  «n 
240,665 
625,901 

98,706 
66,732 

Minerals: 

Gold 

Lead 

smIm 

Silver 

191,726 

249,780 

Tin                     

Vegetable  products: 

'Deans               L..T-1T-T TT- 

7,097 
28,888 

Chili  peppers 

fV>tton-sw*d  ash .................... 

5,749 
18,186 

6,882 
84,705 
188,468 
65.200 

5,355 
28,979 

6,780 

116,298 

917,571 

299 

9G8 

Cotton-seedcake 

8,575 
8,506 

Glycerin- 
Crude 

Refined  

"^ 

17.710 

Rubber,  crude 

"  "si^oii' 

1,215,668 
24,202 

All  other  articles 

2,680 

869 

Total 

821,484 
448 

1,428,283 
8,960 

521,809 

2,006.599 

881,895 

2,068,874 

Returned  American  goods 

41678 

Grand  total .  .  x . . . . 

821,927 

1,482,188 

621,809 

2,006.599 

381,895 

2,088,0« 

MINING  AND  AGRICULTURE. 


Very  few  of  the  numerous  mines  in  this  State  are  showing  any  great 
degree  of  activity.  In  fact,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  transportation 
and  fuelj  no  especial  activity  is  looked  for  unless  there  is  a  sharp 
advance  in  the  price  of  metals.  Nevertheless,  new  denouncements  of 
mineral  claims  are  constantly  being  filed  with  the  Government. 

The  financial  stringency  in  the  United  States  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  on  account  of  the  larg:e  amount  of  American  capital  invested  in 
this  consular  district,  contributed  toward  curtailing  business. 

This  part  of  Mexico  is  behind  the  times  in  agriculture.  A  decided 
improvement  in  this  industry  is  looked  for,  not  only  because  the 
Mexicans  are  realizing  that  tnere  are  better  ways,  but  also  because 
many  Americans  are  ouying  ranches  in  this  State.  With  modem 
methods  better  results  will  be  obtained,  and  the  practical  illustration 
is  sure  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  native  farmers.  The  principsd 
crops  are  corn  and  beans,  but  a  greater  diversity  of  crops  means  a 
greater  prosperity. 

This  part  of  Mexico,  at  an  elevation  of  over  6,000  feet,  has  a  tem- 
perate climate.  Wheat  could  be  raised  in  much  larger  (quantities  than 
at  present.  Fruit  raising,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  and.  in  the  vallevs, 
oran^s  and  bananas  would  pay.  The  large  extent  or  the  land  hold- 
ings IS  in  a  great  measure  the  cause  of  fauure  to  get  the  best  results 
from  the  land.  Fenced-in  land  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  country 
except  in  and  near  the  towns. 
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GROWTH  OF  TORREON. 

In  the  last  eighteen  years  Torreon  has  grown  from  nothing  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  cities  in  all  Mexico.  In  population  and  in 
business  it  has  passed  Durango.  It  ow^  its  growth  to  its  location  as 
an  important  railroad  distributing  point,  the  two  most  important 
railroads  of  Mexico  both  centering  there — ^the  Mexican  Central  and 
the  Mexican  International.  Torreon  is  also  the  center  of  the  cotton- 
growing  industry — ^the  Laguna  district.  It  is  essentially  the  boom 
town  of  Mexico.  If  the  growth  continues  it  seems  reasonable  that  it 
will  soon  be  the  largest  city  in  northern  Mexico.  It  now  does  a  busi- 
ness double  the  amount  of  any  city  of  like  size  in  the  country.  The 
population  has  increased  something  over  10,000  in  the  last  year,  or 
from  30,000  to  40,000.  Many  are  claiming  that  50,000  is  much  nearer 
the  mark. 

In  every  part  of  the  city  can  be  seen  buildings  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, not  only  small  ones,  but  on  the  main  streets  buildings  which 
when  completed  will  rank,  among  the  finest  in  the  Republic  outside 
of  the  City  of  Mexico.  Though  the  merchants  suffered  a  loss  in  their 
sales  from  the  shortage  of  the  cotton  crop  from  the  Laguna  district, 
and  from  the  number  of  mining  companies  that  have  temporarily 
suspended  operation  from  the  slump  in  the  prices  of  ore,  they  are  all 
looking  forward  to  a  prosperous  year  of  business. 

NEW  BANKING  INSTTTUTION. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Laguna  bank  is  an  event  calculated  to  stim- 
ulate trade  of  all  sorts.  Capitalized  at  $6,000,000,  this  institution 
will  place  out  in  loans  and  otherwise  the  very  appreciable  sum  of 
$4,000,000.  It  is  inevitable  that  the  effect  will  be  to  awaken  business 
and  industrial  activity.  Money  tied  up  and  held  out  of  circulation 
through  the  operation  of  organizing  and  financing  this  institution 
amounted  to  $2,000,000,  and  the  removal  of  this  vast  sum  of  ready 
money  from  circulation  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  a  tighten- 
ing in  the  money  market  since  its  organization  began.  As  a  result  of 
this  inflax  of  capital,  other  banking  and  loan  institutions  will  be  able 
to  loosen  their  runds  of  loan  money,  and  enterprises  with  reasonable 
collateral  will  be  able  to  get  backing  at  regular  rates  of  interest. 

A   CHINESE  CENTER. 

The  liberal  laws  of  Mexico  as  to  citizenship  of  foreigners  have  re- 
sulted in  attracting  large  numbers  of  Chinese.  Many  have  married 
Mexicans.  They  do  not.  as  in  the  United  States,  hold  themselves  aloof 
from  other  citizens.  Thev  all  conform  to  the  customs  of  the  country 
and  are  good  mixers.  This  is  especially  true  in  business.  Torreon, 
from  the  many  business  opportunities  presented  in  a  new  town,  is  es- 
sentially a  Chinese  center.  Some  of  the  Chinese  are  taking  high  rank 
in  the  financial  and  industrial  development  of  the  city.  They  are 
building  an  extensive  street-railwav  system.  A  Chinese  bank,  opera- 
ting in  one  of  the  best  of  Torreon's  buildings,  erected  and  owned  by 
the  institution,  does  an  extensive  business.  A  Chinese  company,  or- 
ganized in  Torreon,  has  made  arrangements  and  received  a  conces- 
sion from  the  Grovemment  to  operate  a  steamship  line  to  ply  between 
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China  and  Mexico.    These  enterprises  are  all  financed  with  Chinese 
capital  and  officered  by  natives  of  China. 

Torreon,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  center  of  a  large  American 
population,  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  oj)ening  to-dav  in  Mexico  for 
American  goods — a  place  well  worth  cultivating  by  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.  It  supports  a  daily  newspaper  printed  in 
English,  and  manufacturers  who  wish  to  place  their  goods  through 
advertising  before  the  English  reading  public  of  this  district  can 
do  so. 

RAILROAD  EXTENSION — CHEAP  LAND. 

No  railroads  have  been  built  in  this  consular  district  during  the 
past  year.  The  two  proposed  and  much-needed  roads,  namely,  the 
projected  branch  of  the  International  from  Durango  through  the 
State  of  Zacatecas  to  Guadalajara,  and  the  extension  of  the  Interna- 
tional from  Durango  to  Mazatlan  on  the  Pacific  are  at  a  standstill. 
The  first  would  give  a  much  shorter  route  to  Mexico  City  and  open 
up  a  country  which  would  furnish  freight  ,from  the  start  The  engi- 
neers on  the  Durango-Mazatlan  route  completed  their  work  in  No- 
vember. There  seems  to  be  a  very  good  prospect  of  this  road  being 
built  in  the  near  future  to  the  timber  belt  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Moun- 
tains. It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  the  ownership  of  timber  lands  in 
the  State  of  Durango  has  changed  from  Mexican  to  American  hands. 
Ten  years  ago  it  was  the  exception  for  a  lar^e  tract  of  timber  land 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  others  than  Mexicans.  All  this  is  changed,  and 
at  least  two-thirds  of  all  the  best  of  the  timber  is  owned  by  Americans. 
These  lands  were  bought  as  an  investment  by  timber  dealers  of  the 
United  States  who  realize  the  growing  scarcity  of  the  world's  supply, 
and  who  are  certain  to  realize  a  very  large  return  on  their  investment. 
This  investment  of  American  capital  means  also  that  the  railroad  to 
Mazatlan,  which  runs  through  some  of  the  best  of  the  timber  land, 
will  be  built  much  sooner  than  it  otherwise  would. 

To  a  lesser  degree  can  be  seen  a  change  in  the  ownership  of  the 
ranch  and  farming  lands.  Americans  do  not  possess  titles  to  such 
land  to  the  extent  they  do  of  timber  lands,  but  their  holdings  are 
steadily  increasing.  It  seems  a  conservative  estimate  to  place  the 
amount  of  land  purchased  by  American  individuals  and  companies  at 
over  1,000,000  acres  in  the  State  of  Durango.  The  amount  or  Ameri- 
can capital  in  this  State  invested  in  mines,  timber  lands^  and  ranches 
is  a  vast  sum.  These  investments  of  American  capital,  judging  from 
the  inquiries  received  at  this  office,  have  but  commenced.  With  cheap 
lands  ready  to  respond  to  careful  and  scientific  handling,  modem 
machinery,  taxes  but  nominal,  cheap  labor,  and  with  a  ready  market, 
the  influx  of  American  capital  and  investors  is  bound  to  continue. 

This  city  (Durango),  one  of  the  most  conservative  in  all  Mexico,  is 
in  many  respects  years  behind  the  times  in  material  progress.  Even 
as  the  State  is  divided  into  large  holdings  with  but  few  owners,  so 
also  is  the  city.  The  ownership  in  the  hands  of  the  few  has  had  a 
natural  tendency  to  prevent  municipal  improvements.  There  seems 
to  be  an  awakening,  and  the  long-heralded  and  much-talked-of  water 
and  sewerage  systems  are  well  under  way.  After  these  are  finished 
it  is  proposed  to  put  down  asphaltum,  a  much-needed  improvement, 
in  the  principal  streets.  With  these  improvements  more  will  follow, 
and  Durango  will  become,  with  its  delightful  climate,  a  healthful  and 
inviting  place. 
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By  Consul  Everett  E.  Bailbt. 

The  total  imports  into  Ensenada  during  the  calendar  year  1907 
amounted  to  $183,587,  of  which  the  Unit^  States  supplied  articles 
worth  $175,727,  a^inst  $168,169  in  1906,  $143,095  in  1905,  and 
$102^95  in  1904.  The  total  exports  in  1907  were  valued  at  $215,042, 
of  which  the  United  States  received  the  entire  shipment. 

In  the  following  statement  is  shown  the  value  of  the  exports  de- 
clared to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years : 


Artfcles. 


Beeiwax. 


Copper  matte 

Oiuuio 

Immigrants'  effects . 

Onyx 

Ore,  copper 

Sharks' fins 


1905. 


$1,778 
2.442 


1,667 

100 

44,160 

221 

660 


1M6. 


12,560 
6.086 
1,600 
1,943 
6,780 

88,627 
8,500 
1.460 


1907. 


•4,675 

8.996 

118,283 

6,135 

10,897 

69,629 

750 

716 


Articles. 


Skins 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned     American 
goods 

Grand  total 


1906. 


•200 
16.661 


66.864 
1.999 


68,868 


1906. 


•64 

22,663 


84,972 
8,197 


98,169 


1907. 


11.280 
9,982 


215,042 
16.882 


280.874 


The  peninsula  of  Lower  California  is  well  mineralized  and  mining 
would  seem  to  be  the  best  opening  for  American  investment.  The 
climate  is  mild  and  work  could  be  carried  on  the  entire  year.  The 
following  minerals  are  found  in  more  or  less  Quantities :  Iron,  copper, 
gold,  onyx,  and  a  variety  of  the  rarer  metals.  There  is  a  growing 
mterest  in  mining  as  evidenced  by  the  increasing  number  of  persons 
coining  here  to  investigate  the  conditions. 

Grain  raising  is  profitable  for  those  en^ged  in  farming,  but  the 
market  is  limited  and  any  great  increase  in  production  would  cause 
lower  prices.  

HlSRMOSHiliO. 

By  Consul  Louis  Hostbttes. 

The  imports  into  Hermosillo,  according  to  returns  furnished  by  the 
local  merchants  (no  oflScial  statistics  feing  available),  during  the 
year  1907  amounted  to  $1,634,307.  Of  this  amount  the  United  States 
IS  credited  with  furnishing  articles  worth  $883,860,  Germanv  $251,159, 
France  $211,868,  United  Kingdom  $199,505,  and  Spain  $39,850,  the 
remainder  being  distributed  among  Belgium,  Italy,  Portugal,  Japan, 
and  China. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1907  were  valued  at 
$1,411,945,  against  $89,552  in  1906  and  $11,769  in  1905.  The  articles 
and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Hides 

til,  769 

•76,887 

418 

1.110 

194,268 

Graphite 

8,610 

Omnfffl                               . ...                                 ...... 

12,968 

Orvi'hold  and  silver              ....                                              

493,847 

Watermelons  

498 
10,689 

8,047 

Other  articles 

Total .'. 

11,769 

89,652 

612,230 

Bullion  •-  Oold  and  silver 

799,725 

Grand  total 

11,769 

89,668 

],411,M6 
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GUAYMAS  AGENCY. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  Guaymas  agency  during  1907 
was  $2,480,618,  consisting  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Lum- 
ber, valued  at  $999,408;  hardware,  $810,354 ;.  coal,  $124,726;  liquors, 
$132,255;  drugs,  $49,883;  stationery,  $30,819;  groceries,  $244,168; 
cotton  goods,  $12,819 ;  leather  goods,  $5,904 ;  and  unens,  $8,473. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  past 
three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1W6. 


1906. 


1907. 


Ballion: 


Gold  and  sUver , 

Lead 

FlBh  Jaws  and  bladders 

Qaryanca , 

Hides 

Ore: 

Copper  matte 

Cyanides , 

Gold  and  silver 

Gold,  silver,  and  oopper., 

Graphite 

Silver 

Sulphides 

Tomatoes 

Other  articles 


Total. 


91,848,666 

944 

2,158 

101,120 

60,525 

2,001 

1,158 

28,460 


18,785 

224.882 

960 

4,291 

26,805 


810,985 

2,588,581 

6,919 

400 

215,868 

28,024 

155,892 

5,401 

17,884 

8,681 

89,719 

189,185 

714 

3,298 

61,872 


1,814,856 


8,277,828 


84.724 
666,476 
28,886 
1.898 
67,007 


186.785 
62,97S 
21,807 
12, 8» 
29,496 
91.647 
7,186 
10.087 
89,696 


1,160,679 


liA  PAZ. 

By  Ck>Nsni.  Gbobqb  B.  MoGoogan. 

This  district  has  not  been  and  never  can  be,  from  the  standpoint  of 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufacturing,  important  to  the  United 
States.  The  lack  of  rainfall,  with  only  a  limited  possibility  of  irri- 
gation, prevents  any  great  agricultural  development.  Its  isolated 
position,  coupled  with  scarcity  of  agricultural  products  and  the  con- 
sequent high  rate  of  living,  renders  it  an  unfavorable  location  for 
manufacturing.  After  the  completion  of  the  railroads  from  the  inte- 
rior to  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  nearly  all  the  commerce  of  this  r^ion 
will  be  carried  on  in  sailing  vessels  plying  between  here  and  west 
Mexico. 

Mining  operations  still  continue,  but  on  a  reduced  scale.  The  pro- 
duction of  gold  and  silver  for  the  last  three  years  has  gradually  di- 
minished, and  there  are  no  indications  at  present  that  conditions  will 
change. 

The  pearl-fishing  industry  has  remained  in  a  prosperous  condition 
throughout  the  last  three  years,  although  the  market  for  pearls  and 
shells  has  declined.  One  of  the  pearl-fishing  companies  of  I^  P*^ 
has  installed  an  experimental  plant  for  the  artificial  propagation  of 
the  pearl  oyster. 
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The  value  of  the  exports,  including  gold  and  silver,  from  La  Paz 
to  the  United  States  during  1907  was  $254,637,  against  $311,410  in 
1906  and  $378,936  in  1905.    The  articles  were  as  follows: 


ArticleB. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Copper 

9755 

2,690 

924 

102 

1,479 

4,961 

1,002 

260 

8.968 

$1,118 

1,122 

960 

192 

2,108 

10,167 

82,087 
1,614 

''11 

Duniftna ...  . .        ....        .    . . 

Hidee 

Horns ... 

Lead 

688 

MafineTfiber 

6  386 

Pearls 

8,847 
998 

8ea  shells 

16 
9,840 

190 
6,062 

248 

ghftrka*  fljMi 

11,161 
297 

TVmiatofls 

Tan  bark  .1 

10,018 
86,914 

4,470 
77 

All  other  articles 

Total 

62,968 

166,648 
160,820 

80,512 

142.892 
188,006 

87,481 

113.808 
108,896 

Gold  and  sUver: 

Gold 

surer 

Onind  tOt^l 

878.986 

8U,410 

264,687 

MANZANIIiliO. 

By  CJoNSUL  Carl  F.  Deichman. 

Manzanillo  is  a  small  port  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  with  about 
1,700  inhabitants,  situated  on  the  south  shore  of  Manzanillo  Bay,  in 
the  State  of  Colima.  It  was  first  visited  by  the  troops  of  Hernando 
Cortez,  the  Conqueror,  about  three  centuries  ago,  and  it  was  in  this 
neighborhood  that  their  vessels  were  built  to  explore  the  Pacific 
coast. 

The  entrance  to  the  bay  is  wide  and  clear,  and  inside  the  points  or 
capes  is  about  3  miles  wide.  The  bay  extends  about  2.5  miles  and  has 
good  anchorage  in  from  10  to  20  fathoms  of  water  for  a  large  number 
of  vessels.  The  protected  bay  or  harbor  consists  of  about  160  acres 
of  good,  quiet  anchorage,  with  a  depth  of  from  30  to  60  feet  of  water 
behind  the  breakwater,  which  is  about  1,500  feet  long  and  protects 
the  anchora^  from  the  heavy  seas  which  sweep  in  from  the  ocean. 
The  harbor  is  also  very  well  protected  from  the  equinoctial  gales  and 
storms,  which  blow  from  the  east  and  south,  by  a  range  of  low  hills 
which  extend  down  to  the  coast  from  the  mountains  in  a  crescent- 
shaped  ridge  around  the  south  side  of  the  bay.  The  highest  of  these 
hills,  the  Vigia  Grande,  is  a  sugar-loaf  peak  about  700  feet  high  and 
makes  a  good  landmark  for  vessels  seeking  the  harbor.  The  town  is 
scattered  along  the  beach  and  the  base  of  the  hills  and  extends 
through  a  cut  to  the  Cuyutlan  Lagoon.  The  houses  are  built  of  wood, 
with  four  or  five  exceptions,  and  the  most  of  them  are  mere  shacks. 

COST  OF  LIVING — COALING  STATION. 

The  social  conditions  are  quite  pleasant,  the  Mexicans  being  a  very 
hospitable  and  courteous  people.  There  are  about  60  Americans  re- 
siding in  the  State  at  present,  12  of  whom  reside  in  Manzanillo.  The 
cost  of  living  for  foreigners  is  very  high,  the  necessary  house  ex- 
penses for  a  family  of  from  2  to  5  persons  being  from  $100  to  $150 
9108— c  B 1907— VOL  1 8 
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(United  States  gold)  per  month.  Everything  being  brought  from  a 
distance  or  imported,  makes  the  cost  much  higher  than  in  the  other 
ports  along  the  coast  or  cities  in  the  interior,  which  are  not  isolated 
as  is  Manzanillo.  However,  with  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  Central 
Sailroad  to  Guadalajara  in  October,  1908,  a  marked  improvement 
should  follow  in  the  conditions  of  living  here.  A  good  hotel  is  prom- 
ised when  the  railroad  is  in  operation. 

A  concession  for  a  coaling  station  has  been  granted  by  the  Mexican 
Government  to  an  American  engineer  and  contractor.  Work  will  be 
commenced  soon,  and  it  is  proposed  to  be  ready  to  coal  vessels  by 
July,  1909. 

Several  large  tracts  of  timber  and  ranch  lands  have  been  sold  re- 
cently to  American  companies,  and  the  completion  of  the  railroad 
will  no  doubt  stimulate  activity  in  building  and  real  estate  in  the 
whole  State  of  Colima. 

THE  FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  THE  PORT. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Manzanillo  during  1907  was 
$341,369,  compared  with  $231,270  in  1906,  an  increase  of  $110,099. 
The  countries  of  origin  and  values  of  the  imports  for  the  two  years 
are  contained  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  States 

$190,601 

28.176 

946 

1,601 

8,297 

$106,226 
172,620 
23,772 
11,464 
10,090 
9,212 

France 

$4,113 

$2,814 
1.787 
l!546 

Qormany  ..................... 

China 

Japan 

Austria-Hungary 

618 
2,025 

B<f)ffimn  ...................... 

All  other 

2,850 

Kngiand   

Total 

Canada  

231,270 

841.969 

The  imports  from  Germany  for  1907  show  a  phenomenal  increase 
over  the  preceding  year,  due  to  purchases  of  steel  rails  by  the  Mexican 
Central  Kailroad,  valued  at  $161,542.  Other  imports  from  Germany 
show  a  decrease  of  about  50  per  cent  from  those  of  1906. 

Lumber  amounting  to  $15,045  and  coal,  $8,425,  from  Japan ;  coal, 
$8,830,  from  Canada;  railway  materials,  $10,744,  from  Belgium; 
and  sUk  goods,  $1,251,  from  China,  were  the  leading  items  of  im- 
port from  these  countries  in  1907. 

A  decided  decrease  in  importations  from  the  United  States  was 
shown  in  1907.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  1906  the 
Mexican  Central  Railroad  purchased  $112,000  worth  of  material 
for  the  construction  of  the  Manzanillo  extension,  while  the  purchases 
of  similar  material  in  1907  amounted  to  only  $32,000.  The  imports 
of  general  merchandise  show  a  slight  increase  over  those  for  1906, 
the  leading  articles  and  their  value  For  the  two  years  being  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

AnlmAl  nrndnnts. 

$4,868 
20,623 

2,671 
696 

8,792 
61,185 

•8,798 
22,864 
8,168 
1,209 
7,077 
18,942 

Stationery,  etc 

•666- 

1,489 
08,218 
2,U9 

$186 

ArniH  and  axpIorIvm) 

Vehicles 

8,119 
60,488 

Vegetable  products 

Liquors,  wine,  beer,  etc 

Machlnenr,  etc 

Metals  and  mineral  products. 

All  other  articles 

476 

Total 

190,601 

106,225 
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The  total  exports  from  Manzanillo  in  1907  amounted  to  $166,613, 
being  slightly  less  than  those  for  1906.  To  the  United  States  was 
sent  $44,404  worth,  including  $25,500  of  silver  coins;  England 
$118,630,  including  $117,500  of  silver  coins;  and  Guatemala  $2,926. 
Exports  to  Germany  amounted  to  only  $615.  Among  the  principal 
articles  exported  to  the  United  States  were:  Coffee,  $2,690;  hiaes, 
$12,588,  and  sharks'  fins,  $1,268,  while  reexported  goods  amounted  to 
$1,118.  

MATAMOBOS. 

By  OONSXTL  Olabence  a.  Milleb. 

Although  this  district  does  not  seem  to  be  very  important  from  a 
commercial  standpoint,  a  review  of  the  trade  for  1907,  considered  in 
connection  with  existing  conditions  and  circumstances,  seems  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  in  the  near  future  it  will  become  of  much  more 
consequence.  Situated  on  the  northern  border  of  Mexico,  it  extends 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  River  westward  a  distance  of 
about  125  miles  and  south  of  the  river  about  150  miles.  Its  popula- 
tion is  estimated  at  50,000.  Matamoros  is  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant city,  and  its  merchants  carry  on  practically  the  entire  export 
and  import  trade. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American  goods  of  all  kinds, 
especially  clothing,  furnishings,  groceries,  etc.  There  are  also  ready 
sales  for  American  furniture,  vehicles,  and  some  demand  for  pianos. 
Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  jEuropean  competition  and  the 
development  of  Mexican  industries  are  crowding  out  certain  articles. 
Importers  state-that  only  about  25  per  cent  of  their  stock  comes  from 
the  United  States,  whereas  a  few  years  ago  the  proportion  was  about 
75  per  cent.  Formerly  a  large  amount  of  California  wine  was  im- 
port^, but  this  has  been  displaced  by  European  wines.  Recently 
there  was  an  importation  of  500  sacks  of  German  beet  sugar,  the  first 
in  several  years.  Iron  has  lately  been  imported  from  England 
because  it  is  cheaper  and  appears  to  be  better  than  the  American 
article.  Fence  wire  comes  from  Germany,  although  it  costs  slightly 
more  per  pound  than  the  American  article,  and  because  it  is  more 
durable  and  better  withstands  the  salty  air  of  this  vicinity.  For- 
merly practically  all  the  soap  and  beer  consumed  in  the  district  came 
from  the  United  States,  but  now  these  articles  are  almost  entirely  sup- 
plied by  Mexican  companies. 

NATUBAL  KESOUBCES — RAILWAY  MERGER. 

The  State  of  Tamaulipas  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  States  of 
Mexico  and  abounds  in  natural  resources  of  all  kinds.  Extending 
from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Tampico,  its  lands  produce  a  great  variety 
of  vegetation.  Here  may  be  found  all  the  fiber  plants,  such  as  istle, 
henequin,  and  zapupe,  and  also  a  variety  of  palm,  the  leaves  of  which 
can  1>B  worked  into  an  excellent  fiber  by  a  machine  recently  invented 
by  a  resident  of  Brownsville,  Tex.  There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  tim- 
ber and  miningland.  Leases  have  been  closed  for  the  development 
of  oil  lands.  This  great  variety  of  natural  resources  is  becoming 
known  to  the  thousands  of  Americans  who  are  being  brought  to 
southern  Texas  by  the  railroads  on  the  homeseekers'  excursions,  and 
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it  will  be  but  a  short  time  until  American  capital  is  engaged  in  their 
development. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  to  be  considered  is  that  of  rail- 
way transportation.  The  National  lines  of  Mexico  enter  Matamoros, 
and  the  St.  Louis,  Brownsville  and  Mexican  Railroad  comes  into 
Brownsville  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  their  stations  are 
about  3  miles  apart  There  is  no  bridge  across  the  river.  As  a 
result  very  little  traflSc  comes  from  the  interior  via  Matamoros  and 
Brownsville.  However,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  the  prob- 
able building  of  a  bridge  and  the  conneicting  of  these  two  roads. 

There  are  two  railway  systems  in  Mexico — ^the  National  and  the 
Central.  The  Central  has  full  control  of  the  traffic  of  the  important 
port  of  Tampico.  Naturally  the  National  would  like  to  secure  a 
part  of  that  traffic  One  other  fact  remains  to  be  considered.  For 
some  time  there  has  been  an  effort  to  consolidate  the  two  systems,  but 
the  option  will  soon  expire.  If  the  consolidation  is  effected,  then, 
of  course,  there  will  no  longer  be  a  question  as  to  the  Tampico  traffic. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  consolidation  does  not  take  place,  which 
appears  very  likely,*  then  there  is  a  very  great  probability  that  the 
National  lines  will  build  a  connecting  line  from  Matamoros  to  Tam- 

Eico^  and  will  bridge  the  river  and  make  connections  with  the  St 
louis,  Brownsville  and  Mexico.  Indeed,  I  have  heard  that  the 
National  has  closed  a  contract  for  a  very  great  number  of  ties  with 
this  project  in  view.  This  would  not  only  shorten  the  distance  to 
Mexico  City  from  northern  and  eastern  points  in  the  United  States, 
but  it  would  also  give  ample  transportation  facilities  for  the  rapia 
development  of  the  entire  State  of  Tamaulipas.  Moreover,  it  is  con- 
siderea  very  probable  if  the  railroad  connections  are  made  as  out- 
lined that  the  Mexican  Government  will  reopen  the  port  of  Bagdad. 
In  the  event  that  all  these  transportation  facilities  are  obtained  and 
the  development  of  the  State  is  undertaken  in  earnest,  Matamoros 
will  once  more  become  an  important  center  of  international  commerce. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Matamoros  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  durmg  the  past  three  calendar  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  table,  the  values  being  in  United  States  currency : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beeswax 

$266 
1,091 

r4o 

167 

•419 
688 
10,789 
2,686 
8,581 
16,946 

Horns 

•480 
14,091 
7,389 

•868 
14,605 
1,188 

$1*161 

Bones . .               

Bkina 

28,097 

Cotton 

All  other  articles 

Total 

265 

Cntt/tn  iipmI 

1,970 
6,205 
7  881 

Hair 

8,670 
12,868 

89,190 

81,669 

ebiiffl 

Hides 

MAZATIiAN. 

By  Consul  Louis  Kaiser. 


.  The  banks  of  this  citv,  to  all  appearances,  gave  no  signs  of  finan- 
cial weakness  during  the  stringency  of  the  money  market  in  the 
United  States.  They  paid  all  deposits  on  demand,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part,  and  renewed  all  good  notes  up  to  six  months,  but  they  did 
not  grant  new  loans  as  freely  as  they  had  done.    This  does  not  mean 
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to  convey  the  idea  that  the  sudden  vanishing  of  ready  money  and  the 
subsequent  reductions  of  sales  in  all  kinds  of  business  was  not  felt 
or  has  not  wrought  hardships  for  all  classes. 

Mazatlan's  commercial  importance  is  derived  from  its  geographical 
position,  makinj?  it  the  distributing  center  for  the  inta'ior  as  well 
as  about  400  miles  of  coast  line,  and  controlling  a  large  local  trade 
and  a  heavy  export  and  import  business  which  amounts  to  millions 
of  doUars  per  annum.  The  commerce  of  Mazatlan  is  represented  by 
a  large  number  of  old  and  very  wealthy  houses^  which  are  in  close 
touch  with  the  exporters  and  manufacturers  oi  the  United  States, 
Germany,  England,  France,  and  Spain. 

In  Germany  ana  Spain  are  located  the  parent  houses  of  nearly 
all  of  the  old  firms  dom^  business  here.  Some  of  these  started  more 
than  fifty  years  ago,  and  the  parent  houses  are  supplying  them  with 
nearly  all  their  ^oods,  which  are  shipped  direct  from  their  respec- 
tive countries  in  large  sailing  vessels  at  a  very  low  rate  of  freight, 
and  for  these  reasons  should  call  forth  all  the  keen  business  talent 
of  American  merchants. 

INDUSTRIAL  ACTIVITY  AND  CONDITIONS. 

There  are  many  large  industries  in  this  city,  including  an  extensive 
tannery,  which  is  a  modem,  up-to-date  establishment  under  the  man- 
agement of  an  American  superintendent,  and  is  supplied  with  Amer- 
ican machinery.  The  montnly  output  is  4,000  ox  hides,  about  3.000 
hog  and  goat  skins,  all  of  which  are  turned  into  first-class  leatner, 
a  great  deal  of  which  is  exported  to  England  and  tiie  United  States. 
About  325  men  are  employed  during  the  entire  year,  and  the  concern 
has  a  capital  of  $250,000  gold. 

Two  very  large  soap  f adx)ries  with  ample  capital  are  doing  a  very 
good  and  profitable  business,  and  both  factories  are  operated  to  their 
ruU  capacity  to  supply  the  demand  for  their  goods.  They  are  able 
to  increase  their  large  reserve  fund  annually,  and  also  pay  15  per  cent 
dividend  upon  their  capital  stock. 

Five  years  ago  a  large  brewery  was  erected,  the  material  used 
being  brick  mack  here  according  to  American  methods,  but  the  mak- 
ing of  the  brick  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  increased  cost 
of  American  over  native  methods.  The  native  brick  is  16  by  24  inches, 
which  is  burned  only  one  day,  while  the  American  T>ricK  is  burned 
from  five  to  seven  days;  hence  they  could  not  compete  with  the  native 
product,  even  if  the  brick  made  by  the  American  method  was  of 
much  superior  quality.  The  capital  for  this  enterprise  was  furnished 
by  local  German  merchants,  who  control  the  business.^  In  connection 
with  the  brewery  they  have  a  modem  ice  plant,  in  which  line  they  do 
a  very  large  business,  and  they  will  double  their  capital  as  well  as 
their  output,  as  they  are  expecting  an  increased  demand  for  their 
product  owing  to  the  building  of  the  two  lines  of  railroad  in  this 
State. 

ELECTRIO  PLANTS — ^WATERWORKS — SUGAR  PRODUCTION. 

There  are  two  electric  plants  in  this  city,  one  a  very  lar^,  modem, 
and  splendidly  equipped  plant,  which  furnishes  the  public  lights  as 
well  as  the  motor  power  for  hundreds  of  fans,  the  use  of  which  is  in- 
creasing with  every  season.  It  is  under  the  management  of  an  Amer- 
ican electrician,  tlirough  whose  influence  all  the  machinery  was  pur- 
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chased  in  the  United  States,  and  is  the  best  and  largest  plant  in  this 
State.  The  smaller  plant  is  owned  by  a  local  business  &rm  and  is 
used  mainly  to  run  their  small  industrial  concerns,  but  it  is  also  fur- 
nishing power  for  electric  fans. 

The  waterworks  is  owned  bv  a  private  corporation,  with  a  capital 
of  $150,000  United  States  gola.  The  water  is  pumped  from  a  moun- 
tain stream  which  is  about  20  miles  from  the  ci^.  The  corporation 
pays  8  per  cent  dividend  on  the  capital  stock.  It  is  commencing  to 
use  the  American  wooden  jointless  pipe  in  place  of  an  iron  pipe,  much 
of  which  was  formerly  imported  from  Germany  and  Enguind. 

There  are  two  wagon  and  carriage  factories  here.  The  largest  of 
these  is  owned  by  Americans,  who  employ  about  75  men  and  is  a  com- 
plete plant  run  by  steam  power.  The  smaller  one  is  owned  and 
operated  by  a  Mexican,  and  all  work  in  his  shop  is  done  by  hand. 

The  production  of  su^r  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  one  of  the 
most  important  industries  on  this  coast.  There  are  at  the  present 
time  eignt  large  plants  in  operation,  all  of  which  are  operated  by 
modem  machinery,  the  greatest  portion  being  American  make.  Over 
1,000  persons  are  employed  and  the  aggregate  capital  invested 
amounts  to  many  millions  of  dollars.  Most  of  the  refineries  have 
formed  a  ^jmdicate  or  trust,  with  headquarters  at  Guaymas,  State  of 
Sonora.  The  syndicate  produced  in  the  year  1907,  8,540,000  kilos  of 
sugar  and  3,850,000  kilos  of  molasses  (kilo  =  2.204  pounds).  Sinaloa 
is  the  fourth  largest  sugar-producing  State  in  the  Republic  The 
average  yield  of  sugar  cane  is  45  tons  per  acre. 

AGRICULTURE GROWING   OF   HENEQUIN. 

Agriculture,  the  most  important  factor  for  the  advancement  of 
Sinsuoa,  has  been  very  slow  to  take  the  position  it  is  entitled  to,  but 
this  condition  will  soon  change,  as  the  Federal  Gk)vemment  is  now 
in  a  position  to  give  to  this  branch  its  influence  and  assist  it  in  everv 
possible  way  to  enable  the  farmers  to  cultivate  the  millions  of  ridi 
and  fertile  acres  which  are  now  a  barren  waste.  The  Grovemment 
has  used  its  influence  with  farmers  and  large  landowners  to  or^nize 
chambers  of  farmers,  and  they  have  done  so  in  several  States. 
These  organizations  are  conducted  on  a  line  similar  to  that  of  a 
chamber  of  commerce.  They  are  governed  by  regularly  elected 
boards  of  direcfors  and  officers,  whose  duty  is  to  promote  and  use  all 
lawful  means  for  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  the  farmers, 
look  after  their  interests,  assist  them  in  the  purchase  of  machinery 
and  supplies,  obtain  favorable  terms  from  transportation  companies 
for  the  moving  of  their  products,  and  appoint  legislative  committees 
to  assist  in  forming  and  passing  beneficial  laws  for  the  farmers.  The 
department  of  encouragement  (fomento)  has  engaged  a  corps  of 
practical  instructors,  who  are  paid  by  the  State,  and  who  will  visit 
the  various  agricultural  stations  and  chambers  of  farmers,  giving 
lectures  on  irrigation,  modem  farming  and  machinery,  such  as  is 
now  necessary  for  the  profitable  tilling  of  the  soil. 

One  of  these  lecturers  will  deliver  addresses  on  the  production  and 
improvement  of  the  quality  and  quantitv  of  bananas  for  export  pur- 
poses. Several  large  and  prosperous  banana  plantations  are  now 
operated  on  this  coast,  all  oi  them  being  owned  and  worked  by  Amer- 
icans. 
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The  cultivation  of  henequin  or  sisal  fiber,  which  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
is  destined  in  the  very  near  future  to  be,  next  to  the  mining  industry, 
the  greatest  money  producer  of  any  single  industry  in  this  Republic. 
The  plant  flourishes  on  land  which  would  be  almost  useless  for  any 
other  purpose  and  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  needing 
no  irrigation  or  cultivation.  The  erection  of  factories  to  manufacture 
rope,  twine,  bagging,  and  other  textiles  out  of  henequin  is  now  being 
discussed,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  in  a  few  years  factories  of  this 
kind  will  do  a  profitable  business  in  Sinaloa. 

MINING  AND  MINING  LAWS — ^BANKING  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  1907  did  not  show  great  activity  in  the  opening  and 
developmg  of  new  mines,  and  very  few  large  investments  were  made 
during  the  year  in  this  part  of  the  State.  The  general  depression  of 
the  money  market  in  the  United  States  and  the  slump  in  prices  shut 
down  nearly  all  of  the  copper  and  a  few  silver  mines. 

The  advent  of  the  two  lines  of  railroad  now  being  built  in  this 
State,  when  in  operation,  will  have  a  most  favorable  effect  in  giving 
this  important  industry  new  life  and  vigor. 

The  Government  is  having  revised  its  mining  law,  and  has  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  attorneys  and  mine  experts  for  this  purpose 
who  are  now  working  to  that  end.  The  main  feature  of  this  new 
law  is  to  enable  foreigners  to  more  easily  understand  the  law,  thus 
inducing  them  to  become  owners  of  mines  in  this  Republic 

A  well-equipped  institute  for  mining  engineers,  wnich  has  received 
assistance  &om  the  Federal  Government,  will  soon  be  in  active  opera- 
tion. This  will  be  quite  a  factor  in  drawing  the  attention  of  foreign 
investors  to  the  many  and  rich  mines  of  Mexico. 

The  National  Bank  of  Mazatlan  is  a  branch  of  the  largest  banking 
institution  in  the  Republic,  the  main  office  being  located  in  the  City 
of  Mexico,  has  a  capital  of  $20,000,000  gold.  The  par  value  of  the 
shares  is  $50,  but  are  quoted  in  the  market  at  $190.  Last  year  the 
bank  paid  a  dividend  of  21  per  cent.  The  branch  located  nere  has 
been  doing  a  large  and  profitable  business.  It  was  put  in  operation 
in  1889. 

Located  in  this  city  is  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  London  and  Mexico, 
which  also  has  its  general  offices  in  the  City  of  Mexico.  This  branch 
was  opened  in  1897  and  does  a  small  but  profitable  business.  The 
capital  of  the  main  bank  is  $10,000,000  gold,  on  which  amount  a 
dividend  of  15  per  cent  is  paid,  and  the  $100  par- value  stock  is  quoted 
at  $124  gold. 

Both  of  these  concerns  are  owned  and  controlled  by  French  capital 
and  the  prices  of  their  stock  receive  a  great  deal  of  attention  on  the 
Bourse  in  Paris. 

The  Occidental  Bank  of  Mexico  is  a  local  institution  which  started 
m  business  in  1898  with  a  capital  of  $750,000  gold.  It  has  five 
branches,  and  the  main  bank  as  well  as  its  branches  are  doing  a  very 
large  and  profitable  business.  The  market  value  of  the  $50  shares  is 
$140,  on  which  9  per  cent  was  paid  in  1907.  The  bank  owns  and 
occupies  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  Mexico. 

STEAMSHIP   AND   RAILROAD   TRANSPORTATION    FACILITIES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Canadian-Mexican  Line,  which  is  owned 
by  London  capitalists,  and  the  French  Line,  "  Chargeurs  Retinis," 
the  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  they  were  a  year  ago. 
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The  Canadian-Mexican  Line,  which  started  about  a  year  ago,  with 
very  doubtful  prospects  of  success,  is  doing  a  fine  business,  and  it  re- 
ceives the  aid  of  a  hberal  concession  from  both  the  Mexican  and  Cana- 
dian governments.  They  are  now  running  two  large  modem  steam- 
ers between  British  Columbia  and  Salina  Cruz,  and  are  prohibited 
under  their  concession  from  stopping  at  any  American  ports. 

The  French  Line,  whose  itinerary  is  from  Brest  around  the  world, 
touches  in  this  port  once  a  month.  Freight  steamers  only,  up  to  this 
year,  were  running,  when  five  passenger  steamers  of  15,000  tons  capac- 
ity were  added  to  the  fleet.    These  steamers  make  16  knots  per  hour. 

Within  the  last  year  a  wonderful  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
railroad  history  of  this  coast.  Both  the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and 
Orient  Kailroad  and  the  Cananea,  Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road have  made  splendid  progress,  and  as  they  have  now  suffi- 
cient capital  and  full  equipment  of  rolling  stock,  both  of  these 
roads  wUl  furnish  to  this  State  by  the  end  of  1908  direct  railroad 
connection  from  the  west  coast  of  Mexico  to  the  United  States,  and 
this  fact  should  add  a  large  amount  to  the  export  and  import  trade 
of  the  two  countries. 


TRADE  OP  THE  PORT. 


The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Mazatlan  in  1907  was  $4,115,682 
against  $3,133,832  in  1906.  The  value  of  the  articles  imported  from 
the  United  States  in  1907  was  $2,290,765,  an  increase  of  $710,377 
over  1906.    The  imports,  by  countries,  were  as  follows : 


Coantiles. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Belgium 

Italy 

Spain 

Austria-Hungary 
Australia 


Value. 


$2,290,765 
682.308 
616,679 
66,870 
58,814 
60.834 
88,648 
33.811 


Countries. 


Japan 

Turkey 

Netherlands 

Ecuador  

China 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


922,300 
21,778 
19,610 
U,2»7 
10.424 

199,154 


4,115,6 


PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  OF  IMPORT — ^VALUE  OF  EXPORTS. 

Imports  of  leading  articles  are  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Valaa 

Arms  and  explosiyes 

9189,564 
289,994 
875,936 
415,141 
1,351,959 
81,369 
661,368 

Vehicles 

921,248 

651,279 

78,406 

199,^ 

Anlinai  flubfftances 

Vegetable  matter 

Chemical  products 

Wine  and  liquors .................... 

Machinery 

OUier  articles 

Miner&l  matter 

Total 

Paper  and  stationery 

4.115,682 

Textile  fabrics 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  the  port  of  Mazatlan  during  1907 
was  $7,547,097,  consisting  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Mineral 
products,  $7,262,669;  vegetables,  $155,227;  products  of  animals, 
$117,799;  manufactured  articles,  $2,309;  and  sundries,  $9,094.  The 
value  of  the  exports  to  the  leading  countries  was  as  follows:  United 
States,  $6,893,227;  United  Kingdom,  $535,175;  France,  $78,034; 
Germany,  $28,090 ;  and  all  other  countries,  $12,571. 
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The  value  of  exports  declared  at  Mazatlan  to  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  $3,764,300,  against  $2,877,535  in  1906  and  $2,921,550 
in  1905.    The  principal  articles  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Concentimtes . 


^r? 


.dried 

Hides 

IxUe 

Matte,  oopper.  gold,  etc . 
Ore: 


Sir.: 


Lead 

SUvep 

Precipitates,  gold,  lead,  silver,  etc . 
Shrimps 

Sulpliides. 


Ttnnatoea 

All  other  articles . 


Total. 
Bullion: 
Gold.... 
SUver... 


Grand  total. 


$15,687 
20,860 
10.900 
16,447 
88.946 


2,041 
51,748 
16,884 
143. 04S 
68,285 
10,818 
16,947 
1.688 
138,988 


$161,617 
47,248 

9,684 
28,029 
28,415 

7,837 

5,784 

51.597 

6,084 

230,199 

833,214 

12,184 

27,685 

15,702 

185,894 


542,722 


1,426,440 


1,108,018 

689,085 
1,185,432 


2,921,660 


2,877,585 


1812,201 
2.681 
18,  U8 
19.885 
25,864 
54.216 

9,787 
86,065 
10,695 

192,804 
62,601 
15,697 
28,478 
18,710 

207,868 


1,004,485 

1.104,646 
1,665,219 


8,764,800 


MEXICO  CITY. 

By  Ck>N8UI>GENEBAL  BENJAMIN   H.   RiDOELT. 

Mexico,  City  is  essentially  Mexico.  Here  is  centered  all  the  great 
wholesale  commercial  life  of  the  Republic.  It  is  the  banking  center 
as  well  as  the  commercial  center,  and  all  the  great  staple  Tines  of 
commerce  have  their  base  here.  Mexico  City  is  very  cosmopolitan  in 
the  comi>osition  of  its  trade. 

The  great  dry  goods  interests  are  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  French  merchants,  who  not  only  own  nearly  all  the  large  depart- 
ment stores,  but  almost  control  the  dry  goods  business  throughout 
the  Republic.  The  immense  hardware  business,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  largely  in  the  hands  of  German  merchants,  who  have  built  up 
splendid  establishments,  doing  both  a  wholesale  and  retail  business. 
These  German  dealers  find  it  profitable  to  handle  American  goods 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  while  they  are  covering  the  country 
with  Grerman  ironware,  low-priced  enameled  ware,  and  German  ana 
English  cutlery,  they  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  sell  American 
agricultural  implements,  edged  tools  of  all  kinds,  and  nearly  all 
other  classes  of  hardware. 

THE  GROCERY  TRADE — ^AMERICAN  PRCWOUCTS  THAT  SELL  WELL. 

The  grocery  trade  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  Spaniards  and 
Mexicans,  who  have  many  large  establishments  and  do  a  profitable 
business.  There  are  also  three  American  stores  in  the  capital  deal- 
ing almost  exclusively  in  American  fancy  groceries,  both  wholesale 
and  retail.  The  Spaniards  deal  in  Spani^  and  French  products, 
packing-house  products  being  the  only  American  goods  handled. 
They  all  deal  m  American  lard  and  bacon,  which  are  two  staples 
that  can  never  be  driven  out  of  the  country.    Among  the  products 
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manufactured  in  Mexico  and  handled  largely  by  the  Spanish  whole- 
sale grocers  are  biscuits  and  crackers,  food  pastes,  macaroni,  rice, 
and  chocolate.  In  Mexico  sugar  is  almost  exclusively  made  from 
cane  of  local  production. 

Among  other  American  products  in  general  use  are  all  kinds  of 
mining,  milling,  and  farming  machinery,  household  and  kitchen 
articles,  refrigerators,  ice-cream  freezers,  typewriters  (to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  others),  shoes,  hats,  nails,  wire  and  barbed  wire,  and  furni- 
ture. The  wire-nail  business  is  decreasing  rapidly,  because  of  the 
factories  which  are  being  operated  with  American  machinery  at  San 
Luis  Potosi,  Monterey,  and  Veracruz. 

The  sales  of  American  automobiles  are  steadily  increasing,  although 
some  of  the  French  machines  are  competing  in  the  high-grade  classes. 

READY-MADE    CLOTHING — CLUMBER  BUSINESS. 

Among  the  interesting  features  of  1907  was  the  Rowing  trade  in 
American  ready-made  clothes  of  good  quality  and  finish.  It  is  evident 
that  there  is  a  good  prospect  for  this  trade  all  over  the  Republic,  and 
it  will  doubtless  be  quickly  developed.  American  hats  are  also  gain- 
ing in  popularity,  and  as  a  consequence  the  English  article  no  longer 
dominates  the  market,  though,  owing  to  the  American  inroads  upon 
their  trade,  English  dealers  have  been  actively  pushing  their  business. 

Among  the  American  goods  that  should  be  sold  nere  in  greater 
quantities  are  shirtwaists  and  blouses,  which  are  made  nowhere  so 
cheaply  or  so  elegantly  as  in  the  United  States.  Ladies'  ready-made 
linen  suits  and  similar  light  apparel  would  also  find  a  ready  sale. 

The  heretofore  well-maintained  and  growing  American  trade  in 
lumber  and  box  shooks  suffered  a  setback  during  1907,  owing,  largely, 
to  the  state  of  financial  affairs  and  to  the  consequent  cessation  of 
building  operations.  The  construction  and  operation  of  new  local 
sawmills,  which  are  able  to  produce  not  onlv  a  satisfactory  quality  of 
box  ^ooks,  but  also  certain  cheap  grades  of  Imnber  which  the  market 
requires,  also  affected  this  trade. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS   TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  exports  declared  at  Mexico  City  to  the  United  States 
during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  is  shown  in  the  sub- 
joined statement  : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Books 

Broom  root 

Chili  peppers 

Coffee 

Cotton  waste 

Fertilleer 

Hats,  palm 

Hides 

Horns 

Household  goods 

Oil: 

Pusel 

Linaloe 

Ore:  Silver  and  gold . 

Pecans 

Rubber,  etc 

Scrap  metal 

Skins 

Sugar 

All  other  articles 


11.465 
66,464 
17,674 
39.918 
8,188 
8,360 
6,786 
204,286 
14,661 
4,000 


1,549 

660,771 

7,948 

300 


108,672 
"27*67i 


1981 
88,736 

4.476 

6,482 
16,809 
12,889 

4,097 

288,800 

22,794 

2,709 

8,677 

864 

2,186,817 

28,096 

980 

81.708 

216,298 

1,689 

84,090 


»1.682 
96,680 
2,184 
4,804 
8.061 
14.794 
5,685 
146,768 
28,013 
13,818 

11.162 

7,827 

248,600 


11,488 
77,262 
186.980 
6,792 
47,09t 


Total 1,056,448 


2,946.601 


918,817 
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Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bullion: 

Gold  and  silTer 

$4,897,691 

2,896 

286 

187,661 

9,721 
28.664 
178,881 

1849.886 

Gold  ifilvpr,  and  copper. ...  ...... x                .          ..  . 

Gold,  sUver,  and  lead 

18.997 
79,417 

Silvep 

Total 

6.068,604 

1,106,648 

948.260 

B^tnnied  Amerfcan  goo^n 

184,184 

112,174 

128.787 

Grand  total 

6,279,186 

4,164.818 

1,987,848 

The  declared  exports,  including  goods  returned,  from  the  agencies 
at  Puebla,  Guadalajara,  Oaxaca,  Guanajuato,  and  Zacatecas  to  the 
United  States  during  1907  amounted  to  $1,440,348,  against  $1,262,951 
in  1906  and  $1,112,069  in  1905.  These  amounts  added  to  the  value 
of  exports  from  Mexico  City  make  the  totals  for  the  consular  district 
$3,428,196  in  1907,  $5,427,269  in  1906,  and  $7,391,205  in  1905. 


MONTEREY. 

By  Vice-Consul-General  T.  Atbes  Robebtson. 

Notwithstanding  the  additional  development  which  has  occurred 
in  this  district,  and  particularly  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  during  the 
year  1907,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
were  not  nearly  so  large  as  for  the  year  1906.  This  was  not  brought 
about,  however,  by  any  local  condition,  but  as  a  reflex  of  the  financial 
depression  which  occurred  in  the  United  States  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  and  which  affected  all  classes  of  industries,  particularly  the 
metal  producers. 

Mexico,  particularly  the  northern  section,  is  a  heavy  producer  of  all 
classes  of  commercial  metals,  and  its  exports  are  largely  made  up  of 
such  metals  or  their  products.  During  the  year  1906  there  were  very 
heavy  exports  of  calamine  to  the  United  States,  owing  to  the  favor- 
able ruling  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Treasury  Department  for 
the  importation  of  this  prcSuct  into  the  United  States.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  zinc  production  in  1907  was  only  about 
30,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  actual  consumption,  the  exports  of  cala- 
mine to  the  United  States  were  practically  suspended  lor  some  time 
owing  to  lack  of  buyers,  whose  absence  was  attributed  to  depressed 
financial  conditions. 

Mexico  is  likewise  a  large  producer  of  copper,  and  many  of  the 
copper  mines  as  well  as  the  zinc  mines  were  shut  down  owing  to  the 
drop  in  the  market  price  of  these  ores,  which  made  shipment  of  the 
low  ^ades  practically  prohibitory.  There  are  large  mining  indus- 
tries m  this  section  which  are  continuing  to  work  their  properties  and 
are  storing  their  ores  for  shipment  when  prices  again  assume  normal 
conditions.  This  can  also  be  said  of  the  lead-silver  production.  While 
this  condition  is  true  with  resi)ect  to  the  larger  concerns,  which  are 
able  to  carry  their  ores  for  an  indefinite  period,  it  does  not  apply  to 
the  small  miner  who  is  dependent  upon  immediate  return  from  his 
ores  to  meet  his  current  obligations. 
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With  the  depression  in  the  mineral  market  also  comes  the  depres- 
sion in  all  general  lines  in  this  section  that  depend  so  largely  upon 
the  miners  for  their  business.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  pres- 
ent prices  in  metals  will  not  maintain,  and  that  the  mines  will  soon  be 
able  to  extract  and  ship  their  ores  on  a  profitable  basis.  The  effect  of 
this  would  be  immediate  upon  all  local  industries  and  would  cause 
considerable  amounts  of  money  to  be  available  in  the  various  centers. 

PRODUCTION  OF  HmES  AND  SKINS — ^RAILROAD  MERGER. 

Another  industry  which  has  been  seriously  affected  in  this  district, 
and  which  has  heretofore  been  one  of  great  importance  with  respect 
to  exports  to  the  United  States,  is  that  of  hides  and  skins,  the  prices 
of  leather  having  been  reduced  to  such  an  extent  in  the  markets  that 
it  hardly  pays  to  export  them.  The  production  of  hides  is  a  great 
industry  in  the  grazing  section  of  northern  Mexico,  and  while  the 
reduction  of  exports  is  so  very  apparent  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
industry  is  not  pushing  forward  as  heretofore,  but  only  that  the  pro- 
ducers are  holding  their  stock  until  such  time  as  they  can  secure  bet- 
ter return  for  their  hides. 

The  merger  of  the  National  lines  of  Mexico  and  the  Mexican 
Central  Rauway  Company,  Limited,  which  represent  practically  the 
entire  railway  mileage  in  Mexico,  has  affected  financial  circles  for 
some  time  past,  as  local  banks  throughout  the  country  were  expected 
to  do  their  part  toward  financing  this  undertaking  of  the  Govern- 
ment, whose  policy  has  been  to  control  the  transportation  lines  and 
thus  control  transportation  facilities  for  the  various  sections  of  the 
country  to  the  best  advantage.  The  merger  of  the  sjrstems  seems  now 
to  be  an  assured  fact,  and  when  once  dennitely  carried  out  will  prob- 
ably relieve  the  financial  condition,  at  least  so  far  as  the  local  bank- 
ing interests  are  concerned. 

Kailroad  building  was  not  so  important  during  the  past  year  as 
in  previous  periods.  This,  however,  was  largely  controlled  by  the 
depression  in  the  financial  markets  and  the  consequent  difficulties 
for  the  railroad  companies  to  finance  their  new  construction.  The 
tendency  of  the  Government  lines  has  been  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  rolling  stock  and  the  handling  of  freight,  thou^  it  will  at 
the  same  time  eliminate  the  competition  between  the  various  lines 
for  business. 

CANADIAN   INVESTMENTS. 

During  the  year  1907  a  modern  electrical  railway  was  constructed 
in  Monterey  by  a  Canadian  firm.  This  firm  has  invested  heavily^  in 
Mexican  properties  during  the  last  few  years,  and  is  developing 
many  properties  in  a  very  complete  and  vigorous  manner.  The 
electric  railway  in  Monterey  now  has  a  mileage  of  about  50  kilo- 
meters (kilometer =0.621  mile)  of  track  laid  with  72-pound  section 
rails  and  first-class  equipment  in  every  respect.  All  of  the  equip- 
ment for  the  construction,  with  the  exception  of  the  car  bodies,  was 
furnished  from  the  United  States ;  the  car  bodies  for  passenger  cars 
were  constructed  in  Toronto,  Canada.  This  was  done  on  account 
of  the  inability  to  secure  deliveries  within  reasonable  times  from  the 
American  car  builders.  The  lines  are  practically  in  operation  and 
are  furnishing  Monterey  excellent  and  rapid  transportation. 
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BUILDINO  OF  WATEKWOKKS  AND  SEWER  SYSTEM. 

The  Monterey  waterworks  and  sewer  company,  also  controlled 
by  the  same  Canadian  firm,  is  constructing  a  thoroughly  modem 
waterworks  and  sewer  system  for  this  city.  Sources  of  water  supply 
are  adjacent  to  Monterey,  and  water  is  being  brought  in  concrete 
pipe,  manufactured  on  the  ground  by  an  American  firm.  About 
12,000  tons  of  cast-iron  water  pipe  and  40,000  barrels  of  Portland 
cement  were  purchased  for  this  work  direct  from  English  and  Scot- 
tish manufacturers;  also  the  complete  valve  connections  for  the 
^steni.  Quotations  for  this  material  were  submitted  by  the  various 
American  manufacturers,  but  in  each  case  price  as  well  as  time  of 
delivery  was  in  favor  of  the  British  manufacturers.  All  other  ma- 
terial for  these  works  was  purchased  largely  in  the  United  States. 
When  these  systems  are  complete  the  city  of  Monterey  will  have 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure,  wholesome  water,  which,  in  connection 
with  the  excellent  sewer  system,  should  make  it  one  of  the  most  sani- 
tan^^cities  on  the  continent. 

While  there  were  no  new  industries  established  in  Monterey  during 
the  last  year,  all  established  factories  added  substantial  improve- 
ments to  their  plants.  The  building  industry  in  this  city  was  quite 
active,  and  the  class  of  structure  materially  improved. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  COAL  FIELDS. 

The  local  fields  of  northern  Mexico,  situated  in  the  State  of  Coa- 
huila,  are  being  rapidly  developed  and  large  coal  mines  brought  into 
production.  Several  new  companies  with  large  capital  have  been 
systematically  developing  their  properties  for  the  past  year,  and  a 
very  larg[e  quantity  of  Mexican  coal  will  soon  be  available  for  all 
Mexican  indnstries. 

Up  to  within  the  past  few  years  most  industries  in  the  Republic 
were  to  a  certain  extent  dependent  upon  foreign  coal  or  coke  for  their 
operation.  This  condition  is  rapidly  changing,  and  in  a  short  period 
only  a  very  small  tonnage  of  foreign  coke  or  coal  will  find  consump- 
tion in  the  Eepublic.  Owing  to  tne  heavy  tonnage  being  produced 
by  the  Mexican  mines,  most  of  the  coal  companies  are  finding  it  neces- 
sary to  construct  coke  ovens  for  the  purpose  of  producing  coke  to 
compete  with  the  foreign  article  and  consume  their  production.  The 
Meiacan  coal  produces  an  excellent  coke,  which  gives  good  satisfac- 
tion in  blast  furnaces,  smelters,  etc. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  value  of  exports,  including  returned  goods,  from  Monterey 
to  the  United  States  durmg  1907  was  $14,148,011,  against  $15,263,443 
in  1906  and  $13,051y550  in  1905.  The  principal  items  during  the  past 
three  years  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1908. 


1907. 


Bones 

Brain 

Cadamine 

Glycerin,  crude . 

Coffee  

Gnaynle 

Hldis. 

IxUe 


1246 


545,281 

8,282 

88 


11,044 

6,112 

865,517 

5,160 


627,888 
119,790 


829,786 
152,665 


$858 

5,554 

442,044 

828 

1,678 
121,847 
174,724 
288,857 
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Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Leiul: 

Ax!gentiferou8 

An  timonial 

Beaned 

Oranges 

Pecans 

Silver,  refined 

Skins 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


66,222,724 

25.700 

918.267 

12, 9U 

85,685 

1,968.974 

1,781,719 

826.192 


$7,907,989 

23,897 

527,841 

14.495 

16,1&7 

8.534,125 

2,847,958 

27, 5U 


18,088,481 
18,069 


15,250,477 
12.966 


18,051.550 


15,268.448 


66.124.123 


1,876.458 

11.648 

21.07V 

8.936.458 

1.437.507 

188. 48S 


14.121,156 
26.856 


14.148.0U 


NOGAIjBS. 

By  Ck)N8UL  Samuel  T.  Lee. 

This  consular  district  includes  approximately  the  northern  half  of 
the  State  of  Sonora  and  borders  on  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  The 
State  of  Sonora  is  divided  into  districts,  and  these  are  again  divided 
into  municipalities.  The  districts  of  Altar,  Arizpe,  Magdalena,  and 
a  portion  of  Moctezuma  and  Ures  fall  within  this  consular  jurisdic- 
tion. Nearly  all  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  enter  this 
district  through  the  frontier  customs  ports  of  Agua  Prieta,  La 
Morita^  and  Nogales.  Nogales  is  the  chief  port  of  entry  for  American 
ffoods  mto  this  district,  and  it  is  here  that  the  Mexican  Grovemment 
has  established  a  Federal  frontier  custom-house,  which  during  the 
last  six  months  of  the  calendar  year  1907  collected  a  revenue  of  nearly 
$500,000. 

MINERAL  WEALTH  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  population  of  this  consular  district,  according  to  official  data 
published  in  1906,  is  81,238.  The  chief  industry  is  mining  gold, 
silver,  copper,  and  lead.  Here  are  located  the  great  mining  camps 
of  Cananea,  the  Moctezuma  Copper  Company,  Nacozari,  the  Black 
Mountain  Mining  Company,  etc.,  which » produce  wealth  in  vast 
amounts  and  give  employment  to  thousands  of  Americans  and  Mexi- 
cans. It  is  in  this  section  of  Mexico  that  nature  has  deposited  its 
richest  mineral  treasure,  and  in  spite  of  the  temporarjr  closing  down 
of  the  Cananea  camp  great  activity  is  being  shown  in  the  develop- 
ment of  mining  properties  throughout  the  district.  The  industries 
comprise  agriculture,  cattle  ranching,  a  cotton  textile  mill,  a  woolen 
mill,  small  boot  and  shoe  factories,  numerous  mescal  distilleries,  small 
flour  mills,  an  ice  plant,  electric  light  plants,  brick  and  lime  kilns, 
cigarette  factories,  etc 

^very  portion  of  the  district  abounds  in  mineral  wealth,  but  as 
shown  by  actual  development  the  noted  Cananea  district  is  without 
doubt  the  richest  section  of  all.  The  Cananea  deposits  are  found  on 
the  northern  slope  and  watershed  of  the  Cananea  Kange,  which  is  a 
group  of  mountains  8  to  10  miles  wide  and  about  30  miles  long.  The 
general  direction  of  the  range  is  northwest  to  southeast.  This  locality 
is  at  present  reached  by  rail  from  the  United  States  by  leaving  the 
main  line  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  at  Deming,  N.  Mex.,  and 
taking  the  El  Paso  and  Southwestern  Railroad  through  the  frontier 
towns  of  Douglas  and  Naco,  Ariz.    From  Naco  the  Cananea,  Yaqui 
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Eiver  and  Pacific  Railroad  carries  one  30  miles  to  the  city  of 
Cananea.  The  other  route  is  taken  by  leaving  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  at  Benson,  Ariz.,  and  traveling  over  the  El  Paso  and  South- 
western Railroad  through  Fairbanks,  Ariz.,  to  Naco,  Ariz.,  where 
the  Cananea,  Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  Railroad  is  reached. 

OUTPUT  OP  THE  CANANEA  FIELD — DEMAND  FOR  MACHINERY. 

The  center  of  activity  in  the  Cananea  field  is  in  the  southern  half  of 
the  Cananea  Ran^  from  the  southern  extremity  to  Puertecitos  Pass, 
which  is  a  deep  chasm  that  divides  the  Cananea  Range  into  two  well- 
defined  sections.  The  mountains  are  of  volcanic  character,  and  there 
is  found  everywhere  evidence  of  ancient  volcanic  activity.  The  out- 
put of  this  section,  combined  with  that  of  adjoining  districts,  declared 
lor  export  at  the  American  consular  agency  at  Cananea  during  the 
calendar  year  of  1907,  was  valued  at  $9,282,919  United  States  cur- 
rency. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  exported  to  the  United  States  there 
were  large  quantities  of  mineral  used  within  the  State  of  Sonora,  as 
the  mints  of  Sonora  coin  ereat  amounts  of  silver  bullion  in  their 
local  oj)erations.  Gold  is  also  used  at  the  mints,  and  copper  bullion 
is  used  in  industries  and  as  the  alloy  in  minting  coin. 

This  extensive  activity  in  mining  creates  a  great  demand  for 
American  mining  machinery,  and  during  the  past  calendar  year  there 
were  cleared  through  the  customs  port  of  Nogales  $390,498  worth  of 
machines  and  apparatus,  nearlv  all  of  which  was  intended  for  mining 
development.  An  American  toimdry  situated  at  Nogales,  Ariz.,  has 
supplied  a  good  share  of  this  trade  and  is  well  equipped  for  the 
casting  and  manufacture  of  nearly  every  class  of  mining  and  irri- 
gating machinery. 

Spasmodic  attacks  on  the  part  of  Yaqui  Indians  have  in  certain 
instances  intimidated  the  Mexican  employees  in  outlying  mining 
camps,  and  this  to  a  small  degree  has  hampered  mining  operations. 

TOMATO  SHIPMENTS — STOCK  RAISING — MANUFACTURES. 

Quite  a  trade  in  fresh  tomatoes  has  been  built  up  in  this  State. 
The  greater  portion  of  this  produce  is  grown  outside  of  this  con- 
sular district,  and  nearly  all  shipments  pass  through  Nogales.  Dur- 
ing the  period  from  February  1  to  June  30,  1907,  the  customs 
authorities  collected  duty  on  36,568  boxes  of  Mexican-grown  tomatoes. 

There  are  several  large  stock-raising  establishments  in  this  consular 
district  and  during  recent  years  the  grade  of  cattle  has  been  much 
improved  by  the  importation  of  many  fine,  well-bred  animals  from 
the  United  States. 

At  Los  Angeles,  Sonora,  there  is  located  a  cotton  mill  which  pro- 
duces a  very  good  grade  of  cotton  fabrics  for  the  local  trade.  Two- 
thirds  of  its  raw  material  is  imported  from  Texas  and  the  remainder 
is  ffrown  in  the  State  of  Sonora.  Most  of  the  machinery  used  in  this 
nuD  was  purchased  in  England.  Two  hundred  and  forty  operatives 
are  at  present  employed,  and  the  mill  has  an  annual  output  valued 
at  $350,000.  The  clothing  factory  at  Nogales  is  owned  by  an  Ameri- 
can and  is  equipped  to  manufacture  dauy  100  dozen  each  of  shirts, 
overaUs,  and  pantaloons.  It  buys  one-half  of  its  cotton  cloth  in  the 
United  States  and  the  remainder  from  England,  Germany,  and 
France, 
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The  boot  and  shoe  factories  are  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Chinese. 
The  output  is  of  an  inferior  grade  and  supplies  only  the  needs  of 
the  poorer  people.  These  boots  and  ahoes  are  manufactured  from 
native  leather.  The  saddlery  industry  is  carried  on  by  native  me- 
chanics, and  while  the  establishments  are  quite  small  the  total  output 
is  of  some  significance.  American  saddles,  though  costing  twice  as 
much  as  the  local  product,  compete  easily  in  this  trade  for  the  reason 
that  they  are  made  of  better  materials  and  are  more  serviceable  and 
comfortable  to  both  rider  and  beast. 

OUTPUT  OF  FLOUR,  ICE,  BRICKS,  AND  LIME. 

There  are  41  flour  mills  in  this  consular  district  and  their  annual 
output  is  24,989,487  pounds,  which  is  valued  at  $796,444.  The  largest 
mill  in  the  district  has  an  annual  capacity  of  9,000,000  jpounds,  which 
is  valued  at  $300,000  gold.  Of  the  41  mills  in  operation  20  are  run 
by  steam  and  the  remainder  by  water  power.  In  average  years  the 
local  production  of  wheat  is  sufficient  for  all  milling  demands  and 
occasionally  there  is  a  small  surplus  for  shipment  to  the  Mexican 
State  of  Sinaloa  and  the  territory  of  Lower  Cfalifomia.  In  addition 
to  the  locally-manufactured  article  there  is  a  great  amount  of  Ameri- 
can flour  sold  here,  but  it  is  of  a  superior  grade  and  fills  the  demand 
of  the  higher  classes. 

At  Cananea,  Sonora,  there  is  a  modem  ice  plant  which  produces 
annually  4,600  tons  of  ice,  valued  at  $11,000.  Brick  kilns  are  an  im- 
portant industry,  and,  although  "  adobe  "  bricks  are  generally  used 
m  most  districts,  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  burnt  bricks.  The 
Mexican  burnt  brick  is  about  double  the  size  of  the  American  brick. 
In  this  consular  district  there  are  fourteen  brick  yards  which  annually 
manufacture  5,252,000  bricks,  valued  at  $71,317.  Lime  kilns  are 
found  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  district  and  the  output  is  gen- 
erally of  good  quality.  There  are  twenty-two  lime  kilns  which  manu- 
facture annually  5,172  tons  of  lime,  valued  at  $31,770.  The  cigarettes 
manufactured  in  this  consular  district  are  made  from  tobacco  grown 
in  the  State  of  Sonora  and  are  of  good  quality.  There  are  five  estab- 
lishments which  manufacture  this  article,  and  their  annual  output  is 
667,800  packages,  valued  at  $11,030. 

RAILROAD  EXTENSION. 

There  is  now  under  construction  a  new  division  of  the  Cananea, 
Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  Railroad,  which  lie  entirely  within  this 
consular  district  and  will  connect  Nogales  with  Cananea,  there  join- 
ing with  the  remainder  of  the  Cananea,  Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  lines. 
This  road  will  be  completed  within  a  few  months,  and  already  several 
miles  of  grading  have  been  accomplished  and  some  steel  has  been 
laid. 

The  line  will  be  75  miles  long,  with  a  maximum  curvature  of  6° 
(metric),  and  a  maximum  gradient  of  2.6  per  cent;  this  latter,  how- 
ever, will  be  used  only  on  7^  miles  of  the  road,  on  the  remainder  the 
maximum  will  be  1  per  cent.  There  are  four  crossings,  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  River,  which  will  require  bridges  of  400  to  500  feet  in  length. 
Temporary  pile  trestles  will  be  put  in  on  first  construction  and  steel 
bridges  will  be  built  after  the  track  is  laid. 

All  lumber  to  be  used,  with  the  exception  of  cross- ties,  will  be 
American  material.  Cross-ties  from  Japan  are  here  already  waiting 
for  the  track  work.    These  ties  are  reported  to  be  about  one-third 

Digitized  by  V^JiOO^lt^ 


GOMMEBCB  AND  Iin)USTBI£S  OF  MEXICO. 


129 


cheaper  than  American  ties,  and  resemble  the  long-leaf  yellow  pine 
of  the  American  Southern  States.  They  were  brought  by  sailing 
vessels  from  Japan  to  the  port  of  Guaymas,  Sonora. 

Track  steel,  fittings,  etc.,  with  the  exception  of  track  spikes,  frogs, 
and  switch  stands,  will  be  of  Belgian,  German,  English,  or  Spanish 
origin,  it  being  impossible  to  obtain  American  steeiat  the  time  this 
material  was  purchased.  The  skilled  labor  being  used  on  the  con- 
struction work  of  this  line  is  about  75  per  cent  American  and  25  per 
cent  Mexican.  The  unskilled  laborers,  with  the  exception  of  a  lew 
Japanese,  are  all  Mexicans. 

The  traffic  of  the  new  line  will  be  largely  the  carrying  of  mining 
machinery  and  ore  to  and  from  the  Cananea  district,  although  the 
coming  of  the  road  will  undoubtedly  cause  the  development  of  some 
good  farming  and  stock  raising  country,  which  heretofore  has  been 
too  far  from  transportation  to  make  it  profitable. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  DISTRICT — SHARE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  commerce  of  this  consular  district  is  naturally  the  traffic  in 
such  commodities  as  will  satisfy  the  needs  of  a  population  primarily 
engaged  in  mining  industry.  Many  food  products  are  purchased  in 
the  tfnited  States,  also  clothing,  boots,  hats,  shoes,  mining  machinery 
and  supplies,  etc.  Unfortunately  the  Mexican  custom-house  classifi- 
cation of  imports  is  too  general  to  show  the  trade  in  any  special  article 
of  commerce,  and  there  are  no  other  available  statistics.  Perhaps  the 
next  best  source  of  information  on  this  point  is  reached  by  carerul  in- 
terviews with  the  local  brokers  and  forwarding  agents. 

In  this  trade  the  United  States  is  the  country  of  origin  for  90.5  per 
cent  of  the  total  imports.  United  Kingdom  5.8  per  cent,  France  2.3 
per  cent,  and  Germany  2  per  cent,  the  remainder  being  divided  among 
Spain,  Japan,  Austria,  Canada,  Scotland,  Italy,  Chile,  and  China. 
For  the  year  1907  the  total  value  of  imports  through  the  Mexican 
custom-house  at  Nogales  reached  the  sum  of  $2,979,330,  against 
$3,320,310  in  1906,  a  decrease  of  $340,980. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Nogales  for  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

BalUon: 

Copi>er 

$2,263,374 
30,749 
31,448 
24,261 
399,826 

$10,424 
195,892 
15,440 
19,667 
33,643 
62,989 
24,194 
9,186 

13,381 

35,985 

191, 194 

1,707 

218,096 

5,032 

14,877 

$6,148 

GoM^.::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

97,451 

Silver 

18,508 

Cfcttle 

52,429 

GoQcentrates .- 

227,852 

Gold,  cyanides 

'281, 331 

Gold.  plaoBr 

20,946 

Hlde«r. 

12,532 

1,858 

Ore: 

AntimonT - 

4,440 

Copper 

838,092 
11, 141 

39,851 

Gold!.::::::::::.:....: :..:::...::::.::::::.::::::::.:. 

8,067 

Lead 

2,470 

Silver 

392,832 
5,025 
7,676 

160,320 

Tobacco 

3.534 

All  other  articles 

11,491 

Total 

8,511,955 
28,260 

850,607 
21,082 

936,191 

Returned  American  ^oods 

34,787 

Grand  totiU 

8,540,215 

871,689 

970,928 
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The  great  discrepancy  between  the  exports  from  Nogales  in  1905 
and  1906  was  caused  by  the  establishment  of  the  Cananea  consular 
agency,  which  in  1907  invoiced  articles  for  export  to  the  United 
States  valued  at  $9,4T8,492.  The  leading  items  were :  Bullion  valued 
at  $6,257,106;  concentrates,  $991,648;  cattle,  $127,935;  copper  dust, 
$55,313;  hides,  $59,304;  copper  matte,  $227,840,  and  ore,  $1,745,214. 


NUEVO  IjABEDO. 

By  Consul  Alonzo  B.  Garbbtt. 

The  new  railroad  from  Columbia  to  La  Jarita  has  l)een  completed, 
and  the  coal  field  at  Columbia  is  being  extensively  opened  up.  A 
flouring  mill  (horizontal  roller  process)  with  a  capacity  of  110  bar- 
rels per  day  was  completed  the  latter  part  of  1907  and  is  now  in  op- 
eration. The  machine  shops  and  roundhouse  of  the  National  Rail- 
road of  Mexico  are  now  practically  completed  and  will  soon  be  work- 
ing a  full  complement  of  skilled  workmen.  A  new  building  for  a 
wholesale  grocery  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $20,000  and  is  stocked  with 
groceries  to  supply  the  local  trade  in  this  vicinity.  Two  large  irri- 
gation plants  were  installed,  and  truck  gardening  will  be  carried  on 
extensively  in  1908  by  the  owners  of  the  plants.  Two  other  irri^- 
tion  plants  are  in  contemplation  and  will  probably  be  installed  during 
the  year  1908. 

SUPPLYING  ELECTRIC  ENERGY. 

There  is  an  opportunity  here  for  the  profitable  investment  of 
capital  by  an  American  firm  who  wiU  introduce  machinery  which 
will  reduce  the  cost  of  pumping  water  from  the  river.  One  plan  is 
to  install  a  large  electric  plant  capable  of  furnishing  at  least  2,500 
horsepower  at  the  coal  mines  on  the  American  side  of  the  river,  where 
by  using  the  slack  coal  from  the  mines  the  cost  of  fuel  can  almost  be 
eliminated.  There  are  now  about  50  irrigation  plants  along  the 
river  from  the  mines  to  a  few  miles  below  Teredo,  all  of  which  are 
desirous  of  cheapening  the  cost  of  their  motive  power,  and  an  electric 
cable  running  down  tlie  river  from  such  a  plant  could  supply  power 
for  all  the  plants  on  both  sides  of  the  river  by  installing  electric 
motors  in  them.  As  fuel  is  very  expensive  here  on  account  of  cost 
of  transportation,  it  is  estimated  that  by  this  plan  a  saving  of  from 
30  to  50  per  cent  could  be  made  in  the  power  for  individual  plants 
and  yet  leave  a  handsome  mar^n  of  profit  for  the  company  which 
made  it  possible.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  cost  of  running  small 
plants  can  be  greatly  reduced  by  using  pumps  with  hydraulic  pres- 
sure. 

THE  FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  exports  from  this  consular  district  for  the  year  1907,  as  com- 
pared witn  the  exports  of  1906,  show  a  decrease  of  $208,380.  Almost 
the  whole  of  this  decrease  is  in  the  two  articles  of  calamine  and  cop- 
per matte,  the  decrease  in  these  being  $205,822.  All  copper  matte 
passing  through  this  port  is  now  certified  from  the  consulate-general 
at  Monterey,  and  the  shrinkage  in  value  of  zinc  has  greatly  reduced 
the  shipments  of  calamine.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
show  a  very  material  increase.  This  increase  is  especially  noticeable 
in  machinery,  sugar,  coffee,  lard,  and  potatoes.    In  addition  there  are 
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many  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  clothing,  hats,  shoes,  dry  goods, 
and  groceries  which  have  been  purchased  by  individuals  in  Laredo, 
Tex.,  and  brought  over  in  small  quantities  and  of  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  a  definite  estimate. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  total  imports,  by  articles  and 
countries,  into  Nuevo  Laredo  during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles. 


United  Stotca: 

Boxes  and  pails 

Coffee 

Cora 

Drugs  

Dry  goods 

Glacofie  

Hats 

Hardware 

Lard 

Machinery 

Oil,  kerosene . . . 

Potatoes 

Shoes 

Starch 

Sugar 

Other  articles... 

Total ,.- 

Japan: 

8Uk 


Value. 


$2,900 

49,500 

26,141 

24,270 

7,211 

4,000 

800 

875 

39.  (KX) 

20.460 

5,400 

11,260 

1,100 

800 

17,600 

425 


210,722 


5,624 


Articles. 


Value. 


Germany: 

Drugs I  $3,600 

Dry  goods 1,687 

Sugar j  6,000 

Total I        10,287 

France: 

Dry  goods ■         2,648 

Embroidery,  sil  k '  475 

Total 3,118 

Spain: 

Dry  goods 1,900 

United  Kingdom:  i 

Dry  goods i         5, 418 

All  other  countries \       2«,  347 

Grand  total 263,416 

I 
I 


SALES  TO  THE  UNrTED  STATES. 


The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Nuevo  Laredo  to  the  United 
States  during  1907  was  $153,385,  against  $365,796  in  1906,  and  $146,- 
842  in  1905.     The  items  were : 


Articles. 

'    1905. 

1906. 

• 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906.         1906. 

1907. 

Calamine 

....$64,952 

....|        620 
...-!  81,442 
....      1.104 

$286,487 

4,167 

40,886 

1,050 

$83,786 

410 

48,182 

161 

Ore,  zinc 

$87,719  '    $9,428 
11,105       53,-838 

$5,607 

Chili 

Hides  and  skins.--, 
latle 

All  other  articles 

Total 

15,339 

146,842  1  365,796  ,  IfiS.SAfi 

1 

' 

PROGRESO. 

By  Consul  Edward  H.  Thompson. 

The  principal  export  product  of  Yucatan  is  sisal  fiber,  of  which 
over  90  per  cent  of  the  shipments  are  sent  to  the  United  States.  This 
fiber  is  used  in  combination  with  Manila  hemp  in  the  manufacture 
of  twine,  rope,  cable,  and  cordage.  The  fiber  planters  some  time  ago 
deemed  the  price  far  too  low  and  tried  to  raise  it  by  withholding 
their  product.  Lack  of  rain  also  prevented  many  of  the  planters 
from  producing  a  full  crop.  The  use  of  sisal  fiber  is  increasing  much 
faster  than  is  generally  supposed.  Fiber  is  grown  elsewhere,  but 
the  results  as  yet  only  go  to  confirm  the  belief  that  Yucatan  can  suc- 
cessfully compete  with  any  country  which  cultivates  the  agave  plant. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908,  Yucatan  was  character- 
ized by  financial  disturbance,  which  was  attributed  to  a  gradually 
accumulating  series  of  circumstances  which  had  its  inception  long 
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before  the  financial  stringency  was  felt  in  the  United  States.  Among 
the  chief  causes  of  the  disturbance  was  the  change  from  the  long 
credit  system  to  one  of  cash  payments  and  the  low  price  of  hemp. 

The  values  in  gold  of  the  declared  exports  from  the  Yucatan  con- 
sular district  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years  were 
as  follows:  1905,  $17,518,071;  1906,  $20,358,508,  and  1907,  $17,806,546. 


SAIiTIIiliO. 

By  Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetteb. 

The  Saltillo  consular  district  comprises  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
State  of  Coahuila  and  a  small  portion  of  the  northern  parts  of 
Zacatecas  and  San  Luis  Potosi.  With  the  exception  of  the  level  land 
in  the  northwestern  part,  which  might  be  considered  to  belong  to  the 
famous  "  Laguna  "  region,  most  of  the  area  of  this  district  is  moun- 
tainous or  so  broken  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  cultivation.  Among  these 
mountains  are  many  valleys  with  good  soil  and  with  the  temperature 
well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  wheat,  corn,  and  other  cereals,  but  the 
water  supply  is  not  sufficient  for  the  irrigation  of  all  lands  which 
otherwise  are  well  adapted  to  the  Rowing  of  these  crops. 

In  some  years  however,  there  is  sufficient  rainfall  to  allow  very 
good  harvests  of  wheat  from  lands  situated  high  in  the  mountains 
without  recourse  to  irrigation.  That  this  crop  may  be  a  success  it  is 
necessary  for  the  rains  to  come  during  January  or  February.  In 
1907  rains  did  not  come,  with  the  result  that  these  extra  plantings 
yielded  no  crop.  The  supply  of  water  for  irrigation  of  the  regular 
crop  was  also  small,  so  that  for  1907  the  entire  wheat  crop  of  this  dis- 
trict was  not  over  35  per  cent  of  th^  average. 

COTTON  GROWING INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Some  cotton  is  grown  in  this  district,  though  the  greater  part  of 
Mexico's  cotton  crop  is  grown  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Durango 
district.  The  cotton  crop,  on  account  of  the  dry  season,  was  also 
very  light,  the  yield  being  not  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  average. 
WTiile  the  chief  cotton-growing  area  mav  not  oe  in  this  district,  much 
of  the  capital  invested  comes  from  Saltillo,  and  the  failure  of  this 
crop  was  felt  here. 

Two  other  industries  in  which  much  native  capital  is  invested  in 
this  district  are  the  extraction  of  ixtle  fiber  and  the  raising  of  goats. 
Owing  to  the  financial  depression  in  the  United  States  during  the 
latter  months  of  the  year,  the  demand  for  both  ixtle  fiber  and  goat- 
skins slackened,  and  the  prices  received  were  much  reduced,  especially 
for  goatskins,  which,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  were  about  60  per  cent 
of  the  prices  in  January,  with  very  slow  sales. 

For  the  same  reason  the  mining  industries  suffered  severely,  the  low 
prices  for  copper,  silver,  lead,  and  zinc  in  the  United  States  making  it 
profitable  to  operate  only  those  mines  with  exceptionally  rich  ores. 
The  shipments  of  the  zinc  ore,  calamine,  showed  an  increase  for  the 
entire  year,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  confined  principally  to 
shipping  ore  which  had  been  mined  and  which  was  on  the  dumps. 
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INCBEASED  RUBBER  PRODUCTION — SMELTING  PLANTS. 

The  extraction  of  cnide  rubber  from  the  guaynle  shrub  showed  a 
great  increase,  about  400  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  previous  year, 
as  indicated  by  the  declared  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United 
States.  There  was  an  extensive  addition  built  to  the  Saltillo  rubber 
extraction  plant  during  the  year,  and  improved  processes  are  reported 
to  have  been  installed  in  other  plants.  The  cost  of  the  dry  shrub  has 
risen  during  the  year,  owing  partljr  to  increased  demand  and  partly 
to  the  greater  distance  of  the  remaining  supply  from  transportation 
lines.  It  is  generally  considered  that  the  supply  of  this  plant  still 
unharvested  will  last  the  existing  factories  irom  three  to  six  years 
more. 

During  the  year  a  large  smelting  plant  for  lead-silver  ores  was 
completed  at  Saltillo.  This  is  owned  by  an  English  corporation  and 
no  data  concerning  its  output  are  now  available.  A  smelter  for 
copper-bearing  ores  located  at  Concepcion  del  Oro  and  operated  by 
the  same  interests  was  in  continuous  operation  during  the  year,  the 
product  being  shipped  to  England. 

RAILROAD   CONSTRUCTION — ^BUILDING   OPERATIONS. 

In  railroad  construction  work  on  two  lines  was  completed  during 
1907  in  this  district,  the  largest  being  that  built  by  the  Mexican 
Central  Railway  from  Saltillo  north  to  Paredon  station  on  their 
Torreon-Monterey  line,  45  miles  long,  while  the  other  line  was  a 
short  branch  of  the  Coahuila  and  Zacatecas  Railway  to  new  mines 
near  Bonanza. 

In  late  years  much  attention  has  been  given  to  general  education 
by  the  State  of  Coahuila,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  construction  at 
Saltillo  of  a  building  for  the  normal  school  of  the  State.  This  is 
to  be  completed  in  1908  and  is  being  constructed  of  cut  stone  and 
brick  after  modem  designs.  The  cost  will  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $150,000  United  States  currency,  and  when  completed  this  building 
will  be  one  of  which  any  city  in  the  United  States  twice  the  size  of 
Saltillo  might  well  be  proud.  A  large  theatre,  in  the  construction 
of  which  the  State  aided  by  an  appropriation  is  also  being  erected. 
These  two  buildings  comprise  all  improvements  of  a  pubuc  nature 
under  way  in  1907. 

Financial  conditions  during  the  latter  part  of  1907  were  not  favor- 
able for  extension  of  trade  or  for  builoing  enterprises  by  concerns 
engaged  in  business.  About  March  it  began  to  be  diflScult  to  borrow 
money  from  the  banks  for  business  usas,  and  the  difficulty  steadily 
increased  from  then  to  the  end  of  the  year,  at  which  time  almost  no 
new  loans  were  being  made,  and  renewals,  even  to  firms  with  good 
credit  and  perfectly  solvent,  were  granted  only  upon  a  considerable 
cut  in  the  amount  of  them. 

A  new  bank  with  head  office  at  Torreon  was  organized  during 
the  year,  and  several  installments  of  the  subscribed  capital,  $8,000,000 
United  States  currency,  were  paid  in  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year.  Part  of  this  capital  came  from  Saltillo  and  other  parts  of 
this  consular  district,  but  the  bank  had  not  opened  for  business  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  imported  merchandise  sold  by 
merchants  at  Saltillo  comes  from  the  stocks  kept  by  general  agents 
and  wholesalers  located  in  Mexico  Citv  and  elsewhere  in  the  Republic, 
it  is  impossible  to  find  the  amount  oi  foreign  goods  sold  here  or  the 
countries  of  origin.  There  is  no  doubt,  however^  that  trade  is  in- 
creasing, for  the  testimony  of  persons  of  long  residence  is  generally 
to  the  effect  that  all  classes  of  the  population  are  much  more  pros- 
perous than  even  a  few  years  ago. 

EXPORTS  TO   THE   UNFTBD   STATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  declared  values  of  exports  from 
Saltillo  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Calamine 

$8,500 

1,461,592 

12,323 

7,170 

643,668 

i;236 

344,979 

7,189 

2,438 

184,694 

61,669 

18,328 

8,728 

611,015 

162,607 

897,163 

8,880 

8,840 

$120,454 

Copper  matte 

Guayule  (shrub) 

15,172 

Hair 

2.666 

Igtle 

522,966 

Rubber 

742,008 

Skins 

345,859 

Turpentine 

Other  articles -. 

2,426 

Total 

2,479,089 
1,898 

1,841,814 
3,723 

1,751,526 

American  goods  returned 

4,792 

Grand  total 

2,480,987 

1,345,537 

1,766,317 

TUXPAM. 

By  CoNsxjL  Alphonse  J.  Lespinasse. 

While  the  agricultural  possibilities  of  this  section  of  the  State  of 
Veracruz  are  boundless,  there  has  been  a  pronounced  decrease  in  the 
area  cultivated  and  variety  of  crops  produced  during  1907  as  com- 
pared with  former  years.  This  is  directly  attributable  to  the  scarcity 
of  labor,  which  has  reached  an  acute  stage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
annual  exodus  of  laborers  to  the  chicle  fields  of  Yucatan  is  continually 
draining  this  and  surrounding  regions  of  the  most  desirable  class  of 
small  native  farmers  upon  whom  this  section  depended  for  its  supply 
of  agricultural  products. 

As  a  result  or  this  abnormal  state  of  affairs,  all  agricultural  enter- 
prises here  have  been  greatly  reduced,  as  fully  75  per  cent  of  the 
laboring  and  agricultural  element  of  this  region  has  been  diverted 
from  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits. 

TRADE  or   THE   PORT. 

The  commerce  of  this  port  is  gradually  expanding,  and  with  the 
exception  of  an  insignificant  proportion  its  entire  import  and  export 
trade  is  controlled  by  firms  in  the  United  States.  There  was  a  per- 
ceptible stagnation  and  reduction  in  the  volume  of  business  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  1906,  directly  attributed 
to  the  recent  crisis  in  the  United  States,  but  this  contraction  will  only 
be  temporary  and  eventually  redound  to  the  benefit  and  expansion 
of  trade  relations  between  this  port  and  the  United  States,  as  soon 
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as  business  has  assumed  normal  conditions,  by  withdrawing  the  un- 
safe extension  of  injudicious  credits. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Tuxpam  during  1907  was  $36,168,  of 
which  the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $27,649;  Spain, 
$2,781;  France,  $2,094;  Germany,  $1,647;  United  Kingdom,  $733, 
and  $1,265  was  distributed  among  other  countries.  The  principal 
imports  and  the  countries  of  origin  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Cotmtries  and  articles. 

Value. 

Countriee  and  articles. 

Value. 

United  States: 

AsTicnltaral  implements 

$6,042  ; 

l!661 
8&4 
468 
588 
506 

8,968 

1,258 

1,883 

985 

215 

887 

3,788 

Spain: 

Brandy  

$778 

Onf>rnical*  nnd  anigR 

Cider 

722 

Cotton  goods .T 

Meats,  canned 

741 

Farinaceous  goods 

Shoes' 

503 

Pomitore 

Prance: 

Brandy. 

Ironware 

1,083 

Machinery 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods 

574 

Oilf       ^ 

V^retableand  animal 

Gennany: 

Cotton  goods 

1,647 

Olive 

United  Kingdom: 

China  ware 

Powder 

189 

Paper  and  paner  iroodfl 

Cotton  goods 

594 

Sheet  and  block  Un 

Wire,  barbed 

SALES   TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1906  showed  an  increase  of 
$439,940  over  1905,  but  a  decrease  of  $375,261  in  1907  from  1906. 
The  decrease  in  1907  was  attributed  to  the  falling  off  in  exports  of 
chicle  and  vanilla.  The  exports,  by  articles,  for  the  past  three  years 
were — 


Articles. 


Allspice . . . 

Chicle 

Hides 

Honey 

Rubber 

Skins,  deer 
Vanilla 


1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

S4.524 

t2,789 

1168 

103,637 

160,958 

119,664 

2,429 

2,913 

2,099 

4,902 

6,&59 

9,220 

14,010 

30,404 

17,942 

3,892 

11,569 

14,9^1 

104,243 

474,939 

60,895 

Articles. 


Woods: 

Cedar 

Postic 

Mahogany 

All  other  articles . 


1905. 


$45,585 

1,650 

80,471 

3,990 


Total 319,8 


1906. 


$44,913 

18 

23,523 

598 


1907. 


$131,848 

334 

26,767 

141 


759,273 


384,012 


THE   TUXPAM-TAMPICO    CANAL. 


Considerable  progress  was  made  on  the  Tuxpam-Tampico  Canal 
during  1907,  and  in  all  probability  the  entire  route  will  be  completed 
and  ready  for  traffic  during  1908  or  early  in  1909.  The  canal  is 
formed  by  a  succession  of  fallow  inland  lagoons  bordering  .on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  have  been  connected  and  dredged  the  necessary 
depth  to  admit  light  draft  vessels  plying  between  trie  above  points. 
The  total  length  of  the  canal  is  115  miles  and  it  will  have  an  average 
depth  of  6  leet  and  it  will  traverse  an  exceedingly  fertile  region, 
especially  at  its  southern  extremity.  The  lands  and  vegetation  in 
that  section  assume  a  strikingly  tropical  aspect  and  increase  in  fer- 
tility as  the  Tuxpam  Valley  is  approached. 

This  inland  water  course  will  eventually  become  the  outlet  for  the 

Products  of  this  and  the  adjoining  territory  between  Tuxpam  and 
'ampico.    Under  existing  conditions  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  freight  movement  of  the  different  tropical  products 
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which  will  follow  as  a  result  of  the  construction  of  this  waterway, 
but  it  will  undoubtedly  stimulate  numerous  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing industries  along  its  course.  A  vast  amount  of  freight  will 
have  to  be  transported  between  both  terminals,  therefore  it  seems  that 
in  the  near  future  there  will  be  an  opening  for  machinery,  such  as 
dredges  and  kindred  appliances,  also  specially  constructed  boats  and 
lighters. 

PRODUCTION  OP  PIBER  PLANTS. 

This  section  of  Mexico  is  extremely  prolific  in  fiber-producinfij 
plants,  such  as  zaupe,  pita,  cardon,  ana  a  variety  of  other  species  of 
more  or  less  importance,  but  the  pita  plant  greatly  outstrips  them  all 
in  every  respect.  The  pita  plant  grows  wild  in  this  region  in  areas 
of  10  to  1,000  acres,  but  its  fiber  has  never  been  utilized  on  a  com- 
mercial scale,  as  machinery  does  not  exist  to  satisfactorily  extract 
it.  Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  do  so,  but  results  have 
been  negative,  altnough  a  niunber  of  manufacturers  claim  that  they 
have  machines  which  will  accomplish  the  work.  Whenever  pita 
leaves  can  be  satisfactorily  decorticated  its  merits  will  be  fully 
appreciated  and  extensively  utilized  in  a  multitude  of  industries  re- 
quiring fiber  of  great  length,  fineness,  and  remarkable  tensile  strength. 

Pita  fiber  is  now  imperfectly  extracted  by  hand  in  small  quanti- 
ties for  local  consumption,  and  retails  at  60  cents,  Mexican,  per  pound. 
It  is  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  seines,  nets,  matting,  and  numer- 
ous other  articles  which  require  a  fiber  of  unusual  strength  and 
pliabilitjr,  such  as  lariats  for  lassoing  stocky  the  tensile  strength  of 
these  lariats  is  incredible,  as  the  most  fractious  animals  are  power- 
less when  fastened  with  them,  whereas  thev  easily  snap  other  kinds 
of  the  same  dimension  made  from  other  fibers.  The  pita  plant  is 
quite  distinct  from  the  agave  species,  in  which  are  included  the 
sisal  of  Yucutan  and  the  zapupe  of  this  region;  its  leaves  are  concave, 
very  slender,  and  about  2  inches  wide ;  they  vary  in  length  from  6  to 
8  feet  when  the  plant  has  reached  its  full  growth,  and  both  edges  are 
supplied  with  exceedingly  sharp  hook-like  thorns,  which  curve  in- 
wardly toward  the  edse  of  the  leaf.  It  requires  irom  two  to  three 
years  to  reach  its  full  development,  after  which  the  leaves  can  be  re- 
moved every  three  months.  The  amount  of  fiber  extracted  from  a 
single  leaf  is  about  one-fourth  ounce,  but  this  could  possibly  be  in- 
creased to  one-half  ounce  or  more  by  cultivation. 

The  crucial  test  of  three  years  required  to  bring  zapupe  plants 
to  their  full  development  has  been  successfully  accompliSied,  and 
during  1908  fiber  will  be  extracted  in  commercial  quantities  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  supply  manufacturers  of  cordag;e  and  other  indus- 
tries employing  fiber  in  large  quantities.  Conservative  estimates  place 
the  number  of  zapupe  plants  set  out  in  this  section  at  1,500,000,  and 
500,000  more  are  to  be  planted  during  1908.  Of  the  1,500,000  plants 
now  approaching  maturity  at  least  75  per  cent  will  have  reached  their 
full  development  in  1908.  Fiber  will  then  be  extracted  continuously 
and  on  an  increasing  scale  as  new  plantations  are  under  way,  and  no 
doubt  many  others  will  be  started  in  the  near  future. 

Machinery  has  already  been  purchased  by  the  most  important 
zapupe  company  here,  and  as  soon  as  the  complete  outfit  is  installed 
fiber  will  be  extracted  and  shipments  sent  to  the  United  States. 
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CULTIVATION   OF   CHILI    PEPPERS   AND   JICAMA. 

It  is  the  general  belief  among  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  chili  pepper  that  they  grow  on  trees  and  are  colored 
by  artificial  means.  This  is  an  erroneous  idea,  as  these  peppers  grow 
on  low  bushes  from  2  to  5  feet  high,  according  to  species,  and  their 
brilliant  red  hue  is  natural.  The  curing  process  simply  consists  in 
exposing  the  peppers  to  the  direct  heat  of  the  sun  until  they  become 
dry  and  attain  a  somewhat  leathery  condition.  As  the  process  pro- 
gresses the  color  of  the  pepper  changes  to  a  deep  blackish  glossy  pur- 
ple ;  when  this  stage  is  reached  it  is  thoroughly  cured  and  will  keep 
indefinitely.  Another  process  is  to  smoke  the  peppers;  those  cured  in 
this  manner  are  quite  dark  in  appearance,  but  are  equally  as  salable 
as  the  sun-dried. 

The  jicama  is  a  vegetable  almost  similar  in  appearance  to  the  turnip 
and  cultivated  in  the  same  manner.  It  is  extensively  consumed  by  all 
classes  here,  but  principally  by  the  Indians  in  its  raw  state.  It  is 
slightly  sweetish  and  juicy,  but  flavor  barely  noticeable.  Like  all  un- 
cooked vegetables,  it  has  a  peculiar  raw  taste,  but  if  properly  prepared 
and  cooked  it  would  probably  become  a  valuable  addition  to  the  list 
of  vegetables  cultivated  in  the  United  States.  It  would  prove  an 
acceptable  novelty  to  hotels  and  restaurants  in  search  of  something 
distinct  from  the  well-known  garden  and  field  products  of  northern 
latitudes. 

PETROLEUM   AND   ASPHALT   DEPOSITS. 

During  1907  one  English  and  two  American  companies  have  been 
engaged  at  different  points  throughout  this  region  in  boring  for  petro- 
leum and  extracting  asphalt.  A  number  of  wells  were  sunk  at  depths 
varying  from  1,800  to  2,800  feet,  but  the  most  that  can  be  claimed  by 
those  engaged  in  this  work  is  that  encouraging  indications  were  founa, 
and  in  two  instances  a  slight  flow  of  oil  was  obtained,  but  too  insig- 
nificant in  quantity  to  be  utilized  for  commercial  purposes.  The  oil 
so  far  obtained  has  an  asphalt  base,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  it 
can  be  employed  for  illuminating  purposes,  being  too  dense  and 
heavily  impregnated  with  asphalt  to  admit  of  its  refinement  profit- 
ably. This,  however,  by  no  means  signifies  that  illuminating  oii  does 
not  exist  in  this  locality,  as  wells  were  successfully  sunk  at  Papantla, 
this  State,  and  about  60  miles  southeast  from  here,  where  oil  oi  excel- 
lent illuminating  properties  was  found.  It  is  reported  that  one  of 
the  wells  has  a  capacity  of  200  barrels  a  day. 

Extensive  surface  deposits  of  asphalt  exist  at  various  points  in  this 
section  of  the  State  of  Veracruz,  but  until  recently  have  not  been  util- 
ized. The  company  now  engaged  in  shipping  asphalt  is  operating  on 
a  limited  scale,  only  obtaimng  the  necessary  supply  which  it  needs 
to  meet  the  conditions  of  paving  contracts  it  has  at  different  points 
in  this  Republic.  The  territory  they  have  provisionally  leased  only 
forms  a  small  proportion  of  the  extensive  area  of  surface  asphalt 
which  exists  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  the  most  important  hav- 
ing been  leased  or  purchased  by  American  and  English  corporations. 
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VBBAORUZ. 

By  CJoNSUL  William  W.  Canada- 

The  total  value  of  all  imports  through  the  port  of  Veracruz  during 
the  calendar  year  1907  was  $32,546,824.  The  imports  by  leading  coun- 
tries are  shown  in  the  following  statement,  values  being  given  in 
United  States  currency : 


Countries. 


United  States... 
United  Kingdom 

France 

Germany 

Spain 

Belgium , 


Value. 


$8,310,815 
6,642,375 
6,660,824 
6,695,379 
2,511,722 
678,615 


Countries. 


Austria 

Canada 

Italy 

Other  countries. 


Value. 


$375,147 

65,474 

614.079 

2,002,3»4 


Total 32,M6,824 


IMPORT  TRADE — SHARE   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  imports,  by  articles,  and  the  share  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  calendar  year  1907,  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

From 
United 
States. 

li 
Total.                       Articles. 

Prom 
United 
States. 

Total. 

Animal  products 

Cloth  and  textures 

$510,573 

169,262 

1,218,012 

251,095 

3,655,8(i3 

1,632,800 

248,976 

$2,363,870 
4,987,687 
3, 756, 956 

Liquors,  mineral  waters, 
etc .* 

$53,602 

56,766 

196,328 

417.688 

$2,285,657 

Vegetable  products 

Paper  and  manufactures. 

Mineral  products 

Maohinerv 

Arms 

280,431 

1,873,289 
8,9.^,162 
3, 849, 544 
1,769,977 

Vehicles     

678i051 

All  other  articles 

Total 

1,743,260 

Chemical  products 

8,810,815 

32,  M6, 824 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$5,642,375,  and  consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Animal 
products,  worth  $147,519;  machinery,  $969,990;  vehicles,  $131,161- 
mineral  products,  $1,913,957;  cloth' and  textures,  $1,535,608;  and 
chemical  products,  $279,206.  France  supplied  articles  worth  $5,650,- 
824,  among  which  were  cloth  and  textures  valued  at  $1,385,064: 
liquors,  mineral  waters,  etc.,  $1,313,328;  animal  products,  $463,522; 
mineral  products,  $575,560;  paper,  and  manufactures,  $364,720;  and 
machinery,  $300,470.  Germany's  imports  were  valued  at  $6,695379. 
The  leading  articles  were:  Mineral  products,  worth  $2,225,204;  cloth 
and  textures,  $1,134,529;  chemical  products,  $814,224;  machinery, 
$780,404;  and  animal  products,  $423,403.  The  imports  from  Spam 
during  the  year  amounted  to  $2,511,722,  the  principal  articles  being 
as  follows:  Liquors,  mineral  waters,  etc.,  worth  $715,812;  paper,  and 
manufactures,  $352,977;  animal  products,  $433,901;  and  vegetable 
products,  $501,150. 

The  value  oi  the  exports  passing  through  the  port  of  Veracruz  dur- 
ing the  calendar  year  1907  was  $23,878,592.  Of  this  amount  the 
United  Kingdom  took  articles  valued  at  $7,773,159.  The  United 
States  came  next  with  purchases  worth  $7,606,974,  followed  by  Ger- 
many and  France  with  shipments  valued  at  $3,452,944  and  $2,773,159, 
respectively. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  DETAIL. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the 
calendar  years  of  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  show  a  steady  decrease,  al- 
though the  decline  is  not  very  remarkable.     This  was  due  in  a  great 
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measure  to  the  fact  that  invoices  are  now  issued  at  points  where  for- 
merly no  consular  office  existed,  and  also  to  the  strict  compliance  with 
consular  regulations  enforced  at  this  office.  The  heaviest  decline  is 
noticeable  in  the  shipments  of  coflfee,  but  this  is  probably  due  to  the 
locating  of  a  consulate  at  Jalapa.  The  total  declared  vahie  for  coffee 
in  1906  was  $2,428,783,  as  against  $736,147  in  1907.  Copper  bars 
also  show  a  marked  decline,  mainly  due  to  the  financial  conditions  that 
compelled  the  temporary  closing  of  the  mines. 

Sugar  is  another  article  that  was  affected.  In  1905  the  value  ex- 
ported was  $267,281,  whereas  in  1906  the  value  reached  was  only 
^6,420.  The  trade  seems  to  have  recovered  somewhat  in  1907,  for  the 
value  reached  the  sum  of  $112,751.  The  production  has  steadily  in- 
creased during  the  last  few  years,  but  the  prices  obtained  have  not 
been  satisfactory  to  the  producers,  and  as  a  consequence  many  have 
turned  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  cane  alcohol,  which  seems 
to  give  better  results. 

The  fall  in  the  value  of  the  vanilla  bean  is  due  to  the  use  of  a 
cheaper  substitute,  and  what  was  formerly  a  very  costly  product  is 
not  a  very  desirable  investment  now.  This  accounts  for  the  steady 
decline  in  value  and  exports  for  a  long  time  past. 

Amonff  the  exports  that  call  for  special  notice  is  cotton.  Mexico 
exported  none  through  this  port  during  the  years  of  1905  and  1906, 
but  in  1907  raw  cotton  was  exported  to  the  value  of  $696,785.64. 

Chicle  is  a  product  which  has  advanced  from  $8,936  in  1905  to  the 
declared  value  of  $210,309  in  1907.  The  article  is  shipped  to  this 
port  by  steamer  direct  from  the  new  territory  of  Quintana  Roo,  on 
the  east  coast  of  Yucatan.  Shipments  of  crude  glycerin  from  Vera- 
cruz are  not  likely  to  be  increased,  as  the  article  is  a  by-product  of  a 
soap  factory,  the  capacity  of  which  will  not  l)e  increasea.  Seed  rice 
seems  to  be  in  demand,  exports  having  doubled  each  succeeding  year. 

Crude-rubber  exports,  though  insignificant  in  vahie,  show  an  in- 
crease; this,  however,  is  all  wild  rubber  and  not  from  cultivated  trees. 

Hides  and  skins,  as  well  as  leaf  tobacco,  show  a  marked  increase  in 
exports. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  exports  declared  at  Veracruz  to  the  United  Statas 
during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 


'       1905. 


Broom  root 

Chicle  gum j 

Coffee j    2, 

Cotton,  raw 

Fruit 

Glycerin,  crude 


«0.  li»'2 
428, 7Ha 


Hides. 

Jalap  root 

Metals:  Copper,  bar 1 

Rice 


Rubber,  crude 

Skins 

Suffar,  refined 

Tobacco,  etc 

Vanilla  beans 

Woods 

All  other  articles 

•  

Total 4,429,469 

Coin:  Silver '  1,221 

Returned  American  goods i        37,972 


•I 


5.223 

6,843 

29,045 

5,074 

,338.113 

19,891 

21,890 

27,853 

267,281 

7,590 

214,774 

17,416 

24,565 


Grand  total 4,468,662 


1906.        I 

^,037 
88,110  , 
1,178,083  , 


18,471 
6,936 

M,009  ' 
6,176 
2,048,  100 

86,942  I 

51,034 
9,500 

56,420  , 

74,756 
141, 5W  j 

13,421 


5,531 


1907. 

«31,066 

210, 309 

736,147 

696,786 

6,211 

7,013 

106,846 

6,327 

1,897,674 

55,261 

137,275 

17,726 

112.751 

118,393 

107,485 

39,035 

3,377 


3,827,423 

616,027 

42,317 


4,288.681 
35.584 
28,862 


4,385,767         4,363,117 
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The  diflference  existing  between  the  records  of  this  consulate  in 
the  case  of  declared  exports  for  the  year  1907  and  such  data  as  were 
obtained  from  Mexican  Government  sources  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  not  only  this  consular  district,  but  also  the  States  of  More- 
los,  Hidalgo,  Tlaxcala,  Puebla,  Oaxaca,  as  well  as  the  district  of 
Jalapa,  ship  goods  through  this  port  to  the  United  States,  but  this 
consulate  does  not  certify  to  any  invoices  from  those  sections  of  the 
country.  The  single  item  of  coffee  from  the  Jalapa  and  Oaxaca  dis- 
tricts is  a  heavy  factor  in  itself. 

Then,  again,  certain  merchandise  invoiced  at  this  consulate  does 
not  appear  as  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  export  to  the  United 
States,  because  these  goods  have  gone  overland,  frequently  direct 
from  points  in  the  interior  located  within  this  jurisdiction.  Ship- 
ments have  been  made  via  Habana,  where  they  were  reshipped  to 
the  United  States,  but  the  records  at  the  custom-house  would  show 
these  goods  as  having  been  exported  to  Cuba.  Finally,  it  frequently 
happens  that  merchandise  is  snipped  to  the  United  States  and  so  en- 
tered at  the  custom-house  here,  but  these  goods  are  only  in  transit 
and  are  reshipped  to  some  other  country.  In  this  instance  the  Gov- 
ernment records  would  show  that  these  goods  were  exported  to  the 
United  States.  The  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  shipments  from 
the  interior — coffee,  for  instance — are  declared  at  an  arbitrary  figure 
for  purpose  of  clearance  at  the  custom-house,  while  invoices  presented 
for  certification  must  show  exact  values,  including  all  expenses  of 
shipment,  freight  charges,  port  dues,  etc. — in  fact,  the  exact  value  of 
the  merchandise. 

PORT  OF  OOATZACOALCOS. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  the  port  of  Coatzacoalcos  during 
1907  was  $2,043,037,  apportioned  as  follows :  From  the  United  States, 
$763,834;  United  Kingdom,  $948,160;  Germany,  $193,585;  Be^iumj 
$70,984;  Spain,  $35,606;  France,  $18,551;  and  all  other  countries, 
$12,317. 

While  Great  Britain  sent  more  goods  to  this  port  for  the  year 
1907  than  any  other  nation,  it  is,  however,  but  a  temporary  suprem- 
acy, due  to  the  fact  that  the  contractors  for  the  ports  of  Coatzacoalcos 
and  Salina  Cruz  imported  the  greater  part  of  all  their  materials  from 
that  country;  also,  there  has  recently  been  constructed  at  Minatitlan, 
near  this  port,  a  large  petroleum  plant,  all  of  the  materials  for  which 
came  from  England.  The  normal  importations  for  Great  Britain 
probably  will  not  exceed  $300,000  per  year,  and  consist  of  coal,  cor- 
rugated iron,  crockery,  a  better  grade  of  cotton  goods,  thread,  and 
liquors. 

The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  were  sugar  machin- 
ery, boilers  and  engmes,  lumber,  coal,  crude  petroleum,  hardware  and 
tools,  paints  and  oils,  railway  material,  barbed  wire,  shoes,  men's 
furnishing  goods,  tinned  provisions  of  all  kinds,  and  liquors. 

Germany  supplied  cement,  hardware,  toys,  cotton  goods,  etc.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  importations  from  Germany  are  consumed  in  the 
States  of  Chiapas  and  Oaxaca,  where  several  large  German  importing 
firms  are  located. 

France  and  Spain  sent  mostly  wines  and  brandies;  France  sends 
some  silk  also.  Spain  furnishes  shoes  and  linen  shirts;  these  are 
sold  only  to  Spaniards. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  from  Coatzacoalcos  during  the  calendar 
years  1907  amounted  to  $147,199,  of  which  the  Unit^  States  took 
articles  worth  $132,434.  The  items  were:  Hides,  valued  at  $66,792; 
coffee,  $26,476;  rubber,  $11,448;  mahogany,  $6,065;  deerskins,  $7,786; 
alligator  skins,  $3,607;  dyewoods,  $2,478;  henequen,  $3,238;  and  all 
other  articles,  $545. 

PORT  OF  FRONTBBA. 

Frontera  is  the  principal  i>ort  of  the  State  of  Tabasco.  It  is  not 
only  the  natural  gateway  to  the  interior  of  the  State,  but  also  to  the 
State  of  Chiapas.  The  town  is  siuated  on  the  Grijalva  River.  At 
present  the  bar  off  the  harbor  front  extends  for  one  and  one-half 
miles  between  two  extreme  points  of  the  land.  The  maximum  depth 
of  water  in  the  channel  leading  up  the  river  is  10  feet  and  the  mini- 
mum 7  feet,  varying  slightly  from  these  measurements  when  the  river 
is  high  and  the  current  strong.  From  the  bar  to  the  custom-house 
wharf  is  a  distance  of  three  and  one-half  miles,  and  after  crossing 
the  bar  from  30  to  40  feet  of  water  is  found  in  the  river  for  more  than 
10  miles  beyond  the  custom-house  At  this  point,  where  the  Usuma- 
cinta  River  empties  into  the  Grijalva,  the  former  is  navigable  for 
more  than  150  miles  for  any  vessel  able  to  pass  over  the  bar.  The 
Grijalva  is  also  navigable  as  far  as  San  Juan  Bautista,  the  capital 
of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  and  72  miles  from  Frontera.  The  deepen- 
ing of  the  entrance  to  this  harbor  would  imdoubtedly  do  much  for 
the  development  of  this  part  of  Mexico. 

THE  rOBEION  TRADE. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Frontera  during  the  calendar  year 
1907  amounted  to  $603,343,  United  States  currency.  Of  these  im- 
ports the  United  States  furnished  $229,762  worth  of  articles,  eighteen 
other  countries  supplving  the  remainder.     The   imports  consisted 

grincipally  of  the  followmg  articles:  Cottons,  drills,  drugs,  butter, 
ardware,  oils,  groceries,  fencing  wire,  paints,  etc. 
The  total  exports  during  the  year  were  valued  at  $697,514,  and 
consisted  of  hides,  bananas,  skins,  chicle,  etc.    The  declared  value  of 
exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  was  $434,266,  the  principal 
items  being  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles.  ,   Value.  Articles. 


Bananas i    fl0,019  j   Mahogany 

0)ffee 96,066  I   Rubber 

Odar 7,861     Other  articlee . 

Chicle 14,639  I, 

Feathers 2,206  1             Total.... 

Hides 51,630  ,1 


Value. 


$147,432 

103,766 

1,648 


484,266 


BANANA   CULTURF.  AND  SHIPMENTS. 


Frontera  is  destined  to  be  of  importance  as  an  exportation  point 
for  bananas.  Many  acres  are  being  planted,  and  Americans  are 
buying  up  lands  along  the  rivei-sides  and  planting  large  quantities 
of  banana  trees.  An  American  company  recently  opened  a  planta- 
tion for  the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  at  a  distance  of  about  50  niiles 
from  this  port,  near  the  town  of  Jonuta,  on  the  Usumacinta  River, 
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and  the  company  imported  50,000  banana  plants  from  Honduras 
for  improving  the  plantation.  Another  syndicate  of  Mexicans  have 
formed  a  company  and  will  set  out  1,000,000  plants  in  the  near 
future. 

Shipments  are  now  being  made  from  this  vicinity  of  from  15,000 
to  20,000  bunches  per  month.  This  amount,  however,  will  be  greatly 
increased  later  on,  as  the  banana  is  a  prolific  grower  and  producer 
in  all  parts  of  the  State  of  Tabasco.    The  short  distance  from  this 

Kort  to  the  United  States  would  seem  to  make  this  a  proposition  to 
e  looked  into  by  Americans,  There  is  a  line  of  steamers  running 
between  Frontera  and  Galveston,  but  most  of  the  traffic  is  done  by 
a  fleet  of  light-draft  steamers  that  practically  monopolize  the  coast- 
wise trade. 

CENTRAL.  AMERICA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Guatemala,  British 
Honduras,  Honduras,  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  and  Panama, 
in  Central  America,  is  herewith  given.  In  addition  to  the  consular 
reports,  some  facts  have  been  gathered  from  other  sources  covering 
the  trade  of  1907  and  for  part  of  1908,  so  far  as  totals  are  concerned. 

Guatemala  had  not  fully  recovered  in  1907  from  the  effects  of  the 
war  with  Salvador  in  1906.  The  total  of  the  trade,  however,  was 
greater  in  1907,  while  the  income  from  customs  was  20  per  cent  greater 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  premium  on  United  States 
gold  rose  300  points  in  1907,  averaging  1,150  per  cent,  and  for  the 
first  half  of  1908, 1,600  per  cent.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
formed  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the  total,  and  those  from  the  United 
Kingdom  nearly  22  per  cent,  with  Germany  about  the  a^me,  and 
France  furnishing  6  per  cent  of  the  total.  Cotton  goods  lead  in  the 
imports  of  Guatemala,  and  of  those  the  United  States  furnished  less 
than  one-half  as  much  as  the  United  Kingdom.  The  United  States 
also  furnished  less  rice  than  Germany,  and  only  one-third  as  much 
of  the  beer  imported  as  did  Germany.  The  United  States  also  fur- 
nished less  of  the  agricultural  and  laborers'  tools  imported  than  did 
either  the  United  Kingdom  or  Germany,  but  more  of  artisans'  tools. 
The  United  States  was  much  behind  Germany  in  furnishing  the  impor- 
tations of  ironware  for  domestic  purposes,  but  the  United  States 
lead  in  machinery.  Germany  was  ahead  again  in  electrical  appli- 
ances and  material,  and  in  perfumery,  glassware,  earthenware,  etc. 
The  United  States  was  behind  both  Germany  and  the  United  King- 
dom in  leather  goods,  and  behind  the  latter  in  furnishing  paper  and 
stationery. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  export  of  Guatemala,  and  Germany  took  54 
per  cent,  the  United  States  nearly  33  per  cent,  and  the  United  King- 
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dom  11  per  cent  of  the  coffee  exported  in  1907.  Germany  took  95 
per  cent  of  the  export  of  cowhides.  The  United  States  takes  con- 
siderable goods  exported  by  way  of  British  Honduras  and  Mexico, 
and  credits  the  latter  countries  with  them.  In  1907  Germany  took 
a  little  over  52  per  cent  of  Guatemala's  direct  exports,  the  United 
States  nearly  34  per  cent,  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Hon- 
duras nearly  11  per  cent.  Guatemala  inaugurated  in  January,  1908, 
a  railroad  195  miles  long,  connecting  with  Puerto  Barrios  on  the 
Atlantic,  forming  an  interocean  road  of  great  advantage  in  opening 
up  new  coimtry.  A  contract  signed  in  connection  with  the  Pan- 
American  railway  system  for  100  miles  through  Guatemala,  and 
another  contract  made  in  Salvador  to  build  the  line  from  Santa  Ana, 
n  Salvador,  to  the  Guatemalan  frontier,  will  open  the  way  when 
completed  for  railway  traffic  from  Salvador  to  Canada.  Another 
railway  imder  the  system  which  imites  Mexico  and  Guatemala  is 
nearly  finished.  Salvador  has  no  Atlantic  outlet,  and  this  proposed 
railway  system  will  shorten  the  trip  from  that  coimtry  to  Europe  by 
seven  days.  The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Guatemala  in 
the  calendar  year  1908  were  $1,743,849,  as  compared  with  $2,310,593 
in  1907  and  $2,980,072  in  1906,  showing  a  very  considerable  decline. 
The  imports  from  Guatemala  in  1908  were  $1,902,911,  as  compared 
with  $4,243,795  in  1907  and  $2,822,020  in  1906. 

As  the  products  of  Central  America  are  largely  exported  to  the 
United  States,  a  greater  proportion  of  their  imports  should  come 
from  this  country.  So  far  as  British  Honduras  is  concerned,  not- 
withstanding that  it  is  a  British  colony,  the  United  States  furnished, 
in  1907,  $1,360,917  of  its  imports,  as  compared  with  $665,009  fur- 
nished by  the  United  Kingdom.  Those  are  the  official  British  sta- 
tistics. Of  the  exports,- the  United  States  took  $1,146,808  and  the 
United  Kingdom  $454,102.  In  other  words,  the  United  States  sup- 
plied 56.34  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  its 
colonies  27.75  per  c^nt.  Even  in  cotton  goods  the  United  States 
supplied  $186,168  worth,  as  compared  with  $175,811  supplied  by  the 
UnitedKingdom  and$17,748  furnished  by  Germany.  That  is  a  reversal 
of  the  usual  practice  concerning  the  sale  of  cotton  goods  to  foreign 
countries,  and  is  probably  due  in  part  to  the  better  transportation 
facilities  between  British  Honduras  and  the  United  States.  In  drugs 
and  chemicals,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  and  rope  and  twine  the  United 
States  supplies  the  greater  part  consumed  by  the  comparatively  small 
population  of  British  Honduras.  The  prolonged  drought  in  1907 
affected  the  trade  of  that  coimtry  and  decreased  its  exports  of  mahog- 
any and  other  woods,  though  there  was  an  increase  in  the  exports  of 
rubber,  cocoa,  rum,  sugar,  and  chicle.  Norwegian  vessels  are  dis- 
placing British  vessels  in  the  fruit  trade  between  British  Honduras 
and  the  United  States.     The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Brit- 
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ish  Honduras  were  $1,164,638  in  1908,  as  compared  with  $1,342,625 
in  1907;  but  the  imports  were  $830,241  in  1908,  an  increase  of 
$92,862  over  1907. 

Honduras  was  greatly  disturbed  in  1907  by  the  war  which  began 
in  December,  1906,  and  did  not  end  imtil  the  following  March.  This 
situation  was  made  worse  by  the  drought  and  the  failure  of  the  com 
crop,  this  crop  being  of  great  importance  to  that  country.  It  was 
officially  stated  that  it  was  not  possible  to  get  returns  of  imports 
and  exports  from  two  of  the  ports  on  the  northern  coast  for  several 
months,  owing  to  the  war.  The  imports  were  slightly  le3s  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  as  were  also  the  exports.  The  United  States 
took  89  per  cent  of  the  exports,  while  the  imports  from  this  coun- 
try were  slightly  less  in  value,  amounting  to  about  $1,600,000  for 
the  year  ended  July,  1907,  as  compared  with  $270,000  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  $210,000  from  Germany.  There  are  few  indus- 
trial enterprises  in  Honduras,  lai^ely  due  to  the  lack  of  transports^ 
tion  routes.  When  sufficient  transportation  is  provided,  a  much 
greater  trade  can  be  expected  with  that  country.  The  chief  exports 
now  are  cattle,  hides,  bananas,  and  cocoanuts,  with  bananas  largely  in 
the  lead.  The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Honduras  in  1908 
were  in  value  $1,540,208,  as  compared  with  $1,809,039  in  1907  and 
$1,896,204  in  1906.  The  imports  in  1908  were  of  the  value  of 
$1,946,838,  as  compared  with  $2,477,586  in  1907  and  $2,204,702  m 
1906.  Honduras  has  one  chartered  bank  at  the  capital  with  some 
branches,  but  the  American  consul  states  that  it  is  not  a  commercial 
bank,  of  which  there  is  great  need  in  that  country.  The  soil  is  fertile 
and  rich  in  mineral  resources  and  the  climate  pleasant  and  healthy, 
but  no  aid  is  offered  toward  industrial  development.  The  standard 
of  hving  is  low,  wages  low,  and  many  find  it  difficult  to  secure  employ- 
ment at  any  price.  In  order  to  secure  exchange  on  a  foreign  countiy 
it  has  to  be  purchased  from  a  fruit  company. 

Salvador  reUes  largely  on  its  coffee  exports.  For  the  first  quarter 
of  1908  the  total  exports  amoimted  to  $2,940,535,  of  which  coffee 
comprised  $2,392,530.  The  United  States  took  less  of  this  coffee  than 
did  France  or  Germany.  The  crop  in  1907  was  less  than  half  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  country  is  rich  in  minerals,  though  they 
are  developed  to  a  comparatively  small  extent.  The  United  States 
took  about  twice  as  much  in  value  of  the  exports  of  Salvador  in  1907 
as  any  other  coimtry,  and  furnished  of  imports  about  one-fifth  as 
much  in  value  as  it  took  of  the  exports,  and  very  Uttle  more  than  was 
furnished  by  the  United  Kingdom.  The  chief  articles  of  impK)rt  were 
cotton  goods,  in  which  tho  United  Kingdom  took  the  lead.  The 
United  States  exported  to  Salvador  in  the  year  1908  $1,404,573,  as 
compared  with  $1,592,473  in  1907.  The  imports  from  Salvador  in 
1908  were  $1,033,350,  as  compared  with  $1,191,701  in  1907.     These 
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figures  do  not  agree  with  those  of  Salvador  as  furnished  by  the 
United  States  consul. 

The  latest  statistics  sent  by  the  consul  at  the  Nicaraguan  capital 
of  the  trade  of  that  country  were  for  the  year  1906.  The  official 
retiums  of  the  United  States  show  exports  to  Nicaragua  for  the  year 
1908  of  $1,297,163,  as  compared  with  $1,790,598  in  1907  and 
$2,041,231  in  1906.  The  imports  from  Nicaragua  in  1908  were 
$1,034,131,  as  compared  with  $1,202,878  in  1907  and  $1,331,172  in 
1906.  Thus  there  was  a  decUne  each  year  in  both  exports  to  and 
imports  from  that  country.  According  to  the  figures  of  Nicaragua 
for  1906,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  were  in  value  $2,492,480 
and  the  imports  from  this  country  $1,914,961.  In  other  words,  the 
exports  were  nearly  twice  the  value  recorded  in  this  coimtry  of 
imports  from  Nicaragua,  while  the  imports  into  that  country  were  less 
than  our  reported  exports.  Railroetd  faciUties  are  needed  in  Nica- 
ragua, as  in  the  other  Central  American  countries.  The  United 
States  takes,  according  to  the  Nicaraguan  figures,  about  six  times  as 
much  in  value  of  the  exports  of  that  country  as  any  other  nation, 
France  coming  second,  while  the  United  States  suppUes  of  the  imports 
a  little  over  twice  as  much  as  does  the  United  Kingdom. 

Costa  Rica  is  a  coimtry  from  which  the  United  States  imports 
almost  twice  as  much  in  value  as  it  sends  to  it  in  exports.  In  1908  the 
exports  to  Costa  Rica  were  $2,196,459  in  value,  as  compared  with 
$2,840,539  in  1907.  The  imports  were  $4,004,629  in  1908,  as  com- 
pared with  $5,281,877  in  1907.  According  to  the  figures  of  Costa 
Rica,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were  $3,723,384  in  value  in 
1907  and  the  exports  to  this  country  $4,373,846.  But  as  the  imports 
are  mainly  direct,  and  the  expovia  also,  the  figures  of  the  United 
States  are  probably  more  nearly  accurate.  There  •is  a  large  trade 
with  Costa  Rica  in  bananas,  of  which  the  United  States  takes  two- 
thirds  of  the  product  exported  from  that  country.  There  was  an 
increase  in  both  imports  and  exports,  according  to  the  figures  of 
Costa  Rica,  in  1907.  According  to  the  report  of  the  British  consul, 
the  United  States  furnished  50  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Costa 
Rica  in  1907,  the  United  Kingdom  23  per  cent,  Germany  11  per  cent, 
and  France  5  per  cent.  Textiles  formed  one-third  of  the  total  of  the 
imports,  and  the  United  Kingdom  was  largely  in  the  lead  in  supply- 
ing the  cotton  and  wool  goods.  In  1907  the  United  States  supplied 
cotton  cloths  of  the  value  of  $306,209 ;  the  United  Kingdom,  $545,484 ; 
and  Grermany,  $144,981.  This  would  indicate  that  the  United  States 
could  do  a  much  larger  trade  if  sufficient  effort  were  made  to  that  end. 

Opportimity  for  the  extension  of  sales  of  American  manufactured 
goods  in  Central  America  are  large,  particularly  as  the  United  States 
purchases  the  greater  part  of  the  products  of  those  countries. 
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REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  aUATEMALA. 

By  Vice-Consul-Gen EEAL  William  Owen,  Guatemala  Citt. 

The  total  foreign  commerce  of  Guatemala  in  1907  amounted  to 
$17,491,060,  of  which  $7,316,574  were  imports  and  $10,174,486 
exports.  The  trade  in  1906  was  valued  at  $14,357,032 — imports 
$7,220,760  and  exports  $7,136,272.  In  1906  the  imports  amounted 
to  $6,844,444  and  the  exports  $8,237,756.  The  percentage  of  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  in  1906,  1906,  and  1907  was  45,  42, 
and  40;  Germany,  21,  23,  and  22;  United  Kingdom,  23,  21,  and  22; 
and  other  countries,  11,  14,  and  16. 

The  leading  items  of  import  from  the  United  States,  Germany, 
United  Kingdom,  and  all  other  countries  in  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


United       r^Armanv.        United     I      Ottier 
StAtes.        ^"nan>-     Kingdom.  ,  countries. 


Beer '  $14, 

BreadstufTs:  , 

Corn I  3, 

Flour 391, 

Wheat 7. 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 4 

Chinaware 1, 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 22. 

Fabrics 362, 

Electrical  apparatus  and  supplies 11, 

Glassware 6, 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Galvanized  roofing 9, 

Ilardware  and  machinery 156, 

Railway  material 4 13, 

Safes 1, 

Sewing  machines 21 , 

Typewriters 4, 

Wire 17, 

Rice 13, 

Silk  goods 11, 

Woolen  goods 2, 


134  ; 

7fl8 
810  I 
706  I 
253  i 
280  ' 


134,092 

18,508 

$1,5M 

3 

1,170 
23,444 

660 
1.060 

257 
5,5S2 

099 

430I 

516 

233,773 

061 

28.325 

260 

16,291 

259 

28,707 

997 

108,682 

245 

8,002 

601 

1,063 

261 

3,769 

874 

542 

775 

4,753 

550 

16.808 

761 

39,069 

244 

46,566 

10 

771,464 

1,190 

1,334 

34,728 
91,655 

3,848 
19 

2,121 
219 

1,892 

1,646 
21,947 
28,218 


7.468 

106,232 

661 

10,533 

8,290 

16.339 

97,40B 

120 


132 

2,718 

2.258 

111,124 

17,830 


The  article.s  of  export  in  1905,  1906,  and  1907  are  shown  in  the 
following  stateAent: 


Articles. 


Bananas 

Chicle 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Hide? 

Rublxjr 

Skins 

Sugar 

\Vootls 

All  other  articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


$122,824 

1155,099 

66,357 

63,291 

371 

134 

7,2»7,347 

6,150.696 

213,469 

280,568 

184.023 

194.068 

17,742 

20,119 

97,797 

47,188 

219,331 

178.  437 

18,497 

47,688 

1907. 


Total 1    8,237,758  |    7,136,272 


1179,904 

68,553 

1  498 

9, 019,' 949 

292,928 

196,080 

21,409 

142,163 

236,464 

16,480 


10,174,486 


The  percentage  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906,  and 
1907  was  35,  30,  and  34;  Germany,  50,  53,  and  52;  United  Kingdom, 
13,  12,  and  10;  and  other  countrie.s,  2,  5,  and  4.  The  percentage  of 
coffee  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1907  was  32,  Germany  64, 
United  Kingdom  11,  and  other  countries  3;  hides.  United  States  4, 
Germany  95,  and  other  countries  1 ;  rubber.  United  States  63, 
Germany  34,  and  other  countries  3;  and  sugar,  United  States  86, 
United  Kingdom  11,  and  other  countries  3. 
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The  coffee  crop  of  1907  was  the  smallest  smce  that  of  1902,  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  the  eruption  of  the  volcano,  Santa  Maria.  The 
crop  of  1906  was  the  largest  ever  harvested  in  this  Republic.  The 
exact  return  for  mahogany  and  cedar  wood  cut  and  exported  is 
probably  underestimated,  as  much  of  the  wood  is  shipped  to  the 
United  States  through  Mexico  and  British  Honduras. 

The  debt  of  the  Kepublic  in  1906  was  $11,672,288,  gold,  and  in 
1907,  $12,360,032.  The  revenues  in  1907  amounted  to  $35,297,822, 
while  the  expenditures  were  $51,951,660. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906, 
and  1907  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

IM,376 
3,209,097 
28,163 
35,042 
16,718 
37,474 
370 

1906. 

1907. 

n^n»ni». . , 

$138,469 
2,4U,640 
26,186 
61,964 
18,781 
26,072 
937 

$160,880 

Coffee 

3,548,630 

H«H«t  tmti  rMtw 

23,712 

Mi^^nc^riy                                    

42,074 

Rubber 

18,932 

Sugjir.  .        

80,989 

Other  articles 

1,396 

Total 

3,421,240 
1,891 

2,684,048 
1,915 

^     3,876,624 

Returned  American  goods 

1,231 

Grand  total 

3,423,131 

2,685,963 

3,877,855 

The  exports  of  coffee  from  the  agency  at  Champerico  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  amounted  to  40,408,907  pounds; 
skins,   15,021  pounds;  rubber,  108,150  pounds;  dry  hides,  241,141 

Sounds;  sugar,  691,172  pounds;  and  other  articles,  92,511  pounds, 
tf  the  coffee  exported  during  the  year  the  United  States  took 
14,070,985  pounds;  Germany,  22,745,332  pounds;  United  EJngdom, 
2,873,345  pounds;  France,  276.164  pounds;  Chile,  250,346  pounds; 
and  Spam,  192,734  pounds.  Tne  exports  of  coffee  from  Champerico 
in  the  year  ended  dune  30,  1908,  amounted  to  25,325,902  pounds. 


REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  BEITISH  HONDUEAS. 

By  Consul  William  L.  Avery,  Belize. 

The  total  exports  from  British  Honduras  in  1907  amounted  to 
$2,211,036,  of  which  articles  valued  at  $1,146,808  went  to  the  United 
States.  The  exports  from  the  colony,  with  those  to  the  United 
States,  and  also  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
during  the  past  ten  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Yean. 


18D8. 

1900. 
1901 
1902 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


Exports  to 
United 
Statos. 


$1,282,503 
1,278,617 
1,300,565 

1,382,210 


$214,372 
245,864 
352,368 
595,285 
723,059 


Imports 

from 

United 

States. 


$706,472 
615,168 
708,403 
731, 137 
662,624 


Years. 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


1903 $1,853,181 

1904 1     1,863,871 

1905 1    1,835,250 

1906 2,019,006 

1907 2,211,036 


Exports  to 
United 
States. 


Imports 

from 

United 

States. 


$1,116,597 

955,595 

981, 343 

941,373 

1,146,808 


$938,414 

991,613 

957,481 

1,123,681 

1,3C»(),917 


In  1898  British  Honduras  sold  one-sixth  of  its  products  to  the 
United  States,  but  in  1907  the  sales  had  increased  to  more  than 
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one-half  of  the  total  shipments.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
into  the  colony  have  nearly  doubled  during  the  ten-year  period.  TTie 
increase  in  both  exports  and  imports  can  not  be  attributed  to  the 
increase  in  population  alone,  as  tne  gain  was  only  a  little  more  than 
6,000,  the  estimated  population  being  35,226  in  1898  and  41,007  in 
1907.  It  would  appear  that  the  advance  in  imports  is  due  to  the 
activity  and  popularity  of  the  American  drummer,  the  frequent  and 
regular  steam  communication,  which  brings  fruit,  etc.,  to  tne  United 
States,  and  the  excellent  quality  of  American  goods.  Other  causes 
have  contributed  to  the  increase  in  imports,  as,  for  instance,  the 
introduction  of  electricity  in  1905,  the  purchasing  of  telephone 
apparatus  and  supplies,  motor  boats,  etc. 

TRADE   WFTH   THE   UNITED   STATES   IN   DETAIL. 

The  principal  imports  into  British  Honduras  from  the  United 
States  auring  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Aerated  waters 

Animals 

Anns  and  ammunition 

Books  and  stationery 

Breadstufls: 

Com 

Flour 

Brushware 

Candles 

Cigarettes 

Clothing 

Coal  and  coke 

Coffee 

Coin,  gold 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  glassware 

Electric  u>paratU8,  etc 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

Hats 

Hay  and  oats 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoctures  of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Machinery 

Sewing  machines 

Jewelry  and  silverware 

Lamps,  etc 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Another 

Matches 

Musical  instruments 


Value. 


<6,022 
3,454 

16,033 
6,460 

13,863 

no;  072 

2,159 

3,664 

3,311 

18,849 

4,864 

8,033 

47,024 

4,992 

186,168 

27,572 

12,370 

11, n8 

7,026 

10,369 

6,559 

14,677 

54,771 
47,645 
8,361 
4,618 
4,026 

100,314 
1,980 
1,823 
4,902 
3,660 


Articles. 


OU: 


Gasoline. 


other 

Paints 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams. 

Beef  and  pork 

Butter 

Cheese 

Lard 

Another 

Pitch  and  tar 

Rice. 


Rope  and  twine 

Soap 

Spirits,  beer,  and  wine: 

Beer  and  porter 

Whiskv 

AlloUier 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Tanks 

Toys 

Trucks 

Wood,  and  manufoctures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber — 

Dressed 

Rough 

Sash  and  blinds 

Another 

AU  other  articles 


Value. 


Total 1,360,917 


18,201 

29,706 
2,771 
4,120 
7,440 

34,164 

99,736 

27,252 

11,861 

24,090 

132,269 

1,160 

2,856 

17,882 

S,3&2 

12,878 
12,138 
1,360 
13,877 
15,609 
6,167 
1,296 
3,860 

11,354 

27,556 

20,550 

4,488 

3,188 

49,322 


The  value  of  exports  declared  from  British  Honduras  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  was  $847,530,  an  increase  of  $28,338  and  $65,045, 
respectively,  over  1906  and  1905.     The  leading  items  were: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

BATitmn^q., 

$141,235 

81,025 

233,003 

2,467 

59,480 

218,470 

11,560 

16,225 

19,030 

$178,608 

85,250 

252,805 

2,237 

7,042 

239,277 

12,756 

24,097 

17,030 

$162,250 
88,820 

Cocoanuts 

Chicle  gum 

285,t)35 

Hides 

1,398 

l/OKWOOd 

8,954 

259,220 

6863 

20,096 

MfthogftTiy  ,  -  - , , . 

Plantftins .   . ,   .   

Rubber 

All  other  articles 

15,904 

Total 

782,486 
4,965 

819,192 
8,792 

847,530 

Returned  American  goods 

11,180 

Grand  total .... 

787,450 

a27,984 

858,710 
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The  increase  in  the  -Relume  of  the  fruit  trade,  cocoanuts,  and 
bananas,  on  which  the  colonists  so  largely  depend,  would  indicate 
that  planters  hitherto  debarred  from  usmg  the  best  agricultural 
lands,  owing  to  lack  of  transportation,  are  slowly  taking  up  the  land 
now  made  available  by  deeper  or  clearer  rivers,  where  motor  boats 
may  be  used,  and  that  they  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  take  advantage 
of  the  completion  of  the  Stann  Creek  Railway,  with  its  25  miles  of 
adjacent  country.  A  pier  is  to  be  built  in  connection  with  this  rail- 
way, and  fruit  will  be  loaded  directly  on  the  steamers  for  New  Orleans 
ana  Mobile,  and  perhaps  clear  for  those  ports  without  calling  at  Belize, 
as  is  now  the  necessary  custom,  to  discnarge  laborers  and  receive  the 
mails. 

BEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  HONDUBAS. 

By  Consul  William  E.  Alqer,  Teouciqalpa. 

The  year*  1907  was  a  very  unfortunate  one  for  the  Republic  of 
Honduras.  Lack  of  rain  caused  the  failure  of  the  com  crop,  upon 
which  a  majority  of  the  people  depend  for  their  subsistence. 

Exchange  during  the  year  on  New  York  averaged  117  per  cent; 
London.  112  per  cent;  Paris,  110  per  cent;  and  Hamburg,  108  per 
cent.  American,  British,  and  French  manufacturers  seem  to  have 
arrived  at  an  imderstanding  of  the  importimce  of  registering  their 
trade-marks,  as  50  or  more  were  registered  here  in  1907  as  against  10  in 
the  previous  ten  years. 

The  only  road  m  the  entire  Republic  worthy  of  the  name  is  the  cart 
road  from  Tegucigalpa  to  San  Lorenzo,  and  this  one,  owing  to  lack  of 
funds  for  repairs,  has  become  almost  impassable.  The  auto  trucks 
which  were  in  use  during  1906  were  laid  up  and  the  experiment 
declared  a  failing. 

INSTAL.LATION   OF   ELECTRIC-LIGHT   PLANT — TARIFF   CHANGES. 

During  1907  there  were  no  public  improvements  with  the  exception 
of  the  completion  of  the  installation  of  the  electric  plant  for  lighting 
the  streets  and  houses  of  Tegucigalpa  and  Comayaguela.  This  enter- 
prise was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1904  and  completed,  as  to 
lighting  of  the  streets,  in  September,  1907.  The  cost  was  $100,000 
Uni tea  States  currency,  of  which  amoimt  material  delivered  at  the 
port  of  Amapala  cost  $30,000  and  the  balance,  $70,000,  was  expended 
on  freights  and  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  and  labor 
employed.  The  plant  was  purchased  in  Switzerland.  Installation  is 
hyorauUc,  fall  of  water  946  feet,  horsepower  140,  and  the  generator  is 
2,900  feet  from  the  center  of  distribution  in  the  city,  where  the  accu- 
mulator is  located.  There  is  also  a  reserve  gasoline  generator  of  100 
horsepower  for  use  in  an  emergency.  For  lighting  the  city  there  are 
99  arc  lights,  continuous  current,  500  volts,  1 ,000  candlepower  each. 
During  1908  some  3,000  lights  of  16  candlepower  will  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  public  for  use  in  their  homes. 

There  were  but  two  tariflF  changes  during  the  year,  one  placing  an 
export  duty  on  crude  silver  of  12  per  cent  ad  valorem  and  on  gold  in 
dust  or  bars  of  2  per  cent.  As  this  duty  does  not  applv  to  the  large 
enterprises  having  concessions  exempting  t&eir  products  from  an  export 
tax,  it  will  produce  but  Uttle  if  any  revenue,  tne  object  being  to  force 
the  small  exporters  to  sell  to  the  national  mint,  but  no  appropriation 
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was  made  providing  for  purchase  of  what  may  be  offered.  Importation 
duties  on  wines  and  liquors  were  increased  on  January  1,  1908,  50 
per  cent. 

Several  concessions  were  granted  to  Americans  during  the  year  for 
the  construction  of  railroads  in  various  parts  of  the  coimtry,  all  of 
'which  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Congress.  In  the  past  99  per 
cent  of  all  concessions  granted  have  never  been  complied  with  by  the 
concessionaries,  very  few  even  beginning  work^  and  therefore  little 
expectation  is  had  of  any  of  the  above  being  carried  out. 

TRADE   OF   THE    REPUBLIC. 

The  imports  during  the  fiscal  vears  ended  Julv  31, 1905,  1906,  and 
1907,  amounted  to  $2,362,751,  $2,511,602,  and  $2,331,398,  respec- 
tively, distributed  among  the  following  countries: 


Countries. 


United  States 

Belgium 

British  Honduras. 
China 


1905. 


Cuba. 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Nicaragua 

Salvador 

Spain 

United  Kingdom . . . 
All  other  countries. 


Total 2,362,751 


1 


1906. 


1907. 


,689,881 

$1,583,870 

1,379 

556 

94,951 

99,724 

7,950 

9,804 

865 

6,250 

66,485 

105,416 

184,956 

267,024 

10,796 

13,886 

56,554 

71,011 

8,402 

32,012 

21,339 

18,668 

212,764 

286,548 

6,429 

16,833 

2,511,602 


1,562,642 

1,134 

63,404 

1,207 

5,000 

110,425 

209,089 

8,199 

34,849 

36,173 

23,501 

269,786 

5,989 


2,331,398 


The  exports  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  July  31,  1907,  were  valued 
at  $2,013,417,  the  United  States  taking  89  per  cent  of  the  total.  The 
exports  by  countries  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 


United  States 

British  Honduras. 

Cuba...* 

Germany 

Guatemala 

Nicaragua 


Value. 


11,807,953 
11,952 
55,861 
50,757 
64,912 
1,484 


C-oun  tries. 


Salvador 

United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries . 


Total. 


Value. 


$10,759 

9  612 

127 


The  articles  of  export  diu-ing  the  fiscal  year  ended  July  31,  1907, 
are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles.                          j     Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals: 

Cattle 

$133,848 

7,858 

410 

1,541 

1,889 

910,916 
62,760 

3,457 
79,653 

1,6,53 
38,745 

1,788 
17,459 

Woods: 

Cedar 

S8,85S 

18,324 

3,655 

549,628 

Mules 

Mahoeany 

Other 

0the77  

Cacao 

All  other  articles 

Coffee 

Total 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

1,842,442 

Bananas     * 

Gold  and  silver: 
Gold- 
Bullion 

Cocoanuts 

Hats 

Hides  and  skins 

3,013 
3,277 

Plantains 

Dust 

Rubber 

Silver- 
Bar 

Salt 

132,168 
32,517 

SarsapariUa 

Specie 

Grand  total 

2,013,417 
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The  exports  from  the  Amapala  agency  to  the  United  States  during 
tlie  calendar  year  1907  amounted  to  $723,024,  and  consisted  of  the 
following  principal  articles:  Gold  and  silver  bullion  worth  $260,336; 
gold  and  silver  concentrates,  $274,268;  specie,  $86,710;  cyanide  prod- 
ucts, $80,987;  deerskms,  $10,457;  hides,  $5,033;  and  rubber,  $1,104. 


SAN  JTJANCITO. 
By  Consular  Agent  Joseph  M.  DeHart. 

San  Juancito  is  situated  21  miles  from  the  capital,  Tegucigalpa,  and 
with  its  surroimdings  has  a  total  population  of  about  6,000.  It  is 
situated  upon  land  conceded  by  the  Government  of  Honduras  to  the 
New  York  and  Honduras  Rosario  Mining  Company,  and  is  essentially 
a  mining  district.  It  is  located  in  a  gulch  formed  by  the  San  Juan 
River  and  Escobales  Creek,  surrounded  entirely  by  mountains.  The 
general  welfare  of  the  town  is  dependent  almost  if  not  entirely  upon 
the  operations  of  the  mining  company,  as  since  its  organization  in 
1880,  when  there  were  less  than  100  inhabitants,  its  life  has  been  a 
very  progressive  one,  and  each  vear  of  its  existence  there  has  been  a 
greater  demand  for  labor,  which  has  gradually  enhanced  the  advan- 
tage of  the  town  and  increased  the  population  so  remarkably. 

The  mining  company,  for  the  protection  of  its  property  anj  the 
general  welfare  of  tne  community,  maintains  a  garrison  of  40  soldiers 
with  their  requisite  officers.  The  company  has  also  built  and  supports 
a  commodious  and  well- ventilated  school  for  girls  and  another  one  for 
boys,  supplying  the  best  of  teachers  for  their  proper  education  and 
moral  trainm^.  It  has  likewise  built  and  maintains  a  public  market 
and  slaughternouses,  the  former  giving  a  clean,  spacious,  and  advan- 
tageous place  for  the  agriculturists  not  onlv  of  this  district  but  for 
leagues  in  all  directions  to  bring  in  their  products  and  sell  them  to  the 
general  public.  The  slaughterhouses  are  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  mining  company,  which  takes  great  pains  to  see  that  they  are 
kept  thoroughly  clean,  that  the  cattle  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
that  every  precaution  is  taken  to  insure  proper  and  wholesome  meat. 
This  arrangement  resulted  in  great  good  during  1907,  as  is  shown  by 
the  complete  absence  of  epidemics  of  dysentery  and  other  stomach 
and  bowel  complaints  which  formerly  caused  much  havoc. 

FOREIGN  PURCHASES — IMPROVEMENTS — EXPORTS. 

The  gradual  growth  of  the  town  has  necessitated  the  introduction 
of  mercantile  businesses,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  branches  estab- 
lished by  the  merchants  of  Tegucigalpa.  But  one  or  two  are  direct 
importers,  and  their  purchases  do  not  exceed  from  5  to  10  tons  per 
month.  The  Rosario  Mining  Company,  however,  is  one  of  the  largest 
direct  importers  in  the  entire  Republic;  its  importations  monthly 
rang:e  between  60  and  60  tons  of  supplies  and  general  merchandise, 
not  including  candles,  explosives,  and  new  machinery,  which  during 
the  past  year  have  reached  on  an  average  fully  10  tons  per  month. 
All  of  the  supplies  are  of  American  manufacture,  except  some  few 
pieces  of  macnmery  which  were  brought  in  from  Europe. 

The  mining  company  employs,  as  drillers,  trammers,  shovelers,  etc., 
some  600  natives,  and  at  tne  cleaning  plant,  tramway,  mill,  and  sur- 
face departments  some  350  more  find  regular  employment.  Besides 
these,  hundreds  of  natives  from  all  parts  of  the  country  are  almost 
constantly  employed  in  carrying  freights  to  and  from  the  Pacific  cojust 
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bv  mules  and  carts;  in  contracting  for  the  delivery  of  mine  timber, 
charcoal,  lime,  square  logs,  and  numerous  other  supplies,  which  are 
constantly  required  in  the  operations  of  the  company  and  which  are 
provided  from  the  products  of  the  country. 

The  heads  of  departments  and  almost  all  of  the  foremen,  40  in 
number,  are  Americans.  The  monthly  expenditure  of  the  company 
is  about  $42,000. 

A  drug  store  and  hospital,  together  with  free  medical  treatnoient,  is 
maintained  by  the  company.  Modem  improvements  are  beii^  con- 
stantly made.  A  very  expensive  cyanide  plant  is  nearing  completion, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  panamalgamation  and  concentration  will  be 
entirely  discontinued  ana  the  ores  Mdll  be  treated  exclusively  by  the 
cyanide  process;  formerly  only  a  part  of  the  slimes,  more  as  a 
trial,  were  treated  in  this  manner.  The  machinery  necessary  for  this 
new  installation  is  already  assembled  and  a  great  part  of  the  new  plant 
has  been  erected. 

The  exportations  from  this  district  consist  of  the  silver  and  gold 
produced  by  the  Rosario  Mining  Company,  which  are  shipped  in  the 
form  of  concentrates,  bullion  bars,  and  cyanide  precipitates.  During 
the  year  1907,  923,437  ounces  of  silver  and  11,950  ounces  of  gold  were 
proauced  and  exported  to  the  United  States  for  treatment. 

Owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  public  roads  during  the  past  year, 
the  company  has  provisionally  discontinued  the  use  or  their  automo- 
biles, and  all  freighting  is  now  done,  as  formerly,  on  mules  and  ox 
carts,  a  slow  and  expensive  method  of  transportation. 


CTSLBA. 

By  Consul  Drew  Linard. 

The  movement  in  trade  for  the  calendar  year  1907  in  this  section 
of  Honduras  was  most  gratifying  and  far  in  excess  of  preceding  y^rs. 
notwithstanding  the  impediment  to  conmierce  occasioned  by  political 
disturbances,  which  paralyzed  industry  and  caused  anxious  uncer- 
tainty alike  to  the  producer  and  merchant.  The  increase  of  43  per 
cent  m  exports  over  1906  is  evidence  of  the  prosperous  condition  pre- 
vailing and  shows  the  rapid  development  of  the  natural  resources  so 
abimdantly  provided  by  nature. 

This  consular  district  comprises  an  area  approximating  600  square 
miles  and  includes  about  120  miles  of  coast  line,  three  ports  of  entry, 
and  several  thriving  towns  destined  to  become  prominent  in  the  Car- 
ibbean region  if  the  present  rate  of  development  and  conmierce  con- 
tinues. There  are  now  under  cultivation  some  18  square  miles,  or  only 
3  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  the  district,  yet  there  was  in  1907  pro- 
duced on  this  small  percentage  of  worked  land  more  than  $1,000,000 
worth  of  bananas,  $76,000  worth  of  hard  woods,  $33,000  worth  of 
hides,  $31,000  worth  of  rubber,  and  $18,000  worth  of  sarsaparilla — 
these  articles  constituting  the  nve  leading  items  of  declared  export. 
Owing  to  the  f  aciUty  and  cheapness  of  proouction,  good  prices  were  ob- 
tained for  bananas,  which  continue  to  be  the  leading  export  and  show  an 
increase  of  27  per  cent  over  1906.  The  rubber  exported  to  the  United 
States  amoimted  to  over  $30,000  in  1907,  an  increase  of  33  per  cent. 

ABUNDANT  TIMBEE — MINERAL   WEALTH — TEANSPOBTATION. 

Mahogany  and  pine  are  abundant,  the  timber  belt  comprising  many 
square  miles  in  area.     This  region,  however,  is  not  easily  accessible, 
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and  the  cutting  and  shipment  of  hard  woods  and  pine  must  wait  the 
solution  of  transportation  to  the  seaboard.  Concessions  for  large  tim- 
ber tracts  have  been  granted  and  the  building  of  a  railroad  penetrating 
that  section  is  probable.  Mahogany  to  the  value  of  $76,000  was 
exported.  The  pine  is  of  excellent  quaUty,  and  turpentine  manufac- 
tured therefrom  and  shipped  amounted  to  $1,600,  an  increase  of  40 
per  cent. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  the  district  has  not  jet  been  exploited,  and 
consequently  remains  an  unknown  factor.  It  is  to  be  presiuned,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  gold  and  silver  and  their  by-products 
in  the  large  area  of  the  improspected  regions,  as  placer  gold  is  found  in 
small  quantities  in  the  beach  sand  and  rivers,  but  not  sujfficient  is 
extracted  to  excite  interest.  There  are  several  mining  companies  with 
large  plants  in  operation  in  Honduras;  but  the  mountains  are  free  of 
prospect  holes  in  this  district. 

Transportation  faciUties  have  retarded  the  development  of  the 
industrial  resources  to  a  great  extent.  The  several  streams  empty- 
ing into  the  Caribbean  Sea  are  mountain  torrents  and  imfit  for  navi- 
gation or  rafting  purposes.  The  ox  cart  continues  as  the  carrier  of 
product  and  merchandise  between  the  coast  and  interior.  The 
mcrease  in  railroad  mileage  paralleling  the  coast  nearly  doubled  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  An  extension  is  now  imder  construction  and  over 
one  nundred  miles  are  contemplated  and  included  in  the  concession 
granted  by  the  Honduras  Government.  The  value  to  progress  and 
commerce  in  the  district  as  each  section  of  the  railroad  is  completed, 
opening  up  valuable  and  productive  land,  can  be  readily  foreseen. 

TRADE   WTTH   THE   UNFTED   STATES. 

The  recorded  imports  from  the  United  States  for  1907  amoimted  to 
$207,454,  or  98per  cent  of  the  total.  Germany  was  second,  with  .017 
per  cent,  and  France  and  Spain  followed  in  the  order  given.  Hard- 
ware (including  railroad  material),  sugar,  lumber,  flour,  meats  (salt 
and  smoked),  tobacco,  shoes,  coal,  lard,  beans,  and  tinned  meats  were 
the  important  and  leading  items  of  import. 

The  mtroduction  of  a  more  hberal  and  general  character  of  merchan- 
dise and  novelties  is  restricted  to  actual  demand.  Duty  is  very  high, 
and  the  tariff  price  hst  does  not  include  the  additional  charges  of  land- 
ing privilege,  mimicipal  tax,  and  weight  of  package.  These  many 
charges  frequently  treble  the  duty,  and  as  a  result  the  merchant  buys 
only  such  articles  as  have  immediate  sale  and  are  a  necessity. 

The  imports  into  Ceiba  from  the  United  States  during  1907  are 
shown  in  the  table  following. 


Articles. 


Beans 

Bea 

Candies.' II  !!i 

Cement 

Oieese 

Cigarettes 

Clothing 

Canned  goods 
Coal.......... 

Com 

Cotton  goods. 

Flooring 

Gasoline 


Value. 


$5,331 
1,240 
1,391 
1,404 
1,480 
7,320 
2,161 
6,161 
6»660 
8,732 
2,445 

10,812 
3,46G 


Articles. 


Hardware 

Hats 

Lard 

Lumber 

Meat,  salted 

Rice 

Shoes 

Soap 

Sugar 

AUother  articles 

Total 


Value. 


164,853 
2,368 
5,849 

11,761 
8,622 

10,652 
7,317 
2,121 

15,241 

36,077 


207,464 
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All  exports  from  Ceiba  are  taken  by  the  United  States,  the  values 
for  the  past  three  years  being  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Bananas 

Coooanuts 

Hides 

Mahogany 

Oranges 

Rubber 

Sarsaparilla 

Skins,  doer 

All  other  articles.. 

Total 


1905. 


1668,405 

5,528 

a0,898 

10,229 

163 

19,437 

10,349 

7,046 

6,790 


748,845 


1906. 


1706,722 
4,017 

19,350 

43,062 
1,245 

21, 174 
9,023 
5,907 

22,958 


1907. 


SI 


,048.832 

(i.l39 

26,295 

75,923 

061 

31,582 

18,135 

7,2f>8 

5,086 


892,448         1,219,200 


EXCHANGE    AND    PORT   CONDITIONS. 

There  are  no  banking  facilities.  Sight  drafts  on  New  Orleans  can 
be  purchased  of  any  or  the  several  steamship  hnes  operating  here. 
The  frequent  fluctuation  of  exchange  in  Ceiba  is  subservient  to  local 
conditions  as  a  result  of  competition  among  these  companies,  the 
lack  or  glut  of  silver  often  dictating  a  considerable  variation  npt  con- 
sistent with  the  market  quotation. 

Ceiba  as  a  port  oflFers  no  protection  to  ships,  it  being  an  open  road- 
stead, and  shipping  is  dependent  upon  weather  conditions.  Steamers 
anchor  a  half  mile  off  shore  and  all  car^o  is  lightered.  This  great  dis- 
advantage will  exist  until  the  commercial  activity  of  the  port  justifies 
the  construction  of  jetties  as  a  protection  to  anchorage.  The  steamers 
plying  between  this  coast  and  the  United  States  are  chartered  by  the 
truit  companies  and  fly  the  British  or  Norwegian  flags.  It  is  seldom 
the  Amencan  flag  is  seen  in  these  waters.  The  total  tonnage  for  1907 
aggregated  160,220  net,  an  increase  of  21,000  tons  over  1906. 

The  general  development  of  the  district  is  vet  in  its  infancy,  and  the 
opportunities  are  plentiful  for  the  man  of  push  and  energy.  Maximum 
gam  for  minimum  effort  and  expense  has  been  the  invariable  reward, 
and  many  Europeans  who  emigrated  penniless  to  this  coast  a  few 
years  ago  are  now  affluent. 

With  the  confidence  of  permanent  peace,  the  coming  of  the  railroad 
and  wireless  system,  the  continued  development  in  agricultural  and 
municipal  improvements,  the  future  commercial  importance  of  Ceiba 
as  a  Caribbean  port  of  prominence  is  assured. 


UTILA. 

By  Consul  Herbert  R.  Wright. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  this  consular  district  in  1907  greatly 
exceeded  those  of  1906  and  1905.  The  war  in  Honduras  did  not 
affect  the  trade  in  the  Bay  Islands.  The  increase  in  trade  is  to  be 
attributed~to  the  recently  established  American  line  of  schooners  run- 
ni^  between  the  islands  and  the  ports  of  Key  West  and  Tampa,  Fla. 

Tne  prospects  of  this  district  nave  never  looked  brighter.  The 
motor-engine  trade  has  increased  so  rapidly  that  it  is  now  far  in 
advance  of  all  expectations,  and  is  still  growing.  At  the  present 
increase,  in  a  few  years  it  will  be  hard  to  find  a  schooner  here  without 
motor  power. 
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American  goods  are  almost  excliLsively  bought  and  sold  in  the  Bay 
Islands;  the  houses  are  being  built  in  the  latest  style  with  American 
material  and  fitted  with  American  ^miture.  The  imports  from  the 
United  States  are  general  merchandise  and  liunber,  and  it  is  estimated 
their  value  reached  $150,000  in  1907. 


EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  exports  declared  from  Utila  to  the  United  States  during  the 
past  three  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bananas 

$15,411 

146,737 

19 

60 

80 

4,371 

125 

176 

240 

$13,187 

148,151 

288 

4 

64 

3,174 

$21,066 

Cocoanuts 

162, 167 

Frult,drled 

648 

Mahogany 

40 

Pam)ts. .'. 

49 

Plantains 

6,013 

Rubber 

87 

TurUes 

2,243 
55 

968 

AH  other  articles 

265 

Total 

167,219 

167,166 

191,283 

REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  SALVADOR. 

By  Consul-General  Samuel  E.  Maohx.  San  Salvador. 

Salvador  is  a  one-crop  country,  the  value  of  the  coflFee  exported 
being  greater  than  that  of  all  other  articles  combined,  including  silver 
and  gold  ore;  therefore  the  countrv  is  prosperous  or  poor  according  to 
the  results  obtained  from  the  sale  of  eacn  coflFee  crop.  The  coffee- 
crop  statistics  for  1907  show  that  56,324,907  pounds  were  exported, 
as  against  64,684,695  poimds  in  1906,  a  loss  of  about  12  per  cent. 
The  value  of  the  crop  of  1907  was  $352,450  gold  less  than  that  of 
1906.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  result  of  the  crop  planted  in  1907 
was  only  about  60  per  cent  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  as  the 
export  of  the  1907  planting  b^an  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  and 
continued  into  1908,  such  difference  does  not  appear  in  the  statistics 
of  1907.  The  figures  for  1907  include  the  value  of  coffee  shipped 
from  January  to  May,  being  some  of  the  coffee  planted  in  1906.  The 
shortage  in  results  of  coffee  planted  in  1907  will  affect  the  figures 
shown  in  the  statistics  of  1908. 

MINING  OPERATIONS — SCHOOLS,   NEWSPAPERS,   ETC. 

That  Salvador  is  rich  in  minerals  is  not  doubted,  but  onlv  a  few 
mining  companies  are  working,  and  the  difference  in  output  Between 
1906  and  1907  is  not  great.  In  the  western  part  of  the  coimtry,  near 
the  Guatemalan  frontier,  there  are  large  deposits  of  iron,  copper, 
and  zinc  ores,  with  some  silver  and  gold,  but  these  deposits  are  worsed 
very  little,  while  in  the  eastern  part,  near  San  Miguel  and  La  Union, 
are  several  gold-mining  companies  doing  great  work  and  preparing 
to  do  more.  American  capitalists  are  making  investigations  m  this 
field,  and  a  large  increase  of  mineral  output  may  be  expected  in  a 
year  or  two. 

In  educational  matters  there  are  a  few  primary  schools.  The 
National  University  gives  instruction  in  law,  medicine,  dentistry. 
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etc.,  and  has  good  faculties,  especially  in  medicine,  so  that  medical 
students,  after  the  six-year  course  required,  are  well  equipi>ed  for 
that  profession,  particularly  as  they  are  given  plenty  of  practical 
expenence  in  the  Hospital  Resales,  under  government  supervision. 
A  tew  private  schools  tor  girls  and  a  convent  or  two  exist,  but  f  am- 
iUes  of  means  send  their  children  abroad  for  education. 

Each  city  is  supplied  with  newspapers  for  local  matters,  but  cable- 
grams from  the  world  at  large  are  published  in  only  a  few,  and  this 
news  is  furnished  them  by  tne  central  government,  which  contracts 
to  take  a  certain  number  of  words  daily  from  an  American  company 
which  has  an  office  at  La  Libertad.  The  Government  publishes  a 
daily  (Diario  Oficial)  giving  all  its  acts  in  the  various  departments. 
The  law  requires  such  printed  notices  as  prerequisite  to  the  legal 
enactment  of  a  measure  or  any  change  in  one.  Few  books  are  pub- 
lished here,  and  Salvador  has  no  Hterature,  gettii^  its  reading  mat- 
ter in  translations  from  other  lan^guages  and  trom  Spain. 

There  are  four  banks  of  emission  in  the  RepubUc;  these  fur- 
nish bills  which  are  protected  by  silver,  and  with  silver  provide 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  coimtry.  There  are  no  manufac- 
turing intereste  of  anv  consequence  here.  The  cities  are  supplied 
with  electric  light  and  water  service,  and  some  have  fair  sewerage 
systems. 

STEAMSHIP  SERVICE — TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH  RATES. 

There  are  no  merchant  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  Salvador  except 
some  small  coasting  sloops.  The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany's steamers  touch  at  tnree  ports  of  the  coimtry  everv  ten  days 
en  route  to  Panama  and  returning  to  San  Francisco.  The  Koamos 
Line,  German,  covers  the  same  ports  en  route  to  and  from  Ham- 
burg. A  new  line  from  Mexican  to  Central  American  ports  was 
planned  during  1907,  but  no  steamers  have  yet  made  this  nm  and 
the  project  has  been  dropped  for  the  present. 

No  direct  increase  of  tariff  rates  was  made  in  1907,  but  a  substantial 
increase  was  caused  by  imposing  a  special  assessment  of  $3.60  gold  per 
100  pounds  gross  on  all  goods  imported.  This  was  to  provide  a  fund 
to  pay  off  the  consolidated  internal  debt  of  the  country,  and  is  being 
enforced  and  now  applied  to  funding  the  loan  of  $4,866,000. 

There  is  abundant  labor  for  all  agricultural  matters.  The  effect  on 
labor  of  an  era  of  railroad  building  and  industrial  activity,  such  as  this 
country  must  experience  some  day,  can  onlv  be  presumed,  but  it  will 
doubtless  necessitate  imported  labof  from  the  British  West  Indies,  as 
was  done  in  Panama,  Guatemala,  and  Mexico. 

Salvador  is  covered  by  a  network  of  telephone  and  telegraph  lines, 
the  property  of  the  Government.  Telegraph  tolls  are  low,  12^  cents 
silver  (6  cents  gold)  for  each  5  words  if  in  Spanish*  double  this  if  in 
any  other  language;  address  and  signature  free.  Tne  foregoing  rates 
apply  to  messages  sent  to  any  of  the  four  other  Central  American 
Republics.  Five  dollars  silver  ($2  gold)  per  month  is  charged  for  tel- 
ephone, in  addition  to  which  there  is  an  extra  charge  for  each  con- 
nection, the  price  varying  according  to  distance. 

THE   FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Salvador  in  1907,  according  to  govern- 
ment statistics,  amounted  to  $7,441,672,  of  which  $1,376,288  were 
imports  and  $6,065,384  exports.     This  was  a  decrease  in  imports  of 
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$289,187  and  $362,140  from  1906  and  1905,  respectively.     The  exports 
in  1906  were  valued  at  $6,523,421,  and  in  1905  at  $5,639,633. 

The  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  during  1905, 1906,  and  1907 
are  shown  in  the  statement  following. 


Countries. 


Impc^ts. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States 

Aastria-H  ungary . 

Belgium 

China 

France 

Gennany 

Honduras 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netheriands 

Nicaragua 

Spain 

United  Kingdom. 
Other  countries... 


S641,859 

5,719 

56,482 

50,496 

135,983 

189,350 

33,818 

36,729 

4,508 

34,727 

5,002 

66,164 

25,131 

525,598 

26,772 


$515,891 

5,755 

63,500 

33,687 

149,074 

174,612 

16,446 

42,218 

10,132 

15,960 

5,604 

25,084 

26,140 

564,906 

16,418 


$478,958 

4,034 

66,172 

28.605 

125,663 

146,349 

15,334 

35,911 

9,954 

1,463 

8,340 

7,578 

26,201 

407,150 

14,577 


$1,225,041 

134,440 

118 


$2,290,246 

184,967 

220 


$2,018,450 

300,060 

480 


1,654,665 
967,606 
28,930 
544,008 


1,587,926 
933,804 
39,932 
624,064 


1,066,209 

1,011,535 

60,978 

629,489 


3,416 


1,932 

51,190 

864,748 

144,353 


1,808 

6,402 

141,993 

404,063 

307,996 


53,600 
4,280 
5,017 
173,543 
311,544 
421,200 


Total 1,738,428 


1,665,475 


1,376,288      5,639,533      6,523,421 


6,065,384 


The  principal  articles  of  import  from  the  five  leading  countries  in 
1907  were  as  follows: 


Artides. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Ger- 
many. 


Italy. 


United 
King- 
dom. 


Candles,  etc $4,183 

Cotton,  manufiictures  of: 

Cloth 131,664 

Thread 10,240 

Drugs,  medicines,  etc 35,845 

Hardware  and  machinery 37,752 

Glass  and  chlnaware 1,737 

Hats  and  caps *  312 

Leather  ana  findings 30,725 

Provisions 97 ,  725 

Wines  and  liquors 15, 671 


$2,795 

24,915 
1,917 

22,137 
1,870 
937 
2,914 
3,907 
6,015 

19,198 


$3,164 

14,959 

779 

11,629 

25,951 

12,078 

357 

19,958 

1,818 

7,112 


$12,863 

79 

843 

769 

376 

5,140 

125 

2,213 

2,700 


$1,463 

227,806 

33,688 

12,002 

31,393 

1,411 

668 

2,515 

3,043 

3,891 


The  total  imports  of  cotton  cloth  in  1907  amounted  to  $422,563; 
cotton  thread,  $38,153;  drugs,  medicines,  and  perfumery,  $48,096; 
candles  and  soap  material,  $79,145;  illuminating  oil,  $9,416;  hard- 
ware and  machinery,  $100,720;  glass  and  glassware,  $17,491;  leather 
and  findings,  $57,978;  woolen  goods,  $24,358;  provisions,  $139,359; 
coffee  sacl^,  $31,501;  silk  cloth  and  thread,  $36,334;  and  wines  and 
liquors,  $58,378.  There  were  also  articles  entered  on  the  free  list 
valued  at  $121,714. 

DIVISION   OF  TRADE — SHARE   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

In  imports  the  United  States  showed  increased  sales  of  leather 
and  finding,  beer,  glassware,  drugs  and  medicines,  and  machinery 
over  1906,  out  decreases  were  shown  in  cotton  cloth,  hardware,  and 
illuminating  6ils.  Germany  increased  its  sales  in  leather  and  findings, 
hardware,  cmigs  and  medicines,  and  wines,  but  sold  less  beer,  matches, 
glassware,  machineir,  coffee  sacks,  provisions,  and  soap  and  candle 
material.  France  showed  increases  in  cotton  goods,  drugs,  medi- 
cines^ and  perfumery,  but  decreases  were  shown  in  the  sales  of  leather, 
provisions,   hardware,  woolen  goods,  sacks,  silk,   and  wines   and  - 
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liquors.  The  United  Kingdom  increased  its  sales  in  woolen  goods, 
but  sold  less  cotton  cloth  and  thread,  drugs  and  medicines,  leather, 
hardware,  and  wines  and  liquors. 

The  decrease  in  exports  in  1907  from  1906  was  chiefly  in  gold  and 
silver  ores  and  coffee  to  Austria-Hungary,  France,  United  ifingdom, 
and  the  United  States.  The  articles  of  export  in  1907  to  all  coun- 
tries and  the  share  of  the  United  States  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles. 


Balsam 

Coffee 

Hides  and  skins. 

Indigo 

Ores: 

Gold 

Lead 

Silver 

Rubber 


United 
States. 


124,310 

8»1,113 

14,424 


Bl, 080, 198 


All  coun- 
tries. 


$68,010 

4,208,060 

53,212 

140,390 

f  715,428 
33,658 

[  326,389 
25,004 


Articles. 


United 

States. 


All  coun- 
tries. 


Sunur 

Tobacco 

other  articles.. 


Total 

Bullion,  silver.. 


Grand  total. 


1202,011 

21,482 

8,414  42,644 


2,018,459     5,927,296 
138,088 


2,018,459  i  6,065,384 


a  Includes  silver  bullion  and  old  copper. 
TBADE    WITH   THE   LATIN-AMERICAN   COUNTRIES. 

Salvador's  imports  from  other  Central  American  States  in  1907 
were  valued  at  $29,046  ^old,  a  decrease  of  $19,549  from  1906  and  of 
$82,675  from  1905.  This  decrease  shows  mainly  in  the  imports  from 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  being  accounted  for  largely  by  the  condi- 
tions in  these  countries  in  1907.  The  exports  to  otner  Central  Amer- 
ican States  in  1907  amounted  to  $94,220,  an  increase  of  $28,605  over 
1906  and  $37,458  over  1905.  With  railroads  connecting  these  States 
commerce  would  develop  between  them,  notwithstanding  the  simi- 
larity of  climate  and  agricultural  products. 

The  sugar  and  indigo  shipped  to  Ecuador  and  the  indigo  to  Peru 
form  the  chief  articles  of  export  to  South  America.  The  exports  to 
all  South  American  countries  in  1907  were  valued  at  $225,614,  an 
increase  of  $30,253  over  1906  and  $37,798  over  1905.  The  imports 
from  South  America  in  1907  amounted  to  $2,637,  consisting  chiefly 
of  straw  hats  from  Ecuador.  In  1906  the  imports  were  valued  at 
$1,511  and  in  1905,  $9,534. 

DECLARED   VALUE   OF   EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports,  including  returned  goods,  to  the 
United  States  in  1907,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate, 
was  $1,826,138,  against  $2,027,325  in  1906  and  $1,115,562  in  1905. 
The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Balsam 

tl5, 162 
692,248 
7,426 
366,644 
10,461 
7,222 
2,552 
8,089 

1,109,804 
5,768 

$16,508 

931,513 

7,982 

1,047,856 

9,317 

6,524 

283 

5,782 

$31,501 

Coffpe 

798,488 

Hides 

9,163 

Metal,  precious 

Rubber                           .   .          .          

973,304 

6,356 

Skins,  alligator  and  deer 

5,105 

Wood,  cedar                                 ...       . 

562 

All  other  articles 

Total                     

2,025,765 
1,560 

1, 824, 479 

Returned  American  eoods 

1,659 

Grand  total 

1,115,562 

2,027,325 

1,836,138 
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BEVKW  or  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  NIOABAGUA. 

By  Consul  Jos  A  de  Olivares,  Managua. 

The  total  trade  of  Nicaragua  for  1906,  the  statistics  being  the 
lat^t  available,  amounted  to  $7,639,886,  of  which  $3,408,829  repre- 
sented imports  and  $4,231,057  exports.  This  was  a  decrease  of 
$38,098  in  imports  and  an  increase  of  $689,422  in  exports  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
m  1906  were  valued  at  $1,914,961,  against  $1,907,053  in  1905,  while 
the  exports  thereto  amounted  to  $2,492,480  and  $1,691,480,  respec- 
tively, for  the  two  years,  a  gain  of  $801,000. 

The  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  in  1906  were  as  follows: 


CotinUies. 

Exports. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$1,914,961 
193,661 
400,389 
776,133 
100,568 

S2, 402, 480 
480,fi02 
458,718 
453,142 
71,767 

Central  Ame-rica 

$18, 107 
5,010 

$217,816 

Fnvop                     

•South  America 

57,632 

Total 

United  Kingdom 

3,408,829 

4,231,067 

Other  European  countries. 

The  total  revenue  of  Nicaragua  in  1906  amounted  to  $238,393  gold 
and  the  expenditures  to  $188,414.  Nicaraguan  official  advices  have 
placed  the  total  foreign  indebtedness  of  the  Government  at  $2^00,000 
gold,  of  which  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $1,200,000  are  held  in  England 
and  about  $1,000,000  in  the  United  States.  From  available  mfor- 
mation  the  recognized  internal  indebtedness  in  1906  was  about 
$8,000,000  Nicaraguan  currency,  equivalent  to  about  $1,095,590 
gold.  This  debt  was  increased  m  November,  1907,  by  the  issue  of 
bonds,  $500,000  Nicaraguan  currency,  making  the  indebtedness  about 
$1,164,220  gold. 

The  per  diem  rate  of  wages  in  ^old  paid  for  skilled  and  unskilled 
labor  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  consulate  is  as  follows:  Machin- 
ists, foreign,  $1.62,  and  native,  $1.30;  carpenters,  native,  65  cents; 
tradesmen,  miscellaneous,  65  cents;  laborers,  33  cents;  and  farm 
hands,  $2.41  to  $4.83  per  month  with  keep. 

American  capital  already  invested  in  the  Republic  is,  as  a  whole, 
not  indicative  of  producing  adequate  returns,  while  in  the  majority 
of  cases  discouragmg  results  are  manifest.  In  the  Matagalpa  region, 
where  the  largest  percentage  of  Americans  have  become  interested, 
principally  in  the  cultivation  of  cofTec,  much  discouragement  exists, 
especially  because  of  the  remote  prospects  of  the  railroad  being 
extended  into  that  all  but  inaccessible  territory. 

CORIKTO  AND  SAN  JUAN  DBL  SUR. 

The  imports  into  the  ports  of  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  in 
1906  amounted  to  $2,253,610,  a  decrease  of  ScS6,076  from  the  previous 
year.  Of  this  amoimt.  the  United  States  supplied  articles  worth 
$874,505,  a  decrease  of  $161,903  from  1905.     The  leading  articles 


Digitized  by 


Google 


160 


COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 


of  import  into  these  two  ports  from  the  United  States  in  1906  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements. .... 

Brass  and  copper  goods 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 

Canned  goods 

Cotton  goods: 

Calicoes  and  percales 

Drills 

Ducks 

Ginghams 

Sheetings 

Shirtings 

Shirts 

Other 

Drags,  patent  medicines,  etc. 

Flour 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grains  and  seeds , 

Groceries 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of: 

Hardware , 

Machetes , 


Corlnto. 

San  Juan 
del  Sur. 

$6,126 

$671 

6,795 

346 

7,308 

233 

3,871 

373 

23,664 

1,326 

9,837 

8,162 

3,976 

907 

1,464 

1,343 

65,781 

12,654 

14,369 

2,348 

2,448 

1,228 

13,922 

4,719 

62,344 

3,408 

103,386 

16,167 

7,665 

1,877 

4,366 

84 

12,066 

1,909 

47,017 

2,686 

6,319 

630 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of— Continued. 

Machinery 

Machines,  sewing 

Safes 

Tools 

Wire 

Jewelry 

Leather  and  leather  goods . . . 

Musical  instruments 

OU: 

Cocoanut 

Petroleum 

Paper 

Rope 

RuDber  goods 

Soap,  washing 

Shoeblacklng 

StaUonery,  etc 

TaUow 

Wooden  ware 

Wines  and  liquors 


Corlnto. 


San  Juan 
del  Sur. 


Wi5,773 

$1,166 

2,012 

3,778 

1,367 

204 

9,571 

685 

45,281 

4,Q» 

9,8S2 

438 

32,791 

^SS 

982 

28» 

11,322 

36,708 

4,899 

3,016 

176 

6,209 

1,331 

2,683 

25 

16,388 

257 

2,471 

347 

8,414 

901 

34,962 

4,936 

699 

6,972 

429 

The  total  exports  from  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  in  1906 
amounted  to  $2,009,629,  of  which  the  United  States  took  articles 
valued  at  $431,818,  consisting  of  the  following  items:  Coffee  worth 
$113,141;  rubber,  $144,983;  hides,  $114,841;  ^ins,  $32,628;  woods, 
$14,594,  and  gold  and  silver,  $31^844. 

The  exports  of  coffee  from  Cormto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  in  1906 
were  valued  at  $1,375,467,  distributed  among  the  following  countries: 
France,  $461,023;  Germany,  $444,468;  United  Kingdom,  $291,923; 
United  States,  $103,141,  and  all  other  countries,  $74,912. 


CAPE  GRACIAS  A  DIOS. 

By  Consul  Edwin  W.  Trimher. 

The  destruction  by  the  hurricane  of  October,  1906,  of  practically 
all  the  banana  and  rubber  plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  jBluefields, 
together  with  the  feeling  of  uncertainty  among  merchants  and 
investors  growing  out  of  the  recent  war,  caused  general  business 
depression  throughout  this  section  of  Nicaragua.  Physically  no 
damage  was  sustained  at  this  port  as  a  result  of  the  hurricane,  but 
the  disaster  at  Bluefields,  and  tne  conseauent  loss  to  that  community 
of  the  thousands  of  silver  soles  which  had  annually  been  imported 
and  expended  by  the  steamship  companies  in  the  purchase  or  fruit, 
not  only  affected  that  section,  but  seriously  affected  the  business 
interests  of  the  entire  east  coast  of  Nicaragua. 

Scarcity  of  labor  during  the  war  period  caused  a  large  falling  off 
in  the  output  of  the  mines,  and  a  large  proportion  of  tne  gold  that 
was  mined,  and  which  under  ordinary  conditions  would  have  been 
shipped  through  this  port,  was  diverted  from  its  natural  outlet  and 
invoiced  through  the  port  of  Bluefields. 

A  presidential  decree,  issued  November  19,  1907,  which  became 
effective  December  20  following,  increased  customs  duties  10  per 
cent  on  all  articles,  and  from  20  to  150  per  cent  on  many. 
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THE   FOREIGN   TRADE. 


The  foreign  trade  of  Cape  Gracias  &  Dios  in  1907  amounted  to 
$444,927,  against  $698,703  in  1906  and  $478,588  in  1905.  The 
imports  and  exports  are  shown  in  the  following  statements: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

DCPOKTS. 

Liqaors 

113,862 
12,520 
63,954 

$34,253 
19,028 

$15,260 

SXPOBTS. 

Gold 

$183,948 
5,205 
56,487 

$270,161 
3,145 
44,827 

$131,852 

4,013 

53,026 

Lumber 

Hides 

MilchinAry     

68,116 
76,120 
96,540 

Rubber 

67,891  1    83,726 
74,721  '  148,422 

TotaL 

Provisions 

245,640 

318,133 

188,891 

TotaL 

232,948  j  380,570 

256,036 

SAN  JUAN  DEL.  NORTE, 

By  Ck)N8UL  Frederick  M.  Ryder. 

In  reviewing  the  commerce  of  this  consular  district  for  the  year 
1907  the  result  obtained  does  not  make  a  creditable  shovdng  for  that 
period.  A  wave  of  business  depression  seems  to  have  hovered  over 
this  coast  for  the  past  three  years,  reducing  the  volume  of  exports 
and  imports  each  year  in  a  greater  degree.  The  business  men  of 
the  locality,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  Americans,  are  becoming  less 
hopeful  as  to  the  industrial  future  of  this  section  of  the  Republic, 
which  was,  at  one  time,  the  most  prosperous  and  promising  oistrict 
in  Central  America.  The  business  of  the  entire  coast  suffered  from 
the  effects  of  the  disastrous  hurricane  of  the  fall  of  1906,  which 
completely  destroyed  the  banana  plantations  in  this  district,  reducing 
the  amount  of  this  fruit  exported  during  the  year  to  the  extent  of 
$400,000.  Then  war  caused  a  scarcity  of  laborers  for  about  three 
months.  The  mahogany  interests  of  this  locality  were  also  seriously 
crippled  by  government  action  diuing  the  year.  While  there  is  no 
value  placed  upon  shipments  of  mahogany  logs  in  the  table  of  exports 
to  the  United  States,  it  may  be  estimated  that  the  average  amount 
shipped  will  aggregate  in  value  about  $500,000.  Therefore,  a 
comtination  of  circumstances  caused  the  value  of  exports  from  this 
district  to  the  United  States  to  decline  from  $1,691,564  in  1904  to 
$1,002,636  in  1907. 

The  staple  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  consist  of  gold 
bars,  bananas,  rubber,  ancf  mahogany,  these  products  making  up 
fully  90  per  cent  of  the  value  of  all  shipments,  and  these  are  forwarded 
direct  to  the  ports  of  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  being  transported 
exclusively  in  foreign  ships. 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  values  of  exports,  including  bul- 
lion and  coin,  to  the  United  States  from  this  consular  district  for 
the  year  1907  as  compared  with  the  previous  year: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

AmnlffA-xp  (tnHd  tuid  vQv^r). . 

138,537 

167,788 

2,474 

2,941 

1,835 

239,117 

601 

5,207 

2,778 

Bullion  and  specie: 
Gold- 
Coin 

BananAS 

$554,287 

S1,S00 

Coooanuts 

4,863 

990 

260,044 

Bullion 

$533,636 
33,177 

498,148 

Hides 

Silver  coin. 

36,156 

Rubber 

Total 

Skins,  deer 

566,813 

535,808 

Tortoise  shellfl 

313 
38 

Returned  American  goods. . . 
Grand  total 

All  other  articles 

8,830 

5,655 

Total 

820,535 

461,178 

1,396,178 

1,002,636 

Compared  with  1906  the  amoimt  of  gold  and  rubber  exported 
in  1907  was  less  than  anticipated,  but  this  is  easily  accoimted  ror  by 
the  dearth  of  labor  and  damajge  bv  hurricane.  Adding  the  esti- 
mated value  of  mahogany  shipped  from  this  district  the  total 
amoimt  of  exportations  to  the  IJmted  States  would  aggregate  about 
$1,600,000  in  gold. 

TRADE  OP  THE  PORT — OUTLOOK  NOT  PROMISING. 

The  value  of  imports  into  San  Juan  del  Norte  during  1907  (nearly 
all  of  which  were  provisions  for  local  consumption)  was  $38,521,  of 
which  the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $31,158;  United 
Kingdom,  $3,735;  Germany,  $1,995;  Italy,  $992;  and  all  other 
countries,  $641. 

On  January  1,  1907,  San  Juan  del  Norte  (Grey town)  ceased  to  be 
a  free  port.  A  custom-house  was  established  and  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  20  per  cent.  United  States  currency,  was  imposed  upon  all 
importations  with  the  exception  of  Uquors  and  tobacco,  whicn  were 
made  subject  to  the  general  tariflf  in  force  throughout  the  K-OTubUc; 
the  importation  of  such  articles  as  are  monopolized  by  the  Grovem- 
ment — or  controlled  by  exclusive  concessions — being  prohibited. 
This  reduced  the  value  of  the  imports  from  $150,000  m  1903  to 
$38,000  in  1907,  and  upward  of  $11,000  of  the  latter  amount  rep- 
resents the  value  of  provisions  and  supplies  imported  by  the  com- 
pany operating  the  river  traffic,  which,  under  the  terms  of  their  con- 
cession, were  not  subject  to  duty. 

The  revenue  received  by  the  Government  from  customs  duties  on 
imports  into  San  Juan  del  Norte  for  1907  amounted  to  only  a  little 
more  than  $5,000  gold.  Heretofore,  in  addition  to  the  local  trade, 
the  merchants  have  transacted  considerable  business  with  dealers 
in  the  interior  of  the  Republic,  but  with  the  abolishing  of  free-port 
privileges  this  traffic  became  a  thing  of  the  past.  Then  the  exporta- 
tions of  the  country's  products  from  San  Juan  del  Norte  amounted 
to  more  than  $400,000  gold  in  1903,  over  $220,000  of  which  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States;  in  1907  the  total  amount  of  such 
exports  reached  only  $27,000. 

The  outlook  for  this  port  is  not  promising  if  the  present  down- 
ward tendency  continues.  Gold  is  at  a  premium  of  720  per  cent; 
exchange  is  scarce  even  at  that  figure;  Dusiness  is  stagnant;  the 
population  has  decreased  to  about  600  natives  and  n^roes,  with  not 
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more  than  20  whites  of  foreig^i  birth;  the  necessaries  of  Ufe  are  ex- 
pensive and  difficult  to  obtain  at  any  price;  communication  with  • 
the  outside  world  is  becoming  less  frejjuent;  navigation  is  more  diffi- 
cult than  ever,  owing  to  the  increasing  deposit  of  silt  in  the  lower 
San  Juan  River;  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  is  passable 
only  for  schooners  of  the  lightest  draft,  and  frequently  dangerous 
even  to  these. 


BEYIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  COSTA  BICA. 

By  Consul  John  C.  CAiiDWELL,  San  Joai. 

The  total  forei^  trade  of  Costa  Rica  in  1907  was  valued  at 
$16,874,963,  of  which  $7,781,891  represented  imports  and  $9,093,072 
exports.  The  imports  and  exports  by  countries  during  the  year  were 
distributed  as  follows: 


Coon  tries. 

Imports. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

13,723,384 

1,716,388 

797  942 

367,260 

186,661 

$4,373,846 

4,004,401 

£06,576 

81,667 

Rpan     .     . 

$158,427 
831,843 

United  Kingdom 

Other  oountiies 

$126,682 

Ocnnany 

Total 

Pranco. 

7,781,801 

9,008,073 

Italy 

VALUE   OP  THE   IMPOBTS   IN   DETAIL. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  three  leading  countries,  the 
United  States,  United  tongdom,  and  Germany,  during  1907,  and 
dso  the  increases  and  decreases  as  compared  with  1906,  are  shown  in 
the  following  statement: 


ArtlcleB. 


BreedstulZs: 

Flour 

Ueel 

Canned  goods 

Candles 

Conent 

Qoth: 

Cotton 

Silk  and  mixed 

Wool 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dvnamite 

Eleetrical  material 

Furniture 

Iron  and  steel,  manufBctures  of: 

Hardware 

Machetes 

Machines  and  machhiery— 

Coffoe 

Milling 

Mining 

Sugar 

Ot& 

Pipes,  nails,  etc 

R^hray  matvtriala 

Roofing  material,  etc 

Tramway  material 

TOPl8...r.r 


United  States. 


Value. 


Increase  (+) 
orde- 


$471,571 

11,964 

28,185 

397 

8,418 

306,209 
14,717 
5,237 
66,505 
17,786 
87,711 
33,128 

84.710 
27,107 

18,800 

19,772 

7,925 

9,499 

108,667 

75,270 

373,652 

22,176 

3,830 

27,141 


+$122,380 
+      4,819 

-  18,792 

-  1,622 
+      1,922 


44,206 
3,182 
1,053 
11,524 
11,982 
41,893 
13,001 


-  1,110 

-  632 


-  11,099 
+  11,657 

-  26,368 
+  201 
+  62,835 
+  22,364 

-  645,844 

-  8,823 

-  14,994 
+  19,888 


United  Kingdom. 


Value. 


Increase  (+) 

or  de- 
crease (-). 


$5,936 
18,855 
1,019 

545,484 
55,983 

136,522 
20,204 


7,629 

11,842 
6,n3 

17,930 


331 

2,006 

13,  n5 

34,006 

135,961 

109,009 

1,646 

1;958 


+      $384 

-  15,719 
100 

+166,470 

+  18,  sn 

+  55,653 
+        898 


+  4,355 

+  2,607 

+  384 

+  11,518 


730 
1,461 
6,808 
7,367 
29,923 
13,611 
1,646 


Qennany. 


Vahie. 


Increa8e(+) 
orde- 
(-). 


$4,962 


24,550 

144,981 
29,428 
51,800 
25,092 


15,846 

10,215 
3,520 

927 


562 
908 
5,097 
39,702 
4,063 
1,131 
7^004 
1,442 


+$2,932 


+  10,146 

+  5,444 
+  6,607 
+  6,374 
+10,501 


+11,786 

-  3,138 
+      9<0 

+      544 
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United  States. 

United  Kingdom. 

Qennaay. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Increase  (+) 

or  de- 
crease (-). 

Value. 

Increase  (+) 

or  de- 
crease (-). 

Value. 

IncreaaB(+) 

orde- 
crea8B(-). 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

OU: 

Kerosene.  •. 

$79,224 

6,256 
1,888 

15,  no 

27,976 
76,673 

2,188 
14,888 
65,280 
96,339 
29,079 
17,318 

15,006 
17,923 
94,561 
53,703 
1,328,306 

+  $6,424 

-  10,241 

48 
+     1,797 
+    2,436 
+  16,079 

+        861 
+    2,674 
+  21,641 
+  72,472 
+  10,931 
+     1,215 

-  955 
+     7,632 
+  33,190 

-  7,853 

$8,843 

+$2,647 

$24,818 

~$5,a7 

Llnaeed 

3,596 

-      268 

3,788 

+  1,438 

LubrlcftUng 

Paper 

2,922 

~  4,844 

Provisions: 

Butter 

931 
1,177 

+      329 
-      621 

4,950 
387 

+  4,081 
—       2?5 

HftTTlS, 

Meat,  salted 

T>ard 

Tallow 

Rubber  goods 

8,814 

12,036 
6,653 

+      997 

+  2,895 
-      490 

5,269 
40,884 

—  1,738 

Spirits  and  beer: 

Beer 

+  8,828 

Whisky 

TMmhftT,  h^iUdlng 

Tobacco r. 

21,129 
624,467 

-  3,435 

617 
346,114 

—      100 

All  other  articles 

* "  ~" 

Total 

3,723,384 

l,n6,368 

797,942 

The  imports  from  France  were  chiefly  cotton,  silk,  and  wool  cloth, 
valued  at  $109,085,  brandy  and  wine  $59,532,  and  perfumery  $11,637; 
from  Italy,  cloth  worth  $63,896,  parasols  and  umbrellas  $15,495, 
and  wine  $13,310;  and  from  Spain  cloth  valued  at  $61,074,  cigarette 
paper  $16,561,  and  wine  $21,941. 

The  most  noticeable  change  in  imports  from  the  United  States  was  in 
railway  material,  which  showed  a  aecrease  of  nearly  $646,000.  This 
was  due  to  the  heavily  increased  imports  in  1906  for  the  extension  of 
the  Pacific  Railway.  Canned  goods  and  mining  machinery  showed 
large  decreases,  $18,792  and  $26,368,  respectively.  The  greatest 
increases  in  purchases  from  the  United  States  were  m  flour  $122,389, 
cotton  clotn  $44,208,  electrical  material  $41,893,  provisions 
$106,667,  and  building  timber  $33,190. 

EXPORTS    IN  DETAIL. 

The  ^ports  to  the  four  principal  countries,  the  United  States, 
United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  France,  in  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

United 

States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Gennany. 

France. 

$3,246,126 
28,714 
432,040 
55,629 
66,681 
2,946 
21,625 

$1,482,602 

43,458 

2,439,495 

4,816 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

$309,509 

13,992 

791 

116,477 

6,807 

$71,670 

• 

Hides  and  skins 

Rubber 

Woods:  Cedar,  mahogany,  etc 

18,179 
15,951 

7,887 

All  other  articles 

2,610 

Total 

3,853,661 

339,026 
181,159 

4,004,401 

506,676 

81,667 

Bullion: 

Odd 

SUver 

Grand  total 

4,373,846 

4,004,401 

506,576 

81,667 
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The  exports  of  bananas  showed  an  increase  of  1,293,822  bunches 
over  1906.  The  United  States  increased  its  purchases  by  787,275 
bunches,  and  the  United  Kingdom  by  506,547  bunches.  The  value  of 
coffee  sold  to  the  United  States  showed  an  increase  of  $118,062,  while 
the  sales  to  the  United  Kingdom  showed  a  decrease  of  $126,795.  The 
United  States  teok  $19,000  less  of  woods,  while  the  United  Kingdom 
increased  its  purchases  $17,000.  The  greater  part  of  the  woods  goes 
to  Grennany . 

STEAMSHIP  LINES — MINING FIBERS — RAILROADS. 

The  Pacific  Mail  steamers  en  route  to  Panama  call  twice  a  month  at 
Punta  Arenas  •  those  en  route  to  San  Francisco,  touching  at  Central 
American  and  Mexican  ports,  three  times  a  month.  The  Kosmos 
Line  of  steamers  call  once  a  month.  This  line  runs  from  Hamburg  to 
San  Francisco  and  Vancouver,  calling  at  Central  and  South  American 
and  Mexican  ports.  The  steamers  of  the  United  Fruit  Company  sail- 
ing from  New  Orleans  call  at  Port  Limon  several  times  a  week;  those 
from  Boston  and  Mobile  once  a  week,  while  those  of  the  Hamburg- 
American  Line  from  New  York  call  weekly.  Steamers  sailing  from 
Bordeaux,  Barcelona,  and  Grenoa  call  monthly. 

The  Tres  Amigos  and  Bosten  Mining  companies  continued  develop- 
ment work  and  milling  of  ore,  and  the  mtter  company  made  some  large 
shipments  of  bullion.  The  Montezuma  Mining  Company  carried  on 
extensive  development  and  erected  a  milling  plant.  Captions  were 
taken  on  the  Aguacate  mines,  located  in  the  central  part  of  the  coim- 
try,  and  plans  are  being  carried  out  for  their  development.  All  these 
mines  are  owned  by  Americans. 

A  representative  of  an  American  fiber  machine  company  spent  some 
time  in  Costa  Rica  making  an  examination  of  the  fiber  tnat  grows 
here.  In  connection  with  a  prominent  landowner  he  entered  into 
arrangements  with  the  Government  for  certain  concessions  of  lands 
and  free  admission  of  machinery,  for  which  he  was  to  supply 
certain  products  annually  in  return.  These  arrangements  required 
the  approval  of  the  Costa  Rican  Congress,  but  for  some  reason  the 
matter  has  never  been  acted  upon  and  is  still  in  abeyance.  The  land- 
owner has  a  large  quantity  of  fiber  under  cultivation.  Some  fibei:^  of 
excellent  quality  grow  wild  in  this  country,  and  a  systematic  develop- 
ment of  this  industry  should  be  a  profitaole  investment. 

The  Pacific  Railroad  is  unfinished.  During  the  year  about  8  miles 
were  graded  beyond  its  present  terminus,  San  Mateo.  The  Govern- 
ment entered  into  an  arrangement  with  a  banking  house  in  New  York 
for  a  loan  to  complete  the  road  to  the  Pacific  coast,  but  for  some  rea- 
son the  loan  was  not  made.  An  American  engineer  was  engaged  to 
report  on  the  various  routes  surveyed  by  the  local  engineers,  and  on 
the  basis  of  this  report  the  Government  contracted  witn  the  American 
to  complete  the  road. 
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DECLARED   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  value  of  exports,  including  gold  bullion,  from  the 
Punta  Arenas  agency  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906,  and  1907 
was  as  follows: 




Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1007. 

Ck>ffee 

S325,7fi6 
13,218 
108 
40,541 
10,136 
8,731 
15,907 

184,155 
5^934 
2,118 
26,851 
10,570 
1,407 
1,063 

S204.416 

Hides 

4,271 

Phtmcv,  h«»ron, 

1,304 
28,403 

Rubber 

Skins 

10,834 
2,804 
2,483 

Woods 

Other  articles 

Total 

409,307 
179,529 

132,008 
26,315 

254,004 

Bullion,  gold 

17,200 

Grand  total 

588,926 

158,413 

271,804 

There  were  no  exports  declared  at  San  Jose  to  the  United  States  in 
1907. 


PORT  lilMON. 

By  Consul  Chester  Donaldson. 

Costa  Rica  throughout  the  interior  suflFered  from  great  depression 
of  business  in  1907,  principally  owing  to  the  shortage  of  the  coffee 
crop,  which  was  less  tnan  half  the  average.  The  Port  Limon  district 
scarcely  felt  the  depression,  as  bananas  and  cocoa  are  its  important 
products,  and  the  crops  of  both  were  large  and  are  increasing  annually 
owing  to  new  plantations.  There  were  produced  in  1 9b7  over  1 ,000,000 
bunches  of  bananas  more  than  ever  before,  and  cocoa  nearly  doubled 
the  crop  of  1906.  Cocoa  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  principal 
products  of  Costa  Rica.  The  acreage  is  being  doubled  every  year  on 
this  coast,  as  it  has  been  discovered  that  worn-out  banana  lands  can  be 

I)rofitably  planted  to  cocoa  in  such  a  way  that  the  planter  does  not 
ose.  the  use  of  his  land  for  any  length  of  time.  When  he  sees  that  the 
land  is  showing  the  first  signs  of  being  worn  out  for  bananas  he  imme- 
diately begins  to  put  in  cocoa  between  the  rows  of  the  former,  and  by 
the  time  that  the  first  fails  the  second  begins  to  produce. 

IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  imports  into  Port  Limon  in  1907  was 
$7,122,424,  while  the  exports  therefrom,  including  gold  and  silver 
bars  and  dust  worth  $807,613,  were  valued  at  $7,882,735. 

In  the  following  statement  is  shown  the  total  imports  and  exports 
of  principal  articles  and  also  the  percentage  of  the  imports  and  exports 
from  ana  to  the  leading  countries  during  1907. 
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Aitidw. 

Total. 

United 
States. 

III 

Qer- 
many. 

France. 

Other 
oountries. 

IMPORTS. 

Beer 

163,000 

227,640 
1,172,230 

121,346 
50,000 
52,000 

450,623 
50,000 

318,664 

317,428 

1,493,760 

57,000 
112,466 
110,000 

02,206 

64,646 
100,000 

66,000 
120,267 
106,264 

75,409 
210,000 

4,066,330 
141,600 

3,089,306 
114,515 
40,788 

Percent. 
40 
40 
31 
53 
95 
62 
100 
60 

35 

05 

91 

98 

70 

100 

99 

76 

3 

5 

21 

65 

4 

5 

70 
35 
10 
75 
99 

PereaU. 
10 
00 
40 
18 

Percent, 
50 

Percent. 

Percent. 

Coel 

Cotton  goods 

16 

■i 

6 
12 

7 

Dm0i  Mid  TiMdicinm 

1 

Eleotrical  apparatus,  eto 

1 

FW>,  caoiM^ .' 

13 

17 

14 

Floor 

3 

30 
4 
8 
2 
3 

16 

21 
1 

1 

15 
2 

Hardware 

3 

M^UnATT,  mining,  <«t<? 

KaHway  fnatmial  7'. 

Wiie(lenoe) 

jjfmtSm 

26 

2 

Tjmnber 

1 

8 
44 

86 
6 

25 
6 

45 

30 
30 
75 
6 

3 
30 

5 
20 

7 

7 

J^k^ 

23 

Backs,  cof*ee 

4 

8tationffl7. 

53 

10 

l^lnes 

6 
24 

36 
22 

49 

4 

SXPORTJ. 

Daoanas 

Coooe 

2 
11 

17 

20 
3 

IS 

Coflee 

1 

Hides 

2 

Rubber 

1 

EEVIEW  OF  TBADE  OONDITIONS  OF  PANAMA. 

By  Consul-Obnbral  Arnold  Shanklin,  Panama  Cttt. 

The  Republic  of  Panama  lies  between  7*^  15'  and  9*^  north  latitude, 
and  77°  and  82°  west  longitude,  from  Greenwich;  has  an  area  oi 
about  31,600  square  miles  and  a  population  of  about  300,000,  com- 
posed of  Panamanians,  Indians,  Americans.  French,  Eujglish,  Ger- 
mans, Italians,  and  Chinese.  The  length  or  the  Republic  is  about 
400  noiles;  at  its  widest  point  it  is  160  miles,  but  only  35  to  40  nules 
at  its  narrowest  point. 

Dr.  Manuel  Amador  Guerrero,  the  first  President  of  the  Republic  of 
Panama,  is  still  in  office.  The  other  officials  include  three  designates 
or  vice-presidents,  and  secretaries  of  Government  and  Justice,  Foreim 
Relations,  Finance,  Fomento,  and  Education.  The  laws  are  made 
by  a  single  body  of  delegates  elected  from  the  seven  provinces  of 
Panama,  Colon,  Bocas  delToro,  Chiriqui,  Los  Santos,  Veraguas,  and 
Cocle.  Each  province  has  a  governor  and  other  officials,  and  each 
city,  town,  or  pueblo  has  its  alcalde  or  mayor,  and  the  usual  officials. 
The  largest  cities  and  towns,  with  estimatea  population,  are:  Panama, 
the  capital,  35,000:  Colon,  15,000;  David,  8,000;  Bocas  del  Toro, 
3,000;  Santiago  de  Veraguas,  1,200. 

Improvements  in  the  capital  city  since  November,  1905,  have 
included  street  pavements,  waterworks,  and  a  sewerage  system. 
The  present  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  old  citj  of  two  and  one- 
half  vears  ago.  The  great  amount  of  building  m  progress  is  one 
f  roof  of  its  fuivancement.  Rents  are  very  high  and  houses  scarce, 
[eretofore  the  two-story  house  was  the  rule,  but  now  all  good  build- 
ings have  three  stories  and  some  of  t^em  lour.  Arrangements  are 
bemg  made  to  build  a  street  railway,  but  as  yet  transpoHation  ia  by 
coach.  . 
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CABLE   SERVICE   Ain>  TRANSPORTATION   FACILITIES. 

The  cable  service  has  been  much  improved  within  the  past  few 
months  because  of  the  Central  and  South  American  Companv  having 
completed  its  direct  Panama-New  York  line.  A  message  has  been 
transmitted  from  Panama  City  to  New;  York  City  in  oneialf  minute 
after  receipt  at  the  delivery  window.  The  same  company  has  also  a 
line  via  Galveston;  and  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Com- 

gany  has  a  line  via  Jamaica  and  Habana.  With  the  new  direct 
anama-New  York  line  in  operation  the  tariff  has  been  lowered  from 
69  cents  to  50  cents  per  word. 

Transportation  by  rail  on  the  Isthmus  has  been  greatty  improved 
during  tne  past  year,  and  both  passenger  and  freight  traffic  is  neayj. 
There  are  tnree  regular  steamship  companies  whicn  make  the  Pacific 
side  a  division  point,  viz,  the  racific  Mail  Company  (American), 
between  Panama  and  San  Francisco;  the  Compama  Sud  Americana 
(Chilean),  between  Panama  and  Valparaiso,  CJhile;  and  the  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Company  (English; .  between  Panama  and  CaJlao, 
Peru.  Besides  these  many  others  toucn  irregularly.  On  the  Atlantic 
side  five  steamship  companies  arrive  regularfy  at  Cristobal  and  Colon: 
The  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line  (American),  weekly  service 
between  Cristobal  and  New  York;  the  Hamburg-American  Line 
(German),  and  the  Roval  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  (English), 
each  a  biweekly  service  between  Colon  and  New  York,  via  Jamaica  and 
other  points;  the  United  Fruit  Company  Line,  weekly  service  be- 
tween Colon  and  New  Orleans^  via  Costa  Rica;  the  Leyland  and 
Harrison  Line,  trimonthly  service  from  Colon  to  New  Orleans,  via 
Jamaica.  There  are  also  French,  Spanish^  and  various  other  lines 
which  make  irregular  visits  at  the  port  of  Colon. 

The  total  mmiber  of  passengers  carried  by  the  Panama  Railroad 
during  the  past  four  years  was  as  follows:  113,790  in  1904,  217,930  in 
1905,  448,230  in  1906,  and  882,277  in  1907.  The  number  of  tons 
of  freight  handled  in  each  year  was  414,649  in  1904,  482,262  in 
1905,  665,711  in  1906,  and  936,346  in  1907. 

SANrrART    CX>NDmONS — WILD    AND    CULTIVATED    PRODUCTS — ^MINING. 

Health  conditions  here  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  could  be.  The 
total  death  rate  of  Americans  on  the  Canal  Zone  and  in  Panama 
during  1907  was  9.76  per  1,000,  while  the  death  rate  from  diseases 
was  but  6.74  per  1.000,  about  the  same  as  would  occur  among  a 
similar  body  of  people  in  Washington  or  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  hospital  service  in  the  Canial  Zone  and  Panama  is 
among  the  finest  m  existence. 

Panama  contains  an  area  of  about  21,000,000  acres  and  has  less 
than  100,000  acres  under  cultivation.  Any  fruit  or  vegetable  or 
product  will  ^ow  here  that  can  be  grown  elsewhere  with  the  same 
climatic  conditions.  Truck  gardens,  cared  for  almost  altogether  by 
Chinese,  furnish  the  great  part  of  supplies  for  the  Panamanians  and 
the  canal  employees. 

Coffee  is  grown  to  some  extent  in  Panama  and  could  be  cultivated 
to  good  advantage;  cocoanuts  prove  a  valuable  product,  the  ship- 
ments in  1907  amounting  to  about  $75,000;  cotton  is  grown  in  a 
small  way  and  is  found  wild  in  some  sections;  oranges,  lemons,  and 
limes  are  produced  in  great  quantities  and  need  but  little  care^  and 
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in  many  sections  they  grow  wild.  Bananas  are  extensively  grown, 
and  the  yield  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  world.  Rubber  is  found 
growing  wild  on  land  along  the  coast  to  about  2,000  feet  above  sea 
level.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  1,000,000  rubber  trees 
in  Panama,  and  the  rubber  exports  during  the  past  three  years  aver- 
aged about  200,000  pounds,  valued  at  $120,000. 

Cattle  raising  has  proved  to  be  a  very  profitable  business,  especially 
in  the  districts  oordering  on  Costa  Rica,  where  there  is  plenty  of  water 
and  fine  grazing,  but  the  small  farmer  can  not  realize  fiuly  the  benefits 
for  the  reason  tnat  he  can  not  bring  his  cattle  to  market  on  foot,  there 
being  no  trails  across  the  coimtry,  and  he  can  sell  only  to  those  who 
are  able  to  ship  by  vessels;  and  this  business  is  virtually  controlled, 
under  a  concession,  by  a  few  men. 

Chickens  are  not  raised  in  any  great  numbers,  and  are  sold  at  much 
higher  prices  than  in  the  United  States.  Eggs  yield  an  unusually 
lar^e  return  in  Panama,  selling  the  year  round  from  60  to  80  cents 
Umted  States  currency  per  dozen,  and  at  these  prices  the  local  market 
is  not  in  any  degree  weU  supplied. 

Mining  is  not  carried  on  to  any  great  extent  in  the  Republic,  although 
the  foothills  bear  strong  traces  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  man- 
ganese, and  many  of  the  streams  make  placer  mming  profitable. 
Onlv  one  gold-mming  property  has  been  developed  to  any  extent 
in  the  Republic. 

IMPOBT  DUTIES  AND  CUBBENCT — LANDS  OPENED  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

On  merchandise  imported  into  Panama  there  is  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  10  per  cent  charged,  the  exceptions  being  as  follows:  Coffee,  per 
100  poimds,  $4  gold;  matches,  per  2.2  poun(£,  15  cents;  salt,  per  100 

Sounds,  $1;  champagne,  per  liter  (Hter=  1.0567  miarts),  $1;  spark- 
ng  wines,  per  liter,  50  cents;  sherry,  port,  and  Malaga  wines,  per 
liter.  10  cents;  white  wines  and  claret,  per  liter,  5  cents;  vermuth, 
per  liter,  10  cents;  rum^  brandy,  gin,  ana  whisky,  per  liter,  75  cents; 
alcohol,  42  grades,  per  hter,  50  cents;  and  when  more  than  42  grades, 
75  cents;  liqueurs,  all  kinds,  per  liter,  $1;  bitters,  per  liter,  30  cents; 
beer  and  ale  of  all  kinds,  per  liter,  10  cents;  and  mineral  waters  and 
medicinal  wines,  25  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Articles  on  the  free  list  are:  Machines  for  making  roads,  cars,  mate- 
rial for  railroads,  telegraph  machinery,  boilers,  iron  bridges,  machines 
weighing  not  more  than  2,204  pounas,  coal,  minerals,  plants,  seeds, 
shoots,  sprigs  of  vine,  guano,  ice,  animals  for  oreeding  purposes,  boats 
for  use  in  the  waters  of  the  Kepublic  and  material  for  their  construc- 
tion, books  sent  through  the  mails,  and  printing,  bookbinding,  and 
lithographing  materials. 

The  currency  of  the  Republic  is  based  upon  the  balboa,  a  gold  dollar 
of  the  value  of  100  cents  of  United  States  currency.  The  balboa, 
however,  has  never  been  coined.  There  is  in  use  here  the  silver  peso, 
half  peso,  20  centavos,  10  centavos,  5  centavos,  and  1  centavo.  These 
have  a  value  in  United  States  currency  of  60,  25,  10,  5,  2i,  and  i 
cents,  respectively. 

Under  the  laws  of  the  Republic  a  foreigner  can  not  enter  who  has 
not  the  sum  of  $16  in  his  pockets,  nor  can  one  enter  if  i^cted  with  a 
loathsome  and  infectious  disease. 
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Inasmuch  bs  the  President  of  the  Republic  called  the  National 
Assembly  to  meet  in  special  session  in  June,  1907, -for  the  purpose  of 
passing  laws  as  to  ownership  in  and  sale  and  transfer  of  lands,  there 
IS  now  open  to  the  general  public  himdreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
rich  grazing  and  tillable  land  which  can  be  bought  from  the  Panama 
Government  at  25  cents  United  States  currency  per  hectare,  about 
12  cents  per  acre,  and  I  am  receiving  many  letters  from  Americans 
who  are  interested.  I  believe  there  is  a  great  future  for  Panama  in  a 
stock  raising  and  in  an  agricultiu'al  way. 

COMMERCE   OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

The  total  importations  into  Panama  during  1907,  according  to  pub- 
lidied  reports,  amounted  to  $17,204,984  g<3d,  of  which  $7,640,634 
went  to  the  Canal  Zone,  leaving  $9,564,450  as  the  actual  imports 
into  the  Republic.  The  imports,  by  countries,  are  shown  in  the 
following  statement: 


Countries. 


United  States... 
United  Kingdom 

Gennany 

France 

Spain 

Italy. 

Belgium 

Hongkong 

Salvador 


Value. 


$5,190,964 
2,028,112 
1,061,850 
334,906 
191,906 
180,712 
149.766 
97,214 
91,850 


Countries. 


Cuba,  etc 

Chile 

Ecuador 

Venezuela 

Guatemala 

other  oountries 

Total 


Value. 


188,435 
60,101 
30,63S 
SO,  101 
4.450 
8.537 


9,564,450 


The  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  Panama  informs  me,  however, 
that  from  delayed  reports  he  finds  that  the  imports  into  the  Canal 
Zone  are  much  greater  than  the  amount  given  above.  He  says  that 
the  total  amount  will  reach  $13,468,358,  an  excess  of  $5,827,824 
over  the  original  figures,  which  would  make  the  real  total  of  imports 
$23,032,808  mstead  of  $17,204,984. 

Panama  has  a  rich  soil  and  a  fine  climate,  and  wheat,  sugar,  rice, 
potatoes,  onions,  and  other  vegetables  can  easily  be  grown,  but 
nevertheless  during  1907  there  were  imported  36,000  sax^  of  flour. 
30,000  quintals  of  sugar,  40,000  quintals  of  rice,  10,000  quintals  or 
potatoes,  and  100,000  pounds  of  onions.  (Quintal  in  the  metric  sys- 
tem equals  220  pounds  avoirdupois.) 

CLASSIFICATION  OF   EXPOETS  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  exports  from  the  Republic  of  Panama  in  1907  amoimted 
to  $1,960,665,  against  $1,064,201  in  1906.  The  exports  from  the 
Panama  consular  district  to  the  United  States  in  1907  were  valued 
at  $362^05,  against  $362,720  and  $481,289,  respectively,  in  1906  and 
1905.     The  pnncipal  articles  were: 
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Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cocobolo 

$46,240 
3,226 

871815 
58,333 

7,203 
41,846 
187,376 

1,082 
32,712 

$49,107 

922 

708 

88,315 

6,541 

2,850 

23,934 

109,886 

1,720 

18,758 

2,024 

2,829 

19,126 

$82,741 

Coffee 

8,431 
8,480 
76,629 
15  483 

Copper,  old 

HiSSa.;....; ::::..::::::::::::::::::::::      ::::::::::::: 

Mahogany 

Mother-of-pearl  8heU« 

4,901 

Nuts,  Ivory 

32,029 

Rubber .                  ... 

103,697 
322 

S&rs&nMHIl«. ..,.,. . 

Rkinii' 

20,907 
677 

Specie 

l^zia  gam 

5,856 
8,005 

3,673 
14,135 

Ailotf^rartirW 

Total 

481,280 

326,720 

362,005 

COIiON. 

By  Consul  Jambs  C.  Kellogg. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Colon  during  the  year  1907  amounted 
to  $2,039,352,  a  decrease  of  $735,083  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Of  the  total  im|>orts  the  principal  amounts  by  countries  and 
the  decreases  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 

Value. 

Decrease. 

Countries. 

Value. 

Decrease. 

United  states 

$1,275,333 
349,049 
208,784 
93,798 
29,834 

$fl62}050 

-    33,330 

15,863 

13,634 

8,624 

Italy 

$22,248 
60,306 

$1,044 

United  Kingdom 

O  t  Imt  countries 

588 

Total 

France 

2,039,382 

735,063 

BpfMn 

The  imoorts  by  principal  articles  from  the  four  leading  coimtries 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Germany. 


France. 


Dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  etc 

Drugs,  etc , 

Haraware 

Lumber 

Liquors , 

ProTiaions 

Other  articles 

Total 


$482,078 
26,487 
54,527 
49,847 
198,794 
421,348 
42,252 


$180,375 
7,820 
19,890 


$91,467 
5,750 
17,856 


$40,816 
2,718 


37,870 
44,695 
58,399 


27,880 
46,183 
19,648 


28,120 
11,470 
10,674 


1,275,333 


349,049 


206,784 


93,798 


EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1907  amounted  to 
$100,792,  a  decrease  of  $55,862  compared  with  1906.  The  principal 
articles  of  export  were:  Cocoanuts,  worth  $37,839;  hides,  $6,442; 
ivory  nuts,  $23,958;  rubber,  $6,691;  and  tortoise  shell,  $12,361. 
Returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $30,846,  which  included 
$26,540  worth  of  scrap  iron.  The  estimated  value  of  exports  to 
Great  Britain  was  $204,140,  and  to  Germany  $96,348.  These  exports 
consisted  chiefly  of  tortoise  shell,  hides,  ana  rubber. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Colon  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

190& 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

BftnftnAS 

185,780 

$30,965 

$4,000 
2,278 

37,839 

4,458 

766 

6,442 

Ivory  Duts 

$26,080 
8,185. 
9.240 
2,845 

$25,394 
8,685 
13,210 
4,521 

$23,956 

Coooa 

Rubber 

6,691 

Cocoftimts 

54,600 

66,067 

Tortoise  shell 

Other  articles 

Total 

12,361 
2,000 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Hides 

4,756 

7,812 

141,485 

156,654 

100.792 

STEAMSHIP   SERVICE   DISCONTINUED COAL   RECEIPTS. 

Since  April,  1907,  the  steamers  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Steam- 
ship Company,  which  formeriy  entered  at  the  port  of  C!olon,  ceased 
calling  here  and  now  enter  at  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  the  Ainerican 

?ort  adjoining  Colon.  Lumber  and  other  cargoes  for  the  city  of 
anama,  which  formerly  were  discharged  at  Colon,  are  now  landed 
at  Cristobal  and  taken  across  to  Panama,  thereby  reducing  the  value 
of  imports  at  this  port.  Goods  destined  for  Colon  and  landed  at 
Cristobal  are  brought  here  in  cars  and  continue  to  be  examined  at 
the  Colon  custom-house  in  the  same  maimer  as  when  the  vessels 
entered  at  this  port. 

The  amount  of  coal  brought  to  the  ports  of  Colon  and  Cristobal 
for  the  use  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission  and  Panama  Railroad 
Company  consisted  of  203,451  tons  from  the  United  States,  an 
increase  of  about  100,000  tons  over  the-previous  year.  The  entire 
amoimt  of  coal  imported,  although  coming  from  the  United  States, 
was  brought  in  Norwegian  and  British  steamers ;  also  all  other  mate- 
rial'with  exception  of  that  which  came  by  the  Panama  Railroad 
steamers,  an  insignificant  amount  when  compared  with  that  brought 
by  Norwegian  and  British  cargo  steamers.  The  consumption  of 
coal  on  the  Isthmus  averaged  30,000  tons  per  month,  or  1,000  tons 
daily,  and  of  this  amoimt  aoout  5,000  tons  were  used  by  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company  and  12,000  by  the  transportation  department  of 
the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission. 

The  freight  paid  on  coal  was  $1.50  gold  per  ton,  which  on  the  203,451 
tons  brought  to  the  Isthmus  during  the  year  amounted  to  $305,176 
gold,  which  was  paid  to  foreign  vessels  by  the  Isthmian  Canal  Com- 
mission and  the  ranama  Rauroad  Company  on  coal  freights  alone. 
There  were  364,748  tons  of  other  cargoes,  principally  machinery, 
lumber,  ties,  etc.,  brought  for  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  and 
the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission  during  1907,  as  against  238,136  tons 
in  1906,  an  increase  of  106,612  tons  over  the  previous  year.  The 
freight  charges  on  these  cargoes,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  trans- 
ported in  foreign  bottoms,  amounted  to  a  very  large  sum. 

INCREASED  FREIGHT  TRAFFIC — NAVIGATION   STATISTICS- 

Freight  traffic  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans  to  the  South 
Pacific  ports  via  Panama  for  the  year  increased  6,734  tons,  to  Cen- 
tral America  and  Mexico  5,170  tons,  and  to  Panama  5,957  tons. 
From  Central  America  and  Mexico  to  Europe  there  was  a  decrease  of 
171  tons,  and  from  South  Pacific  ports  to  Europe  an  increase  of  11,050 
tons.    The  total  tonnage  from  Colon  to  Pacific  ports  amounted  to 
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640,132  as  against  409,890  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of 
230,242  tons.  That  from  the  Pacific  ports  to  Colon  was  296,214,  as 
compared  with  255,821  during  1906,  an  increase  of  40,393  tons  over 
thepreceding  year. 

Tne  freight  traffic  of  the  Panama  Raihoad  Steamship  Line  showed 
an  increase  of  16,578  tons,  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried 
increased  2,908  over  1906.  Tonnage  from  Europe  to  Central  America 
and  Mexico  increased  3,262  and  U>  the  South  Pacific  ports  12,679. 
The  through  traffic  was  41  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  handled,  as 
against  51  per  cent  during  1906.  The  total  earnings  of  the  railroad 
for  transportation  showed  an  increase  of  $1,068,072  over  the  previous 
year.  Tne  earnings  of  the  steamship  line  were  $1,560,910,  an  mcrease 
of  $213,898  over  1906. 

The  number  of  steamers  entering  this  port  during  1907  were  21 
American  of  51,834  tons;  214  British  of  474,149  tons;  112  Oerman 
of  261,545  tons;  118  Norwegian  of  197,049  tons;  24  French  of  89,434 
tons;  12  Spanish  of  60,868  tons;  12  ItaUan  of  39,076  tons;  and  15 
Cuban  of  12,840  tons.  Of  saiUng  vessels,  5  American  of  1,422  tons, 
and  13  British  of  6,081  tons,  also  1  Grerman  of  416  tons,  exclusive  of 
small  coasting  vessels,  entered  this  port.  The  marked  decrease  in 
American  sliipping  during  1907  was  due  partly  to  the  steamers  of  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company  having  ceased  to  call  at  this  port,  but 
berthed  instead  at  the  adjacent  port  of  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  where 
there  entered  46  American  steamers  of  131,983  tons,  and  5  sailing 
vessels  of  1,932  tons.  Vessels  of  other  nationalities  bringing  cargoes 
for  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission  or  Panama  Railroad  Company, 
although  berthed  at  Cristobal,  entered  at  their  respective  consulates 
in  Colon.  The  total  number  of  ocean  vessels  arriving  at  the  ports 
of  Colon  and  Cristobal  during  the  year  with  coal  was  44 ;  other  freight, 
836;  a  total  of  880,  with  a  tonnage  of  700,623. 

MUNICIPAL   AND  OTHEB  IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  1907  there  was  much  accomplished  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ments in  Colon,  among  which  was  the  completion  of  the  Mount  Hope 
reservoir,  whicn  has  a  capacity  of  465,000,000  gallons  and  supphes 
the  city  of  Colon,  which  consumes  about  460,000  gallons  a  day.  A 
sewerage  system  has  been  completed  and  nearly  all  houses  are  now 
supplied  with  water;  the  paving  of  the  sidewalks  is  nearly  completed 
ana  much  was  done  to  improve  the  streets.  Dirt  and  crushed  stone 
is  being  placed  on  the  beach,  from  the  quarantine  station  to  the  light- 
house, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  damage  caused  by  the  surf 
during  the  winter  season.  This  has  also  widened  the  street,  which 
had  bBCome  narrow  for  coaches  by  the  continued  breaking  of  the  surf 
on  the  beach.  During  the  year  there  was  much  activity  in  the  con- 
struction of  streets  and  in  the  renovation  of  private  and  pubUc  build- 
ings; the  most  noteworthy  new  buildings  are  a  hotel  and  the  Panama- 
nian Government  building,  constructed  of  brick  and  cement.  This 
latter  building  is  an  up-to-date  structure,  and  one  of  the  most  elegant 
public  buildii^  in  the  RepubUc.  Front  street,  the  principal  busmess 
thoroughfare  of  the  city,  m  which  are  located  the  prmcipal  importing 
houses  of  Colon,  has  been  paved  the  entire  length. 

The  new  building  occupied  by  the  general  offices  of  the  Panama 
Railroad  Company  is  pleasantly  locatea  in  a  large  square  fronting  the 
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LOCAL  BUSINESS  DEPRESSION — ADVICE  TO   AMERICAN   SALESMEN. 

Trade  has. been  very  much  depressed  in  Colon.  Many  business 
houses  are  overstocked  in  dry  gooas,  boots  and  shoes,  clothing,  provi- 
sions, and  other  lines  of  goods.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  merchants 
were  in  hopes  that  conditions  would  improve,  but  tnere  was  a  decrease 
in  imports  from  the  United  States,  amoxmting  to  $662,050,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  and  the  present  condition  of  affairs  does 
not  tend  to  encourage  local  importers  to  show  preference  for  American 
firms  in  placing  orders  for  goods. 

During  the  year  just  ended  much  activity  has  been  displayed  by  for- 
eign salesmen,  notably  German  and  English,  in  the  advertising  of  their 
different  lines  of  goocfe.  American  salesmen  have  yet  to  learn,  among 
other  things,  that  the  Spanish- American  buyer  will  not  be  hurried  nor 
intimidated  into  purchasing  goods.     They  should  be  approached  in  a 

Juiet,  tactful  way,  and  special  consideration  should  be  shown  them, 
t  often  happens  that  an  American  salesman  will  call  on  a  merchant 
and  begin  his  interview  by  saying  that  he  is  in  a  great  hurry  and  wishes 
to  catch  the  train  for  !ranama,  and  requesting  that  the  merchant 
examine  his  samples  and  place  his  orders  for  goods  at  once.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  such  a  method  of  doing  business  must  be  discon- 
tinued if  American  salesmen  are  to  compete  successfully  with  their 
foreign  rivals.  Another  item  which  should  be  carefully  considered  by 
American  salesmen  coming  to  this  coxmtry  is  their  personal  appear- 
ance. They  should  be  dressed  neatly  and  by  their  manners  awaken 
respect  and  confidence  in  their  would-be  ourcnasers. 

BOCAS  DEL  TORO  AGBNCY. 

By  Consular  Aobnt  Louis  F.  Ryan. 

The  cultivation  and  exportation  of  bananas  to  the  United  States 
constitutes  the  principal  mdustry  of  this  district.  During  the  year 
1907  there  were  3,163,050  bimches  exported,  having  a  value  of 
$790,738  United  States  currency.  All  this  fruit  was  carried  in  for- 
eign bottoms  to  the  ports  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile.  In  1906  the 
export  was  3,312,000  bimches.  There  was  a  decline  in  1907,  as  old 
lands  were  abandoned  and  a  severe  windstorm  destroyed  a  great  many 
banana  trees.  For  the  year  1908  it  is  beUeved  that  upward  of 
4,000,000  bunches  of  bananas  will  be  exported,  and  shipments  inade 
to  European  markets.  Exports  of  other  products  to  the  United 
States  were  hides,  rubber,  cocoanuts,  Umes,  native  curios,  quaqua 
bark,  and  mahogany  wood,  having  a  total  value  of  $3,614  united 
States  currency.  Tnese  articles  were  carried  to  New  York  by  German 
steamers. 
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The  exports  declared  from  Bocas  del  Tore  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

IMS. 

lOOtt. 

1907. 

BaniuiRs 

789 

$828,126 
864 

1700,728 
003 

CncomrintA 

Hides 

816 

Limes 

30 
09 
136 

120 

Rubber 

220 
100 

1,716 
168 

Other  articles 

Total 

697,707 
16,587 

829,244 
23,340 

704,461 

Retumwl  American  go<Kl« , 

33,767 

nrevn«1  total 

714,204 

860,684 

828,206 

The  exports  to  European  markets,  on  account  of  the  better  price 
realized,  consisted  of  rubber,  sarsaparilla,  turtle  shell,  hides,  turtle 
meat,  and  chocolate,  with  an  aggregate  value  of  $32,275. 

PURCHASES  FROM  THE  UNrFED  STATES  AND  EUROPE. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1907  were  valued  at 
$873,189,  and  consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Lumb^, 
furniture,  railway  material,  including  cars  and  locomotives,  machinery 
of  all  sorts,  hardware,  tools,  tinware,  enameled  ware,  spirits  and  malt 
liquors^  provisions,  flour,  notions,  stationery,  cotton  goods,  clothing, 
laces,  jewelry,  coal,  soaps,  and  drugs.  Large  quantities  of  codfish 
and  kindred  products  were  imported  in  bond  from  Nova  Scotia,  as 
well  as  large  quantities  of  butter  from  Canada;  the  goods  came  via 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans. 

The  imports  from  Europe  direct  amounted  to  about  $120,000,  and 
consisted  of  merchandise  of  all  descriptions,  including  corrugated  iron, 
beet  sugar,  perfumery,  laces,  cutlery,  enameled  ware,  hardware  of 
various  lands,  preserves,  foodstuffs  in  tins,  cotton  gooos,  wines  of  all 
kinds^  cheap  jewelry,  notions,  clocks,  toys,  etc. 

LOCAL  IMPROVEMENTS — ^JIAILROAD  BUILDING. 

Owing  to  delays  in  the  arrival  of  new  machinery  from  the  United 
States,  repairs  to  old  machinery,  etc.,  the  work  of  filling  in  the  town 
has  not  progressed  as  rapidly  as  was  expected.  The  filling  material 
is  obtained  by  pumping  sand  and  coral  from  the  bottom  of  the  hen^. 
The  sewer  system  has  not  yet  Been  put  into  use  on  accoimt  of  tins 
delay.  The  construction  of  the  concrete  and  steel  wharf  at  Almirante, 
near  the  town  of  Bocas  del  Toro,  18  going  on  rapidlv  and  will  probably 
be  finished  eariy  in  1908.  This  miarf  will  be  the  terminus  of  the 
railway  lines  of  the  Sixaola  and  Changuinola  districts.  Banana 
steamers  will  be  loaded  at  the  wharf  instead  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Changuinola  Canal,  in  the  open  bay.  The  wharf  will  be  large  enough 
to  accommodate  tnree  large  ships  at  one  time,  having  three  berths. 
There  is  sufficient  deep  water  at  the  wharf  site  for  extremely  large 
ships. 

The  construction  of  the  railway  from  Almirante  to  Changuinola  is 
nearing  completion.    It  will  connect  with  the  railways  in  the  various 
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banana  plantations  of  Changuinola,  and  will  be  about  13  miles  in 
length.  Work  on  the  new  railway  lines  in  the  Sixaola  district,  the 
new  banana  country,  is  being  pushed  with  speed.  When  this  line  is 
finished  it  will  tap  the  rich  agricultural  land  of  the  Sixaola  country, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  Changuinola  banana  farms  will  be  the 
lai^est  banana  area  in  the  worid. 

NEW   FIBER  DISCOVERY — MARINE   STATISTICS. 

Growing  in  this  district  and  but  recently  discovered  are  the  qua- 
qua  and  mahogua  trees.  Samples  of  the  wood  and  bark  of  these  trees 
have  been  forwarded  for  exammation  to  the  United  States,  and  have 
been  found  to  be  very  desirable  for  manufacturing  into  pulp  for  mak- 
ing a  fine  quaUty  of  paper.  There  are  a  ^eat  many  of  these  trees  in 
this  district  and  large  quantities  of  the  fiber  could  oe  obtained  here. 
A  piece  of  the  fiber  immediately  beneath  the  bark  is  stripped  oflp  and 
laid  flat  on  the  groimd  and  beaten  with  a  round  stick  until  it  becomes 
soft  and  pUable,  and  can  be  formed  into  any  shape.  Small  sections 
of  this  fiber  have  been  used  as  door  mats. 

The  number  of  vessels  that  entered  from  and  cleared  for  the  United 
States  during  1907  were  165  Norw^an,  47  British,  and  7  German. 
There  were  no  American  vessels  at  this  port  during  the  year.  Eleven 
steamers  entered  the  port  from  Germany,  exclusive  of  those  men- 
tioned above,  with  general  merchandise. 


CUBA. 

INTRODUCTION, 

Reports  from  American  consular  officers  in  Cuba  in  which  the 
trade  for  the  calendar  year  1907  is  reviewed,  so  far  as  official  figures 
were  available  for  that  purpose  when  the  reports  were  prepared,  are 
presented  herewith.  The  exports  to  the  island  from  the  United 
States  of  domestic  products  in  the  year  1907  aggregated  $51,851,000, 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $3,000,000.  Manufactured 
products  constituted  the  bulk  of  the  exports.  In  the  same  year 
the  value  of  merchandise  received  from  Cuba  by  the  United  States 
was  $92,429,000,  of  which  $67,000,000  was  sugar.  While  the  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Cuba  for  several  years  has  been 
marked  by  a  steady  advance,  it  can  be  materially  enlarged  by  proper 
effort  on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  and  merchants,  and  the 
time  is  most  opportune  and  conditions  most  inviting  for  movements  in 
this  direction.  To  what  probable  extent  and  in  what  particular  lines 
of  manufactured  products  the  exports  to  Cuba  from  the  United  States 
may  be  enlarged  are  pointed  out  in  the  reports  of  the  consular  officers. 
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EEVIEW  OF  TBADE  OONDITIONS  OF  CUBA. 

By  Consul-Geitbbal  Jamks  L.  Rooqebs,  Habana. 

The  fiscal  year  of  the  Republic  of  Cuba  ends  on  June  30,  and  all 
published  statistics  as  to  foreign  and  internal  trade  relate  to  the 
twelve  months  preceding  the  date  given,  the  results  of  the  two  calen- 
dar years  immediately  preceding  not  being  issued  until  nearly  the 
elapse  of  another  calendar  year.  Thus  the  attempt  to  give  a  close 
analysis  of  the  calendar  year  1907  can  not  succeed  because  no  ad- 
vance statistics  can  be  obtained  giving  the  classification  and  arrange- 
ment of  returns  until  a  period  of  several  months  has  elapsed.  In 
the  case  of  the  calendar  year  1907  the  statistics,  as  they  relate  in 
general  to  the  exterior  trade  and  commerce,  will  not  be  available  in 
any  official  shape  until  the  autumn  of  1908.  It  may  be  stated  also 
that  the  figures  for  1907  as  to  the  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  Cuba,  which  have  appeared  in  various  publications,  diflfer  ma- 
terially from  those  which  are  announced  in  this  report  with  official 
authority  and  which  are  stated,  however,  to  be  only  approximately 
correct. 

THE  BUSINESS   TEAR  IN   THE  ISLAND. 

Before  entering  upon  a  review  of  Cuba's  external  trade  there 
should  be  given  a  brief  r&imi6  of  the  conditions  which  have  the 
effect  of  expanding  or  contracting  it,  for  of  all  countries  Cuba  is 
perhaps  the  most  sensitive  to  abnormal  influences  at  home  or  abroad, 
her  imports  representing  as  they  do  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
actual  total  annual  consimiption  of  the  people  and  her  exports  a 
corresjx>ndingly  larjge  share  of  production,  this  being  due  to  the 
devotion  to  a^icultural  activities  and  to  manufacturing  related 
thereto.  This  is  made  more  clear  when  it  is  stated  that  the  statistics 
of  the  fiscal  year  1905-6  show  that  of  the  total  exports  of  about 
$105,200,000,  sugar  and  the  products  of  sugar,  manutactured  in  the 
Republic,  accounted  for  about  59.6  per  cent,  or  $63,905,800,  and 
tobacco  and  the  manufactures  of  tobacco  about  $31,605,000,  or  about 
29.5  per  cent,  making  together  a  total  of  $95,510,000,  or  89.1  per 
cent  of  the  whole.  Such  a  statement  as  to  exports  implies  the  non- 
manufacturing  tendency  of  the  people  in  other  lines,  and  therefore 
proves  to  some  extent  the  large  percentage  the  importations  bear  to 
consumption.  However,  the  latter  is  a  fact  perfectly  apparent  to 
the  mo^  casual  observer  and  does  not  need  statistics  to  prove  it. 

COMMERCIAL  AND  LABOR   CONDITIONS. 

Given  such  conditions,  therefore,  it  can  be  seen  how  easily  Cuba 
could  be  affected  in  a  year  unfavorable  at  home  and  with  disturbed 
affairs  abroad.  The  year  1907  contained  both  these  elements  for 
Cuba.  While  recuperation  from  the  internal  conditions  of  1906  was 
rapid,  and  in  some  respects  wholesome,  there  remained  an  unrest 
brought  about  by  the  consideration  of  an  anomalous  state  of  affairs, 
and  this  found  expression  as  soon  as  the  harvest  of  the  sugar  crop 
was  well  under  way.  Even  the  result  of  the  more  intensive  effort 
in  the  cane  harvest  was  not  satisfactory  owing  to  the  low  price  of 
sugar  and  the  high  price  of  labor,  by  reason  of  restricted  immigration 
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and  the  advance  in  exchange  rates  in  Spanish  silver,  the  medium  of 
general  labor  compensation.  The  su^r  yield  was  large  (1,441,687 
tons,  according  to  the  oflScial  statistics) ,  but  the  net  result  somewhat 
disappointing.  The  tobacco  interests,  as  represented  by  the  growers, 
pronted,  but  the  manufacturers  had  the  blight  of  a  long-continued 
strike  of  their  employees,  which  resulted  in  large  surplus  stocks  to 
carry  forward  and  an  increased  cost  of  production. 

INCREASED  IMPORTATIONS. 

This  condition  was  made  all  the  worse  by  financial  and  business 
disturbances  abroad  which  followed.  To  add  to  these  discourage- 
ments and  ills  came  strikes  among  the  railway  employees,  the  steve- 
dores, and  those  engaged  in  the  building  trades,  thus  curtailing  the 
earning  power  and  having  an  immediate  and  adverse  effect  upon 
the  merchants  and  financial  interests.    The  immediate  effect  of  this 

Erobably  was  to  increase  somewhat  the  importations  owing  to  the 
ick  of  home  production  for  the  markets,  and  that,  combined  with  the 
abnormal  importations  by  reason  of  public  improvements  of  one 
kind  or  another,  sustained  the  business  increase  with  the  world  as 
far  as  purchases  were  concerned.  However,  the  true  effect  of  1907 
in  this  respect  will  be  seen  in  the  business  of  the  first  half  of  the  year 
1908,  and  the  analysis  of  the  1907  imports  will  probably  show  a  fall- 
ing off  from  the  normal.  The  results  as  to  exports  were  made  appar- 
ent most  through  manufactured  tobacco,  and  the  outcome  of  the 
year  showing  a  gain  not  proportionate  with  that  which  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  increase  in  business  importance  and  develop- 
ment is  mainly  attributable  to  that. 

THE   island's   great   VITALITY. 

And  finally  Cuba's  system  of  business  credits  was  greatly  affected 
by  financial  disturbances  abroad.  The  situation,  while  it  did  not 
become  acute,  was  nevertheless  of  sufficient  gravity  to  cause  anxiety 
and  disarrangement  of  plans  which  had  more  or  less  effect  upon 
everybody.  The  confidence  given  by  the  attitude  of  the  provisional 
government  in  matters  financial  and  in  a  business  way  aid  a  great 
deal  toward  readjusting  conditions. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  it  is  a  marvel  that  after  such  a  year  as  1907  any 
country  could  show  as  good  results.  It  only  proves  again  the  wonder- 
ful vitality  of  Cuban  resources  and  testifies  to  her  creative  power  of 
wealth. 

It  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  such  evidences  will  be  accentuated 
in  the  future,  for  whUe  Cuban  labor  has  had  several  good  object  les- 
sons in  the  suspension  of  industry  even  under  a  measure  of  success  in 
the  contention,  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  development  under 
capital  and  imported  energy,  this  taking  the  form  or  new  sugar- 
making  plants,  new  tobacco  fields  and  factories,  and  the  opening  of 
large  areas  to  the  culture  of  citrus  fruits,  vegetables,  fibrous  plants, 
and  other  products  of  agriculture.  With  an  increase  of  desirable  im- 
migration and  under  normal  conditions  it  would  be  hard  indeed  for 
Cuba  to  avoid  the  great  augmentation  of  her  wealth  and  her  im- 
portance in  the  world's  trade. 
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THE  FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  statistics  in  the  tables  following  are  from  official  sources;  but  as 
there  remain  many  tabulations  to  make,  and  perhaps  some  changes  in 
totals,  the  Cuban  bureau  of  statistics  only  announce  them  as  approxi- 
mately correct,  and  they  are  submitted  with  that  imderstanding.  The 
grouping  of  countries  is  according  to  the  Cuban  method,  "North 
American  countries,"  meaning  Mexico  and  Central  America ;  "  Eu- 
rope." all  countries  exclusive  of  those  named ;  and  "  Other  countries," 
all  tne  rest  of  the  world,  including  South  America.  All  values  are 
expressed  in  United  States  currency.  The  statistics  of  imports  into 
and  exports  from  Cuba,  by  countries,  during  the  calendar  years  1906 
and  1907  follow: 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. . 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  Statesw 

North  American  countrl«4    .„   ... 

10.'-      127 

n.(i]7,i»9 

r,,.',7-i,V99 

M,;^7<i,(ii6 

!t7n,r«7 

",->T7.f06 
V,:,92,:«6 
a, 478,615 
15,m.981 
6,044,705 
3,604,062 
1,831,;I68 

188,175,451 

2.467,074 

8.671,196 

676,628 

5,880.784 

1,513,129 

768,655 

742,672 

100,774.645 
2,496.284 

Germany—    .    _. 

Spain „ 

Great  Britain  ,„ 

8.218,794 

484.876 

4,506.458 

France - „ 

Europe 

AD  other  countries _ _ 

1.881,974 
739,015 
487,901 

Total- 

96,018,509 

104,4e0,98& 

108.914.586 

104,080,087 

The  total  gain  in  imports  is  distributed  about  evenly  between  the 
United  States,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  countries  not 
named,  but  the  great  increase  is  allotted  to  the  three  great  competi- 
tors. As  stated,  owing  to  the  lack  of  statistics,  the  import  trade  can 
not  be  closely  analyzed  at  this  time^  but  it  is  known  that  the  increase 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  largely  due  to  machinery,  con- 
struction material,  and  provisions,  while  that  of  Germany  and  Great 
Britain  probably  represents  more  closely  the  augmentation  of  the 
natural  market,  the  demand  from  these  countries  tor  machinery  and 
construction  material  used  in  Cuban  improvements  not  being  great. 
Taking  it  all  in  all,  the  gain  of  Germany  and  Great  Britain  is  the 
most  significant  in  the  comparison,  and  must,  to  some  extent,  represent 
increased  activity  in  seeking  the  Cuban  market. 

IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES   AND   SHARE   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  statistics  of  importation  by  articles  being  unavailable  for  cal- 
endar years,  the  nearest  approach  possible  to  supplying  the  deficit  is 
through  the  official  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year  1906-7,  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year.    These  figures,  which  have  not  been  pub- 
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lished,  are  furnished  with  official  authority.  The  classification  is 
according  to  the  Cuban  method.  The  table  which  follows  shows 
the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  and  tiie  total  from  all 
other  countries: 


ArtidM. 


1905-6. 


United 
States. 


Other 
countries. 


l«»-7. 


United 
States. 


Otber 
countries. 


Allmentar7  substances: 

Cereals 

Fish 

PruJts 

Meats 

Milk  products 

Oils  and  beyeraces.. 
Vegetables,  etc 


Otber 

Animals  and  animal  wastes: 

Animals 

Hides  and  skins 

Leather  ffoods _ 

Chemicals,  dru^,  etc. : 

Colors,  dyes,  and  varnishes 

Otiemical  products 

Drugs 

Oils,  fats,  waxes,  etc 

Dry  goods,  and  manufactures: 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 

Silk,  and  silk  goods 

Vegetable  fibers 

Wool,  bristles,  hair,  etc 

Machinery,  instruments,  etc.: 

Apparatus,  machinery 

Instruments 

Machinery 

Metals,  and  manufactures: 

Copper,  etc 

Gold,  silver,  andplatinuni 

Iron  and  steel 

Other 

Paper,  and  paper  goods: 

Books,  etc __ 

Cardboard  and  paper 

Stones,  earth,  and  ceramics,  etc.: 

Bitumens,  etc 

Earth  and  stones 

Glass  and  crystals 

Pottery,  porcelain,  etc 

Wood,  and  other  vegetable  materials: 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

Other  vcKetable  materials 

All  other  articles . 


TotaL- 
Money 


9i,864,e29 

100,506 

217,666 

6.044,064 

782,191 

460,816 

1,200,176 

1,464,007 

2,667,820 

828,460 

2,878,890 

276,744 
762,894 
219,880 
674,967 

1,448.714 
144,887 
162,612 
111,689 

2,162,626 

180,663 

6,176.110 

,606,879 

186,921 

4,074,496 

89,808 

104,067 
877,825 

878,480 
443.276 
279,265 
116.914 

2,079,019 

142.862 

7,907,192 


$4,810,602 
1,286,576 

817,745 
8,202,828 

967,667 
8,466.066 
2.246.962 
1,666,166 

6,583.682 

167.692 

1,687,000 

280.946 
744.200 
169.619 
994,000 

7,829,488 

947.206 

8.228.628 

1,172,866 

1,169,067 

878,401 

2,646,966 

261,282 
1.066.579 
2,607,610 

209,640 


649,962 

6,229 

266,490 

1,046,387 

810,618 

782. S75 

154.468 

2,921.674 


$6,680,381 

86,781 

201,620 

6,648,228 

929.069 

660.666 

1.507,181 

1,624,086 

924.706 

879.096 

2.909.749 

802.180 
865.068 
268,642 
786,310 

1,295.856 

97.645 

161,884 

96.409 

1,757,021 

78.176 

4.896,896 

590.406 

116.767 

3.285.463 

117.869 

112.847 
477.682 

1,016,782 
679.672 
809.961 
106.602 

1.896.928 

124.444 

7.764.710 


48.830.629 
663.696 


66,564,963 
1.566.064 


48.192.672 
7.470 


$6,889,670 
1,231,286 
801,502 
2,816,291 
1,009,891 
2,969,426 
2,464,767 
2,680,062 

1,091,001 

186,474 

1,266,661 

256,707 

706,671 

181,810 

1,0U,411 

6,743,766 

818.224 

8,226.466 

1,020,906 

490,186 

224.682 

1,412,026 

229.060 

940.180 

2,196,916 

248,278 

264.402 
644.868 

6.146 
884.804 
912.881 
656.948 

678.004 

167.280 

2.821.182 


48.476.217 
667.836 


Qrand  total 


49,884,327 


67,121,017 


48,200,142 


49,134,068 


SALES   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

As  to  exports,  the  balance  of  trade  against  the  United  States  has 
increased,  and  this  is  explained  in  the  comparative  statement  as  to 
declared  exports  through  United  States  consulates  in  Cuba.  The  in- 
crease of  Cuban  exports  to  all  countries  was  onl^  $154,501,  this  being 
due  to  the  low  sugar  price  and  disturbed  conditions  of  one  kind  or 
another. 

In  the  following  tables  there  are  given  the  consolidated  statements 
as  to  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  the  declared  values  of  exports  to'  the 
United  States  through  all  the  American  consulates  and  consular 
agencies  in  Cuba,  the  totals  of  these  values  declared  in  the  three  con- 
sular districts,  the  values  from  the  consular  district  of  Habana,  aifd 
the  total  values  from  Habana  and  the  agencies  at  Matanzas  and  Car- 
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denas.  In  the  table  relating  to  the  Habana  district  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  the  exports  :&om  Matanzas  and  Cardenas  are  almost 
entirely  sugar  and  molasses. 

The  value  of  declared  exports  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  past  three  calendar  years  was  as  follows: 


ArildM. 


1005. 


1906. 


Animator  8klns „„.  $1,848 

Bananas '  796,8S2 

Oiffan.  elgarett«e.  etc .'V..-'....7-".7-.|  8,749,875 

Cocoa _... _ 4n,141 

Oocoanats |  292,208 

Oocoanot  olL ' 

Copper  ore— _ 528,892 

Prolta,  vegetables,  etc _ 882,806 

Hides,  bones,  etc _ _  129.471 

Honey _ 52.558 

Iron  ore „ l,485,a[0 

Lnmber.  woods,  etc _ 421,722 

Maniranesa. _ _ •33,a'ift 

Metal  scrap 141.879 

Molasses _ 1.619,662 

Sponces _ 176.446 

Sugar - „ 66,415,808 

Tobacco,  leaf,  etc -. - 11.694,674 

Wax _ .- 16,667 

Sundries - —  154,508 


Total 

Batomed  American  goods.. 


Grand  totaL- 


80,065,069 
217,882 


89,282.951 


$249 

831,572 

4,600,151 

209,  U2 

282,812 

19.947 

830,376 

999,684 

2862,287 

21,232 

2.215.584 

917,718 

83.000 

198.502 

1.186,121 

149,680 

53,725,402 

16.258,370 

42,547 

526,770 


82,0i}9,805 
321,086 


3,281,741 


1907. 


$2W 

571,  n5 

4,178,104 

205,948 

238.620 

S.819 

624,103 

776,677 

297,486 

56,000 

2,569,924 

1,223,221 

286,747 

274.518 

1.118,165 

189,263 

61,384,454 

12.500,680 

78.401 

ViO.OO? 


86.937,311 
257.434 


87.194.745 


The  shipments  of  Cuban  produce,  by  consular  districts,  to  the 
United  States,  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 

1006. 

1006. 

1907. 

Habana 

Cienfuegos 

Santiago 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

$50,861,764 
26,887,485 
12.875,880 

$48,855,938 
22,766,419 
11,387.458 

$47,478,876 
28.704.162 
15.754,278 

Total— 

80.066,009 

82.959.805 

86.037.811 

EXPORTS   TO    UNITED    STATES    FROM    HABANA    DISTRICT. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  from  the  Habana  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  three  mentioned  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Cigars,  cigarettes,  etc. 

Oocoanuts 

Traits,  vegetables,  etc.. 

Honey. _^ 

Lumber  and  woods 

Metal,  scrap 

Molasses 

Sponges 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf.  etc. 

Wax 

Sundries 


$8,740,875 


$4,600,016 


874.766 

44.488 

126.664 

188.496 

,599.901 

176,446 

,406,764 

,424.998 

12,658 

22,118 


964,461 

11,877 

149.237 

185.520 

1.152,883 

149,689 

25,307,297 

16,665,573 

19,140 

357.81S 


$1,178,088 

23,726 

748,826 

27,944 

129,976 

249.908 

1,050,967 

139,268 

28,180,712 

12.272,102 

15,618 

289,500 


Tbtal 

American  goods  retumed. 

Grand  total 


50.668,056 
183,696 


48.572,466 
?88,477 


47.274.574 
204,802 


50.851.754 


48.855.988 


47.478.876 
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Of  the  exports  from  the  Habana  district  to  the  United  States  the 
following  statement  shows  the  share  of  each  port : 


Ports. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Habana _ 

$27,050,189 
12,183,123 
11.618(492 

$31,787,298 
9.768.171 
7.900.469 

$27,874,222 

Matanzas 

10.896,404 

Oardenas .      .  _    _ 

9.206.250 

TotaL 

50,851,754 

48.855,033 

47.478.876 

Cuba's  best  customer. 

It  is  apparent  at  a  glance  how  good  a  customer  the  United  States 
is  to  Cuba  as  far  as  her  main  products  are  concerned.  But  to  make 
this  clearer  it  can  be  stated  that  in  1905  the  United  States  took  in 
sugar  and  tobacco  and  the  manufactures  thereof  80  per  cent  of  her 
whole  trade  with  Cuba,  and  in  1906  it  rose  to  90  per  cent,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  same. 

As  to  the  United  States  purchases  of  sugar  alone  there  was  shipped 
from  the  consular  district  of  Habana  48  per  cent  in  1905,  47  per  cent 
in  1906,  and  45  per  cent  in  1907.  The  Cienfuegos  district  had  37  per 
c-ent  in  1905,  40  per  cent  in  1906,  and  37  per  cent  in  1907.  The  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  district  had  in  1905  about  1^  per  cent,  in  1906  about  13 
per  cent,  and  in  1907  about  18  per  cent.  The  gain  of  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  district  in  the  percentage  of  the  1908  value  of  sugar  will 
probably  be  much  more  pronounced  on  account  of  increased  acreage, 
better  cane,  and  the  better  prices  that  will  be  obtained  by  the  sugar 
producers  of  that  district  who  could  aflFord  to  hold  for  the  higher 
market. 

The  district  of  Habana,  entirely  exclusive  of  the  agencies  at  Matan- 
zas and  Cardenas,  accounted  for  over  95  per  cent  of  tne  value  accruing 
through  tobacco  and  the  manufactures  thereof.  The  only  other  dis- 
trict producing  any  quantity  of  tobacco  was  that  of  Cienfuegos, 
through  which  the  Santa  Clara  product  was  shipped. 

One  of  the  significant  items  of  this  statement  is  that  of  iron  ore. 
The  export  from  Santiago  Province  is  steadily  increasing,  and  when 
the  new  plants  at  Nipe  Bay  and  Mayari  are  completed  there  will  be 
a  tremendous  increase. 

The  great  increase  in  lumber  and  wood  exports  is  almost  entirely 
attributable  to  Santiago,  and  represents  the  expansion  of  the  cedar 
and  mahogany  market. 

The  decadence  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  shipments  in  1907  is  due 
partly  to  drought  and  the  northern  market.  Within  a  year  there 
should  be  a  substantial  increase,  as  new  citrus  fruit  groves  are  coming 
into  bearing,  and  the  acreage  in  vegetables  is  increasing. 

ADVANCE   IN   INTERNAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  general  terms  to  the  development  of 
Cuban  sources  of  production,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  those  outside  the 
Republic,  and  but  a  few  within,  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the  in- 
crease in  values  which  will  ensue  under  proper  conditions.  The  main 
factor  in  this  development  arises  through  the  public-road  system  now 
under  construction  and  for  which  credits  for  many  millions  of  dol- 
lars are  designed.    These  roads,  which  are  of  a  uniform  width  of  8 
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meters  (26  feet  and  3  inches),  are  being  constructed  under  the  super- 
vision of  United  States  Army  engineers,  and  the  specifications  call 
for  the  most  advanced  type  of  modem  macadam,  the  metalling  ex- 
tending to  a  width  of  5  meters  ( 16  feet  and  5  inches) ,  thus  providing 
a  practically  indestructible  highway  with  as  easy  grades  as  can  be 
obtained.  They  are  reaching  to  all  sections  of  the  island,  replacing 
old  cart  roads,  which  were  usually  all  but  impassable  even  in  the  dry 
season,  and  are  furnishing  easy  means  of  communication  to  and  from 
regions  where  the  pack  train  was  the  only  certain  method  of  carrying 
freight.  The  result  of  this  programme  is  already  apparent  in  the  in- 
crease of  agricultural  activity  as  expressed  in  the  western  end  of  the 
island  by  tobacco  growing  and  the  institution  of  citrus  fruit  and 
vegetable  plantations.  Kecognizing  these  conditions  the  Western 
Bailroad  is  extending  its  line  through  Pinar  del  Rio  Province  to  the 
western  extremity  or  the  island  toward  Mantua,  and  thus  will  afford 
an  outlet  for  a  region  which  will  soon  be  the  small-farm  section  of  the 
island.  In  Oriente  Province  in  the  east  further  development  of  rich 
sugar-cane  lands  is  taking  place,  and  between,  in  Habana,  Matanzas, 
Santa  Clara,  and  Camaguey  provinces,  the  landowners  are  preparing 
for  their  share,  of  the  benefit  which  wilL  accrue  primarily  from  good 
roads. 

EVIDENCES   OF  DEVELOPMENT. 

To  enumerate  the  evidences  of  development  in  Cuba,  aside  from 
the  groundwork  which  is  being  done  under  the  beneficent  design  of 
the  provisional  government*,  would  be  to  review  the  agricultural  en- 
deavor, for  such  it  is  principally,  except  in  the  far  east  where  Ameri- 
can corporations  are  deriving  wealth  from  iron-ore  deposits,  and 
where  railroads  will  endeavor  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands  for 
transportation.  The  sugar-cane  growing  areas,  while  not  being  ex- 
ploited to  any  great  extent  at  present,  are  being  clearly  defined,  the 
lands  for  cattle  grazing,  for  general  farming,  and  for  citrus-fruit 
growing  are  being  occupied,  and  the  small  farm  section,  for  such  is 
the  manifest  destiny  or  western  Habana  and  all  of  Pinar  del  Rio 
provinces,  is  now  being  appreciated  and  will  be  colonized  and  worked 
to  its  full  productiveness  as  soon  as  such  obstacles  as  defective  titles 
and  lack  of  transportation  facilities  are  cleared  away. 

Manufacturing,  save  in  the  great  staples,  does  not  seem  to  be  taken 
into  account;  but  given  an  era  of  tranquillity,  and  the  prosperity 
which  seems  to  some  degree  natural  to  Cuba  despite  all  untoward 
circumstances,  and  the  creation  of  wealth  through  manufacturing 
will  surely  ensue,  with  its  resultant  features  of  use  of  native  raw 
materials,  such  as  timber,  clays,  leather,  and  many  other  things 
which  Cubans  are  now  content  to  include  in  their  exports. 

The  improvements  of  harbors  will  follow  other  public  work  in  the 
line  of  logical  necessities.  Habana  Harbor,  the  ^eat  port  of 
entry  and  of  export,  may,  it  is  feared,  by  reason  of  its  inadequate 
docks  and  conveniences  for  commerce,  find  a  rival  in  Matanzas,  since 
the  latter  port  will  eventually  be  nearer  the  center  of  activity  on  the 
island  and  is  equally  accessible  to  the  world.  That  eastern  Cuba, 
and  particularly  the  north  coast  port,  Nipe  Bay,  will  demand  and 
obtain  improvements  in  harbors  is  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  fol- 
lowing will  come  the  necessity  for  giving  uie  province  of  Pinar  del 
Rio  a  convenient  deep-water  port. 
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IMMIGRATION  AS  A  FACTOR. 

The  great  essential  to  complete  the  development  of  Cuba  is  be- 
lieved by  all  to  lie  in  immigration  of  a  satisfactory  class  of  labor. 
The  curtailment  of  the  immigration  from  Spain,  a  class  peculiarly 
acceptable  to  Cubans  by  reason  of  the  easy  assimilation  of  the  people, 
is  regarded  with  gravity.  The  statistics  for  the  year  1907  are  not 
available  as  yet,  but  during  the  period  of  the  last  six  months  of  the 
year  it  is  announced  that  the  immigration  of  Spaniards  has  again 
been  reduced  by  nearly  one-half,  that  having  been  the  result  in  prac- 
tically the  same  period  of  1906  as  compared  with  1905.  The  Cubans 
interpret  this  as  meaning  that  Spain  is  resolved  to  keep  her  people 
at  home.  This  condition  has  resulted  in  a  higher  rate  of  wage  lor 
field  labor  and  in  further  embarrassment  of  the  Cuban  planter  on 
the  whole  question.  The  query  is  now.  From  whence  will  come  the 
labor  to  provide  for  the  development  which  will  ensue  through  the 
agency  of  incoming  capital  f  Many  are  turning  to  the  other  islands 
of  the  West  Indies  which  seem  to  have  a  rather  doubtful  future,  but 
everywhere  is  the  same  obstacle — ^the  necessity  for  the  labor  at  home. 
The  optimistic  assert,  however,  that  Cuba's  increase  in  population, 
a  gain  of  29  per  cent  (the  population  in  1899  being  1,672,845  and  in 
1907^  2,028,282),  will  provide  for  all  necessities,  ho  one  apparently 
considers  that  labor  rrom  the  United  States,  except  as  represented 
by  the  colonist,  is  at  all  probable  or  even  possible. 

TRADE    AND    INDUSTRIAL   CONDITIONS. 

It  was  noted  long  before  the  actual  sugar-cane  harvest  of  1907 
began  that  unless  climatic  conditions  became  extremely  favorable 
there  would  be  a  great  shortage  in  the  production  of  sugar.  This 
was  made  apparent  by  the  known  facts  that  during  the  year  1906 
but  little  new  cane  was  planted  on  old  plantations  and  that  there  had 
been  scant  cultivation  of  the  fields.  Then  came  an  unusually  dry 
summer,  with  its  natural  deterrent  eflFect  upon  the  cane.  The  end  of 
the  year,  therefore,  appeared  in  decided  contrast  with  the  condition 
of  1906,  when  operations  began  at  the  opening  of  the  twelfth  month. 
Confronted  with  the  prospect  of  a  short  crop  in  the  main  staple 
and  at  a  time  when  money  is  urgently  needed,  the  effect  of  the 
financial  disturbance  in  the  United  States  and  Europe  became  all  the 
more  pronounced.  To  add  to  the  unpleasant  features  of  this  situation 
it  became  known  that  immense  stocks  of  tobacco  were  on  hand  for 
which  high  prices  had  been  paid,  and  by  the  close  of  the  year  the 
volume  of  this  product  for  sale  and  available  was  estimated  at  150,000 
bales,  representing  a  purchase  value  of  perhaps  $11,000,000,  but  with 
the  distinct  prospect  that  it  could  not  be  disposed  of  to  the  trade  at 
anything  like  that  amount.  As  the  financial  crisis  in  the  world 
arfected  the  sugar  men,  so  also  did  it  embarrass  the  tobacco  handlers. 

PRESENT  CONDITIONS   AND  FUTURE  OUTLOOK. 

These  conditions  following  a  period  of  labor  troubles,  which  re- 
duced greatly  the  purchasing  power  of  the  largest  wage-earners, 
rendered  mercantile  trade  extremely  dull  and  left  the  people  with  a 
dismal  prospect  ahead  in  the  new  year.  A  great  curtailment  of 
importation  was  promised,  and  it  speedily  ensued,  this  being  due  as 
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much  to  scant  resources  as  to  the  caution  engendered  by  other  con- 
ditions. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  would  only  be  natural  to  expect  that 
Cuba  would  have  a  very  bad  year  in  1908,  but  Cuba  is  one  of  the  few 
countries  which  give  unexpected  results,  and  therefore  it  is  only  safe 
to  say  in  anticipation  of  the  value  of  the  sugar  crop  and  the  develop- 
ments of  internal  affairs  that,  judging  from  the  evidence  and  the  logic 
of  1907,  there  should  be  a  period  of  depression  ensuing.  That  there 
is  still  some  optimism  is  only  testimony  to  the  abiding  faith  in  Cuba's 
recuperative  powers.  As  evidence  of  this  fact  it  can  be  stated  that 
although  the  customs  revenues  of  1907  amounted  to  $20,005,048,  in 
comparison  with  $18,511,296  in  1906,  the  estimate  for  the  year  1908 
was  announced  as  $23,046,000.  The  first  month  of  the  new  vear  prac- 
tically sustained  the  hope  of  this  increase,  but  the  secona  caused  a 
great  surprise  by  showing  the  smallest  customs  revenues  since  Sep- 
tember, 1906,  they  amounting  to  only  $1,604,730,  a  falling  off  from 
the  preceding  month  of  about  $620,000.  The  importations  now  all 
point  to  reduced  revenues  in  1908  rather  than  to  increased. 

A3fERICAN     INVESTMENTS    EXPANDING. 

The  large  and  lucrative  investments  of  American  capital  in  Cuban 
sugar  lands  and  mills  are  well  known,  as  are  also  the  banking,  public 
utilities,  and  iron-ore  interests  throughout  the  island.  But  the  mag- 
nitude of  American  investments  in  lands,  held  by  companies  and  in- 
dividuals, and  devoted  principally  to  stock,  citrus  fruit,  and  vege- 
table growing,  is  not  understood  or  appreciated.  Absolutely  no 
figures  to  show  the  amount  of  such  investments  are  obtainable,  but 
it  is  known  that  in  every  province  of  the  island  there  are  American 
enterprises  of  the  character  named,  while  upon  the  Isle  of  Pines  it 
is  stated  that  nearly  five-sixths  of  the  arable  lands  are  owned  by 
Americans.  The  industry  of  the  owners  of  all  these  lands  is  taking 
expression  principally  in  the  growing  of  tobacco,  citrus  fruit,  pine- 
apples, and  vegetables  for  the  winter  markets  of  large  American 
cities.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  state  the  success  of  such  ventures,  al- 
though there  are  already  instances  where  satisfactory  results  have 
been  achieved.  The  main  needs  before  such  enterprises  will  greatly 
swell  Cuba's  wealth  are  adei^uate  transportation  facilities  and  other 
conditions  which  encourage  mtensive  agricultural  endeavor.  How- 
ever, a  good  start  has  been  made  by  Americans,  and  if  the  market  ex- 
pected m  the  United  States  is  developed  under  favorable  terms  there 
will  doubtless  be  the  reward  to  the  pioneers  and  a  great  increase  of 
Cuba's  importance  at  home  and  abroad.  Defective  land  titles  and  a 
lack  of  understanding  as  to  conditions  to  be  met  have  caused  hesita- 
tion as  to  Cuban  colonization  by  Americans,  but  it  can  be  stated  as 
a  general  proposition  that  there  is  merit  in  the  purpose  and  a  good 
prospect  That  under  normal  conditions  American  interests  in  Cuba 
can  and  will  be  expanded  in  many  and  diverse  ways  and  to  a  great 
extent  as  to  volume  of  business  done  is  perfectly  apparent. 

HOW  TO  SECURE  TRADE. 

American  exporters  to  Cuba  should  always  remember  the  necessity 
of  rigid  compliance  with  invoice  rules  and  shcmld  arrange  to  have 
their  goods  promptly  cleared,  for  storage  charges  are  high,  not  only 
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in  Habana,  but  also  in  all  other  ports  of  the  island.  A  constantly 
growing  market  under  normal  conditions  of  government  awaits 
Americans  in  Cuba,  but  to  take  advantage  of  it  the  American  ex- 
porter must  consider  Cuba  as  he  would  a  part  of  his  own  country 
and,  by  acquiring  knowledge  through  personal  observation  of  the 
trade,  compljr  with  the  demands  of  its  merchants.  European  mer- 
chants are  doing  this  and  Americans  should  also.  Sending  circulars, 
letters,  and  catalogues  does  little  good.  The  ideal  way  of  getting 
Cuban  trade  is  to  send  some  one  after  it  who  can  speak  the  language 
and  appreciate  the  wants  and  needs  of  the  market. 


CIENFUEGOS. 

By  Consul  Max  J.  Baehb. 

Owing  to  the  unprecedented  dry  weather  this  season's  sugar  crop 
will  fallconsiderably  short  of  that  last  season,  and  it  is  estimated  by 
conservative  business  men  and  planters  that  the  output  of  the  27 
centrales^  whose  product  is  shipped  through  this  port,  will  be  1,174,- 
000  bags  (325  pounds  each),  as  against  1,731,010  bags  for  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Fortunately  tor  Cuba,  men  conversant  with  financial 
conditions  state  that  this  shortage  will  not  seriously  affect  the  general 
financial  condition,  as  the  price  of  sugar  is  better  than  last  year  and 
compensates  for  the  shortage  in  a  great  measure. 

The  crop  next  in  importance  to  sugar,  furnishing  exports  from  this 
port,  is  tobacco.  It  comes  principally  from  the  Manicara^ua  Valley, 
a  distance  of  40  miles  from  this  city.  This  year's  crop  is  abundant 
and  promises  to  be  of  good  quality.  The  value  of  tobacco  exported 
in  1907,  381,879  pounds,  was  $225,703,  as  against  1,307,401  pounds, 
worth  $537,333,  during  1906.  This  decrease  is  not  due,  as  it  may  ap- 
pear^ to  a  shortage  of  crop,  but  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  excellent 
guality  of  the  tobacco  and  a  shortage  of  crop  in  other  parts  of  the 
island,  especially  in  the  Pinar  del  Rio  district,  the  greater  part  was 
sold  to  Habana,  where  it  entered  partly  into  the  manufacture  of 
Habana  cigars  and  the  warehouses  of  exporters  of  Habana  tobacco. 
The  lower  grades,  for  which  there  was  little  sale,  are  still  at  Cien- 
fuegos  warehouses,  unsold. 

Jsext  to  tobacco  must  be  considered  the  growing  of  fruit  and  veg- 
etables. Oranges,  pineapples,  and  bananas  are  the  staple  fruits,  but 
coffee,  cacao,  and  cocoanut  raising  yield  good  returns,  and  vegetables 
find  an  ever  increasing  market. 

Manufacturing  industries  are  represented  by  nine  brick  and  tile 
factories,  four  iron  foundries,  two  tanneries,  one  electric  light  plant, 
one  ice  and  soda-water  factory,  and  several  others  of  minor 
importance. 

ACTIVITY  IN  PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Among  the  improvements  carried  on  in  this  district  the  building  of 
the  cart  roads  to  Manicaragua  and  Manacas  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  $400,000  deserves  first  mention.  The  work  is  being  done  under 
the  supervision  of  the  provisional  government  and  pushed  with  all 
the  vigor  and  energy  American  contractors  can  command.  The  com- 
pletion of  these  roaas  means  much  to  Cienf  uegos,  as  it  will  open  vast 
stretches  of  eminently  good  tobacco,  grazing,  and  coffee  land,  now 
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anxiously  awaiting  communication  with  its  natural  commercial  out- 
let, Cienfuegos,  ana  will  create  a  demand  for  many  articles  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture,  such  as  farm  wagons,  light  buggies,  carriages,  and 
automobiles. 

Another  improvement  inaugurated  by  the  provisional  government 
and  of  equal  commercial  importance  is  the  dredging  of  the  harbor, 
which  is  now  under  way  unaer  the  direction  of  a  Brooklyn  contrac- 
tor. The  main  channel  is  practically  finished,  and  when  entirely 
completed  a  depth  of  26  feet  will  be  acquired,  running  up  to  and 
alongside  the  Government  wharves,  with  an  average  widtn  of  165 
feet  to  the  inner  buoy,  from  which  a  basin  is  being  dredged  Y  shape, 
making  abundant  room  for  steamers  to  turn.  In  addition  to  this  a 
channel  will  be  dredged  along  the  heads  of  the  private  piers,  thereby 
giving  depth  sufficient  to  reacn  all  principal  ones.  This  improvement 
when  completed  will  brin^  an  end  to  the  present  system  of  lighterage 
with  its  high  charges,  which  makes  Cienfuegos  now  one  of  the  m(^ 
expensive  ports  to  enter^  and  will  increase  shipping  greatly. 

In  connection  with  this  work  the  Government  has  also  awarded  a 
contract  for  the  building  of  a  new  pier  and  the  renovating  and  im- 
proving of  several  of  the  older  ones.  The  contract  price  is  $77,400. 
The  new  pier  will  be  about  450  by  65  feet,  with  douole  track  in  the 
center  for  freight ;  all  including  bulkhead  to  be  covered  with  freight 
sheds,  containing  offices  for  pilots  and  revenue  officers,  and  an  electric 
light  plant  for  night  work.  This  pier  is  to  be  finished  within  nine 
months  and  by  that  time  the  dredging  will  also  be  completed,  which 
will  permit  the  largest  steamers,  now  visiting  this  port  and  dis- 
charging at  anchor  under  heavy  expense,  to  come  to  the  pier  with  a 
full  cargo  and  take  on  freight,  which  in  many  ways  will  oe  of  great 
benefit  to  the  merchants  of  this  city  and  to  commerce  in  general. 

MUNICIPAL  ENTEBPRISE. 

The  city  itself  is  progressing  steadily.  New  buildings  are  being 
erected  for  business  and  private  purposes  in  greater  proportions  than 
heretofore,  122  building  permits  having  been  granted  during  1907. 
These  were  mostly  for  substantial  dwelling  houses,  some  large  busi- 
ness houses,  and  a  new  slaughterhouse  at  a  cost  of  $24,000.  This 
activity  has  increased  the  demand  and  sale  of  lumber,  which  comes 
almost  exclusively  from  the  United  States. 

Of  the  greatest  importance  and  benefit  to  this  community,  however, 
is  the  now  assured  lact  of  the  immediate  building  and  earlj  com- 

[>letion  of  the  long  contemplated  system  of  waterworks,  sufficiently 
arge  to  supply  the  city  with  wholesome  water  for  present  and  future 
needs,  supplemented  by  a  modern  system  of  sewerage.  This  improve- 
ment has  long  been  under  contemplation,  but  various  causes  have  pre- 
vented its  realization  until  now  the  Government  at  Washington  has 
directed  the  work  to  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Cuban 

Srovisional  government  without  further  delay.  Hygienic  conditions 
emand  it  The  contract  figure  is  $2,576,157.  This  work  is  therefore 
of  the  utmost  importance,  not  alone  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
but  for  the  opportunity  it  furnishes  for  the  sale  of  goods  following 
its  construction,  which  goods,  owing  to  existing  tariff  conditions,  will 
necessarily  come  from  the  United  States. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SECURING  TRADE. 

The  Spanish  language  is  essential  to  success  in  securing  trade  on 
this  island,  and  many  American  concerns,  alive  to  this  fact,  are  em- 
ploying Latin  Americans  as  travelers  with  excellent  results,  for  even 
the  most  intelligent  of  American  salesmen  are  seriously  handicapped 
if  they  have  to  transact  business  through  interpreters.  A  year  ago 
the  editor  of  an  American  publication  requested  an. opinion  regard- 
ing their  Spanish  issue,  and  the  reply  among  other  features  stated: 

English  publications  intended  for  circulation  In  Spanish  America  are  far 
from  satisfactory;  they  may  serve  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended 
in  a  measure,  but  through  results  of  your  new  enterprise  you  will  realize  their 
limited  possibilities  In  this  country.  My  invariable  suggestion  and  advice  to 
American  merchants  seeking  trade  in  Cuba  is  to  use  Spanish.  It  facilitates 
correspondence  and  undoubtedly  impresses  the  merchant,  coming  as  it  does 
from  a  foreign  country;  it  tends  to  create  confidence  In  the  sincerity  of  the 
foreigner's  intention  to  establish  lasting  business  relations;  it  puts  the  pros- 
pective customer  on  the  right  track,  so  to  speak,  and  produces  that  friendly 
and  familiar  fe^^ling  so  necessary  for  success  and  almost  impossible  to  attain 
by  means  of  interpretation. 

The  terms  of  sale  granted  by  European  merchants  vary,  but  the 
prevailing  custom  is  cash  on  receipt  of  goods  for  provisions,  gro- 
ceries, and  hea\y  goods  of  iron  and  steel  manufacture;  from  six  to 
twelve  months  on  dry  goods;  six  months  on  hardware,  and  from  two 
to  six  months'  credit  is  extended  on  all  other  merchandise.  It  is  the 
custom  of  many  American  firms,  having  established  trade  in  this 
consular  district,  to  sell  their  goods  payable  in  thirty  days  from  date 
of  invoicing  with  2  per  cent  discount.  If  the  collection  is  held  in 
account  current,  a  mutual  interest  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  is  charged. 

Increased  attention  is  being  given  by  American  houses  to  the  pack- 
ing of  goods  for  this  market,  and  complaints  are  heard  less  f  reauently 
than  formerly,  no  doubt  a  consequence  of  the  greater  pains  taken  by 
our  manufacturers  in  sending  representatives  to  Cuba  to  study  its 
needs  while  securing  business. 

COMMERCE  UNDER  SPANISH  CONTROL — MONETARY  STANDARD. 

The  commerce  of  the  island,  and  especially  in  this  district,  is  con- 
trolled mostly  by  Spaniards.  They  are  a  commercial  race,  and,  while 
their  business  methods  may  differ  in  minor  details  from  those  in 
vogue  in  American  houses,  they  will  from  the  standpoint  of  honesty, 
punctuality,  and  strict  fulfillment  of  every  obligation,  compare 
favorably  with  the  business  men  of  any  country  in  the  world.  The 
leading  importing  provision  houses  in  this  city  do  a  banking  business 
in  connection  with  their  trade  and  are  able  to  pay  cash  for  all  con- 
signments. However,  they  have  long  been  accustomed  to  the  Euro- 
pean system,  namely,  payment  upon  receipt  of  merchandise,  and 
greatly  dislike  to  be  drawn  on.  The  Cuban  merchant  desires  the 
goods  actually  in  his  possession  before  giving  his  draft  for  them, 
and  my  advice  to  American  merchants  who  desire  to  compete  for  the 
Cuban  trade  would  be  to  follow  this  time-honored  custom,  resting 
confident  meanwhile  that  the  consignee  is  a  responsible  person  who 
will  meet  his  obligation  at  the  stated  time. 

Respecting  the  monetanr  standard  in  this  country,  it  can  be  said 
that  there  are  three,  the  official  and  two  commercial  standards.  Cuba 
has  no  money  of  its  own  coinage.  The  official  money  of  the  Republic 
is  the  United  States  currency,  and  all  taxes  or  public  debts,  railroad 
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far^  and  the  salaries  of  federal  and  municipal  employees  are  paya- 
ble in  the  same.  In  commercial  circles  (wholesale)  Spanish  gold  is 
the  basis  of  calculation,  and  in  the  retail  trade,  especially  in  the  rural 
districts,  Spanish  silver  is  almost  the  only  circulating  medium. 

ABTICLES  SOLD  BY   METRIC  SYSTEM — MERCANTILE  RATINGS. 

The  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  in  Cuba  is  established  by 
law  and  adopted  in  all  transactions  in  the  custom-house,  the  city 
hall,  and  in  the  registry  and  records  of  property;  in  fact,  it  is  com- 
pulsory and  adhered  to  in  all  official  acts.  In  groceries,  all  solid  goods 
are  sold  by  the  ounce  and  pound,  the  United  States  pound  being  used, 
as  the  scales  are  mostly  of  American  manufacture,  a  few  only  being 
imported  from  Germany.  Liquors  are  usually  sold  wholesale  in  the 
original  packages  and  at  retail  by  the  bottle,  the  poor  people  some- 
times buying  a  few  cents'  worth.  The  country's  products,  such  as 
cereals,  are  sold  by  the  pound  or  fraction  thereof,  except  corn,  which 
is  sold  by  the  fanega,  consisting  of  1,000  ears.  Vegetables  are  gen- 
erally sold  by  the  pound  or  the  arroba  (25  pounds).  Cabba^  and 
bananas  are  sold  in  numbers  from  1  up  to  100  or  more.  Civil  engi- 
neers and  land  surveyors  employ  the  metric  system  throughout  their 
measurements.  Mechanics  in  general  make  use  of  English  inches  as 
their  unit  measure. 

For  mercantile  ratings  and  information  it  is  the  custom  of  Euro- 
I>ean  exporters  to  ascertain  a  merchant's  financial  standing  through 
confidential  correspondence  with  another  merchant  with  whom  the 
exporter  enjoys  commercial  relations.  The  various  banks  are  also 
giving  information  in  this  direction,  and  the  National  Bank  of  Cuba, 
with  branches  in  all  important  cities  on  the  island,  has  announced  the 
opening  of  a  separate  department  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  com- 
mercial information. 

COST  OF  LIVING  AND  WAGES  PAID — ^EXCESS  POSTAGE. 

The  retail  prices  of  provisions  which  enter  into  the  daily  life  of 
the  average  wage-earner  are  as  follows:  Beef,  15  cents  a  pound; 
mutton  and  pork,  20  cents;  veal,  30  cents;  potatoes,  rice,  flour,  and 
corn  meal,  5  cents;  sugar,  6  cents;  lard,  15  cents;  eggs,  5  cents  each; 
milk,  15  cents  a  bottle ;  soft  coal,  40  to  50  cents  per  hundred  pounds, 
and  wood,  1  cent  a  stick.  House  rent  ranges  from  $5  to  $15  a  month. 
The  wa^s  paid  per  day  are:  Common  laborers,  $1;  typesetters, 
$1.50;  tinsmiths,  $2;  painters,  $2  to  $2.50;  carpenters,  $2  to  $3; 
masons,  $2.50  to  $3;  blacksmiths,  $3  to  $4;  boiler  makers,  $3  to  $4; 
bakers,  $40  to  $50  a  month,  including  board;  waiters,  $20  a  month 
and  board,  and  confectioners  $50  a  month  with  board. 

Something  quite  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  in  direct  contrast  with 
the  usual  complaint  by  consular  officers  of  insufficient  postage,  is  an 
almost  daily  occurrence  of  surplus  postage  on  letters  received  from 
the  United  States ;  few  j>eople  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  post- 
age rates  to  Cuba  from  the  United  States  are  the  same  as  domestic, 
many  placing  a  5-cent  stamp  on  a  letter  of  1  ounce  or  under  when  a 
2-cent  stamp  would  suffice. 

COMMEBCE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  during  the 
calendar  year  1907  was  $6,416,294,  of  which  the  United  States  fur- 
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nished  articles  worth  $3^10,285,  or  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  totaL 
The  United  Kingdom  came  next  with  12  per  cent,  followed  by  India 
and  Spain  with  10  and  8  per  cent,  respectively.  The  imports  from 
the  leading  countries  are  shown  in  the  loUowing  statement : 


Ooontrlfls. 


Valne. 


OountileB. 


Yaloe. 


Unitod  States. 

Argentina 

Belfffum- 

Brazn 

Colombia 

Denmark. 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Hexieo 


|8,210,S86 

86.186 

21.876 

8.802 

82.068 

72.823 

401.477 

621.889 

7.400 

13.U7 


NetheriaDdi 

NoFa  Scotia 

Porto  Bioo 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kincdom.. 

Veneeuela. _ 

Other  countries — 

Total 


114,242 

108.236 
110,482 
487.4M 
13.758 
780.179 
105.878 
270.618 


6.416.294 


The  value  of  domestic  exports  from  Cienfuegos  to  the  three  lead- 
ing countries  during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Ooontrles. 


United  States 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries.. 

Total 


1905. 


$13,638,875 

26.985 

63,899 

2,685 


13,617.294 


1906. 


$12,447,458 

29.469 

68.234 

4.017 


12.649,178 


1907. 


$11,495,869 

11,453 

295.719 

204 


11.803.245 


UNITED  STATES'  SHARE  OF  THE  TRADE. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Cienfuegos  from  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  valued  at  $3,210,285,  consisting  of  the  following 
articles : 


Articles. 


Adds 

Agricultural  implements- 
Animals,  live 

Breadstuifs: 

Com 

Flour 

MeaL 


OatSw . --*. 

Candles __ — 

Oars,  railroad 

Oemeot 

Ohemicals,  etc 

Coal 

Colors — 

Copper,  and  manufactures 

Cordage  and  tackle 

Cotton,  raw _ 

Fabrics 

Fish „ _ 

Glass  and  glassware 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures: 

Cutlery 

Iron  and  steel,  in  pieces 

Machines,  sewing 

Machinery,  all  kinds,  etc 

Nails 

Pipes 

Wire,  barbed,  etc 

Jewelry,  etc 


Value. 


$12,672 
18,099 
10.251 
6,196 

47.889 
292.891 

6,799 

6,088 
17,648 

7.286 
72,160 
10,009 
261,873 
14,642 
17,103 
16.0«5 

6,142 
64,254 

5.008 
10.613 

6,060 

224.006 

20.064 

181,751 

27,292 

16.346 

87.967 

4,010 


Articles. 


Leather,  and  manufactures: 

Harness  and  saddles 

Leather . 

Shoes 

All  other 

OU: 

Cotton  seed w. 

OUve.- 

Petroleum 

AU  other 

Oikjloth 

Paper,  etc 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Provisions: 

Hams  and  shoulders _ 

Lard 

Oleomargarine 

Pork,  salted— 

Rubber  goods 

Salt- — 

Tar  and  turpentine 

Tobacco- 

Vegetables 

Willow  goods 

Wood,  manufactures: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

All  oth^  articles 


TotaL. 


8,210, 


Vahie. 


$1. 

4 

168, 

6, 

10, 
10, 
66, 
1 
6, 
14 
13, 

66 
641 

6, 
126, 

6, 
18, 

7, 
28 
89, 
10 


176, 
418 


061 
,721 
969 
941 

,467 
,488 
,221 
,356 
,004 
.587 
,313 


,464 
,417 
,729 
,697 
,806 
,654 
,499 
,087 
,676 

,480 
,686 
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EXPORTS   TO  UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Cienfuegos  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907 
was  $26,337,485,  $22,766,419,  and  $23,683,489,  respectively.  The  ex- 
ports by  ports  and  principal  items  were  as  follows : 


Exports. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

CIBNFtJKOOS. 

Bnnw. 

«1,1«) 

2^626" 

12,646,479 

2W.214 

2,748 

7,665 

95&I 
1.889 
9,100 
18,600 
11,772,673 
672,640 
6,455 
2.811 

$341 

Oopper.  old 

U,684 

mSm.    -Ti ..:.:„.„.::.. .:.-..: 

28,688 

Molasses - 

Soirsr _ _ _ - 

OtberTurUdfls       llll'llZZ       HI I Ill 

47,070 

11.371,379 

226.294 

9,340 

7,058 

Total.. -.. 

12.92»,180 

12.384,569 

11.607.599 

NUBVITAS. 

Beeswax. _    .. 

PIber 

Prults.  treflh- _ _ 

Hldeeattin«8 _ 

Hides _ 

Honey _ 

Molasses ..._ 

SoFar -_ -. 

1,007 

142 

893 

1,061 

2,282 

668 

10,672 

8&4,961 

29,888 

805 

6,621 

1,106 

1,636 

2,228 

85,176 

8,129 

15.288 

975,372 

101.614 

2.551 

16,649 
121 
2,266 
1,896 
68,220 
6.128 
11.568 
1.333.020 
48.644 

Wood- 

Other  articles- „ 

2.288 

Total 

»42,404 

1.143.615 

1,474,187 

8A0UA   LA   GRANDE. 

Tobacco 

6,069,433 

4.863.173 
28.353 

5,296.406 

TotaL _ 

6,069,433 

4.886.526 

•6,306.958 

CAIBABIBN. 

287 

23.176 

7.8(» 

6,882,670 

888" 

1,066 
11,346 

6.023 

Lumber 

Ore,  copper 

Sl.i304 

Si«ar — '. .- 

Wax - - 

Otberartldes _. 

4,318,281 
8.062 
2,690 

6,106,849 
21.696 
4.826 

Total 

5,864,778 

4.836,454 

6.m,801 

Brtnrifcwl  Amflrtwin  gftftrt*  fro"i  *ii  port«    _-       

11.690 

15,255 

82.044 

Grand  totaL 

25.837,485 

22,766.419 

23,683,489 

•  Includes  all  other  articles. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  during  1907 
was  292,  of  a  total  net  tonnage  of  463,937  tons.  Of  these  vessels  250 
were  steamships,  of  447,062  tons,  and  42  were  sailing  vessels,  of  16,875 
tons.  The  number  of  steamers  flying  the  British  flag  was  77;  Nor- 
w^an,  65;  Spanish,  38;  Grerman,  34;  Cuban,  26;  Danish,  7;  and  alt 
other,  3.  Of  the  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port,  24  were  from  Eng- 
land, 16  from  the  United  States,  1  from  Mexico,  and  1  from  Spain. 
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SANTIAGO. 

By  Consul  Ross  E.  Holaoay. 

The  available  statistics  and  the  investigations  which  it  has  been 
possible  to  make  for  the  year  1907  reflect  a  generally  satisfactory 
condition  of  business  and  industrial  affairs  in  this  consular  district, 
which  embraces  the  province  of  the  Oriente,  or  the  entire  eastern 
end  of  the  island.  The  province  is  being  favored  with  betterment 
and  enlargement  of  railroad  transportation  facilities,  and  the  pro- 
visional government  has  given  more  attention  to  the  needful  improve- 
ment of  the  public  roads  already  existing  and  the  building  of  new 
ones  in  localities  where  there  were  none.  Thus  the  development  of 
large  areas  heretofore  utilized  only  to  a  limited  extent  is  made  pos- 
sible by  the  building  of  roads  over  which  to  transport  economically 
the  products  of  the  soil  to  the  local  markets  and  the  seaports  for 
exportation. 

INDUSTRIAL  AdlVITlBS  OP  THE  DISTRICT* 

Building  operations  for  both  business  and  residence  purposes  were 
notably  active  the  past  year  in  the  towns  and  cities  throughout  the 
province.  In  Santiago  an  electric  light  and  power  plant  and  street 
railway  system  has  been  constructed.  About  10  miles  of  track  has 
been  laid  upon  which  service  has  already  been  installed,  but  the 
company  proposes  in  the  near  future  to  extend  its  lines  so  as  to 
include  a  number  of  suburban  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago. 
In  these  and  in  other  features  this  community  has  maintained  a  posi- 
tion of  progress  and  of  betterment  in  keeping  with  former  years. 

The  industrial  activities  of  the  district  largely  represent  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  sugar  from  cane  ancf  mining.  The  latter  is 
limited  to  the  production  of  iron,  copper^  and  manganese  ores,  the 
mines  of  which  are  all  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago.  The  pro- 
duction of  iron  ore  for  the  year  1907  was  664,375  tons,  a  slight  in- 
crease over  that  of  the  preceding  year;  34,260  tons  of  copper  ore 
were  mined,  an  increase  oi  9,702  tons  over  1906.  There  was  produced 
27,106  tons  of  manganese  ore,  an  increase  of  18,806  tons  over  the 
production  of  1906.  The  marked  increase  in  the  production  of  man- 
ganese was  due  to  the  demand  in  the  United  States  for  low-grade 
ore  at  a  considerable  advance  in  price,  which  was  caused  by  the  tem- 

g)rary  closing  down  of  the  mines  in  the  region  of  the  Black  Sea  in 
ussia,  from  whence  the-  principal  supply  used  in  the  United  States 
is  obtained. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  tons  of  iron,  copper,  and 
manganese  ores  shipped  and  the  value  thereof  for  the  past  five  years : 


Years. 

Iron. 

Manganeee. 

Copper. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons.    1   Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

1903 

19(V4_ _ _    

1905 

657,060 
876,470 
654,200 
686.900 
664,876 

$1,880,836 
849,406 
1,474,682 
2.210,881 
2,660,924 

28,610 
20,214 
6,771 
8.800 
27.106 

$97,670 
82,170 
33,856 
83.000 

236,747 

783 
10.699 
19,638 
24,658 
84.260 

$8,888 
235.764 
599,138 

1906 

1907- 

880,236 
624,100 

Total 

2,789,966 

8,498,680 

86,001 

668,448 

89.788 

1.798,126 
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INCREASE  IN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION. 

Probably  in  no  other  way  is  the  decided  industrial  growth  of  this 
portion  of  the  island  so  clearly  shown  as  by  the  increase  in  the  yearly 
comparisons  of  production  and  value  of  sugar,  while  the  average  of 
prices  has  been  lowered. 

The  sugar  crop  of  1904-5  in  this  province  yielded  203,613  tons, 
the  market  value  of  which  was  $8,953,477 ;  the  crop  of  1905-6  yielded 
199,910  tons,  the  market  value  of  which  was  $6,493,796;  and  the 
crop  of  1906-7  yielded  287,388  tons,  valued  at  $10,142,586. 

The  remarkable  increase  of  83,775  tons  of  sugar  in  1907  over  the 
production  of  1905,  when  the  price  of  sugar  reached  the  highest  point 
attained  in  several  years,  and  when  all  available  cane  was  ground,  is 
the  best  evidence  of  the  industrial  activity  which  has  been  taking 
place  in  this  portion  of  the  island.  This  represents  the  clearing  and 
planting  to  cane  of  many  thousands  of  acres  of  virgin  land ;  the  con- 
struction of  two  large  sugar  mills,  with  a  combined  capacity  of  6,500 
bags  of  sugar  daily,  or  approximately  950  tons  of  sugar  per  day. 
Many  improvements  have  also  been  installed  on  the  other  estates  in 
the  way  of  machinery  and  the  extension  of  railroads  for  transporting 
the  cane  to  tiie  mills. 

UNITED  STATES  LEADS  IN  SALES  AND  PURCHASES. 

Both  the  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  this  consular  district 
show  large  increases  over  those  of  1906.  The  imports  into  the  port 
of  Santiago  advanced  to  $8,665,528,  as  against  $8,121,303  in  1906, 
an  increase  of  $544,225.  The  increase  in  the  value  oi  the  imports  into 
the  port  of  Santiago  during  the  past  five  years  is  $4,000,000,  or  nearly 
100  per  cent,  an  index  of  the  prosperous  commercial  conditions  that 
have  prevailed  in  this  consular  district. 

Of  the  total  importations  into  the  port  of  Santiago,  the  United 
States  furnished  $4,257,157,  or  49.12  per  cent,  against  $3,545,501,  or 
43.65  per  cent  in  1906,  an  increase  of  $711,656,  or  20.07  per  cent.  This 
increase  is  largely  represented  by  electrical  supplies  and  machinery 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  power  plant  and  street  railway. 

Foreign  countries  showing  the  largest  increase  and  decrease  in  im- 
ports into  the  port  of  Santiago  in  1907,  compared  with  1906,  were: 
Increase— France,  $135,540;  India,  $52,993;  Great  Britain,  $19,374; 
Nova  Scotia,  $40,486 ;  and  Italy,  $24,934.  Decrease— Spain,  $132,293 ; 
Colombia,  $235^08;  Germany,  $42,684;  and  Jamaica,  $20,397.  The 
imports  from  France  consist  largely  of  textiles,  drugs,  wines  and 
liquors,  fancy  and  toilet  articles;  &om  India,  jute  bags  used  for  bag- 
ging sugar  J  from  Great  Britain,  cotton  and  woolen  textiles,  railroad 
iron,  machinery,  and  hardware,  and  from  Nova  Scotia,  codfish  and 
provisions. 
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COMMEBCIAL  BELATI0N8. 
IMPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  all  coun- 
tries into  the  port  of  Santiago  for  the  past  three  years : 


Countries. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  States - 

Austria - 

13.449,940 

89.628 

168,006 

71,675 

82,142 

324,303 

857,122 

214,942 

18,817 

25,949 

6,721 

88,976 

821,889 

190,224 

1,224.966 

27.226 

1.257,686 

$3,545,501 

44.697 

82,421 

236.527 

82,405 

291,857 

844,347 

2n,875 

9,782 

80,404 

54,825 

63.586 

383,408 

104,378 

1.219.297 

67,797 

1,063,768 

19,129 

219,757 

66,502 

$4,257,157 
85,874 

Belgium - - 

Colombia _— _ 

Dnnmark...  .  ., _ 

France 

Germany.. 

21,148 
1.819 

40.687 
427.897 
801.668 

Italy — .- 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

824.868 
84.606 
10.007 
31.226 
59,060 

Nova  Scotia _ 

Porto  Rico    ,,  .. 

423.894 
108.199 

Spain- _ 

Switzeriand. 

United  Kingdom „ 

Uruguay-    

1.067.001 
60.801 

1,103.142 
52.866 

VeDezuela. 

Al^  other  countries-..—.. -—....——..- 

241,689 
56,086 

221.442 
69,060 

Total - 

8,067,925 

8,121.806 

8,665,626 

DETAILS   OF   EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  exp»orts,  exclusive  of  returned  American  goods, 
from  the  consular  district  of  Santiago  to  the  United  States  during 
the  last  three  calendar  years  was  as  follows:  In  1905,  $12,853,233; 
1906,  $11,314,549.  and  1907,  $15,734,186.  The  increase  in  exports  is 
due  entirely  to  the  industrial  development  which  the  country  is  en- 
joying. 

Iron,  copper,  and  manganese  ores  are  the  leading  exports  from 
Santiago,  sugar  from  Guantanamo,  sugar  and  bananas  from  Nipe, 
sugar  and  hard  woods  from  Manzanillo,  and  bananas,  cocoa,  and  co- 
coanuts  from  Baracoa. 

Cocoanut  growing  as  a  commercial  industry  is  limited  to  a  few 
regions  at  the  extreme  east  end  of  the  island,  the  only  point  of 
export  being  Baracoa.  The  value  of  the  cocoanuts  exported  to  the 
United  States  during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows:  In 
1905,  $292,208;  1906,  $282,313,  and  1907,  $214,895.  The  decrease  in 
the  exports  of  cocoanuts  is  due  to  a  gradual  diminution  of  production 
caused  by  a  disease  known  as  the  heart  rot,  which  is  making  serious 
inroads,  and  even  threatening  the  entire  destruction  of  the  cocoanut 
industry  of  that  section.  The  Cuban  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion has  been  making  a  study  of  the  conditions  there  to  see  if  some- 
thing can  not  be  done  to  check  the  disease. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  monthly  production  of  nuts  in  the  vicinity 
of  Baracoa  has  been  reduced  1,000,000  and  is  still  dropping.  The 
diminution  is  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  new  cocoanut  groves  have  been 
constantly  coming  into  bearing,  so  that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  heart 
rot,  the  production  would  have  increased. 
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EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  consu- 
lar district  of  Santiago  to  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  years 
1905, 1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Baeswax 

Ooeoa 

Oocoanats 

Hides- 


Honey 

Metal,  old 

Ore: 

Copper 

Iron- 


Manganese — 

Pineapples 

Sugar 

Woods: 

Logs,  oedar — 
Strips,  cedar- 
Mahogany 

other— 

An  other  articles.. 


1906. 


$796,832 

259 

471,141 

292,208 

29,719 

2,291 

2,887 


521, 

1,485, 

83, 

4, 

8,958, 


208, 


Total 

Returned  American  goods-. 


18, 


12,863,433 
22,497 

Grand  totaL. 12,876,880 


1906. 


1881,872 
8,249 
299,112 
282,312 
70,472 
4,847 
6.972 

830,876 

2,215,584 

83,000 

9,792 

6,486,796 

671,510 
48,116 
86,906 

28l44' 


11,814,249 
28,204 


U,887,468 


1907. 


$571,776 

15,198 

205,948 

214.812 

82,782 

15,n4 

6,650 

624,100 

2,569,924 

236,747 

17,028 

10,142,586 

764,636 
151,954 
94,970 
11,118 
19,194 


16,734,066 
20,187. 


15.764,278 


HAITL 


INTRODUCTION. 

Haiti  makes  slow  progress  in  development,  and  the  considar  reports 
of  the  trade  conditions  in  that  country  during  1907  show  Uttle  change 
from  preceding  years.  The  imports  into  that  country  for  the  calen- 
dar year  reached  $4,451,731,  of  which  the  United  States  suppUed  70 
per  cent.  There  is  no  report  of  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Haiti, 
as  they  are  recorded  only  in  quantities.  The  imports  into  the  United 
States  from  Haiti  for  the  fiscal  year  1907  aggregated  in  value 
$1,274,678,  while  m  1897  the  value  of  the  unports  was  $1,460,220. 
The  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  1907  to  Haiti  were  $2,916,104  in  value 
as  compared  with  $3,307,940  in  1906,  a  still  larger  amoimt  in  1901, 
and  $3,832,388  m  1897. 

For  the  ten  months  ending  with  April,  1908,  the  exports  from  the 
United  States  aggregated  $3,026,406,  as  compared  with  $2,458,043  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1907.  The  imports  from  Haiti  for  the 
ten  months  ending  with  April  were  in  value  $621,855,  as  compared 
with  $908,117  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1907  and  $1,011,266 
for  the  ten  months  ended  in  April,  1906.  The  exports  for  the  month 
of  April,  this  year,  were  $199,982,  or  $17,000  more  than  in  April, 
.1907,  while  the  imports  from  Haiti  in  April  were  only  $35,931,  or  con- 
siderably less  than  one-half  as  much  as  for  the  corresponding  time  of 
a  year  ago. 
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DEPRESSINO  FINANCIAL  SITUATION — RESOUBGES. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  country  interferes  greatly  with  its 
development.  Up  to  January  1,  1907,  $3,177,500  of  paper  currency 
in  circulation  was  redeemed,  which  had  the  effect  of  lowering  the  rate 
of  exchange  from  506  per  cent  in  January,  1906,  for  $1  American 
gold  to  367J  per  cent  on  January  1,  1907,  but  a  law  was  passed 
authorizing  the  emission  of  2,400,000  gourdes,  or  dollars.  On  the 
9th  of  May,  1908,  a  decree  was  issued  providing  for  the  negotiation 
of  600,000  gourdes  in  treasury  bonds  to  meet  the  deficit.  As  a  result 
of  these  operations,  the  gold  premium,  which  was  367J  for  the  Amer- 
ican dollar  in  January,  1907,  and  535  per  cent  in  January,  1908,  went 
up  still  further,  which  greatly  checked  importations.  Prices  have 
greatly  increased  for  imported  goods,  and  the  consuls  do  not 
expect  satisfactory  trade  conditions  this  year.  With  an  increase  of 
$2,000,000  in  nickel  currency  in  1907,  in  addition  to  paper  currency, 
and  the  large  increase  in  paper  obligations  so  far  in  1908,  prices  for 
imported  goods  have  enormously  increased  and  the  people  do  not 
have  the  money  to  purchase  with. 

Haiti,  if  properly  developed,  is  a  very  productive  coimtry.  Coffee 
is  the  chief  product,  but  the  heavy  export  duty  has  a  depressing 
effect.  The  United  States  does  not  purchase  any  large  amoimt  of 
Haitian  coffee,  although  it  is  said  to  be  of  very  good  quality.  The 
cultivation  of  "pita"  (an  American  agave),  better  known  as  hemp, 
has  begun,  and  considerable  trade  has  already  developed  in  that 
article.  Sugar  and  tobacco  are  easily  produced  in  Haiti,  while  log- 
wood, cotton,  and  cattle  are  exported,  and  such  exports  could  be 
very  greatly  increased.  The  coimtry  is  said  to  be  rich  in  mineral 
deposits,  but  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  development.  While 
there  is  an  abimdance  of  timber  on  the  island  lumber  is  imported. 

TRADE   WITH   UNITED   STATES — AMERICAN   COTTONS   IMFTATED. 

The  imports  into  the  United  States  from  Haiti  are  nearly  all  of 
goods  which  come  in  free  of  duty.  In  1907, 99  per  cent  of  the  imports 
were  of  that  character.  The  United  States  imported  $288,482  of 
coffee  last  year,  whereas  $337,272  in  value  was  imported  in  1904. 
The  imports  of  cocoa  last  year  ($267,773)  were  the  largest  on  record 
from  Haiti,  but  of  logwood  the  imports  fell  to  $255,948,  as  compared 
with  $482,128  in  1903,  while  $144,626  of  raw  cotton  was  imported, 
as  compared  with  $10,890  in  1905.  The  imports  from  Haiti  in  1907 
were  the  largest  since  1903,  while  the  exports  to  that  coimtry  were 
also  the  largest  in  that  period,  with  the  single  exception  of  1906. 
Wheat  flour  was  exported  last  year  to  the  value  of  $522,039,  as  com- 
pared with  $645,752  for  the  preceding  year.  Colored  cotton  cloth 
was  exported  to  the  value  of  $536,909,  as  compared  with  $710,743 
in  1906.    In  pork  and  lard  the  exports  were  about  the  same  as  in 
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the  previous  year,  whereas  in  nickel  manufactures  the  value  was 
$144,800 — a  decline  of  $30,000.  Soap  exports  increased  from 
$184,970  in  1906  to  $234,569  in  1907,  while  there  was  a  decline  of 
$10,000  in  the  value  of  tobacco  exported  to  Haiti. 

The  United  States  furnishes  considerable  of  the  imports  of  cotton 
manufactures,  but  cheap  imitations  of  American  goods  are  now  being 
imported  from  Europe,  much  to  the  injury  of  the  American  trade, 
although  the  imports  from  the  United  States  are  the  largest  thus 
far.     Few  American  vessels  visit  the  island. 

The  United  States  furnishes  practically  all  the  provisions,  but  the 
great  increase  in  the  rate  of  exchange  has  had  a  depressing  effect  on 
imports  of  all  kinds.  By  a  law  passed  May  10,  1907,  import  duties 
were  made  payable  in  Haitian  money,  plus  a  surtax  of  25  per  cent  in 
American  gold  on  the  total  amount  payable,  which,  in  connection  with 
a  reduction  in  the  chaises  for  signal  dues,  pilotage,  and  sanitary 
visits,  was  expected  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  imports.  Exporters 
idso  benefited  by  the  new  law,  as  export  duties  on  coffee  pickings  were 
reduced  from  $2.75  gold  to  $2.50  gold  for  100  poimds. 

The  comniercial  treaty  with  France,  signed  January  31,  1907, 
places  French  manufactures  in  a  much  more  favorable  position  than 
those  of  competing  countries.  Under  this  treaty  certain  goods  from 
France  now  pay  33§  per  cent  less  than  those  imported  from  other 
coimtries,  including  the  additional  dues  of  50  and  33§  per  cent. 
Under  the  former  treaty  certain  goods  from  France  were  exempt 
from  the  surtaxes  of  50  and  33i  per  cent.  Notwithstanding  this 
preference  in  favor  of  French  goods,  there  is  very  Uttle  difference  be- 
tween prices  charged  for  them  by  retail  dealers  and  those  charged  for 
similar  goods  from  other  countries.  The  new  treaty  provides  that 
French  vessels  shall  pay  the  same  tonnage  dues  as  those  of  other 
countries,  whereas  under  the  former  convention  French  vessels  paid 
only  $1.25  gold  per  ton  on  merchandise  imported,  and  those  of  other 
coimtries  paid  $2.29  gold  per  ton,  thus  removing  the  preferential 
enjoyed  by  French  vessels  imder  the  old  treaty. 


EEVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  HAITI. 

By  Consul  John  B.  Tbrres,  Port  au  Prince. 

The  Chambers  of  Deputies  met  in  April,  1907,  and  voted  a  currency 
issue  of  $2,000^000  in  nickel— $1,000,000  in  pieces  of  50  cents  and 
$1,000,000  in  pieces  of  20  cents.  Soon  after  the  law  was  promulgated 
the  order  was  placed  in  the  United  States  for  the  comage  of  the 
money,  and  at  an  early  date  thereafter  it  was  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  sums  of  $200,000  and  $300,000  weekly  until  the  full  amount 
was  completed. 
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On  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  exchange  and  the  prospect  of 
another  large  issue  of  currency,  no  improvement  is  expected  in  trade 
for  1908.  Merchants  will  continue  to  order  very  limited  supplies,  as 
the  sales  of  all  imported  goods  are  daily  decreasmg.  It  is  only  in  the 
provision  trade  that  much  is  expected,  and  even  in  that  line  the 
imports,  as  now  appears,  will  not  be  one-half  as  heavy  as  in  former 
years.  The  laboring  class  in  the  cities  and  the  farmers  m  the  country, 
who  were  large  consumers  of  American  provisions,  such  as  flour,  saAt 
beef,  salt  pork,  codfish,  herrings,  lard,  butter,  etc.,  will,  owing  to  the 
high  prices  of  these  articles,  abandon  their  use  and  resort  to  the  home 
products. 

While  prices  of  all  imported  goods  have  increased  to  several  times 
their  former  figure  as  compared  with  those  when  exchange  was  at 
nearly  par,  the  products  oi  the  soil  have  augmented  very  little  in 
price;  in  consequence  the  people  have  very  little  of  the  depreciated 
currency  wherewith  to  buy  the  high-priced  imported  goods.  Hence 
the  fallmg  off  of  imports  from  the  United  States  will  not  be  due  to 
any  competition  from  other  countries,  but  simply  to  the  inabiUty  of 
the  people  to  purchase  as  formerly,  and  when  the  time  shall  come 
that  a  more  settled  financial  situation  is  established  Americans  may 
coimt  not  only  on  maintaining  but  augmenting  their  trade. 

SUGAR   PRODUCTION — CONCESSIONS — ^RAILROAD   EXTENSIONS. 

The  supply  of  sugar  produced  in  the  country  was  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  local  demand,  and  in  consequence  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  importation  of  this  article  from  the  United  States.  The  same 
may  be  expected  for  the  present  year. 

Ill  the  concessions  granted  by  the  previous  and  last  sessions  of  the 
Chambers  of  Deputies  for  electric  plants,  wharves,  hardwood  cutting, 
and  agricultural  developments  nothing  has  been  done  toward  their 
exploitation.  There  seems  to  have  oeen  difficulties  in  obtaining 
foreign  capital  to  carry  on  these  enterprises. 

The  Port  au  Prince  railroad  continues  to  increase  its  freight  and 
passenger  traffic.  Its  projected  extension  to  Leogane  in  the  southern 
direction  has  not  yet  been  undertaken,  for  want  of  necessary 
capital.  Perhaps  with  a  more  favorable  money  market  in  the  United 
States  it  will  succeed  in  obtaining  the  necessary  capital  to  carry  on  the 
work,  which  when  finished  will  open  up  a  very  ricn  and  fertile  part  of 
the  country  and  is  likely  to  prove  to  be  a  good  paying  enterprise. 

The  Gronaives  road  has  not  made  the  rapid  progress  that  was 
expected  during  the  first  part  of  1907,  owing  to  the  difficulty  caused 
by  the  financial  panic  in  the  United  States,  which  prevented  the 
obtaining  of  the  necessary  capital  to  carry  on  the  work.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  obstacle  will  be  overcome  and  that  the  road  will  soon  be 
pushed  on  to  completion,  because  the  prospects  are  good  for  a  paying 
road.  For  the  further  development  of  the  interior  of  the  island  it  is 
deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  better  mode  of  transportation 
than  that  which  exists  at  present,  and  railroads  would  certainly  be 
the  means  of  furnishing  it,  and  thus  stimulate  the  increase  of  the 
products  of  the  interior,  which  increase  of  products  for  export  would 
greatly  tend  to  augment  liie  imports  from  the  United  States. 
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THE   FOREIGN  TRADE. 


The  imports  into  Haiti  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to  $4,451,731 
and  were  Drought  in  amounts  from  the  following  countries: 


Countries. 

Valao. 

United  Stotea 

$3,093,102 
604,574 

France 

TTn{t^  Kingdom 

419,914 

Of  muuiy 

145,697 

Other  countrlea^ -      .... 

188,454 

Total 

4,461,731 

The  United  States  continues  to  furnish  more  ^oods  than  all  other 
countries  combined,  and  it  can  count  on  continumg  to  hold  the  con- 
trolling power  in  the  future,  and  as  soon  as  this  country  obtains  a 
more  solid  financial  condition  and  enters  upon  the  road  of  more 
rapid  process  in  the  development  of  its  agricultural  resources,  rail- 
roadS)  nmiing,  and  other  enterprises,  which  will  be  the  means  of 
adding  to  its  revenue,  the  United  States  may  hope  to  have  a  greater 
increase  in  all  branches  of  trade. 

The  importation  of  dry  goods  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1907 
was  of  a  fair  average,  though  much  reduced  durmg  the  latter  part 
of  the  year.  The  last  three  months  of  the  year  are  regarded  as  the 
busy  season,  the  time  when  the  people  from  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts buy  their  yearly  supplies.  But  instead  of  the  usual  sales 
common  at  that  season  last  year,  there  were  comparatively  few. 
One  of  the  principal  drv-goods  merchants  informed  me  that  during 
the  season  mentioned  his  sales,  which  usually  amounted  monthly 
to  $30,000  or  $40,000,  did  not  average  more  than  one-fourth  that 
sum.  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  very  depressed  state  of  com- 
mercial aflFairs.  For  the  present  year,  1908,  it  is  not  expected  that 
more  than  one-fourth  as  much  dry  goods  will  be  imported  as  in 
former  years.  When  a  change  for  the  better  takes  place  the  United 
States  may  expect  to  profit  accordingly. 

All  provisions,  such  as  flour,  salt  pork,  salt  beef,  pickled  and 
smoked  herrings,  codfish,  lard,  cooking  butter,  cheese,  canned  goods, 
the  United  States  continues  to  furnish.  The  depression  in  this  line 
of  trade  has  been  great,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  for  1908  the 
imports  and  sales  will  be  very  much  reduced. 

All  of  the  pine  lumber  used  for  building  and  other  purposes  is 
imported  from  the  United  States,  which  will  continue  to  oe  the  case 
until  the  country  is  able  to  furnish  the  same  from  the  vast  pine 
forests  on  the  island.  Up  to  the  present  but  little  has  been  accom- 
plished toward  opening  uj)  and  extending  this  enterprise.  Like 
other  imports  for  1908,  the  imports  of  luml^r  will  fall  far  below  the 
average,  and  so  will  furniture,  lamps,  glassware,  hardware,  carriages, 
harness,  and  many  other  articles  in  which  the  United  States  for- 
merly had  a  good  and  increasing  trade. 

The  trade  m  machinery  with  the  United  States  was  largely  on  the 
increase  before  the  present  depression.  In  the  line  of  sugar  mills 
and  coffee-cleaning  machinery  for  1908  but  little  may  be  expected. 
All  railroad  suppUes,  such  as  coal,  oil,  tools,  and  all  other  materials 
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required  for  the  equipment  and  running  of  the  roads,  are  bought  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  trade  in  that  Une  will  continue  to  increase 
as  the  roads  extend  their  work. 


IMPORTS  FROM  THE   UNITED   STATES   IN   DETAIL. 

The  principal  imports,  bv  quantities,  from  the  United  States  into 
Haiti  during  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Drygoods; 

Cloth,  cotton,  white yards. 

Denims,  blue do... 

Drill,  cotton do . . . 

Nankinetto do . . . 

Siam do. . . 

Gingham do... 

Prints,  calico do. . . 

Sachets  for  handkerchiefs  ...do. . . 
Furniture: 

Chairs,  rocking number. 

Tables do... 

Bedsteads do... 

Glassware: 

Sugar  bowls dozen . 

Laimps do. . . 

Glasses,  etc do... 

Plates,  butter do... 

Lanterns do. . . 

Hardware,  etc.: 

Bars,  wrou^t-iron pounds. 

Beams,  iron do... 

Pipe,  lead do... 

Locks dozen . 

Mills,  com do . . . 

Saws  for  cotton  gins do. . . 

Cordage pounds. 

Hatchets dozen. 

Wheelbarrows,  iron do. . . 


Quantities. 


800,215 

1,096,125 

1,091,245 

1,010,674 

1,046,571 

947,880 

564,970 

437,162 


116 

77 

53 

48 

4,368 

212 

60 

32,222 

25,106 

765,316 

1,380 

20 

51 

25,215 


Articles. 


Quantities. 


Paints,  oils,  etc: 

White  lead pounds . 

Paint,  dry do. . . 

Ocher barrels. 

Vermilion pounds. 

Varnish gallons. 

Provisions,  etc.: 

Beef,  salted barrels. 

Biscuits pounds. 

Butter do. . . 

Candy do... 

Cheese do. . . 

Fish,  cod,  dried do... 

Herrings,  smoked boxes. 

Hams pounds. 

Pork,  salted oarrels. 

Potatoes dot- . 

Sugar,  cut  loaf pounds. 

Soap do... 

Raisins. do. . . 

Lard do... 

Flour barrels. 

Miscellaneous: 

Lumber feet. 

Cards,  playing gross. 

Elastic,  shoe yards. 

Shoe  lasts number. 

Harness sets . 


4,680 

28,000 

78 

280 

250 

1,800 

31,748 

888,800 

12,526 

227,082 

.   893,120 

160,338 

65,785 

8,750 

302 

651,444 

3,034,317 

3,706 

2,196,560 

119,268 

20,360,840 

176 

10,592 

4,302 

04 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC   PRODUCE. 


The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Haiti  during  the  years  ending 
September  30,  1906  and  1907,  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beeswax 

Pounds. 

149,095 

4,682,406 

51,000,000 

10,945 

742 

3,865,216 

9,228 

171,793 

6,707 

3,877 

4,174 

Pounds. 

183,998 

4,839,737 

59,824.869 

36,037 

21,492 

4,501,578 

11,193 

283,328 

451,^ 

10,712 

23,520 

23,361 

5,680 

10,744 

274.005 

Roots: 

Fustic 

Pounds. 

Pounds, 

Cocoa 

167,000 

Coffee 

32,462,960 
6,208,289 

44,076,320 

CoDoer.  old 

Seeds: 

Cotton 

Com 

7,909,900 

Cotton 

Millet 

1,275 

Qum 

Shells,  turtle 

i,i25 
226,826 

613,000 

1,097,000 

87,790,000 

5,793 

188,000 

902 

Hides 

Skins,  goat 

289,370 

Honey  (gallons) 

WooJ:* 

Cedar 

Horns,  ox 

550,330 

Latania 

Fustic 

444,000 

Leather  

Logwood 

114,458.880 

OraniPB  oeel. 

643 

6,797 

669,853 

MiwogaTjy . . .  r , , 

30^  IM 

Peanuts 

White 

238,290 

Pita 

AUX  CAYE8  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Adolph  Strohm. 


The  imports  into  the  agency  of  Aux  Cayes  from  the  United  States 
in  1907  consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Beer,  183  barrels; 
flour,  8,975  barrels  and  10,688  bags;  limiber,  1,174,681  feet;  cotton 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE   AND   INDUSTRIES   OP   HAITI.  201 

Erints,  drills,  and  muslin.  506  cases;  pork,  592  barrels;  resin,  92 
arrels*  twine,  92  cases;  aenims  and  gray  cottons.  2,488  bales  and 
cases;  hams,  105  barrels;  kerosene,  10,565  cases;  lard,  5,112  cases; 
raisins,  187  boxes;  and  paper,  71  cases.  There  were  other  imports 
consisting  of  sugar,  tools,  turpentine,  vamish,  oilcloth,  potatoes, 
rice,  fish,  hats,  and  many  more  articles. 

The  exports  declared  to  the  United  States  in  1907  were  as  follows: 
Logwood,  valued  at  $7,740;  old  copper,  $202;  wax,  $3,780;  goat- 
skins, $2,935;  oxhides,  $500;  and  cocoa,  $1,700. 

MIRAQOANE  AQENCY. 

By  CoNsxTLAR  Agent  Emil  Goldenberq. 

The  harbor  at  this  place  is  said  to  be  the  best  of  the  whole  island. 
It  has  a  general  depth  of  about  60  feet.  There  is  no  wharf,  and 
steamers  and  sailing  vessels  anchor  close  to  the  shore;  loading  and 
discharging  is  done  by  vehicles.  Provisions  and  dry  goods  are  mostly 
imported  from  the  united  States-  Great  Britain  sends  driUs,  cotton 
goods,  ironware,  etc.;  France,  fancy  goods,  wine,  liquors,  etc.; 
Germany,  beer,  rice,  earthenware,  and  stockings;  and  Italy  hats, 
fancy  goods,  etc.  Tne  total  imports  during  1907  amoimted  to  800 
tons. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  are  coffee  and  logwood,  of  which 
the  shipments  of  the  former  during  1907  amoimted  to  9,550  bags 
and  of  the  latter  6,650  tons.  Most  of  the  coffee  goes  to  Belgium  and 
France.  Besides  coffee  and  logwood  there  were  also  shipped  250 
tons  of  lignum-vitsB,  72  barrels  of  beeswax,  26  bags  of  cotton  seed,  57 
barrels  of  honey,  17  bales  of  cotton,  6  bags  of  cocoa,  and  40  bales  of 
goatskins. 

CAPE  HATTIEN. 

By  Consul  Lemttel  W.  Ltvwoston. 

The  most  favorable  comment  that  could  be  made  on  business  con- 
ditions in  Haiti  at  the  close  of  1907  was  that  American  interests  held 
their  own.  The  most  prominent  business  houses  did  not  do  more, 
and  several  of  the  substantial  ones  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the 
pressure  of  general  commercial  stagnation.  The  reassuring  feature 
of  American  commerce  with  Haiti,  especially  as  regards  its  imports, 
is  the  splendid  character  and  superior  quality  of  its  goods;  they  were 
in  CTeat  demand. 

Only  the  most  necessary  articles,  such  as  provisions  and  the  more 
substantial  cotton  ^oods,  can  be  sold  in  Haiti  to  any  great  extent  at 
this  time,  and  this  is  the  class  of  goods  that  comprise  the  great  bulk 
of  the  importations  from  the  United  States.  Provisions  can  not  be 
counterfeited^  but  the  market  is  being  rapidly  flooded  with  cheap 
imitations  of  standard  American  cottons.  Tnis  is  one  feature  of 
American  trade  that  is  worth  looking  into,  for  the  poverty  of  the 
masses,  necessitating  cheap  prices,  offers  an  inviting  field  to  the  coun- 
terfeiter. The  commg  '*dead''  season,  as  it  is  called  here — the  late 
springy  the  summer  months,  and  the  early  autumn — promises  to  be 
less  fdive  than  usual,  and  one  sees  more  than  the  usual  signs  of  dis- 
couragement.    Still,  the  closing  coffee  harvest,  although  delayed  by 
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the  excessive  drought  of  last  summer  and  autumn,  has  been  much 
more  abundant  than  predicted,  and  should  the  next  crop  prove  equally 
satisfactory  the  situation  will  not  be  so  depressed  as  it  now  promises. 
Haiti  has  such  vast  recuperative  powers — thanks  to  the  wonderful 
fertility  of  its  soil,  its  situation  outside  of  the  storm  path,  its  topo- 
graphical advantages,  and  its  genial  climate — that  calamities  are 
almost  unknown  and  temporary  checks  are  almost  always  followed 
by  harvests  of  abnormal  abundance. 

FOREIGN   STEAMSHIP  SERVICE — TRADE  OP  THE   PORT. 

In  surveying  this  trade  of  Haiti,  almost  at  our  doors,  one  always 
finds  it  difficmt  to  escape  the  humiliating  reflection  that  not  only 
practically  all  the  vast  quantity  of  exports,  the  bulk  of  which  goes 
to*  Europe,  but  even  the  considerable  quantity  of  imports  which  the 
United  States  supplies,  is  carried  in  foreign  bottoms.  The  steam- 
ship service  is  monopolized  by  Grermany,  France,  and  Holland,  while 
most  of  the  logwood  is  exported  in  Norwegian,  Italian,  Swedish, 
French,  and  Russian  sailing  vessels.  Not  a  single  American  mer- 
chant vessel  visited  Cape  Haitien  durinff  the  year  1907. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Cape  llaitien  from  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  $582,354,  and  from  Europe  $131,287.  The  exports 
to  Europe  during  the  year  amoimted  to  $481,120  and  consisted  of  the 
following  articles:  Coffee,  valued  at  $249,631;  cacao,  $100,441;  log- 
wood, $60,682;  logwood  roots,  $27,451 ;  hides,  $22,708;  wax,  $15,202; 
and  honey,  $5,057. 

The  declared  exports  from  Cape  Haitien  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  past  three  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cacao ^ 

$472 

$528 

Coffee 

4,048 

Logwood 

110,241 
15,019 

19,967 

RMrm,  goAt. - ,                

12,118 

2,961 

Total 

12,590 

25,200 

27,634 

QONAIVB8  AQBNCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  J.  William  WoBl. 

Nothing  in  a  commercial  or  industrial  way  was  undertaken  in  this 
district  during  1907.  The  National  Railroad  of  Haiti,  which  con- 
cession was  granted  to  an  American  company  for  a  i)eriod  of  five 
years,  has  temporarily  suspended  business,  'f he  premium  on  gold, 
which  has  always  been  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  business, 
has  not  decreased  and  remains  at  535  per  cent,  or  $1  gold  for  $6.35 
Haitian  currency. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Gonaives  from  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  $102,449,  consisting  of  the  following  articles:  Flour 
worth  $32,184;  lard,  $27,872;  pork,  $27,000;  butter,  $7,876;  ale- 
wives,  $1,7^2;  codfish,  $3,840;  hams,  $1,350;  mackerel,  $435,  and 
beer,  $140. 
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The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Gonaives  to  the  United 
States  during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Artleles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beeswax 

$3,282 
2,086 

fiO 

11,068 
881 

551 
2,117 
7.952 

163 

1413 
154 

296 

666 

11.643 

279 

Shells 

S650 
12,074 
26,646 
45,219 
97,929 

S285 

1,932 
13,417 
45,647 
43.fi00 

1106 

Ooflee. 

Sisal  ffrass 

200 

*^?SJ 

Qoatskins 

0,601 

Lignum-vitSB 

5,113 

Ore 

Logwood 

44,333 

24,233 
326 

ToUl 

Bh^bvc  .              

213,395 

117,513 

72,806 

PORT  DE  PAIX  AGENCY. 

By  CoNBULAR  Agent  Carl  Abbgg. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  all  branches  of  business  during 
1907  in  this  district.  There  was  a  sudden  decline  in  imports, 
especially  in  dry  goods.  The  imports  from  Europe  are  graaually 
supplanting  those  from  the  United  States.  The  high  premium  on 
gold  has  created  a  demand  for  low-priced  goods  which  can  be  pro- 
duced in  Europe,  where  labor  is  cheaper.  There  is  a  large  importa- 
tion of  cheap  cotton  goods  from  Manchester,  England,  many  of  them 
being  imitations  of  American  make.  There  exist  certain  firms  in 
Manchester  who  supply  exclusively  the  Syrian  trade  and  who  have 
gained  a  great  extension  of  trade  in  this  coimtry,  beginning  to 
monopolize  that  of  dry  goods. 

The  prevailing  dry  weather  was  very  bad  for  agriculture,  and  to  a 
^eat  extent  curtailed  the  coffee  and  cocoa  crops.  All  the  small 
rivers  were  dry  during  the  greater  part  of  1907.  The  big  drop  in 
prices  of  logwood  and  a  decrease  in  aemand  abroad  had  a  disastrous 
result  here.  Large  stocks  are  lying  on  the  beach  and  can  only  be 
shipped  at  a  great  loss.  There  was  very  little  cedar  wood  exported 
to  the  United  States  in  1907,  and  business  had  to  be  given  up  finally 
on  accoimt  of  the  low  prices.  A  new  demand,  however,  sprung  up 
in  Europe  recently,  and  exportations  have  begun  again,  but  it 
remains  to  be  seen  how  long  the  demand  will  continue.  During  the 
earlier  part  of  1907  forest  m-es  destroyed  many  himdreds  of  acres  of 
cedar  forests. 

The  simply  of  lignum-vitsB  was  much  laiger  than  the  demand  in 
different  European  and  American  markets.  The  exportation  of  sisal, 
or  pita,  did  not  increase,  but  a  much  larger  proportion  went  to  Europe. 
Deliveries  are  declining  and  no  efforts  are  made  to  replant.  There 
weresome  cotton  and  cotton  seed  shipped  in  1 90Z.  Some  small  planta- 
tions have  been  started  in  this  section  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton. 
Wax  is  disappearing  from  this  market.  The  system  of  exploitation 
is  the  direct  cause  of  it,  for  in  order  to  obtain  the  wax  the  wild  bees 
are  destroyed  by  fire  and  smoke.  A  few  gallons  of  honey  were 
exported. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Port  de  Paix  in  1907  was  $138,502, 
of  which  articles  worth  $112,940  came  from  the  United  States  ana 
$25,562  worth  came  from  Europe.  The  total  exports  in  the  same 
year  amounted  to  $306,242,  of  which  Europe  took  articles  valued  at 
$21 9,997  and  the  United  States  $86,245  worth.  The  principal  articles 
shipped  to  Europe  were:  Coffee  worth  $101,045;  logwood,  $74,485; 
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cocoa,  $28,732,  and  sisal,  $4,980.    The  declared  value  of  exports  to 
the  United  States  for  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 

igo5. 

1906. 

1907. 

Artldee. 

1905. 

1S06. 

1907. 

Cocoa. 

11^804 

1^433 

138 

64,287 
4,213 
2,467 

4,6F2 

96,666 
15>008 

"io,m' 

4,479 
3,973 

6,403 

$11,272 

676 

276 

6,734 

7,863 

2,479 

1,146 

Wood— Continued. 
Fustic 

$115 

7,923 

39,376 

388 

$874 

4,053 

54,320 

96 

Coffee. 

$676 

Hides 

Lignum- vltSB 

Logivood 

13,745 

41,225 

153 

Sisal 

Skins 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Wax 

Wood: 

126,605 

106,681 

86,246 

Cedar 

SANTO  DOMINGO. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  Santo  Domingo  were  both  greater  in 
1907  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  exports  showing  the  larger 
increase.  About  55  per  cent  of  the  imports  came  from  the  United 
States,  which  took  $3,329,018  of  the  exports  and  furnished  $2,863,709 
of  the  imports,  thus  showing  a  trade  balance  in  favor  of  Santo 
Domingo  amounting  to  $465,309.  Manufactures  were  the  chief  arti- 
cles of  import,  while  sugar,  cocoa,  and  bananas  formed  the  chief 
articles  of  export.  Santo  Domingo  is  naturally  a  very  rich  country, 
but  its  development  has  been  retarded,  though  it  is  now  said  to  be 
proceeding  in  a  greater  degree  than  heretofore.  Foreign  traveling 
agents  are  reported  to  be  quite  numerous,  and  their  principals  give 
longer  credit  than  is  the  case  with  the  United  States  exporters,  which 
interferes  somewhat  with  the  growth  of  the  trade  with  this  country. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Santo  Domingo  during  1907  was  the  largest 
ever  attained.  The  principal  exports,  according  to  their  declared 
value,  were  cocoa,  sugar,  tobacco,  bananas,  and  coffee.  Cocoa  was 
exported  to  the  amount  of  22,384,028  pounds,  exceeding  sugar, 
which,  in  other  years,  has  been  the  principal  commodity  of  export. 
Germany,  the  United  States,  and  France  purchased  practically  the 
entire  crop  of  cocoa,  Germany  taking  $1,185,096  in  value,  the  United 
States  $936,057,  and  .France  $863,249.  A  protracted  drought  dur- 
ing 1907  is  estimated  to  have  diminished  the  cocoa  crop  by  about 
10,000,000  pounds.  The  decline  in  sugar  production  in  1907  was 
said  to  be  due  to  the  continued  dullness  which  has  ruled  in  the  sugar- 
market  since  1906.  The  production  of  tobacco  during  1907  was  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year.  Grermany  was  the 
chief  purchaser  of  the  tobacco.  Bananas  are  cultivated  chiefly  by 
the  United  Fruit  Company,  of  the  United  States,  and  the  exports  in 
1907  were  a  Uttle  less  than  in  1906.  Of  the  coffee  exported,  France 
took  1,243,206  pounds,  Germany  950,747  pounds,  and  the  United 
States  811,612  pounds. 
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The  marked  increase  in  the  value  of  the  imports  of  1907  furnishes 
good  evidence  of  the  greater  prosperity  of  the  coimtry,  due  largely 
to  the  supervision  of  the  customs  receipts  by  United  States  officials. 
Increased  customs  receipts  during  1907  enabled  the  deposit  in  New 
York,  in  behalf  of  the  Dominican  Government,  of  $1,543,421  to  the 
credit  of  the  trust  fund  collecting  there  and  destined  for  the  Uquida- 
tion  of  the  Dominican  national  indebtedness. 

Germany's  trade  with  Santo  Domingo  has  greatly  increased  since 
1905,  having  risen  about  100  per  cent.  Germany  now  occupies  sec- 
ond place  in  the  relative  importance  of  her  trade  with  the  Dominican 
Republic,  France  occupies  third  place,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
fourth. 

Cotton  goods  constitute  the  principal  requirement  of  the  Domini- 
cans, thus  far  the  most  important  item  in  the  list  of  imports.  The 
value  of  the  cotton  manufactures  imported  during  1907  exceeded  by 
one-fourth  the  total  combined  value  of  all  the  other  imports;  the 
United  Kingdom  supplied  $506,737  and  the  United  States  $494,279. 
The  imports  from  the  United  States  decreased  $102,068,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  while  those  from  the  United  Kingdom 
mcreased  $166,926. 

Porto  Rico,  which  supplied  $5,260  worth  of  jerked  beef  in  1906, 
increased  the  supply  in  1907  to  $20,460,  and,  owing  to  its  geograph- 
ical position,  promises  to  still  further  increase  its  exports  to  Sftnto 
Domingo. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  SANTO  DOMINGO. 

By  Consul-General  Fenton  R.  McCbeeby,  Santo  Domingo. 

The  exports  from  Santo  Domingo  in  1907  were  valued  at  $7,638,536, 
being  $1,094,664  greater  than  m  1906  and  $742,438  more  than  in 
1905.  The  imports  amounted  to  $5,156,121,  an  increase  of  $874,784 
and  $2,059,858,  respectively,  over  1906  and  1905. 

These  increases  are  most  gratifving  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Republic  suffered  a  prolonged  drought  in  1907,  that  the  tobacco 
crop  brought  an  unsatisfactory  price,  and  that  sugar  remained  at 
a  low  level  as  to  value.  The  price  of  cocoa  was,  nowever,  nearly 
double  that  of  1906.  That  the  value  of  exports,  and  consequently 
the  purchasing  power,  has  increased  bodes  well  for  the  future  com- 
mercial activities  of  the  country. 

DISTEEBUnON   OP  TRADE   BY   COUNTRIES. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  the  Republic  in  1907,  55.5  per  cent  came 
from  the  United  States,  the  aggregate  showing  $2,863,709,  against 
$2,503,423  in  1906  and  $1,961,020  in  1905.  A  statement  in  detail 
of  commodities  and  values  purchased  from  the  United  States  in  1907 
is  given  on  page  207, 
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Germany  came  next,  with  18.5  per  cent,  the  leading  items  being 
as  follows:  Rice,  foreign  production,  worth  $380,564;  provisions, 
$116,550:  cotton  goods,  $90,630;  malt  liquors,  $59,415;  manufac- 
tures of  fibers,  $47,538;  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  $42,759;  china 
and  earthen  ware,  $26,633;  paper  goods,  $17,461;  vehicles,  $16,060, 
and  woolen  goods,  $15,192. 

The  Unitea  Kingdom  stood  third,  with  14.8  per  cent.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  were:  Cotton  manufactures,  valued  at  $506,737;  iron 
and  steel  manufactures,  $87,796;  fiber  manufactures,  $57,520;  rice, 
$41,304;  woolen  goods,  $11,242,  and  leather,  $8,989. 

Of  the  exports  in  1907,  the  United  States  took  first  place,  with 
purchases  worth  $3,329,018,  or  $420,266  less  than  in  1906.  This 
was  due  to  the  continued  low  price  of  sugar,  the  shipments  of  that 
commodity  direct  to  England,  and  the  marketing  of  almost  the 
entire  tobacco  crop  in  Hamburg.  Germany  came  next,  with  pur- 
chases amounting  to  $2,759,624,  a  gain  of  $659,808  over  1906.  The 
Erincipal  articles  were  tobacco,  worth  $1,260,335;  cocoa,  $1,185,096; 
ides  and  skins,  $105,780;  wax,  $83,937,  and  coflFee,  $63,441. 

France  came  third,  the  principal  shipments  thereto  being  cocoa, 
worth  $865,249;  coffee,  $93,894,  and  tobacco,  $59,622. 

The  share  of  the  principal  countries  in  the  trade  of  Santo  Domingo 
during  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

11,961,020 
441,460 
366,684 
150,304 
43,417 
80,873 
16,123 
10,167 
26.225 

12,503,423 
824,126 
626,827 
209,500 
93,732 
50.842 
32,936 
10,502 
29,449 

$2,863,709 
953,963 
761,787 
250.406 
123,448 
103,903 
43,505 
12.853 
42.465 

14,484,271 

1,261,006 

82,800 

953,066 

$3,749,284 

2,099,816 

45,887 

562,416 

$3,329,018 

2,759,624 

330,787 

Q^rnutny 

United  fUngdom 

.     1,078,306 

Spftin      

4,329 
11,617 

IfaJy. 

Porto  Rico 

32,523 

Cuba 

67,067 
47,889 

37.240 
49,220 

23,809 

Other  countries 

68,431 

Total 

3,096,263 

4,281,337 

6,156,121 

6,896,096 

6,543,872 

7,638,536 
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IMPOBTS  FROM  THE  UNITBD   STATES. 

The  imports,  by  articles,  into  Santo  Domingo  from  the  United 
States  for  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Agricaltural  implements 

Animals,  live , 

Books,  maps,  etc 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Another 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes. 
Coal. 


Cotton  goods 

Fiber  manufactures 

Fish  and  fish  products 

Fruits  and  nats 

Glass  and  glassware 

OoW  and  sU  ver  currency 

Grease,  etc 

Gums  and  lesiiis 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

Jeweliy,  waUdies,  and  clocks 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 

Malt  liquors:  Beer  in  bottles 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of,  n.  e.  s. 
Oils. 


Paints,  colors,  etc 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Piorisions 

Bice 

Rubber  goods 

Soap...:. 

Suc^  and  confectionery 

Vegetables 

V^des 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of. 
All  other  articles 


$16,394 
7,994 
2,663 

206,968 

20,506 

30,023 

12,803 

218, 100 

29,770 

109,456 

3,240 

6,605 

369,435 

37,856 

13,663 

9,070 

287,381 

1,632 

60,456 

5,240 

7,930 

147,309 

9,117 

3,078 

72,834 

31,613 

4,286 

22,382 

22,266 

16,620 

14,914 

87,355 

74,323 


$15,450 

882 

6,664 

250,300 

19,438 

48,331 

21,701 

606,347 

60,310 

126,299 

5.666 

13,473 

215,900 

35,213 

17,149 

2,162 

283,661 

796 

101,833 

11,006 

13,745 

208,378 

9,182 

1,560 

100,208 

32,627 

5,130 

25,872 

48,614 

20,863 

9,188 

95,780 

97,793 


Total 1,961,020 


2,503,423 


EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITBD   STATES. 


$20,491 

630 

3,780 

322,734 
26,466 
67,251 
32,032 

494,279 
56,812 

165,643 
7,066 
13,288 

207,160 
41,075 
14,565 
3,603 

381,061 
4,561 

116,968 
9,174 
14,796 

239,446 
10,806 
2,430 

154,235 
41,947 
6,264 
46,566 
09,744 
22,006 
19,368 

141,731 

126,671 


2,863,709 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports,  by  articles,  from  Santo 
Domingo  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three  years: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Ananas.   . 

$257,000 

587,812 

39,992 

2,240 

63,714 

9,756 

9,393 

3,243,437 

143,951 

25,164 

51,674 
6,936 
18,522 
24,671 

$334,000 

099,462 

49,666 

756 

78,336 

10,474 

6,857 

2,291,527 

189,279 

41,714 

16,655 

1,070 

10,048 

20,649 

$319,600 

Cocoa 

936,067 

Coflee 

66,150 

(^mnfl  and  rfteins 

1,245 

Hideji  sund  ulrint ,                      , 

78,297 

Honey .    ... 

8,n9 
628 

Sisal  and  other  fibers 

Sosar,  raw 

1,776,121 

ToSacco ,  le«t '. 

12;891 

Wax 

24,163 
26,478 

Wood: 

Lignum-vitflp 

Mflihoimny     . . . 

11,999 
17,158 

AUotEerf.":::::..:.:::::::.:...:::::::.;..::::::::::::::: : : 

An  other  articles 

61,703 

Total ..    . 

4,484,271 

8,749,284 

3,329,018 

Digitized  by 


Google 


208 


GOMMEBGIAL  RELATIONS. 


NATUBAL  RESOUBGES   AND   INTERNAL  IMPROYEMENTS. 

Increased  crops  are  looked  for  in  1908,  as  a  result  of  abundant 
rains  in  the  spring.  Foreign  capital  is  being  attracted  by  the  natural 
resources  of  the  country.  New  lands  are  being  planted,  new  forests 
exploited,  and  mineral  resources  seriously  investigated.  A  number  of 
small  factories  have  recently  been  started,  and  there  is  much  water 
power  which  could  be  utilized. 

The  financial  situation  is  well  in  hand,  and  the  Government  is  assured 
of  an  income  greater  than  ever  before. 

Public  wor&  are  bein^  undertaken  which  will  stimulate  industry 
and  encourage  the  devdopment  of  the  vast  natural  riches  of  the 
Republic.  .£nong  these  are  the  making  of  wagon  roads  and  bridges, 
the  construction  or  irrigation  systems,  the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  the 
Government  railroad,  and  the  deepening  of  harbors.  An  agricultural 
experiment  station  soon  to  be  established  is  expected  to  assist  in  the 
improvement  of  the  quahty  of  products  and  methods  of  planting  and 
curing. 

The  railroad  from  Sanchez  to  La  Vega  is  being  extended  through 
a  very  productive  district  to  Juana  Nuflez,  while  the  railroad  from 
La  Romana  to  Seybo  will  open  a  region  of  great  agricultural  possibili- 
ties. The  extension  of  the  Government  railroad  to  Moca  is  prac- 
tically completed. 

There  is  considerable  building  activity  among  the  municipalities. 
Streets  are  being  improved,  sewers  laid,  and  the  oetterment  of  water 
and  lighting  systems  considered. 

All  things  considered,  this  island,  the  richest  of  the  Antilles,  seems  to 
be  entering  upon  an  era  of  progress  and  development.  Natural 
resources  invite  it,  and  the  sturdy,  hard-working  Dominican  people 
deserve  it.  It  is  inexplicable  that  the  thousands  of  investors  seeking 
new  fields  have  so  long  neglected  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportum- 
ties  here. 


PUERTO  PLATA. 

By  Vice-Consul  Arthur  W.  Lithqow. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  this  port  for  1907  amounted  to  $3,690,284, 
agamst  $3,070,663  in  1906,  and  $2,560,929  in  1905.  Of  this  trade 
in  1907,  $1,617,652  represented  imports  and  $2,072,632  exports, 
against  imports  valued  at  $1,284,703  and  exports  at  $1,785,960  in 
1906,  and  $965,743  and  $1,605,186,  respectively,  in  1905.  The  princi- 
pal exports,  by  quantities,  to  all  countries  dunng  the  past  three  years 
were  as  follows: 


Artldes. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bananas 

bunches.. 

630,000 

9,735,442 

1,491,752 

67,393 

732,000 

9,472,000 

1,527,900 

97,600 

227 

295,000 

1,540 

15,693 

12,609 

94,800 

14,061,300 

119,200 

629,500 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

pounds.. 

do 

5,291,986 
721,074 

Divldlvi 

do  ... 

30,140 

Fustic 

. ...       tons.. 

182 

iff 

pounds. . 

gaUons.. 

feet.. 

228,792 

2,675 

83,184 

9,103 

55,433 

11,621,051 

137,666 

273,193 

1,890 

11,421 

Satinwood. 

do.... 

44,718 

Skins,  goat 

Tobacco 

pounds.. 

do 

118,466 
17,997,923 

Wax. !..'.!!*.  " 

rto      -. 

130,869 
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ANALYSIS   OF   EXPORTS   FROM  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  severe  drought  that  this  country  suffered  last  year  caused  a 
large  f  aUing  off  in  quantities  of  the  products  exported.  For  example, 
the  shipments  of  cocoa,  the  leading  staple,  were  only  5,291,986 

E>unds,  against  9,472. 000 pounds  in  1906  and  9,735,442  pounds  in  1905. 
ut  the  failure  of  this  crop  in  other  countries  and  speculation  in 
Europe  caused  the  price  to  advance;  therefore  the  value  of  the  crop 
here  exceeded  the  crops  of  former  years.  The  United  States  tooK 
last  year  from  this  port  nearly  twice  as  much  cacao  as  formerly — 
1,150,348  pounds,  valued  at  $228,965,  against  593,117,  valued  at 
$72,126,  in  1906.  In  the  natural  course  of  events  the  production  of 
cocoa  should  increase  about  15  per  cent  a  year,  as  the  people  are 
gradually  devoting  themselves  to  its  cultivation. 

Tobacco,  the  second  in  importance  among  the  articles  exported, 
showed  a  marked  increase.  The  shipments  in  1907  aggregated 
17,997,923  pounds,  while  there  were  shipped  only  14,061,300  pounds 
in  1906  and  11,521,051  pounds  m  1905.  The  United  States  took 
137,553  pounds  of  tobacco,  valued  at  $9,444.  last  year,  as  compared 
to  1,866  pounds,  valued  at  $140,  in  1906.  Tne  Dominican  tobacco  is 
not  founa  suitable  for  the  United  States  market.  Nearly  all  of  the 
tobacco  of  this  country  is  shipped  to  Grermany. 

Bananas,  owing  to  the  drought,  fell  off  102,500  bimches,  as  compared 
with  1906,  but  still  exceeded  the  crop  of  1905  by  100,000  bunches. 
All  bananas  shipped  from  this  port  are  consumed  in  the  United  States. 

Coffee  is  on  the  decline,  as  only  721,074  pounds  were  exported  in 
1907,  compared  with  1,527,900  pounds  in  1906  and  1,491,752  pounds 
in  1905.  The  low  price  of  coffee  prevents  the  people  here  from 
devoting  themselves  to  its  cultivation.  A  number  of  years  ago, 
when  the  price  fell,  many  farmers  destroyed  their  trees  and  took  up 
the  cultivation  of  cocoa. 

Among  the  hard  woods  exported  satinwood  is  the  only  one  that 
shows  any  increase,  44,7 18  square  feet  being  shipped  last  year,  com- 
pared with  12,609  feet  in  1906  and  9,103  feet  m  1905.  Of  this  quan- 
tity the  United  States  took  29,555  square  feet,  valued  at  $2,958. 
in  1907,  against  12,163  feet,  valued  at  $1,772,  in  1906.  Lately  all  of 
this  class  of  wood  shipped  from  this  port  has  gone  to  England,  as 
better  prices  are  obtamed  there.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  hard 
wood  in  the  island,  but  the  need  of  roads  and  means  of  communication 
makes  it  very  costly  and  unprofitable  to  handle,  thus  preventing 
larger  exports. 

Only  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  honey  and  wax  is  shipped. 
There  are  no  modem  hives,  hollow  tree  trunks  laid  on  the  ground  serv- 
ing for  these.  The  production  could  be  improved  in  quaUty  and 
quantity. 

Cigarettes  figure  in  the  exports  in  1907  for  the  first  time  in  a  number 
of  years,  235,356  packages  having  been  shipped  to  Haiti  and  St. 
Thomas. 

PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  OF   IMPORT. 

The  principal  imports  into  this  district,  in  the  order  of  relative  im- 

Eortance,  were  cotton  goods,   rice,  iron  and  steel  manufactures, 
readstuffs,  meat  and  dairy  products,  and  oils.    With  the  exception 
of  rice  and  cotton  goods,  tne  United  States  suppUed  the  greater  part 
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of  these  articles.  The  rice  comes  mostly  from  Germany.  The  United 
Kingdom,  for  the  first  time  in  ^ears,  passed  the  United  States  in  the 
sale  of  cotton  goods.    The  British  have  been  supplying  a  cheaper 

rUty  of  bleached  and  unbleached  cottons,  shirtings,  sheetings,  etc. 
the  cost  of  hving  in  this  country  has  increased  in  an  enormous 
degree  and  the  earnings  of  the  people  have  been  reduced,  they 
are  obliged  to  purchase  the  cheapest  goods  obtainable.  The  many 
traveling  agents  which  British  and  German  merchants  send  out  to 
push  their  goods  and  the  longer  credits  which  Europe  extends  also 
contribute  to  the  introduction  of  their  goods. 

Although  the  United  States  is  holding  its  own  in  the  import  trade 
of  this  country,  yet,  considering  that  the  chief  commodities  imported 
are  agricultural  implements,  breadstuffs,  cotton  goods,  fish  (pre- 
served), hats  and  caps,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  meat  and  dairy 
products,  oils,  paper  manufactures,  wood  and  leather  manufactures, 
rice,  vegetable  nbers,  etc.,  it  certainly  could  get  a  much  greater  share 
of  tne  trade. 

CLASSIFICATION  OP  EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

Of  the  total  exports  from  Puerto  Plata  in  1907  the  United  States 
took  articles  valued  at  $620,495,  against  $476,813  in  1906  and 
$576,021  in  1906.    The  principal  articles  were: 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Cocoa 

Coffee 

Fustio 

Hats 

Hides,  cow 

Satin  wood 

SUns,  goat 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles . 


t368,361 

267,990 

6,377 

^»» 

1,683 


1366,678 
72,126 

712 
19 


22,360 
667 


1,772 

32,962 

140 

246 


Total. 


576,021 


$322,241 

228,965 

6,440 

527 

263 

610 

2,958 

40,600 

9,444 

8,300 


476,813        620,495 


DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE   COUNTRY. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  from  the  greatly  increased  correspondence 
received  in  this  consulate  that  American  merchants  are  noticing  the 
opportunities  in  Santo  Domingo^  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  United 
States  will  ^et  all  the  trade  possible  with  this  country.  It  is  true  that 
at  present  tne  trade  of  the  RepubUc  is  small,  but  figures  of  the  last  few 
years  show  that  it  is  Rowing  and  that  it  is  worth  while  to  cultivate. 

A  railroad  connecting  Santiago  with  Moca,  a  continuation  of  the 
Puerto  Plata-Santiago  Railroad,  has  been  constructed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  opened  to  traffic  in  July,  1908.  The  Government 
has  also  contracted  with  the  Samana-Santiago  Railroad,  a  British 
corporation,  to  continue  their  Une  to  Salcedo  and  Moca,  to  be  finished 
in  two  years.  Then  the  whole  Oibao  district  will  be  connected  by 
rail,  and  traffic  will  be  greatly  faciUtated. 

Everything  is  propitious  for  the  rapid  development  of  this  country. 
Studies  and  plans  for  the  improvement  oif  the  harbors  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo City  and  Puerto  Plata  are  now  under  way,  while  Congress  has 
vot^  the  reduction  of  the  port  dues  to  a  nominal  price. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBOE   AND   INDUSTRIES   OF   WEST  INDIES. 
MONTB  CHRI8TI  AQBNCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Isaac  T.  Pbttt. 


211 


The  import  and  export  trade  conditions  of  this  district  continued 
unchanged  during  1907.  An  American-Dominican  lumber  company 
commenced  operations  here  last  ^ear,  its  object  being  the  utilization 
of  the  vast  forests  of  yellow-pine  timber  whicn  exist  in  certain  sections 
of  this  district,  for  the  extraction  and  manufacture  of  turpentine  and 
resin,  and  the  manufacture  of  lumber  for  various  purposes  on  a  large 
scale.  A  sawmill,  said  to  be  capable  of  cutting  60,000  feet  of  lumber 
per  day,  is  to  be  erected  at  a  place  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yaque  River, 
about  2  miles  from  this  port.  The  operations  of  the  company  hereto- 
fore have  been  confinea  to  the  construction  of  roads  giving  access  to 
the  timber  lands  in  the  interior  for  logging  purposes,  and  to  the  bleed- 
ing of  the  trees  in  order  to  extract  the  resmous  sap. 

The  Dominican  Government  has  undertaken  to  irrigate  certain 
sections  of  valuable  arable  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Monte  Christi,  and 
for  that  purpose  has  intrusted  the  preliminarv  studies  and  the  prepa- 
ration of  plans,  contemplating  the  erection  of  one  or  more  large  dams 
in  the  Yaque  River,  to  John  I^  Roy  Mann,  an  American  civil  engineer 
who  arrived  from  the  United  States  in  December,  1907,  for  that 
special  purpose,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  work. 

The  exports  from  Monte  Clmsti  to  the  United  States  during  1907 
amounted  to  $40,768,  against  $41,726  in  1906  and  $30,717  in  1905. 
The  principal  items  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Colfee 

13,012 
876 

•5,928 

530 

3,000 

1,434 

28,926 
1,888 

16,138 

FuBtic 

460 

Logwood       

9,400 

SaUnwood 

454 

23.700 
2,676 

2,222 

Skins,  goat     

22,193 

Other  artldM 

355 

Total 

30,717 

41,726 

40.768 

WEST  INDIES. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  the  British  West  India 
Islands,  the  Danish  and  French  West  Indies,  and  the  Dutch  Island  of 
Curasao  for  the  year  1907,  as  submitted  by  American  consuls,  with 
some  later  statistics  gathered  from  other  sources  is  presented  herewith. 

Of  the  British  West  Indies,  which  excludes  Bermuda,  the  total 
exports  for  1906,  the  last  year  available,  aggregated  $33,026,375,  of 
which  the  United  States  took  $10,485,832  as  compared  with 
$10,282,983  taken  by  the  United  Kingdom.  Of  the  total  imports, 
$38,437,058,  the  United  States  sent  directly  $9,888,394  as  com- 
pared with  $10,491,589  sent  by  the  United  Kingdom.  Hence  the 
United  States  buys  more  from  these  islands  than  does  the  United 
Kingdom,  to  whom  they  belong,  and  sells  less  to  them.     The  tonnage 
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of  the  vessels  visiting  the  islands  in  1906  amounted  to  13,688,286  tons, 
of  which  8,849,918  were  under  the  British  flag.  Cotton  goods  are  the 
chief  articles  of  import,  and  of  those  Great  Britain  furnishes 
$2,800,000  worth,  several  times  more  in  value  than  the  United  States 
supplies,  and  the  same  is  true  of  **  apparel,"  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom  supplies  $620,000  worth. 

To  the  Danish  West  India  Islands  the  United  States  exported 
direct  in  1908,  $674,938  worth,  a  little  less  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
and  imported  $391,839,  or  $40,651  less  than  in  1907. 

To  the  Dutch  West  Indies  the  exports  of  1908  were  of  the  value  of 
$687,531,  as  compared  with  $716,460  in  1907,  while  the  imports  from 
those  islands  amounted  to  $265,069  in  1908  and  $381,388  in  1907. 

To  the  French  West  Indies  the  exports  in  1908  were  $1,405,107  as 
compared  with  $1,520,898  in  1907,  and  the  direct  imports  were 
$53,397  in  1908  and  $48,562  in  1907. 

To  Bermuda  the  exports  in  1908  reached  in  value  $1,050,480  as 
compared  with  $905,927  in  1907,  while  the  imports  from  Bermuda 
were  $458,909  in  1908  and  $569,590  m  1907.  To  the  British  West 
Indies  the  exports  in  1908  were  $12,068,469,  a  little  less  than  in  1907, 
while  the  imports  from  those  islands  were  in  value  $10,972,009  in  1908, 
as  compared  with  $12,880,220  in  1907. 

Jamaica,  the  largest  island  of  the  group,  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion and  imported  manufactured  goods  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1908,  to  the  value  of  $8,364,404,  a  gain  of  31  per  cent  over  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  United  Kingdom  furnished  62  per  cent  of  those  goods 
and  the  United  States  34  per  cent,  but  as  compiled  with  the  previous 
year  the  United  Kingdom  lost  nearly  2  per  cent,  while  the  United 
States  gained  nearly  3  per  cent.  But  of  the  products  of  Jamaica  the 
United  States  buys  59  per  cent,  while  the  United  Kingdom  takes  only 
21  per  cent. 

The  Bahama  islands  have  no  direct  commimication  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  their  trade  being  largely  with  the  United  States, 
but  as  no  certificates  of  origin  are  required  on  imports,  it  is  assumed 
that  considerable  of  the  importations  credited  to  the  United  States 
are  not  products  of  this  country.  The  United  States  takes  more  than 
one-half  of  the  exports  of  these  islands,  and  of  the  total  imports  of 
$1,814,898  in  1907  the  United  States  furnished  $1,233,010,  or  at  least 
that  much  was  credited  to  this  country,  while  $445,655  was  credited  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  principal  articles  of  import  in  their  order 
are  textile  fabrics,  floiu:,  earthenware,  etc.,  preserved  meats  and 
hardware,  while  the  leading  exports  are  sponges,  sisal  grass,  pine- 
apples, and  shells. 

The  revenue  of  the  island  of  Barbados  for  the  financial  year  of 
1907-8  showed  a  considerable  increase  over  the  preceding  year, 
mainly  attributable,  according  to  the  report  of  the  governor,  to  the 
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large  sums  of  money  transmitted  by  laborers  on  the  Panama  Canal. 
Of  the  imports  44  per  cent  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  36  per 
cent  from  the  United  States,  and  9  per  cent  from  Canada.  The 
decrease  in  exports  was  partly  due  to  apartial  failure  of  the  sugar  crop. 
The  imports  from  Canada  in  1907  increased  17J  per  cent,  while  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  increased  13J  per  cent.  The  exports 
to  Canada  increased  31  per  cent,  while  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
decreased  66  per  cent.  This  was  principally  due  to  the  preferential 
tariff  and  the  larger  quantity  of  sugar  taken  by  Canada.  The  pro- 
duction of  raw  cotton  in  Barbados  in  1907  was  nearly  double  that 
of  the  previous  year,  amounting  to  nearly  1,000,000  pounds.  Under 
the  preferential  tariff  accorded  by  Canada  to  British  colonies  the 
exports  of  sugar  to  the  Dominion  increased  in  quantity,  while  the 
exports  to  the  United  States  diminished.  The  sugar  crop  for  1908, 
while  smaller,  was  sold  at  30  per  cent  in  advance  of  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  efforts  of  the  government  to  develop  cotton  growing 
are  said  to  have  done  much  to  promote  that  industry. 

The  West  Indian  Agricultural  Conference,  held  at  Barbados  in 
1908  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  better  trade  relations  with  Canada, 
was  attended  by  delegates  from  all  of  the  British  West  Indian  islands. 
Owing  to  the  differences  of  circumstances  of  the  islands,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  imite  on  any  one  scheme.  The  islands  producing  sugar 
were  the  keenest  for  extending  trade  relations  with  Canada,  while 
the  islands  whose  chief  products  are  cocoa  and  fruit  favored  looking 
to  the  United  States  for  their  market.  The  Jamaica  delegates  con- 
sidered their  trade  with  the  United  States  as  more  important  than 
that  with  Canada. 

Of  the  Leeward  Islands,  including  Antigua,  St.  Kitts-Nevis, 
Dominica,  Montserrat,  and  the  Virgin  Islands,  the  imports  in  1907, 
according  to  the  official  reports,  were  $2,433,200,  an  increase  of 
$450,000  over  the  preceding  year,  while  the  exports  were  in  value 
$2,520,000,  an  increase  of  $569,000.  Of  the  imports  the  United  King- 
dom supplied  $1,124,000  worth  and  the  United  States  $861,000 
worth.  The  cotton  exports  of  the  Leeward  Islands  are  increasing 
rapidly,  amounting  to  58,688  pounds  in  1903  and  885,978  pounds  in 
1907.  St.  Lucia  imports  a  great  deal  of  coal,  amoimting  to  111,232 
tons  in  1907,  all  of  which  came  from  the  United  States.  It  is  used 
for  sale  to  steamers.  The  leading  imports  of  these  islands  are  cottons 
and  flour,  and  the  exports  sugar  and  cocoa. 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  imported  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1908, 
$16,423,000  worth  of  merchandise,  an  increase  of  $1,236,000  over  the 
preceding  year.  The  exports  reached  nearly  $20,000,000  in  value, 
an  increase  of  nearly  $5,000,000  over  the  preceding  year.  The  imports 
from  the  United  States  in  that  year  are  given  as  $3,975,000  worth,  and 
the  exports  to  this  country  at  about  $5,000,000  worth.     The  United 
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States  imports  more  from  Trinidad  than  any  other  comitry,  but  its 
exports  to  Trinidad  are  behind  those  of  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Venezuela.  There  were  234,388  barrels  of  flour  imported  in  1907, 
95  per  cent  of  which  came  from  the  United  States.  This  country 
also  sends  packing-house  products  to  a  large  extent,  and  hewn  and 
sawn  limiber.  At  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  2,461  vessels  arrived  in 
1907,  of  which  626  were  merchant  steamships,  of  which  number  only 
7  were  American,  and  5  of  those  were  colliers  for  the  American  battle- 
ship fleet. 

A  hurricane  in  Turks  Island  in  September,  1908,  caused  a  loss  of  a 
large  amount  of  salt,  and  left  those  islands,  which  were  not  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition,  in  what  was  considered  a  very  unfortunate 
situation. 


BAHAMAS, 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

The  following  statistics  concerning  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Baha- 
mas for  the  years  1906  and  1907  are  compiled  from  the  published 
report  of  the  "British  colonial  secretary. 

The  imports  and  exports,  products  of  the  islands,  by  countries,  into 
and  from  the  Bahamas  during  the  calendar  years  1906  and  1907  were 
as  follows: 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906. 

1907. 

1006. 

1907. 

United  States 

11,218,027 

306,833 

14,843 

25,869 

36,066 

$1,233,010 

465,666 

40,805 

49,818 

35,610 

1616,033 
80,292 
0,820 
6,002 

316,580 

1613,010 

UnltAfl  TTfrig^nm 

120,799 

Canada " 

81,841 

British  West  Indies 

298 

All  other  countries 

320,872 

Total 

1,601,638 

1,814,896 

1,026,736 

1,103,814 

Commenting  on  the  foregoing  import  figures,  the  secretary  says: 

Inasmuch  as  certificates  of  origin  are  not  required  in  this  colony,  these  i 
not  to  be  relied  upon.  There  is  no  direct  communication  with  the  United  '. 
and  consequently  many  goods  really  imported  from  that  country  are  ch 
imported  from  the  United  States,  where  they  are  transshipped. 

Perhaps  this  is  the  only  instance  where  the  United  Kingdom  has 
not  direct  communication  with  its  colonies,  and  it  may  also  be 
assumed  that  it  is  the  only  place,  colony  or  foreign  country,  to  which 
British  goods  are  not  shipped  direct. 
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The  imports  into  the  Bahamas  by  articles  are  given  as  follows  in  the 
report: 


Articles. 


AlooboUc  liquors  (gin,  nun, 

malt,  etc.) 

Automobiles 

Bicycies 

Butter  and  cheese 

Com,  corn  meal,  and  hominy 

FToor 

Hay.  oats,  and  bran 

Ice 

Lard 

Lumber,  sliingles.  and  iath ... 

Machinery 

Meat,  fresh 

Meat,  salted 


1906. 


S50,840 

3,596 

2,214 

39,020 

38,075 

173, 110 

20,619 

6,311 

22,211 

29,759 

23,773 

23,291 

54,095 


1907. 


169,201 

10,940 

1,927 

42,606 

76,376 

213,854 
30,625 
8,657 
39,570 
43,550 
53,658 
20,342 
64,340 


Articles. 


oil,  kerosene 

Rice 

Rope  and  canvas 

Soap 

Sugar 

Steam  launches 

Tobaccos  and  dgan 

Earthenware  and  glassware. . . 

Hardware  and  tinware 

Preserved  fish  and  meats 

Textile  fabrics 

AU  other  artioles 


Total. 


1906. 


$10,526 
48,800 
34,800 
8,165 
69,834 


20,989 
283,030 

70,584 
126,841 
247,850 
103,296 


1,601,688 


1907. 


121,188 

65,288 

84,806 

16,668 

62,866 

4,170 

31,048 

187,418 

106,897 

107,189 

310,526 

191,099 


1,814,896 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  the  Bahamas,  by 
articles,  in  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

1,660,677 
4,306,082 

Value. 

Sofcnumt 

1,528,802 
3,867,084 

$562,216 
195,347 
148,963 
54,841 
1,333 
63,016 

1631,179 

227,114 

86,731 

73,138 

1,138 

84,519 

sSSr^::::::^:::::::::::::::::::::::::"::::::::::::: 

Pineapples,  fresh  and  preserved 

Sb^is^  7. . . ' *    , 

Cotton 

13,105 

8,568 

All  other  articles 

Total 

1,025,736 

1,103,814 

As  the  colonial  secretary  gives  no  further  details  concerning  the 
sources  whence  the  colony  draws  its  imports,  it  is  impossible  to  give 
exact  figures  as  to  how  much  British  goods  as  claimed  are  im]^rted 
and  credited  to  the  United  States.  According  to  the  figures  m  the 
colonial  reports,  the  United  States  suppUes  about  68  per  cent  of  the 
imports  and  takes  about  56  per  cent  of  the  exports. 

The  report  states  that  the  sponge  industry  is  depressed  and  the 
outlook  gloomy.  As  sponges  constitute  over  one-half  the  value  of 
the  total  exports,  it  becomes  of  interest  to  know  the  coimtries  wherein 
they  find  consumption.  Of  the  1,660.667  poimds,  valued  at  $631,179, 
exported  in  1907,  910,603  pounds,  valued  at  $246,400,  were  exported 
to  the UnitedStates,  $140,000  worth  to  Germany,  about  $100,000  worth 
to  France,  $76,400  worth  to  the  United  Kingdom,  $66,000  worth  to  Hol- 
land, the  remainder  ^oing  to  Canada  and  Italy.  The  decrease  in  the 
pineapple  industry  is  considered  discouraging,  though,  according  to 
the  report,  the  causes  of  the  failure  have  been  special  rather  than 
general  Gong  drought)  and  they  should  not  be  in  any  way  a  perma- 
nent deterrent.  Nearly  the  entire  exports  of  sisal  go  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1907  would  nave  been  much 
greater  were  it  not  for  the  ''American  crisis,  which  caused  a  fall  in 
the  prices  and  dullness  in  the  trade." 
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The  only  industry  which  would  seem  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion in  the  Bahamas  is  the  American  Lumber  Works,  in  Abaco,  which 
is  referred  to  in  the  report  as  follows: 

At  the  American  Lumber  Works  at  Wilson  City,  Abaco,  a  new  mill  is  under  con- 
struction which  is  calculated  to  saw  75,000  feet  per  diem.  A  numbeor  of  fine  houses 
have  been  built,  as  well  as  one  of  the  largest  stores  in  the  Bahamas.  The  company 
sawed  3,000,000  feet  during  1907,  and  manufactured  350,000  shingles.  The  company 
has  concessions  at  Andros  and  Grand  Bahama  also,  but  has  not  begim  operations  in 
these  islands. 

SHIPPING  RETURNS. 

The  entrances  and  clearances  of  sailing  vessels  in  1907  were  as 
follows:  Entrances,  213  vessels, of  15,734  tons;  clearances,  214  vessels, 
of  15,996  tons,  of  which  the  greater  part  were  American  vessels. 

The  entrances  of  steam  vessels  in  1 907  were  as  follows :  American,  97 ; 
German,  313;  British,  43;  Norwegian,  5;  all  other,  2;  total,  460.  The 
direct  entrances  and  clearances  or  steam  vessels,  regardless  of  nation- 
aUty,  firom  and  to  the  several  countries  in  1907  follow: 


Countries. 

Entered. 

Caeared. 

Number. 

Tons. 

Number. 

Tons. 

United  States 

249 
60 
6 
12 
16 
26 

49&,fi06 
176,862 
9,416 
90,606 
96,420 
61,042 

246 
96 
61 
26 
16 
18 
2 
2 

488,833 
238,313 
81,216 
60  438 
40,772 
40,060 
368 

Britteh  Wert  Indies 

Haiti 

Caba 

Mezioo 

South  America 

United  Kingdom .• 

All  other  conntrles .  r ,,.„,,.,.,,,„,_ 

82 

196,170 

3,246 

Total 

460 

949,101 

459 

948,246 

The  American  flag  covers  less  than  43  per  cent  of  the  trade  of 
Bahamas  with  the  United  States,  while  the  German  flag,  with  no  direct 
trade  with  Germany,  covers  nearly  70  i)er  cent  of  the  cairving  trade 
of  the  colony.  As  stated  by  the  colonial  secretary,  the  British  flag 
has  no  place  in  the  direct  trade  of  the  Bahamas,  while  it  covers  85,038 
and  87,937  tons,  in  the  entrances  and  clearances,  respectively,  in  1907, 
from  countries  other  than  the  United  Kingdom.  It  can,  therefore, 
be  assumed  that  British  trade  with  the  Bidiamas  is  not  of  consequence 
enough  to  call  for  direct  treatment. 


BARBADOS. 

By  Consul  Chester  W.  Martin,  Bredobtown. 

The  total  trade  of  the  British  colony  of  Barbados  for  the  year  1907 
was  $10,739,311,  an  increase  of  $406,567  over  that  of  1906.  The 
imports  were  in  value  $6,187,890,  of  which  $4,623,235  were  for  home 
consimiption  and  $1,564,655  exported.  The  total  exports  amoimted 
to  $4,551,421,  of  which  $2,986,766  were  domestic  products  and 
$1,564,655  British,  forekn,  and  other  colonial  products.  Imports 
by  coimtries  into  Barbaoos  for  the  years  1906  and  1907  follow: 
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Coontxles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  Ktogdom 

$2,346,217 
1,967,691 
421,794 
412,640 
174,118 
163,251 
73,083 

$2,716,227 
2,242,118 
406,105 
283,410 
223,868  ' 
5,995 
43,394 

France 

$60,086 
18,307 
25,461 

139,819 

$257 

United  States 

Brazil 

78,034 
46  966 

C&n&da. .       .... 

Newfoundland 

British  West  Indies 

Other  countries 

51,497 

British  Guiana. . . 

Total 

East  Indies,  Calcutto 

6,802,467 

6,187,890 

Foreign  West  Indies 

For  1907  about  44  per  cent  of  the  imports  were  from  the  United 
Kingdom;  36  per  cent  from  the  United  States;  8.75  per  cent  from 
Canada;  9  per  cent  from  the  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  British  and 
foreign;  and  2.25  per  cent  from  all  other  countries.  The  imports  from 
France  show  the  largest  faUing  off  and  those  from  Brazil  the  greatest 
percentage  of  increase.  The  imports  from  the  latter  country,  how- 
ever, were  almost  entirely  hides  and  skins  in  the  raw  state  for  reex- 
portation. The  United  Kingdom  made  a  gain  of  about  4  per  cent 
over  1906;  the  United  States  2  per  cent;  and  Canada  1.5  per  cent. 

EXPORTS   BY  OOUNTEIES  AND  PEODUCT8. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  products  and  manufactures 
of  the  colony  exported  in  1906  and  1907,  and  countries  to  which 
exported: 


Cotmtrles. 

1906. 

1907.       1 

Countries. 

1906. 

$7,375 
5,700 
2,946 
1,859 
1314 
204 

1907. 

United  Kingdom 

$772,278 

222,579 

90,273 

24,637 

12,994 

8,906 

$769,101 

1,650,813 

243,847  , 

248,692' 

108,272  1 

31,002  1 

13,113 

6,248 

Madeira 

Canada  .    ".  . 

Foreign  West  Indies 

Dutcn  Guiana    . 

$11,322 
382 

United  States 

Newfoundland 

PAPama 

4,137 
8,376 
1,461 

BritlBh  West  Indies 

Netherlands 

PTl^f^h  Or>»frT>ft 

Other  countries 

Total 

l^DCh  OuUuia. .  . 

3,062,579 

2,986,766 

The  staple  products  exported  for  the  years  1906  and  1907  were  in 
value  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Sugar,  dry 

$77,241 

1,631,611 

1,045,777 

379 

$108,708 
1,158,577 

Cotton,  raw 

$126,558 
181,018 

$279,124 
306,541 

Sogarj  muscovado 

All  other  articles 

If^fUffp^ 

Total 

3,062,579 

2,986,766 

Canada  was  the  largest  purchaser  of  the  staple  products,  taking 
23,553  hogsheads  of  sugar,  valued  at  $799,532,  and  41,161  puncheons 
of  molasses,  valued  at  $751,163,  a  total  of  $1,550,695,  or  almost  65 
per  cent  of  the  sugar  product.  Great  Britain  toofc  15  per  cent,  the 
United  States  8  per  cent,  and  all  other  countries  12  per  cent. 
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IMPORTS   PROM   THE    UNITED   STATES   AND   UNITED    KINGDOM. 

The  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States  during  1907  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Books,  maps,  and  charts 

Breadstufls: 

Bran  and  pollard 

Bread  and  crackers 

Com  and  barley 

Flour,  wheat,  and  rye 

Meal ,  com 

Oats 

Carriages  and  carts 

Conliectlonery 

Cotton,  linen,  silk,  and  woolen  goods. 

Cycles  and  parts 

Drags  and  chemloUs 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hay 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

Nails,  spikes,  etc 

Jewelry  and  plated  ware 

Leather,  and  manudacturos  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 


Value. 


114,369 
4,627 

33,209 

40,387 

36,553 

373,076 

144,092 

81,713 

17,402 

1,773 

38,006 

2,188 

40,333 

62,749 

7,372 

6,866 

2,532 

31,802 
4,627 
8,042 
5,150 

24,120 
<   4,408 


Articles. 


Malt  In  bottles 

Musical  instruments 

Oil  meal  and  cake 

Oil,  cotton-aeed 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Paper 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams 

Beef  and  pork 

Butter 

Lard  and  compounds. 

Meats,  preserved 

Oleomargarine 

Tallow 

Soap 

Surar 

Tobacco,  dgars,  etc 

Turpentine 

Wine 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Staves  and  shooks... . 
All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$1,034 
2,080 

58,830 

72,741 
3,066 

17,548 
6.540 

18,610 

207,742 

15,412 

44,480 

6,564 
25,330 

1,614 
18,344 
12,412 

0,883 
848 

1,680 

14,270 
172,313 
544,338 


2,242,118 


The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  amounting  to  $2,716,227 
in  1907,  consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Cotton,  linen, 
silk,  and  cotton  manufactures,  valued  at  $1,175,243;  fertilizers  ana 
manures,  $170,869;  hardware,  $124,062;  machinery,  $88,671;  leather, 
$29,230;  boots  and  shoes,  $69,635;  hats  and  bonnets,  $60,665; 
brandy,  whisky,  etc.,  $43,283;  oooks,  maps,  and  charts,  $31,773; 
soap,  $65,410;  wine,  $45,204;  and  paints  and  varnishes,  $19,024.  A 
httfe  over  41  per  cent  of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingaom  con- 
sists of  textiles. 

There  seems  to  be  no  vahd  reason  why,  if  it  was  properly  looked 
after,  the  United  States  should  not  have  a  large  share  of  the  trade 
in  calicoes,  muslins,  sheeting,  shirtings,  drills,  ducks,  and  cottonades. 
Freight  connections  with  New  York  are  both  quicker  and  cheaper, 
while  tariff  conditions  are  the  same,  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

In  1903,  as  a  result  of  a  demand  for  bunker  coal  by  steamers  in 
the  South  American  trade,  there  began  a  business  that  has  constantly 
increased.  The  number  of  steamers  that  took  coal  at  Bridgetown 
in- 1903  was  73  with  12,000  tons,  which  increased  in  1907,  to  306 
steamers  with  70,000  tons. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports,  compiled  from  invoices  certified  at 
Bridgetown,  to  the  United  States  during  1905, 1906,  and  1907,  were 
as  fouows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

*1906. 

1907. 

Arrowroot 

11,069 

13,666 

1,503 

640 

16,467 
7,816 
1,016 

12, 117 

Coooa,'ungrouiid 

Cottonseed 

T)fAfTTOn<l.<l. ,       -,-.,..    ,  ,  ,    , 

Hides  and  skins 

7,498 

300 

36,073 

8,709 

10,399 

790 

33,239 

15,191 

101,966 

427,942 

730 

17,586 
282 

Household  eflects. '. 

Manjak. 

28,861 
8,717 

Metal,  old 

Mol»99PS 

131,271 

Sugar 

1,075,742 
273 

84,975 

Another  articles 

4,748 

Total 

1,129,687 
40,804 

596,066 

55,247 

1,167 

303,846 

Gold  bullion. 

68,162 
3,460 

Returned  American  goods 

OnMid  totAl ,,,,,,  

1,170,491 

652,480 

365,468 

Barbados  has  excej)tional  advantages  for  the  American  exporter 
in  that  it  is  favored  with  direct  steamship  lines  from  New  Yort  with 
extremely  low  rates  of  freight.  Merchandise  can  be  landed  here  in 
from  7  to  10  days  from  New  York,  while  it  takes  13  days  from 
Southampton.  The  Quebec  Steamship  Companv  has  a  steamer 
leaving  New  York  every  12  days  via  the  northern  islands.  The  boats 
of  the  Koyal  Dutch  West  India  Mail  arrive  every  two  weeks  from  New 
York  direct.  This  line  has  been  started  latelv  between  New  York 
and  Paramaribo,  Dutch  Guiana.  The  Hamburg-South  American 
Steamship  Company,  Booth  Line,  and  the  Lloyd  BraziUero,  all 
have  regular  sailings  from  New  lork  direct  for  Barbados.  The 
opportunities  for  sending  mail  from  here  are  more  frequent,  as  some 
of  the  South  American  steamers  not  calling  on  their  way  south  call 
on  their  way  north  for  mail  and  passengers.  The  importations  of 
the  island  aggregate  over  $6,000,000,  nearly  all  in  goods  that  could 
as  well  be  supphed  by  the  United  States  as  by  the  United  Kingdom. 
It  is  a  trade  worth  looking  after. 

Barbados  has  furnished  many  laborers  for  the  Canal  Zone,  and  the 
money  which  they  are  sending  home  is  doing  much  to  reUeve  condi- 
tions caused  by  poor  crops  of  cane  and  low  prices  of  sugar.  In  1907, 
19,092  money  orders  from  Colon  were  cashed  in  the  post-office, 
amounting  to  $224,638.  In  addition  to  this  amount,  a  large  sum 
was  sent  through  the  banks  by  registered  mail  and  Drought  back 
by  returning  laborers.  A  conservative  estimate  places  the  amount 
received  from  that  source  at  $400,000  for  1907. 


BERMUDA. 

By  Consul  W.  Maxwell  Greene,  Hamilton. 

The  total  trade  of  the  British  colony  of  Bermuda  in  1907  amounted 
to  $2,731,669,  of  which  $2,047,457  were  imports  and  $684,212  ex- 
ports.   The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $1,050,242; 
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United  Kingdom,  $693,359;  Canada,  $362,271;  islands  of  the  West 
Indies,  $30,254;  Germany,  $8,418;  Canary  Islands,  $7,275;  Porto 
Rico,  $2,642;  and  other  countries,  $2 ,.996.  Of  the  exports,  including 
specie  and  goods  returned,  the  United  States  in  1907  took  articles 
valued  at  $626,480;  Canada,  $21,813;  United  Kingdom,  $8,910;  Ger- 
many, $14,599;  and  other  countries,  $13,410. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Bermuda,  by  leading  countries, 
during  the  past  three  years,  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 

1905. 

1906.* 

1907. 

Import. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$1,288,661 
394,899 
813,666 
88,711 

$731,492 
14,468 
23,004 
26,308 

$1,064,314 

269,852 

560,344 

60,977 

$598,802 

7,188 

155,878 

23,904 

$1,050,242 

352,271 

593,359 

51,585 

$625,480 

Oftnftdft          

21,818 

United  Kingdom 

8,910 

Other  counties 

28,009 

Total 

2,585,937 

796,272 

1,964,487 

785,272 

2,047,457 

684,212 

IMPORTS  FBOM   THE    UNirED    STATES,   CANADA,   AND  GREAT    BRITAIN. 

The  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative 
statement : 


ArUcIes. 


United 
States. 


Canada. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Animals,  live 

Boots  and  shoes,  etc 

Breadstufls: 

Bran 

Biscuits 

Com 

Flour 

Meal 

Oats 

Building  materials,  etc 

Canned  goods 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles  and  parts 

Carriages,  etc 

Coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa 

Clothing 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods 

Cigars,  tobacco,  etc 

Drugs,  paints,  and  oils 

Eggs 

Fertilizers 

Furniture 

Groceries 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

Machinery,  etc 

Jewelry  and  plated  ware 

Musical  instruments 

Oil:  Kerosene,  naphtha,  etc 

Paper,  books,  and  stationery . . . 
Provisions: 

Beef 

Butter  and  oleomargarine. . 

Cheese 

Lard 

Meat  and  poultry 

other 

Soap  and  starch 

Spirits,  wine,  and  malt  liquors. 

Sugar 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


187,885 
53,920 

16,170 
5,357 
26,619 
40,065 
11,556 
15,007 
35,650 
23,090 

5,040 

4,583 

9,838 

21,921 

4,402 

30,711 

16,300 

18,783 

4,615 

53,214 

25,179 

26,592 

23,918 
22,511 
7,883 
2,165 
33,582 
15,410 

66,135 
29,490 

6,043 
12,039 
10,662 
79,693 
13,148 
11,150 
28,322 

3,819 
148,865 


1,050,242 


$14,773 
943 

13,406 
2,063 


52,504 
462 
42,074 
23,961 
2,642 

116 

287 

6,062 

1,061 


374 

193 

568 

5,481 


4,962 
2,676 

433 

505 

11,066 


352,271  I 


$8,117 


5,455 
2,549 


4,764 
34,758 

2,665 


661 
60,772 
4,647 
70,276 
15,371 
11,904 


4,402 
1,367 

9,860 
5,912 
15,060 
554 


8,469 

8,261 

55,828 

14,277 

500 

481 

4,121 
827 
836 

228 
4,700 
96,640 
7;483 

40,036 

86,866 

126,804 

508,350 
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The  imports  of  flour  in  1905  were  valued  at  $130, 160 ;  1906,  $82^949 : 
and  1907,  $95,138.  Of  these  sums  the  United  States  furnished 
$47,906,  $50,193,  and  $40,086  worth  for  the  three  years,  respec- 
tively; Canada,  $67,488,  $27,598,  and  $52,504;  and  the  Umted 
Kingdom,  $24,766,  $5,168,  and  $2,549. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States,  including  specie  and  returned 
goods,  in  1907  amounted  to  $626,480,  against  $598,302  in  1906  and 
$731,492  in  1905.    The  items  were  as  foflows: 


ArUdeB. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Artworks 

$1,025 

•973 

288 

202 

20,356 

566 

7,790 

23,205 

127 

7,337 

213,167 
72,984 
20,705 
80,695 

$3,407 
263 

Arrowroot _ 

PftF?.  emptv . ..........  X                         ' 

108 

BDf&!T!f^.":::::;.;:::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::;::::::^ 

27,153 

858 

7,100 

U,201 

81 

1,646 

294,367 
110,909 
21,938 
28,951 

23,707 
182 

Cat  flowers 

Hides 

5,261 

18,460 

211 

Metalloid 

Palm  leaves 

Qptrf  t9  Mid  wine . 

8,121 

303,733 
138,430 
34,452 
30,011 

Vegetables: 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Otlw 

AH  other  f^mo)^ 

Total 

505,829 
202,899 
22,764 

388,395 
190,803 
19,014 

561,276 
47,638 
16,566 

Specie 

Retnmed  A^neilcan  goods . .  .  . .    . 

Grand  total 

731,492 

»8,302 

625,480 

TOURIST  RESORT — BUSINESS  OPPORTUNmES. 

Bermuda  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  resort  for  tourists  who 
desire  to  escape  the  rigors  of  a  northern  winter  vet  dread  to  encounter 
the  perils  of  a  sojourn  in  the  Tropics.  It  is  only  600  miles  from  New 
York.  The  island  possesses  no  resources  except  a  small  and  decreas- 
ing agricultural  industry  and  such  income  as  it  derives  from  the 
tourist  trade.  From  the  money  formerly  expended  by  the  British 
Government  in  maintaining  a  miUtary  and  naval  station  here  consid- 
erable revenue  was  derived,  but  in  recent  years  that  expenditure  has 
been  very  ^eatly  reduced.  The  chief  needs  of  Bermuda  in  order  to 
convert  it  into  a  winter  resort,  which,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to 
New  York  and  its  unique  climatic  conditions,  might  easily  be  the 
most  frequented  of  any  outside  the  bounds  of  the  United  States,  are 
an  increase  of  hotel  accommodation  and  a  more  frequent  steamer 
service. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  permitting  aliens  to  hold  and  con- 
vey real  estate  in  this  colony,  many  Americans  have  acquired  proper- 
ties. Several  fine  houses  have  already  been  erected  by  them;  others 
are  planned.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  many  such  purchases 
will  continue  to  be  made  and  that  there  will  be  a  large  and  increasing 
American  colony  living  in  these  islands  for  a  considerable  part  of  the 
year.  It  might  be  weu  for  American  capitahsts  to  consider  the  possi- 
bilities and  opportunities  that  exist  in  the  colony.  Its  need  of  notels 
and  steamers  is  apparent,  and  business  and  money  await  the  coming 
of  persons  who  will  make  investments  in  these  enterprises. 
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JAMAICA. 

By  Consul  Frederick  Van  Dyne,  Kingston. 

The  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  was  a  record-breaking  one 
in  the  commercial  history  of  the  British  colony  of  Jamaica.  The 
total  value  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  colony  for  the  year  was 
$25,452,981,  which  was  an  increase  of  $4,753,440  over  the  previous 
year,  a  gain  of  nearly  23  per  cent.  The  value  of  the  exports  was 
$11,563,787,  an  increase  or  $1,869,685.  The  imports  amounted  to 
$13,889,194  against  $11,005,439  in  1907,  a  gain  of  $2,873,755. 

The  remarkable  commercial  progress  indicated  by  these  figure 
was  due  in  part  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  capital  and  principal  city  of 
the  colony,  and  the  dupUcation  of  the  stocks  of  goods  which  were 
almost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  earthquake  and  fire  of  January, 
1907,  and  to  the  increased  importation^  because  of  the  severe  and 
long-continued  drouth,  which  greatly  curtailed  the  crops  on  which 
the  people  depend  for  food.  These  conditions,  coupled  with  the 
circumstances  that  a  considerable  grant  was  made  by  the  British 
Government  as  well  as  a  provision  for  a  still  larger  loan  on  long  time 
and  favorable  conditions,  to  aid  in  restoring  the  city,  made  it  possible 
for  the  people  to  make  a  substantial  start  in  rebuilding  and  created 
a  heavy  demand  for  foreign  imports.  The  steady  employment  of 
large  numbers  of  artisans  and  laborers  at  good  wages  also  greatly 
augmented  the  purchasing  capacity  of  the  people. 

INCREASING  SALES — ^UNITED  STATES  BEST  CUSTOMER. 

While  the  drouth  caused  a  considerable  decrease  in  quantity  of 
several  of  the  staple  products  of  the  colony,  notably  bananas,  cocoa- 
nuts,  rum,  and  gmger,  the  increased  price  obtained  for  these  com- 
modities was  such  that  their  export  value  exceeded  that  of  the 
previous  year  by  more  than  $1,500,000.  A  comparison  of  the  yearly 
exports  of  Jamaica  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  while  showing  fluctua- 
tions due  to  disastrous  hurricanes,  drouths,  earthquakes,  etc.,  with 
which  the  island  was  unhappily  afflicted,  shows  also  a  gratifying 
steady,  substantial  growth. 

Of  the  total  exports  more  than  $9,700,000  consisted  of  fruit  alid 
foodstuffs,  the  prmcipal  articles  being  as  follows:  Bananas  worth 
$5,375,728;  oranges,  $375,230;  cocoanuts,  $277,575;  grape  fruit, 
$95,339;  rum,  $851,418;  cocoa,  $739,235;  coffee,  $691,855;  sugar, 
$434,220;  pimento,  $341,788;  ginger,  $244,068;  tobacco,  cigars,  etc., 
$173,116;  and  honey,  $83,144.  The  other  $1,800,000  was  made  up 
of  raw  material,  such  as  annatto,  beeswax,  hides,  logwood,  woods, 
wool,  dividivi,  tortoise  shells,  etc.,  amoimting  to  $652,247;  manufac- 
tured articles  consisting  principally  of  logwood  extract,  of  the 
value  of  $520,048;  and  coin  and  bullion,  $624,844. 

The  United  States  is  Jamaica's  best  customer,  buying  last  year  59 
per  cent  of  what  it  had  to  sell,  or  $6,822,634,  as  against  Great 
Britain's  21.4  per  cent,  or  $2,474,650;  Canada's  5.3  per  cent,  or 
$612,881;  and  all  other  countries'  14.3  per  cent,  or  $1,653,622.  The 
United  States  bought  90  per  cent  of  the  fruit,  valued  at  $5,237,965, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  8  per  cent,  or  $462,673.  Of  the  rum,  86.4 
per  cent,  valued  at  $737,309,  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  while  the 
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United  States  bought  only  4  per  cent,  valued  at  $3,363.  Of  coffee 
the  United  States  took  29.5  per  cent,  or  $205,571,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  19  per  cent,  or  $131,201.  Canada  bought  72  per  cent  of 
the  sugar,  or  $380,006,  and  the  United  Kingdom  23.5  per  cent,  or 
$126,621. 

DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  THE   IMPORTS — UNITED   STATES   GAINS. 

The  classes  of  imports  in  which  there  was  the  greatest  increase 
were  manufactured  goods  and  foodstuffs.  The  value  of  manu- 
factures imported  durmg  the  year  was  $8,364,404  as  compared  with 
$6,350,924  m  1907,  a  gain  of  more  than  31  per  cent.  With  the 
exception  of  less  than  4  per  cent,  these  articles  all  come  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  share  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  this  trade  was  $5,195,203,  or  62.3  per  cent,  and  that  of  the  tmited 
States  $2,847,413,  or  34  per  cent,  wnich  represented  a  loss  in  per- 
centage of  1.8  per  cent  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  a  gain  or  2.7 
per  cent  for  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  manufactures  shipped  from  the  United  States  during 
the  year  was  $2,847,413,  against  $1,986,972  for  1907.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  $860,441,  and  a  percentage  of  increase  of  more  than  43 
per  cent.  This  remarkable  mcrease  in  our  trade  in  manufactured 
goods  is,  I  believe,  in  part  due  to  the  well-directed  efforts  which 
were  made  the  past  year  to  exploit  American  goods  in  this  market. 

Increases  in  the  substantial  amounts  indicated  are  shown  in  the 
importations  of  the  followiuj^  manufactured  articles:  Cottons, 
$340,557;  haberdashery  and  mfllinery,  $209,614;  apparel,  $148,136; 
silk  goods,  $29,924;  lumber,  $206,208:  nardware  and  cutlery, 
$119,871;  machinery,  $121,993;  leather,  boots,  and  shoes,  $97,514; 
cement,  $92,555;  soap,  $51,224;  medicines  and  drugs,  $46,139; 
painters'  colors  and  materials,  $35,861,  and  perfumery  $24,950. 

Hie  trade  in  wearing  apparel  and  textiles  still  remains  largely 
with  the  British  maniUacturer  owing  to  the  conservatism  of  the 
people  of  Jamaica  and  the  failure  of  American  manufacturers  to 
cater  to  their  tastes.  Of  the  total  imports  of  cottons  the  United 
Kingdom  sold  $1,593,851  and  the  United  States  $351,361.  The 
sales  of  wearing  apparel  by  British  manufacturers  amoimted  to 
$442,233,  while  those  from  the  United  States  totaled  $85,927. 

INTERESTING  DETAILS   AS  TO   UNriED  STATES   SALES. 

In  haberdashery  and  millinery  a  substantial  gain  was  made  by 
American  manufacturers,  as  the  imports  of  this  class  of  goods  during 
the  year  amoimted  to  $36,391,  against  only  $10,200  the  previous 
year.  The  share  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  this  trade  was  $397,729. 
"  Of  the  $458,258  of  leather,  boots,  and  shoes  imported  the  United 
States  furnished  $217,075. 

Of  the  $172,^24  of  drugs  and  medicines  imported  last  year  the 
United  States  made  sales  of  $84,404  as  compared  with  $62,607  in 
tile  fiscal  year  1907.  The  sales  of  the  United  Kinedom  last  year 
amounted  to  $81,528;  in  1907,  to  $57,507.  In  1907  the  shipments  of 
painters'  colors  and  materials  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted 
to  $24,612  and  those  from  the  United  States  to  $10,107.  In  the 
fiscal  year  1908  importations  of  these  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


224  COMMERCIAL  BELATIONS. 

were  of  the  value  of  $48,869  .and  those  from  the  United  States 
$33,019. 

Perfumery  to  the  extent  of  $36,990  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  $30,77^  from  the  United  States  was  sold  to  Jamaica,  as  against 
$25,252  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  $22,317  from  the  United 
States  the  previous  year.  Soap  amounting  to  5,398,252  nounds, 
valued  at  $210,154,  was  imported.  Of  this  trade  the  Unitea  King- 
dom  secured  $188,328  and  the  United  States  only  $20,984,  as  com- 
pared with  $85,699  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  $12,711  for  the 
United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1907. 

In  machinery  the  United  States  made  sales  of  $174,619  in  the 
fiscal  year  1908  against  only  $32,727  in  the  fiscal  year  1907,  while 
the  United  Kingaom's  sales  amounted  to  $217,916,  whim  was 
almost  the  identical  value  of  British  shipments  in  1907. 

There  were  15,987,180  feet  of  lumber  imported  during  the  fiscal 
year  1908,  an  increase  over  the  fiscal  year  1907  of  nearly  6.000,000 
feet.  Of  this  amount  14,886,340  feet  came  from  the  Umtea  States, 
the  value  being  $479,102. 

Of  the  72,849  barrels  of  cement  purchased  by  Jamaica,  65,107 
barrels  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  7,742  from  the  United 
States.  This  represented  a  gain  for  the  United  States  of  7,661 
barrels  and  for  Gfreat  Britain  45,274  barrels.  The  value  of  the  trade 
in  cement  in  the  fiscal  year  1908  was  $146,233. 

IMPORTS  OP  POOD  AND  DBINK. 

The  imports  of  flour  from  the  United  States  increased  from 
169,986  barrels,  valued  at  $744,511,  in  1907,  to  245,306,  of  the  valiie 
of  $1,195,781  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908.  The 
shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  2,094  barrels  and  from 
Canada  909  barrels.  The  Unitea  States  also  shipped  59,981  of  the 
60,331  barrels  of  meal  imported  during  the  year. 

The  shipments  of  rice  from  the  United  States  rose  from  2.190,170 
poimds  in  1907  to  4,507,869  pounds  in  the  last  fiscal  year.  Tne  share 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  this  trade  was  7,176,348  pounds.  The 
shipments  of  bread  and  biscuit  from  the  United  States  increased 
from  $152,642  in  value  in  1907  to  $198,786,  while  the  shipments  from 
the  United  Kindgom  amoimted  to  only  $729.  The  quantity  of  con- 
densed milk  shipped  from  the  United  States  increased  from  209,396 
poimds  to  254,464  poimds.  but  during  the  same  period  the  shipments 
from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  866,122  pounds  to 
1,269,224  pounds. 

During  last  year  491,277  p>ounds  of  butter  and  substitutes,  valued  at 
$64,529,  were  shipped  from  the  United  States,  against  160,122,  valued 
at  $32,464.  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  same  period  the  United 
Kingdomsnipped  341,458  pounds  and  Canada  140,095  pounds.  Of  the 
188,794  pounds  of  lard  sold  to  Jamaica,  186,500  pounds  came  from 
the  United  States. 

The  United  States  furnished  29,979  of  the  304,832  gallons  of  ale, 
beer,  porter,  and  wine  imported  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Of  the  $394,290  raw  materials  imported  in  the  last  fiscal  year,  the 
United  States  furnished  $350,329,  or  88.9  per  cent.  The  amount  fur- 
nished in  the  previous  year  was  $235,441.  The  United  States  sold 
68,048  of  the  72,222  tons  of  coal  imported  during  the  year,  an  increase 
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of  23,290  tons.    Shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from 
22,023  tons  in  the  fiscal  year  1907  to  4,174  tons  m  1908. 

Of  the  increased  $3,032,770  import  trade  for  the  fiscal  year  1908, 
the  United  States  secured  $1 ,932,795,  or  63.4  per  cent.  The  trade  witii 
Canada  declined  from  $897,270  in  1907  to  $789,205  in  1908. 

COMMERCIAL  READING  ROOM — POSTAL  STATISTICS. 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  200  miles  of  railway  in  Jamaica, 
which  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Government,  but  four  new  engine^ 
of  American  manufacture  were  added  to  the  equipment  during  the 
year. 

The  commercial  reading  room  at  this  consulate  was  maintained 
during  the  year  with  nearly  100  American  trade  journals,  magazines, 
and  newspapers  and  thousands  of  catalo^es  kept  regularly  on  file, 
and  a  vigorous  campaim  was  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the 
chambers  of  commerce,  boards  of  trade,  and  individual  manufactur- 
ers in  the  United  States  to  increase  our  export  trade.  One  of  the 
direct  results  of  this  work  was  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  steam- 
ships between  Galveston  and  Kingston. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  increased  interest  taken  by  American  manu- 
facturers in  Jamaica,  it  appears  from  advance  figures  furnished  me  by 
the  Postmaster-General  from  his  forthcoming  annual  report  that 
129,535  more  letters  were  received  from  the  United  States  ouring  the 
fiscal  year  1908  than  during  the  previous  year,  the  total  number  being 
391,512.  There  were  also  received  from  the  United  States  12,317  par- 
cels of  the  declared  value  of  $37,880,  as  against  9,201  of  a  declared  value 
of  $28,863  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  letters  received  from  the 
United  Kingdom  was  226,100,  and  of  parcels  18,718,  of  a  declared 
value  of  $124,718.  There  were  242,488  letters  sent  from  Jamaica  to 
the  United  States  and  1,820  parcels,  and  to  the  United  Kingdom 
225,600  letters  and  3,403  oarcels. 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  1,055  vessels  of  a  tonnage 
of  1,298,013  entered  the  ports  of  Jamaica,  as  against  976,  with  a 
tonnage  of  1,188,509,  in  1907.  Of  this  number,  864,  of  872,865  ton- 
nage, were  from  the  United  States  and  307  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


KINGSTON. 

By  ViCE-CoNBUL  William  H.  Orbett. 

Jamaica  has  recovered  to  a  large  extent  from  the  recent  earthquake 
and  the  drought  that  followed  it.  There  are  in  the  island  1,943  miles 
of  main  roads,  besides  parochial  roads.  The  seacoast  and  the  in- 
terior of  the  colony  are  connected  by  telegraph  lines.  The  rapid 
growth  of  the  cultivation  and  export  of  fruit  and  the  consequent  call 
for  improved  means  of  communication  made  it  necessary  to  consider- 
ably increase  the  mileage  of  the  roads.  For  several  years  past  the 
bridging  of  the  most  important  rivers  with  wroiignt-iron  super- 
structures capable  of  carrving  the  heaviest  loads  has  been  going  on. 
All  the  centers  are  provided  with  schools  supported  by  government 
grant. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Kingston  to  the  United  States 
in  1907  was  $2,807,144,  against  $2,846,210  in  1906  and  $2,783,181  in 
1906.    The  articles  were: 


Articles. 


Annatto 

Bitterwood 

Coooa 

Cofltoe 

Fruit  and  nuts: 

Bananas 

Cocoanots 

Oranges 

Pinewples... 

Ginger 

Orape  froit 

Hides 

Honey v 

Lbnejuioe 

Logwood 

Logwood  extract. 

Pimento 

Rom 

Skins 

Sugar 

Turtles,  live 

Wax 

All  other  articles. 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total 2,783,181 


1906. 


S16,422 

3,306 

254,966 

93,696 

[,329,321 
22,151 
240,779 
1,298 
46,855 
66,456 
19,122 


1,995 

8,262 

125,627 

191,003 

224,653 

1,598 

56,078 

6,702 

2,268 

3,422 

27,608 


2,742,587 
40,504 


1906. 


130,039 

3,261 

79.471 

117,445 

1,606,579 

49,977 

74,303 

994 

8,643 

87,771 

34,871 

1,476 

1,929 

6,087 

212,209 

206,683 

168,252 

2,289 

50,696 

3,769 

3,513 

3,992 

41,375 


2,808,024 
87,186 


2,845,210 


1907. 


338,937 

1,743 

120,427 

143,629 

1,442,847 

158,824 

115,706 

549 

8,610 

106,900 

40,201 

18,765 

1,640 

9,928 

116,404 

187,483 

113,777 

1,920 

58,153 

2,161 

9,771 

4,149 

46,326 


2,748,039 
50,105 


2,807,144 


PORT  ANTONIO. 

By  Consul  Nicholas  R.  Snyder. 

The  year  1907  was  one  of  great  reverses,  including  the  earthquake 
and  drought,  which  were  disastrous  to  agricultural  interests.  In  the 
middle  and  eastern  parishes  are  located  the  majority  of  fruit  cultiva- 
tions, especially  those  of  bananas,  which  product  needs  a  compara- 
tively large  rainfall  for  good  growth  and  development.  From  lack 
of  moisture  many  thousands  of  the  trees  having  fruit  on  them,  or 
about  to  bear,  were  snapped  or  withered,  thereby  becoming  a  total 
loss;  consequently  in  the  fall  of  the  year  there  was  a  large  shortage 
of  fruit  and  a  corresponding  diminution  in  the  arrival  ana  departure 
of  vessels.  With  very  few  exceptions  the  planters  bore  the  situation 
well  and  kept  their  plantations  in  good  condition,  though  they  had 
a  larger  area  under  tillage  than  in  any  previous  year,  expecting  a  large 
crop  durine  1908. 

During  tne  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  early  fall  bananas  were 
scarce;  but  just  at  tnat  time  a  new  fruit  companjr  entered  the  mar- 
ketj  creating  keen  competition  and  a  rise  in  prices.  For  a  brief 
penod  fruit  brought  four  times  as  much  as  its  normal  value.  Cocoa, 
too,  was  very  much  in  demand  and  brought  higher  prices  than  for 
many  previous  seasons.  Added  to  this,  the  output  is  continually 
increasing,  as  more  acres  are  coming  into  bearing  each  vear  and  old 
trees  affected  by  the  hurricane  of  1903  have  now  fully  recovered. 
There  was  a  steady  demand  for  cocoanuts  at  fair  prices  and  an  aver- 
age crop  was  harvested. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  all  coun- 
tries during  1905,  1906,  and  1907  was  as  follows: 


1M6. 


1M6. 


1007. 


Btss 

Barrels 

Boxes 

OoOOA 

Cc^Ilee 

Dyewoods 

Fruit  and  nuts: 

Baxuuias 

Cocoanuts 

Qrape  fruit... 

Oranges 

Ltmejuioe 

Skins,  goat 

Another  articles. 


13,230 

1,160 

734 

4,038 


2,070 

2,244,473 
56,350 
1,480 
13,720 
1,356 
4,576 
7,553 


$2,530 

2,566 

681 

0,046 

7,082 

11,540 

2,390,601 
57,753 
4,180 
21,006 
1,300 
4,173 
5,035 


Total. 


2,340,640 


2,468,413 


16,642 
5,600 
4,331 

66,804 
3,418 
7,540 

2,700,620 
120,718 
5,415 
00,500 
1,065 
6,266 
6,803 


2,003,034 


LEEWARD  ISLANDS. 

By  VicB-CoNSUL  Emil  S.  Dbuslb,  St.  Christopheb. 

The  year  1907  was  a  fairly  prosperous  one  for  this  British  colony. 
There  were  exported  during  the  year  14,000  tons  of  sugar,  2,000 
puncheons  of  molasses,  and  296  puncheons  of  rum,  aggregating  in 
value  $671,280.  Canada  took  three-foiuiihs  of  the  sugar  and 
molasses  and  the  United  Kingdom  took  the  rum  and  the  remainder 
of  the  sugar. 

The  exports  of  sea-island  cotton  rose  from  256,492  poimds  in  1906 
to  321,197  poimds  in  1907,  and  the  quality  was  excellent,  and  good 
prices  were  obtained  in  Liverpool.  Ab  high  as  66  cents  was  realized, 
and  quite  a  large  quantity  brought  from  48  to  62  cents.  The  industry 
appears  now  to  be  firmly  established  and  is  a  substantial  help  to  the 
island.  A  large  factory  has  been  erected  here  for  ginning  cotton  and 
crushing  the  seed,  and  cotton-seed  oil  is  being  exported  to  the  neigh- 
boring islands.  Arrangements  are  also  being  made  to  ship  it  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  imports  were  satisfactory  and  show  an  increase  over  1906. 


ST.  LUCIA. 

By  Consular  Agent  William  Peter,  Castribb. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  imperial  garrison  in  1907,  which  was  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  chief  sources  or  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  did 
not  cause  the  depression  in  trade  that  was  anticipated.  On  the 
contrary,  the  departure  of  the  troops  forced  upon  the  owners  of  lands 
and  also  laborers  the  necessity  of  looking  to  the  soil  as  the  natural 
source  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  island  must  depend,  and 
consequently  there  was  quite  a  hvely  interest  taken  in  agricultural 
matters  that  is  bound  to  bear  fruit  in  the  near  future. 
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The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  island  in  1907  amounted  to  $1,417,618, 
of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $831,922,  and  the  exports 
$585,696.     The  trade  was  divided  among  the  following  countries: 


Coantries. 


Imxx>rts. 


Exports. 


Countries. 


Imports.  I  Exports. 


United  States. 

Canada 

France 

Oermany 


1230,286 

32,727 

22,785 

5,455 


S18,837 

41,062 

183,466 

1,797 


United  Kingdom i  $386,805  I    1300,642 

Ali  otber  countries |    153,774  i       40,402 


Total 831, 


585^606 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  was  imported  during  the  vear 
$668,660  worth  of  bunker  coal,  while  the  exports  amountea  to 
$683,429. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  live  animals,  foodstuffs,  drinks,  and 
narcotics  was  $322,176,  exports  $499,354;  raw  material,  including 
bimker  coal,  imports  $732,212,  and  exports  $726,975;  manufactured 
articles,  imports  $374,980  and  exports  $8,523;  and  bullion  and  coin, 
imports  $60,112  and  exports  $34,272,  making  a  total  for  imports, 
$1,490,482,  and  for  exports  $1,269,125. 

The  principal  items  of  domestic  export  were  cocoa,  valued  at 
$227,000;  sugar,  $27,472;  logwood,  $13,516;  fruit  and  vegetables, 
$4,616;  hides,  $4,149;  and  honey,  $1,732. 

Of  the  total  imports  of  boots  and  shoes,  amoimting  to  $25,392,  at 
least  $10,300  worth  came  from  the  United  States,  as  against  $7,627 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  Fish  to  the  value  of  $9,029  came  from 
the  United  States  and  $8,381  from  Canada.  The  value  of  flour  and 
meal  received  from  the  United  States  was  $92,688  and  from  Canada 
$65.  The  United  States  continues  the  principal  country  from  which 
the  foodstuffs  of  the  island  are  drawn. 


EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES — COTTON    CULTURE. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the 
past  three  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cocoa. 

$4,922 
1,040 

$6,820 
2,655 

$1,664 
583 

Metal,  old 

PI  mento  sticks 

339 

Other  articles 

79 

Total 

5,962 
388 

9,554 

2,588 
50 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

6,350 

9,654 

2,636 

From  the  fact  that  the  United  States  is  no  longer  a  market  for  the 
sugar  of  this  colony  statistics  will  show  a  shrinkage  in  the  total  busi- 
ness between  the  two  countries,  but  notwithstanding  this  the  foodstuffs 
of  the  United  States  must  for  a  long  while  remain  the  mainstay 
of  these  islands,  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present 
negotiations  between  the  British  West  India  colonies  and  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  for  a  reciprocal  tariff  readjustment.  This  matter  is  occupy- 
ing the  attention  or  the  local  government,  but  it  can  not  be  surmised 
"^e  shape  it  will  assume  in  the  end. 
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Hie  cotton  industrjr  is  still  undeveloped  in  this  island,  although 
every  encoura^ment  is  being  given  by  the  imperial  department  of 
agriculture.  One  of  the  leading  firms  has,  however^  in  course  of  prepa- 
ration a  large  area  for  planting,  and  cotton  seed  is  being  freeiy  oia- 
tributed  to  the  small  landholders. 

SHIPPING   AND   COAL  TRADE. 

During  the  year  1907  the  number  of  steamers  calling  or  entering  the 
port  of  Castries  amounted  to  715,  and  the  number  of  sailing  vessels 
245,  a  total  of  960,  aggregating  1,315,729  tons.  Of  this  number  615 
steamships  and  215  sauinff  vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  1,176,720, 
were  British.  The  Uni tea  States  was  represented  by  only  4  steamers, 
with  a  total  tonnage  of  5,469.  The  balance,  96  steamships  and  30 
sailing  vessels,  making  a  total  tonnage  of  133,540,  represented  all  other 
nationalities.  Of  the  number  of  steamers  entenng  the  port  the 
majority  are  ships  which  call  for  bunker  coal  and  water;  the  regular 
mail  and  cargo  steamers  of  five  different  lines  making  up  the  differ- 
ence. The  total  importation  of  bunker  coal  reached  111  ,232  tons,  the 
whole  being  Amencan  coal,  and  the  exports  were  118,503  tons. 
Patent  fuel  amounting  to  539  tons  was  imported  from  England  for 
plantation  purposes. 

The  American  flag  was  not  represented  in  the  carrying  trade  of  this 
island  for  the  year,  the  4  steamers  shown  above  being  merely  callers 
for  bunkers.  The  increase  in  the  importation  of  coal  for  Dunkers 
shows  that  steamship  owners  still  recognize  the  superiority  of  St. 
Lucia  for  bunkering  purposes  over  other  islands  in  these  waters. 
The  dispatch  always  given  has  been  more  than  maintained,  and  the 
labor  for  handling  the  coal  is  abundant. 


TRINIDAD. 

By  Consul  William  W.  Handley,  Port  op  Spain. 

The  declared  value  of  exports,  exclusive  of  bulUon  and  specie  and 
returned  goods,  from  the  island  of  Trinidad  to  the  United  States  in 
1907  was  $4,515,427,  against  $3,120,750  in  1906  and  $3,496,759  in 
1905.     The  items  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Asphalt 

Blftere 

Balata 

Cocoa 

Coooanuts 

Lime  juice 

Logi  and  boards. . 

Manjak 

Metal,  old 

Oil,  ooooaaut 

Skins 

Sugar 

Tonca  beans 

All  other  articles. 


Total 

Bullion  and  specie 

Returned  American  goods. 


$255,256 

39,765 

5,362 

2,811,790 

201,981 


$■;'■.  1 ,  :39 

■12.  -414 

I,s7n,s60 

2  100 


5,937 

>.724 

5,181 

1\'»11 

22,236 

s,  177 

21,610 

:>.  181 

120,694 

■ -0.476 

503 

!:'n.s25 

6,444 

:>.  177 

3,496,750       3,120,750 

984  2,768 

10,017  2,468 


1314,518 

63,101 

6,339 

8,424,952 

356,228 

3,942 

18,944 

32,785 

10,074 

85,381 

3,509 

178,968 


16,506 


4,515,427 
2,717 
19,655 


Qrandtotal 3,507,760       3,126,986        4,537,799 
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TURKS  ISLANDS. 

By  Consul  Josbph  A.  Howblls,  Grand  Turk. 

This  British  colony  for  four  years,  1903  to  1907,  si^ered  from  a 
depressed  condition  of  the  salt  indiistry,  which  is  the  principal  source 
of  revenue  to  the  people.  This  state  or  affairs  was  caused  by  the  rains 
during  the  salt-raking  season  of  1903,  followed  in  1904  bv  light  raking. 
These  two  years  were  followed  by  a  light  demand,  which  deflect^ 
the  trade  to  other  channels,  and  besides,  the  low  price  of  salt  was 
disastrous  to  the  laborers  as  well  as  to  business  men. 

The  exports  of  salt  from  Turks  and  Caicos  islands  in  1907  amoimted 
to  $76,627,  divided  among  the  following  coimtries:  United  States, 
$53,635;  Canada,  $15,031;  Jamaica,  $1,872;  Santo  Domingo,  $1,259; 
and  other  coimtries,  $1,722.  There  is  estimated  to  be  on  hand  from 
500,000  to  600.000  bushels  of  salt  in  the  colony. 

Tlie  hawkbill  turtle  shells  are  an  important  item  in  this  colony. 
The  fishers  come  from  Nassau,  New  Providence  Island,  and  himt  or 
fish  for  turtles.  They  ship  only  a  small  part  of  the  shells  from  the 
ports  of  the  colony,  and  take  the  larger  portion  to  Nassau,  whence 
tl^y  are  sent  to  England.  In  order  to  protect  these  waters  a  law 
has  been  proposed  requiring  a  license  and  designating  a  closed 
season- for  turtles  of  all  Kinds. 

Conches,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  sea  in  great  abimdance  in 
this  colony,  are  taken  and  dried  and  sold  in  Haiti  and  Santo  Domingo. 
Sometimes  quite  valuable  pearls  are  found  in  the  conches,  and  are 
sold  at  all  prices  up  to  $100. 

The  cultivation  of  sisal  grass  on  the  Caicos  Islands  is  of  importance, 
some  3,000  acres  being  utilized  for  that  purpose.  All  the  fiber  is 
shipped  to  New  York.  Two  firms  on  the  same  islands  are  engaged 
in  sponge  fishing,  which  was  originally  started  by  Greeks. 

COLONIAL   CONDITIONS COMMUNICATION — EXPOBTS. 

The  colony  is  entirely  self-supporting  and  independent  so  far  as 
finances  are  concerned,  neither  paying  tribute  to  the  mother  country 
nor  receiving  aid  therefrom.  It  issues  its  own  postage  stamps, 
eight  kinds,  ranging  from  halfpenny  to  3s.  There  is  but  one  post- 
office  in  the  colony,  and  no  postage  is  chafed  on  local  matter. 

A  direct  cable  from  Halifax  connects  Bermuda,  Turks  Islands, 
and  Jamaica.  A  daily  bulletin  is  furnished  by  the  company  at  a 
cost  of  $583  a  year. 

The  summer  of  1907  was  marked  by  a  severe  drought,  which  caused 
more  or  less  suffering  to  man  and  beast,  although  of  much  advantage 
to  salt  makers.  Usually  about  from  25  to  40  inches  is  the  anniml 
rainfall,  and  this  takes  place  in  the  winter  months  and  May.  The 
coolest  month  is  December,  74°;  and  the  hottest  is  August,  83°, 
with  the  mean  for  the  year,  79.6°. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Turks  and  Caicos  islands  to  all 
countries  in  1905  was  $112,708,  against  $117,118  in  1906  and  $115,926 
in  1907.  In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  articles  of  export 
to  the  United  States  and  to  all  other  countries  during  the  past  three 
years. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE   AND   INDUSTBIES   OF   DAKI8H   WEST   InMES.    231 


1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

United 
States. 

Other 
oountries. 

United 
States. 

Other 
oountries. 

United 
States. 

Other 
countries. 

Salt 

$51,916 

27,678 

9,655 

204 

$19,155 

657 

1,158 

2,385 

$49,288 
24,766 
10,439 

$20,181 
2,506 
1,824 
8,509 

$57,605 
15,120 
14,200 

$24,969 

Sisal  grass 

Sponges 

613 

itolesheU 

2,003 
90 

Other  articles 

15 

1,236 

Total 

80,353 

23,355 

84,508 

32,610 

88,161 

27,766 

ST.  THOMAS. 

By  Consul  Christopher  H.  Payne,  Charlotte  Amalie. 

The  industrial  and  commercial  conditions  of  the  Danish  West 
Indies  have  not  undergone  any  very  marked  changes  within  the  past 
three  years.  Some  additional  efforts  were  put  forth  along  agncul- 
tural  Imes.  the  principal  one  being  the  introduction  of  cotton  growing 
on  each  of  the  three  islands.  On  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Jan  this  industry  has  not  advanced  beyond  the  experimental  stage. 
In  St.  Croix,  however,  more  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained, 
the  acreage  planted  being  much  larger.  A  very  severe  drought  extend- 
ing over  a  period  of  eight  months  prevailed  over  the  islands  last  year 
and  seriously  damaged  the  crops. 

The  industries  of  St.  Jan  consist  mainly  in  grazing  and  cultivating 
the  bay  tree,  and  the  manufacture  of  bay  oil  and  other  products  of 
that  tree.  The  St.  Jan  bay  oil  is  noted  for  its  fine  quality  and  purity. 
This  industry  is  Rowing,  and  several  small  distilling  plants  have 
been  installed  withm  the  pastyear  or  two.  Vegetables  also  are  grown 
in  considerable  quantities.  The  agricultural  industry  of  St.  Thomas 
is  of  little  significance.  The  farm  products  are  never  suflScient  in 
quantity  to  supply  the  local  demand,  and  practically  everything  that 
enters  into  the  general  trade  and  busiuess  of  the  island,  except 
bay  rum  and  bay  oil,  is  imported.  Almost  the  entire  business  and 
trade  of  the  island  is  confined  to  the  p)ort  and  harbor.  It  is  there 
that  labor  finds  its  employment  and  from  that  source  the  people  ob- 
tara  their  support.  Bay  oil,  bay  rum,  and  hides  are  the  prmcipal 
exports  from  St.  Thomas;  the  first,  amounting  to  about  $15,000  in 
value  each  year,  is  shipped  to  Colon,  Panama.  The  exp)orts  of  hides 
are  valued  at  about  $6,000  annually,  most  of  which  are  shipped  to 
Germany. 
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GENERAL  TRADE. 


The  imports  into  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1907,  amounted  to  $802,049;  in  1906,  $864,152; 
and  in  1905,  $907,100.  This  trade  was  distributed  among  the  fol- 
lowing countries: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States 

Belgium 

British  North  America 

British  West  Indies 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

South  America,  including  Mexico. 

Soain 

united  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$468,711 

451 

16,953 

39,290 

33,242 

17,739 

67,528 

949 

11,733 

6,953 

237 

207,252 

36,062 


$422,343 

429 

12,204 

60,766 

41,487 

20,908 

63,543 

3,001 

11,668 

12,963 

10 

172,680 

42,141 


907,100 


864,152 


$356,076 

81 

1,720 

61,876 

36,206 

26,400 

82,076 

4,337 

13,751 

15,378 

1,769 

175,176 

37,195 


802,049 


The  leading  items  of  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
fiscal  year  1907  were  as  follows:  Cotton  goods  valued  at  $41,837; 
linen  articles,  $6,547;  coal,  $36,264;  hardware,  $5,056;  preserves, 
$6,881;  beer,  $2,876;  and  brandy,  $2,362.  From  Germany  the  prin- 
cipal articles  were,  glassware  worth  $6,870;  hardware,  $2,846;  rice, 
$8,971;  cheese,  $4,743;  and  beer,  $2,367.  Denmark's  principal  sales 
were  butter,  valued  at  $10,522,  ana  beer,  $7,575. 

TRADE   WFTH   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  into  the  island  of  St.  Thomas 
from  the  United  States  during  tne  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1905, 
1906,  and  1907,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Boots  and  shoes 

Breadstufls: 

Bread 

Flour,  wheat 

Meal 

Coal 

Cotton  goods 

Dry  goods 

Fish 

Glassware 

Iron  and  stoel,  manufac- 
factures  of: 

Cast  iron 

Hardware 


1905. 
S112 

1906. 

1907. 

1569 

S191 

20,551 

17,325 

28,429 

1,666 

1,629 

1,061 

67,264 

54,611 

33,528 

6,606 

5,316 

5,099 

248,470 

208,609 

150,663 

2,352 

5,025 

2,221 

2,900 

1,608 

1,274 

563 

852 

3,014 

691 

821 

1,288 

55 

811 

1,316 

4,118 

6,972 

5,181 

ArUdes. 


1906. 


Leather 

Lumber 

Oils  and  paints.... 
Peas  and  Deans.... 

Perfumery 

Preserves 

Provisions: 

Cheese 

Hams 

Lard 

Oleomargarine 

Pork 

Sugar 

TobaoQO 

I 


SI, 315 
11,907 
1,171 
5,003 
579 
6,404 

916 
4,500 
6,639 
6,173 
5,223 
3,528 
9,719 


1906.    I    1907. 


11,543 

12,151 

23,234 

14,932 

3,291 

1,730 

4,472 

5,241 

336 

531 

4,989 

4,769 

n6 

2,002 

3,876 

4,903 

6,064 

7,689 

5,601 

4,528 

4,296 

5,264 

3,450 

2,201 

6,902 

6,335 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  to  the 
United  States  was  as  follows  for  the  past  three  calendar  years: 


Arttoks. 

1906. 

1006. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bay  ram 

$470 
314 
730 
025 

1894 
80 
100 
452 

f788 

34 

458 

Skins,  goat.    . 

13,626 
219 

$5,095 
295 

$3,368 
62 

Beeswax 

Other  articles 

Hides 

Total 

RUZD 

0,184 

6,916 

4,710 

ST.  CROIX. 

TBADE    OF  THE    ISLAND — MONEY-ORDER   SYSTEM. 

The  total  trade  of  St.  Croix  in  1907  amounted  to  $1,082,914,  of 
which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $599,341,  and  the  exports  $482,573. 
Of  the  imports  the  United  States  furnished  $483,654,  and  all  other 
coimtries  $115,687,  while  the  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $437,553  and  to  all  other  coimtries  $45,020.  The  value  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States  in  1906  was  $588,129  and  in  1905, 
$221,219.  Sugar  and  old  metal  comprised  the  largest  items,  the 
former  amounting  to  $424,732  in  1907,  $572,154  in  1906,  and 
$216,593  in  1905,  while  the  value  of  metal  was  $7,586,  $13,894,  and 
$2,059,  respectively,  for  the  three  years. 

In  some  lines  of  trade  with  these  islands  the  United  States  has 
made  encouraging  progress  within  the  years  just  past,  while  in 
other  lines  there  nas  been  a  falling  off.  The  cause  of  this  decline 
it  seems  is  traceable  to  a  want  of  proper  effort  on  the  part  of  exporters 
in  the  United  States.  This  effort  in  order  to  be  successful  should  be 
directed  along  at  least  two  lines.  First,  energetic  salesmen  should  be 
sent  to  this  market  to  represent  shoe,  dry  jgoods,  notion,  and  ready- 
made  clothing  houses,  as  there  is  not  a  smgle  full-line  ready-made 
clothing  establishment  on  this  island.  Such  a  business  intelligently 
conducted  would  surely  succeed.  Second,  a  longer  credit  should 
be  arranged.  European  merchants  give  credits  ranging  from  four 
to  six  months  in  many  lines  of  trade. 

All  of  the  people  on  these  islands  and  many  merchants,  exporters, 
and  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  beheve  that  thev  would  be 
spared  great  inconvenience,  and  many  times  considerable  loss,  if 
tne  postal  money-order  system  were  extended  from  the  United  States. 
The  high  rates  charged  for  bank  drafts  and  the  high  premium  on 
United  States  currency  practically  excludes  small  orders,  whether 
they  are  from  merchants  or  private  individuals.  If  a  postal  money 
order  could  accompany  direct  the  small  order  to  American  merchants 
hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  such  orders  would  be  sent,  but  since 
a  postal  order  for  the  United  States  has  to  go  via  Europe,  such 
business  in  small  orders  is  out  of  the  question. 
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CURAgAO. 

By  CoNsim  Elias  H.  Cheney,  Willemstad. 

The  census  of  1907  showed  a  population  of  this  Dutch  colony  of 
only  30.400  as  compared  with  31.600  in  1906.  Everybody  who  can 
find  a  place  abroad  emigrates.  Many  have  gone  to  Panama,  some  to 
New  York,  and  Venezuelans  have  returned  largely  to  their  country. 
There  are  fewer  refugees  here.  Syrians,  however,  have  increased, 
and  their  competition  is  keenly  felt  in  the  local  trade. 

Curasao  salt  making  has  absolutely  ceased  to  be  a  productive 
industry.  No  salt  is  smpped  now,  unless  a  little  for  ballast  happens 
to  be  wanted.  The  general  depression  in  business  has  also  completely 
ruined  the  hat  industry.  Some  hard  wood  is  still  brought  here  in 
schooners  and  ship{>ed  to  Europe  and  the  United  States. 
'  A  concession  is  said  to  have  been  granted  for  a  system  of  condensing 
sea  water.  The  plant  is  to  be  operated  in  connection  with  the  electric 
light  works  and  the  ice  plant.  Drinking  water  is  to  be  sold  at  5 
Dutch  cents  (2  American  cents)  per  ''blakie,''  or  6  gallons.  The 
health  of  the  island  has  been  excellent.  There  has  been  no  yellow 
fever  since  1901,  when  about  a  dozen  cases  developed. 

The  Aruba  Gold  Mining  Company,  which  has  employed  from  200 
to  300  men  in  its  mines  during  the  last  six  or  eight  years,  some  of  them 
from  this  island,  is  winding  up  its  affairs.  The  gold  is  there,  but  the 
enterprise  has  never  paid.  It  is  an  English  company,  controlling 
many  other  mines  all  over  the  world.     The  loss  will  be  keenly  felt. 

Aruba  is  an  island  of  this  colony^  70  miles  distant,  having  9,000 
inhabitants.  It  has  phosphate  mines,  which  are  still  profitably 
worked. 

An  extradition  treaty  applicable  to  the  colony  has  gone  into  effect, 
and  one  case  has  arisen  under  it.  A  foreigner  charged  with  embezzle- 
ment was  detained  here  two  weeks,  having  been  tsu^en  from  a  steam- 
ship. As  the  evidence  proved  inadequate  he  was  finally  released^  but 
the  case  has  shown  that  the  treaty  for  the  apprehension  of  criminals 
escaping  into  Venezuela  is  valid. 

What  Curapao  wants  is  a  parcels-post  system.  The  United  States 
already  has  probably  more  than  haif  of  the  trade.    Many  American 

Sroducts  are  wanted  in  so  small  quantities  that  it  does  not  pay  any 
ealer  to  keep  them,  but  a  parcels  post  would  bring  them  mthin 
reach. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907 
amounted  to  $353,214,  against  $314,752  in  1906  and  $405,143  in  1905. 
The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Aloes. 


Coffee 

Dlvl-divi 

Hats,  straw 

Hides 

Honey 

Mangrove  bark.. 

Phosphate 

Resin 


1905. 


$19,068 
6,763 

41,631 
1,956 

30,228 
6,038 
6,689 
3,864 


680 


1906. 


$2,710 

226 

18,497 

1,906 

26,466 

1,646 

220 

112,646 

7,464 

116 


1907. 


$2,936 
2,461 

12,690 
4,956 

27,921 
647 
784 

73,634 

31,806 
657 


Articles. 


Sldns 

Woods 

Wool 

other  articles 

Total 

Returned    American 
goods 

Grand  total 


1906. 


$189,006 

81,027 

867 

6.417 


398,003 
12,140 


405,143 


1906. 


$87,774 

47,071 

290 

6,418 


313,343 
1,409 


314,7fi2 


1907. 


$122,205 

63,991 

651 

6,774 


•861,  ©71 
1,348 


368,214 
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MAKTINIQUE. 

By  Consul  Ghebtbr  W.  Mabtin,  Fort  di  Fiunob. 

The  commerce  for  1907  of  the  French  colony  of  Martmique  showed 
quite  a  substantial  increase  over  that  of  1906^  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  advance  in  price  of  sugar  will  add  materially  to  this  year's 
trade.  The  total  trade  in  1906  amounted  to  $6,421,468  and  in  1907 
to  $6,654,714.  Included  in  these  amounts  are  goods  which  are  not  con- 
sumed in  the  island,  but  reexported,  and  which  amounted  to  $424,970 
in  1907.  Coal  furnished  the  largest  item,  being  reexported  to  the 
amount  of  $216,450. 

The  imports  m  1907  amoimted  to  $3,036,198,  against  $2,837,203  in 
1906.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$1,033,368,  a  gain  of  $112,709  over  the  previous  year;  those  from 
France  amoimted  to  $1,490,107  in  1906  and  $1,577,675  in  1907.  The 
exports  in  1907  were  valued  at  $3,193,546,  a  decrease  of  $1,166  from 
1906.  France  took  articles  worth  $3,134,247  in  1907  and  $3,124,446 
worth  in  1906.  The  remainder,  $59,299  and  $70,266,  for  the  two 
years,  respectively,  was  distributed  among  other  countries,  the  share 
of  the  United  States  amoimting  to  $369  in  1907  and  $500  in  1906. 

TBADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1906  and  1907  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Antm^lff,  Hve,  r  - 

S10,618 
10,188 

16,383 
185,490 
9,076 
228,105 
64,060 
8,928 

73,147 
22,990 

$8,726 
13,423 

*     17,566 

189,807 

952 

240,100 

53,916 

4,610 

102,486 
22,568 

Provisions: 

Beef 

121.863 

9,655 

48,227 

17,117 

17,421 

56,710 
94,377 
26,314 

B^ns 

132,607 

Breadstufls: 

Butter 

3,700 

Com 

Lard 

63,060 

Floor 

Pork 

14,744 

Oats 

Tobacco 

5,860 

Coal 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Fertilizers 

67,512 

Machines,  etc 

Staves  and  sbooks 

All  other  articles 

151,369 

oa: 

40,852 

Cotton-aeed 

Total 

Elerosene 

920,659 

1,033,368 

The  falling  oflf  in  tobacco  imp)ortations  is  more  apparent  than  real, 
on  accoimt  of  ^uite  a  quantity  of  American  tobacco  being  brought 
here  from  the  island  of  Guadeloupe  and  credited  on  the  returns  as 
from  a  French  colony.  There  is  also  quite  an  amount  in  bond 
not  yet  entered  for  consmnption.  While  the  retmns  show  increased 
importation  of  American  flour,  the  importations  of  French  flour  in- 
creased in  amoimt  about  $25,000,  caused  by  tariff  discussion. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1905  amounted 
to  $3,317,  of  which  $3,098  was  for  sugar ;  in  1906  the  value  was  $1 ,282, 
consisting  of  skins  worth  $659,  old  copper  $167,  and  vanilla  beans 
$456;  and  in  1907  rum  worth  $191  was  the  only  article  exported. 
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Efforts  are  being  made  to  interest  the  planters  in  the  cultivation  of 
sea-island  cotton,  which  has  proved  such  a  profitable  crop  in  the 
British  West  Indies  for  the  past  two  vears,  but  with  the  present  price 
of  su^ar  it  is  very  doubtful  if  anything  can  be  done  beyond  a  few 
experiments. 

The  French  steamship  companjr  is  in  the  market  for  bananas  and 
pineapples,  but  as  yet  tne  cultivation  and  exports  are  on  a  very  small 
scale.  More  interest  is  shown  in  diversified  agriculture,  and  a  decided 
change  for  the  better  may  be  looked  for  within  a  few  years. 
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COLOMBIA,  VENEZUELA,  BRITISH  AND 
DUTCH  GUIANA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

There  is  submitted  herewith  a  review  of  the  trade  conditions  in 
Colombia,  Venezuela,  British  Guiana,  and  Dutch  Guiana  as  reported 
by  the  consuls  or  derived  from  other  sources.  From  Colombia  there 
was  no  annual  report  from  the  United  States  consul  in  Bogota,  and 
none  for  1907  from  the  La  Guaira  district  of  Venezuela,  including 
the  capital;  hence  resort  had  to  be  made  to  other  sources  of  infor- 
mation. 

COLOMBIA. 

Vigorous  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Government  of  Colombia 
to  improve  transportation  facilities  and  otherwise  develop  the  trade 
of  that  country.  The  imports  in  1907  were  in  value  $12,488,563  and 
the  exports  $13,791,443.  The  exports  were  $4,687,833  greater  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  imports  were  nearly  $2,000,000  less. 
The  exports  from  the  United  States  increased  $207,711  in  that  year, 
while  the  imports  from  Colombia  were  $200,000  less,  but  the  imports 
were  more  than  twice  the  value  of  the  exports.  The  United  States 
takes  nearly  twice  as  much  of  Colombia's  exports  as  any  other 
nation,  but  falls  behind  in  furnishing  her  imports.  The  exterior 
transportation  is  all  in  the  hands  of  foreign  vessels,  not  one  of  which 
carries  the  American  flag. 

The  great  drawback  to  Colombia  in  developing  her  commerce  is 
the  lack  of  interior  transportation  facilities  and  a  fluctuating  paper 
currency,  but  the  Government  of  that  country  is  now  stable  and 
progressive  and  the  future  is  promising. 

VENEZUELA. 

Owing  to  the  disturbed  conditions  in  Venezuela,  as  a  result  of 
foreign  complications,  business  was  in  a  depressed  condition  during 
the  year  1907  and  is  still  in  much  the  same  situation.  Many  planta- 
tions were  idle  for  lack  of  capital,  and  others,  especially  sugar  plan- 
tations, were  not  only  idle,  but  offered  for  sale  at  20  per  cent  of  their 
former  value. 

The  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  1907  were  in  value  $15,636,834, 
almost  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  imports 
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were  $9,974,153,  an  increase  of  $1,298,251  over  1906.  Of  the  exports, 
$5,753,782  were  sent  to  the  United  States,  $3,930,826  to  France, 
$1,858,063  to  the  Netherlands,  $1,353,673  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
$1,010,203  to  Cuba,  and  $966,328  to  Germany.  Of  the  imports, 
$3,789,970  were  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $2,534,544  from  the 
United  States,  $1,977,507  from  Germany,  and  $921,104  from  the 
Netherlands.  Coffee  comprised  47  per  cent  of  the  exports  in  1906 
and  about  the  same  proportion  in  1907;  cocoa,  17  per  cent;  cattle, 
9  per  cent;  hides  and  skins,  6  per  cent;  Balata  rubber,  5  per  cent, 
and  gold,  3.9  per  cent.  The  United  States  furnished  5  per  cent  less 
of  the  imports  in  1907  than  was  the  case  in  1906,  while  it  took  36 
per  cent  of  the  exports  as  compared  with  31  per  cent  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  customs-house  returns  of  the  United  States  show  that  the 
exports  to  Venezuela  for  the  calendar  year  1907  were  in  value 
$2,771,739,  as  compared  with  $3,310,518  in  1906,  and  that  the  imports 
from  Venezuela  were  $7,590,139,  as  compared  with  $7,789,873  in 
1906.  For  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1908,  the  exports  to 
Venezuela  were  in  value  $1,785,696,  as  compared  with  $2,000,014 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  1907  and  $2,480,403  in  the  same 
time  in  1906.  The  imports  from  Venezuela  in  those  nine  months  of 
1908  were  in  value  $5,212,648,  as  compared  with  $5,947,368  in  the 
preceding  year  and  $6,355,703  in  the  nine  months  of  1906. 

Coffee  formed  the  bulk  of  the  exports  from  Venezuela  and  the  chief 
export  to  the  United  States.  Of  the  exports  in  1907  $7,593,275  in 
value  were  of  coffee,  $2,864,773  of  cacao,  and  $1,190,494  of  Balata 
rubber.  Balata  rubber  exports  were  greater  in  1907  than  ever 
before,  but  the  fatal  system  of  felling  the  trees  in  order  to  extract  the 
gum  has  had  a  bad  effect.  In  Para  and  Caiu^a  rubber  the  same 
system  of  felling  the  trees  has  been  followed,  with  like  effect,  but  the 
Government  has  now  forbidden  cutting  the  trees,  though  it  is  said 
to  be  a  law  difficult  of  enforcement.  High  cost  of  labor,  transporta- 
tion, and  explosives  and  high  taxation  have  a  detrimental  effect  on 
commerce.  There  is  a  4  per  cent  tax  on  exports  in  addition  to  local 
and  state  taxes.  The  customs  duties  on  imports  are  the  equivalent 
of  57  per  cent  ad  valorem,  which  also  retards  trade. 

Much  of  the  territory  of  the  country  is  imexplored,  while  a  great 
deal  of  the  remainder  has  only  cart  roads  and  mule  tracks,  which  are 
impassable  in  wet  weather.  Asphalt  exports,  which  formerly  were 
of  considerable  importance,  as  a  result  of  high  duties  have  dimin- 
ished almost  to  the  vanishing  point.  The  population  of  the  coimtry 
is  practically  stationary.  The  increase  was  only  11,045  in  1905, 
17,466  in  1906,  and  28,019  in  1907.  A  new  tariff  took  effect  in 
January,  1908,  the  result  of  which  is  not  yet  reported.  The  monopoly 
in  the  way  of  a  contract  for  the  exportation  of  cattle,  held  by  a 
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private  firm,  was  rescinded  on  July  31,  1907,  and  the  Govemmenii  is 
doing  what  it  can  to  encourage  such  exportation.  But  there  was  a 
great  decline  in  the  exports  of  cattle  to  Cuba  and  no  gain  elsewhere 
to  make  up  for  that  loss.  The  coimtry  is  rich  in  minerals,  and  when 
afforded  good  transportation  great  developments  are  expected  in 
that  line. 

BBmSH  OXTL^NA. 

Aa  the  population  of  British  Guiana  at  the  time  of  the  last  census, 
in  1891,  included  only  16,724  Europeans  in  a  total  of  278,328  (the 
estimate  for  1907  was  306,959),  the  remainder  being  Africans 
(colored).  East  India  coolies,  CJhinese,  etc.,  trade  increases  slowly. 
The  exports  from  the  United  States  for  the  nine  months  ending  with 
September,  1908,  were  in  value  $1,468,177,  as  compared  with 
$1,396,032  for  the  corresponding  time  in  1906.  The  imports  from 
British  Guiana  were  $353,080,  as  compared  with  $449,437  in  the  first 
nine  months  of  1906.  But  much  of  the  imports  from  that  coimtry 
comes  indirectly  and  would  appear  to  be  credited  to  some  other 
nation,  as  the  consul  gives  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  as 
$1,991,220,  while  the  United  States  statistics  show  imports  from 
British  Guiana  in  that  year  of  only  $350,792. 

The  development  of  rice  culture  promises  to  be  helpful  to  British 
Guiana.  In  the  year  ending  March  31,  1907,  95  inches  of  rain  felL 
Lime  culture  for  the  production  of  citric  acid  is  also  spoken  of  in  the 
British  reports  as  a  promising  industry.  A  lack  of  sufficient  labor 
is  said  to  be  a  detriment,  though  the  presence  of  over  100,000  East 
India  coolies  would  seem  to  point  the  way  for  obtaining  more  of  that 
kind  of  help. 

DUTCH   GUIANA. 

Dutch  Guiana,  or  Surinam,  has  a  population  of  80,000,  of  whom 
20,000  are  immigrants  from  British  India.  The  number  of  Europeans 
is  small.  Of  the  exports  of  the  colony  in  1907  the  largest  in  value 
to  any  coimtry,  $1,001,180,  was  credited  to  the  United  States,  though 
the  statistics  of  this  country  show  imports  in  that  year  of  only 
$659,063;  they  also  show  exports  to  Dutch  Guiana  of  $431,477, 
while  the  records  of  that  coimtry  give  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  as  of  the  value  of  $688,069.  Flow,  oil,  and  provisions  are 
the  chief  exports  to  Dutch  Guiana,  while  its  exports  consist  of  cocoa, 
coffee,  and  sugar.  Bice  and  bananas  are  increasing  in  value  in  the 
exports  of  Dutch  Guiana,  but  until  better  interior  transportation 
facilities  ard  provided  the  increase  in  trade  will  be  gradual. 
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EEYIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  COLOMBIA. 

No  annual  report  has  been  received  from  the  United  States  consul- 
general  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  covering  the  commerce  of  that  country 
For  the  year  1907,  but  from  the  reports  of  Charles  C.  Eberhardt,  the 
consul  at  Barranquilla,  Isaac  A.  Manning,  the  consul  at  Cartagena, 
and  Special  Agent  Charles  M.  Pepper,  and  from  one  on  the  "Trade  of 
Colombia  for  the  year  1907"  by  tne  British  Minister  at  Bogota,  and 
from  other  sources  deemed  trustworthy,  this  review  of  the  commerce 
of  that  country  is  made. 

According  to  the  custom-house  returns  the  imports  from  Colombia 
into  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  year  1907  were  in  value 
$6,466,429,  while  the  exports  to  Colombia  were  $3,169,382.  In  1906 
the  exports  were  $2,961,671,  showing  an  increase  for  1907,  while  the 
imports  for  1906  were  some  $200,000  more  than  for  1907.  For  the 
nine  months  ending  with  September,  1908,  the  exports  to  Colombia 
were  $2,679,725,  a  slight  increase  over  the  corresponding  time  in 
1907,  while  the  imports  from  Colombia  were  $4,997,349,  also  a 
slight  increase. 

The  total  imports  into  Colombia  for  the  year  1907  aggregated 
$12,488,563  and  the  exports  $13,791,443,  making  the  aggregate  com- 
merce $26,281,006.  In  the  preceding  year,  1906,  the  imports  were  of 
the  value  of  $14,438,725  and  the  exports  $9,103,610,  making  a  total 
of  $23,542,335.  The  exports  were  considerably  greater  in  1907  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  while  the  imports  were  much  less.  Consul 
Manning  in  his  report  states  that  the  estimates  are  that  the  exports  of 
1908  will  exceed  those  of  1907  because  of  the  general  prospects  of  in- 
creased crops.  Special  Agent  Pepper  reported  that  the  United  States 
takes  about  50  per  cent  or  the  exports  or  Colombia  and  supplies  about 
25  per  cent  of  the  imports,  though  the  United  States  tooK  the  first 
place  in  furnishing  imports  and  in  taking  exports.  Coffee  is  the  chief 
article  of  export  and  the  crop  is  reported  to  have  been  a  good  one  this 

{'^ear,  while  exchange  became  steady  at  the  end  of  May,  which  led  to 
arger  exports.  Before  Colombia  was  distracted  by  revolutions  and 
civil  wars  it  had  a  foreign  commerce  of  $30,000,000.  Under  the 
present  stable  and  progressive  administration  it  is  rapidly  reaching 
that  point  again  ana  is  expected  soon  to  pass  far  beyond  that  figure. 

LACK   OF  TBANSPORTATION   FACILITIES. 

The  great  need  of  the  country  is  transportation.  There  is  no 
American  line  of  steamers  running  to  Colombia,  and  the  exterior  com- 
merce is  all  carried  on  in  foreign  ships.  Owing  to  the  much  better 
transportation  facilities  to  Europe  the  United  States  is  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  its  trade  with  Colombia.  When  the  coast  States  of 
Colombia  are  reached  the  real  difficulty  begins.  The  time  from  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  to  the  Caribbean  ports  of  Colombia  is  from, 
seven  to  nine  days,  the  distance  from  New  York  being  1,900  miles. 
Bogota,  the  capital  of  Colombia,  is  only  200  miles  from  tne  west  coast, 
yet  twelve  to  fourteen  days  are  required  to  reach  it  by  the  quickest 
modes  of  travel  from  the  Caribbean  Sea,  the  usual  route,  a  distance  of 
700  miles.  Freight  is  delivered  in  from  two  to  six  weeks  and  the 
charges  are  from  four  to  seven  times  the  ocean  rates.    Other  interior 
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points  pay  proportionately  to  Bogota.  Great  efforts  are  being  made  to 
improve  the  transportation  facilities  and  several  short  railroads  are 
under  construction,  which  when  completed  will  greatly  aid  the  com- 
merce of  the  country.  The  railway  from  Buenaventura  to  CaU  in  the 
Cauca  River  valley,  which  is  under  constniction,  will  be  of  great 
advantage. 

About  56  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  exports  pass  from  the  port  of 
Barranquilla,  yet  ships  can  not  reach  within  18  miles  of  that  city.  In 
the  interior  the  transportation  routes  are  those  by  water,  and  by  mules 
over  the  mountains,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  pack  carefully  and  in 
comparatively  small  bundles  all  goods  for  interior  points.  As  duties 
are  imposed  on  the  weight,  light  and  strong  pactdng  is  advisable. 
One-third  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  country  are  said  to  be 
engaged  in  some  form  of  transportation.  About  80  per  cent  of  the 
country's  foreign  commerce  passes  through  Barranquilla  and  Carta- 
gena. On  the  Pacific  coast  there  are  the  ports  of  Buenaventura  and 
Tumaco  in  the  department  of  Cauca,  which  borders  on  the  ocean  for 
hundreds  of  miles.  Those  ports  are  separated  from  central  Colombia 
by  a  veiT  high  mountain  range,  which  is  traversed  by  mules.  This 
gives  a  rair  idea  of  the  difficulties  of  reaching  the  interior  of  the 
country  and  the  great  need  for  railroads. 

DRAWBACKS  OP  A  FLUCTUATING  CURRENCY. 

One  of  the  great  drawbacks  to  trade  is  the  large  issue  of  paper  cur- 
rency and  its  fluctuating  value.  In  the  early  part  of  the  current  year 
the  value  of  this  currency  fell  in  a  few  weeks  m  the  ratio  of  from  $5 
(or  pesos)  to  12  cents,  and  dealers  had  to  accept  the  value  of  12  cents 
for  everv  $5  (or  pesos)  due  them.  As  the  result  there  were  heavy 
losses  which  naturally  curtailed  trade.  Credit  was  reduced  to  four 
months  from  a  year.  Gold  payments  are  required  to  a  certain  extent 
but  the  value  is  in  paper  money.  There  is  said  to  be  about  a  billion 
dollars  in  paper  monev  which  has  a  value  of  about  $10,000,000  in 
gold.  This  is  declarea  to  be  insufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  country, 
particularlv  as  a  lai^e  part  of  that  sum  is  held  in  the  banks  or  is 
traveling  about  the  country  on  mule  back.  The  currency  requirements 
of  a  country  like  Colombia,  where  the  credit  system  is  undeveloped 
and  communications  are  very  slow,  are  comparatively  large.  The 
Government  is  doing  eyerytning  possible  to  put  the  currency  on  a 
better  basis  and  the  issue  of  Colombian  gold  currency  is  under 
consideration. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  article  of  export,  and  prices  were  low  in 
1907.  Hides  and  skms  are  exported  to  a  large  extent,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment formerly  held  a  monopoly  of  that  business;  but  in  March  of 
this  year  the  monopoly  was  abolished,  and  now  the  Government 
charges  a  small  fee  for  the  right  to  kill  beeves  for  general  sale.  Ivory 
nuts  are  another  article  of  export  the  exploitation  of  which  was 
limitedj  but  now  there  is  an  export  duty  of  $2  per  ton  and  free  exploi- 
tation is  allowed  in  the  Atrato  River  basin  and  in  the  River  Leon 
basin  and  in  the  region  adjoining  the  Gulf  of  Ureda.  Another  step 
taken  by  the  Government  this  year  to  favor  exportation  was  the 
abolishment  of  the  fluvial  tax  on  articles  of  national  production  in 
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process  of  exportation  and  on  imports  in  lots  of  a  ton  or  more  of 
machinery  and  materials  of  iron,  steel,  copper,  zinc,  or  lead  used  in 
national  mdustries. 

BOUNTIES   PAID — REDUCING  TAXES. 

Cotton  is  raised  to  some  extent,  and  a  bounty  is  paid  on  the  export 
of  cotton,  and  also  on  that  of  coffee  and  tobacco.  Another  step 
taken  by  the  Government  this  year  was  the  reduction  of  the  tax  on 
tobacco  for  consumption  from  15  cents  per  kilo  to  11  cents  during 
November  and  December,  after  which  tne  tax  will  be  10  cents  per 
kilo  President  Reyes  is  doing  everything  possible  to  encourage  the 
exportation  of  bananas  and  other  marketable  products,  such  as 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar  cane,  and  the  exploitation  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  country,  which  are  considerable.  Many  new  niines 
have  been  opened  and  inducements  are  offered  to  those  capitalists 
who  care  to  engage  in  mining  experiments.  Petroleum  and  coal  are 
found  in  the  country,  thougn  they  have  not  yet  been  marketed  to 
any  considerable  extent.  Rubber  grows  well  in  the  interior,  but, 
owing  to  a  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  it  is  marketed  to  only  a 
limited  extent.  Mahogany  and  cattle  are  exported  and  cotton  to  a 
limited  extent,  but  the  production  of  these  articles  can  be  greatly 
increased.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  cotton  growth 
and  the  cultivation  of  bananas  is  enlarging.  It  was  expected  that 
2,500,000  bunches  of  bananas  would  be  exported  this  year.  Panama 
hats  are  the  only  manufactured  article  exported  from  Colombia. 

The  consul  at  Cartagena  says  that  imports  shrank  in  1907,  though 
four  times  as  much  coal  was  imported  at  that  port  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  but  much  less  came  from  the  United  States,  and  the  same  was 
true  of  cottons  and  rice.  The  United  States  took  one-third  of  the 
exports  from  that  port,  and  in  weight  took  7,404,329  kilos  out  of 
9,986,511  kilos  exported.  The  declared  exports  from  Cartagena  to 
the  United  States  m  1907  were  of  the  value  of  $2,816,935.  as  compared 
with  $1,593,454  in  1906  and  $1,081,697  m  1905. 

IMPORTS  OF  FLOUK,   ETC.,   LESSENED  BY  THE  INCREASED  TARIFF. 

The  United  States  furnishes  some  of  the  paper  that  is  used  in 
Colombia,  though  "sized"  stationery  and  other  writing  material  is 
imported  from  Germany^prepared  with  special  reference  to  the 
moist  and  torrid  heat.  Wall  paper  is  also  supplied  by  Germany. 
In  breadstuffs  Colombia  does  not  feed  herself,  although  in  the  plateaus 
and  valleys  excellent  wheat  is  grown,  but  the  difficulties  of  transpor- 
tation from  the  interior  districts  make  the  United  States  the  natural 
source  of  supply  of  wheat  flour  for  the  entire  coast  districts.  At  a 
very  moderate  duty  flour  from  the  United  States  can  be  delivered  at 
Cartagena,  Barranquilla,  and  the  Magdalena  River  points  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  brought  across  the  mountains  from  the  savannas  of 
Bogota.  After  the  mcrease  of  70  per  cent  over  the  then  existing 
tariff  rate  that  went  into  effect  in  1905  the  flour  shipments  dropped 
materially,  but  it  is  simply  a  case  of  decreased  consumption,  for  the 

eople  along  the  Caribbean  Sea  have  not  been  able  to  buy  flour,  and 

•read  has  become  a  luxury  to  them. 
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American  packing-house  products  also  suffered  from  this  increase 
in  the  tariff,  and  though  lard  is  still  imported,  the  consumption  is 
much  less  than  in  former  years.  Both  American  and  EnglisR  hams 
are  imported,  but  not  in  large  quantities.  There  is  considerable 
importation  of  olive  oil  from  France  and  of  tinned  butter  from 
Europe.  Colombia  is  a  good,  though  somewhat  limited,  market  for 
leather  goods.  Some  saddles  of  a  well-known  American  make  are 
established  in  the  favor  of  the  wealthy  classes,  but  most  of  the  sad- 
dles and  accouterments  are  of  domestic  manufacture.  The  saddle- 
tree in  almost  universal  use  is  of  a  well-known  French  make.  AlU- 
gator  skins  are  exported  for  tanning  and  then  reimported.  About 
40,000  alligators  are  killed  yearly  by  the  holder  of  the  privilege,  and 
nearly  all  the  skins  are  exported.  In  regard  to  shoes,  a  good  shoe 
can  be  obtained  at  Cartagena  or  Barranquilla  for  $3.25  to  $3.50  at 
retaU.  The  middle  and  wealthier  classes  show  a  marked  preference 
for  American  shoes.  The  women  usually  prefer  the  French  high- 
heeled  shoe  to  its  American  counterpart,  but  this  is  because  of  the 
prevalence  of  French  fashions. 

TEXTILE    IMPORTS    VARIED — DRILLS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

With  respect  to  textiles,  which  classed  together  form  the  largest 
single  item  of  the  imports,  the  wide  variety  of  the  climate,  owmg  to 
the  elevated  land  cultivated,  calls  for  different  classes  of  gooas.  While 
there  are  heavy  importations  of  cottons  and  woolen  mixtures  for  the 
torrid  zone,  the  plateaus,  which  are  the  most  densely  populated,  have 
a  cold  as  well  as  a  hot  temperature,  and  there  is  a  rainy  season  which 
calls  for  comfortable  clothmg.  Fur  coats  are  worn  by  many  of  the 
men  in  Bogota  during  the  aitemoon  and  always  after  the  sun  goes 
down,  while  a  woman's  garments  are  also  of  a  material  suitable  to 
these  changes  in  the  temperature. 

As  to  cotton  goods,  England  has  captured  much  of  the  trade  for- 
merly held  by  the  United  States.  The  British  minister  in  his  report 
for  1907  states  that  a  large  quantity  of  gray  drills  is  imported  from 
the  United  States  in  pieces  of  40  yards,  weighing  about  12  pounds. 
He  says  that  is  one  or  the  principal  imports  from  the  United  States 
and  is  not  successfully  imitated  so  far  b^r  any  other  country.  Bleached 
cottons  come  principally  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  soft  finish 
being  preferred.  Prints  are  imported  from  both  the  United  States 
and  the  United  Bongdom^  and  the  orders  for  the  United  States  in  1907 
increased,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  British  minister 
states  that  low  qualities,  Ught  weights,  and  cheap  prices  are  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  bulk  of  printed  goods  imported  oy  Antioquia  from 
Manchester.  The  United  States  sends  a  medium  quality  that  is 
strong  and  wears  well.  An  ItaUan  drill,  manta  ItaUana,  is  sold  to  a 
large  extent,  which  resembles  woolen  cloth  in  pattern,  and  of  which 
there  is  a  German  imitation  that  finds  a  limited  market.  Woolen 
cloths  come  from  Germany.  The  Germans  allow  a  commission  of  2  J 
per  cent  on  woolen  goods,  while  the  British  merchants  allow  only  IJ 
per  cent  on  both  cottons  and  woolens,  according  to  the  British  min- 
ister, and  then  the  profits  are  small  at  that  figure.  Shirts  are  imported 
ready-made. 
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MACHINERY,  BOOTS   AND   SHOES,  BEER,  AND   OTHER  ARTICLES 

IMPORTED. 

Agricultural  machinery  comes  principally  from  the  United  States, 
and  mining  machinery  usually  from  Great  Britain,  according  to  the 
British  minister.  As  much  of  this  has  to  be  carried  on  mule  back, 
Ughtness  is  an  object.  Locomotives  and  railroad  materials  are  largely 
imported  from  the  United  States,  though  most  of  the  railroad  compa- 
nies are  British.  Hardware  comes  from  the  United  States,  though 
some  cheap  forms  are  brought  from  Germany.  The  protective  tanff 
of  Colombia  has  established  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  but  imports 
are  still  made  from  the  United  States.  Although  there  are  breweries, 
the  beer  consumed  is  largely  imported.  In  six  months  126,849  kilos 
of  beer  were  imported  at  Cartagena,  of  which  the  United  States 
suppUed  35,789  kilos. 

t  ranee  supplies  the  bulk  of  the  wines,  though  they  are  said  in  good 

Eart  to  be  poor  in  quaUty.  There  is  an  opemng  for  California  wmes. 
omparatively  Uttle  whisky  is  consumed.  Rum  is  a  government 
monopoly,  and  the  prices  of  it  are  high.  Cigars  and  cigarettes  are 
made  in  Colombia,  though  some  are  imported  from  the  United  States. 
There  is  a  cotton  mill  at  Cartagena  protected  by  34  per  cent  duty 
in  gold  per  kilo  on  cotton  fabrics,  and  two  other  factories  in  the  inte- 
rior, but  493,825  kilos  (kilo  =  2i  pounds)  of  cotton  cloths  were 
imported  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1907.  The  United  States  fur- 
nished 185,425  kilos.  Great  Britain  263,952  kilos,  Italy  25,383  kilos, 
Germany  9,061  kilos,  Spain  ,6,633  kiles,  and  France  3,371.  The 
United  States  is  far  behind  in  supplying  toys  and  articles  of  that  kind. 
House  trimmings,  such  as  doors,  etc.,  could  be  sold,  according  to 
reports  of  consuls,  if  proper  efforts  were  made  in  that  direction. 
There  is  an  alcohol  monopoly  which  has  caused  economic  troubles  and 
injured  individual  cane  growers. 

A  government  tariff  commission  is  now  at  work  revising  the  tariff, 
and  as  the  result  of  its  work  is  uncertain  it  affects  importations.  Com- 
mercial travelers  are  said  to  be  necessary  in  Colomoia,  as  merchants 
prefer  to  deal  with  them,  but  in  cases  where  it  is  found  impracticable 
to  send  such  travelers  resident  agents  are  recommended  by  consuls. 

BONING   BESOUBOES. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 
Mr.  Henry  E.  Granger,  who  has  made  a  study  of  the  mining  and  other 
resources  of  Colombia,  stated: 

Goal  is  found  nearly  everywhere,  lignite  on  the  coasts,  and  coking  and  steam  coal 
in  the  interior.  Iron  ores  occur  at  many  points,  and  are  utilized  commercially  at 
Amaga  in  Antioquia  and  on  the  savannas  of  Bogota.  Veins  of  copper  ore  are  encoun- 
tered in  Antioquia,  Cauca,  Tolima,  Boyaca,  and  Cundinamarca.  Many  of  these 
deposits  are  of  high  grade,  but  owing  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities  tliey  are  as 
yet  unworked,  except  in  rare  and  insignificant  instances.  Emeralds  occur  in  the 
mountains  of  Boyaca,  and  the  famous  Muzo  mine  makes  Colombia  the  leading  pro- 
ducer of  this  precious  stone.  This  mine  is  government  property,  and  the  working  is 
now  being  so  systematized  as  greatly  to  increase  the  yield.     . 

Springs  where  petroleum  oozes  out  are  of  frequent  occurrence.  The  oil  has  an 
asphalt  base,  and  m  general  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Beaumont  field.  Rock  salt  occurs 
in  enormous  masses  near  Bogota  at  Zipaquira,  and  in  the  hUls  bordering  on  the  Ubia 
River.  With  the  extension  of  the  railroads  to  the  east  of  the  capital  it  is  possible  that 
Colombia  may  enter  the  nitrate  market  as  a  rival  of  Chile.    At  a  high  cost  of  trans- 
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portaUon  large  shipments  are  being  made  from  Santander  of  a  high-grade  asphalt  of  a 
quality  used  for  japanning  and  lacquering. 

Mr.  Granger  said  that  silver  and  lead  ores  occur  in  Antioquia, 
Tolima,  and  the  Cauca,  and  that  the  platinum  output  of  Colombia 
is  second  only  to  that  of  Russia.  But  ne  said  that  'Hhere  is  nothing 
in  Colombia  to-dav  to  attract  a  poor  miner  who  expects  to  make  an 
oxmce  a  day  witn  a  rocker  and  pan.'*  The  construction  of  the 
Colombia  Central  Railroad,  the  only  standard-ga^e  road  in  Colom- 
bia, is  to  be  continued  with  American  capital.  The  northern  termi- 
nal is  in  Colombia  Bay,  Gulf  of  Uraba,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Atrato.  In  the  near  future  this  railroad  will  afford  facilities  for 
sending  machinery  and  dredge  hulls  to  the  Choco  much  cheap^er  than 
at  present  and  with  no  risk.  Development  of  the  quartz-mining  belt 
depends  solely  on  transportation.  The  construction  of  the  Colombia 
Central  Railway  will  provide  direct  transportation  to  the  coast 
through  the  very  heart  of  the  belt.  The  agricultural  resources  of 
Colombia  are  as  varied  as  can  be  conceived.     Mr.  Granger  said: 

The  coasts  and  hot  regions  produce  com,  sugar  cane,  sea-island  cotton,  rubber, 
cacao,  bananas,  fibers,  and  all  the  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables,  while  the  mountains 
and  higher  plateaus  yield  co£fee,  app^*  peaches,  potatoes,  wheat,  barley,  and  all  the 
products  of  the  temperate  zone.  Tne  whole  country  is  suitable  for  stock  raising,  the 
pastures  in  large  sections  remaining  green  the  year  round.  With  a  little  care  and 
attention  mining  operations  can  be  conducted  practically  everywhere  below  tie 
frost  line  without  the  use  of  a  can  opener. 


CARTAGENA. 

By  Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning. 

Noteworthy  in  the  trade  of  Cartagena  for  1907  is  the  increase  in 
the  exportation  of  coffee,  tobacco,  and  ivory  nuts,  and  the  decreased 
imports  of  food  stuffs,  drugs,  and  medicines.  The  excessive  imports 
of  1906,  and  a  shortage  of  purchasing  power,  accentuated  by  the 
locust  scoui^e,  short  production  of  exportable  products  and  lack  of 
employment  for  the  laboring  classes,  resulted  in  a  shrinkage  in  the 
imports  of  1907.  Two  sugar  mills,  one  near  Cartagena  the  other  at 
Cerete  in  the  Sina  Vallev,  which  are  in  the  course  of  construction, 
will  partially  relieve  the  labor  situation. 
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IMPORTS. 


In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  weight  in  kilograms 
(kilo  ■"2.2  pounds)  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  at  Cartagena 
in  1907  and  the  amounts  imported  from  the  United  States: 


Arttoles. 


Apparel 

Bags,  and  Jute  bagging. . . . 

Beans 

Bees 

Blacking,  shoe 

Books 

Candles 

Canned  goods 

Cement 

Cigarettes 

Clocks 

Coal 

Codfish 

Combs 

Copper: 

Bars 

Sheets 

Ware 

Crockery 

Dental  supplies 

Drugs  ana  medicines 

Emoroldery 

Enameled  ware 

Fruits: 

Apples 

Other 

Foods,  prepared 

Furniture 

Gasoline 

Glass: 

Tubes 

Window 

other  manufactures  of. 

Guns  and  parts 

Implements  and  tools 

Ink 

Iron  and  steel: 

Boilers  and  tubes 

Corrugated  roofing 

Machinery 

Nails 

RaUs 

Wire  fencing 

Other  manufactures. . . 

Unmanufactured 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Lead. 

Hatches 

Mirrors 

Motors,  electric 

Motors,  kerosene 


Total 
Imports. 


Xiloi. 

68,070 

156,457 

12,718 

349,404 

2,601 

14,917 

15,938 

76,466 

1,133,596 

2,160 

1,282 

8,181,729 

2,387 

4,369 

202 

4,835 

441 

22,566 

1,641 

443,554 

3,129 

76,624 

7,684 

7,406 

93,095 

38,444 

10,628 

6,418 
7,809 


2,390 
83,600 
9,135 

74,802 

450,005 

248,380 

314,652 

1,013,267 

692,908 

537,120 

256,143 

11,909 

33,458 

72,323 

7,193 

1,182 

3,602 


From 
United 
States. 


EOot, 

6,366 

15,466 

12,718 

79,103 

2,519 

1,508 

206 

20,364 

109,455 

386 

1,061 

62,000 

2,387 

1,562 


166 

14 

683 

1,641 

121,980 

33 

260 

7,684 
7,191 
32,504' 
14,290 
3,376  I 

6,418  1 
601  ; 

5,398 

667 

19,012 

3,634  I 

16,938 

270,102 

203,109 

181,469 

244,723 

608,781 

250,660 

41,545 

9,011 

78 

3,993 

1,806 

1,182 

3,602 


Articles. 


Oakum 

Oil: 

Citron 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Machine 

Olive 

Paint 

Paper: 

Printing 

Sand 

Wall 

Wrapping 

Writing 

Other 

Pepper 

Perfumes 

Pitch  andjesin.... 

Pottery 

Powder 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Crackers,  soda. 

Meat  products. 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Other 

RJoe 

Rope 

Sewing  machines. . 

Soap 

Soda: 

Caostio 

sulcata 

Spices 

Stationery..., 

Sugar 

Talcum  powder. . . 

Tar 

TexUles: 

Cotton 

Linen 

SUk 

Wool 

Various 

Tobacco 

Varnish 

Vegetables 

Wagons,  railway. . 
Wheelbarrows,  etc 
Wine 


Total 
Imports. 


JHtot. 
6,874 

2,035 

928,225 

30,484 

37,252 

8,333 
74,000 

26,148 
1,101 
6,113 

52,176 

45.854 
4,263 

16,534 

3,262 

124,426 

42,046 
139,066 

10,641 

15,096 

130,502 

8,010 

106,012 

4,317 

2,407,904 

46,664 

87,062 

16,918 

21,088 
250,682 

21,788 

4,243 

140,296 

30,888 

14,637 

934 

16,866 

83,220 

65,786 

6,934 


191,627 
41,727 
124,268 


From 
United 
SUtes. 


Knot, 
6,090 

1,790 


20,960 
22,771 
3,589 
34,806 

14,600 

337 

307 

1,050 

6,866 

48 

9,000 

1,921 

123,750 

5,455 

5,601 

2,674 

12,467 

111,617 

3,106 
90,967 

2,914 

133,884 

18,136 

80,870 

13,625 

4,187 
19,383 

8,432 

737 

35,640 

30,888 

13,918 

320,677 
2,174 


2,670 
63,732 
6,708 
6,290 
76,627 
34,634 


The  imports  of  coal  in  1907  were  more  than  four  times  as  great  as 
in  the  previous  year,  though  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
decreased  from  1,917,480  kilos  in  1906  to  62,000  in  1907.  In  cotton 
goods  imports  from  the  United  States  suffered  another  severe  loss, 
decreasing  from  726,875  kilos  in  1906  to  320,577  in  the  last  year. 
Again  in  1906  the  United  States  sold  561,920  kilos  of  rice  in  Cartagena, 
while  in  1907  the  sales  amoimted  to  only  133,884  kilos. 
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EXPORTS. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  Cartagena  in  1907 
by  articles,  in  kilos,  with  the  amount  exported  to  the  United  States: 


Artldfls. 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


To 
United 
States. 


Arttdes. 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


To 
United 
States. 


Asphaltmn. 

Balsam 

Bones 

Coffee 

Coooanuts... 

Copper 

Coooa........ 

Cottonseed.. 
Divl-dlvl.... 

Fustic 

Fiber,  hemp. 

mdes 

Horns 


XUot, 
142,443 
29,785 
57,850 
9,966,511 
726,990 
11,526 
119, 100 
34,685 


XOoa. 
360 
11,833 


7,404,329 

520,830 

834 

64,453 


386,685 
26,283 

438,341 
65,706 


5,324 


3,806 


Hats 

Ivory  nuts... 

Plants 

Raicilla 

Rubber 

Skins 

Tobaooo , 

Tortoise  sbeU 

Timber 

SarmpariUa... 
Various 

Total.., 


XUot, 

"n.P58 

4,  i22,  ,i56 

•IS,  612 

lis. 040 

253,932 

30,790 

8,980,811 

0,740 

i;w,:ii4 

S.AVS 

1.(17'.'   '(16 


jniot. 

6,224 
440,772 
46,205 
65,449 
86,560 
39,563 


5,003 

2,076 

280,826 


22,460,028 


8,993,048 


In  the  following  table  are  given  the  weights  in  kilograms  of  the 
four  principal  articles  of  export  from  Cartagena  for  1906  and  1907, 
together  with  the  countries  to  which  the  products  were  exported: 


Articles  and  country. 

1900. 

1907. 

Coflte: 

United  States 

lOiot. 

4,432,603 

31,344 

740,711 

783,511 

9,695 

Kttot, 
7,404,822 

68  479 
1,119,290 
1,346,662 

47,749 

Fnmoe 

Gflrmanj 

United  IClngdom 

father  oonntri«?  t 

Total 

5,997,864 

9,966,511 

Ivory  nuts: 

United  States 

7,528 

501,438 

1,802,574 

440,772 

506,589 

3,422,964 

531081 

Prance 

QermBJij , 

TTnit4Kl  f^lngdom ., 

Total 

2,461,540 

4,422,356 

Rubber: 

United  States 

86,390 
33,943 
40,751 
72,787 

86,569 
43,750 
36,352 
77  360 
9,901 

FraQoe 

QprmmY. ,.,,,.              

United  fCingdom..,  ,.,,.,,              -.  

Other  oo»mtries 

Total 

233,880 

253,932 

Tobacco:  (lermany 

1,713,660 

3,980,811 

Following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  declared  exports  from 
Cartagena  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906, 
and  1907: 


Articles. 


Balsam 

Coooa 

Coooanuts.. 

Coffee 

Cedar  and  mahog- 
any 


any. 
Oold.- 


Hats. 

Hides.. 

Ipecac. 


1005. 


8058 

151 

1,448 

601,703 

34,523 

31,388 

12,243 

172,927 


1906. 


82, 2U 

1,031 

906 

580,855 

71,838 
537,876 
16,300 
84,566 
44,103 


1907. 


12,156 

9,525 

16,014 

1,140.936 

72,752 
1,060,573 
125,999  I 
49,996  i 
53,420  I 


Articles. 


Ivory  nuts... 

Mineral 

Orchids 

Platinum 

Rubber 

Skins 

SUver 

other  articles 

Total.. 


1905. 


8214 
18,817 
1,212 
80,266 
02,213 
10,379 
6,380 
7,876 


1,081,697 


1906.   I   1907. 


81,506 
25,322 

3,979 
79,485 
117,400 
11,583 

1,879 
12,025 


1,593,454 


831,520 
10,044 
2,085 
93,539 
121,798 
15,435 
6,259 
4,884 


2,816,935 
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BARRANQUIIiLA. 

By  GoNSXTL  Chablbs  G.  Ebbbhabdt. 

Barranquilla  is  the  chief  commercial  port  of  Colombia  and  handles 
about  56  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  republic.  It 
may  surprise  those  not  famihar  with  this  part  of  Colombia  to  learn 
that  though  so  important  a  commercial  center  and  located  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Magdalena  River,  the  main  waterway  of  the  repubUc, 
Barranquilla  can  not  be  approached  by  the  hundreds  of  ocean-^oin^ 
vessels  which  annually  carry  her  imports  and  exports.  Because  <3 
the  existence  of  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  remove 
which  would  require  an  estimated  outlay  of  $2,000,000,  such  vessels 
cannot  enter,  and  the  nearest  ocean  harI>or  at  all  serviceable  for  large 
vessels  is  at  Puerto  Colombia,  some  18  miles  distant,  and  even  there 
it  has  been  necessary  to  construct  an  iron  pier  extending  nearly  a 
mile  into  the  ocean,  where  vessels  discharge  and  receive  wieir  cargo 
which  is  conveyed  the  intervening  distance  to  and  from  Barranouilia 
by  rail.  This  is  the  only  railroad  connection  the  city  enjoys.  [Pho- 
tographic prints  showing  transportation  facilities  at  Puerto  Colombia 
and  Barranquilla  accompanied  this  report  and  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau 
of  Manufactures.] 

OCEAN  TRAFFIC. 

While  a  number  of  nationalities  are  represented  by  the  ships  carry- 
ing this  cargo,  there  are  no  American  vessels  so  engaged,  and  more 
than  three-K)urths  of  the  entire  traffic  of  the  port  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Hamburg-American  (German)  and  Royal  Mail  (British)  lines, 
which,  besides  handling  most  of  the  cai^o  between  Colombia  and 
Europe,  have  practically  a  monopoly  of  the  United  States  trade. 
An  agreement  nas  been  entered  into  between  these  two  companies 
by  which  no  cutting  of  rates  is  indulged  in,  the  traffic  is  distributed 
as  evenly  as  possible,  and  hauling  rates  are  fixed  so  as  to  return  a 
good  maran  of  profits. 

The  following,  taken  from  the  books  of  the  Barranquilla  Pier  and 
Railway  Company,  is  a  complete  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels 
engaged  in  transporting  import  and  export  cargo  of  the  port  for  the 
year  1907,  showmg  also  the  flags  under  which  they  sailed  and  the 
amount  of  cargo,  in  kilos  (kilo  =  2.2  pounds),  carried  by  each: 


Flag. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Vessels. 

CaiKO. 

Vessels. 

Cargo. 

Qennan 

80 
90 
84 
60 
13 
11 

KUot. 
21,988,228 
9,704,236 
2,862,183 
4,480,278 
2,068,601 

987,223 

82 
77 
34 
13 
11 
11 
1 
1 

10,130,823 

British       

9,029,540 

French 

1,213,556 

Colombian ... 

247,748 

Spanish 

132,086 

Italian              

258,813 

Norwegian 

210,848 

nutch 

1 

165,206 

15,780 

Total       ..                     

298 

42,264,054 

230 

81,188,647 

RIVER   TRAFFIC. 


Almost  all  of  the  exports  referred  to  above  found  their  way  to  Bar- 
ranquilla from  the  interior  by  way  of  the  Magdalena  River,  and  a  lar^e 
proportion  of  the  imports  was  shipped  from  Barranquilla  over  the 
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same  waterway  for  inland  points.  To  handle  this  traffic  a  con- 
siderable river  fleet  is  necessary,  which  is  made  up  principaUv  of 
stem- wheel  steamboats  of  similar  design  to  those  iised  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River.  Aside  from  a  weeklv  boat  which  pHes  between  Barran- 
quilla  and  the  neighboring  town  or  Santa  Marta,  and  the  innumera- 
ble small  river  craft  in  which  v^etables,  fruits,  fish,  poultry,  etc., 
are  brought  to  this  city,  the  river  traffic  of  Barranquilla  is  controlled 
by  two  companies,  under  concessions  from  the  Colombian  Govern- 
ment. The  most  important  of  these  companies,  the  Empresa  de 
Navigacion,  operates  21  stem-wheel  steamers,  of  4,307  registered 
tonnage,  19  Ughters,  of  842  tons,  and  16  barges,  of  595  tons.  The 
other  company,  the  Pineda  Lopez  &  Co.,  operates  15  stem- wheel 
steamers,  of  2,894  total  tonnage,  with  enough  lighters  and  baiges  for 
its  business. 

The  small  river  craft  used  for  bringing  to  the  local  market  fresh 
vegetables,  fruits,  fish,  poultry,  etc.,  are  owned  and  operated  largely 
by  the  poorer  classes,  who  gain  a  livelihood  in  this  manner.  The 
craft  is  usually  a  huffe,  barge-Uke  canoe,  equipped  with  crude  though 
serviceable  sails  of  the  owner's  own  device  ana  make. 

IMPORTS. 

The  only  record  obtainable  from  the  custom-house  as  to  countries 
of  origin  or  destination  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  vear  1907  is 
that  relative  to  the  weight  of  imports.  The  estimates  or  imports  for 
1906  were  given  in  dollars,  hence  no  comparison  is  practicable.  The 
following  statement  gives  the  total  imports  in  pounds,  by  articles 
and  for  the  four  leading  countries  of  origin. 


Arttokt. 


Arms  and  ammuDitton 

Breadstufls: 

Barley— 

Ingrain 

Pearl 

Cracken  and  blacultB . . . 

Com 

Flour,  wheat 

Oatmeal 

Wheat 

Coal 

Cdlulold  goods 

Drugs,  chemicals,  medicines. 

Electrical  supplies 

Earthenware  and  porcelain. 

Explosives 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  crsrstal 

Horn,  bone,  etc 

niumlnuits: 

Candles 

Matches 

Paraffin 

Stearin 

Iron  and  steel: 

Axes 

Bridge  material 

Buckets 

Buckles 

Cable 

Chains 

Cutlery 

Enameled  goods 

Furniture 

Hammers 

Hhiges 

Ketfics 

Kitchen  utensils 


United 
States. 

Pounds, 
7,846 

00,670 

3,688 

06,534 

50,062 

2,641,068 

U,858 

2,668,215 

101,033 

1,266 

1,043,376 

106,444 

62,771 

58,360 

50,315 

150,004 

248 

6,431 
82,410 
20,315 
66,350 

20,521 

108,011 

2,152 

174 

0,231 

7,065 

110 

205,062 

115,720 

5,011 

7,148 

847 

174 

France. 

Pounds. 
3,170 

Germany. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Pounds. 

3,717 

176,071 
1,010 
10,632 

Pounds, 
1,562 

052 
18,000 

0,335 
87,140 

22 
62 
282 

1,806 

3,068 

509 

1,016,015 

629 

447,420 

12,028 

151,080 

78,595 

18,335 

30,503 

3,062 

10,841 

460 

63,383 

71834 

4,766 

4,004 

156,567 

6,265 

31,807 

2,300 

24,703 

213,204 

10,154 

4,775 
5;881 

16,740 
430,130 
357,884 
335,485 

32.106 

8,210 

383,156 

17,641 

438 
63,270 
24,050 
130,435 

13,280 

2,574 

781 

5,867 

10,812 

1,815 

11,802 

404,365 

0,502 

1,708 

15,451 

60,046 

40,206 

4,334 
10,803 
4,728 
2,303 
13,419 
7,356 
51,595 
3,900 
8,640 
73,022 
11,423 

3,322 

1,826 
1,338 
3,100 
12,546 
768 

2,i32 

Total 
imports. 


Pounds, 
20,067 


258,668 

15,804 

224,286 

60,172 

2,641,146 

16,874 

2,660,006 

1,207,048 

23,138 

3,004,767 

605,716 

578,026 

171,381 

140,778 

845,820 

46,570 

25,664 
362,744 
112,862 
345,241 

48,562 

201,485 

7,267 

20,166 

24,771 

12,990 

26,768 

610,012 

189,560 

11,600 

32,007 

143.815 

52.937 
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Articles. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Germany. 


United 


Total 
imports. 


Iron  and  steel— Continued. 

Lamps 

Locks 

Machettes 

Machinery 

Motors 

Nails 

Needles 

Pipe 

Pnnting  presses 

Pumps 

Roofing,  conugated . . . . 

Sadirons 

Safes 

Saws 

Scales 

Staples 

Stoves 

Scissors 

Screws  and  nuts 

Springs 

Scythes 

Tinware 

Tools- 
Agricultural 


Mining... 
JlotiEer. 


Allc 

Valves 

Wire,  barbed 

Other  metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lead 

Nickel 

SUver 

Tin 

Zinc 

Various 

Liquors: 

Beer 

Brandy 

Whisky 

Wines 

Leather,  and  manufiictures  of: 

Unenameled 

Boots  and  shoes 

Harness 

Saddles 

Musical  instruments 

Oils  and  fats: 

Kerosene 

AU  other 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Canned  goods 

Cheese 

Hams 

Lard 

Meats,  canned 

Milk,  condensed 

Rice 

Rubber,  manufactures  of 

Sewing  machines 

Soaps  and  perfumes 

Spices  and  condiments 

Stone  and  pottery  ware 

Textiles,  manufoctures  of: 

Agave,  reed,  and  straw 

Bristle  and  hair 

Cotton 

Hemp 

Linen 

Silk 

Wool 

Watches 

Miscellaneous: 

Lanterns 

Mills- 
Cocoa 

Coflee 

Com 

Seeds 

Tar,  mineral 


Powids. 

8,783 

3,874 

32,086 

1,233,982 

7,723 

604,670 

227 

816,256 

6,906 

12,462 

222,416 

33,199 

6,644 

477 

20,046 

287,839 

6,037 

2,807 

17,619 

638 

2,528 

8,649 

62,019 
6,758 

38,301 

6,823 

2,251,378 

98,462 

1,431 

848 

1,090 

14,049 

666 

12,166 

18,468 

2,616 

17,962 

30,927 
12,453 
6,380 
1,820 
48,335 

33,473 
433,688 
304,077 
183,462 

3,902 
16,883 


7,997 

616,155 

619 

4,209 

49,208 

14,390 

291,040 

39,671 

211,705 

155,640 

107,193 

2,298 

1,178,238 

98,200 

404 

775 

3,386 

3,878 

16,182 

1,283 
6,112 
1,924 
7,571 
27,819 


Pounds, 

669 

914 

1,629 

77,619 

3,190 

62,243 

167 

11,979 

1,246 

1,732 

1,432 

346 


2,668 


3,256 

119 

4,806 

1,688 


3,744 

16,898 

996,627 

14,803 


2,730 

16,816 

73 

188 

439 

8,027 

4,468 

6,937 
160,321 

2,153 
638,630 

17,458 

34,610 

4,000 

1,476 

21,347 


16,832 
799,110 
35,266 

1,493 
33,832 
6,244 


6,340 
4,768 


25,175 
6,666 
89,167 

62,119 

2,930 

607,580 

286,595 

6,458 

60,206 

337,188 

3,931 


12 


465 
434 


Foundi. 

8,831 

14,892 

148,602 

140,249 


630,784 
745 
18,617 
4,802 
1,723 
38,036 
6,701 


1,170 

3,914 

826 

6,661 

7,477 

10,428 

793 

136 

17,660 

64,008 

3,650 

31,067 

374 

274.426 

66»763 
2,684 

16,614 
1,876 

17,646 
9,880 

897,563 

29,926 

1,773 

110,347 

19,667 
840 


46,664 


100,377 

1,086,711 

104,999 

19,286 
16,730 


2,714 

162 

306 

250 

6,171,141 

6,778 

10,767 

20,956 

338,342 

1,952,661 

81,063 


459,207 

162,466 

1,657 

8,674 

182,151 

6,967 


366 


Poundt. 

8,073 

4,461 

42,461 

499,772 


71,778 


167,241 


3,066 

1,306,410 

63,786 

3,880 

3,063 

16,370 

1,448 

306 

103 

0,334 

161 


6,040 

338,865 
23,370 

306,118 

686 

40,242 

170,763 


78 
4,622 
0,145 
2,608 

085,000 
60,468 
6,806 
22,041 

28,048 

1,256 

2,063 

436 

8,633 


160,014 
78,121 
106,721 

8,128 

46,881 

1,881 

3,803 


4,316 


71,613 
8,043 
7,208 
12,230 
40,024 
124,387 

216,188 

604 

6,424,236 

886,332 

8,052 

1,604 

220,074 


56 

U2 


477 
4,381 


Pwmds. 

26,666 

4,181 

234,667 

2,U0,076 

10,018 

1,376,016 

1,326 

1,023,660 

13,770 

18,714 

1,668,336 

05,006 

10,334 

6.600 

43,100 

360,113 

14,160 

10,506 

48,363 

8,060 

2,663 

86,807 

360,678 
1,033,305 

276,456 

6,838 

2,641,776 

864,234 
4,088 
16,780 
7,678 
47,673 
17,286 

1,861,668 

368,348 

13,847 

8,860,958 

103,888 
65,028 
18,862 
8,781 

140,685 

38,473 

830,219 

2,400,114 

443,124 

29,670 

119,912 

16,834 

14,707 

616,807 

6,357 

4,460 

7,348,148 

30,071 

300,481 

101,416 

643,061 

2,700,848 

400,144 

12,776 

0,330,771 

1,454,286 

18,552 

64,005 

802,606 

13,860 

16,406 

1,888 
6,666 
1,984 
8,783 
8^684 
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The  total  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year,  regardless  of  countries 
of  origin,  was  $8,114,180,  on  which  duties  to  the  value  of  $4,499,589, 
or  55  per  cent,  were  levied.  As  compared  with  the  year  1906  an 
increase  of  $1,327,175  is  shown,  the  articles  in  which  the  most 
notable  increases  anoear  beinsr  in  provisions  and  other  necessities  of 
life  ■ 

£XPOBTS — ^LARQB  DECLINE. 

In  the  following  table  are  siven  the  articles  of  exports  from  Barran- 
quilla,  with  their  weights  and  values,  during  the  year  1907: 


Articles. 


bait 

Beans 

Birds,  dissected 

Books,  printed 

Bricks 

BuliioD,  gold  and  silyer. 

Candles,  stearin 

Carmiae 

Cattle 

Cigars 

Clotiiing,  ready-made... 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Copper,  old 

Cotton,  raw 

DivWUvl 

Dye  wood 

Emeralds 

Fiber,  yegetable 

Odd  dost 

Gold  and  platinom 

Hair,  horse 

HaU 


QuanUty. 

Value. 

Pound*. 

15,863 

11,474 

387,416 

10,141 

72,444 

11,798 

24,889 

808 

092 

2,215 

8,575 

2,000 

2,265,762 

28,415 

12,216 
1,568 

11,  sn 

1,806,864 

260 

3,847 

al,376 

26,037 

3,476 

900 

488 

810 

11,834 

2,217 

38,823,068 

2,970,185 

81,968 

4,586 

496,263 

48,865 

2,822,158 

50,207 

999,805 

8,129 

490 

41,194 

78,822 

10,748 

1,253 

242,537 

17 

2,856  ' 

8,279 

1,055 

54,826 

242,980 

Articles. 

QuanUty. 

Pounds. 

969 

4,917,722 

108,394 

10,096 

3,739,102 

354 

2,267,503 

788 

9 

163,044 

1,091 

7,315 

389,176 

7,370 

1,748,274 

284,042 
114,232 
29,102 
19,881 
6,871,755 
100,301 

Value. 

Heron  feathers 

13,750 

Hides 

675,415 

4.174 

4,420 

Ivory  nuts 

82,363 

Medlctees 

400 

Minerals 

56,287 

Nuts 

240 

Pl&tiniirn  „ 

2,996 

Plants 

25,306 

430 

Qnlllji 

11,311 

Rubber 

193,595 

Hum 

2,400 

Seed,  cotton 

23, 6n 

suns: 

AUigator 

26,378 

Goat 

40,815 

Starch 

845 

Straw,  for  hats 

2,190 

402,614 

All  other  articles 

11,222 

Total 

66,911,319 

6,509,418 

a  Head 


As  compared  with  1906  there  was  a  decline  in  the  total  exports  for 
1907  of  $2,643,636;  in  coffee  alone  there  was  a  decline  of  $1,403,707. 
During  the  same  time  there  wasanincreaseof  $111,211  in  the  export 
of  tobacco  and  $40,957  in  ivory  nuts. 

Summing  up  the  entire  foreign  trade  for  the  year  and  comparing  it 
with  that  of  1906,  we  find  that  while  the  imports  increased  by  the* 
amoimt  of  $1,327,175,  this  increase  is  more  than  offset  by  a  decrease 
in  exports  of  $2,643,636  and  the  entire  trade  of  the  year  is  $1,316,510 
less  tnan  that  of  1906,  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Year. 


1906. 
1907. 


Imports. 


16,787,055 
8,114,180 


Exports. 


19,243,054 
6,599,418 


TotaL 


116,030,109 
14,713,509 
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From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  trade  in  general  in  Colombia 
for  the  year  1907  was  not  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  nor  did  it 
come  up  to  the  hopes  expressed  and  results  confidently  expected 
from  the  outlook  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  chief  reason  for 
this  seems  to  have  been  the  gener^  state  of  business  depression  in 
foreign  markets,  which  was  reflected  here,  though  a  poor  coflfee  crop, 
one  of  Colombia's  chief  articles  of  export,  as  wefl  as  other  short  crops 
caused  by  drouth  and  locusts,  also  contributed  largely  toward  bringing 
about  such  conditions.  That  the  United  States  occupies  the  first 
place  of  all  countries,  both  as  to  imports  (with  33.37  per  cent  of  the 
gross  weight)  and  exports  (approximately  64  per  cent,  declared 
values  according  to  export  returns),  is  due  lai^ely  to  the  fact  that,  in 
the  matter  of  imports,  such  articles  as  were  not  prime  necessities  and 
which  came  largely  from  Europe  were  dispensed  with  in  a  great 
measure,  while  such  articles  as  wheat,  flour,  petroleum,  etc.,  the 
greater  part  of  which  came  from  the  United  States,  were  imported  in 
greatly  mcreased  quantities.  For  instance,  2,112,521  pounds  more 
of  wheat  were  imported  in  1907  than  in  1906,  also  942,732  pounds 
more  of  flour  and  1,468,118  pounds  more  of  petroleum. 

EXPORTS  TO  UNCTED  STATES. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  declared  exports  from 
Barranquilla  to  the  United  States  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Asphalt 

Balsam 

Books 

Bullion,  not  defined 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Copper,  old 

Divl-divl 

Emeralds 

Feathers,  heron. 

Gold,  bars,  dust,  bullion.. 

Hair,  horse 

Hats 

Hides 

Ipecacuanha. 

.  Ivory  nuts 

Mineral  ore 

Paints 

Platinum 

Rubber 

Silver,  bullion 

Sisal 

Skins: 

Alligator 

Goat 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods . 


Orand  total.. 


1005. 


$637 
8,742 


128,278 

1,408 

1,412,905 

154 

1,664 

10,003 

3,046 

728,616 

62 

128,654 

605,882 


507 
5,020 
4,063 


40,823 

5,454 

657 

22,127 
23,055 
13,053 
11,256 


4,156,075 
1,581 


4,158,556 


1006. 


$1,016 
8,582 


3,279,640 
842 


1,126 

575,385 

186 

212,670 

435,856 

3,726 

2,201 

467 

8,846 


76,142 

5,472 

980 

14,883 
30,260 
11,577 
2,768 


4,673,542 
846 


4,674,888 


1007. 


$3,470 

6,138 

2,020 

701 


2,653,001 
1,406 


533,260 

1,271 

234,154 

562,284 

4,460 

901 

24,012 

3,707 

587 

87,454 

1,22$ 

$04 

25,660 
47,342 
4,401 
0,205 


4,200,070 
8,772 


4,212,812 
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NEW  BAILBOAB  PBOJBGTED. 

As  far  as  this  consular  district  is  concerned,  the  territory  adjacent 
to  Santa  Marta  seems  to  be  the  best  adapted  to  agriculture  and  most 
suitable  for  those  desiring  to  engage  in  that  line,  and  the  Government, 
desiring  to  induce  further  immi^ation  into  those  regions,  is  endeavor- 
ing to  have  the  Santa  Marta  Railroad  extended  to  Teneriffe,  a  point  on 
the  Magdalena  River,  and  surveys  are  now  being  made  with  that  end 
in  view  by  a  company  of  English  engineers.  The  transportation 
problem  is  the  most  serious  one  to  be  met  and  overcome,  not  only  in 
the  agricultural  and  mining  regions  of  this  district,  but  throughout  all 
Colombia.  A  number  of  Americans  have  mining  interests  in  the 
interior,  and  some  increased  activity  is  noted  along  these  lines.  The 
unsatisfactory  business  conditions  that  have  existed  for  months  past 
are  said  to  be  improving;  nevertheless,  if  the  opinions  of  many  of  the 
leading  business  men  count  for  anything,  the  year  1908  gives  little 
promise  of  showing  an  increase  of  trade  over  1907.  ^ 

Colombia  can  hardly  be  said  to  possess  any  great  industrial  cities  or 
districts,  and  Barranquilla,  from  her  location  and  the  relation  she 
bears  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  is  a  commercial  rather  than  an  indus- 
trial city.  She  has  a  verv  good  s^rstem  of  general  stores,  lar^e  import 
and  ex|>ort  houses,  and  the  following  manmacturing  industries:  Flour 
mill,  brick  plant,  breweiy,  ice  plant,  soap  and  candle  works,  planing 
mill,  and  cotton-goods  factory.  Nevertneless,  she  could  hardly  be 
called  a  manufacturing  center,  and  will  probably  continue  for  years  to 
come  as  a  commercial  city  and  shipping  point  for.  the  imports  and 
exports  of  the  Republic,  so  rich  in  natural  resources. 


SANTA  MARTA  AGENCY. 
By  Consular  Aobnt  William  A.  Trout. 

The  district  adjacent  to  Santa  Marta,  dependent  almost  entirely 
upon  agricultural  products,  chiefly  bananas  and  coffee,  seems  to  have 
been  less  seriously  affected  by  tne  business  depression  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1907  than  other  parts  of  Colombia.  The  banana  crop 
m  particular  was  excellent,  and  tne  exports  of  that  product  during  the 
year  show  a  very  gratifying  increase  over  1906,  botn  as  to  the  number 
of  bunches  and  their  value,  as  the  following  statement  shows: 


Ffaatdoarter... 
Seoona  qnartor. 
Third  qaarter.. 
Fomth  quarter, 

Total.... 


1906. 


Number  of 
bunches. 


964,008 
460,175 
353,717 
203,531 


1,461,221 


Value. 


Se2,345 
175,329 
135.307 
94,761 


498,142 


1907. 


Number  of 
bunches. 


376,740 
389,014 
508,979 
463,313 


1,938,046 


Value. 


SL33,388 
243,916 
173,211 
159,050 


709,573 
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The  total  value  of  exports  from  Santa  Marta  in  1907  amounted  to 
$749,272.  The  value  of  the  banana  exports  makes  up  almost  the 
entire  amount,  leaving  only  $39,698  as  the  value  of  all  other  articles 
exported.  The  number  of  bunches  of  bananas  exported  during  1907 
fell  but  little  short  of  2,000,000,  and  prospects  at  the  beginning  of 
1908  seemed  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  a  still  larger  crop  this 
year,  but  the  locust  pest  has  wrought  great  damage  to  the  growing 
crop,  and  it  now  seems  doubtful  if  the  year  will  show  a  total  of  more 
than  1,500,000  bunches. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Following  are  the  declared  exports  from  Santa  Marta  to  the  United 
States  for  1907: 


Articles. 


Alligator  pears. 
Alligator  skins. 

Bananas 

Birds 

Cocoa 

Cocoanuts 

Coffee 


Value. 


S120 

6,468 

709,573 

95 

18»733 

552 

6,910 


Articles. 


Coins 

Copper,  old 

Fruits 

Bides,  cow 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Value. 


S150 

3,608 

15 

3,708 


749,271 
358 


While  banana  culture  is  the  chief  industry  of  this  r^on,  and  the 
acreage  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  that  crop  is  steaduv  increasing, 
a  few  practical  coffee  growers  realizing  the  great  natural  advantages 
for  the  successful  cultivation  of  that  article  are  devoting  their  entire 
time  and  efforts  toward  this  industry,  and  this  year's  crop,  which  is 
now  assured,  promises  to  be  the  biggest  and  best  ever  gathered  in 
this  vicinity.  The  largest  individual  coffee  producer  nere  is  an 
American,  who  will  this  year  harvest  a  crop  from  260,000  young 
trees,  which  he  estimates  will  produce  from  2,000  to  2,400  bags  of 
125  pounds  each,  salable  at  about  $10  per  bag.  This  crop,  though 
shipped  via  New  York,  is  marketed  almost  entirely  in  Europe,  where 
higner  prices  prevail  than  in  the  United  States.  The  better  grades 
of  Colombian  coffee  from  all  districts  are  consumed  in  European 
markets,  it  being  asserted  that  Europeans  appreciate  good  coffee 
and  are  willing  to  pay  a  better  price  for  it  than  Americans,  who  seem 
content  with  an  inferior  grade. 


BEVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  VENEZUELA. 

By  Consul  E.  H.  Plumacher,  Maracaibo. 

The  trade  of  Venezuela  continues  unsatisfactory  as  a  result  of  the 
idleness  of  many  plantations  that  should  help  to  swell  the  amount  of 
exports.  On  account  of  this  underproduction  and  lack  of  employ- 
ment for  labor  the  people  have  not  the  means  to  purchase  many 
necessities  and  luxuries,  and  thus  the  imports  are  also  restricted. 

The  commercial  products  exchanged  between  this  country  and  the 
United  States  are  carried  chiefly  by  American  steamers  plying 
between  New  York  City,  Porto  Rico,  Coiracao,  and  Venezuelan  ports. 
These  steamers  also  aflford  acceptable  passenger  accommodations. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  imports  and  exports  from 
and  to  various  countries  for  the  fiscal  years  1905-6  and  1906-7: 


Country. 


United  States 

Austria-Hungary.. 

Belgium 

Cuba 

Ecuador .• 

France 

Germany 

Italy...: 

Netherlands 

Panama 


united  Kingdom. 
Other  countries. . . 


Total. 


1006^. 


Imports.       Exports. 


$2,621,996 

7,126 

21,785 

4,017 

1,042 

628,689 

1,708,613 

186,413 

607,308 

266 

416,363 

2,683,495 


8,676,903 


861,916 
21,916 
16,281 

731,628 


967,823 
831,996 

68,301 

282,662 

7,882 

666,324 

264,433 

20,496 


16,629,640 


1906-7. 


Imports.       Exports. 


12,634,644 

1,321 

14,983 

17,788 

570 

68,985 

1,977,607 

317,946 

921,104 

1,448 

327,807 

3,780,970 

90 


9,974,163 


$5,753,782 

98,790 

1  168 

1,010' 203 


3,030,826 

066,328 

73,728 

1,858,063 

11,179 

644,617 

1,353,673 

34»578 


16,636,834 


PUERTO  CABEIiLiO. 

By  Consul  James  W.  Johnson. 

The  trade  through  the  port  of  Puerto  Cabello  for  the  year  1907 
shows  a  marked  f^HnR  on  from  that  of  1906.  This  is  due  in  some 
degree  to  the  partial  railure  of  the  cofiFee  crop;  but  there  are  other 
and  more  far-reaching  causes,  which  are  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a  steady  decrease  in  the  volume  of  trade  for  the  past 
three  years.  The  value  of  exports  through  this  port  for  1907  was 
almost  a  million  dollars  less  than  for  1906,  and  there  was  also  a 
decrease  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  value  of  imports. 
There  is  a  general  business  depression,  and  merchants  express  Kttle 
hope  of  better  conditions.  It  should,  however,  be  stated  that  the 
great  falling  ofiF  in  the  value  of  exports  was  due  mainly  to  the  shrink- 
age of  the  cattle  trade  between  this  port  and  Cuba;  tms  trade  in  1906 
amounted  to  almost  $1,250,000,  but  in  1907  dropped  to  less  than 
$500,000.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  imports  is  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  severity  of  economic  conditions  throughout  the  entire  country. 

The  followmg  table  gives  the  value  of  exports,  by  articles,  for  1907 
at  Puerto  CabeUo: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals:  Cattle 

$480,301 

661 

282,074  1 

1,794,904 

2  776 

3,967 

9,807 

3,968 

4,920 

167,370 

1 

T/eather,  sole . . 

$49,174 

Caoatchoac 

Skins:    ' 

Deer 

Cocoa 

16,663 

CofEee 

Goat 

101, 116 

Tobacco 

9,101 

Coina 

Woods 

3,622 

Cottonseed 

All  other  articles 

29,860 

Diyi-divi 

Total 

Fiber,  coouisa 

2,960,164 

Hides 
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Following  is  a  comp^ratiTe  statement  giving  the  value  of  imports 
at  Puerto  Cabello  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Country. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  States '. 

$428,146 
444,308 
271,606 
116,838 
67,308 
100,397 
45,920 
286 

1622,648 
535,346 
300,907 
16,549 
140,133 
94,438 
46,246 
700. 

United  Kingdom 

592,567 

Gcnnany 

264,975 

France 

4,222 

Netheriands 

102,803 

Spain 

93,867 

Ifaly 

48,751 

Other  countries 

1,151 

Total 

1,474,809 

1,656,968 

1,380,880 

DECLINE  OP  IMPORTS   FROM   UNITED   STATES. 

From  the  table  of  imports  it  may  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  was  far  from  satisfactory  during  the  past  year;  and 
yet  it  was  not  quite  so  bad  as  the  figures  seem  to  indicate.  The  ap- 
parent increase  of  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  small  decrease 
m  the  trade  of  GTerman^  may  be  accoimted  for  by  the  fact  that  goods 
from  France  and  Belgium  are  shipp^  to  Venezuela  almost  entirely 
under  Ei^lish  invoices,  and  articles  from  Switzerland  are  imported 
through  Germany.  However,  the  United  States  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  loss  of  trade,  the  decline  as  compared  with  1906  being  in  flour 
$36,000,  lard  $28,000,  butter  $20,000,  and  kerosene  $13,000.  The 
shortage  in  the  sales  of  flour  and  lard  may  be  partially  accoimted  for 
by  the  facts  that  in  La  Guaira  there  is  at  present  a  flour  mill  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  that  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  the  duty  on 
compound  lards  was  increased  from  25  centimos  per  kilogram  (4.8 
cents  per  2.2  pounds)  to  75  centimos  per  kilogram  (14.46  cents  per  2.2 
pounds}. 

The  Tollowing  table  gives  the  principal  articles  imported  at  Puerto 
Cabello  and  Tucacas  from  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1906-7: 


Artidra. 


Agricultural  Implements 

Breadstuffs:  Flour 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Fishing  lines 

Hides 

Lumber,  pine 

Soda  crackers 

Cotton-seed  oil 

Kerosene  oU 


Value. 


f2,074 
49.363 
29,348 
14,777 
2,567 
5,421 

5,219 
2,991 
24,816 


ArUdflS. 


Perfumery... 

Provisions: 
Butter..., 
Hams..... 
Lard 

Rope. 

Rosin 

Wire,  barbed 

Total..., 


Value 


$3,802 

9,143 
7,716 
4,800 
16,436 
9,446 
7,376 


203,344 


Although  imports  from  the  United  States  showed  such  marked  de- 
crease, Venezuelan  exports  to  the  United  States  were  $139,792  greater 
than  in  1 906 ;  in  other  words,  the  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Venezuela 
amounted  to  $555,043.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  in  1907  took  three  times  the  quantity  of  cocoa  and  coffee 
that  it  took  in  1906;  and  that  may  be  largely  accoimted  for  by  the 
fact  that  while  France  in  1906  took  1,442,727  poimds  of  cocoa  and 
14,914,258  poundf  of  coffee,  in  1907  she  took  only  1,266,749  pounds 
of  the  former,  and  6,168,350  pounds  of  the  latter. 
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The  foUowinj?  table  gires  the  declared  exports  of  Puerto  Cabello 
to  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  years  1906,  1906,  and  1907: 


ArtideB. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cocoa 

$18,242 

123,343 

2,198 

347,660 

162,919 

11,073 

168,222 

2,361 

166,671 

8,688 

474,136 

112,673 

19,768 

141,418 

4,323 

Coooanats 

Coffee 

139,280 
216,769 

9,999 

141,894 

2,621 

Hides 

Skins: 

Deer 

Qoat 

All  other  articles 

Total 

627,795 

687,775 

827,667 

MARACAXBO. 

By  Consul  E.  H.  Plumacher. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Maracaibo  for  the  calendar  year  1907  amoimted 
to  $6,149,863,  of  which  $1,944,370  was  imports  and  $4,205,493  exports. 
These  figures  indicate  a  shrinkage  of  one-fourth  of  the  exports  and 
probably  a  larger  proportion  of  the  imports  as  compared  with  1906. 
Money  is  scarce,  duties  are  high,  and  imports  are  restricted  to  the 
immediate  demands  of  trade.  Tne  principal  article  of  import  is  cot- 
ton goods,  which  amounts  to  $810,838,  nearly  half  the  value  of  all 
imports,  while  the  chief  article  of  export  is  coffee,  which  amoimts  to 
$3,656,669,  leaving  only  $548,823  for  all  other  exports  from  Maracaibo. 

The  following  statement,  compiled  by  the  local  chamber  of  com- 
merce, shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  by  articles  at  the  port 
of  Maracaibo  during  1907: 


Imports. 

1907. 

Exports. 

1907. 

Beer,  wine,  etc 

$83,960 
8,738 
66,322 

103,170 

810,838 
63,268 
44,826 

180,830 
24,942 
92,060 
29,913 

446,603 

Cocoa 

$65,855 

RnttAT  Ann  lard .                         

Ck)ffee 

8,666.600 

CftniMM)  And  cotiKTved  goods 

Cotton,  raw 

518 

Confectionerr. .        .    "  -           

DIvi-dlvi 

55,598 

Cotton  goods 

Fruits 

5,461 
111,960 
49,331 

Flour                                          

Hides  and  skins 

Grain 

Iron  and  steel                                 

Rub^r 

20,813 

Kerosene. 

Sugar 

44,532 

Medictnffl  and  chnmicals 

Woods 

105,534 

Woolen  and  sUksoods 

Wool 

m 

All  other  articles 

AU  other  articles 

88,556 

Total 

Total 

1,944,370 

4,205,493 

The  United  States  is  by  far  the  heaviest  purchaser  of  exports  from 
Maracaibo^  but  England  leads  in  furnishing  imports  with  $643,338, 
Germany  is  second  with  $598,145,  and  the  United  States  third  with 
$539,747. 

INDUSTEIES   AWAFTING  DEVELOPMENT. 

In  former  yeM«  asphalt  was  exported  from  this  port  in  large  quan- 
tities, but  owing  to  high  export  duties  exports  have  diminished  to  the 
vanishing  point.  There  are  rich  asphalt  beds  awaiting  development, 
and  some  hope  is  entertained  that  work  may  be  resumed  in  this  indus- 
try.   There  is  an  almost  exhaustless  supply  of  boxwood  timber  in  the 
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forests  of  Venezuela  awaiting  the  demands  of  the  market.  The  cocoa 
of  this  consular  district  is  known  abroad  as  a  superior  article,  and  yet 
a  number  of  fine  plantations  are  Iving  idle  for  want  of  capital  to  meet 
the  expense  of  cultivation.  Within  this  district  are  also  millions  of 
acres  of  the  finest  cotton-growing  land,  with  a  climate  as  good  as  that 
of  the  cotton  districts  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  United  States. 
Samples  of  cotton  produced  here  show  that  the  fiber  is  long  and  fine. 

'Hie  export  of  woods  from  this  district  is  very  small  when  the  vast 
resources  of  the  forests  are  taken  into  account.  Large  tracts  of  fine 
timber  are  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  and  offer  excellent 
opportunities  for  investment.  Numerous  sugar  plantations  are  idle 
and  for  sale  at  about  20  per  cent  of  their  former  value.  The  climatic 
conditions  for  rubber  and  sisal  are  excellent,  as  experiments  have 
shown,  but  owing  to  lack  of  home  capital  little  developing  along  these 
lines  is  undertaken. 

The  consulate  has  aided  many  American  firms  in  forming  business 
connections  in  this  part  of  Venezuela,  and  it  is  suggested  that  houses 
doing  business  here  Keep  in  touch  with  the  consular  officer  as  a  means 
of  imorming  themselves  in  reference  to  the  commercial  standing  of 
firms  who  have  obtained  credit. 

The  wide  divergence  indicated  between  the  declared  exports  and  the 
total  exports  from  Maracaibo  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  the  fact 
that  the  latter,  although  published  by  thQ  Government,  were  compiled 
by  the  Maracaibo  Chamoer  of  Commerce,  and  probably  reduced  to 
gold  on  a  different  basis  from  that  employed  by  this  consular  office. 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  value  of  declared 
exports  from  Maracaioo  to  the  United  States  for  1906,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Asphalt 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Copaiba 

Fish  bladder.... 
Hides  and  skins. 
Mangrove  bark. 

Rubber. 

Sugar , 

Wood: 

Boxwood . . . 

Ebony , 

Fustic 

other 

Wool 

Another 

Total 


1905. 
125,797 

1906. 

$583 

66,198 

4,910,994 

24,315 

6,963 

^   236,300 

6,579 

213 

1,805 

7,343 
319 

1907. 

53,145 

3,432,364 

21,060 

18,492 

243,279 

8,310 

223 

32,360 

5,410 

222 

10,322 

165.086 
4,436,834 
53,357 
15,292 
182,829 
9,120 
10,220 
15,906 

7,143 

1,206 

23,165 

1,633 
2,552 
5,756 

404- 

1,828 
3,231 

6.801 
2,927 
12,513 

3,860,926  I    4,267,076 


4,791,798 
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BEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  BBITISH  GUIANA. 

By  Consul  Selah  Mebrill,  Georgetown. 

The  foreign  trade  of  British  Guiana  for  the  last  three  years  was  as 
follows: 


1906. 


1900. 


1907. 


Imports. 
Exports. 


17,880,437 
9,567,029 


T6tal I  16,937,460 


17,978,687 
9,673,093 


17,651,680 


$8,116,862 
8,846,917 


16,962,779 


The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907  showed  an  increase  of 
only  $42,000  over  1906,  while  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
increased  over  $350,000.  The  trade  of  the  colony  with  these  two 
countries  during  the  past  three  years,  according  to  the  colonial  gov- 
ernment statistics,  was  as  follows: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports.^ 

TTnlted 
States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

United 
States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

1905 

•2,128,704 
2,268,474 
2,300,530 

13,775,220 
4,127,780 
4,424,085 

$2,626,017 
1,571,568 
1,991,220 

$3,652,929 
4,136,476 
3,850,386 

1906 

1907 

o  The  valae  of  exports  of  rum,  sugar,  and  molasses  as  determined  by  the  Government  are  merely  average 
figaros  as  obtained  from  the  planters'  association  of  the  colony,  and  are  not  accurate,  and  therefore  do  not 
agree  with  the  value  declared  before  the  United  States  consul. 

Of  the  receipts  of  flour  in  1907  the  United  States  furnished  163,497 
barrels,  valued  at  $671,570,  and  Canada  12,877  barrels.  The  imports 
of  bread,  biscuits,  and  crackers  were  as  follows,  in  pounds:  From 
Canada  16,000,  United  Kmgdom  64,000,  and  the  United  States 
281,000.  The  largest  amount  sent  from  the  United  States  in  any 
one  year  was  460,000  pounds  in  1905. 

SOME   OF  THE   TRADE   DETAILS. 

During  1907  the  United  States  furnished  149,000  pounds  of  hams, 
against  180,000  pounds  in  1906,  wliile  the  United  Kingdom  supplied, 
in  1907,  47,000  pounds.  Of  the  imports  of  butter  last  year  Canada 
supplied  38,535  pounds,  the  United  States  43,153  pounds,  worth 
$8,594,  and  the  United  Kingdom  178,149  pounds.  In  regard  to  the 
imports  of  boots  and  shoes  the  United  States  supplied  $37,217  worth 
and  the  United  Kingdom  $84,924. 

During  the  past  year  the  imports  of  textiles  from  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $120,337  and  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  $771,263. 

The  receipts  of  oats  into  the  colony  from  the  United  Kingdom 
amounted  to  400,000  pounds,  against  465,000  pounds  in  1906.  Canada 
supplied  1,410,451  pounds  and  the  United  States  2,940^576  pounds  in 
1907,  against  2,091,720  and  2,329,088  pounds,  respectively,  in  1902. 
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The  iijiports  of  lumber  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
3,164,391  teet,  valued  at  $113,367,  while  in  1904  the  amount  waa 
4,889,836  feet.    Canada  sent  900,000  feet  last  year. 

The  following  articles,  with  their  values,  were  imported  almost 
exclusively  from  the  United  States  in  1907:  Corned  oeef,  $86,242; 
lard,  308,583  pounds,  $32,907;  oleomargarine,  $9,434;  pork,  $203,835; 
com,  $7,467;  meal,  $16,928;  petroleum,  $95,617;  staves,  $85,618; 
and  leaf  tobacco,  $48,790. 

MINERAL  PRODUCTION — RUM,  RUBBER,  AND  RICE  EXPORTS. 

Diamond  mining  as  an  industry  did  not  flourish  last  year.  The 
amount  produced  is  decreasing,  falling  from  10,949  carats  in  1903  to 
4,112  carats  in  1907.  Of  the  production  in  1907  only  800  carats  went 
to  the  United  States.  The  production  of  gold  has  steadily  fallen  off 
during^  the  past  fourteen  years.  Placer  mining  is  practically  at 
an  end.  Some  quartz  mining  was  attempted  and  recently  a  small 
amount  of  mining  machinery  was  introduced  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  promoters  are  hopeful  of  success.  From  all  accounts  there 
appears  to  be  in  the  hills  of  the  interior  considerable  gold-bearing 
rock.  Capitalists  might,  with  suitable  machinery,  open  up  these  un- 
known sources  of  we^th.  But  the  colonists  can  not  do  this,  as  there 
is  not  local  capital  sufficient  to  make  the  attempt. 

The  production  of  rum  is  a  source  of  large  revenue  to  the  colony. 
Canada  ta|^es  a  small  amount  of  rum  but  the  bulk  of  it  goes  to 
Great  Britain.  In  1907  the  exports  amounted  to  3,146,440  gallons, 
against  3,351,092  gallons  in  1906  and  2,420,766  gallons  in  1905. 
Tlie  export  of  balata,  a  coarse  kind  of  rubber,  has  doubled  within 
the  past  three  years.  Of  the  entire  product  the  United  States  takes 
nearly  one-half.  The  colonists  are  sanguine  that  the  production  of 
rubber  will,  in  a  very  few  years,  become  a  very  important  industry. 
Large  tracts  of  land  have  been  taken  up  on  long  lease  for  the  purpose 
of  starting  rubber  plantations.  The  ground  is  beinff  put  into  condi- 
tion and  40,000  plants  have  been  sold  by  the  local  government  to 
planters  for  stocking  their  lands. 

Some  of  the  colomsts  are  taking  up  the  cultivation  of  the  cocoanut 
with  energy,  and  they  have  received  a  great  deal  of  encouragement. 
In  1907  the  number  exported  was  553,825,  against  52,228  in  1906. 
These  go  mostly  to  the  United  States. 

The  efforts  of  those  who  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  rice  are  being  rewarded  far  beyond  expectation.  The 
climate,  soil,  and  other  conditions  existing  here  furnish  reasons  for 
British  Guiana  becoming  a  large  rice-producing  country.  In  1907 
some  3,000  acres  were  added  to  the  area  under  cultivation  in  1906. 
A  small  amount  of  rice  is  still  imported  from  India,  as  some  people 
prefer  that  kind,  but  the  importation  from  that  source  is  being 
rapidly  reduced.  As  yet  a  large  proportion  of  the  rice  produced 
here  is  consumed  in  the  colony,  but  an  annually  increasing  amount 
finds  a  ready  market  in  the  West  Indies. 

SUGAR  THE  CHIEF  PRODUCT  OF  THE  COLONY. 

Sugar  is  the  chief  product  of  the  colony,  and  upward  of  100,000  tons 

are  exported  annually.    The  chief  question  connected  with  the  sugar 

dustry  is  to  find  a  market  for  what  the  colony  has  to  sell.    About 
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twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago  sugar  raising  received  a  severe  check 
by  the  closing  of  certain  markets.  Consequently  some  plantations 
were  abandoned;  two  or  more  plantations  were  consolidated  imder 
one  management;  others  continued  to  be  carried  on  without  or  with 
little  profit.  At  present  there  are  a  fair  number  of  paying  plantations, 
but  tne  question  of  a  good  market  is  not  yet  securely  settled,  while  the 
beet-sugar  competition  in  some  countries  is  doing  harm  to  the  planters 
here.  For  a  few  years  past  Canada  has  been  the  largest  buyer  of  the 
sugar  "produced  in  British  Guiana. 

In  a  tropical  country  where  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  need  no 
fuel,  where  as  little  clothing  as  possible  is  worn,  where  suflScient  food 
grows  of  itself  or  is  produced  with  a  very  small  amount  of  labor,  one 
can  not  expect  to  oi>en  up  a  market  for  goods  manufactured  by  costly 
labor  and  machinery  in  a  cold  northern  cUmate.  Even  if  the  people 
could  be  brought  to  feel  that  they  have  wants  which  only  a  north- 
em  coimtry  can  supply,  they  have  very  little  money,  the  mass  of  them 
bein^  very  poor,  so  that  their  purchases  would  amount  to  only  a  very 
smau  item. 

NATURAL  BESOUBCES — SALES   TO  THE  UNIIED   STATES. 


British  Guiana  with  90,277,  Dutch  Guiana  with  46,060,  and  French 
Guiana  with  31,000  square  miles,  respectively,  have  very  few  indus- 
tries. There  are  numberless  rivers,  streams,  and  waterfaUs;  vast 
forests  not  yet  measured  or  explored;  hills  and  mountains  far  inland, 
in  some  of  which  precious  metals  have  been  found;  immense  tracts  of 
wonderfullv  fertile  land  which  are  as  level  as  a  floor,  and  there  is  a 
long  stretch  of  seacoast.  But  the  exploiting  of  these  re^ons  and  the 
developing  of  their  many  resources  can  not  De  accomplished  at  once. 

With  commendable  enei^y  the  colonists  have,  in  a  very  trying  cli- 
mate and  in  the  face  of  serious  obstacles,  accomphshed  a  great  deal. 
Their  work  is  in  an  experimental  stage.  The^  have  tried  cotton  rais- 
ing and  have  abandoned  it  altogether.  The  raising  of  coffee  for  expor- 
tation has  Ukewise  been  abandoned.  Some  years  ago  sugar  raising 
received  a  staggering  blow  from  which  it  is  recovering. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  through  this  consulate  to  the 
United  States, exclusiveof  retumedgoods,  during  1907  was  $1,492,518, 
against  $3,436,770  in  1906,  and  $3,152,677  in  1905.     The  items  were: 


Articles. 


Balata 

Cocoanats 

Diamonds,  rough 

Gold  and  concentrates. 

Metal,  old 

Molasses , 

Sugar , 

AlTother  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


1905. 


130,803 
1,620 
6,778 

80,370 


3,032,688 
618 


3,182,677 
4,230 


8,166,907 


1906. 


$76,011 


4,247 

196,765 

1,139 

3,601 

3,156,107 


3,436,770 
2,667 


3,439,437 


1907. 


$198,482 

4,904 

1,666 

74,786 

26,283 

2,079 

1,183,388 

1,081 


1,402,518 
2,079 


1,494,607 
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DUTCH  GTJIANA. 

By  Consular  Agent  W.  H.  Bradley,  Paramaribo. 

The  imports  into  the  colony  of  Surinam  (Dutch  Guiana)  during 
1907  were  valued  at  $2,761,441,  against  $2,509,269  in  1906.  The 
imports  by  countries  during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  statement : 


Coontry. 

1906. 

$564,812 

1,497,034 

192,400 

2,133 

90,004 

162,886 

1907. 

$688,060 

1,637,297 

244,872 

4  704 

48,971 

137,528 

Increase 
(+)orde. 
crease  (—). 

United  states 

+$123,257 

Netherlands 

+  140,268 
+    52,472 

Biitlsh  OnJftna 

Barbados 

+      2,671 

United  Kingdom 

—  41,038 

—  25,368 

Othtf  coun&es 

Total 

2,509,260 

2,761,441 

+  252,172 

The  importation  of  shoes  into  the  colony  in  1907  amounted  to 
$28,503,  divided  among  the  following  countries:  United  States, 
$13,579;  Netheriands,  $14,806;  and  the  United  Kingdom,  $118. 

The  articles  of  import  in  which  the  United  States  leads  and  their 
values  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  table: 


Articles. 


Bieadstufls: 

Biscuits,  etc. 

Flour 

Fish 

Lumber 

Oil,  kerosene 


1906. 


$15,108 
155,712 
27,779 


35,046 


1907. 


$15,337 

189,861 

21,848 

17,836 

38,469 


Articles. 


Provisions: 

Beef,  salted 

Hams  and  shoulders. 

Pork,  salted 

Soap 

Tobacco,  raw 


1906. 


$06,926 
10,048 
58,847 
13,248 
9,562 


1907. 


$87,910 
12,824 
60,567 
13,010 
0,770 


The  total  exports  from  Dutch  Guiana  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$2,355,587,  against  $1,937,309  in  1906.  The  leading  articles  and  the 
countries  whither  exported  in  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

Nether- 
lands. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

Deme- 
rara. 

other 
coun- 
tries. 

Balata 

$4,715 

478,709 

40,258 

877 

10 

64 

$234,204 

28,258 

156 

481,244 

818 

4,722 

263 

28,607 

14,608 

2,788 

$113 
1,665 

$34,534 

.; 

$4,648 

Cocoa 

76,471 

Coffee 

Gold 

212 

380 

3 

7,479 

26,427 

88,  n2 
103 

Gum 

Hides 

180 

Rum 

18,478 

277,120 

77 

1,200 

13.734 

Sugar 

475,920 

IW 

Wood  manufactures 

690 
38 

6,781 
61 

All  other  articles 

312 

Total 

1,001,180 

795,568 

36,591 

331,409 

190,839 

COCOA,    COFFEE,    AND   SUGAR. 

The  production  of  cocoa  in  1907  amounted  to  3,575,640  pounds, 
against  3,257,250  poimds  in  1906  and  3,700,021  poimds  in  1905.  The 
disease  known  as  ^'krullotin"  (witch  broom)  is  still  evident  on  many 
estates  and  besides  destrojdng  much  of  the  fruit  on  the  trees  which 
it  has  attacked  it  weakened  many  others  so  that,  with  the  bad  effects 
of  the  very  high-water  conditions  and  long  duration  of  the  rainy  sea- 
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son,  many  of  the  affected  trees  died.  On  the  estates  where  close 
trimming  and  frequent  spraying  were  resorted  to  the  results  were 
satisfactory  and  this  fact,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  the  effect  of  stimu- 
lating other  planters  to  use  the  same  methods.  Coffee  bids  fair  to 
enter  more  extensirely  into  the  exports  from  this  country  on  account 
of  the  attitude  of  the  eovemment  toward  the'  'smallerounds''  planters, 
the  lar^e  majority  ox  whom  are  free  coolies  who  have  finished  the 
terms  (3  their  indenture  but  desired  to  remain  in  preference  to  return- 
ing to  their  native  land.  To  those  people  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment of  the  government  is  givii^  out  thousands  of  plants  of  what  is 
known  here  as  **01d  Surinam  coffee,"  a  kind  of  Arabian  coffee,  prob- 
ably Mocha.  On  several  estates  where  many  cocoa  trees  diea  the 
owners  have  planted  either  this  species  of  coffee  or  else  the  Liberian. 
The  exports  of  coffee  in  1907  amoimted  to  358,520  poimds,  against 
256,229  pounds  in  1906. 

Ine  production  of  sugar  shows  a  loss  as  compared  with  1906,  due 
to  the  very  imf  avorable  weather  experienced  auring  the  early  part 
of  the  year;  the  amount  produced  m  1907  was  26,244,050  pounds, 
and  in  1906,  27,797,880  poimds.  while  the  exports  amounted  to 
22,818,747  and  24,229,634  pounds,  respectively,  for  the  two  years. 

BICE  AND   BANANAS — GOLD  MINING. 

The  cultiu'e  of  rice  has  ^ven  much  satisfaction  and  the  Creoles  and 
British  immigrants  who  nave  finished  their  contracts  are  rapidly 
increasing  the  acreage  planted,  and  several  rice  miUs  have  oeen 
ordered  tor  the  handEng  of  the  product. 

Probably  no  enterprise  has  ever  brought  more  activity  in  the 
agricultural  pursuits  of  Dutch  Guiana  than  the  growing  of  bananas 
for  export.  At  the  end  of  1907,  4,000  acres  were  planted,  but  like  all 
other  cultivations  the  plants  suffered  in  growth  on  account  of  too 
much  water.  Deeper  aitching  would  have  obviated  this  and  saved 
the  planters  the  loss  suffered,  as  the  bananas  will  not  be  marketable 
until  the  season  of  low  prices  has  begun. 

The  value  of  gold  produced  in  the  colony  in  1907  was  $662,637, 
which  was  a  little  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Exploitation 
of  the  gold  fields  has  not  been  accomplished  successfully  by  means  of 
machinery,  and  hand  work  was  embarrassed  considerably  by  excessive 
rains  dunng  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  financial 
crisis,  efforts  to  exploit  by  means  of  dredges  were  delayed. 

One  English  company  completed  a  floatinff  hydraulic  plant  of  an 
Austrahan  type  and  demonstrated  successfully  both  the  value  of  the 
ground  and  its  ability  to  make  the  venture  pay,  but  through  an 
unfortunate  accident  the  work  was  stopped  temporarily. 

TTie  railroad  construction  has  been  very  slow  owing  to  high-water 
conditions,  but  it  is  now  progressing,  and  with  its  completion  farther 
inland,  much  activity  on  the  part  of  many  companies  that  have  been 
holding  back  until  the  railway  is  an  accomplisned  fact  near  to  their 
respective  holding  may  be  expected. 

very  little  has  oeen  done  in  the  planting  of  Hevea  Braziliensis  as 
yet,  but  the  government  is  about  to  plant  an  estate  on  its  own 
account  as  an  enterprise  to  benefit  the  nuances  of  the  colony  as  well 
as  to  encourage  others  in  rubber  cultivation. 
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BRAZIL. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Brazil  for  the  year 
1907  shows  an  increase  of  $35,592,471  in  imports  as  compared  with 
1906,  and  of  $5,430,672  in  exports.  The  imports  increased  22  per  cent 
and  the  exports  2  per  cent,  but  the  exports  included  7,800,000  bags  of 
coffee  purchased  by  a  state  government  and-  deposited  abroad  to 
await  better  prices,  which  have  not  yet  been  realized.  Excluding 
this  coffee,  there  was  no  increase  in  the  exports. 

Brazil  formerly  suffered  much  from  the  fluctuation  in  foreign 
exchange,  but  the  Government  adopted  measures  which  relieved  the 
country  from  that  weight,  though  the  exports  must  exceed  imports  to 
maintain  that  position.  Coffee  and  rubber  formed  nearly  77  per  cent 
of  the  total  exports,  but  the  prices  declined  in  both  cases  in  1907. 
Coffee  formed  52.7  per  cent,  rubber  23.6,  cacao  3.7,  cotton  3.2,  and 
herva  matd  2.9. 

The  United  States  statistics  show  exports  to  Brazil  in  1907  ag- 
gregating $21,002,566,  an  increase  of  ^,455,191  over  1906  and  of 
$8,651,330  over  1905.  The  imports  from  Brazil  in  1907  aggregated 
$85,436,070,  a  decline  of  about  $1,000,000  as  compared  with  1906,  and 
of  about  $5,000,000  as  compared  with  1905.  In  the  eight  months  end- 
ing with  August,  1908,  the  exports  to  Brazil  were  $11,045,575,  a  de- 
cline of  $2,975,711  over  the  corresponding  time  in  1907.  The  imports 
for  the  eight  months  reached  $46,480,684,  a  decline  of  $12,949,649 
from  the  corresponding  time  in  1907. 

Trade  with  Brazil  has  long  been  one-sided.  The  government  of 
that  country  has  given  preferential  rates  to  some  of  the  products 
of  the  United  States,  and  this  has  improved  the  situation  to  some 
extent,  as  shown  by  the  increase  of  35.9  per  cent  in  the  imports  into 
Brazil  from  the  United  States  in  1907,  as  compared  with  30.8  per 
cent  increase  from  Great  Britain,  27.6  per  cent  from  Grermany,  and 
14.5  per  cent  from  France.  The  total  of  the  increase  from  the  United 
States  was  $6,746,468,  as  compared  with  Great  Britain's  increase  of 
$13,901,559,  and  Germany's  $6,537,711.  The  United  States  supplied 
according  to  Brazilian  figures,  $25,139,390  of  the  imports  in  that 
year,  while  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  $59,073,835,  Germany 
$30,221,171,  France  $18,009,320,  and  Argentina  $17,645,245.  But  the 
exports  from  Brazil  to  the  United  States  were  $84,721,265,  and  to 
Germany  $45,084,631,  the  United  Kingdom  $42,077,661,  Franc© 
$35,020,373,  and  Argentina  $8,552,137.  Thus  the  United  States  took 
more  than  twice  as  much  of  Brazil's  exports  as  did  the  United  King- 
dom and  furnished  considerably  less  than  half  as  much  of  the 
Brazilian  imports. 
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Brazil  imported  $9,840,209  worth  of  ooal,  chiefly  from  Great 
Britain,  in  1906,  and  only  $296  worth  from  the  United  States.  In 
1907,  $66,550  worth  of  coal  was  imported  from  the  United  States,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  comitry  should  not  supply  Brazil  with  a 
very  much  larger  part  of  her  imports  of  coal.  In  electrical  apparatus 
Brazil  purchased  $2,357,638  worth,  of  which  the  United  States  sup- 
plied $1,430,065.  Of  flour  $9,508,861  in  value  was  imported,  of  which 
only  $1,937,806  came  from  the  United  States.  In  lumber  and  in 
kerosene  this  country  furnished  a  larger  proportion.  But  it  would 
appear  that  in  flour,  coal,  and  electrical  apparatus  and  similar  articles 
this  country  should  do  much  better. 

Flour  is  imported  into  Brazil  from  Austria  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  in  this  importation  is  shown  the  defect  in -the  transporta- 
tion facilities  from  the  United  States.  For  instance,  7,045,769  kilos 
(kilo=2.2  pounds)  of  flour  were  imported  at  Pernambuco  from  the 
United  States  at  a  cost  of  $80,307  for  freight  and  other  expenses. 
From  Austria  4,423,512  kilos  were  imported  and  the  freight  and 
expenses  amounted  to  only  $39,789.  These  higher  freight  rates  from 
the  United  States  greatly  impede  importations  from  this  country, 
notwithstanding  that  there  is  30  per  cent  preferential  rate  on  flour. 
From  Argentina  there  was  imported  into  Pernambuco  15,292,113 
kilos  of  flour  at  an  expense  of  $77,547,  or  less,  proportionately,  than 
one-half  of  the  expenses  of  bringing  flour  from  the  United  States. 

The  trade  of  Pernambuco  suffered  in  1907  because  the  foreign 
steamship  line  running  to  that  port  from  the  United  States  withdrew. 
Parana  also  complains  of  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities  from 
the  United  States,  and  this  defect,  taken  in  connection  with  the  com- 
bination existing  in  the  foreign  steamship  lines  which  run  to  that 
country,  is  highly  disadvantageous  to  trade  with  this  country.  The 
British  consul-general  in  Brazil  reports  to  his  government  that  "  the 
running  expenses  of  vessels  under  the  Brazilian  flag  are  too  heavy  to 
allow  of  equal  competition  with  foreign  ships,"  and  the  same  remark 
would  apply  to  vessels  under  the  American  flag.  That  consul-general 
states  that  "  the  scarcity  of  return  freight  is  a  feature  of  the  market " 
as  applied  to  British  ships,  but  the  lower  cost  of  operating  them  gives 
them  a  great  advantage. 

Santos  imports  from  the  United  States  only  one-tenth  as  much  as 
it  exports  to  this  country,  and  only  one-half  as  much  as  it  imports 
from  Germany,  one-third  as  much  as  it  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  still  less  as  compared  with  imports  from  Italy,  though 
Italy  takes  only  one-seventeenth  as  much  of  the  exports  as  does  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  countries  do  not  compare  much  more 
favorably.  That  is  an  illustration  of  the  unfortunate  one-sided  trade 
condition  with  Brazil.  The  fact  that  there  are  British  and  other 
banks  representing  foreign  countries  in  Brazil  while  there  are  none 
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representing  the  United  States  is  another  great  disadvantage.  The 
consuls  give  much  valuable  information  which  will,  if  studied,  help 
to  promote  the  trade. 


EEVEEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  BEAZIL. 

By  Consul-general  Geobge  E.  Anderson,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Two  features  are  to  be  noted  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Brazil  for  1907. 
The  first  is  an  immense  increase  in  imports  and  the  other  a  halt  in  Uie 
steady  increase  in  exports  which  has  oeen  going  on  for  several  years 
past.  The  importance  of  these  two  features  is  unusual,  for  the  con- 
tinued volume  of  imports  has  increased  Brazil's  obligations  abroad 
while  the  falling  off  in  exports  means  that  the  resources  to  meet  for- 
eign payments  have  not  increased  proportionately.  The  Caixa  de 
Conversao,  or  exchange  bureau,  of  the  Government,  whereby  the 
exchange  value  of  the  country's  paper  currency  was  fixed  for  the 
past  year  and  a  half,  is  therefore  in  more  or  less  danger. 

The  margin  in  the  exchange  market  of  the  world  which  holds  Bra- 
zil's store  of  gold  in  Brazil  is  growing  very  narrow,  but  it  is  generally 
expected  that  the  Government  will  succeed  in  holding  the  gold  and 
preserving  the  rate  of  exchange  at  15  pence  to  the  milreis  for  an- 
other year  at  least,  and  probably  until  the  beginning  of  the  amortiza- 
tion payments  on  the  foreign  debt  in  1911.  A  thorough  understand- 
ing of  this  relation  of  exports  and  imports  in  Brazil  as  connected  with 
the  problem  of  international  exchange  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
any  comprehension  of  the  business  situation  of  the  country.  Every 
transaction  in  international  trade,  both  in  exports  and  imports,  is 
vitally  affected  by  this  element  oi  exchange  or  the  paper  currency, 
and  a  discussion  of  exchange  which  in  other  countries  and  under 
other  conditions  might  be  of  academic  interest  only  becomes  in 
Brazil  a  discussion  of  things  absolutely  essential. 

IMPORTS  INTO   BRAZIL. 

The  imports  of  Brazil  in  1907  amounted  to  $196,964,149  United 
States  currency,  as  compared  with  $161,371,678  in  1906.  The  exports 
amounted  in  1907  to  $263,299,744  as  compared  with  $257,869,072  in 
1906,  the  exports  including  a  considerable  portion  of  the  shipments 
of  coffee  held  by  the  government  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  for  its 
valorization  of  coffee  enterprise  and  belonging  to  the  previous  year's 
crop.  The  increase  in  imports  amounted  to  a  little  over  22  per  cent 
and  in  exports,  with  coffee,  to  only  about  2  per  cent,  while  with  the 
production  of  the  year  there  was  an  actual  decrease  in  exports.  The 
comparative  relation  of  imports  to  exports  for  1907  was  74  per  cent 
as  compared  with  62  per  cent  in  1906,  66  per  cent  in  1905,  65.7  per 
cent  in  1904,  65.6  per  cent  in  1903,  and  63.9  per  cent  in  1902,  or  an 
average  of  66.2  per  cent  in  the  last  six  years.  It  is  this  increased 
proportion  of  imports  which  has  offered  the  unfavorable  drain ^pon 
the  country's  gold  supply,  which  can  be  resisted  only  by  artificial 
means. 
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Of  the  increase  in  imports,  much  was  due  to  public  improvements 
undertaken  in  various  portions  of  the  country,  and  also  due  to  antici- 
patory orders  hinging  upon  expected  improvements.  The  increase  in 
general,  however,  was  considerable.  The  increase  in  the  imports  of 
lute  yam,  for  instance,  was  23  per  cent;  coal  and  coke,  7.8  per  cent;  of 
leathers,  8.9  per  cent;  iron  and!^ steel  manufactures,  34.2  per  cent;  cot- 
ton of  all  kinds,  9.6  per  cent ;  cotton  manufactures,  10.7  per  cent ;  wool 
prepared  and  otherwise,  36.4  per  cent;  woolen  cloth,  23.3  per  cent; 
porcelain  and  glass  goods,  14.4  per  cent ;  miscellaneous  machinery,  49.8 
per  cent;  paper  ana  its  applications,  18  per  cent;  chemical  products, 
15.5  per  cent;  kerosene,  7  per  cent;  lard,  78.6  per  cent;  potatoes,  18.5 
per  cent;  preserved  meats,  10.1  per  cent;  flour,  10.6  per  cent;  wheat, 
23.7  per  cent ;  beans,  15.1  per  cent ;  salt,  48.6  per  cent,  and  wines,  12.6 

giT  cent.    The  increase  was  general  and  extended  over  the  whole  of 
razil. 

Of  the  countries  sending  this  increased  amount  of  goods,  the  United 
States  is  in  some  respects  in  the  best  position.  Its  rate  of  increase  for 
the  year  was  35.9  per  cent,  as  compared  with  30.8  per  cent  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  27.6  per  cent  for  Germany,  and  14.5  per  cent  for 
France,  these  being  its  nearest  competitors. 

HOW  THE  IMPORTS  ARE  DISTRIBUTED. 

The  imports  by  countries  of  origin  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 


190G. 


United  States 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary . . . 

Belgium 

Canada  

France 

Germany 

India 

Italv 

Netherlands 

Newfoundland 

Norway 

Portugal 

Sfwin 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom  ... 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries . 


Total 161,371,678       196.964,149 


$18,492. 

17,(KS3, 

•2,491, 

6,2r)0, 

828, 

14,S.-.8, 

23,083, 
2,074, 
5,320, 
781, 
2,047, 
1,399, 

10,.V)8, 
1,300, 
1,4,>1, 

45, 172, 
5,415. 
2,-175, 


1 39, 390 
145,245 

96,324 
^22, 136 

08.019 
('09,320 
J21, 171 
'  r.1.900 

'73,230 
1 16, 930 
139,581 
.58,748 
147,385 
755.208 
H75,99-4 
173,835 
,  (76,962 
-42,171 


Increase. 


Per  cent. 

a5.9 

3.5 

32.3 

25.1 

45.8 

21.2 

27.6 

"  48. 8 

31.1 

42.9 

4.5 

4.2 

8.3 

35.0 

29.0 

80.8 

1.3 

a  42. 9 


22.05 


"  Decrease. 
COUNTRIES  SHOWING  INCREASED  SALES. 

The  increased  imports  from  Germany  were  along  general  lines. 
Those  from  Austria-Hungary  were  particularly  in  food  lines,  flour 
being  among  the  elements  of  the  increase.  Belgium  did  well  in 
locomotives  and  some  industrial  machinery.  The  increase  from  the 
United  States  consisted  largely  of  machinery,  though  the  shipments 
of  lard  practically  doubled  and  there  was  a  material  increase  in  the 
shipments  of  flour.    There  was  a  large  increase  in  shipments  of 
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wheat  from  Argentina,  but  it  was  largely  offset  by  the  falling  off  in 
shipments  of  xarque  or  jerked  beef.  The  increase  in  shipments  from 
France  was  in  wines  and  clothing.  The  increase  in  the  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  was  characteristic  of  the  entire  trade  situation 
in  South  America.  The  bulk  of  the  trade  is  now  held  by  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  while  its  increase  is  not  proportional  with  the  greatest 
gains  by  some  other  countries  its  actual  gain  was  twice  that  of  any 
other  country  and  far  above  the  average  for  all  countries.  The  gain 
covered  almost  every  line  of  Brazilian  imports,  especially  consisting 
of  cotton  goods,  machinery  and  industrial  appliances,  woolen  goods, 
coal,  and  iron  and  steel  products  of  many  sorts.  Some  goods  com- 
ing from  the  United  States  as  well  as  other  countries  are  classed  as 
English  imports,  such,  for  instance,  as  American  typewriters  and 
similar  gooas  sold  through  London  agencies.  But  for  all  that  the 
immense  preponderance  of  English  goods  in  the  Brazilian  trade 
should  be  realized. 

The  notable  increase  in  imports  from  Si)ain  consisted  largely  of 
salt.  There  is  no  particular  reason  for  the  increased  imi)orts  of  salt 
except  that  Brazil  is  developing  its  own  meat-curing  industry  in 
certain  lines.  The  increase  in  imports  from  Canada  was  m  lumber  and 
codfish,  both  of  which  are  hanaled  through  New  York  and  largely 
by  American  owners.  Italy  increased  its  sales  of  wines  and  food- 
stuffs, Belgium  and  Germany  those  of  cement,  and  otiier  countries 
followed  the  general  course  of  trade.  The  decrease  in  the  imports 
from  India  was  due  to  the  shutting  off  of  imports  of  rice  as  a  result 
of  the  imposition  of  increased  duties  for  the  protection  of  the  Bra- 
zilian product. 

EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  exports  from  Brazil  in  1906  and  1907,  by  countries,  are  shown 
in  the  following  statement,  values  being  given  in  United  States 
currency : 


Countries. 


1906. 


1M7. 


Increaae 

(  +  )or 

decrease 


United  States 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary . . 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Italv 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

United  Kingdom .. 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries 

Total 


190,529,747 

9,349,464 

8,954,721 

6,874,387 

31,626,304 

45,398,995 

2,479,173 

8.956.893 

1,519,989 

956,633 

41,528,233 

4,062,712 

7,131,821 


184,721, 

8,562, 

7,425, 

14,240, 

35,020, 

45,084, 

1,531, 

10,383, 

1,824, 

871, 

42,077, 

8,616, 

7,950, 


P(T  cent. 

-  6.4 

-  8.5 

-  16.0 
+  168.0 
+    10.7 


287,869,072 


263,299,744 


.7 

38.2 

15.9 

20.0 

8.9 

1.3 

11.0 

9.9 


+      2.0 


TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Regarding  the  imports  into  Brazil  from  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1907,  increases  are  shown  in  a  number  of  items  over  1906.  In 
the  following  table  are  shown  the  total  value  of  the  principal  articles 
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of  import  into  Brazil,  including  the  share  thereof  from  the  United 
States  during  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 


Agricultniml  ImplemeDtB 

Coal 

Electrical  app«iatD8  and  supplies 

Floor 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Cutlery 

Hardware 

Locomotiyes  and  parts 

Machinery 

Bails  and  railway  accessories 

Sewing  machines 

Lard 

Lumber,  pine 

OU: 

Kerosene 

Vegetable,  including  cotton-seed 
Shoes 


Total. 

From  Unit 

1907. 

1906. 

•414,871 

9146,746 

9,840,209 

296 

2,857,588 

768,380 

9,606,861 

1.662,012 

1,028,242 

184,000 

8,881,491 

465,026 

1,687,339 

788,633 

8,615,870 

700,288 

4,801,072 

681,864 

1,554,460 

810,686 

1,895,094 

720,832 

2,261,548 

1,228,279 

8,428,156 

8,211,959 

728,649 

835,599 

290,680 

108,140 

1907. 


•266,914 

66,560 

1,430,065 

1,937,806 

207,114 
756,548 
867,309 
840.134 
470,259 
637,661 
1,374,038 
1,838,829 

3,413,025 
647,589 
125,632 


The  exports  from  Brazil  to  the  United  States  during  1907  were 
valued  at  $84,721^65^  acainst  $90,529,747  in  1906,  a  decrease  of 
$5,808,482.    The  principaritems  were : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

•2,868,565 
261,728 

46,568,858 
153,834 
613,081 
717, 164 

ArUcles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cacao  

12,882.263 
285.442 

50.966,385 
268, 578 
833,758 
323,625 

Rubber  

•82,488,557 
1, 657.806 
1,833,343 

•30, 202, 956 

Camauba  wax 

Hkins 

2. 243, 213 

Coif ee 

All  other  articles 

Total 

2,201,927 

Aides,  dry      . 

Ore,  manganese 

90,529,747 

84,721,265 

Para  nutsT 

The  trade  between  Brazil  and  the  United  States  is  becoming  more 
diversified  and  shipments  are  increasing  in  general,  except  as  regards 
coffee  and  rubber,  the  variations  in  these  items  for  several  years 
past  tending  to  decline.  The  increasing  shipments  of  a  greater  num- 
Der  of  items  gives  promise  to  a  more  stable  export  trade  for  Brazil. 


BAHIA. 

By  OONSITL  PlEBBB  PAITL  DBMEBS. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Bahia  during  1907  amounted  to  $33,158,805, 
United  States  currency,  against  $26,081,994  in  1906,  an  increase  or 
$7,076,811.  The  balance  or  trade,  however,  in  favor  of  the  port  was 
$7,929,149  in  1907,  against  $8,178,982  in  1906.  Imports  amounted  to 
$12,614,828  and  $8,951,506  in  1907  and  1906,  respectively,  showing 
an  increase  of  $3,663,322;  exports  amounted  to  $20,543,977  in  1907 
and  $17,130,488  in  1906,  an  increase  of  $3,413,489.  The  United  States 
supplied  a  little  over  12  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1907  as  against 
about  11  per  cent  in  1906,  and  took  25per  cent  of  the  exports  in  1907  as 
apiinst  about  22.5  per  cent  in  1906.  Tiie  largest  seller  to  this  State  was 
(&eat  Britain,  which  supplied  30  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1907  and 
28  per  cent  in  1906,  taking  about  16  per  cent  of  the  exports.  Germanv 
came  next  with  15  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1907,  as  compared  with 
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14  per  cent  in  1906,  and  took  about  17  per  cent  of  the  exports.  The 
United  States  holds  third  position  in  the  selling  trade  to  Bahia, 
although  she  takes  the  lead  m  the  buying  of  exports. 

The  increase  in  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Bahia  has  been 
ctlong  general  lines,  out  especially  noted  in  kerosene,  lard,  lighting 
machinery  and  supplies,  electric  cables,  sewing  machines,  optical  and 
scientific  instnmients,  calcium  carbide,  wood  nimiture,  rubber  manu- 
factures, clocks  and  watches,  and  codfish  and  cod-liyer  oil.  United 
States  exports  of  cotton  piece  goods,  unbleached,  printed,  or  dyed, 
butter,  rails  and  accessories  thereof,  axles  and  wheels,  and  manu- 
factures of  copper  have  slightly  decreased,  while  exports  of  flour  and 
coal,  once  flourishing,  are  now  nil.  The  principal  trade  of  Great 
Britain  with  this  State,  and  that  in  which  she  leads,  consists  in  her 
exports  of  cotton,  linen,  and  jute  goods  of  all  kinds,  and  coal,  of  which 
she  has  practically  the  monopoly.  The  principal  trade  of  Grermany, 
and  that  in  which  she  leads,  except  as  far  as  the  cotton  goods  are  con- 
cerned, consists  in  rails  and  accessories  thereof,  cement,  manufactures 
of  cotton  and  cutlery. 

Bahia  consumes  aoout  6.5  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  into  Brazil, 
and  ships  nearly  8  per  cent  of  her  total  exports.  The  area  of  the 
State  is  164,600  square  miles,  and  the  population  is  calculated  at 
2,427,594  inhabitants,  being  1.380,670  and  1,870,099  in  1872  and  1882, 
respectively.    The  population  of  the  port  is  estimated  to  be  265,000. 

BETTER  TRADE  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Very  little  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  to  enter  this  market,  and  not  a  single  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessel  has  called  here;  on  the  other  hand,  uie  British 
and  German  houses  have  shown  unusual  activity,  and  the  pumber  of 
their  ships  is  keeping  a  proper  pace  with  their  trade.  As  will  be 
noted  in  the  shipping  list  annexea  hereto,  Great  Britain,  which  leads 
the  trade,  entered  the  largest  tonnage;  Germany,  which  is  second  in 
the  trade,  appears  second  in  the  amount  of  tonnage  entered. 

Two  important  conditions  arose  during  the  year,  which  may  con- 
siderably improve  trade  opportunities  between  the  United  States 
and  Brazil.  In  return  for  taking  such  a  large  share  of  her  coffee 
production,  Brazil  saw  fit,  during  the  latter  part  of  1906,  to  accord 
the  United  States  a  duty  preference  of  20  per  cent  on  a  number  of 
articles  of  import,  such  as  flour,  condensed  milk,  manufactures  of 
rubber,  vulcanized  or  not,  watches  and  clocks,  inks,  colors,  varnijiies, 
typewriters,  linotypes,  cash  registers,  ice  boxes,  pianos,  scales,  and 
windmills.  Exports  of  these  articles  to  Bahia  show  an  increase;  but 
there  is  no  reason  why,  with  such  an  advantage,  the  United  States 
diould  not  monopolize  that  trade,  with  the  exception  possibly  of  flour, 
in  which  Argentina  and  Uruffuav  have  the  leaa.  Another  important 
event  was  the  betterment  of  the  transportation  facilities  between 
New  York  and  Brazilian  ports.  Formerly  there  were  only  two  lines 
between  New  York  and  Brazil,  viz,  the  Lamport  &  Holt  line,  with  a 
monthly  schedule  of  mostly  freight  steamers,  and  the  Prince  line, 
which  maintained  an  irregular  monthly  service.  The  former  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  (1908)  doubled  its  service,  adding  four 
splendid  passenger  and  freight  steamers  to  their  orijginal  equipments. 
Their  ships  leave  New  York  on  the  5th  and  20th  of  each  month,  and 
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make  the  trip  to  Bahia  direct  in  fourteen  and  fifteen  days.  The 
Prince  line  has  enlarged  and  regulated  its  service.  Two  entirely  new 
lines  have  been  established,  to  wit,  the  Hamburg- American  line, 
which  started  a  fortnightly  service  to  Brazil,  and  the  Lloyd  Bra- 
sileiro,  which  inaugurated,  the  latter  part  of  1906,  a  monthly  service 
between  New  York  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  steamers  15f  the  two 
latter  companies  touch  at  intermediate  ports  and  make  the  trip  from 
New  York  to  Bahia  in  twenty-two  to  twenty-eight  days. 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  AND  BANKING. 

The  Brazilian  duties  are  generally  very  high,  with  very  few  ar- 
ticles on  the  free  list,  such  as  machinery  and  appliances  intended  for 
public  utilities  or  the  development  of  the  agricultural  resources  of 
the  country.  In  the  levying  of  the  duties  3o  per  cent  is  charged  in 
gold  and  65  per  cent  in  paper,  as  a  general  rule,  although  some 
articles  pay  50  per  cent  in  gold  and  50  per  cent  in  paper.  An  addi- 
tional 2  per  cent  of  the  duties,  on  an  arbitrary  official  valuation,  is 
charged  in  gold  for  a  fund  devoted  to  the  construction  of  the  port 
works  of  Bahia,  which  was  started  at  the  beginning  of  1908.  The 
gold  milreis  is  now  worth  54.6  cents  and  the  paper  milreis  about 
30  cents.  In  addition  to  the  federal  import  duties  the  State  of 
Bahia  levies  the  following  ad  valorem  taxes  on  the  exports  of  the 
State :  On  lumber  22  j)er  cent,  mineral  sands  25  per  cent,  piassava  18 
per  cent,  hides  and  skins  14  per  cent,  works  of  cold  or  silver  15  per 
cent,  gold  bullion  2  per  cent,  cocoanuts  and  shells  5  per  cent,  rubber 
9  per  cent,  cacao  14  per  cent,  coffee  7  per  cent,  tobacco  12  per  cent, 
cigars  5  per  cent,  sugar  1  per  cent,  on  exports  not  especially  taxed  5 
per  cent.  There  is  levied  besides  the  above  a  statistical  tax  of  2  per 
cent  on  the  official  valuation  of  the  exports  which  are  not  agricultural 
products.  For  purposes  of  levying  these  export  taxes  the  current 
values  prevailing  in  the  foreign  markets  are  accepted. 

A  fact  that  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  development  of 
British  trade  in  this  district  is  the  existence  of  two  British  banks, 
namely,  the  London  and  Brazilian  and  the  British  Bank  of  South 
America.  No  American  banking  or  quasi  banking  institutions  are 
found  here,  and  the  most  convenient  and  least  expjensive  way  to-day 
of  carrying  financial  deals  with  American  firms  is  by  exchange  on 
London,  for  if  dollars  are  bought  the  difference  between  the  buying 
and  selling  rate  is  4.7  cents  on  the  dollar,  or  nearly  5  per  cent,  which 
is  exorbitant  when  applied  to  large  commercial  amounts.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  establisnment  of  an  American  bank  in  Bahia  would 
materially  promote  trade  with  the  United  States. 

OVER-SEA    AND    COASTWISE    TRANSPORTATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  existing  steamship  service  to  and 
from  Bahia : 


steamship  lines. 


Ports. 


British: 

Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co. 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co. 
Lamport  &  Holt , 

Do 

Prince  Line 


Service. 


Southampton Weekly. 

Liverpool Monthly. 


.do. 
New  York.... 
New  Orleans. 

Antwerp 

New  York... 


Fortnightly. 

Do. 
Monthly.o 

Do. 

Do. 


•  Irregular. 
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Steamship  lines. 


French: 

Messa^ries  Maritimes 

ChargeuTS  Reunis 

Transports  Maritimes 

Qerman:  ^ 

Norddeutscher  Lloyd 

Hambuiv- American 

Sloman  Line  (in  connection  with  Hamburg- Ameri- 
can). 
A  us  tro- H  iingarlan : 

Austrian  Lloyd 

Brajdl-AdriaUc 

Brazilian:  Brazilian  Lloyd 


Ports. 


Bordeaux 

Havre 

MaraeUle 

Bremen 

Hamburg 

New  York  and  Barbados 

Trieste 

Fiume 

New  York  and  Barbados 


Service. 


Monthly. 
Do. 
Do. 

Fortnightly. 
Weekly. 
Monthly     (ir- 
regular). 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


The  ships  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  touch  also  at 
St.  Vincent,  Madeira,  Lisbon,  Leixoes,  Vigo,  and  Cherbourg.    The 

Krts  of  Lisbon  and  Leixoes  are  likewise  served  by  the  Hamburg 
uerican  Line,  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  and  the 
Messageries  Maritimes.  The  French  boats  of  the  Transports  Mari- 
times  go  also  to  various  ports  of  Italy.  The  Royal  Mail  steamers, 
the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  the  Messageries  Maritimes, 
and  the  New  York  line  of  Lamport  &  Holt  extend  their  service  to 
Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres.  Communication  with  Valparaiso 
and  Calldo  is  maintained  by  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

In  the  coastwise  service  the  Brazilian  Lloyd  makes  weekly  trips  to 
Mandos,  Para,  Pemambuco,  Natal,  Macei6,  Aracajti,  Cannavieiras, 
Victoria,  and  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  Navegagao  Bahiana  makes  fort- 
nightly trips  to  Aracaju,  Macei6,  Pemambuco,  Cannavieiras,  Ilh6os, 
and  daravellas.  The  Esperan^a  Company,  Pemambuco  line,  Cruz 
Moreira  Line,  Coast  Navigation  Company,  and  others  maintain  an 
irregular  service  along  the  coast. 

In  1907  278  British,  128  German,  64  French,  and  only  2  American 
vessels  entered  the  port  at  Bahia.  The  total  number  of  vessels  of 
all  nations  entering  the  port  was  586. 

IMPORTS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  value  of  imports  at  the  port  of 
Bahia  for  1906  and  1907,  by  articles: 


Articles. 


Boilers 

Bootblack 

Breadstuffs: 

Cereals 

Wheat  flour 

Buttons 

Calcium  carbide 

Candles 

Capsules,  globules,  drag^es. . 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  medicines. . . 

Clocks 

Coal 

Codfish 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

Ore  and  alloys 

Manufactures 

Cordage 

Cotton  goods: 

Piece  goods — 

Bleached 

Dyed 

Printed 


1906. 

1907. 

S66,173 

$37,712 

6,461 

6,918 

15,962 

6,782 

462.731 

617,514 

29,019 

62,199 

21.597 

27,611 

8,556 

8,534 

18,945 

14,209 

77,511 

121,061 

183,650 

239,898 

5,657 

7,525 

856,509 

437,149 

528.287 

590,459 

19,387 

41,400 

62,685 

105,896 

8,319 

10,079 

214.749 

212,806 

282,222 

359,666 

268,899 

260,778 

Articles. 


1906. 


Cotton  goods— Continued. 

Unenumerated 

Sewing  thread 

Yam 

Other  manufactures  of . . 

Dyes,  aniline...- 

Earthenware  and  china 

Electrical  supplies 

Engravings,    designs,    and 

pnotoe 

Fireworks 

Fruits  and  yegetables,  drv.. 
Gas    and    kerosene    light 

fixtures 

Glass  and  crystal 

Gums,  resins,  balsams 

Hats 

Hay,  alfalfa 

Herbs,  roots,  flowers,  etc — 

Hides  and  skins 

Horn  and  bone,  manufac- 
tured  

Hosiery 


$188,920 
197,935 

68,487 
115,273 

51,409 
104,109 
134,410 


9,822 
18,292 


1907. 


9343,949 
282,647 
175,589 
104.456 
64.591 
137,807 
172,770 


4,256 

6,718 

4,920 

9,863 

56,284 

68,460 

17,553 

31,436 

38,023 

46.086 

6,231 

10,474 

39.106 

80.530 

21,888 

19,635 

8,492 

10,102 

91,794 

118,880 

19,267 
29,277 
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Articles. 


ImpIemeDts  and  tools 

iDstnuneiitB: 

Mathematical 

Musical 

Optical 

Iron  and  steel: 

BaiBt  rods,  sheets,  etc ... 

Cutlery 

Fishhooks,  locks,  spurs, 
etc 

Fishplates,  pipes,  etc.... 

Nails,  screws,  staples,  etc, 

Rails 

Wire 

Other  manufactures  of. , 

Jewelry,  srold 

Jute  and  nemp  vam , 

Lace  and  insertions 

Leather,  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Hame8s,8addles,  leather . 

Linen  goods , 

Machinery,  and  parts  of ... . 
Oil: 

Codliver 

Kerosene , 

Olive 

Paper,  printing,  writing,  etc. 

Perfumery 

Pictures  and  mirrors , 

Pipes,  cigar  holders,  etc  . . . , 

Plated  ware 

Potatoes 

Powder , 

Precious  stones 

Pzoyislons: 

Dairy  products- 
Batter 


1906. 


$91,766 


16,008 

8,218 

187,938 

814,366 

9,086 
819,668 
42,863 
147. 124 
48.908 

6,690 
29,418 

7,966 
31,767 

4,894 


266,906 


1907. 


Articles. 


^20,424 


9,972 

10,400 

29,842 

87,760 

4,661 

7,293 

58,416 

90,249 

66,286 

110,466 

62,804 

40,614 

99,608 

276,722 

182, 7U 

264.926 

248,863 

104,860 

61,069 

186,070 

158,326 

193,903 

16,179 

88,660 

91,690 

250,226 

78,984 

187,608 

18,496 

10,762 

162,726 

484,641 

10,641 

404,033 

72,994 

186,673 

70,296 

12,100 

48.628 

9,992 

80,717 

8,154 

2,576 


248,669 


Provisions— Continued. 

Dairy  products— Cont'd. 

Cheese 

Condensed  milk. . . . 

Jerked  beef 

Lard 

Tallow  and  grease 

Pumps,  hydraulic 

RaUan,  rtishes,  osier 

Resin 

Rice 

Rubber, manufacturesof ... 

Saltpeter 

Sewing  machines 

Silk  goods 

Spicee 

Stones,  earths,  etc 

Sulphur 

Tinsel,  bead  work,  etc 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Toys 

,  Turpentine 

I  Umbrellas  and  parasols 

'  Vessels 

Wearing  ai 
White  lead 

Wine 

Wood,  manufacture*  of: 

Axles,  wheels,  etc.. 

Furniture 

Toothpicks 

Other 

Wool 

Miscellaneous 


Total. 


1906. 


$42,787 
84,859 

633, 0«7 
85,144 
80.462 
21,221 
6,566 
83.181 

42,  me 

19,752 


61,245 
66,157 
32,604 
10,786 
6,542 
29,418 
87,062 
19,277 


88,206 

1.872 

89,524 

18,870 

288,731 

41,248 
21,701 
5,832 
14,020 
140,468 
753.669 


8.951,506 


1907. 


$46,728 
45.728 

5M1.685 
36,842 
75,068 
49,886 
6,685 
52,460 
11,628 
24,»78 
27,918 

130,218 
87,677 
47,112 
16,221 
10,892 
43,628 
95,114 
29.610 
26,366 
48,060 

195.868 
61,396 
17.168 

845,896 

15.062 

51.967 

6,799 

19.694 

202,096 

1,491,885 


12,614,828 


EXPORTS. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  total  exports  from  Bahia  and 
the  exports  from  that  port  to  the  United  States  in  1906  and  1907, 
by  articles : 


Articles. 


Carbons 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Diamonds 

Hides: 

SaUed '.'.!'.'.'.'. '.'.*.".'. 
Iron  and  steel,  scrap. 

Piassava 

00: 

Copaiba 

Whale 

Roots,  medicinal 

Rubber 

Sand 

Skins,  goat  and  sheep 

Precious  atones 

Tobacco: 

Cigars 

Leaf 

Twist  or  cord 

Rosewood 

Other  articles 

Total 


9108— <3  R  1907— VOL  1- 


-18 


1906. 


$300,666 

6,806,040 

1,938,812 

190,155 

465,029 
472,794 
43, 219 
170,416 

3,447 
33,431 
47,670 
2,460,095 
99,126 
435,890 
76,266 

29,317 

8,996,974 

83,504 

22,821 

454,827 


ports. 

Exports  to  United 
States. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

$362,875 

$218,019 

8,300,909 

1,656,771 

62,362 

493,964 
825,528 

$2,070,113 

180,226 

5,073 

206,585 
5,992 

2,644,254 

412,269 

16,000 

160r,785 

24,847 

176,004 

3,835 
56,421 

3,447 

8,835 

40,933 

2,217,604 

184,913 

40,312 
809,031 

19,847 
1,008,106 

602,344 
22.974 

411,868 

460,007 

31, 

6,557, 
88. 
63. 
287. 


130 

976 

409  • 

304  I 


110,789  I 


1H4.513 


17,130,488  '  20,543,977   8,H42,926    5,126,627 
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PERNAMBUCO. 

By  Consul  Gbobge  A.  Chamberlain. 

The  trade  of  1907  in  Pemambuoo  will  be  remembered  more  as  a 
period  of  stagnation  than  for  any  other  feature,  but  in  certain  impor- 
tant regards  it  showed  a  decided  retrograde  movement  The  point 
that  most  directly  affected  the  United  States  was  the  withdrawal  of 
the  regular  mail  and  passenger  service  between  New  York  and  this 
port,  which  took  place  in  January.  To  emphasize  the  extent  of  this 
setback  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  two  years  ago  one  could  reach 
Pernambuco  in  thirteen  days  from  New  York,  and  now  it  takes  from 
twenty  to  thirty  days. 

The  general  import  trade  during  1907  was  apparently  affected  by 
the  increase  of  local  taxation  through  the  establishment  of  a  city 
export  tax  on  everything  leaving  the  limits  of  the  municipality  of 
Eecife,  the  port  of  Pernambuco.  For  over  a  century  Pemamouco 
was  the  emporium  and  distributing  point  for  the  whole  of  mid-north 
Brazil,  but  the  local  taxes,  averaging  400  per  cent  higher  than  those 
in  any  other  Brazilian  city  of  importance,  are  taken  advantage  of  to 
build  up  trade  in  the  neighboring  ports  of  Cabedello  (Patahyba), 
Macie6\Alag6as)  and  Natal  (Rio  (jrande  do  Norte).  These  neigh- 
boring States  are  very  much  awake  to  their  opportunity,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  urge  the  procuring  of  concessions  and  company 
charters  while  they  are  in  the  first  flush  of  the  struggle  to  build  up 
trade  and  industries. 

TBADE  OF  THE  POHT. 

The  value  of  the  total  imports  into  Pernambuco  during  1907  was 
$12,540,698,  against  $11,614,936  in  1906.  The  articles  of  import 
during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


ArUcle«. 


Alpaca,  muslin,  etc 

Aniline,  etc 

Boots  and  shoes 

Breadstufls: 

Flour,  wheat 

other 

Calcium  carbide 

Cement 

Coal 

Codfish 

Copper  and  manufactures 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Piece  goods — 

Bleached 

Dved 

Printed 

Other 

Yam 

All  other 

Earthenware,  etc 

Frames,  picture,  etc 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hats 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron  and  steel: 

Axles,  wheels,  etc 

Bars  and  sheets 

Cutlery 

Grinding  mills 

Implements  and  tools. 
Locomotives  and  parts 
Machinery,boller8,  etc 
Machinery — 

Agricultural... 
Industrial 


1906. 

1907. 

190,151 

194,751 

82,676 

37,011 

28,880 

22,683 

1,142,786 

1,468,349 

9.718 

9,6«7 

82,683 

72,962 

67,187 

83,109 

442,698 

718,247 

1,476,214 

1,461,239 

108,471 

181,732 

829,933 

208,046  1 

856,647 

884,224 

527,161 

378,144 

1&4, 152 

199,207 

41,337 

76,446 

167,799 

206,680  ! 

169,062 

137,291 

10,069 

10.324 

86,176 

86,219 

32,322 

84.743 

121,981 

137,262 

16,878 

66,202 

67,510 

81.284 

44,159 

57.300 

8,038 

18,197 

101,932 

102,566 

120,665 

131,493 

24,399 

16,184 

17,889 

27,839 

16^,443 

175,818 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel— Cont'd. 

Motors,  etc 

Presses,  cycles,  etc 

Railway   cars,  rails, 

etc 

Sewing  machines  and 

parts 

Staples,  nails,  etc 

Wire 

Other  iron  and  steel.. 

Jewelry 

Laces 

Linen  goods 

Lumber,  staves,  etc 

Oil: 

Cod  liver,  etc 

Lubricating 

Kerosene 

Paper 

Pa  raf&n 

Perfumery ^ 

Pipes,  etc.,  tobacco 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter  

Cheese 

Meat  products- 
Bacon 

Beef,  jerked 

Silk  goods....  V 

Soap,  chemical  products, 

etc 

Spirits  and  wines 

Thread 

Turpentine 

Wearing  apparel 


1906. 


138,102 

$88,130 

182,178 

102,676 

282,706 

486,649 

70,816 

100,965 

88,083 

65,246 

40,866 

66,888 

198.667 

216,675 

61,984 

80,864 

72,861 

79.910 

84,739 

108.388 

90,117 

84,167 

8,994 
26,806 
442,926 
165,987 
10,127 
48,584 
27,786 


287.867 
86.794 

10,488 

1,276.473 

45,089 

288,770 
404,994 
240,087 


42,8tt 


1907. 


9,296 
88,088 
896,728 
227,067 
10.824 
60,907 
88,079 


221, 02S 
47,944 

9.416 

1,269,888 

69,  lU 

175,117 

411,490 

288,778 

90,926 
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The  value  of  the  exports  from  Pemambuco  to  all  countries  in  1907 
amounted  to  $6,037^46,  being  a  decrease  of  $679,644  from  1906.  The 
exports  during  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Cotton 

Flour,  CMmY&,  etc 

Hides,  dry 

Metal,  scrap,  indadlng  lead  and  dno. 
Seeds: 

Castor 

Cotton 

Skins,  sheep  and  goat 

Sugar 

WaXfCamanba 

AU  other  articles 


Total 6,716,990 


1906. 

1907. 

16,679 

206,785 

9,472 

157,481 
224,400 
578,202 
1,359,042 
763,607 
717,308 

•8,720,900 

5,420 

4,062 

104,963 

61,440 
254,228 
490,144 
319,236 
618,010 
463,988 

6,037,846 


TBADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  imports  into  Pemambuco  and  the  agencies  at  Maceio  and 
Natal  (no  figures  available  for  the  other  agencv)  from  the  United 
States  during  1907  amounted  to  $1,641,726.  Of  this  amount  the 
imports  into  I^emambuco  were  valued  at  $1^96,750,  Maceio  $288,196, 
and  Natal  $56,780.    The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Pemam- 
buco. 


Maceio. 


Natal. 


Calclam  carbide 

Codfish 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Fireworks 

Floor 

Qlasiware 

Groceries 

Qans  and  ammimitioii 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

Machinery,  plows,  etc 

BaUway  rolling  stock,  etc 

Sewing  machines 

Wire  and  staples 

Jewelry  and  cIocKs 

Leather 

Lumber,  pine 

Oil: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating,  etc.,  Including  grease. 

Bostn 

Stationery,  etc 

ToUet  aracles  and  novelties 

All  other  articles 


142,278 
10,866 
61.903 
82,462 
8,482 
288,347 
2,244 
35,065 
9,620 

43,696 

47,681 

495 

18,001 

15,060 

6,500 

8,628 

808,806 

283, 7»> 

17,258 

92,637 

4,838 

2,562 

21,264 


16,829 
87,183 
15,481 
1,819 
706 
68,716 


11,062 


147 
10,857 


18,561 


880 
101,606 


18,248 


9,097 


Total 1,296,760 


288,196 


1600 

*i8*266 


7,200 


250 
280 

1,616 
900 

14,100 
7,250 
1,215 


6,600 
260 
100 


4,420 


66,780 


CLASSIFICATION   OF  EXPORTS. 


The  value  of  the  exports  from  Pemambuco,  including  the  agencies 
at  Ceara,  Natal,  and  Maceio,  to  the  United  States  during  1907 
amounted  to  $1,919,323,  against  $3,113,745  in  1906  and  ^,850,623  in 
1905.    The  articles  are  shown  in  the  table  on  the  following  page. 
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Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

PERNAMBUCO. 

Castor  seed 

928,886 

834 

8,174 

590,948 

607,747 

86,653 

11,306 

•63,354 

4,867 

11,641 

689,569 

778,580 

151,266 

8,312 

•26,786 
6,015 
8,635 

460,180 
44,970 

Coffee 

Rubber 

Skins 

Sugar 

Wax,  camauba 

69,988 

All  other  articles 

8,737 

Total 

1,278,548 

1,652,539 

615,260 

CBABA. 

Coffee 

49 

Rubber .                       

8,961 

696,271 

39,698 

8,984 

649,778 

106,945 

191 

86,546 
782,871 

Skins 

Wax,  camauba 

197,720 
654 

All  otbf^r  ftrt*ci<>8 . .  

Total 

743,980 

760,848 

967,740 

NATAL. 

Rubber 

4.587 

5,083 

18,582 
1,688 

Skins 

Sugar 

40,000 
2,140 

19,781 

All  other  articles 

Total 

46,727 

25,714 

20,;220 

MACBIO. 

Castor  seed 

5,802 

209 

852,036 

816,597 

18,566 

1,081 

271,748 

24,729 

30 

Rubber 

Skins 

844,100 
487,818 

Sugar 

All  other  articles 

Total 

781,418 

674,644 

316, 108 

Grand  total 

2,860,623 

8,118,745 

1,919,828 

IMPORTS  OF  FLOUR. 


The  imports  of  flour  into  the  Pemambuco  consular  district  from 
the  United  States,  Argentina,  and  Austria-Hungary  during  the  first 
nine  months  of  1907  amounted  to  26,768,394  kilos  (kilo =2.2  pounds). 
The  quantity  imported  from  each  of  these  countries,  together  witii 
the  cost  f.  o.  b.,  and  freight  and  expenses  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Countries. 


United  States.... 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary 


Quantity. 


Kilot. 
7,045,769 
15,299,113 
4,428,512 


Cost 
f.o.b. 


1357,925 
784,976 
280,080 


Freight 
and  ex- 
penses. 


$80,307 
77,547 
39,789 


Austria-Hungary  held  its  own  as  usual  in  high-grade  flour,  receiv- 
ing $280,080  for  its  4,423,512  kilos,  while  the  United  States  received 
only  $357,925  for  its  7,045,769  kilos.  The  most  important  factor  in 
the  competition  is  apparent  when  one  studies  the  freight  and  ex- 
penses column.  For  its  15,000,000  kilos  Argentina's  c.  i.  f.  bill  was 
only  $77,547,  while  for  America's  7,000,000  kilos  the  freight  and 
expenses  were  $80,307.  Even  Austria-Hungary  leaves  the  United 
States  behind  in  cheap  rates,  transporting  its  4,500.000  kilos  for 
$39,789.    To  offset  these  freight  advantages  it  is  only  fair  to  mention 
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that  the  United  States  enjoys  30  per  cent  preference  in  import  duties. 
No  small  part  of  the  Pemambuco  and  neighboring  markets  is  sup- 

Elied  from  the  flour  mills  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  Jrun  on  imported  wheat) , 
ut  this  part  of  the  trade  does  not  appear  in  the  above  table,  which 
covers  oiuy  imports. 

CHIEP  INDUSTRIES — MULE  TRAMS. 

The  chief  industries  of  this  district  are  the  production  of  sugar 
and  cotton  and  by-products.  The  sugar-milling  industry  should  pro- 
vide a  far  more  extensive  market  for  American  machmery  than  it 
does.  There  is  only  one  null  of  importance  in  the  district  which  is 
completely  fitted  out  with  American  boilers  and  appliances,  and 
during  the  protracted  hard  times  this  mill  proved  its  superiority, 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  through  the  use  of  porcupine  boilers  it 
is  enabled  to  depend  absolutely  on  its  own  bagasse  for  fuel.  The 
cane,  after  passing  through  two  cylindrical  presses,  is  dropped  di- 
rectly onto  the  fires,  which  are  started  only  every  Monday  with  a 
cord  or  two  of  wood.  This  item  of  fuel  saving  is  yearly  becoming 
more  essential,  as  the  price  of  coal  is  prohibitive  and  the  wood  supply 
near  the  mills  is  running  short. 

Of  the  other  factories  of  all  descriptions  in  the  district  only  one 
uses  American  machinery  extensively,  and  this  is  the  cotton-seed 
oil  factory,  operated  by  an  American  firm.  This  factory  is  com- 
pletely fitted  with  modem  American  machinery,  has  a  capacity  of 
30  barrels  per  day,  and  has  proved  a  successful  undertaking.  The 
oil,  which  IS  of  good  quality,  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  southern 
part  of  Brazil. 

Some  two  years  ago  a  large  English  electrical  constructing  concern 
bought  the  existing  street-car  lines,  but  the  sale  was  repudiated  by 
certain  stockholders  and  the  matter  has  been  in  the  courts  ever  since. 
Consequently  this  city,  with  over  200,000  inhabitants,  is  dependent 
on  mule  trams.  The  middle  and  better  classes  of  Pemambuco  live 
to  a  very  great  extent  in  the  suburbs  that  surround  the  city  proper. 
Of  these  Olinda,  Beberibe,  Arrayal,  Apipuoos,  Varzea,  and  Caxangd 
and  intermediate  points  are  served  by  little  steam  railways.  When 
they  were  built  they  represented  a  vast  improvement,  and  undoubtedly 
dia  much  to  establish  the  present  boundaries  of  Pemambuco.  They 
would  probably  have  been  electrified  years  ago  by  the  two  proprietary 
companies  had  not  their  charters  expired.  Now  the  city  is  taking 
measures  to  forbid  them  running  their  trains  through  the  thick  oi 
the  town,  and  the  lines  were  given  six  months  to  abandon  their  pres- 
ent terminal  stations  and  estaolish  new  ones  farther  out.  In  view  of 
the  effect  of  this  measure  on  the  transportation  conditions  the  munici- 
pality has  decreed  that  all  public  cabs,  busses,  and  motor  cars  (none 
of  which  exist  at  present)  shall  operate  free  of  taxes  for  four  years 
at  rates  fixed  by  tne  mtmicipality. 

RAILWAY  COMBINATION — STEAMSHIP  SERVICE. 

The  railway  situation  in  mid-north  Brazil,  which  covers  this  dis- 
trict, is  almost  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Great  Western  Brazil 
Railway  Company  (limited).  When  the  National  Government  in 
1902  bought  up  all  the  nonpaying  subsidized  railways  in  Brazil  the 
railways  centering  in  Pemambuco  and  the  little  line  around  the 
Paulo  Affonso  FsQls,  on  the  Sao  Francisco  River,  were  leased  for 
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thirty  years  to  the  Great  Western  Brazil  Railway  Company,  which 
consoliaated  them  and  is  now  linking  them  up.  This  company  is 
also  negotiating  for  the  Ceard  Railroad,  and  if  the  deal  goes  mrough 
will  link  it  onto  the  rest  of  the  system  across  the  hinterland. 

The  Great  Western  Brazil  Company,  while  it  pays  but  a  small 
annual  dividend  (5  to  6  per  cent),  is  well  managed  and  in  the  few 
years  since  its  consolidation  has  advanced  rapid^T-  It  is,  however, 
feritish,  and  consequently  in  favor  of  British  material. 

In  regard  to  electric  power  in  Pemambuco,  no  franchise  for  sup- 
plying electric  light  ana  power  exists,  yet  there  is  hardly  a  firm  of 
importance  in  Europe  or  the  United  States  which  has  not  at  some 
time  had  its  representatives  here  tiring  to  secure  a  contract. 

Pemambuco  port  is  a  natural  harbor,  formed  by  the  reef  from 
which  Recife,  the  capital,  takes  its  name,  and  is  restricted  by  size 
and  tides  to  comparatively  small  steamers.  Boats  coming  inside  the 
reef  have  enormous  advantages  in  handling  freight,  and  it  was  owing 
to  these  advantages  that  a  few  mail  packets,  too  large  to  enter  and 
leave  freely,  were  forced  to  abandon  their  Pemambuco  call.  While 
this  was  a  serious  blow  to  the  mail  service,  freight  conditions  were 
not  affected,  especially  since  the  service  of  monthly  boats  to  New 
York,  established  in  1906,  was  continued.  Sailings  from  New  York 
to  Pemambuco  are,  if  anything,  more  frequent  than  ever  before,  but 
the  averfi^ge  time  for  the  voyage  is  from  twenty  to  twenty-three  days, 
including  stops. 

No  merchant  ship  of  any  description  flying  the  American  flag  en- 
tered the  port  during  the  year. 


SAJ^TOS, 

By  Ck)N8UL  John  W.  O'Haba. 

The  consular  district  of  Santos  includes  the  territorv  comprising 
the  States  of  Sao  Paulo,  Parana,  Santa  Catharina,  and  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul,  an  area  of  517,000  square  miles,  being  greater  than  that  of 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona  combined,  wlme  the  population  is 
little  more  than  4,500,000. 

Sao  Paulo  is  by  far  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  of  any  State  of 
BraziL  It  has  a  population  of  about  2,800,000  inhabitants.  Its  prin- 
cipal source  of  wealth  is  coffee.  There  are,  according  to  the  latest 
'  estimates,  about  689,000,000  coffee  trees  in  the  State,  and  there  were 
exported  during  the  year  1907  11,561,871  bags  of  coffee,  the  price  of 
which  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  $8  per  bag. 

The  year  1907  was  an  unusually  prosperous  one,  not  only  in  Sao 
Paulo,  but  throughout  the  entire  district.  The  largest  coffee  crop 
ever  produced  in  the  history  of  the  country  was  gathered  and  mar- 
keted^ at  prices  that  not  only  yielded  a  satisfactory  profit  to  the 
"  fazendero,"  but  served  to  stimulate  the  general  industries  of  the 
country,  and  as  a  result  greatly  increased  importation.  The  govern- 
ment 01  Sao  Paulo,  by  the  law  of  valorization,  had  made  legal  the 
purchase  of  coffee  by  the  State.  This  action  was  taken  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  coffee  producers,  so  that  the  extraordinary  crop  should 
not  be  put  upon  the  market  until  there  was  a  demand  for  it,  thereby 
assisting  in  Keeping  up  the  price  and  greatly  aiding  in  the  general 
prosperity  that  is  mamfested  in  this  part  of  Brazil.    What  the  result 
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may  be  when  the  day  comes  for  selling  the  more  than  8,000,000  bags 
of  coffee  purchased  by  the  government  can  only  be  surmised,  unless 
there  should  be  a  short  coffee  crop  this  year  and  next 

This  State  produced  about  the  average  crop  of  cotton,  com,  rice, 
cane,  and  beans,  so  that  the  necessities  of  life  were  abundant 

INDUSTRIAL  ACTTVITY  AT  SANTOS — HIGH  CX)ST  OF  LIVING. 

The  city  of  Santos,  which  is  the  only  port  of  entry  in  the  State  of 
Sao  Pauk),  has  a  population,  accoraing  to  the  last  estimates,  of 
74,500.  It  is  making  rapid  advancements  on  almost  all  lines.  There 
have  been  constructed  many  new  modern  business  buildings  and  pri- 
vate residences,  and  many  more  are  now  in  course  of  construction. 
The  city  street-car  lines  are  being  electrified  and  extended,  the  entire 
system  for  Santos  and  suburban  cities  coming  under  one  manage- 
ment The  dock  company  has  extended  its  works  and  is  building 
several  large  modem  warehouses.  The  work  of  dredging  is  kept  up 
constantly,  and  the  result  is  that  no  city  in  South  America  has  so 
convenient  and  accessible  a  port,  and  there  is  no  other  where  discharg- 
ingand  loading  can  be  done  so  quickly. 

The  city  authorities  have  given  the  closest  attention  to  the  sani- 
tary conditions  of  the  city  and  surroundings,  and  as  a  result  of  this 
vigilance  the  dread  diseases  once  so  prevalent  no  longer  exist.  The 
streets  and  public  places  are  kept  scrupulously  clean,  and  even  private 
i*esidences  are  inspected  if  there  is  any  mdication  that  they  are  not  well 
kept  The  drainage  was  extended  and  improved  so  as  to  cover  the 
entire  city  and  adjoining  territory.  The  swamps  and  low  places  are 
being  filled  with  decomposed  granite  taken  from  the  near-by  moun- 
tains. A  campaij^  for  the  extermination  of  mosquitoes  is  now  in 
progress,  under  the  supervision  of  the  city  board  of  health.  When 
the  work  now  in  progress  and  in  contemplation  is  completed  Santos 
may  become  a  health  resort,  as  it  has  numerous  bathing  beaches,  con- 
venient and  easily  accessible. 

Work  is  plentiful  for  laborers  who  can  speak  the  language  of  the 
country,  and  the  wages  paid  are  such  that  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances of  living,  one  could  live  comfortaolv,  but  in  this  country, 
and  particularly  in  this  city,  the  prices  of  all  the  necessities  of  life 
are  very  high  indeed,  even  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  native  prod- 
ucts being  sold  at  more  than  double  the  prices  of  similar  articles  in 
the  Unit^  States.  Rents  are  also  very  nigh ;  a  small  cottage  of  6 
or  7  rooms  in  a  desirable  portion  of  the  city  will  rent  for  from 
150  to  400  milreis  (milreis  =  about  30  cents  American  currency)  per 
month,  and  the  cheapest  board  and  room  at  a  boarding  house  or 
hotel  costs  220  milreis  per  month.  Prices  were  advanced  a  few  years 
ago  when  exchange  was  very  low — when  a  milreis  was  worth  15  cents — 
and  they  have  not  been  reduced  now  that  exchange  is  nearly  double  its 
former  value. 

THE  MODEBN  CITT  OP  SAO  PAULO — ^HEAVY  TAX  ON  UNIMPROVED  PROPERTY. 

The  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  the  capital  of  this  State,  is  very  modem 
and  up-to-date  in  all  respects.  It  has  a  population  of  about  300,000 
and  is  the  commercial  center  of  this  part  oi  Brazil.  General  activity 
has  marked  every  line  of  industir  in  that  city.  Perhaps  there  has 
been  no  period  of  two  years  in  tne  history  of  this  "beauty  city  of 
the  plains  "  in  which  greater  progress  was  made.    The  municipality 
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has  placed  heavy  taxes  on  all  vacant  properties  within  the  city 
limits,  and  as  a  result  numerous  new  modem  business  buildings  and 
private  residences  have  been  erected.  Street-car  lines  have  been 
electrified,  extended,  and  improved  until  the  entire  system,  owned 
and  operated  by  an  American  and  Canadian  company,  is  double 
tracked  and  supplied  with  the  latest  equipments.  New  parks  and 
pleasure  grounds  have  been  added  and  a  new  theater,  built  by  the 
State  and  one  of  the  finest  in  South  America,  is  almost  ready  to  admit 
the  public. 

American  influence  is  very  great  in  Sao  Paulo,  due  no  doubt  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  light  and  power  company  have  conducted 
their  business.  There  are  several  importers  or  American  goods  in 
the  city  and  there  are  splendid  opportunities  for  extending  the  trade 
in  many  lines.  The  opening  of  the  standard  gauge  railroad  between 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo  has  been  a  great  convenience  to  the 
traveling  public,  as  passengers  may  take  a  sleeper  in  one  city  and 
go  to  the  other  without  the  change  they  were  lormerly  obliged  to 
make  when  part  of  the  line  was  standard  and  part  narrow  gauge. 

More  than  one-third  of  Sao  Paulo's  population  is  Italian,  and  like 
the  representatives  of  their  race  elsewnere  they  are  industrious  and 
frugal.  They  own  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  real  estate  of  the 
city  and  their  people  may  be  round  among  its  leading  business  men. 

Sao  Paulo  and  Santos,  about  50  miles  apart,  are  connected  by  the 
Sao  Paulo  Railroad,  one  of  the  finest  constructed  and  best  operated 
railroads  in  the  world.  The  altitude  of  Sao  Paulo  is  2,666  feet  above 
sea  level  and  the  distance  from  the  base  of  the  mountain,  over  which 
the  road  ascends,  to  its  summit  is  5  miles,  the  grade  being  8  per 
cent.  Trains  are  moved  up  and  down  this  incline  by  means  of  a 
cable,  which  is  operated  by  three  stationary  engines.  All  the  prodr 
ucts  of  the  interior  are  brought  to  the  seaport  at  Santos  over  this 
line,  as  are  also  transported  into  the  interior  all  the  importations 
landed  at  this  port.  Tne  freight  on  coffee  from  Sao  Paulo  to  Santos 
in  carload  lots  is  25  cents  per  bag,  each  bag  weighing  132  pounds; 
and  from  other  points,  from  300  to  350  miles  distant,  the  freight  is 
$1.86  per  bag.  By  the  conditions  of  the  franchise  granted  to  this 
road  by  the  Brazilian  Government  it  has  a  zone  or  19.3  miles  on 
either  side  of  its  line  free  from  competition. 

PRODUCTION    OF    COFFEE    AND    OTHER    PRODUCTS. 

The  State  of  Sao  Paulo  is  essentially  an  agricultural  section.  It 
produces  more  coffee  than  any  other  similar  area  in  the  world.  There 
are  about  2,333,600  acres  in  cultivation,  and  when  all  conditions  are 
favorable,  as  they  were  the  past  two  years,  the  profits  are  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  "  fazenderos."  Cotton  was  cultivated  with  more 
or  less  success  in  this  State  for  years,  but  that,  too,  had  its  draw- 
backs, as  a  large  ant  that  infests  this  part  of  Brazil  found  the  young 
plant  very  attractive  and  agreeable,  much  to  the  discomfiture  of  the* 
planter,  who  seems  to  be  unable  to  cope  successfully  with  his  ad- 
versary, and  was  compelled  to  give  up  the  cultivation  entirely  in 
some  districts.  Com  is  cultivated  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  with 
fair  success ;  last  year  there  were  about  900,000  acres  planted,  yield- 
ing, according  to  some  estimates,  25,000,000  bushels.  The  agricul- 
tural experiment  station  at  Piracicaba,  in  charge  of  an  American, 
has  reported  great  progress  in  the  growing  of  corn.    There  are  45,000 
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acres  given  over  to  the  cultivation  of  rice,  which  is  profitable  when 
the  season  is  right,  but  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  have  been 
responsible  for  the  uncertainty  of  the  crop.  No  definite  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  for  flooding  rice  lands,  but  this  matter  is  under 
consideration  by  the  department  of  agriculture  of  the  State,  and  bids 
fair  to  be  successfully  carried  out.  Seans  is  another  very  profitable 
crop,  and  with  rice  is  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  rood  of  the 
native  population.  There  are  produced  annually  about  880,000  bushels 
of  beans.  In  addition,  potatoes  in  small  quantities,  tobacco,  sugar  cane, 
watermelons,  and  a  great  variety  of  tropical  and  subtropical  fruits 
are  grown.  The  area  in  cultivation  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  is  given 
as  3,722,319  acres. 

LACK  OP  TRANSPORTATION  FAdLITIES  IN  PARANA. 

The  State  of  Parana,  which  lies  to  the  south  of  Sao  Paulo,  extends 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  east  and  south  to  Paraguay  on  the 
west.  It  has  an  area  of  about  137,000  square  miles  and  a  population 
of  about  600,000,  of  whom  many  are  Indians.  The  countir  is  greatly 
diversified,  having  a  narrow  iJelt  of  low,  level  land  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  a  great  plain  to  the  west,  beyond  the  range  of  coast  moun- 
tains. The  country  is  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  corn  and 
cotton  and  to  cattle  raising,  but  it  is  so  sparsely  settled  and  trans- 
portation so  diflScult  that  the  inhabitants  take  but  little  interest  in 
the  raising  of  such  products.  The  western  part  of  the  State  is  well 
watered  by  numerous  rivers  with  western  and  southern  outlets  into 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  has  great  forests  of  valuable  hard  timber 
and  a  Brazilian  pine  that  will  in  time  take  its  place  in  the  world's 
market;  but  neither  timber  nor  general  agriculture  has  any  attrac- 
tion for  the  inhabitants,  owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

Yerba  mate  is  produced  in  large  quantities  in  this  State  and  is 
sent  southward  down  the  Rio  Parana  to  Buenos  Aires  and  Monte- 
video, where  it  finds  a  ready  market.  Very  little  of  this  product  is 
brought  to  the  Atlantic  coast  ports  for  shipment,  owinff  to  the  in- 
convenience and  expense  of  transportation  to  the  seaboard.  The  sea- 
port of  Paranagua  is  a  very  important  one  for  the  State.  This  port 
IS  being  enlarged  and  improved  and  made  easily  accessible  for  vessels 
calling  there,  and  when  the  railroads  now  in  Contemplation  and  under 
construction  are  completed  the  port  will  become  a  very  important  one 
in  Brazilian  commerce. 

American  and  Canadian  capitalists  are  extending  a  railroad  from 
this  port  to  the  west  and  north,  which  will  connect  with  the  Sao 
Paulo  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad,  and  will  in  time  form  a  part  of  a 
system  that  will  connect  Sao  Paulo  with  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  opening 
up  a  vast  territory^  including  the  finest  timber  lands  in  South 
America,  together  with  extensive  plains  suitable  for  agriculture  and 
for  cattle  and  sheep  raising. 

STATE    OF    SANTA    CATHARINA. 

Santa  Catharina  is  the  smallest  of  the  group  of  States  comprising 
this  district,  having  an  area  of  about  46,000  square  miles  and  a  popu- 
lation of  about  500,000,  a  very  large  percentage  of  whom  are  German 
or  of  German  descent.  This  State  has  but  little  valuable  timber,  but 
the  soil  is  rich  and  well  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes  and  to  cattle 
raising.    There  are  not  exceeding,  50  miles  of  railroad  in  the  State, 
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and  all  of  this  near  the  coast.  The  country,  being  deprived  of  the 
means  for  transporting  products  to  market,  is  retarded  in  its  progress* 
The  Sao  Paulo-Rio  Grande,  now  in  course  of  construction,  wiU  ex- 
tend its  lines  across  the  State  from  north  to  south  en  route  to  Rio 
Grande,  and  the  same  company  will  construct  a  railroad  from  Sao 
Francisco  Bay,  on  the  east  coast,  to  the  Falls  of  Iguassu,  near  the 
joint  boundary  of  Brazil,  Argentina,  and  Paraguay. 

The  principal  seaport  of  Santa  Catharina  is  Sao  Francisco,  said  to 
be  one  of  the  safest  and  best  harbors  in  South  America.  There  are 
three  regular  lines  of  steamers  making  this  port  The  ships  of  tiie 
Hamburg- American  Line  call  twice  a  month  on  their  way  to  and 
from  New  York,  while  the  Lloyd  Brazileiro  steamers  make  weekly 
calls,  both  with  their  coasting  steamers  and  with  those  plying  be- 
tween New  York,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

The  agricultural  products  of  tiie  State  are  wheat,  dom,  rye,  to- 
bacco, and  rice,  the  last-named  product  having  been  recently  intro- 
duced and  cultivated  with  great  success.  The  northwestern  part  also 
Sroduces  a  considerable  quantity  of  yerba  mate.  There  are  several 
istilleries,  breweries,  and  sawmills  near  the  coast.  There  was  a 
great  awakening  in  this  State  within  the  past  two  years.  The  pros- 
pect of  a  railroad  and  of  harbor  improvements  have  awakens  in 
the  people  an  enthusiasm  which  thev  never  before  had,  and  they 
now  look  forward  to  a  great  future  lor  this  naturally  rich  country. 
The  Japanese  Government  has  recently  made  an  investigation  of  the 
conditions  in  this  State  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  colony  of  its 
people  here. 

STATE   or  RIO   GRANDE  DO    SUL. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul  is  the  most  southern  State  of  the  Brazilian 
Union,  with  an  area  of  about  150,000  square  miles  and  a  population 
of  1,700,000,  a  large  jjercentage  oi  whom  are  German  or  of  German 
extraction.  The  soil  is  very  fertile  and  the  climate  temperate.  On 
the  elevated  plains  are  vast  areas  that  are  being  used  for  the  raising 
of  cattle  and  sheep,  which  provide  the  articles  oi  export — jerked  beet, 
hides,  and  wool.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  8,000,000  cattle  in  the 
State.  A  considerable  quantity  of  wheat,  rice,  tobacco,  cotton,  wine, 
beerj  yerba  mate,  and  vegetables  are  also  produced. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul  is  the  principal  port  in  the  State;  in  fact,  it  is 
the  principal  port  between  Santos  and  Montevideo.  There  is  a  trunk- 
line  railroad  extending  westward  from  this  port  to  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  State,  and  still  another  railroad  extending  westward  from 
Porto  Alegre  to  the  Rio  Uruguay.  The  construction  of  these  rail- 
roads has  contributed  largely  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  State. 
Cattle  raising  has  been  encouraged  and  extended ;  new  territory  has 
been  opened  up;  mines  have  been  prospected  and  worked;  and  the 
port  at  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  is  to  be  improved,  an  American  company 
having  received  the  concession  for  the  harbor  and  port  works.  The 
mouth  of  the  harbor^  which  is  the  southern  end  of  the  Lago  dos 
Patos  (Duck  Lake),  is  to  be  dredged,  and  the  dredged  sand  is  to  be 
used  in  filling  the  low  flat  lands  back  of  the  city.  At  the  nqrth  end 
of  the  lake  is  the  city  of  Porto  Alegre,  the  capital  and  most  im- 
portant city  in  the  State.  It  is  the  commercial  center  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  and  has  all  the  modern  conveniences  and  improve- 
ments, including  electric  light  and  power  for  street  railways.    The 
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minister  of  public  works  has  approved  the  plans  for  the  erection  of 
new  tele^aph  and  post-office  buildings,  the  former  to  cost  $125,100 
and  the  latter  $141,000. 

The  president  of  the  State  has  opened  a  credit  for  the  sum  of 
$360,000,  two-thirds  of  which  is  to  be  expended  on  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges,  and  the  remainder  for  the  improvement  of  river 
navigation  and  for  land  improvement  and  colonization. 

IMPORTS  INTO  SANTOS. 

The  total  imports  into  Santos  during  1907  were  valued  at 
$41,081,149,  against  $31,078,931  in  1906  and  $25,018,608  m  1905.  The 
principal  articles  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


Arms  and  ammunition. 

C^nent 

Clay.etc 

Coal. 


Copper,  raw,  etc 

Cotton,  raw,  etc 

Foodstuffs 

Glaas,  porcelain,  etc 

Ink,  varnish,  etc 

Jute 

Lead,  tin,  zinc,  etc 

Leather,  shoes,  etc 

Machinery 

Oil,  kerosene 

Paints,  perfumes,  etc 

Paper,  books,  etc 

Phannaceuticals 

Plants,  seeds,  etc 

8Uk 

Steel  and  iron 

Steel  rails 

Vegetable  oils,  etc 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of. 
Wool,  and  manufactures  of . . 
All  other  articles 


Total 25,018,608     31,078,931 


$81,549 
189,638 
75,394 
656.184 
242.868 

1,626,733 

7,135,027 
282,419 
109,375 
798,986 
98,162 
486,787 

1,556,670 
363,605 
200,936 
415,579 
398,738 
218,764 
157,964 

1,968,882 
674,225 
280,884 
88,626 
720,119 

6,356,204 


1906. 


$142,842 
360,142 
182,291 
982,745 
300,618 

1,641,377 

8,422,814 
311,006 
176,881 

1,268.766 
102,704 
608,674 

1,674,125 
440,007 
229,298 
411,602 
492.224 
196,681 
179.020 

2,747,621 
616,506 
825.850 
236.669 
747,636 

8,882,639 


1007. 


$218,019 
278,645 
289,166 

1,868,787 
418,802 

2,697,848 

10,160.060 

446,246 

206.788 

1,616,681 
127,142 
824,498 

8,166,995 
528,526 
836,116 
697,026 
684.848 
806,885 
840,488 

8,822,891 
820,802 
606,079 
886,600 

1,820,288 

9,678,644 


41,081,149 


IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Santos  in  1907  was  $104,590^58,  an 
increase  of  $6,155,457  over  the  previous  year.  The  imports  and  ex- 
ports by  countries  during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  m  the  foUow- 
mg  table : 


Countries. 


United  States $2,734,978 

Germany 6,213,395 

Netherlands 200,603 

Austria-Hungary 811,921 

France 2,367,766 

Belgium 1,465,843 

United  Kingdom 7,190.033 

Italy 2.892,246 

Argentina ;  6.117,540 

Portugal I  1,594,679 

Other  countries 1. 989, 987 


Imports. 
1906.  1907. 


Exports. 


719,211 
546,701 
190,633 
519,114 
991,078 
191,671 
244,875 
222,742 
226,406 
892, 13-1 
337,184 


Total 31,078,931  I  41,081,149 


1906. 


829,461,759 
26,502,462 
8,768,283 
7,271,679 
16,792,073 
8,538,173 
1,506,047 
1,747,185 
770,461 
3,102 
2,089,637 


1907. 


882,311 
788,824 
371.208 
656,002 
767, 102 
148,861 
668,166 
911.197 
077,860 


1,819,227 


1,434,801  104,590.258 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Santos  to  the  United  States 
in  1907  showed  a  decrease  of  $1,768,442  as  compared  with  1906,  but 
an  increase  of  $909,849  over  1905.    The  articles  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Coffee 

r29, 949,304 

673 

4.429 

132,626,283 

$30,864,156 

Emery  stone 

Hides 

6,814 
600 

Household  effects 

Total 

29.954.306 

82,632,697 

30,861.165 

The  apparent  discrepancy  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  was  caused  by  the  invoicing  of  shipments  of  coffee  through 
the  United  States  to  Canada. 


ARGENTINA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  review  of  the  trade  conditions  in  Argentina  for  the  year  1907 
shows  that  the  total  imports  of  that  country  in  the  year  named,  given 
in  gold  dollars  of  the  value  of  96^  United  States  cents,  were  $285,- 
860,683,  a  net  mcrease  over  the  preceding  year  of  $15,890,162.  The 
exports  were  valued  at  $296,204,369,  exceeding  those  of  1906  by 
$3,950,540.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  slightly  less 
in  1907  than  in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  exports  from  Argentina 
to  this  country  were  something  over  $2,000,000  less. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplies  twice  as  much  of  Argentina's  imports 
aj3  any  other  nation,  and  Germany  comes  next,  the  United  States 
following  considerably  behind  Germany.  The  transportation  facilities 
between  Argentina  and  the  United  States  are  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners  and  are  inadequate.  It  has  often  been  found  more  expe- 
ditious to  forward  merchandise  by  way  of  Europe  than  to  ship  direct 
to  South  America,  and  the  mail  has  been  dispatched  by  way  of  Europe 
a  good  deal  of  the  time.  Under  such  conditions  trade  can  not  be 
expected  to  increase  with  the  rapidity  that  would  follow  direct  and 
expeditious  steamship  communication. 

The  customs  returns  of  the  United  States  show  a  decline  of  over 
$3,000,000  in  the  exports  to  Argentina  in  1907  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  and  there  was  also  a  decline  in  the  imports  from  that 
country;  but  for  the  nine  months  ended  with  September,  1908,  the 
exports  were  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1907,  while 
the  imports  were  considerably  less.  Argentina  is  developing  rapidly, 
and  it  is  unfortimate  that  the  United  States  is  falling  behind  in 
exports  to  that  progressive  country,  as  was  the  case  in  1907|  while 
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the  United  Kingdom,  Grermany,  and  other  European  countries  are 
adyancing.  This  is  due  to  inadequate  steamship  communication  and 
lack  of  banking  facilities  and  other  business  conyeniences  possessed 
by  European  nations. 


REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  ABGENTINA. 

By  Oonsul-Gbnebal  Alban  G.  Sktdbr,  Bubnos  Airbs. 

The  total  imports  into  Argentiaa  during  1907  were  valued,  in  gold 
dollars  of  the  value  of  96i  United  States  cents,  at  $286,860,683,  of 
which  $102,461,672  were  free  of  duty,  an  increase  of  $16,904,317 
oyer  1906,  while  those  subject  to  duty  showed  a  decrease  of  $1,014,166, 
leaving  the  net  increase  over  1906  $16,890,162.  The  exports  in  1907 
were  valued  at  $296,204,369,  of  which  only  $1,808  were  dutiable. 
The  exports  exceeded  those  in  1906  by  $3,960,640,  leaving  a  balance 
of  trade  in  favor  of  the  coxmtry  amounting  to  $10,343,686.  The 
imports  of  gold  in  1907  amounted  to  $23,662,776,  an  increase  of 
$6,340,403  over  1906,  while  the  exports  of  gold  amounted  to  $3,133,866, 
against  $1,646,602  in  1906. 

IMPORTS,  EXPORTS,  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Argentina  according  to  prin- 
cipal countries  during  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows  [all  values 
in  this  report  are  given  in  Argentina  gold  dollars  worth  $0,966  United 
States  currency]: 


Coontrles. 


United  Statei 

Belgiom.: 

BrasU 

France 

Oeimany 

Italy...: 

United  Kingdom. 


Imports. 


1906. 


139,474,804 
13,228,040 
6,641,026 
26,744,876 
38,416,269 
24,123,636 
94,829,930 


1907. 


138,842,277 
16,896.860 
7,849,366 
26,468,026 
46,811,170 
24,003,241 
97,935,743 


Exports. 


1906. 


$13,431,676 
26,602,133 
11,891,315 
36,762,046 
30,423,066 
6,906,124 
43,224,038 


1907. 


$10,940,000 
29,692,133 
14,018,466 
37,762,046 
36,423,066 
5,219,466 
63,716,152 


Imports  from  Germany  show  a  gain  of  $7,394,911  over  1907,  and 
from  the  United  Kingdom  a  gain  of  $3,105,805,  Brazil  $1,208,330, 
and  Belgium  $3,668,810.  From  France  there  was  a  loss  of  $1,276,849 : 
from  the  United  Stat^  $632,617,  and  from  Italy,  $120,395.  Of 
the  exports  the  United  Kingdom  took  $10,492,114  more  in  1907  than 
in  the  previous  year,  while  the  United  States  took  $2,391,676  less 
than  in  1906.  The  entire  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Argentina  decreased  $3,024,297,  while  that  of  the  United  Kingdom 
increased  $13,597,919,  and  that  of  Belgium  $7,639,548.  In  the  face 
of  the  fact  that  the  United  States  is  rapidly  becoming  a  manufac- 
turing coimtry  these  figures  give  a  double  emphasis  to  the  need  of 
better  shipping,  mail,  and  banking  facilities  with  Argentina.     Such 
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shipping  facilities  with  the  United  States  as  now  exist  are  in  the 
hands  or  foreigners,  and  do  not  compare  with  those  to  Europe,  which 
are  constantly  being  improved^  while  those  to  the  United  States  W 
behind.  Even  ^ood  mail  facihties  with  the  United  States  would 
greatly  help  busmess. 


RAILROADS,  STEAMSHIPS,  AKD  AGRICULTURE. 

During  the  year  the  GoTemment  opened  114  miles  of  new  railroad, 
making  an  aggregate  of  1,837  miles  or  road  now  operated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. During  this  same  time  781  miles  of  new  lines  were  opened 
by  private  enterprise,  making  a  total  of  1,183  miles  so  operated.  The 
total  receipts  or  all  roads  were  about  $88,000,000,  and  the  profits 
about  $33,000,000,  5  per  cent  on  the  capital  invested. 

The  Government  has  contracted  with  a  private  company  for  the 
sale  of  its  Andean  line  for  $30,263,868,  which  sum  will  oe  expended 
largely  in  developing  other  railways  and  in  constructing  needed  new 
lines.  The  total  cost  of  state  railways  under  construction  aggregates 
$80,881,401,  of  which  over  $50,000,000  was  expended  m  1907. 
Under  the  new  railway  law  all  railroad  companies  accepting  its  obli- 
gations will  be  exempt  from  customs  duties  on  everything  imported 
for  construction  or  exploitation.  They  will  be  taxed  3  per  cent  on 
their  net  receipts  in  payment  for  this  privilege.  The  proceeds  of  this 
tax  are  to  be  set  apart  for  road  building. 

In  recent  years  manufacturing  has  oeen  gaining  a  firm  foothold 
in  ArgentiQa,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  1907  government  officials  inspected  42  tanneries,  7  match,  60 
clothing,  32  shoe,  43  cigar  and  cigarette,  and  33  glass  factories.  The 
advance  in  manufacturing  is  further  shown  by  the  marked  change 
from  an  excess  of  products  imported  for  direct  consumption  to  an 
excess  of  raw  materials  used  in  manufacturing,  as  follows: 


Years. 


1903 
1904 
1905 


For  direct 
consump- 
tion. 


176,745,879 
102,789,165 
104,476,548 


Raw  mate- 
rials for  man- 
ulactore. 


154,460,721 
84,516,804 
100,677,872 


Years. 


1906. 
1907. 


For  direct 

consump* 

tion. 


$122,963,247 
121,730,344 


Raw  mate- 
rials for  man- 

UftKStOTB. 


9146,967,374 
164,130,880 


During  the  year  1,644  steamships,  of  3,646,426  tons,  and  238  sailing 
vessels,  of  253,269  tons,  entered  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires.  The 
United  States  was  represented  by  6  sailing  vessels,  of  6,051  tons. 

Agriculture  is  the  main  source  of  wealth.  About  three-fifths  of  the 
value  of  the  total  exports  were  derived  from  agricultural  products. 

Industries  that  have  recently  assumed  commercial  importance  and 
give  promise  of  profitable  returns  in  the  future  are  the  silk-worm 
mdustry,  cotton  cultivation,  and  coastwise  fishing. 

According  to  figures  just  published  by  the  division  of  statistics  and 
rural  economy  of  the  ministry  of  agriculture,  the  rural  property  in 
the  provinces  of  Buenos  Aires,  Santa  Fe,  and  Cordoba  is  divided  in 
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each  case  in  practically  the  same  proportion  as  in  Buenos  Aires,  the 
division  in  which  is  as  follows  (hectare  =  2.47  acres): 


Number  of  properties. 


Sixe  in  hectares. 


Number  of  properties. 


SIxe  in  hectares. 


11,159 
12,289 
7,«18. 
6,087. 
2,868. 
4,173-, 


10  to  25. 
26  to  50. 
51  to  100. 
101  to  200. 
201  to  300. 
Ml  to  650. 


2,756 
2,1M 
1,588 
850.. 
374.. 


651  to  1,250. 
1,251  to  2,500. 
2,501  to  5,000. 
6.001  to  10,000. 
From  10,000  up. 


CHANGES   IN  THE  TABIFF — ^PATENTS   AND  TRADE-MABKS. 

Although  the  tariff  has  been  under  discussion  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  and  a  commission  was  appointed  to  stud^  modifications, 
no  changes  of  any  note  have  taken  place.  The  duties  for  the  most 
part  are  ad  valorem,  and  the  value  on  which  the  duties  of  from  6  to 
50  per  cent  are  levied  is  not  invoice  value,  as  in  the  United  States,  but 
an  arbitrary  value  established  by  law  and  revised  from  time  to  time. 

Although  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  by  the  Liga  de  Defensa 
Comerci^to  secure  changes  in  the  existing  patent  laws  and  especially 
in  the  law  on  trade-marKs,  none  were  maae.  But  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  should  realize  the  imporance  of  registering 
their  trade-marks  in  this  coimtry.  There  is  Uttle  or  no  trouble  and 
expense  in  so  registering  marks,  and  it  would  often  save  great  trouble 
and  loss. 

IMMIGRATION   AND   EMIOBATION. 

The  total  number  of  persons  entering  Argentina  in  1907  was  319,122, 
of  whom  209,103  were  immigrants  "from  over  sea"  and  48,821  immi- 
grants from  Montevideo.  The  immigrants  were  divided  into  the  fol- 
lowing nationaUties: 


Italians 90,282 

Spanish 82,606 

Russians 9,530 

TuriB 4,000 

French 4, 100 

Anstrians 3,439 

Qetmans 2,300 

British 1,650 


Americans 393 

Danes 378 

Hungarians 1, 220 

Portuguese 1,118 

Greelra 500 

Swiss 480 

Brazilians 480 

Montenegrins 450 


A  marked  feature  was  the  increase  in  the  immigration  from  Spain. 
The  total  niunber  of  emigrants  going  home  from  Argentina  was 
205,732,  due  in  part  to  low  fares  to  Europe,  the  rate  at  times  being 
as  low  as  $6. 

IBfPORTS   AND   EXPOBTS   BY   PBINCIPAL  ABTICLES. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  import 
and  export  in  1907,  their  value,  and  the  increase  or  decrease  as  com- 
Dared  with  the  trade  of  1906.  The  figures  were  compiled  by  the 
Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  Argentina  official  sources. 
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IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


Live  stock: 

Cattle 

Horses 

Sheep 

Alimentary  substances: 
Animal  prod  acts— 

Codfish 

Canned  meat 

Ham 

Condensed  milk. 

Canned  fish 

Salt  fish 


Sardines 

Fruits  and  nuts- 
Nuts 

Olives 

Plums 

Preserved  fruit. . . 
Raisins 

Condiments— 

Garlic  and  onions. 

Ketchup 

Pepper 

Sugar 

Legumes  and  cereals- 
Canned  vegetables 

Green  peppers 

Malt..!??.r. 

Rice 

Rolled  oats 

Spanish  peas 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Chocolate 

Hops 

Tea 

Biscuits  and  crackers. 

Confectionery 

Farina 

Fecula 

Starch 

Tobacco: 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Curative  specific 

Leaf 

liquors  and  other  drinks: 

Spirits 

Wines 

AU  other 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods 

Silk  goods 

Woolen  goods 

Other  fiber  products. . 
Oils: 

Cottonseed 


Lubricating 

Naphtha,  crude 

OUve 

Spirits  of  tmpentine. . 
Chemical    and    pharma- 
ceutical goods: 

Adds 

Bicarbonate  of  soda... 
Carburet  of  calcium.. . 

Caustic  soda 

Copper  sulphate 

Glucose 

Glue 

Medicated  cotton 

Patent  medicines 

Perfumery 

Photographic  plates. . 
Powder,  explosive 

Salt :. 

Soaps 

StMiine  tapers 

Wood  pulp 


Inorease(+} 

Value. 

or  de- 

crease (-). 

$1,372,638 

-  196,861 

22g,815 

-  143,969 

387,382 

-  166,226 

458,819 

-   45,650 

42,349 

-   30,345 

174,076 

-   49,202 

49,092 

+   11,802 

381,683 

-   73,527 

104,906 

-   18,949 

1,818,277 

-   6,789 

785,098 

-   41,245 

380,478 

+   41,751 

270,853 

-   18,220 

72,991 

+   17,395 

92,656 

-   11,546 

161,769 

-   61,460 

113,529 

-   80,480 

203,827 

-   6,671 

201,194 

-   12,710 

2,845,920 

+2,701,468 

135,969 

+   15,499 

84,091 

+   20,773 

818,716 

+  109,235 

1,907,179 

-  100,106  ! 

28,271 

+   6,603 

114,887 

+   9,759 

272,631 

+   59,117 

1,182,673 

+   78,713 

181,063 

+   3,720 

98,616 

-   34,053 

771,197 

-   11,347 

52,857 

+   15,826 

346,055 

+   23,704 

112,199 

+   14,867 

130,268 

+   11,945 

76,967 

-   25,148 

49,706 

+   5,631 

1,075,606 

+  239,274 

2,197,744 

-  ^?'2Si 

1,682,128 

+   31,882 

2,417,921 

-   47,603 

9,614,031 

+  806,099 

12,633,739 

+  839,700  i 

27,288,498 

-4,382,131 

3,591,641 

-  109,781 

9,589,073 

-1,105,964 

6,863,979 

-1,198,972 

115,236 

+   6,032 

125,917 

6,782 

1,856,073 

+  162,702 

1,486,512 

-   10,533 

768,276 

-   75,618 

2,524,890 

+   85,627 

221,661 

-   20,620 

677,687 

+  129,972 

46,630 

183 

324,568 

+  100,797 

181,925 

-   2,682 

86,980 

-   27,649 

120,273 

-   80,173 

80,060 

-    7,640 

78,615 

+   78,515 

1,622,465 

+  830,617 

887,896 

-   39,064 

72,622 

-   14,841 

890,>342 

-  102,700 

840,975 

-    1,432 

237,166 

-   29,832 

2X^.^A 

+   36.370 

666,822 

+   47,316 

dyes, 

Anil&e.. 

Inks- 
Printing 

Writing 

Paints- 
Ill  powder 

Pr^Mtfed 

Pencils 

Varnishes 

Wood,  and  manufaotures 
of: 

Cork 

Oak 

Staves  and  casks 

Walnut— 

In  boards , 

Veneering 

Boxes 

Furniture 

Handles,  various 

Musical  instruments- 
Pianos 

Other 

RefrigeratorB 

Smoldng  pipes 

Trucks 

Straw  hats 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Albums , 

Bags 

Blotting  paper 

Book  paper 

Boxes,  cardboard 

Cardboard , 

Cigarette  paper 

Collars,  cims,  etc 

Envelopes 


Lithograph  paper. . . . 
Maps,  charts,  pictures. 

Music  paper 

News-print  paper 

Sandpaper 

Tags 

Tapestry  paper 

Tissue  paper 

Wrapping  paper 

Writing  paper 

Leather,    and   manufao- 
turesof: 

Footwear 

Gloves 

Hides  and  skins, 
cured— 

Calf 

Lamb 

Morocco  and  other 
goat 

Sheep 

Portfolios  and  cigar 


Sole  leather 

Valises,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Axes  and  adses 

Bathtubs 

Boilers 

Buckets,  galvanised.. 

Butts 

Chains 

Cutlery 

Files 

Firearms 

Galvanized  iron 

Hoop  iron 

Iron  billets 

Kitchen  utensils 

Lathes 

Locks 

Machinery  and  parts . 


$132,037 

48,4^8 
44,481 

234,178 


68,660 
297,060 


299,493 
67,389 
690,150 

81,703 
88,496 
146,765 
1,996,362 
85,264 

747,606 
224,416 
29,930 
63,937 
64,619 
172,419 


22,411 

14,680 

61,400 

812,617 

46,603 

402,764 

169,782 

67,280 

176,127 

617,651 

100,694 

20,144 

783,160 

16,871 

62,814 

172,131 

63,636 

48,186 

433,080 


305,706 
128,322 


240,760 
816,620 


62,908 

88,945 
161,320 
27,587 


167,726 
122,160 
460,487 
44.745 
166,274 
127.438 
888,606 
189.797 
681,477 

4,909,712 
213,161 

8,231,896 

664,906 

68,468 

218.879 

7,702,664 


—  $22,206 

-  1,067 
+   11,736 


31,301 
6,906 
7,637 

47^661 


-  18,612 

-  26,786 
+  118,906 


0,641 

25,897 

66,711 

828,058 

23,966 

42,362 
15,606 
9,618 
6^195 
29,280 
86,128 


2,814 
83 

61$ 

231,906 

1,148 

26,578 

328 

4,088 

1,872 

21,092 

24,282 

7,610 

160,8a 

6,970 

24,211 

20,040 


-        1,772 
+      94,116 


+      47,667 
-      24,016 


-  46»aQ8 

-  8>486 

-  106,882 

-  ll,0tt 

+  6,718 

+  89,204 

-  0,214 


-  16,880 

-  0,416 
+  26,082 

-  86,426 
+  89,866 

-  79,000 

-  71,687 

-  6,007 

-  128.476 
-1,161,466 

-  28,877 

-  626,080 

-  182,684 
+  216 
+  86.424 
+  108,180 
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IMPORTS-Continaed. 


Arttolet. 


Value. 


IiicnaM(-(-) 
orde- 


Iron  and  steel,  and  maxm- 
factoree  of— Continued. 

Motors 

Nails 

Needles 

Poeketknives 

Pumps 

Rods 

Saddlery  hardware . . . 

Saws 

Screws  and  nuts ' 

Sewing  machines i 

Steel  biUets I 

Stoves 

Shears 

Tools 

Tubing 

Typewriters 

Wire  cloth 

Writing  pens 

Other  metals,  and  manu- 
fujturesof: 

Cartridge  shells 

Copper  ingots 

Gas   and   light  fix- 
tures   

iDStruments,  mathe- 
matical and  optical. 

Lead 

Ornaments  and 

trinkets 

Tin- 
Ingots 

Plate  goods 

Tubing,  copper  and 

brass 

Watches  and  docks... 
Wire,  copper 

zinc....:.vr. 


Agricultural  sue 
Binding  twine. 

Drills  and  seeders 

Harrows 

Plows  and  parts 

Rakes 

Reapers 

Sacks  and  sackcloth. 
Seed,  all  kinds 


$1,246,578 

_ 

$163,580 

»7,2fi0 

+ 

71,376 

58,063 

+ 

14,975 

60,816  !+ 

12,480 

478,716  ,+ 

97,871 

266,451  - 

251,549  1 

51,198  1- 

1,312 

91,506  '+ 

27,480 

1,688,078  ;- 

304,747 

650,042 

219,433 

167,032 

— 

34,855 

832,166 

+ 

180,991 

116,575 

+ 

116,575 

517,339 

— 

128,827 

207,268 

+ 

192,635 

76,809 

— 

4,397 

213,727  + 

35,467 

45,524 

"" 

1,212 

199,445 

+ 

5,868 

321,262 

+ 

129,095 

334,500 

+ 

5,906 

127,362 

+ 

635| 

492,355 

+ 

48,838' 

663,824 

- 

546,622 

180,388 

— 

17,476  ' 

605,478 

— 

91,229 

198,660 

+ 

24,843 

1,319,027 

— 

802,061 

59,035 

— 

134,666 

705,806 

+ 

382,091 

2,731,133 

+ 

847,008 

264,836 

— 

161,724 

82,896  - 

25,624 

1,273,433  - 

344,934 

122,385  1- 

10,367 

1,225,828  - 

620,375 

6,607,078  +  2,049,629  ' 

4,984,780 

+  1,113,970 

Articles. 


Agricultural    rappllee— 
Continued. 

Shovels,  spades,  hoes. 

Thrashers 

Vehicles  and  accessories: 

Automobiles 

Axles 

Cars,  railway 

Launches 

Locomotives 

Sleepers— 

Stoel 

Wood 

Steel  rails  and  plates.. 

Tramways- 
Coaches 

Materials 

Wagons  and  carriages. 

Wheels  and  aides 

Coal: 

Stone,  earth  and  glass: 

Crude 

Manufootures  of 

Building  material 

Electri(»tl  goods: 

Carbons 

Dynamos  and  motors. 

Insulators 

Lamps— 

Arc 

Incandescent 

Telegraph  material. . . 

Telephone  apparatus. 

Wire 

Unclassified       manuftM- 
tures: 

Apothecary's  supplies 

Bridee  materials 

Brushes 

Buttons 

CeUulold 

Combs 

Coney  wool 

Qutta-percha 

Mining  materials 

Ranch  supplies 

Rubber  tubes 

Toys 

Writing  material 


Value. 


$287,371 
687,331 

782,620 
279,237 

8,897,153 
563,346 

8,067,454 

7,972,111 

33,416 

12,235,731 

775,162 
501,968 
860,602 
741,053 
16,396,162 

960,700 
3,277,690 
23,020,393 

39,649 
454,339 
90,300 

84,233 
87,489 
146,295 
47,666 
1,970,648 


608,398 
871,983 
119,603 
392,831 
122,429 
157,540 
213,558 
289,730 
80,932 
374,810 
189,015 
604,320 
114,464 


Increaie(4-) 
orde- 


I 


+  $240 

-  1,125,360 

+  296,974 
+  34,424 
+  4,945,379 
+  183,060 
+  3,676,084 

+  3,680,162 
96,664 
+      943,706 

+  132,087 

-  217,388 

-  196,612 

-  178,383 
+  18,678 

-  407,687 
+  112,811 
+  1,018,606 

16,719 
+  7,586 
+        10,690 

+         6,437 

3,907 

+       90,047 

16,715 

+      179,124 


29,674 

139,633 

22 

1,682 

36,861 

9,742 

54,732 

6,480 

21,612 

260,129 

12,798 

13,757 

10,668 


EXPORTS. 


livestock:  I 

CatUo 

Horses 

Mules 

Sheep 

Animal  products,  crude: 

Bristles 

Frozen  meats- 
Beef 

Mutton 

Other 

Hides  and  skins 

Horns 

Jerked  beef i 

Tongue,  preserved 

Wool,  unwashed I 

Animal   products  elabo-  1 
rated:  I 

Beef  broth 

Casein ' 

Glycerine i 

Olfc 

I 


$2,062,390 
299,220 
290,640 
331,701 

1,280,122 

13,822,162 
5,582,781 
450,198 
17,996,570 
157,738 
1,178,056  + 
227,119  '  + 
59,252,949  + 


107,789 
407,044 
100,053 
70,633 


4-  $386,245 

4-  31,085 

-  347,010 
+  16,342 

+   36,310 

-  i,668,735 
+  191,726 
+   49,923 

-  3,207,561 
22,169 

581,413 
135,919 
850,177 


37,176  , 
209,182  I 
39,094 
78,721  1 


Animal  products  elabo- 
rated—Continued. 

Lard 

Meat  extract 

Oleomargarine 

Preserved  meats 

Sheepskins,  cured ... 

Tallow 

Residue  animal  products. , 
Agricultural  products: 

Barley 

Birdseed 

.Bran  and  middlings. . 

Com 

Flax 

Hay 

Oats 

Oilseed  cake 

Wheat 

Forest  products 

Mine  products 

Products  of  chase 


$1,214,173 

1,791,574 

447,694 

159,477 

140,692 

4,80('),835 

1,732,356 

110,209 

1,145,945 

4,552,332 

29,  r^,  979 

36,081,221 

769,505 

3,593,397 

242,248 

82,727,747 

5,342,357 

505,039 

829,559 


-  $547,067 

+  949,432 

+  104,257 

+  33,669 

+  129,416 

-f-  1,324,309 

4-  304,633 


+  90,279 
+  319,191 
+  1,302,444 
-23,711,708 
+10,165,360 
I-  399,584 
+  2,476,213 
!-  25,586 
1+16,106,566 
^-  579,603 
+  291,223 
-      208,941 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


Including  all  articles  not  mentioned  the  total  imports  were  in  value 
$285,860,683,  and  the  exports  $296,204,369.  The  net  increase  in 
imports  of  nearly  $16,000,000  was  due  to  the  larger  importation 
of  liquors,  paper,  furniture,  agricultural  implements,  buildmg  mate- 
rial, railway  cars  and  coaches,  wagons,  locomotives,  steel  railway 
sleepers,  and  railway  material  in  general.  The  importation  of  food 
articles  also  increased  considerabfy;  but  there  was  a  falling  oflF  to 
the  amoimt  of  $6,796,848  in  textiles  and  similar  manufectures. 
owing  to  the  increased  development  of  Argentine  industries  devotea 
to  the  production  of  silk,  woolen,  and  cotton  goods.  The  importa- 
tion of  sugar  increased  largely,  owing  to  the  partial  failure  of  the 
Tucuman  cane  crop. 

LEADING  COUNTRIES   AND  ARTICLES   FIGUBING  IN   EXPORT  TRADE. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  export 
from  Argentina  in  1907,  to  each  of  seven  countries  which  lead  in  the 
trade  of  that  coimtry. 


Articles. 


Cattie number. 

Horses do... 

Sheep do... 

Frozen  meat: 

Beef tons. 

Mutton do... 

Pork kilos. 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow tons. 

Horse kilos. 

Goat do... 

Sheep tons. 

Wool do... 

Salted  beef do... 

Bones do... 

Tallow do... 

Qrease do... 

Oats do... 

Flax do... 

Com do... 

Hay do... 

Wheat do... 

Flour,  wheat do. . . 

Bran do... 

Quebracho: 

Bark do... 

Extract do. . . 

Otter  skins kilos. 


United 
states. 


438 
37,706 


706,965 

11,943 

90,096 

766,940 

576 

7,064 


12,761 


1,778 
31 
17 

3,763 


2 

17,168 
17,733 
12,183 


Belgium. 


42 
246 


719,005 

10,318 
12,297 
22,654 
157 
19,046 


783 


31,288 
101,791 
115,104 
4,227 
244,307 
1,781 
20,327 


490 
22,412 


Brasn. 


2,621 
1,228 


112 


6,973 


36 

700 

8 

663 

8,709 

25,632 

225,849 

118,331 

3,195 


152 


Franoe. 


Ger- 
many. 


85 


73,894 

2,115 

120 

504,495 

19,302 

63,820 


117,415 

14,021 

1,112,265 

28,388 

961 

37,014 


3,782 


385 

6,974 

31,820 

69,236 

227 

43,110 

100 

4,390 


161 
316 


42 


106 


2,220 
11,267 
138,793 
67,485 
300 
107,568 
705 
164,506 

15,960 

1,736 

362,434 


Italy. 


480 
28 


626 

12 

434,517 

3,640 


1,417 
1,469 
2,053 


143 
47 
2,586 
10,249 
7,444 
9,919 
2,425 
18,426 


6,494 
1,447 


United 
King- 
dom. 


131,416 
69,462 
73,976 

1,658 


911 

1,496 

15,895 

17 

2,778 

2,423 

16,736 

22,834 

114,008 

184,150 

2,915 

244,877 

1,215 

3,632 

175,004 
6,103 


The  largest  purchasers  of  raw  material  for  manufacture  were 
Germanv,  the  United  States,  France,  and  Belgium,  while  for  food 
stuffs  the  United  Kingdom,  Brazil,  Germany,  ana  Belgium  were 
in  the  lead. 
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FAYOBABLE   BALANCE — ^LABGE  FEB  CAPITA  FOREIGN  TBADE. 

In  the  foUowinff  table  are  given  the  population,  the  imports,  the 
exports,  and  the  balance  of  trade  in  faTor  of  or  against  Argentina 
for  every  fifth  year  since  1865: 


Years. 

Popula- 

i 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Excess  ex- 
ports (+)  or 
imports  (-). 

1865 

1870 

1875 

1880 

1885 

1890 

1895 

1900 

1     1,..S7,]01 

;     l,^v:,nl5 

'    2,1. 1.(39 

2,lo  ^ 

2,          11 

3           80 

,    3,          11 

: 1    4,.  1-    42 

$30,284,306 
4t),i:M,(.13 

67J.LM,4S1 

4V.r..;o,,-SO 
C             60 
1^             il2 
C            38 
1]             69 
2C             20 
2E            83 

$2ti,l2n.-340 
31),  22.-1.  («4 
62,  (M  fit.  1.13 

&^,  list.  787 
&-!,S7'M.00 

10o,MS,-)93 
12n:()*;7,790 
15'1,»;(K),-U2 
322,s.i:i,S41 
29<..jni,.«9 

-  $4,157,866 

-  18,901,529 

-  6,615,368 
+  12,844,907 

-  8,342,869 

-  41,421,819 
+  24,971,352 
+  41,115,343 

1905 

1907 

6,Jll    74 

5,    1      06 

+117,689,421 
+  10,343,686 

The  smallest  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  Argentina  since  1894 
was  that  for  the  year  1907.  The  most  noteworthy  thing  in  connec- 
tion with  the  foreign  commerce  is  the  large  total  of  imports  and 
exports  in  comparison  with  the  population.  The  imports  amounted 
to  $51.5(X  per  capita  and  the  exports  to  $53.40. 


SUPPLEMENTARY   REPORT. 

LABOR    OONDmONS,   LAND    UNDEB    CULTIVATION,   AND    GENEBAL    IN- 

FOBMATION. 

[The  following  report  was  made  up  from  material  furnished  in  part 
by  Consul-General  Snyder,  and  from  reports  of  British  consuls,  and 
from  other  sources. — ^B.  of  M.] 

In  the  42  tanneries  inspected  by  the  (Jovemment  during  the  year 
1.500  workmen  were  employed,  most  of  whom  worked  by  the  day, 
tne  wages  running  from  $2  to  $7  per  day  in  Argentina  currency 
($1  =  43  cents  gold).  Twenty-four  of  these  tanneries  use  machinery 
and  mainly  treat  fresh  hides  secured  from  the  freezing  and  preserving 
establishments.  In  the  match  factories  inspected  the  wages  vary 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  work,  the  maximum  being  $6  per  day. 
A  good  many  women  and  children  are  employed  in  nearly  all  of  these 
factories.  In  the  clothing  factories  the  wages  vary  widely.  All  but 
three  of  the  factories  require  eight  hours  a  day,  two  requiring  nine 
hours  and  one  eight  and  a  haB.  The  average  wages  paid  m  the 
Alpargata  factories  are  $3.50  for  men,  $1.62  for  women,  and  children  in 
proportion.  In  the  cigar  and  cigarette  factories  the  salaries  range  from 
$85  to  $150  per  month.  Cigars  are  made  by  men,  who,  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  work,  seldom  earn  more  than  $2.50  for  nine  hours' 
work,  while  cigarette  makers  frequently  earn  $6  per  day.  In  the  33 
glass  factories  inspected  during  the  year  nearly  all  employees  worked 
at  a  fixed  salary  or  by  the  day,  only  one  factory  receiving  piecework. 
Four  men  working  overtime  can  make  about  800  bottles  a  dav  and 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  a  himdred.  (Rates  are  given  in  Argen- 
tine currency.) 
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The  Argentine  Congress  passed  a  law  in  1907  which  stipulates  that 
women  and  children  shall  not  work  over  certain  hours  in  factories 
and  workshops,  and  prescribes  conditions  for  carrying  on  such  work. 
Children  under  16  years  of  age  shall  not  work  over  eignt  hours  a  day, 
nor  women  more  than  forty-eight  hours  a  week.  Women  and  children 
are  not  to  begin  work  before  6  in  the  morning  nor  work  after  9  at 
night,  nor  are  they  to  be  employed  in  factories  where  dangerous  or 
mmealthy  work  is  carried  on.  Tnere  are  various  other  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  women  and  children 
work. 

During  the  year  there  were  224  strikes  that  were  settled  and  30 
were  stiU  pencfing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  strikers  were  imsuc- 
cessful  in  101  cases.  One  of  the  largest  strikes  was  against  the  class 
of  boarding  houses  provided  for  workmen.  As  a  means  of  settling 
that  strike  the  Grovemment  determined  upon:  the  erection  of  dwelling 
houses,  and  the  comer  stone  of  the  first  series  was  laid  early  in  the 
year  by  the  President  and  mayor  of  Buenos  Aires. 

Statistics  show  that  the  losses  from  fires  in  Buenos  Aires,  the 
capital,  are  on  the  iacrease.  In  1905  insurance  paid  on  fiires  aggre- 
gated $16,431,809,  and  in  1906  it  reached  $25,668,734.  The  figures 
For  1907  were  not  available  at  the  time  this  was  written. 

LAND  tJNDEB   CULTIVATION  AND  CHOPS   IN   1908. 

The  areas  sowed  in  various  cereals,  as  furnished  from  ojQSicial 
sources,  for  the  harvest  of  1907-8,  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  14,781,700 
acres;  corn,  7,285,000  acres;  linseed,  3,089,000  acres;  and  oats, 
553,000  acres.  These  were  the  leading  crops.  Barley,  sugar  cane, 
potatoes,  peanuts,  fruits,  and  various  other  things  are  cultivated, 
though  to  a  less  extent  than  the  cereals  quoted.  The  total  land  under 
cultivation  amounts  to  some  14,000,000  hectares  (hectare  =■  2.47 
acres).  Wheat  leads  in  the  exports,  com  comes  second,  and  linseed 
third.  The  production  of  wheat  in  1904-5  was  4,102,500  tons,  and 
in  1906-7  was  4,245,434  tons,  of  which  2,700,000  tons  were  exported. 
The  crop  of  com  was  the  largest  in  1906,  amounting  to  4,951,000  tons, 
but  it  fell  in  1907  to  1,823,000,  of  which  1,300,000  tons  were  exported. 
There  was  an  increase  of  some  5  per  cent  in  wheat  and  linseed  in  the 
areas  sown  in  1907  over  1906,  and  in  oats  there  was  an  increase  of  40 
per  cent. 

According  to  official  figures  the  area  of  land  sown  this  year  (1908) 
with  wheat,  linseed,  and  oats  exceeds  that  of  last  year  bv  11  per  cent 
in  the  aggregate,  but  the  percentage  has  been  raised  chiefly  by  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  area  sown  to  oats  in  the  province  of  Buenos 
Aires,  no  less  than  580,000  hectares  having  been  devoted  to  that 
crop.  In  all  the  other  provinces  and  the  territories  only  about 
60,000  hectares  were  sown  with  oats.  The  area  of  flax-growing  land 
is  about  10  per  cent  greater  than  in  1907,  while  that  of  wheat  has 
increased  by  only  5  per  cent.  The  total  areas  are:  Wheat,  6,066,100 
hectares;  flax  (for  tne  seed  only,  no  use  being  made  of  the  straw), 
1,535,300  hectares;  and  oats,  633,300  hectares.  Agriculture,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  stimulated  by  the  operation  of  the  new  railroad  law, 
under  which  the  railroads  are  taxed  3  per  cent  upon  their  profits,  to 
be  employed  in  the  maintenance  of  roads. 
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The  division  of  statistics  estimated  that  the  wheat  crop  for  1908 
would  be  6,000,000  tons;  Hnseed,  1,400,000  tons;  and  oats,  nearly 
1,000,000  tons.  Deducting  1,500,000  tons  of  wheat  for  home  con- 
sumption there  will  be  4,500,000  tons  available  for  exportation. 
The  exportation  of  butter  is  increasing,  and  up  to  October  the  exports 
of  1907  have  been  exceeded  by  20,000  cases.  Sheepskins*  &lso  show 
an  increase  of  8,300  bales. 

A   PBOSPEROUS   TEAR — NO  HIGH   FARMING MACHINERY. 

The  1908  season  has  been  most  prosperous.  Wheat,  linseed,  and 
oats  were  estimated  to  give  large  returns,  but  the  prospects  for  the 
com  harvest  were  not  so  good.  The  United  Kingdom  is  the  market 
for  Argentina  wheat  and  com,  Brazil  for  the  flour,  and  Germany  for  the 
linseed.  Oats  are  exported  to  Belgiiim,  United  Kingdom,  and  Ger- 
many. The  methods  of  agriculture  in  vogue  are  of  an  imscientific 
type.  There  is  no  rotation  of  crops  and  no  high  farming.  No 
manure  nor  fertilizers  are  used.  The  ploughing  as  a  rule  is  very 
shallow;  the  furrow  made  is  broad,  and  is  made  with  ordinary  or 
disc  plows,  often  of  several  furrows.  It  is  no  imusual  thing  to  see 
half  a  dozen  horses  to  a  plow  going  aver  the  groimd  at  a  trot. 
The  soil  is  not  worked  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ^et  the 
seed  in.  Reapers,  binders,  headers,  and  strippers  are  all  used  m  har- 
vestinjg.  The  straw  is  seldom  made  use  of  even  when  cut.  The 
grain  is  thrashed  in  the  field  by  thrashers  who  travel  round  the  country, 
and  the  chaff  and  straw  are  burned.  Lately  a  fair  number  of  harvest- 
ers, some  AustraUan  and  Canadian,  have  been  used.  These  cut, 
thitish,  and  bag  the  grain  in  one  operation.  The  bagged  grain  is 
stored  either  in  the  field  or  at  a  railway  station  in  piles,  more  or  less 
covered  with  tarpaulins.  The  farmer  has  no  bams,  nor  are  there  any 
country  elevators.  These  piles  at  railway  stations  rest  on  boards  to 
avoid  the  damp  from  the  soil.  The  harvest  seasons  are  somewhat  as 
follows:  September  to  November,  sheep  shearing;  December  to  Feb- 
ruary, wheat,  linseed,  and  oats;  February  to  April,  com.  Laborers 
come  from  Europe  in  large  numbers  durmg  these  months,  reap  the 
harvest,  and  return  to  Europe.  In  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  the 
maximum  vield  of  wheat  has  been  2,500  kilos  per  hectare  (kilo  — 2J 
pounds;  1  hectare  -»  2.47  acres),  and  the  average  1,000  kilos  per  hec- 
tare. All  the  wheat  that  is  grown  is  over  80  kilos  per  hectoUter  (1 
hectoliter  =■  2.75  bushels),  and  much  of  it  over  85.  The  average  yield 
of  oats  has  been  2,000  kilos  per  hectare. 

BICE   CULTIVATION — COTTON — FORBSTBY — MINING. 

Rice  is  cultivated  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  production  in 
1907  was  about  13,000,000  kilos  (1  kilo  =  2i  pounds).  The  climato 
and  soil  of  some  parte  of  the  RepubUc  are  very  good  for  rice  growing, 
the  rainfall  being  fair  and  numerous  streams  affording  f acihties  for 
irrigation.  But  considerable  rice  was  imported,  reaching  from 
22,000,000  to  26,000,000  tons  annually.  Clean  rice  comes  largely 
from  Italy,  while  rice  in  the  husk  is  mainly  imported  from  British  pos- 
sessions. The  tariff  on  imported  rice  is  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a 
fixed  tariff  value  of  $25  gold  per  ton  for  rice  m  husk  and  $80  gold  per 
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ton  for  cleaned  rice.  In  1907  there  were  imported  15,000  tons  of 
rice  in  husk  and  21,000  tons  of  shelled  rice.  Local  rice  is  of  an  inferior 
(juality  to  the  imported  article,  owin^  to  the  use  of  bad  seed.  There 
is  a  OTeat  deal  ot  land  suitable  for  nee  still  available  at  low  prices. 
The  farmers  are,  as  a  rule,  tenants  on  a  short  lease  of  seldom  more 
than  four  years.    The  rent  is  usually  a  percentage  of  the  crop. 

The  British  consul  says  in  his  report  that  'Hhe  machinery  t^ed  in 
agriculture  generally  comes  from  tne  United  States." 

The  idea  of  handling  grain  in  bulk  through  elevators  is  gaining 

f  round.  The  immense  forests  in  the  north,  while  not  regula^d  and 
ttle  exploited  at  present,  contain  a  great  wealth,  only  awaiting  the 
opening  of  railways  and  other  means  of  commimication.  Quebracho, 
used  in  tanning,  is  practically  the  only  wood  exported  at  this  time. 
Pine  is  largely  imported  from  the  United  States.  While  mineral 
resources  are  evident,  great  care  should  be  observed  in  entering  into 
relations  with  some  of  the  various  exploiting  companies.  Lack  of 
communication  makes  it  difficult  to  acquire  information  on  the  min- 
eral resources  of  the  coimtry. 

COAL  IMPOBTBD — OIL  AND  SUOAB — NEW   BUILDINOS — WHALES. 

• 

Coal  has  never  been  found  in  paying  quantities,  and  while  reports 
have  lately  been  received  of  oil  strikes  m  the  south,  Uttle  information 
is  obtainaole  on  the  subject  at  present.  Li  the  course  of  boring  for 
water  at  Comodoro  Rivadavia  a  deposit  of  petroleum  was  struck. 
Samples  have  been  tested  and  have  been  foimd  to  be  good  for  heating. 
This  discovery,  it  is  thought,  will  assist  in  the  development  of  the  far 
south,  so  much  neglectedhitherto. 

The  production  of  sugar  was  109^000  tons.  But  the  amount  re- 
quired for  local  consumption  is  estmaated  at  160,000  tons,  so  that 
41,000  tons  of  sugar  will  nave  to  be  imported  to  make  iip  the  shortage. 
During  1907  some  16,000  tons  of  sugar  were  imported. 

The  fuel  used  in  almost  all  factories  is  coal  imported  from  the 
United  Ejbogdom.  The  value  of  the  2,260.000  tons  or  coal  so  imported 
was  an  important  item  in  the  total  of  the  ibritish  trade  with  Argentina. 

There  is  no  differential  duty  in  favor  of  any  country.  The  British 
consul-general  in  his  report  for  1907  states  that  ''no  British  business 
man  who  has  come  to  this  country,  knowing  his  business  and  deter- 
mined to  push  it,  has  been  disappointed  with  the  result  obtained." 

It  is  estunated  that  $80,000,000  worth  of  buildings  were  erected  in 
the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  during  the  year.  The  use  of  steel  girders 
and  columns  in  buildings  is  noticeable.  The  material  is  usually 
Belgian  or  American. 

Whale  fishing  seems  to  have  been  fairly  profitable  in  1907,  the 

frincipal  company  paying  16  per  cent  dividend  plus  a  handsome  bonus, 
t  is  reported  that  during  the  year  321  whales  were  caught,  and  that 
the  total  output  of  oil  was  2,000  tons  and  of  whalebone  13  tons. 
The  fishing  industry  is  growing,  and  the  catch  in  1907  was  9,667 
metric  tons.  It  is  said  tnat  fish  are  abundant  at  no  great  distance 
from  Buenos  Aires,  the  best  market. 
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NEW  BLEYATOBS — ^LIVE   STOCK — ^DRESSED  MEATS. 

A  company  has  been  formed  called  the  Buenos  Aires  Cereal  Asso- 
ciation^ which  has  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a  grain  option 
market.  The  company  has  the  right  to  erect  32  elevators  in  the 
province  of  Buenos  Aires,  10  to  be  erected  within  the  year  1908. 

All  food  products  of  animal  origin  coming  into  the  country,  and 
more  especially  hams,  bacon,  etc.,  oefore  bemg  admitted,  have  to  be 
examined  and  passed  by  a  food  inspector.  Such  products  must  also 
be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  regarding  the  conditions  imder  which 
they  were  prepared. 

Argentina  continues  to  afford  an  excellent  market  for  the  best  class 
of  blooded  live  stock  of  all  kinds.  At  the  annual  sale  of  two-year-old 
racing  stock  held  in  October,  1907,  the  average  price  of  344  animals 
sold  was  $2,725. 

There  is  also  considerable  demand  for  poultry,  geese,  ducks,  and 
turkeys  of  good  strains.  Either  because  the  stock  deteriorate  when 
bred  m  this  country,  or  because  the  number  of  persons  who  wish  to 
improve  their  stock  is  increasing,  there  is  always  a  demand  in  Argen- 
tina for  thoroughbred  stock.  Several  successful  shipments  of  live 
stock  were  made  to  Chile  at  the  end  of  1907. 

An  Italian  expert  reporting  on  Argentina's  cattle  trade  says  that 
prices  tend  to  increase.  For  instance,  in  January,  1905,  a  beer  of  the 
so-called  "special  quaUty"  could  be  bought  for  about  $67,  while  in 
December,  1906,  $96  was  charged,  and  in  April,  1907,  the  same  animal 
cost  from  $101  to  $115. 

During  the  year,  931,048  cattle,  2,761,696  sheep,  and  12,261  hogs 
were  slaughtered  in  the  various  freezing  establishments  of  this  coun- 
try. Nine  per  cent  of  the  cattle  were  killed  owing  to  tuberculosis,  it 
is  said,  and  45,554  sheep  out  of  a  total  of  about  3,000,000  examined 
were  condemned  as  suffering  from  tick. 

The  leading  feature  of  the  export  trade  for  1907  was  a  diminution 
in  the  exporte  of  frozen  beef,  and  consequently  of  hides.  The  heavy 
fall  in  the  price  of  hides  retarded  exports  during  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  year. 

LIFE   IN  THE   COUNTRY — TEMPEBATUBE — ^RESTRICTED  CREDIT. 

Except  in  the  capitals,  life  in  the  provinces  is  simple  and  little  has 
been  done  toward  aevelopment.  The  population  of  the  whole  coun- 
try district  is  sparse,  and  in  much  of  the  Andean  country,  and  of  the 
territories  both  north  and  south,  the  climatic  or  soil  conditions  will 
never  admit  of  anything  like  a  dense  population.  Much  has  been 
done  in  the  north  with  the  cultivation  or  sugar,  cutting  of  timber, 
breeding  of  cattle,  and  the  mining  of  copper;  in  the  west  with  the 
cultivation  of  vines,  and  in  the  south  with  the  breeding  of  sheep,  and 
much  can  still  be  done  on  the  same  and  on  other  lines.  In  Buenos 
Aires  the  alterations  of  temperature  are  very  considerable  and  sudden. 
In  the  end  of  December  (about  midsummer)  there  was  a  severe  hail- 
storm, and  about  the  same  time  a  sharp  frost  was  experienced  around 
the  city  and  in  many  parts  of  the  provmce  of  Buenos  Aires. 
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The  most  important  features  in  business  during  1907  were  the 
restriction  of  credit,  the  loss  of  a  large  part  of  the  maize  croj),  the 
enormously  increased  cultivation  of  oats,  and  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
wool.  Some  of  the  banks  in  the  country  were  obliged  to  suspend 
payment,  and  the  failures  of  the  year  involved  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  in  the  preceding  year.  Kents  of  land  and  of  houses  have 
increased  all  over  the  country. 

A  fact  worthy  of  notice  is  that  the  import  trade  in  1907  of  duty- 
free articles,  such  as  railway  material,  agricultural  machinery,  etc., 
which  may  be  considered  capital,  was  $17,000,000  more  than  in  1906, 
while  duty-paying  articles,  such  as  foodstuffs,  clothes,  and  jewelry, 
were  $1,000,000  less  than  in  1906. 

The  population  of  the  republic  is  estimated  at  about  6,000,000  and 
that  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires  at  1,126,000. 

RAILWAYS    AND    PUBLIC    ROADS — BANKRUPTCIES — ^FREE    ZONE    AT    LA 

PLATA. 

Large  extensions  and  improvements  are  being  made  at  Bahia 
Blanca,  and  extensions  of  railway  lines  are  being  carried  on  every- 
where by  the  Government  and  by  public  companies.  According  to 
official  returns  at  the  end  of  1907,  the  nonstate  railways  in  the  country 
owned  freight  cars  with  a  capacity  of  1,016,700  tons.  The  extension 
of  the  Pacific  line  so  as  to  connect  with  Bahia  Blanca  will  aflFord  a 
new  outlet  for  the  produce  of  the  western  part  of  the  repubUc. 

A  concession  was  granted  in  June,  1908,  to  the  Southern  Railway 
Company  for  the  construction  of  nine  branches  and  extensions  of  the 
total  aggregate  length  of  826  miles,  the  most  important  and  one  of 
those  which  is  required  to  be  first  completed  being  the  extension  of 
the  Neuquen  line  to  the  Chilean  frontier  in  the  Cordillera. 

The  public  roads  through  the  country  are  mere  tracks,  but  by  the 
new  railway  law  a  certain  amount  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  railway 
companies  is  to  be  devoted  to  improving  those  roads  which  give 
access  to  the  lines. 

The  bankruptcies  for  the  year  1907  involved  $42,000,000,  almost 
double  those  of  1906.  This  was  ascribed  to  stock-exchange  specula- 
tions in  1906  and  the  restriction  of  credit  imposed  by  the  banks. 
Lotteries  are  authorized,  and  in  1907  issued  $33,400,000  in  paper. 

An  important  item  or  expenditure  authorized  w^  $4,866,()00  on 
barracks  in  the  capital  and  provinces  for  the  soldiers. 

Great  hopes  are  founded  on  a  law  of  Congress,  recently  passed, 
which  gives  the  national  executive  power  to  fix  a  free  zone  in  the 
port  of  La  Plata.  The  national  finance  minister  has  in  consequence 
appointed  a  committee  with  a  mission  entrusted  to  it  of  advising  as 
to  the  best  site  and  other  technical  data. 

Bids  for  the  construction  and  exploitation  of  two  underground 
roads  in  Buenos  Aires  were  opened  in  May.  Only  bids  for  the  con- 
struction were  received  and  none  for  the  exploitation. 

spmrrs  consumed — ^rope  factobt — grain  for  export — ^rosario 

IMPROVEMENTS COTTON  PRODUCT. 

The  British  consul  at  Rosario,  in  his  report  for  1907,  states  that  the 
quantity  of  coal  imported  at  that  port  during  the  year  was  351,061 

Digitized  by  V^JiOO^lt!^ 


COMMEBCB  AND  INDUSTRIES  OF   ABGENTINA.  297 

tons.  The  consumption  of  beer  and  whisky  is  large,  and  the  whisky- 
is  chiefly  imported,  he  says,  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

A  rope  factory,  suppUed  with  improved  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  twine  and  rope  from  the  "Caranday"  pahn,  which  plant  is 
plentiful  in  the  province  of  Entre  Rios,  has  been  established  atTueblo 
Brujo,  and  is  reported  to  be  giving  excellent  results.  The  quantity  of 
twine  (sisal)  imported  for  harvest  purposes  during  1907  was  very 
important,  amounting  to  the  value  of  $2,657,000. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  quantity  of  grain  for  export  from  the 
entire  country  during  1908 :  Wheat,  36,000,000  tons ;  linseed,  1 ,050,000 
tons;  com,  2,300,000  tons;  and  oats,  420,000  tons. 

Speaking  of  the  improvement  in  the  harbor  at  Rosario,  the  British 
consul  says: 

The  works  at  the  present  time  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  provide  berths  for  some 
15  vessels.  A  chsmnel  of  sufficient  breadth  all  along  the  frontage  has  been  dredged 
80  that  large  vessels  drawing  24  feet  or  more  can  now  maneuver  without  stranding  on 
sand  and  mud  banks,  as  was  formerly  often  the  case.  The  entire  port  can  provide 
loading  berths  for  about  40  vessels  and  for  20  to  25  vessels  to  diBchai^.  The  change 
that  has  been  effected  alcHig  the  river  frontage  in  the  short  space  of  four  years  is  remark- 
able, and  when  the  works  are  completed  Rosario  will  possess  one  of  the  best  ports  in 
the  country,  with  excellent  storage  acconmiodation  attached. 

The  1907  crop  of  cotton  in  Argentina  was  700  metric  tons,  equal  to 
about  3,300  bales  of  500  poimds  each.  The  total  area  in  cotton  cul- 
ture was  11,475  acres.  It  is  cultivated  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
RepubUc,  and,  though  a  new  industry,  is  making  progress. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  AND  REVENUE. 

The  official  statistics  show  that  the  value  of  the  imports  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1908  diminished  by  $2,649,798  gold  and  the 
exports  increased  by  $56,667,616  gold.  The  value  of  the  imports 
suDJect  to  duty  increased  by  $12,604,987,  but  the  portion  free  from 
duty  diminished  by  $15,154,785  gold.  This  was  the  result  of  a  falling 
off  m  the  importation  of  locomotives,  wagons,  steel  rails,  sleepers, 
etc.,  in  which  there  was  a  decrease  of  $18,707,586  gold.  The  imports 
from  the  United  States  fell  by  $600,000  gold,  to  $25,877,000.  The 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  diminished  by  only  6  per  cent, 
but  the  amount,  $68,737,760  gold,  was  still  nearly  150  per  cent  more 
than  the  value  of  the  imports  from  Gtermany,  which  aimimshed  by 
about  10  per  cent.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  were  $8,265,000 
gold,  a  decrease  of  $362,400  gold. 

The  report  of  the  minister  of  finance  shows  that  the  revenue  for 
1907  was  $97,153,870  paper  money  and  $64,527,982  gold,  exceeding 
the  estimates  by  $13,387,511  paper  and  $6,697,877  gold.  The  expen- 
diture, authorized  by  the  budget,  amounted  to  $156,971,133  paper 
money  and  $26,318,092  gold,  both  being  less  than  the  amounts 
authorized  by  $11,061,000  paper  and  $545,117  gold,  respectively,  but 
the  surpluses  thus  created  were  swallowed  up  and  a  deficit  was  pro- 
duced by  the  voti^  of  special  expenditure  by  Congress  and  by  cabi- 
net resolutions.  The  returns  of  tne  bank  balances  on  Septemoer  30, 
1908,  show  that  in  the  aggregate  the  deposits  increased  by  $709,400 

fold  and  $15,200,000  paper,  and  that  the  cash  reserves  increased  by 
3,300,000  gold  and  $9,300,000  paper.  Trade  is  reviving,  discounts 
are  firmer,  the  gold  in  the  conversion  treasury  is  increasmg,  and  the 
custom-house  receipts  continue  to  exceed  those  to  the  same  date  last 
year  by  more  than  $3,000,000  gold. 
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UNITED   STATES   IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

According  to  the  custom-house  returns  of  the  United  States  the 
exports  to  Argentina  for  the  calendar  year  1907  aggregated  in  value 
$30,111,672,  as  compared  with  $33,271,669  for  the  year  1906.  The 
imports  from  Argentma  in  1907  aggregated  $16,171,129,  as  compared 
with  $18,291,368  in  1906.  For  the  nine  months  ended  with  Septem- 
ber, 1908,  the  exports  to  Argentina  were  in  value  $25,120,643,  as 
compared  with  $22,637,597  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1907. 
The  imports  for  the  nine  months  of  1908  were  in  value  $9,017,842,  as 
compared  with  $13,817,648  in  1907  and  $15,688,991  in  1906. 


BUENOS  AIRES. 

By  Gonsxtl-Gbnbral  Alban  G.  Snydbb. 

Among  the  favorable  signs  for  trade  with  the  United  States  in 
Argentina  may  be  noted  the  sending,  on  the  part  of  export  houses, 
of  representatives  to  ascertain  the  demands  of  the  market.  The  sub- 
ject of  credit  is  also  being  looked  into,  and  the  fact  that  Americaji 
shippers  are  paying  more  attention  to  packing  their  goods  than  for- 
merly is  likely  to  lead  to  increased  traae.  In  attempting  to  extend 
their  trade  in  Ai^entina  exporters  must  take  into  accoimt  the  fact 
that  European  houses  regularly  give  credit  ranging  from  sixty  days 
to  six  months,  and  in  rare  cases  nine  to  twelve  months  are  grant^. 
Local  merchants  are  accustomed  to  these  arrangements,  and  since 
interest  rates  here  are  higher  than  in  Europe  or  the  United  States  it 
18  economy  on  the  part  of  merchants  to  secure  credit  on  their  pur- 
chases from  abroad. 

SHIPPINO   AND   BANKING   FACIUTIES. 

Shipping  faciUties  between  Argentina  and  the  United  States  are 
far  from  what  the  trade  justifies.  Commercial  relations  of  countries 
depend  upon  the  faciUties  for  the  interchange  of  commodities,  ajid 
the  greater  such  faciUties  the  more  intimate  and  satisfactory  will  be 
the  trade  relations.  That  this  is  realized  by  European  countries  is 
attested  by  the  improved  freight  and  passenger  service  they  are  offer- 
ing to  South  American  coimtries.  The  United  States  owes  it  to  her 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  to  improve  steamship  serv- 
ice with  Buenos  Aires  and  other  South  American  ports,  and  to  free 
herself  from  dependence  upon  foreign  bottoms. 

Next  to  improved  shipping  faciUties,  the  establishment  of  an  Ameri- 
can bank  here  would  result  m  important  and  far-reaching  changes  in 
the  trade  relations  with  this  country.  At  present  the  whole  banking 
business  is  in  the  hands  of  Europeans,  a  condition  that  is  made  tol- 
erable by  the  exceUent  mail  and  exchange  faciUties  they  maintain  for 
the  exploitation  of  South  American  trade  opportunities.     As  in  ship- 

Sing  so  in  banking  faciUties,  Americans  should  free  themselves  from 
ependence  upon  their  comj)etitors.  Various  banks  of  Buenos  Aires 
have  declared  dividends  during  1907  ranging  from  4  to  22  per  cent. 
Delays  in  filling  orders  for  merchandise  is  a  drawback  to  trade  with 
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the  United  States.  A  change  could  be  made  in  cases  where  the  de- 
mand for  goods  is  constant  and  heavy  by  establishing  branch  houses 
or  making  arrangements  with  trustworthy  firms  already  established, 
where  sufficient  quantities  of  goods  shoulcl  be  kept  to  enable  demands 
to  be  met  promptly.  The  long  delays  entailed  by  ordering  goods 
from  catalo^es  or  samples,  and  many  other  well-known  drawbacks, 
operate  against  the  interests  of  American  manufacturers. 

Many  nationalities  are  represented  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  each  is 
jealous  of  its  commercial  reputation,  and  possibly  not  overzealous  in 
doing  justice  to  the  reputation  of  goods  from  other  countries.  Com- 
plaints as  to  the  quahty  of  goods,  the  maimer  of  packing,  delay  in 
shipping,  negligence  in  correspondence,  and  faulty  invoices,  are  seized 
upon  by  local  competitors  and  are  magnified  to  the  disadvantage 
or  the  country  at  fault,  always  with  the  intent  of  depriving  such  coun- 
try of  trade.  A  branch  house  located  iq  this  city  would  be  helpful 
in  this  direction  and  prove  highly  advantageous  to  American  manu- 
facturers in  removing  obstacles  created  in  tne  maimer  described. 

EXPORTS  OF  HIDES,   SKINS,  AND  WOOL  TO  UNITED  STATES  DECREASE. 

In  the  following  comparative  table  are  given  the  values  of  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  at  the  American  consulate  iq  Buenos 
Aires  for  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Bags 

Blood,  dry 

Bones 

Canary  seed 

FertUUers 

Olae  stock 

Oats 

Hides  and  horsehair. 

Horns 

Jerked  beef 

Kips 

Lactarene 

Ostrich  feathers 

Quebracho  extract. . . 

Quebracho  wood 

suns 

Wool 

Other  articles 


1905. 


1193,751 

89,479 

4,063 

5,424 

105,397 

6,170,567 

83,010 

46,142 

18,674 

22,809 

7,606 

687,274 

278.867 

2,273,660 

4,392,829 

66,018 


Total 13,445,560 

Returned  American  Roods 26,530 


Grand  total 13,472,080 


1906. 


12,809 

12,886 

274,903 

95,343 

6,610 

44,622 

95,116 

4,542,890 

36,543 

46,021 

109,366 

61,860 

2,915 

1,276,676 

684,125 

1,837,998 

4,562,152 

12,468 


13,603,293 
37,816 


13,731,109 


1907. 


$42,427 

28,076 

225,885 

91,609 

58.437 

37,093 

7,582 

3,980.327 

35,792 

66,748 

62,646 

37,232 

12,232 

1,406,018 

208.923 

1,425,954 

4,190,718 

15,347 


12,024,136 
86,923 


12,111.069 


Hides  and  skins  have  suffered  the  greatest  decline  in  the  exports 
to  the  United  States,  the  value  of  these  two  articles  in  1907  being 
$974,607  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  $2,037,946  less  than  in 
1905.  The  export  of  wool  suffered  a  declme  of  $371,434  in  1907 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Substantial  increases  are 
noted  in  the  export  of  quebracho  extract,  fertilizer,  bags,  jerked 
beef,  and  dried  blood. 

BAHIA   BLANOA. 


^  No  report  of  this  country  would  be  complete  without  some  men- 
tion of  Bahia  Blanca.    Located  on  Blanca  Bay,  about  360  miles 
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southwest  of  Buenos  Aires,  it  is  destined  to  have  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  industrial  and  commercial  development  of  the  southern 
portion  of  Argentina.  Important  municipal  improvements  are 
under  way.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  new,  suostantial  buildings  over 
two  stories  high,  and  many  lesser  ones,  were  completed  or  in  process 
of  construction  in  1907,  giving  the  place  the  appearance  of  great 
prosperity. 

The  Pacific  Railway,  through  purchase  of  the  Bahia  Blanca  and 
North  Western  railways,  now  has  direct  connection  with  Buenos 
Aires,  as  well  as  the  great  grain  belts  of  that  section  of  Argentina, 
and  has  become  a  formidable  rival  of  the  Southern  Railway.  The 
immense  port  works  at  Ingeniero  White,  the  terminus  of  the  ^uthem 
Railway,  and  at  Puerto  Galvan,  the  Pacific  terminus,  are  rapidly 
nearing  completion,  and  when  completed  will  make  Bahia  Blanca 
the  best  port  in  this  country.  It  is  thought  that  its  natural  advan- 
tages over  some  other  places,  together  with  the  above-mentioned 
improvements,  only  make  it  a  question  of  time  when  Bahia  Blanca 
will  become  the  main  port  in  Argentina.  Grain  elevators  are  rising 
in  all  parts  of  the  port,  and  the  deepening  of  the  channels  will  increase 
ocean  trade  immensely.  The  largest  importing  firm  in  Buenos  Aires 
of  American  goods,  such  as  agricultural  machinery,  implements, 
tools,  vehicles,  and  lumber,  has  established  a  substantial  branch 
house  in  Bahia  Blanca.  American  goods  are  popular,  and  with  more 
frequent  and  direct  communication  with  New  i  ork,  imports  from  the 
United  States  should  show  a  rapid  increase.  The  chief  exports 
from  Bahia  Blanca  are  wheat  and  wool. 

There  is  no  out-and-out  American  house  in  Bahia  Blanca,  and  only 
a  few  in  the  Republic.  American  interests  are  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners.  All  the  la^©  banks  of  Buenos  Aires  have 
branch  banks  m  Bahia  Blanca.  The  electric  light,  water,  and  gas 
works  under  construction,  street  railway,  and  produce  market  are  all 
in  the  hands  of  the  Pacific  Railway.  If  present  progress  continues, 
it  is  only  a  question  of  a  few  years  until  Bania  Blanca  will  become  the 
second  city  in  the  Republic. 


ROSARIO. 

By  Consul  Thomas  B.  Van  Hornb. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Rosario  during  1907  aggregated  $68,494,- 
892,  of  which  $31,987,899  represented  imports  and  $36,506,993 
exports.  The  imports  and  exports,  according  to  countries,  were  as 
follows: 


Coontrtes. 


United  States 

Africa 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Canada 

China 

France 

Qermany 

India 

Italy 

Netherlands.. 
Norway. 


Imports.   '   Exports. 


$5,841,228 
2,198  . 
1,684,311  I 
1,496,825  ! 
71,871 
35,213  , 
1,956,282  ' 
4,040,737  ! 
605,439  ! 
2,044,657  I 
88,721  I 
61,209 


$2,412,612  , 
136,956  ' 
3,242,044 
3,286,786 


7,831 
4,426,793 


98,797 
26,382 


Coontries. 


Paraguay 

Peru 

Portugal  for  orders. 

Russia 

Spain 

Switxerland 

United  Kingdom.. 

Uruguay 

AU  other  countries. 


Total., 


Imports. 


$274,254 
274,514 


54,784 

387,712 

54,970 

12,558,292 

27,251 

427,581 


31,967,800 


Exports. 


$827,802 

18,788 

19,4^,506 

86,643 

20,758 


2,930,308 
28,626 
64,401 


86,506,003 
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The  principal  articles  of  import  into  Rosario  were  locomotives  and 
railway  appliances,  provisions,  iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron,  and 
agricultural  machinery.  These  items  comprised  more  than  70  per 
cent  of  the  total  imports.  Thfe  following  table  shows  principal  un- 
ports  during  1907: 


Articles. 


Agricultoral  machinery . . . 

Qiemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc. . 
Glass  and  crockeryware. . . 
Iron,  and  manudactures  of 

Locomotives,  etc 

Leather  goods 

Lumber 

Metal  ware 


Value. 


11,604,262 

611,444 

134,558 

1,291,857 

3,215,120 

13,423,279 

13,329 

2,307,864 

399,108 


Articles. 


Oils 

Provisions 

Station^y,  paints,  etc. . . . 
Textiles,  yam,  and  thread 

Tobacco 

Wines  and  spirits 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


1968,334 

4,041,iM2 

247,539 

685,330 

75,781 

942,521 

1,915,631 


31,987,899 


Of  the  exports  from  Rosario  during  1907,  agricultural  products 
made  up  .85  per  cent  of  the  total,  wheat  alone  amounting  to  47  per 
cent.     The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles, 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animal  products: 

Bones 

•118,832 
3,394,935 
20,446 
205,541 
134,628 
432,770 
18,945 

Agricultural  products: 

Bran 

$781,472 

Hides 

Com 

6,332,044 

Horos 

Flour 

246,935 

Horsehair 

Hay 

239,410 

Skins 

Linseed 

7,633,268 

15,444,035 

98,934 

Wool 

Wheat 

Other 

Other 

Total     

Total 

4,328,097 

30,770,008 

Mineral  products: 

Copper  and  tin 

Fovest  products: 

Quebracho  extract ............  . . 

269,227 
654,508 
90,812 

131.394 

C  nebraoho  wood 

Iron  (old) 

Other 

27  996 

^ther 

230,772 

Total 

Totftl 

1,014,637 

390,161 

Grand  total 

36,506,993 

EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Rosario  to  the  United  States 
in  1907  was  $4,438,665,  being  a  decrease  of  $1,030,408  from  1906, 
but  an  increase  of  $389,108  over  1906.     The  articles  were: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bones 

165,392 

3,917 

2,144,166 

98,314 

1,380 

336,736 

538,921 

622,753 

337,968 

$48,520 

811 

2,909,667 

184,552 

117,170 

Qluestock 

2,082 

Hides 

2,207,567 

HorsehaU: 

217,613 

Kips .                     

2,796 

Qiiebracho  extract 

929,610 
596,383 
632,785 
164,573 
2,162 

1,300,996 

Quebracho  wood 

498,865 

173,445 

Wool 

18,325 

OthflT  ftrt«clf».                                                               ,            .    , 

1,457 

Totol 

4,049,547 

5,469,063 

4,440,324 
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The  value  of  the  imports  into  Santa  Fe  during  1907  amounted  to 
$1,658,528.  of  which  articles  worth  $429,909  came  from  the  United 
States.  The  exports  from  Santa  Fe  during  the  same  period  were 
valued  at  $6,101,354,  the  United  States  taking  articles  worth  $1,384,- 
276.  The  principal  articles  of  import  were:  Iron  and  manufactured 
iron,  including  locomotives  ana  other  railway  materials  worth 
$1,040,363:  lumber;  $229,928;  coal,  $299,528;  and  cement,  $49,982. 
The  leading  articles  of  export  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  valued  at 
$1,615,328;  linseed,  $2,267,095;  quebracho  wood,  $1,868,348;  que- 
bracho extract,  $300,579;  and  flour  and  bran,  $50,005. 


CHILE. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  is  given  herewith  of  the  trade  conditions  in  Chile  for  the 
calendar  year  1907  as  presented  by  the  consular  officers.  The  use  of 
paper  currency  and  its  fluctuating  value  in  gold  interfered  somewhat 
with  foreign  trade  in  that  year.  The  gold  premium,  in  paper  cur- 
rency, varied  from  21  per  cent  in  January  to  126  per  cent  in  Decem- 
ber. The  total  imports  of  Chile  reached  $107,193,747  in  value  in 
gold,  an  increase  of  $24,971,654  over  1906,  while  the  exports  were 
$100,176,127  in  value,  only  $732,058  in  excess  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  $11,360,400,  agreeing 
closely  with  the  returns  of  exports  from  this  coimtry  to  Chile,  show- 
ing a  gain  of  $2,585,486  over  1906,  gold  values  being  given  in  all  cases. 
The  Chilean  returns  of  exports  to  the  United  States  were  $7,091,807  in 
value,  but  these  figures  do  not  include  goods  transshipped.  The 
value  of  the  exports,  as  declared  before  United  States  consuls  in  Chile, 
was  $23,042,152.  According  to  the  customs  returns,  imports  from 
Chile  amoxmting  to  $17,944,580  arrived  in  this  country  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  $18,037,058  the  preceding  year.  There  has 
been  a  marked  decline  in  the  trade  of  1908,  the  imports  from  Chile 
for  nine  months  ending  with  September  being  $8,977,290,  a  decrease 
of  $5,098,035  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  time  last  year, 
while  the  exports  to  Chile  were  $3,898,344,  a  decline  of  $4,298,773. 

Chile  imported  from  the  United  Ejngdom  m  1907  $41,428,469, 
nearly  fom:  times  as  much  as  from  the  United  States,  though  her 
exports  to  that  country  were  only  a  httle  over  twice  as  great;  from 
Germany  nearly  twice  as  much  as  from  the  United  States,  but  Chile's 
exports  to  that  country  were  less  than  to  the  United  States.  The 
transportation  facilities  to  those  European  coimtries  are  of  the  best 
character,  while  there  is  no  American  line  of  steamships  to  Chile,  and 
much  of  the  trade  with  this  coimtry  has  to  be  transshipped.  In  tex- 
tiles the  imports  from  the  United  States  were  in  value  $711,074  aa 
compared  with  $12,147,909  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $6,515,326 
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from  Germany,  $2,098,324  from  France,  $1,439,196  from  Italy,  and 
$1,169,141  from  India.  In  machineiy  the  United  States  supplied 
$3,101,783,  the  United  Kingdom  $7,361,153,  and  Germany  $6,467,176. 
Comparatively  little  use  is  made  of  farm  machinery,  but  the  British 
consul-genertJ  in  his  report  for  1907  says: 

In  the  farming  districts  the  use  of  machinery  is  becoming  very  general.  America 
supplies  the  greater  part  of  what  is  known  as  agricultural  machinery,  the  machines 
from  that  country  being  light,  just  strong  enough  to  do  the  work  and  very  tastily 
finished.  Where  heavy,  strong  machines  are  required,  as  mowers,  for  instance,  British 
goods  are  supplied,  but  plows,  thrasheis,  hay  presses,  reapers,  and  binders  come 
mainly  from  America.  One  reason  for  this  is  no  doubt  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of 
America  having  at  her  command  fine  supplies  of  wood  for  use  in  the  construction  of 
machinery  in  which  this  material  enters  largely. 

The  British  consul-general  also  gives  credit  to  the  American  use 
of  standardization,  which  he  says  ''induces  Chileans  to  purchase 
American-built  engines  and  machinery  when  they  would  otherwise 
purchase  British." 

There  would  have  been  an  increase  in  the  Chilean  exports  in  1907 
owing  to  prevailing  high  prices,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  scarcity 
of  labor  and  the  nmnerotis  str&es  along  the  coast.  Nitrate  forms 
73  per  cent  of  all  the  exports,  but  of  this  the  United  States  has 
taken  less  since  1906  than  was  the  case  that  year.  The  extension  of 
railways  and  other  developments  promise  well  for  an  increase  of 
exports  from  the  United  States.  Better  transportation  faciUties 
with  Chile  are  needed,  and  the  use  of  catalogues  printed  in  Spanish 
and  of  commercial  travelers  who  can  speak  that  language  would  pro- 
mote trade. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  CHILE. 

By  Consul  Alfbbd  A.  Winslow,  Yalpabaiso 

The  year  1907  in  Chile  began  with  a  bright  outlook,  but  closed  in 
the  midst  of  a  general  financial  panic  that  affected  business  for  the 
first  six  or  eight  months  of  1908.  The  premium  on  Chilean  gold 
ranged  from  21  per  cent  to  30  per  cent  in  the  paper  currency  of  the 
coimtry  during  the  first  eight  months,  and  foreign  exchange  was  all 
that  could  have  been  desired.  The  volmne  of  business  was  heavy, 
and  Uberal  dividends  were  paid  on  many  stocks.  Some  of  the  btmKs 
paid  as  high  as  40  per  cent.  During  September  there  was  a  marked 
depression  in  the  value  of  paper  money,  which  became  more  serious 
imtil  December  26,  when  gold  reached  a  premimn  of  126  per  cent. 
This  brought  business  practically  to  a  ca^  oasis  and  very  nearly  to  a 
standstill 
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Among  the  causes  which  had  much  to  do  with  the  fluctuatioDs  in 
the  money  market  were  the  drop  in  the  price  of  metals,  especially  of 
copper,  and  the  high  prices  following  the  earthquake.  The  appro- 
pnations  for  government  expenditiu^s  for  1908  exceeded  those  for 
1907  by  62,258,677  pesos  Chilean  currency.  This,  at  the  present 
rate  of  exchange  (April  23,  1908),  is  about  $22,786,000  United  States 
gold  less  than  for  1906.  If  the  premium  on  gold  drops  to  only  50 
per  cent  it  would  be  different,  for  then  the  appropnations  would 
exceed  those  for  1907  by  $2,116,100  United  States  gold. 

American  interests  in  Chile  fared  well  during  1907.  The  imports 
from  the  United  States  showed  a  gain  of  $2,585,486  United  States 
gold  over  those  for  1906,  and  $4,473,600  over  tnose  for  1905^  or  a  gain 
of  about  65  per  cent  for  the  two  years,  while  the  imports  m  general 
showed  a  much  lower  percentage  of  increase.  Too  many  American 
houses  are  endeavoring  to  build  up  a  trade  in  Chile  througn  the  mails. 
This  should  be  followed  by  personal  work. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  TRADE. 


The  total  imports  into  Chile  during  1907  amounted  to  $107,193,747 
against  $82,222,093  in  1906,  while  the  exports  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$100,176,127  and  $99,444,069  in  1906. 

The  imports  and  exports  by  countries,  according  to  Chilean 
statistics,  are  shown  in  tne  following  statement: 


Cotmtryv 


Imports. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


ExportB. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States.... 

Argentiiia. 

Australia. 

Bel^um. 

Bolivia. 

Brazil 

Eouador 

Franco 

Qermany 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Peru 

Spain 

United  Kingdom, 
other  countries.. 

Total 


16,886,800 

2,311,763 

2,761,832 

9(58,606 

21,8C2 

291,832 

340,681 

6,192,422 

17,370,467 

930,606 

1,866,324 

16,236 

13,036 

1,806,080 

627,616 

26,959,809 

1,474,060 


18,774,914 
2,269,073 
3,462,030 
2,226,966 


497,880 

367,302 

6,246,604 

20,304,980 

1,689,646 

1,911,847 

28,186 

81,638 

2,620,886 

686,774 

30,893,311 

1,372,167 


$11,360,400 

3,866,666 

2,609,044 

3,722,017 

64,010 


2?: 


8,211' 

41,1':'^ 
1, 


:46 
61 

91 
16 
19 

,427 
,206 
,282 
116 
169 
,96 


115,683,821 

566,454 

238,688 

1,646,341 

429,203 

124,850 

106,614 

8,147,380 

26,701,469 


117,547,068 
759,396 


1,830,644 

315,476 

164,107 

60,894 

6,394,960 

18,867,000 


1,477,499 

500,626 

1,151,331 

1,828,522 

666,454 

36,982,455 

610,755 


1,198,600 
156,821 

4,573,960 
528,250 

1,099,568 

45,144,141 

808,128 


68,837,608 


82,222,093     107,193,747     96,801,352 


99,444,069 


$7,001,807 
1,008,538 


1,350,330 
396,654 
163,106 
104,506 

5,931,790 
20,373,941 


477,603 

182,883 

4,220,366 

1,029,519 

444,902 

50,078,411 

6,428,762 


100,176,127 


Of  the  imports  into  Chile  dming   1907   textiles  comprised  the 
largest  item,  amoimting  in  value  to  nearly  $25,000,000.     Mineral 

Eroducts  came  next  with  a  value  of  more  than  $21,000,000,  followed 
y  machinery  worth  over  $17,000,000;  coal,  oil,  etc.,  $15,000^000;  and 
vegetable  products  over  $11,000,000.  Of  the  exports  during  1907, 
mineral  products  comprised  nearly  nine-tenths  of  the  total. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  by  prin- 
cipal articles  during  the  past  three  years: 


IMPORTS. 


Arddes. 


Animal  products 

Arms  and  ammiiniUon 

Chemical  prodocts 

Coal.oU,eito 

Machinery 

Mineral  poxxliicts 

P^)er,etts 

Textiles 

Vegetable  TOodocts 

Wines  ana  llqpori 

Anottkerarttdes 

Total 

EXPORTS. 

I 

Animal  products 

Mineral  products 

Vegetable  products I..!'.!!!!!.!!! 

Alfother  articles 

Total 


1906. 


$4,783,443 
675,550 

1,172,616 
11,822,857 

9,142,027 
13,482,096 

1,334,100 
18,300,843 

6,739,846 
738,173 

1,246,058 


68,837,606 


1906. 


$4,894,993 
567,496 

1,433,026 
10,478,536 
14,253,212 
16,475,379 

1,937,065 
19,409,566 
11,463,922 

1,050,043 


82,222,003 


1907. 


$7,776,887 

1,236,117 

2,147,370 

15,073,408 

17,370,668 

21,366,137 

2,563,707 

34,063,172 

11,747,666 

2,345,206 

614,840 


107,103,747 


$3,811,686 

80,364,730 

6,102,948 

7,032,138 


$3,600,270 

02,011,206 

3,260,653 

663,842 


06,801,362  00,444,069 


$6,050,640 

88,341,036 

4,850,036 

1,016,406 


100,176,127 


PRINCIPAL   IMPORTS  AND   COUNTRIES   OF  ORIGIN. 

The  leading  imports  into  Chile  during  the  past  three  years,  and  the 
principal  countries  of  origin,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles,  and  countries  whence  imported. 


1006. 

1906. 

$806,870 
2,237,274 
550,182 
646,846 
574,566 
201,084 

$466,483 

606,483 
562,557 
347,513 

38,712 
350,057 

24,385 
134,073 

76,743 
350,282 
22,986 
66,796 

115,340 
253,625 
442,126 
58,866 
265,210 

193,523 
294,048 
621,907 
101,362 
273,246 

1,172,874 

2,613,005 

648  368 

449,279 

6,163,537 

1,289,869 

1,731,825 

740,617 

441,252 

6,069,228 

1,961,692 

96,342 

204,299 

3,866,089 

2,9n,047 

2,229,237 

417,864 

326,066 

4,550,063 

6,653,400 

992,282 
687,788 
719,734 

4,857,606 
847,121 

6,796,039 

883,640 
1,400,631 
1,087,710 
6,111,267 

321,976 
6,601,204 

1907. 


Animal  products: 

United  States 

Argentina , 

France , 

Germany. 

United  Kingdom 

Uruguay 

Arms  ana  ammunition: 

United  states 

Germany , 

Spain 

united  Kingdom 

Chemical  products: 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

United  Klnnlom. 

Coal,  oils,  etc: 

United  States 

AustraUa 

Germany , 

Peru 

United  Kingdom 

Machinery: 

United  States 

Belgium 

France , 

Germany. , 

United  Kingdom 

Mineral  products: 

United  States 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Swltierland 

United  Kingdom 

9108— c  B  1907— VOL  1 20 
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$919,142 

2,809,866 

822,536 

997,142 

1,  on,  746 

393,954 

103,843 

614,817 

25,268 

380,617 

235,801 
426,139 
850,059 
.  102,261 
484,386 

1,383,236 
2,522,894 
1,128,426 
908,310 
8,826,642 

3,101,783 

932,786 

395,531 

5,467,176 

7,351,153 

1,466,746 
1,935,338 
798,969 
7,926,572 
75,882 
0,006,868 
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Articles,  and  countries  whence  imported. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


dom. 


Paper,  etc.: 

United  States. 

France 

Germany. 

United  Kingdo 
Textiles: 

United  States.... 

Belgium 

France 

Oermany 

India 

Italy 

Spain 

United  Kingdom. 
Vegetable  products: 

United  States 

Australia 

Braril 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 

United  Kingdom. 
Wines  and  liquors: 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Spain 

United  Kingdom. 


1370,428 

82,fi99 

600,292 

164,063 

706,002 

96,976 

2, 80S,  087 

4,826,276 

776,064 

840,776 

193,631 

8,827,770 

1,202,227 
92,271 
290,703 
226,406 
906,669 
779,368 
748,926 

10,692 
232,122 
101,060 

69,971 
266,886 


1870,164 

106,098 

1,061,788 

266,318 

652,973 

197,663 

2,161,766 

4,561,909 

1,384,767 

954,677 

171,667 

9,278,112 

2,660,440 
1,727,602 
492,020 
281,477 
1,646,462 
638,841 
814,476 

16,296 
316,721 
147,463 
100,234 
374,316 


1600,366 

130,291 

1,313,291 

332,730 

711,074 

419,393 

2,098,324 

6,616,326 

1,166,141 

1,439,195 

190,184 

12,147,909 

2,884,967 
166,496 
693.244 
414,115 

1,603,216 
869,834 

1,096,521 

24,300 
641,602 
332,637 
282,530 
658,527 


DESTINATION    OF   EXPORTS. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  articles  of  export 
from  Chile  and  their  destination  during  the  past  three  years: 


Articles,  and  countries  whlthor  exported. 


Animal  products: 
United  States.. 

Argentina. 

Bolivia 

France.. 


1905. 


1640,642 
86,164 

3141476 

Germany '    1,611,205 

Peru • 151,612 

United  Kingdom 662,625 

Mineral  products: 

United  States 15,043,557 

Belgium 1,596,288 

France 7,739,305 

Oermany 17,232,170 

Italy I    1,472,620 

Netherlands !    1,151,331 


8] 


Jnited  Kingdom.. 
Vegetable  products: 

United  States 

Argentina. 

Belgium 

Bolivia. 

BratU 

France 

Germany 

United  Kingdom.. 


666,454 
34,310,898 

38,807 
471,408 

46,460 
368,487 
124,850 

66,626 

893,851 

2,092,860 


1906. 


$192,005 

187,086 

17,260 

523,226 

1,331,014 

173,076 

1,158,691 

17,260,153 

1.7S9.536 

6         158 

16  173 

1  122 

4. ."3, 184 

1.ik>1i,.j68 

42,:jr/,.l30 

39,036 
440,020 
40,290 
248,096 
164,029 
129,125 
646,152 
1,135,196 


1907. 


$154,607 

9,074 

39,491 

637,661 

1,954,903 

128,809 

2,997,187 

6,803,813 

1,123,404 

6,296,477 

17,639,742 

471,864 

4,209,163 

443,037 

46,806,297 

131,3G3 
804,020 

89,664 
323,901 
133,179 

61,561 

742,060 

2,067,340 


DECLARED   EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  declared  at  American 
consulates  during  1907  was  823,042,152.  The  Chilean  figures  cover- 
ing the  same  period  give  the  amoimt  as  only  $7,091,801,  failhig  to 
include  the  large  cargoes,  especially  of  nitrate  of  soda,  which  are  trans- 
shipped at  other  foreign  ports  for  the  United  States. 
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Articles. 


ADtimony 

Beans 

Clover  seed 

Copper 

Hides 

Household  effects.. 

Iodine 

Nitrate  of  soda.... 
Quebracho  extract 

Qolllalbark 

Scrap  iron 


Value. 


I 


$1,124 
5,479 
38,745 
8,667,288 
1,382 
5,174 
803,329 
16,609,723  , 
43,530  I 
5,772  I 
2,192 


Articles. 


Value. 


SUverore 11,409,854 

awns I  210,240 

Tin !  9g6 

Walnuts 91,974 

Sheep  intestines...., 9,731 

Woof. 39,818 

Zinc  ore |  2,464 

All  other  articles ,  3,335 

Total I  23,042,162 

i 


IRON   AND   COAL   INDUSTRY. 

The  Chilean  Government  has  granted  the  Sociedad  de  Altos  Homos 
de  Chile,  organized  b^  French  capitalists,  a  large  concession  of  mineral 
land,  with  dock  privileges,  near  Corral,  Chile,  and  work  has  begun  on 
the  erection  of  extensive  blast  furnaces,  with  iron  works  and  machine 
shops,  covering  in  all  a  very  extensive  line  of  products.  It  is  said  that 
it  is  a  very  strong  company  and  that  the  scheme  contemplates  the 
mining  of  their  own  ore  and  coal,  both  of  which  are  found  in  abundance 
near  by.  It  is  expected  that  the  plant  will  be  completed  within  three 
years.  Here  is  an  opening  for  tne  introduction  of  some  up-to-date 
American  machinery  and  methods.  This,  in  connection  with  the 
intention  of  the  Chilean  Government  to  build  extensive  car  and  loco- 
motive shops,  at  which  all  rolling  stock  for  the  government  railways 
is  to  be  bunt  and  repaired,  will  add  greatly  to  the  industrial  activity 
of  this  coimtry  for  tne  immediate  future. 

The  consumption  of  coal  for  1907  was  in  excess  of  that  for  1906. 
The  imports  increased  492,080  tons,  or  about  47  per  cent,  while  there 
was  a  marked  increase  in  the  quantity  mined  in  this  country.  The 
principal  part  of  the  increase  was  consumed  by  the  railways  of  the 
coiintry  and  the  shipping  at  the  ports.  The  imports  of  coal  during 
1907  amounted  to  1,549,616  tons,  against  1,057,535  tons  in  1906.  Of 
the  total  imports  in  1907  the  United  States  furnished  32,270  tons,  and 
the  United  Kingdom  1,446,479  tons.     There  were  discharged  at  Tara- 

eaca  525,773  tons,  Valparaiso  414,876  tons,  Antofagasta  137,639  tons, 
olosa  97,894  tons,  and  at  Taltol  90,426  tons. 

IODINE,  NITRATE,  AND   COPPER. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  world's  supply  of  iodine  is  produced 
in  the  mtrate  fields  of  Chile.  It  is  a  by-product  of  the  nitrate  indus- 
try and  is  one  of  profit,  since  it  is  worth  about  $1 .50  United  States  gold 
a  pound  at  the  works.  The  number  of  pounds  of  iodine  export^  in 
1907  was  564,745,  against  890,173  in  1906  and  1,243,582  in  1905. 
The  shipments  reached  the  highest  figure  in  1893,  when  the  exports 
amoimted  to  1,297,863  pounds. 

The  nitrate  interests  enjoyed  a  fairly  prosperous  year  notwithstand- 
ing that  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  amoimt  exported.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  1907  there  were  121  nitrate  works  in  operation.  During  the 
year  several  more  were  installed,  and  the  outlook  for  1908  promises 


Digitized  by 


Google 


308 


COMMERCIAL.  RELATIONS. 


well.  This  is  the  most  important  and  profitable  industry  of  the  coim- 
try ,  furnishing  as  it  does  a  traction  more  than  73  per  cent  of  the  exports 
and  about  65  per  cent  of  the  receipts  of  the  Chilean  Grovemment. 
The  nitrate  industry  is  controlled  by  a  trust.  All  the  companies  belong 
to  it  and  the  output  of  each  plant  is  regulated  by  the  combme.  During 
1907  the  United  States  took  about  1,000,000  quintals  (quintal  =101. 41 
pounds)  less  than  in  1906.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  regain  the  lost 
ground,  if  not  to  materially  increase  the  exports  to  America.  The 
average  price  of  nitrate  during  the  year  was  about  the  same  as  in  1906. 

The  production  of  nitrate  amounted  to  39,960,873  quintals  in  1907, 
against  39,639,074  quintals  in  1906,  while  the  exports  amounted  to 
36,027,790  and  37,639,949  quintals,  respectively,  for  the  two  years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  lowest  and  highest  prices  paid  for 
nitrate  during  tne  last  seventeen  years,  in  United  States  gold: 


Year. 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Low- 

^Jst 

est. 

,1.27 

11.53 

1.35 

1.60 

1.33 

1.54  1 

1.35 

1.56  1 

1.28 

1.37  ; 

1.27 

1.45  1 

Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901, 
1902 


Low- 

High- 1 

est 

est    1 

11.15 

11.39  ' 

1.09 

1.19  ! 

1.09 

1.25 

1.17 

L39 

L40 

L67 

L47 

L67 

Year. 


Low- 
est 


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 


SL63 
L67 
1.75 
1.86 
1.99 


°.Lf- 


tL74 
1.97 
1.88 
2.  SO 
2.15 


During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  the  mining  interests  of 
Chile  were  verv  prosperous,  and  a  large  amoimt  of  development  work 
was  done,  and  about  5,000  tons  more  copper  exported  than  durinff 
1906.  Quite  a  quantity  of  American  mining  machinery  was  placed 
and  the  outlook  was  bright  for  the  copper  interests  m  particular, 
until  the  money  crisis  came  upon  the  country,  and  the  price  of 
metals  depreciated  to  such  a  figure  that  many  mines  shut  down  and 
others  reduced  their  force  of  emplovees  very  materially.  During  the 
year  the  wages  of  miners  increased  from  25  per  cent  to  40  per  cent, 
which  added  a  heavy  burden  to  manjr  interests,  since  most  mines 
are  not  provided  with  improved  machinery  and  the  labor  must  be 
performed  by  men.  The  outlook  for  the  mining  interests  for  1908 
was  not  regarded  as  verv  promising,  save  in  the  gold  fields  of  the 
Punta  Arenas  district,  where  placer  mining  is  being  carried  on  quite 
extensively  with  heavy  dredges.  If  cheap  fuel  can  be  provided  the 
future  is  bright  for  that  region.  At  present  coal  costs  in  many 
instances  $30  United  States  gold  delivered  at  the  dredges.  A  pro- 
ject is  on  foot  to  prepare  the  peat  that  is  foxmd  in  abimdance  in  that 
vicinity  so  it  can  oe  used  to  take  the  place  of  coal. 

The  exports  of  copper  produced  in  Chile  and  Bolivia  in  1907 
amounted  to  271,123  quintals,  against  262,570  m  1906  and  296,313 
in  1905. 

EXTENSION  OF  STATE  RAILWAYS. 

During  1907  the  state  railways  played  an  important  part  in  the 
aflfairs  of  the  nation,  and  are  doing  much  to  develop  its  nch  natural 
resources.  There  are  in  operation  oy  the  Chilean  Government  some- 
thing over  1,500  miles  or  railway,  on  which  was  expended  during 
1907  the  sum  of  about  $12,571,635  United  States  gold.  During  the 
year  about  8,000,000  passengers  and  about  1,900,000  tons  of  freight 
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were  handled,  a  gain  of  15  per  cent  in  passenger  traffiC;  and  30  per 
cent  in  the  amount  of  freight  bandied.  During  the  year  orders  were 
given  for  1,000  freight  cars,  all  of  which  went  to  European  parties; 
75  passenger  coaches,  all  of  which  were  placed  in  the  United  States 
excepting  15;  and  40  locomotives,  of  which  25  were  supplied  by  an 
American  firm. 

During  1907  a  contract  was  given  a  German  firm  to  build  the 
Arica-La  Paz  Railway,  about  335  miles  long,  at  a  cost  of  $14,598,000 
United  States  currency,  and  a  law  was  enacted  authorizing  the 
President  of  Chile  to  let  the  contract  to  build  the  connections  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  longitudinal  railway  at  a  total  cost  not  to 
exceed  $41,299^00  Unitecf  States  gold,  for  the  965  miles  still  to  be 
constructed.  When  completed  the  longitudinal  railway  from  Arica 
in  the  extreme  north  of  Chile  to  Santiago  will  be  1,501  miles  long. 
So  far,  two  bids  have  been  submitted  for  the  first  section,  whicn 
covers  496  miles  from  Papudo  to  Copiapo,  one  by  a  French  firm  at 
$18,325,356  United  States  gold,  and  the  other  by  a  German  firin  for 
$19,953,519.60  United  States  gold.  It  is  stipulated  that  the  work 
must  be  done  within  five  years. 

During  the  year  freight  and  passenger  rates  were  increased  30  per 
cent  as  a  result  of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country. 

OCEAN   STEAMSHIPS   AND  SAILINO  VESSELS. 

The  merchant  marine  of  Chile  had  a  prosperous  year  during  1907, 
and  added  materially  to  its  tonnage,  which  at  the  end  of  the  year 
amounted  to  156,316  tons.  A  movement  is  on  foot  by  the  Chilean 
Government  to  subsidize  a  fast-mail  line  between  Valparaiso  and 
Panama.  Such  a  move  would  mean  much  for  this  part  of  South 
America. 

The  ports  of  Chile  are  visited  by  the  ships  of  seven  European  lines, 
as  follows:  The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  with  a  fleet  of 
43  steamers;  the  Lamport  and  Holt  Line,  with  8  steamers;  Andrew 
Weir  &  Co.'s  line  of  20  steamers  and  18  sailing  vessels;  Lowthor, 
Latta  &  Co.'s  line,  with  12  steamers;  to  say  nothin^g  about  the  large 
number  of  tramp  vessels,  all  sailing  under  the  British  flag.  There 
is  also  the  Kosmos  Line,  with  47  steamers,  and  the  Roland  Line, 
with  10  steamers,  imder  the  German  flag.  There  are  three  lines  plv- 
ing  between  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States,  sailing  under  the 
British  flag,  as  follows:  The  Merchants'  Line,  with  12  steamers;  the 
West  Coast  Line,  with  a  monthly  service  of  good  steamers;  and  the 
Barber  Line  that  has  just  sent  a  steamer  to  tne  West  Coast  as  a  test 
to  see  if  it  would  pay.  The  Kosmos  Line,  under  the  German  flag, 
makes  monthly  sailings  between  the  Pacific  ports  of  the  United  States 
and  the  west  coast  of  South  America. 

AGRICULTURE   AND   STOCK  RAISING. 

Much  attention  was  given  to  agriculture  in  Chile  during  1907,  and 
the  harvest  was  very  much  above  an  average.  The  acreage  under 
cultivation  was  greater  by  about  10  per  cent.  The  abundance  of 
rain  distributed  over  a  longer  period  than  usual  matured  a  very  large 
yield  of  wheat,  barley,  and  other  small  grains.  The  wheat  crop  was 
estimated  at  17,000,000  bushels,  against  12,000,000  bushels  for  1906, 
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and  of  an  exceptionally  good  quality.  Chile  had  a  surplus  of 
2,000,000  or  3,000,000  bushels.  The  N^ational  Government  is  doing 
much  to  develop  the  rural  districts  and  to  encourage  the  farmer. 
Concessions  are  ^granted  actual  settlers,  and  in  several  instances  a 
bounty  is  offereafor  the  production  of  certain  crops,  as  in  the  case 
of  hemp,  flax,  etc. 

As  yet  most  of  the  farming  in  Chile  is  done  in  a  primitive  way. 
Comparatively  little  up-to-date  farm  machinery  is  in  use.  About 
75  per  cent  of  the  farmmg  is  still  done  after  the  old  fashion,  and  the 
surface  is  scratched  with  a  homemade  plow  drawn  by  oxen.  There 
is  a  great  opening  here  for  a  propaganda  of  education  showing 
the  advantages  of  using  American  agricultural  machinery.  During 
1905  the  United  States  supplied  farm  machinery  to  the  amount  <n 
$281,000  United  States  gold,  and  in  1906  to  the  amount  of  $430,749, 
while  for  the  first  eleven  months  of  1907  it  amounted  to  $431,418. 
But  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1908  the  exports  of  such  machinery 
to  Chile  from  the  United  States  fell  to  $81,010,  as  compared  with 
$359,617  in  the  corresponding  time  of  1907. 

The  stock-raising  interests  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  agricultural 
interests  that  are  so  closely  allied  to  it,  save  in  the  extreme  south, 
where  sheep  raising  has  increased  very  rapidly  and  has  become  a  very 
prosperous  industry.  There  are  now  more  than  3,000,000  sheep  there, 
an  increase  of  about  25  per  cent  within  the  year.  One  of  the  ^at 
drawbacks  to  stock  raising  in  all  that  portion  of  Chile  north  of  latitude 
40®  is  the  lack  of  rain  during  about  nine  months  of  the  year,  when 
stock  suffers  for  want  of  water  and  food.  Farmers  and  stock  raisers 
do  not  put  up  hay  as  is  done  in  the  United  States.  Stock  is  left  to 
forage  for  itself,  and  often  perishes  because  it  is  impossible  to  get 
sufficient  nourishment  from  tne  barren  fields.  This  want  of  sufficient 
beef  cattle  in  Chile  led  to  the  removal  of  the  duty  on  cattle  from 
Argentina,  as  the  high  price  of  meat  placed  it  out  of  reach  of  the 
working  class.  Since  the  removal  of  the  duty  the  price  of  meat  has 
been  reduced  about  25  per  cent. 

MANUFACTURES — CENSUS — LABOR. 

The  manufacturing  interests  are  of  comparatively  small  importance, 
but  are  on  the  increase.  They  are  limited  mostly  to  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  and  carriages,  cigars,  shoes,  furniture,  sugar  refining, 
brewing,  and  distilling.  The  need  of  good  cheap  labor  is  greatly  felt 
by  the  manufacturing  interests.  This  is  recognized  by  tne  Cmlean 
Government,  and  it  has  made  a  strong  effort  to  encoiu*age  inmiigration 
during  the  past  year,  with  fair  success.  Another  drawback  is  high- 
priced  fuel.  Steam  coal  is  worth  from  $6  to  $8  United  States  gold 
per  ton,  and  often  hard  to  get  at  that.  Labor  can  be  more  profitably 
employed  in  agriculture  and  mining  at  present. 

The  importation  of  industrial  machinery  during  the  year  amounted 
to  $6,130,953,  agamst  $4,263,443  for  1906,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  an  increasing  proportion. 

A  census  was  taken  m  1907  that  showed  the  country  had  made  a 
gain  in  population  of  1,158,855,  or  about  43  per  cent  in  twelve  years, 
of  which  not  more  than  one-half  live  in  cities  and  towns.  No  mdus- 
trial  or  vital  statistics  were  collected  by  the  census. 
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During  the  first  nine  months  of  1907  the  labor  of  Chile  was  em- 
ployed at  better  wages  than  ever  before,  since  which  time  many  men 
nave  been  laid  off  and  wages  have  declined  somewhat.  There  has 
been  no  labor  trouble  of  any  importance  aside  from  the  one  at  Iquique 
in  December.  The  workingmen  of  Chile  are  not  organized  to  any 
extent.  They  are  quite  capable,  but  steady  labor  is  difficult  to  secure. 
Wages  vary  much  m  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  accompanying  table,  which  is  given  in  United  States 
gold  and  covers  the  tnree  pnncipal  classes  of  labor.  Miners  received 
nrom  60  cents  to  $1  gold  per  day,  and  farm  hands  from  30  cents  to  60 
cents. 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  wages  paid,  in  United  States 
gold,  during  1906  and  1907,  in  different  parts  or  Chile  for  three  classes 
of  labor: 


cities  and  towns. 

Carpenters. 

Masons. 

Common  labor. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

Valparaiso 

•1.00 
1.00 
0.60 
1.00 

$1.75 
1.25 
0.76 
1.25 

11.00 
1.00 

aeo 

1.00 
1.76 
0.60 
1.00 

•1.75 
1.25 
a75 
1.25 
1.90 
a60 
1.25 

•a  60 
a60 

aao 
a4o 

1.00 

a3o 
a45 

•1.00 

San^ias^ ,,.,,,,,,,,,.,, 

a6o 

a40 

Valdiyta 

a60 

IqoiquB 

2.00        2.50 
0.75        0.90 
1.00         1.25 

1.20 

COQUlTllbo 

a60 

Talcahuano ,  -  r , , - 

0.60 

EDUCATION — HEALTH. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  education  during  the  past  few 
years.  There  are  more  than  3,500  free  schools  in  the  coimtrjr,  with 
upward  of  225,000  children  getting  the  benefit  of  free  education,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  manv  private  schools  and  colleges.  The  military 
and  naval  schools  stand  nigh,  as  does  the  school  of  arts  and  trades, 
and  the  conservatorv  of  music.  Many  of  the  professors  are  from 
the  best  colleges  and  universities  of  the  United  States  and  Europe. 
The  general  supervision  and  control  of  the  schools  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  board  of  public  education,  and  the  expenses  are  met  by  the  general 
Government.  The  work  done  in  the  schools  is  doing  much  to  bring 
to  the  fore  the  best  in  the  Chilean  people. 

The  general  health  condition  of  the  country  was  fair  during  1907, 
there  bein^  no  serious  epidemic  during  that  period.  SmaUpox  was 
quite  troublesome  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  the  Government 
took  active  measures  to  stamp  it  out.  There  were  a  few  cases  of 
bubonic  plague  reported  in  Valparaiso,  while  at  the  ports  to  the  north 
several  himdred  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  with  a  death 
rate  of  about  45  per  cent. 

TARIFF  CHANGES. 

During  the  year  there  was  enacted  a  law  suspending  the  payment 
of  duty  on  cattle  from  the  Argentine  Repubhc  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  In  December,  1907,  a  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  Chile  to  reduce  progressively  the  tariff  on  shoes,  linen,  and 
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woolen  clothes,  and  sugar,  not  to  exceed  50  per  cent.  Since  that 
date  a  decree  has  been  issued  reducing  the  duties  as  follows: 

Refined  sugar  from  $4.87  United  States  gold  per  100  kilos  of  220 
pounds  to  $3.50  on  July  1,  1908,  and  to  $3.29  on  January  1,  1909; 
^anulated  sugar  from  $3.80  to  $2.19  on  July  1,  1908;  unrefined 
from  $2.73  to  $1.33  on  July  1,  1908,  and  raw  sugar  from  $2.40  to 
$1.20. 

Woven  articles  of  linen  or  wool,  galvanized  iron,  portable  houses 
costing  less  than  $5,475  United  States  gold,  from  35  per  cent  to  30 
per  cent  on  January  1,  1908,  and  to  25  per  cent  on  July  1,  1909. 

On  all  shoes  over  15  centimeters  in  length  (5.85  inches)  or  made 
of  rubber,  the  duty  is  reduced  from  60  per  cent  to  55  per  cent  on  Janu- 
ary 1,  1909;  from  55  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  on  July  1,  1909;  und  so 
on  imtil  January  1, 1911,  when  the  rate  of  duty  will  be  35  per  cent, 
at  which  it  will  remain. 

Besides  these  laws  affecting  the  customs  duties,  there  was  a  com- 
prehensive change  made  in  the  tariff  of  valuations,  which  really  had 
the  force  of  revising  the  amoimt  of  duty  collected,  in  some  cases  to 
the  extent  of  from  25  per  cent  to  35  per  cent,  while  in  other  cases  an 
advance  was  made.  The  method  of  determining  the  value  of  im- 
ported goods  and  wares  in  most  cases  is  either  so  much  a  dozen  or 
so  much  a  kilo  of  2.2  pounds,  including  the  package  in  most  cases, 
on  which  there  is  levied  an  ad  valorem  duty  varying  from  6  per  cent 
to  60  per  cent  according  to  the  classification  of  tne  goods  on  entering 
the  custom-houses.  To  illustrate:  All  grades  of  upright  pianos  are 
valued  at  $1.30  Chilean  gold  per  kilo,  or  47  cents  United  Statesgold  for 
2.2  poimds,  on  which  a  duty  of  35  per  cent  is  charged.  Bnrther. 
all  grades  of  shoes  lor  children,  not  containing  any  suk,  are  valued 
at  $13.14  United  States  gold  per  dozen,  on  which  the  duty  is  60  per 
cent.  Neither  the  quaUty  of  the  material  used  nor  the  class  of  work 
done  has  any  bearing  on  the  value  put  on  the  wares. 

The  tariff  of  valuation  is  revised  every  five  years.  At  each  revision 
the  classification  is  often  materially  cnan^ed.  That  for  1903  con- 
tained 2,260  different  classes  of  wares,  while  that  for  1908  contains 
3,243  classes.  A  copy  of  the  new  tariff  may  be  had  for  10  pesos  or 
about  $2.50  United  States  gold. 

PORT  OHABOES — NEW  DRY  DOCK. 

The  following  are  the  port  charges  now  in  force  at  Valparaiso: 

Light-house  dues,  steamers  22  cents  United  States  gold  per  regis- 
tered ton,  and  sailing  vessels  11.5  cents. 

Alongside  custom-nouse  pier,  steamers  $21.90  United  States  gold 
per  day  for  the  first  four  days,  and  $43.80  for  each  additional  day. 
For  sailing  vessels,  $21.90  per  day  for  the  first  six  days,  and  $43.80 
for  each  additional  day.  For  sailing  vessels  exceeding  1,000  tons, 
the  same  per  day  for  the  first  eight  days  and  for  each  day  thereafter, 
$43.80  per  day. 

Pilotage,  75  cents  United  States  gold  per  100  registered  tons. 

Towage,  $4.86  United  States  gold  per  100  registered  tons. 

At  Tdcahuano  the  Oiilean  Government  has  made  some  extensive 
harbor  improvements  during  the  past  year^  including  a  dry  dock 
capable  of  admitting  a  15,000-ton  ship.    This  is  connected  with  the 
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extensive  naval  yards  being  built  at  that  point,  and  was  originally 
intended  for  repairing  navd  ships,  but  will  be  used  by  commerciai 
vessels  whenever  possible.  There  are  now  2,000  men  employed  in 
the  naval  yards  at  that  place.  The  bay  of  Talcahuano  is  one  of  the 
finest  natural  harbors  on  the  Pacific  coast. 


IQUIQUE. 

By  CoNsuii  Rba  Hanna* 

At  the  beginning  of  1907  the  outlook  was  very  good  and  the  price 
of  nitrate  of  soda,  which  is  the  commercial  barometer  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Iquique  district,  was  quite  steady  at  ^ood  rates. 
Exchange  be^an  to  drop,  however,  ana  business  steadily  declined 
throughout  the  year.  The  price  of  nitrate  also  imderwent  a  great 
reduction,  until  in  December  it  reached  $1.70  per  quintal  (101.41 
pounds)^  which  is  nearly  as  low  a  price  as  will  aomit  the  running  of 
many  nitrate  works.  The  imports  did  not  undergo  an  appreciable 
diminution,  as  the  merchants  had  to  accept  orders  contracted  for, 
but  collections  were  difficult.  In  December  a  strike  of  the  laborers 
in  the  nitrate  works  practically  paralyzed  trade  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
although  the  strike  was  settled  on  December  21. 

The  outlook  for  1908  was  not  bright,  although  the  financial  crisis 
was  not  felt  directly.  The  paper  peso  (the  circulating  medium), 
which  is  legally  worth  $0,366,  is  depreciated  at  this  time  (April  27, 
1908),  to  about  50  per  cent  of  its  value,  and  the  small  change  is  very 
scarce  on  accoimt  of  its  being  worth  intrinsically  more  than  the  paper 
which  it  represents.  The  customs  warehouse  contains  a  supply  of 
goods  estimated  as  being  sufficient  for  two  years'  consumption,  as 
the  importers  are  awaiting  a  rise  in  exchange  before  paying  duties. 
The  prospects  for  an  increase  of  American  imports,  until  the  money 
market  is  established  on  a  firmer  basis,  is  poor. 

THE   FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  total  imports  into  Iquique  by  countries  of  oririn  during  1906, 
the  figures  being  the  latest  available,  together  with  tne  increase  over 
1905,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 


United  States 16,890, 


Australia 
Belj^mn. 
Fraooe... 
Germany 
Italy.... 
Japan 


Total. 

Increaae. 

16,890,438 

627,339 

45,966 

1,263,190 

3,790,590 

483  684 

19,011 

11,730,042 
75,454 
23,789 
197,001 
876,290 
45,096 
19,011 

Country. 


Spain 

Switserland 

United  Kingdom 
other  countries.. 

Total 


Total. 


1280,294 

8,506 

6,223,503 

513 


19,533,040 


Increase. 


$46,740 

5,631 

048,892 

113 


8,967,059 


The  United  States  ranks  fijrst  in  imports,  leading  its  closest  com- 
petitor, the  United  Kingdom,  by  nearly  $800,000.  It  leads  Ger- 
many by  more  than  $3,000,000  and  France  by  nearly  $5,500,000. 
The  increase  in  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1906  over  1905 
exceeded  the  increase  from  the  United  Kingdom  by  more  than 
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$700,000;  Germany,  $800,000,  and  France  by  more  than  $1,500,000. 
The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  into  Iquique  from  the 
United  States  durmg  1906  and  the  gain  over  1905  is  snown  in  the 
following  statement: 


Articles. 


Increase 

1(VM 

(+)or 

decrease 

(-). 

117,020 

+  HMS 

78,280 

+  19,450 

166,993 

+  59,810 

12,519 

+    5,643 

8,351 

+    2,331 

11,115 

+        858 

6,227 

+    1,303 

4,066 

-  14,180 

86,149 

+  22,070 

28,909 

+    7,230 

80,428 

+  42.377 

4,380 

-    1,813 

52,482 

+    5,857 

8,509 

-    1,387 

6,860 

+    3,992 

9,888 

+    5,844 

40,908 

+    3,016 

11,812 

+    7,176 

160,856 

+120,888 

30,436 

+    6,531 

21,604 

+    8,024 

36,379 

+  29,854 

23,343 

+  13,461 

4,746 

+    2,640 

4,928 

-        854 

158,775 

+  22,229 

Articles. 


1906. 


Increase 

(+)or 
decrease 


Axle  grease 

Bitters 

Breadstufls:  Flour 

Candles , 

Cement , 

Chairs , 

Drues , 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc., 

Fish:  Salmon , 

Flannel 

Qramophones,  etc 

Hats 

Iron  and  steel  manufao- 
tures: 

Bar 

Corrugated , 

Hardware 

Machinery- 
Cash  registers 

Machinery,    mis- 
cellaneous  

Sewing  machines. 

Typewriters 

Pipes 

Plates 

Rails 

Tubes 

Jewelry 

Leather,   and   manufac- 
tures of: 

Boots , 

Shoes 


Leather,  and    manufao 
tures  of —Continued. 

Leather 

Lumber ' 

OU:  I 

Kerosene I 

Linseed.- 

Machine 

Motors 

Muslin 

Paper 

Parasols 

Plasters 

Provisions: 

Bacon 

Tinned  meats 

Silk  goods 

Spirits,  etc.: 

Gin 

Rum 

Whisky 

Other 

Turpentine 

Vales'.*!!]!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Watches 

Wheels 

Other  articles 


Total. 


827,503 
4,843,906 

118,878 
4,455 

28,394 
5,087 
4,606 

21,166 
4,096 

21,178 

8,672 
8>760 

6,670 

3,650 
16,681 

8,067 
10,906 
13,152 

7,483 
29,704 

9,673 
610,674 


+    119,000 
+1,219,178 


27,212 
666 

2,133 
612 
1,118 
8,012 
3,846 
6,682 


2,060 
3,674 
2,661 

4,928 
3,633 
9,940 

818 
2,693 
10,827 

360 

9,266 

2,603 

61,879 


6,890,438 


+1,730,942 


Among  the  articles  imported  in  smaller  quantities  than  those 
mentioned  in  the  table  an  increase  was  made  in  asbestos,  billiard 
suppUes,  condensed  milk,  furniture,  hosiery,  twine,  cloth,  lamps, 
pamts,  soap,  tools,  wire,  etc. 

The  total  exportation  of  nitrate  of  soda  and  iodine  from  Iquique 
during  1907  amounted  to  3,656,663,152  and  573,837  poimds,  respec- 
tively. Of  these  quantities  20.9  per  cent  of  the  nitrate  and  28.4  per 
cent  of  the  iodine  went  to  the  United  States. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  of  nitrate  of  soda  from  the  entire  consular  district  to 
the  United  States  in  1907  were  valued  at  $16,510,736,  against 
$16,770,228  m  1906,  and  $15,114,910  in  1905. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Iquique  and  the  agencies  at 
Arica  and  Antofagasta  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  three 
years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

IQUIQXJE. 

$12,082 

503,320 

12,314,814 

2;i92 

i^?!^::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

11,415,998 

11,555,002 

677 

1842,060 

13,273,001 

100,000 

Nitrate  of  soda 

Other  arttclee                      

Total             

12,971,667 

14,215,081 

12,882,417 

AUCA. 

Cottoo 

1,447 

534 

17,543 

679 

7,077 

250 

21,549 

481 

rn^mt 

68 

Wool 

7.772 

other  articles 

14 

Total 

20,203 

28,877 

8,335 

ANTOrAQASTA. 

Copper  bars 

96,311 

238,606 

103,345 

8,407,227 

06,406 

618,281 

3,893 

8,750 

443,761 

Copper  pyrites 

394,846 

\^X^^^ 

474,585 
3,557,818 

151,326 

592,060 

7,280 

604 

Nitrate  of  soda 

4,195,622 
155,656 

Ore: 

Copper 

sSver::. :.:::::::.:...: : 

1,409,854 
6,547 
2,757 

Skins                         

Other  articles 

Total 

4,783,591 

4,564,919 

6,606,643 

Orand  total 

17,775,461 

18,806,877 

19,449,296 

During  1907  the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  at  Iquique  was 
1,907,652,  distributed  as  follows:  British,  932,416;  German,  430,594; 
Chilean,  393,920;  French,  84,048;  Norwegian,  24^715;  ItaUan,  19,631; 
Japanese,  7,648;  American,  742;  and  other  nations,  13,938. 

CONDmONS   AT  ABIOA   AGENCY. 

Tacna,  the  capital  and  principal  city  of  the  province  of  the  same 
name,  is  situated  about  40  miles  from  Arica,  the  only  port  in  this  dis- 
trict. Tacna  is  the  point  from  which,  generally,  goods  are  dispatched 
by  pack  trains  to  various  parts  of  Bolivia,  but  its  importance  in  this 
respect  has  for  some  years  been  diminishing,  most  of  the  traffic  for 
Bolivia  going  now  via  Molendo. 

Included  m  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Chile  and  Bolivia  in  1904 
was  an  article  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Chilean  Government 
would  construct  a  railroad  from  Arica  to  Lapaz,  the  line  to  be  used 
jointly  by  the  two  countries,  and  the  portion  in  Bolivian  territory  to  be 
turned  over  to  that  Government  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years,  counting 
from  the  date  of  completion.  A  survey  of  several  routes  was  made 
with  the  result  that  the  road  is  being  built  up  the  valley  of  the  river 
Uuta,  which  flows  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  about  6  miles  north  of 
Arica.  The  total  length  of  the  road  will  be  272  miles,  not  including 
branches.  In  order  to  reach  Lapaz  the  road  will  cross  the  Andes 
Mountains  at  a  minimum  altitude  of  13,123  feet.  Three  short 
branches  have  been  projected,  one  to  the  sulphur  deposits  of  Tacora, 
about  9  miles  in  length j  the  second  to  Coro-Coro,  6  miles;  and  the 
third  to  a  port  on  the  Rio  Desaguadero,  6  miles.    Belgium  steel  rails 
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are  being  used.  The  opening  of  the  road  from  Arica  to  Lapaz  will 
make  it  possible  to  develop  many  mining  properties  which  have  here- 
tofore been  unexploited  oy  reason  of  the  limited  means  of  trans- 
portation. 

The  Bolivian  Government,  by  arrangement  with  the  Chilean  Gov- 
ernment, has  established  a  custom-house  in  Arica  where  goods  destined 
forplaces  in  Bolivia  may  be  entered  and  the  duties  paia  thereon. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Arica  during  1906 — the  figures  being 
from  the  latest  Chilean  official  sources — ^was  $427,026  Umted  States 
currency.  Of  this  sum  the  United  States  fumisned  articles  worth 
$102,273;  United  Kingdom,  $121,605;  Germany,  $68,679;  Italy, 
$37,939;  India,  $37,167;  Canada,  $3,303,  and  all  other  coimtries, 
$56,059.  The  exports  from  Arica,  according  to  Chilean  customs 
statistics,  during  tne  same  period  amounted  to  $278,578,  of  which  the 
United  States  took  articles  valued  at  $18,353;  United  Kingdom, 
$229,284;  Germany,  $19,743;  France,  $6,424;  and  Peru,  $4,774. 


VAIiPARAISO. 

By  Consul  Alfred  A.  Winslow. 

This  consular  district  covers  all  the  important  interests  of  Chile 
save  nitrate  and  its  products.  Valparaiso  is  also  the  money  center  of 
the  coimtry,  and  is  very  quickly  aflFected  by  conditions  such  as  pre- 
vailed during  the  last  three  months  of  1907.  In  general,  1907  was  a 
prosperous  year  for  the  commercial,  industrial,  and  agricultural 
mterests  of  Valparaiso  and  the  southern  part  of  Chile,  which  covers  the 
mining  and  agncultural  portions.  The  unports  into  this  consular  dis- 
trict last  year  showed  an  increase  of  $22,188,976  United  States  gold, 
or  about  36  per  cent,  against  a  gain  of  $10,272,808,  or  about  20  per 
cent,  for  1906.  The  city  of  Valparaiso  alone  made  a  gain  of  $10,701,780, 
or  more  than  27  per  cent,  over  1906,  and  about  63  per  cent  over  1905. 

The  reconstruction  of  Valparaiso  and  the  neighboring  towns  and 
cities  that  suffered  so  severely  during  the  earthquake  of  August,  1906, 
has  progressed  very  satisfactorily,  and  in  many  places  but  little  is  left 
to  remind  one  of  those  terrible  days.  Many  thousands  of  workmen 
were  employed  on  the  work,  and  many  builcungs  were  restored,  while 
others  were  completely  torn  down  and  new  ones  erected.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  taken  an  active  part  in  straightening  and  widening  the 
streets  and  avenues  as  well  as  reconstructing  the  sewer  system  of  that 
portion  of  the  city  that  suffered  the  most,  so  that  when  the  work  is 
completed  Valparaiso  will  be  a  verjr  much  better  and  finer  city  than 
it  was  formerly.  The  buildings  being  erected  are  superior  to  those 
before  the  earthquake.  Very  much  more  steel  and  cement  are  used, 
and  care  is  taken  that  the  walls  are  well  supported  by  timber  as 
braces.^  It  will  require  two  or  three  jears  more  to  complete  the 
rebuilding  of  the  destroyed  portion,  dunng  which  time  there  will  be  a 
great  demand  for  building  material.  Tlie  lumber  and  cement  stocks 
are  very  heavy,  probably  enough  to  supply  the  demand  for  six  or  eight 
months. 
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NEEDED  HABBOB  IMFBOYEMENTS. 

The  question  of  the  needed  extensive  harbor  improvements  for  the 
port  of  Valpariso  received  much  attention  during  the  past  year,  and 
several  different  projects  were  presented,  which  are  being  discussed. 
Many  soundings  were  made  to  ascertain  what  effect  the  earthquake 
had  on  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  No  material  change  was  noted.  The 
diflSculty  to  be  overcome  in  building  a  breakwater  or  dock  is  the  great 
depth  or  the  bay.     During  the  year  several  concessions  were  granted 

Envate  parties  to  put  in  small  docks  and  piers,  and  the  Government 
as  ordered  the  extension  of  the  custom-house  pier  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  basin  with  a  pier  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  from  Val- 
Earaiso,  which  will  relieve  the  congestion  of  freight  at  the  custom- 
ouse  uy  landing  at  this  new  pier  much  of  the  imports  that  are  for 
the  interior. 

The  port  charges  at  Valparaiso  are  heavy  when  it  ia  understood 
that  ships  at  the  custom-house  pier  are  limited  to  the  number  of  tons 
that  can  be  unloaded  dailv,  and  all  ships  that  are  not  able  to  get 
alongside  the  pier  must  imload  into  lighters,  which  is  also  expensive. 
The  shipping  interest  of  the  port  of  Valparaiso  is  gaining  rapidly, 
and  the  future  is  bright  if  the  harbor  improvements  contemplated 
are  made.  The  Government  has  the  matter  under  consideration  and 
may  b^in  work  at  almost  any  time.  During  1907  there  were  242 
more  ships  entered  at  this  port  than  during  1905,  with  an  additional 
tonnage  of  436,513  tons. 

EXPOBTS  TO  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Valparaiso  to  the  United  States 
during  1907  (the  records  for'  1905  ana  1906  were  destroyed  by  the 
earthquake)  was  $3,301,918.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Beans 

Beeswax 

Clover  seed 

HiSeJf'.V.V.V.r.*.! 
Hoosehold  effects. 
Nitrate  of  soda.... 
Quebracho  extract, 
QulUaibark 


$5,479 

8,647 

38,745 

2,661,403 

1,382 

5,174 

189,237 

43,530 

5,673 


Articles. 


Sheep  intestines. 

Sldns 

Walnuts 

Wool 

Zinc  ore 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


I9,*731 

203,715 

91,974 

32,106 

2,464 

2,568 


3,301,918 
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PERU,  ECUADOR,  AND  PARAGUAY, 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  is  herewith  given  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Peru, 
Ecuador,  and  Paraguay  for  1907,  as  presented  in  consular  reports. 

The  volume  of  trade  of  both  Peru  and  Ecuador  shows  a  normal 
growth,  although  a  decline  of  about  one-third  in  the  price  of  rubber, 
one  of  the  important  articles  of  export,  checked  trade  somewhat 
toward  the  close  of  the  year.  It  is  noticeable  that  while  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  these  countries  increased  during  the  period 
under  consideration  the  increase,  particularly  in  imports  from  the 
United  States,  was  less  in  volume  and  the  percentage  of  increase 
strikingly  less  than  that  of  a  number  of  European  countries,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  chief  imports  of  Peru  and  Ecuador 
are  articles  which  may  well  be  supplied  from  the  United  States. 
Some  of  the  reasons  for  this  are  touched  upon  in  this  review.  The 
establishment  of  a  new  steamship  line  between  New  York  and  the 
west  coast  ports  of  South  America  is  expected  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  in  all  of  the  South  American  republics  facing 
the  Pacific. 

The  continued  extension  of  railway,  electric,  and  telegraph  lines 
gives  constantly  widening  markets  for  foreign  goods.  Wireless  teleg- 
raphy is  also  being  employed  in  Pery  to  establish  communication 
with  interior  points  otherwise  difficult  to  reach. 

The  direct  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Peru  in  1908  were  of 
the  value  of  $5,815,495  as  compared  with  $6,876,217  in  1907  and 
$5,192,455  in  1906.  The  direct  imports  in  1908  were  $5,857,221  in 
value  as  compared  with  $7,098,298  in  1907  and  $2,933,508  in  1906. 
The  lack  of  good  transportation  facilities  from  the  United  States  to 
Peru,  Consul-General  Taylor  says,  greatly  hinders  trade,  and  pre- 
vents the  United  States  from  supplying  Peru  with  practically  all  of 
its  imports  of  iron  and  steel  products.  Sailing  vessels  bring  goods 
to  Peru  from  Europe  at  one-half  the  rates  charged  by  steamships 
from  the  United  States.  While  there  is  still  much  complaint  of  bad 
packing  there  is  a  notable  improvement  in  that  respect.  Over  300 
parcels-post  packages  from  the  United  States  to  Peru  were  returned 
in  one  year  owing  to  defect  in  direction,'  etc.  That  is  something  that 
also  retards  trade  with  Peru.  In  the  development  of  copper  mining 
in  Peru  American  mining  machinery  is  used  very  largely,  and  the 
consul  reports  that  it  is  the  expectation  that  the  production  of  copper 
will  reach  50,000  tons  annually.  The  Peruvians  also  export  a  good 
deal  of  rubber  in  which  there  is  expectation  of  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  trade. 
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The  direct  exports  to  Ecuador  from  the  United  States  in  1908 
were  in  value  $1,814,439;  in  1907,  $1,884,107;  and  in  1906,  $1,834,576, 
showing  little  variation.  The  direct  imports  were  $2,196,131  in  1908, 
$2,835,395  in  1907,  and  $3,281,684  in  1906.  Accordmg  to  the  official 
figures  of  Ecuador  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  were 
$3,347,185  and  the  imports  from  the  United  States  $2,349,182.  Con- 
siderable of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  these  South 
American  countries  goes  indirectly,  and  is  not  therefore  recorded  in 
the  trade  statistics  of  the  United  States  relating  to  the  countries  in 
question.  In  the  increased  imports  of  Ecuador  in  1907  the  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Italy,  Spain,  and  Chile  all  supplied  much  more 
of  their  products  than  did  the  United  States. 

The  direct  exports  to  Paraguay  have  never  been  large  and  were  in 
value  in  1908  only  $55,229  as  compared  with  $170,893  in  1907  and 
$110,496  in  1906.  The  direct  imports  in  1908  were  $16,347  in  value 
as  compared  with  $7,261  in  1907  and  $1,200  in  1906.  But  some 
United  States  products  reach  Paraguay  from  other  countries.  Para- 
guay is  small,  isolated,  and  thinly  settled,  but  whenever  supplied 
with  good  transportation  facilities  it  may  be  expected  to  develop 
rapidly.  Immigrants  do  not  find  their  way  to  Paraguay,  as  it  is 
900  miles  from  Buenos  Aires  without  any  satisfactory  transportation 
facilities.  In  an  agricultural  sense  the  country  is  undeveloped,  and 
its  primitive  state  of  industrial  work  offers  a  market  only  for  the 
simplest  machinery  and  implements.  Its  mineral  resources  are  un- 
known, and  it  has  only  155  miles  of  railway  in  operation.  The  bulk 
of  the  business  is  in  the  hands  of  the  British.  Rubber-producing 
plants  are  common,  though  not  much  has  been  done  to  develop  the 
industry.  Freights  from  the  United  States  are  much  higher  than 
from  Europe.  The  country  has  a  good  school  system,  but  compara- 
tively few  schools.  Com  is  the  staple  crop.  The  United  States  is 
much  behind  other  countries  in  trade  with  Paraguay,  as  it  is  in  sup- 
plying products  to  other  South  American  countries.  This  is  in  a 
considerable  degree  due  to  a  lack  of  proper  transportation  and  bank- 
ing facilities. 


EEVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  PEEU. 

By  Conbitl-Genebal  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Caixao. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Peru  for  the  year  1907  was  $28,738,- 
660,  and  of  the  imports  $27,573,935,  a  net  balance  in  favor  of  Peru 
of  $1,167,725,  which  is  a  slight  increase  over  1906.  For  the  first  half 
of  1908  these  trade  conditions  were  well  maintained,  notwithstand- 
ing the  general  depression  the  world  over.  The  fact  that  Peru  has 
no  depreciated  paper  currency  outstanding  is  very  much  in  the  coim- 
try's  favor  durmg  times  like  these.    The  only  money  in  circulation 
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here  is  coin  on  a  gold  basis.    In  this  respect  Peru  has  the  advantage 
of  most  of  the  South  American  republics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  Peru  from 
and  to  the  various  countries  of  the  world  during  the  year  1907 : 


Countries. 


United  States. 

Australia 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 

China 

Colombia 


Imports. 


96,751,996 

1,506,935 

1,264,802 

5,875 

81,120 

1,176,709 

90,390 

10,831 


Exports. 


96,409,657 


1,278,602 

660,889 

7,949 

2,888,161 


2,043 


Countriei. 


Ecuador 

France 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

Italy 

Japan 

Spain 

Other  countries.. 


Imports. 


9822,788 

1,114,880 

4,864,974 

7.964,811 

886,902 

40,141 

285,427 

1,644,830 


Exports. 


9121.410 

2,246,876 

1,775,798 

12,866,960 

25,057 

87, 4X 

287.946 

880,662 


Compared  with  1906,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  increased 
over  $200,000;  Germany,  over  $160,000;  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
over  $1,118,000.  Chile's  sales  fell  off  nearly  $200,000.  Belgium,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  an  increase  of  over  $340,000  and,  next  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  largest  gain. 

In  exports  from  Peru,  Great  Britain  not  only  remains  Peru's  best 
patron,  but  has  increased  its  purchases  during  the  year  1907  over 
$450,000.  The  second  best  customer  is  the  United  States,  thus  sup- 
planting Chile.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  of  over  $3,200,000.  This  large  amount  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  while  the  value  of  the  mintral  exports  in  1906  was  $665,438, 
in  1907  it  was  $5,203,613.  Up  to  June  30, 1908,  the  value  of  the  min- 
eral exports  to  the  United  States  was  $2,787,854.  The  exports  to 
Chile  fell  off  over  $2,446,000,  and  there  is  also  a  decrease  to  Germany 
of  over  $700,000 ;  a  small  decrease  to  France,  and  an  increase  to  Bd- 
gium  of  over  $679,000.  In  1906,  Great  Britain's  sales  to  Peru  fell 
off  over  $600,000,  but  this  loss  has  been  more  than  regained  in  1907. 

LACK  OF   WHARFAGE — RAILWAY  AND  TELEGRAPH  EXTENSION. 

There  is  all  along  this  coast  insufficient  wharfage  to  meet  the  rap- 
idly-growing trade.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  ports  of  Callao  and 
Mollendo.  It  has  been  no  uncommon  thing  for  ships  to  have  to  lie  out 
in  the  harbor  four,  five,  six,  and  even  twelve  weeks  before  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  to  discharge  cargoes.  In  addition  to  tnis  the 
freiffht  handlers  have  gone  on  frequent  strikes,  which  has  very  mate- 
rially interfered  with  trade. 

Kailroad  extensions  are  being  carried  on  by  the  Peruvian  Corpora- 
tion from  Yonan  to  Chilete,  from  Huari  to  Huaucayo,  and  from 
Checacupe  to  Cuzco.  These  extensions,  if  the  contract  is  adhered  to, 
will  be  completed  in  September,  1908.  A  concession  from  Chimbote 
to  Recuay  has  been  forfeited.  Considerable  work  had  been  done  on 
this  line,  but  the  hard  times  prevented  the  promoters  from  getting 
suflScient  funds  to  carry  on  the  work. 

During  the  past  year  730  miles  of  new  telegraph  lines  were  con- 
structed, and  390  miles  more  are  well  on  the  way  to  completion. 
Partly  by  telegraph  and  partly  by  wireless,  direct  communications 
are  now  had  between  Iquitos  and  Lima.  This  is  a  great  innovation, 
as  formerly  communication  with  that  far-away  place  was  by  post 
only,  which  required  from  forty  to  sixty  days. 
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MINING — CX)NSUMPnON    OF    WHEAT. 

Durinff  the  second  half  of  1906,  9,485  mining  claims  were  filed ;  in 
the  first  half  of  1907,  12,858,  and  in  the  second  half  of  1907,  15,394. 
In  the  first  half  of  1908, 18,728  have  been  filed.  The  following  table 
shows  the  value  of  the  metals  and  ores  exported  in  1907 : 


Metals. 

Value. 

* 
MeUls. 

Value. 

Antimony 

127,686 

1,168 

8,947,194 

109,107 

61 

Mica 

140 

Gold 

Silver 

629  941 

Copoer  

Vanadium 

19,801 

L^T:.:::::::::::::. ::::::::::: ::: 

Total 

Man^^anese 

9,734,887 

According  to  figures  just  published,  the  population  of  Lima  Prov- 
ince is  172,727,  distributed  as  follows:  City  of  Lima,  140,884;  15,551 
in  adjacent  towns,  and  16,492  in  the  agricultural  districts. 

About  50,000  tons  of  wheat  are  consumed  in  Peru  each  year. 
Chile  supplies  the  most,  although  a  considerable  amount  comes  from 
Australia.  To  make  the  best  iSour  the  wheats  of  different  countries 
are  blended.  The  wheat  that  comes  from  the  United  States  is  shipped 
from  Tacoma.  ^  Until  freight  rates  are  reduced,  wheat  from  the  inte- 
rior of  the  United  States  can  not  be  sent  to  Peru  and  compete  at  a 
profit. 

BANKS — MARKET  FOR  AMERICAN   LUMBER,  IRON,  AND   STEEL. 

A  bank  statement  for  all  the  banks  of  Peru  just  published  shows 
that  these  institutions  were  in  satisfactory  condition  June  30,  1908, 
as  compared  with  1907.    The  following  is  the  statement  referred  to  : 


Gash  on  hand 

Deposits 

Capital  and  reserve*. 

Total  resources 


1907. 


$4,866,790 
21,562,136 
8,285,770 


1908. 


•4,974,320 

24,810,896 

8,744,565 


29,847,905  I  33,555,460 


During  the  past  twelve  months  there  have  been  in  this  port  24 
American  vessels,  all  from  the  Puget  Sound  district,  transporting 
lumber,  in  all  about  23,000,000  feet.  This  trade  is  on  the  increase. 
Much  of  this  lumber  is  used  in  the  mines  for  supporting  purposes. 
One  company  alone  uses  as  much  as  1,000,000  feet  a  month. 

American  trade  in  iron  and  steel  has  improved  in  the  last  eight 
months.  The  establishment  of  the  New  York  and  South  American 
Steamship  Line,  an  independent  line  of  steamers  plying  between 
New  York  and  the  west-coast  ports  of  South  America,  enables  United 
States  products  to  be  laid  down  here  at  rates  that  compare  favorably 
with  European  terms.  Sailing  vessels,  however,  from  Liverpool, 
Hamburg,  and  other  points,  carrying  cargoes  at  less  than  half  steam- 
ship rates,  put  American  goods  at  a  disadvantage.  But  less  than 
half  of  the  goods  imported  from  Europe  are  carried  in  sailing  vessels, 
as  the  delay  is  a  very  important  item.  At  the  present  time  all  the 
purchases  made  by  the  Peruvian    Government    for   railroads    and 
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bridges  are  from  the  United  States,  and  this  is  practically  so  of  the 
Peruvian  Corporation.  There  is  also  a  growing  trade  tor  United 
States  products  in  galvanized  corrugated  sheets,  standard  pipe,  tin 
plate,  beams,  bars,  etc.,  notwithstanding  close  competition  made  by 
the  use  of  inferior  goods.  The  only  discouragement  that  United 
States  interests  meet  with  to  get  the  entire  trade  of  Peru  in  iron  and 
steel  products  is  want  of  proper  transportation  facilities  at  competing 
rates. 

PACKING. 

An  improvement  in  the  matter  of  packing  goods  is  noted,  though 
there  is  still  much  to  be  remedied.  In  the  parcels-post  department  of 
the  post-office  one  sees  the  worst  examples  of  packing.  Compared 
with  the  work  done  by  other  countries,  that  of  the  United  States  is 
far  behind.  This  may  account  for  the  fact  that  other  countries  are 
doing  most  of  the  business  through  this  means.  During  the  year 
over  300  packages  were  returned  to  the  United  States  for  various 
reasons,  but  chiefly  because,  being  samples,  consignees  were  called 
upon  to  pay  receiving  dues,  amounting  to  30  cents  on  each  package, 
besides  the  duty.  MSny  of  these  sample  packages  were  returned  at 
the  sender's  expense.  In  other  cases  the  packages  were  so  much 
injured  owing  to  bad  packing  that  they  were  refused. 

Goods  now  coming  through  the  custom-house  show  some  improve- 
ment in  the  packing.  A  New  York  firm  sent  its  salesman  here  a 
few  months  ago.  It  was  their  first  venture  in  this  field.  The  sales- 
man took  many  orders,  and  was  particular  in  his  instructions  to  the 
firm  as  to  how  the  goods  must  be  packed.  The  firm  followed  his 
instructions  and  the  goods  arrived  here  in  such  splendid  condition  as 
to  bring  forth  most  flattering  comments  from  the  customers.  An 
order  for  show  cases  from  an  American  firm  that  did  not  follow  the 
instructions  of  its  salesman  in  the  packing  came  here  in  a  condition 
that  attracted  attention  of  the  people  on  the  sidewalks  bv  the  noise  of 
jingling  broken  glass  as  the  cases  were  carted  through  the  streets. 
The  firm  duplicated  the  order,  but  was  particular  to  pack  this  time  as 
their  salesman  directed,  with  the  result  that  the  cases  came  in  such 
perfect  condition  that  another  firm  seeing  them  as  they  were  being 
unpacked  immediately  had  the  order  duplicated  for  themselves. 

TRAVELING   SALESMEN. 

Owing  to  trade  depression  in  the  United  States  many  firms  have 
sent  traveling  salesmen  here  for  the  first  time,  seeking  an  outlet  for 
their  surplus  stocks.  Unfortunately  this  first  visit  is  at  a  time  when 
depression  is  universal,  so  that  there  is  little  demand.  Still,  it  is  a 
beginning  that  may  lead  to  something  better  when  business  revives. 
A  member  of  an  ionerican  firm,  on  reading  a  consular  report  to  the 
effect  that  all  South  American  trade  in  nis  firm's  line  was  done 
through  European  houses,  but  that  it  might  as  well  be  done  by  firms 
in  the  United  States,  concluded  to  make  a  personal  investigation  of 
the  situation.  His  trip  to  South  America  resulted  in  many  orders, 
with  prospects  of  more  in  the  future. 

Unfortunately  for  all  concerned,  some  salesmen  never  call  on  the 
consul.  The  latter  can  not  stay  in  a  strange  country  many  months 
without  picking  up  some  information  that  would  benefit  the  salesman 
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coming  to  the  country  for  the  first  time,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
salesman  can  assist  the  consul  materially  with  his  expert  knowledge  of 
the  business  he  represents. 


SAIiATERRY. 

By  CoNSULAB  Aqbnt  Cecil  H.  H.  Caldicx)tt. 

The  total  exports  of  Salaverry  for  1907  amounted  to  38,895  tons, 
consisting  of  sugar,  alcohol,  cocoa,  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead  ores, 
silver  sulphide,  coffee,  starch,  wool,  cotton,  and  hides.  By  far  the 
most  important  item  was  sugar,  of  which  357,842  sacks,  or  36,553 
tons,  were  exported.  The  United  States  took  4,940  tons  of  this  sugar. 
Cocoa  to  the  amount  of  177  tons,  valued  at  $41,858 ;  mixed  ores,  prin- 
cipally silver,  copper,  and  lead,  and  amounting  to  176  tons,  valued 
at  $16,782,  were  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  merchandise  imported  during  the  year  amounted  to 
$148,733,  the  class  of  goods  and  their  respective  values  being  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


Agrlcultuml  implemenUi 

Automobiles , 

Almanacs , 

Cement  In  barrels , 

Clocks  and  watches 

Canned  goods , 

Cartsand  harness 

Oashre^sters 

Cotton  drilling 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  perfumery 

Furniture,  wooden 

Electrical  supplies 

Firearms  and  ammunition 

Fancy  goods 

Glass  and  china  ware 

Hardware,  nails,  tools,  etc 

Instruments,  surgical  and  scientific 

Iron  and  steel 

Kerosene,  refined 

Lumber,  pine,  redwood,  oak 


Value. 


93,321 
1,880 

289 
2,498 

111 
1,234 

476 

500 
2,854 
12,666 
2,698 

672 

770 
1,179 

891 
7,827 

173 

6,998 

9,209 

20,851 


Articles. 


Lamps  and  lanterns -. 

Laid 

Machinery 

Machinery,  fittings  and  repairs 

oils,  paints 

Paper,  stationery^,  printing  supplies. 

Rope,  twine,  string , 

Rails,  steel 

Rosin 

Scales,  counter  and  platfonn , 

Shoes  and  leather 

Shooksfor  boxes 

Sewing  machines , 

Tallow  and  grease 

Turpentine 

Various  articles 

Whisky  and  wine 

Wheat 

Wire,  barbed  and  telegraph 


Value. 


$852 
1,671 
23.425 
2,084 
6,418 
1,906 
5,390 
4,285 
1,260 

489 
2,004 
2,698 
4,296 
1,766 

892 
1,962 

600 
8.514 
2,196 


Huanchaco,  a  port  in  this  district  about  12  miles  north,  exported 
192,425  sacks  of  surar,  weighing  20,190,781  kilos  (19,878  tons),  of 
which  only  2,000  sacks,  weighing  204  tons,  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States.  Huanchaco  exported  4,958  cases,  containing  29,748  gallons, 
of  alcohol  to  southern  Peru,  Chile,  and  Bolivia. 

PACKING  MACHINERY. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  desired  in  the  matter  of  packing  goods  for 
this  market,  especially  in  hardware  and  machinery.  Plows,  Knocked- 
down,  are  packed  in  cases  that  are  not  sufficiently  stiffened  to  support 
the  weight  of  the  contents.  As  cargo  for  this  port  has  to  be  trans- 
shipped several  times,  by  the  time  it  is  received  on  shore  the  cases  are 
often  broken,  and  one  who  is  not  an  experienced  packer  of  this  class 
of  goods  finds  it  almost  impossible  to  put  the  contents  back  again, 
the  space  having  been  so  closely  calculated  that  the  parts  will  only 
go  in  one  way.  The  result  is  that  some  pieces  are  left  out  and  must 
be  packed  separately  and  are  liable  to  be  lost.  Exporters  should 
send  printed  slips  with  their  goods,  explaining  how  the  buyer  may 
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order  duplicates  of  any  part,  with  corresponding  sketches  showing 
the  number  or  name  of  the  pieces.  This  would  save  the  buyer  con- 
siderable annoyance  and  expense,  and  also  complaints  that  the  ma- 
chinery does  not  work  well,  because  it  is  either  short  a  part,  or  the 
owner,  even  if  all  parts  have  arrived,  does  not  know  how  to  put  them 
together.  Care  should  be  taken  in  packing  bright  goods,  such  as 
knives,  tools,  etc.,  to  preserve  them  from  rust. 

There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  class  of  catalogues  sent, 
there  being  a  much  greater  proportion  of  them  printed  in  Spanish, 
These  have  been  well  received  and  will  bring  good  results. 

MINING ^RAILWAY  BUILDING SUGAR  CULTIVATION. 

There  has  been  considerably  more  interest  taken  in  mining  this 
year  and  increasing  quantities  of  ore  are  being  brought  down  to  the 
coast,  but  until  more  roads  are  opened  to  the  interior  the  mines  can 
not  be  properly  developed.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  take  up  ma- 
chinery, owing  to  the  difficulties  of  transportation,  but  as  soon  as 
this  difficulty  has  been  overcome  there  will  be  great  opportunities 
for  mining  capitalists.  The  local  authorities  and  merchants  are  con- 
tinuing their  campaign  with  a  view  of  extending  the  existing  railway 
lines.  Commissions  have  been  sent  by  the  Government  to  make  sur- 
veys and  report  on  the  routes. 

As  the  cultivation  of  sugar  depends  on  a  variable  supply  of  water, 
there  is  considerable  land  that  for  the  lack  of  this  element  is  not  culti- 
vated. The  question  of  carefully  studying  the  conditions  and  im- 
g roving  and  conserving  the  supply  has  been  actively  taken  up  by  the 
rovernment  and  planters,  an  American  expert  having  been  recently 
sent  here  to  investigate  and  make  a  report  on  this  matter.  Artesian 
wells  have  not  given  good  results,  but  water  has  been  obtained  at 
400  feet  that  is  being  utilized  by  pumping. 


IQUIT08. 

By  Consul  Charles  C.  Eberhabdt. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  building  during  the  year,  many 
substantial  dwellings,  first-class  business  houses,  public  buildings,  en- 
largements at  the  pier,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  prefectura  being 
among  the  improvements. 

Two  daily  papers  have  been  established  and  are  prospering.  This 
will  probably  seem  strange  when  it  is  remembered  that  Iquitos  is 
absolutely  shut  off  from  prompt  communication  with  the  outside 
world,  and  that  if  by  chance  news  reaches  here  within  a  month  of 
its  occurrence  we  consider  ourselves  fortunate.  Advertising  is  the 
secret  of  the  ability  of  a  daily  paper  to  exist  in  Iquitos.  The  revenue 
derived  from  subscriptions  is  small,  but  competition  in  business  has 
become  very  strong  and  most  of  the  merchants  advertise  extensively 
at  rates  that  are  fixed  at  a  high  figure. 

AVIRELESS    COMMUNICATION    WITH    LIMA. 

Probably  the  improvement  of  most  direct  importance  to  the  town 
at  present  contemplated  or  about  to  be  realized  is  the  wireless  tele- 

fraph.    Messages  are  being  sent  regularly  from  Lima  to  Masisea. 
'he  completion  of  the  system  from  Masisea  to  Iquitos  is  being 
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brouffht  about  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  materials  all  having  arrived 
and  the  station  at  Iquitos  almost  completed.  Two  more  stations  are 
to  be  established,  making  three  in  all,  within  a  distance  of  approxi- 
mately 400  miles.  At  the  stations  already  established  three  masts  of 
45  meters  in  height  each  have  been  used,  but  in  the  establishment  of 
these  new  stations  a  single  mast  of  65  meters  is  to  be  used  at  each. 

The  Telefunken  Company,  of  Berlin,  has  the  contract  for  the  work ; 
the  company  Die  Geselischaft  fiir  Drahtlose  Telegraphie,  of  Berlin, 
has  furnished  the  material,  and  a  Norwegian  by  birth,  educated  in 
Germany  and  a  capable  young  man,  has  charge  of  the  work.  He 
states  that  the  system  will  be  in  working  order  the  entire  distance  be- 
tween Lima  and  Iquitos  by  the  end  of  the  year  1908.  This  will  prove 
a  great  benefit  to  the  town.  Among  the  immediate  results  of  im- 
portance to  the  local  business  circles  will  be  the  establishment  of  a 
bank,  for  which  there  is  great  need  and  which  should  do  good  busi- 
ness from  the  start. 

In  October  of  the  present  year  the  resident  partner  of  the  firm 
owning  the  electric-light  plant  in  Iquitos  secured  a  concession  for 
the  construction  of  an  electric  railway,  and  materials  were  imme- 
diately ordered  from  both  the  United  States  and  France,  one  of  the 
parties  furnishing  part  of  the  capital  for  the  project  being  a  French- 
man. Owing  to  the  imsettled  condition  of  the  money  markets  at  the 
time,  the  orders  were  canceled  in  December,  so  for  the  time  being 
all  negotiations  are  at  a  standstill.  The  concession  is  good  for  two 
years,  iiowever,  and  the  local  partners  feel  that  within»  another  year 
active  construction  may  begin.  Some  doubt  may  be  entertained  as 
to  the  success  of  such  a  venture,  but  the  men  interested  do  not  enter- 
tain any  such  view.  They  cite  as  a  proof  of  the  prospects  for  the 
imdertaking  the  immense  traffic  and  success  of  the  narrow-gauge 
steam  road  now  in  operation  and  the  fact  that  the  owners  of  this 
road  have  offered  them  a  handsome  sum  for  the  concession.  This 
is  quite  probable  also,  considering  that,  according  to  Peruvian  law, 
when  once  an  electric  line  is  put  down  and  is  in  operation  in  a  town 
or  city  the  steam  roads  are  obliged  te  quit  business. 

INCREASES  IN  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  volume  of  shipping  for  the  year  has  been  satisfactorv  from 
every  standpoint,  there  having  beeii  a  noteworthy  increase  fn  both 
exports  and  imports.  No  svstematic  record  of  countries  of  origin 
or  destination  of  imports  andf  exports  is  kept  in  Iquitos,  and,  further, 
access  to  such  records  as  do  exist  has  recently  been  denied  outsiders. 
However,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  shipping  company,  an  ap- 
proximation which  can  be  depended  upon  as  being  reasonably  ac- 
curate has  been  secured. 

The  exports  for  1906  and  1907,  consisting  practically  of  rubber 
only,  amounted  to  2,152  and  2,568  tons,  respectively.  Accurate  fig- 
ures for  Caballo  Cocha,  a  small  port  one  day's  journey  down  the 
river  from  Iquitos,  from  which  a  limited  amount  of  rubber  is 
shipped,  paying  duties  through  Iquitos,  are  only  approximated,  and 
are,  respectively,  250  and  400  tons  for  the  two  years  considered.  The 
imports  for  the  same  two  years  are  approximately  7,000  and  7,500 
tons  from  the  United  States  and  25,000  and  27,500  tons  from 
Europe. 
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To  handle  this  cargo  the  pier,  storage  sheds,  hoisting  crane,  etc., 
have  proved  inadequate,  even  arter  the  completion  dunn^  the  year 
of  an  additional  200  feet  of  pier  and  a  storage  shed  of  400  tcMis 
capacity.  As  a  result  the  shipping  company  is  now  renting  outside 
buildings  for  storage,  putting  m  two  more  cranes,  and  contemplates 
an  immediate  extension  to  the  pier  of  120  feet  and  a  new  shed  with 
storage  capacity  for  500  tons. 

BUSINESS   CONDrnONS   AND  FUTUBE  PBOSPECTS. 

At  present,  though  there  seems  little  abatement  in  the  nimiber  of 
buildings  being  constructed,  conditions  in  business  circl^  in  Iquitos 
are  in  a  bad  way.  The  merchants,  viewing  with  satisfaction  the  phe- 
nomenal progress  of  the  place  during  the  past  few  years  and  expect- 
ing an  iminterrupted  continuance  of  such  advance,  ordered  more 
goods  than  ever  rrom  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Then  came 
the  drop  in  the  price  of  rubber,  the  article  upon  which  all  business 
success  in  Iquitos  depends,  from  the  figure  paid  last  year,  65  to  70 
soles  ($32  to  $35)  per  arroba  of  33  pounds,  to  the  present  price,  40 
soles  (approximately  $20)  for  the  same  amount.  As  a  result,  the 
merchants  have  their  stores  overstocked  with  goods  and  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  thirty  days'  limit,  the  time  aflowed  for  removal  of 
the  ffoods  from  the  custom-house.  These  goods  have  usually  been 
purchased  at  high  prices  in  foreign  markets,  and  the  local  merchant, 
depending  upon  rubber  shipments  to  reduce  his  indebtedness,  finds 
the  purchasing  power  of  rubber  reduced  to  a  minimum.  At  these 
low  prices  the  merchants  find  difficulty  in  furnishing  enough  rubber 
to  their  foreign  creditors,  because  the  local  rubber  gatherers  will  not 
sell  at  such  figures  except  when  absolutely  oblig^  to.  Two  firms 
have  already  practically  suspended,  and  unless  some  unlooked-for 
betterment  comes  very  soon  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  several  other 
failures  would  be  reported.  A  spirit  of  unrest  prevails  here,  and  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  outlook  is  not  encouraging.  Even  under 
most  favorable  conditions  Iquitos  is  not  an  ideal  juace  to  live  in, 
great  sacrifices  being  necessary. 

EEVIEW  OF  TEADE  OOITDITIOirS  OF  EOUADOE. 

By  Consxtl-Genebal  Herman  R.  Dietbioh,  Guayaquil. 

The  total  exports  from  Ecuador  in  1907  were  valued  at  $11,793,213, 
an  increase  of  $102,970  over  the  previous  year.  The  increase  would 
have  been  considerably  more  but  for  the  short  crop  of  cocoa,  which 
sold  at  a  higher  price  than  usual. 

The  countries  showing  a  notable  increase  in  the  amount  of  products 
purchased  from  Ecuador  over  the  previous  year  were:  France,  with 
an  increase  of  $634,032;  United  Kingdom,  $471,644;  and  Italy, 
$75,546.  The  United  States  during  the  same  period  received  $573,- 
591  less  of  Ecuador's  products  than  in  1906;  Germany,  $414,229  j  and 
Spain,  $144,155.  The  principal  articles  exported  were  cocoa,  ivory 
nuts,  hats  (toquilla  straw),  nibber,  hides,  coffee,  and  gold  ore. 

The  total  imports  into  Ecuador  in  1907  were  valued  at  $9,849,987, 
an  increase  of  $1,344,187,  compared  with  1906,  which  was  due  to  the 
gradual  development  and  growth  of  the  Republic.  The  countries 
Slowing  notably  increased  sales  of  commodities  to  Ecuador  in  1907, 
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as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  were  the  United  Kingdom,  an 
increase  of  $760,821;  Germany,  $252,820;  Italy,  $166,094;  Spain, 
$96,815;  Chile,  $62,733;  and  the  United  States,  $20,732.  The  leading 
articles  imported  were  textiles,  food  products,  iron  and  hardware, 
wines  and  liauors,  coal,  machinery,  clothing,  drugs  and  medicines, 
shoes  and  finaings,  paper,  cordage  and  twine,  candles,  hats,  crockery 
and  glassware,  and  arms  and  ammunition. 


TRADE  OF  THE  COUNTRY  IN  DETAIL. 


The  total  imports  into  and  exports  from  Ecuador  and  the  share  of 
the  United  States  during  the  past  five  years  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

United  States. 

Total. 

United  States. 

1903 

15,524,907 
7,669.585 
7.866,945 
8.506,800 
9,849,987 

$1,896,268 
2,448.924 
2,271,121 
2,328,450 
2,849,182 

19,313,177 
11.520,309 
9,282,834 
11.690,243 
11,798,213 

•2,402,723 
2,616,887 
2.535,669 
3,920,776 
8,347,185 

1904 

1906 

1906 

1907 

Of  the  imports  into  Ecuador  during  1907,  the  United  Kingdom 
led,  with  articles  valued  at  $3,540,996,  followed  by  the  United  States 
with  $2,349,182;  Germany,  $1,800,390,  and  France,  $598,300.  Of  the 
exports  from  Ecuador  during  the  same  period  France  took  the  lead, 
with  purchases  worth  $4,046,380,  followed  by  the  United  States 
with  $3,347,185;  Germany,  $1,483,627;  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
$1,165,397. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Ecuador  by  principal  countries 
during  1907  were  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Belgium 

Chile 

Colombia 

Cuba 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


Imports. 

Exports. 

12,349,182 

$3,347,185 

373.958 

4,469 

162,008 

848,260 

14,697 

4,403 

2.657 

28,494 

698,800 

4,046,380 

1,800.390 

1,488,627 

426,934 

267,540  ! 

1 

Countries. 


Imports. 


Panama 92,078 

Peru 147,022 

Spain 341,926 

United  Kingdom j  3,540,996 

All  other  countries '  89,846 


Total I    9,849,987 


Exports. 


$16,178 
441,299 
868,110 
1,165,397 
291,876 


n,  796, 218 


IMPORTS  BY  PORTS  AND  ARTICLES. 


Guayaquil  receives  90  per  cent  of  the  articles  imported  into  the 
Kepublic,  the  six  other  ports  receiving  the  remainder. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  by  ports  during 
1907- : 


Ports. 

Value. 

Ports. 

Value. 

Bahia  de  Caraquex 

$264,693 

83,332 

8,981,669  1 

10,082 

426,616 

t 

Puerto  Bolivar 

$70,691 
14,105 

Fmeraldai!      ....     x  . .      . 

Tulcan 

Goaya<ini1 

Total 

Macara 

9,849,987 

Manta 
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Textiles,  including  silks,  valued  at  $2,718,939,  comprised  the  largest 
items  of  import  in  1907.  Foodstuffs  came  next,  valued  at  $1,535,907, 
followed  by  gold  and  silver  coin  worth  $1,084,444;  iron  and  hard- 
ware, $640,886:  wines  and  liquors,  $444,063;  minerals,  $413,284;  ma- 
chinery, $363,634;  and  ready-made  clothing,  $327,583. 

The  articles  of  import  into  Ecuador  during  1907  are  shown  in 
the  following  statement.: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Animals,  live 

Arms  and  ammunition . 

Books 

Candles 

Carriages 

Cement 

Clothing,  ready-made. . . 

Coin,  gold  and  silver 

Cordage  and  twine 

Crockery  and  glassware 
Drugs  and  medicines  . . . 

Food  products 

Hats 

Iron  and  hardware 

Jewelry 

Leather 

Lumber 


115,454 

103.468 

43,633 

123,416 

25,560 

80,044 

827,583 

,084,444 

138,090 

113,309 

292,147 

,535,907 

126,585 

640,886 

18,475 

20,749 

86,807 


Articles. 


Machinery 

Matches 

Minerals 

Musical  inBtruments 

Oils 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Paper 

Perfumery 

Shoes  and  findings 

Silks,  pure  and  mixed 

Textiles  not  elsewhere  speciiied 

Vegetables 

Wines  and  liquors 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


S363,634 
44,606 

413.284 
62,125 
75.850 
80.674 

166,972 
63,217 

166,387 

96,054 

2,622.885 

75.378 

444,063 

624.802 


9,849,987 


WHAT  ECUADOR  EXPORTS. 

Ecuador's  leading  article  of  export  in  1907  was  cocoa,  which 
amounted  in  value  to  $6,934,257.  The  next  largest  item  was  ivory 
nuts,  worth  $1,358,056,  followed  by  straw  hats,  valued  at  $1,171,043, 
and  rubber,  $777,544. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  articles  of  export  from  Ecuador 
during  1907  : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Bark,  cinchona  and  mangle $11, 167 

Cocoa : i  6,934,257 

Coffee :  195,370 

Cyanide  precipitates I  137, 175 

Fruit 83,942 

Hats,  straw !  1,171,043 

Hides  and  skins &M,244 

Ivory  nuts, 1,358,056 

Leather 386 

Rubber 777,544 

Straw 111,601 

Tobacco 17,544 

All  other  articles 858,074 


Total 11,507,403 


Articlas. 


Bullion  and  coin: 

Gold- 
Bullion 

Coin 

Dust 

Silver 

Total 

Orand  total 


Value. 


S142,750 

117,550 

17,290 

8,220 


285,810 


11,793,218 


The  United  States,  France,  Germany,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
are  Ecuador's  best  customers.  During  1907  these  four  countries  took 
92  per  cent  of  the  total  shipments  of  cocoa,  23  per  cent  of  the  coflfee, 
86  per  cent  of  the  hats,  93  per  cent  of  the  hides,  80  per  cent  of  the 
ivory  nuts,  and  all  of  the  rubber. 
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The  value  of  the  shipments  of  these  six  articles  to  the  four  coun- 
tries is  showu  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 

Cocoa. 

Coffee. 

Hats, 
straw. 

Hides. 

Ivory 

nut& 

Rubber. 

United  States 

11,499,247 

8,618,680 

524,018 

712,848 

143 
3,823 
86,667 

9438,056 
100,136 
184.984 
288,625 

«262.266 
6,849 
34,153 
43,862 

«)4.856 
262,883 
680,467 
47,290 

9685,400 

Prance 

23,100 

Gennany 

107,649 

United  j^ingdom 

11,495 

SALES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  value  of  the  exports,  exclusive  of  gold  bullion  and  dust  and 
silver  bullion,  worth  $144,400,  from  Ecuador  to  the  United  States 
during  1907  was  $3,202,785.  The  articles  and  their  values  are  shown 
in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 


Bark,  cinchona 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Curioe 

Cyanide  precipitates 

Hats,  straw , 

Hides 

Household  effects. . . 

Rubber 

Sarsaparilla 

Skins 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


91,180 

1,499,247 

4,862 

1,206 

698 

187, 175 

438,056 

262,266 

897 

685,400 

460 

14,080 

207,481 


3,202,786 


Articles. 


Value. 


Bullion: 
Gold... 
Dust. . . 
Silver  . 


Total 

Returned  American  g^oods . 
Grand  total 


9126.276 
16,800 
1,825 

144.400 

3,037 


3,350,222 


MANUFACTURING,  LICENSES,   AND  RAILWAYS. 

Manufacturing  interests  in  Guayaquil  are  represented  by  2  foun- 
dries, 2  ice  factories,  7  sucar  refineries,  and  a  number  of  flour  mills. 
There  are  also  some  small  establishments  engaged  in  the  making  of 
woolen  and  cotton  blankets,  ponchos,  bayetas,  common  carpets, 
Indian  felt  hats,  pottery,  adobe,  hard  and  soft  brick,  roofing  tiles, 
chocolate,  cheese,  and  candles.  Laces  and  embroideries,  shoes,  furni- 
ture, matting  (coarse),  saddles,  wagons,  and  carts  are  made  by  hand. 
The  machinery  for  a  small  shoe  factory  is  now  being  put  up  in 
Guayaquil. 

Foreigners  and  citizens  enjoy  like  privileges  pertaining  to  trade. 
Commercial  travelers  do  not  require  a  license  nor  pay  a  tax  on  sam- 
ples of  merchandise.  Customs  duties  are  paid  only  on  such  samples 
when  brought  into  the  country  as  are  not  reexported.  Exchange  on 
New  York  averages  107  per  cent  for  drafts  payable  at  sight.  Pass- 
ports are  not  required  to  enter  or  leave  the  country. 

The  Gua;^aquil  and  Quito  Railway  was  completed  on  June  25, 
1908,  to  Quito,  which  construction  was  in  progress  over  ten  years, 
Eegular  trains  were  immediately  put  into  service,  nmning  from  Du- 
ran,  across  the  river  from  Guayaquil  to  Quito,  making  the  trip  in  two 
days  when  only  running  in  daytime,  while  a  special  train  could  cover 
the  same  route  easily  in  eighteen  hours.  Ecuadorians  look  upon  the 
completion  of  this  railroad  as  a  great  step  forward  in  the  progress 
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of  the  country,  and  believe  that  much  improvement  will  be  experi- 
enced in  the  interior  towns  and  the  country  tributary  to  the  railroad. 

The  work  of  the  final  localization  of  a  new  railroad  to  be  con- 
structed from  Huigra  to  Cuenca-was  recently  inaugurated.  The 
{)arties  contracting  with  the  Ecuadorian  Government  to  build  the 
ine  are  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  and  a  resident  of  the  United 
States.  The  contract  was  ratified  by  the  Government  of  Ecuador 
Februarjr  7,  1907.  This  line  will  start  at  Huigra,  a  point  on  the 
Guayaquil  and  Quito  Railway  at  an  elevation  of  4,000  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  proceed  thence  on  to  Cuenca,  which  is  located  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  8,500  feet,  crossing  the  Azuay  range  by  means  of  the  valley 
of  the  river  Augas  and  passing  through  a  cultivated  and  well- 
populated  district.    The  distance  from  Huigra  to  Cuenca  is  72  miles. 

The  general  direction  of  the  new  railway  will  be  from  north  to 
south.  At  a  distance  of  50  kilometers  (kilometer  =  0.6213  mile) 
from  Huigra  it  will  intersect  the  intercontinental  survey,  follow- 
ing it  with  some  slight  changes  to  Cuenca.  At  115  kilometers  from 
Huigra  it  will  pass  through  a  district  said  to  contain  great  quan 
titles  of  coal.  This  coal  was  examined  by  mining  engineers,  who 
reported  it  to  be  in  enormous  quantity  and  of  good  quality.  The 
maximum  grade  to  be  built  is  3.5  per  cent,  and  the  hne  will  pass 
through  10  kilometers  of  forest  reported  to  contain  a  good  quality  of 
timber. 

On  January  1, 1908,  the  Empresa  de  Garros  Urbanos,  of  Guayaquil, 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $250,000  to  $375^000  United  States 
currency.  This  company  operates  a  mule-car  Ime.  At  the  close 
of  1907  it  had  26  miles  of  track,  and  has  always  had  a  monopoly  of 
the  street-car  business,  which  has  paid  annual  dividends  of  firom  15 
to  24  per  cent.  Work  on  the  el^tric  tramway,  which  is  under  con- 
struction, has  been  resumed,  and  it  is  expected  that  at  least  a  portion 
of  it  will  be  in  operation  before  the  end  of  the  year  1908. 

QUARANTINE  BEGULATIONS. 

During  1907,  202  steamers  and  8  sailing  vessels  entered  the  port  of 
Guayaquil,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  422,334  tons.  Of  the  steam- 
ers, 103  were  British,  57  Chilean,  37  Grerman,  3  French,  1  Peruvian, 
and  1  American. 

Passengers  arriving  at  Guayac^uil  are  not  placed  in  quarantine, 
provided  that  no  case  of  contagious  disease  occurred  on  board  the 
vessel  on  which  they  have  come.  Vessels  coming  from  the  south  are 
fumigated  on  arrival  by  Ecuadorian  authorities  unless  they  were 
fumigated  at  Callao  before  leaving  and  have  come  direct  from  that 

{)ort.     All  vessels  sailing  for  Panama  are  fumigated  just  before 
eavinff  for  ports  of  the  United  States  or  its  dependencies  if  they  take 
cargo  here. 
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REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  PARAGUAY. 

By  Consul  Edwabd  J.  Nobton,  Asuncion. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Faraway  in  1907,  according  to  figures  fur- 
nished by  the  customs  authorities  of  Asuncion,  amounted  to  $11,097,- 
383,  of  which  $7,861,273  were  imports  and  $3,236,110  exports.  (All 
values  are  given  in  Argentine  currency,  in  which  $1  =  96.5  cents 
United  States  currency.)  The  imports  exceeded  those  of  1906  by 
$1,694,079,  and  the  exports  were  $540,970  in  excess  of  those  of  1906. 
The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  movement  of  Para- 
guayan commerce  for  the  past  five  years : 


Year. 


1903 
1904. 
1906. 
1906. 
1907. 


Imports. 


13,606,191 
3,665,731 
4,678,614 
6,267,1W 
7,861,273 


Exports. 


$4,147,122 
8,196.261 
2,838,009 
2,696,139 
3,236,110 


Total. 


r7, 663. 813 
6.712,846 
7,611,528 
8,962.884 

11,097,388 


UNITED   STATES   HAS   SMALL   PERCENTAGE   OF   TRADE. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Paraguay  in  1905,  the  statistics 
being  from  tne  latest  official  sources  available,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Textiles,  cotton  chlefl  y 

Foodstuffs 

Hardware 

Drinkables 

Notions 

Hats 

Drugs  

Ready-made  clothing . 


Value. 


$1,650,163 
891.527 
369,968 
373,373 
203,835 
86,066 
52, 424 


Articles. 

Value,  j 

Firearms * 

139.716 
38,697 
31,032 
80.964 
22,966 

19,823 
10, 106  1 

Perfumes 

Hides  and  skins 

Printed  matter 

Medicines 

China  and  porcelain 

ware 

Musical  instruments. 

Articles. 


Furniture 

Jewelry 

Shoes 

Saddlery 

All  ottier  articles. 


Total. 


Value. 


19,668 

8,404 

7,882 

4,280 

777,893 


4,678,514 


The  imports  of  1905  were  valued  at  $4,678,514.  Of  this  amount 
Great  Britain  furnished  $1,880,866;  Germany,  $860,450;  France, 
$417,025;  Argentina,  $455,521;  Italy,  $404,612;  Spain,  $239,929;  and 
the  United  States,  $109,677.  The  most  important  items  supplied  by 
the  United  States  were  hardware,  $53,905 ;  foodstuffs,  $34,2M ;  drugs, 
$4,828;  firearms,  $5,686;  textiles,  $2,885;  perfumes,  $861:  notions, 
$594;  furniture,  $1,362;  and  insignificant  sales  of  lamps,  hides  and 
skins,  shoes,  jewelry,  and  drinkables.  The  United  States  did  not 
furnish  any  saddlery,  musical  instruments,  ready-made  clothing,  nor 
hats. 

Th^  fijgures,  however,  do  not  give  the  actual  value  of  the  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Paraguay  from  the  United  States,  as  a 
considerable  quantity  of  American  manufactures  come  from  Uruguay 
and  Argentina  through  importing  houses  in  Montevideo  and  Buenos 
Aires  an(J  are  credited  to  these  countries  in  the  custcHns  record.  The 
United  States  furnishes  all  the  kerosene  oil  imported  into  Paraguay, 
the  bulk  of  the  lubricating  oils,  and  the  gjreater  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural, sugar-mill  and  brick-making  machinery.  Most  of  the  saw- 
mill and  woodworking  machinery  now  in  use  here  came  from  the 
United  States.  The  large  stores  carry  refrigerators,  hardware, 
firearms^  shoes  sewing  machines,  and  limited  lines  of  tinned  meats. 
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fruits  and  vegetables,  patent  medicines,  and  office  and  household 
furniture  from  the  United  States. 

There  are  good  opportunities  here  for  the  e3rteiision  of  American 
export  trade  m  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  lamps,  hardware  special- 
ties, patent  medicines,  perfumes  and  pharmaceutical  goods,  leather, 
shoes  and  findings,  hats  and  caps,  groceries,  toilet  soaps,  office  furni- 
ture, stationery  and  stationers'  supplies,  notions,  and  manufactured 
cotton  goods. 

EXPORT  TRADE. 

Paraguay's  exports  for  the  year  1907,  amounting  to  $3,236,110, 
were  distributed  as  follows : 


Countries. 


Value. 


Argentina $1,850,610 

Germany I     666,707 


Uruguay . 
Belgium  . 

Italy 

Brazil.... 
France . . . 


475,624 

268,650 

29,300 

26,145 

9,916 


Countries. 


England 

United  States... 

Bolivia 

Other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


13,479 
2,601 
1,086 
3,040 


3,286,110 


The  exports  consist  principally  of  timber,  quebracho  bark  and 
extract,  tobacco,  fruits,  yerba  mate,  and  jerked  beef.  Those  to  the 
United  States  consisted  solely  of  oil  distilled  from  the  leaves  of  the 
bitter  orange.  The  customs  returns  show  a  total  of  $2,601  worth  of 
this  oil  shipped  to  the  United  States,  while  the  records  of  this  con- 
sulate give  $10,002,  American  gold,  as  the  declared  value  of  the 
shipments  to  the  United  States  during  1907. 

Much  of  the  quebracho  bark  and  quebracho  extract  now  consumed 
in  the  United  States  comes  from  this  country,  but,  as  these  products 
are  generally  shipped  from  Buenos  Aires  or  reconsigned  by  German 
importers,  Uieir  value  does  not  figure  in  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  Paraguay.  Efforts  are  being  made  through  this  con- 
sulate to  divert  some  of  Paraguay's  exports  of  hides  and  quebracho 
to  the  United  States  direct  instead  of  through  second  hands,  as  at 
present,  and  also  to  investigate  the  possibilities  for  Paraguayan  to- 
bacco in  the  markets  of  the  United  States. 

LONG  CREDITS — TRADE  METHODS. 

Long  credits  are  the  rule  here.  The  majority  of  European  houses 
allow  six  months  from  date  of  invoice,  against  the  acceptance  of 
draft  with  shipping  documents.  Nine  months'  credit  is  allowed  in 
some  cases,  while  in  order  to  aid  in  the  introduction  of  new  goods 
some  Grerman  houses  have  given  twelve  and  eighteen  months'  credit. 
Keen  competition  and  the  race  for  business  is  resulting  in  easier 
credit  terms  than  heretofore,  and  a  general  extension  or  datings  is 
noticeable,  even  among  British  exporters.  A  credit  of  four  months 
is  all  that  any  reliable  merchant  in  this  country  requires.  Some 
merchants  are  inclined  to  overstock,  and  then  in  order  to  move  their 
goods  they  in  turn  extend  long  terms  of  credit  to  customers.  The 
local  importer  is  glad  to  get  goods  on  six  to  nine  months'  time  and 
pay  6  per  cent  interest,  as  he  can  not  obtain  money  from  his  bank 
under  12  per  cent,  covered  by  first-dass  collateral. 
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Many  European  houses  have  representatives  in  Asuncion.  Their 
agencies  are  placed  with  local  merchants  or  they  are  in  the  hands  of 
commission  men.  In  a  few  cases  European  houses  have  their  own 
resident  acents,  or  Asuncion  is  visited  regularly  by  a  salesman  from 
their  headquarters  in  Buenos  Aires.  American  manufacturers  en- 
deavor to  secure  new  business  by  correspondence  alone,  and  the  com- 
parative statements  at  the  commencement  of  this  report  show  with 
what  poor  results. 

The  largest  importing  houses  in  Asuncion  are  Spanish.  The  gen- 
eral hardware  and  machinery  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  Germans,  the 
^ocery  trade  is  controlled  by  Italians,  and  the  cotton  and  dry  goods 
importers  are  British.  The  Paraguayans  are  the  small  importers 
and  the  retail  merchants.  The  managers  and  buyers  of  the  prmcipal 
importing  houses  visit  Europe  frequently.  They  know  European 
markets  and  products,  and  this  is  an  obstacle  that  can  not  be  over- 
come by  means  of  catalogues  and  correspondence. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  must  send  their  best  sales- 
men, men  who  speak  Spanish  or  Portuguese,  with  full  lines  of  sam- 
ples, to  cover  the  Latin-American  territory.  If  an  investigation 
shows  that  trade  is  to  be  obtained  here  and  that  they  can  meet  com- 
petition in  their  different  lines,  they  should  make  up  their  minds 
to  remain  in  the  field  and  work  for  business.  If  the  total  of  the 
sums  invested  in  catalogues  sent  to  South  America  during  the  past 
five  years  had  been  paid  in  salaries  to  competent  salesmen  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  much  better  results  would  have  been 
accomplished. 

REFORMING  THE  CURRENCY — BUSINESS  DEPRESSION. 

While  the  Argentine  gold  dollar  is  the  country's  standard  of  value, 
the  only  circulating  medium  is  paper  currency,  which  now  amounts 
to  35,000,000  pesos  (peso  worth  alx)ut  8  cents  gold).  Congress  con- 
vened on  December  2, 1907,  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  a  financial 
project  under  which  a  new  bank,  to  be  called  the  Bank  of  the  Re- 
public, is  to  be  established,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000,000  gold.  The 
first  emission  under  the  new  project,  wnich  was  approved  by  Congress, 
will  amount  to  $6,000,000,  of  which  $2,000,000  will  be  subscribed  by 
the  Grovemment.  These  bills  are  to  be  convertible  in  gold  at  the  fixed 
ratio  of  10  to  1  ($10  in  paper=$l  gold).  The  existing  paper  cur- 
rency is  to  be  retired  within  a  period  of  eight  years. 

The  concession  for  the  new  bank  was  taken  up  by  the  Banco 
Frances  y  Eio  de  la  Plata  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  the  institution  will 
be  inaugurated  in  May,  1908.  The  advent  of  the  new  bank  will  un- 
doubtedly steady  the  price  of  exchange  and  ultimately  lead  to  an 
improvement  in  the  finances  of  the  Eepublic.  The  year  1907  will  be 
remembered  as  having  subjected  the  country  to  a  severe  strain,  and 
the  effects  of  the  commercial  crisis  will  continue  far  into  1908. 

There  were  no  business  failures  of  any  importance,  but  the  largest 
and  oldest  business  houses  in  Paraguay  were  forced  to  join  the 
smaller  importers  in  a  request  for  extensions  of  credit.  In  nearly  all 
cases  drafts  and  notes  were  readily  renewed  by  creditor  houses  in 
the  Argentine  Eepublic  and  in  Europe.  Paraguayan  merchants  in 
the  past  have  invariably  met  their  obligations,  and  as  the  request 
for  extensions  of  credit  was  general  during  the  latter  half  of  1907, 
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European  houses  were  not  alarmed  over  the  situation.  The  minister 
of  finance,  in  addressing  CJongress  in  December,  1907,  stated  that 
losses  from  commercial  failures  in  Paraguay  during  the  preceding 
ten  years  amounted  to  about  $30,000  gold,  or  an  average  of  $3,000 
per  year. 

MANUTACTUKING — MINERAL  BESOUBCES. 

During  the  year  1907  Paraguay  lost  one  important  industry.  A 
cotton  mill,  which  had  been  established  to  stimulate  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  in  the  Kepublic,  was  closed  down  and  the  business  aban- 
doned on  account  of  the  scarcity  and  cost  of  native  labor  and  lack  of 
raw  material.  A  new  power  shoe  factory,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  this 
country,  with  a  capacity  of  100  pairs  of  shoes  per  day,  and  a  new 
modern  brewery,  were  the  only  important  industrial  establishments 
gained  during  the  year.  Very  little  manufacturing  is  carried  on  in 
this  country  because  capital  and  labor  are  both  lacking,  and  the  con- 
suming capacity  of  the  Republic  is  in  consequence  restricted. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Paraguay  are  undeveloped,  and  to  a 
great  extent  unknown.  Large  deposits  of  iron  exist  m  several  sec- 
tions of  the  Republic  and  copper  has  been  discovered  along  the  river 
Parana.  Man^nese  has  also  been  found  in  one  or  two  sections,  but 
little  attention  is  being  paid  to  minerals  on  account  of  lack  of  capital 
and  the  absence  of  transportation  facilities. 

HOPE  OF  COUNTRY  LIES  IN  AGBICULTURE. 

Paraguay  is  a  new  country.  The  war  of  1865-1870  left  the  Repub- 
lic prostrate.  Half  its  population  perished  in  those  years ;  hardly  an 
animal  was  left  in  the  fields,  and  not  a  crop  was  in  the  ground  when 
peace  was  finally  declared.  Out  of  absolute  ruin  the  country  com- 
menced anew,  and  in  spite  of  national  and  economic  difficulties  it  has 
been  forging  steadily  anead.  The  use  of  modem  agricultural  machin- 
ery is  steadily  increasing,  although  there  is  no  demand  for  anything 
but  simple  implements. 

The  resources  of  Paraguay  are  purely  agricultural,  and  the  future 
of  the  country  depends  largely  on  the  ability  of  the  Government  to 
attract  immigration.  The  wonderful  prosperity  and  progress  of  the 
Argentine  Republic  will  undoubtedly  aid  I^araguay.  Argentine 
capital  is  coming  in,  and  projects  are  planned  which  it  is  hoped  will 
interest  some  American  investors  also. 

The  sugar  industry  is  at  present  one  of  the  most  promising  invest- 
ments in  this  country.  Paraguay  has  but  one  large  sugar  refinery, 
and  its  output  is  always  sold  before  the  grinding  season  opens.  The 
country  does  not  produce  enough  sugar  to  supply  the  home  demand. 
Both  the  Argentine  and  Uruguayan  Republics  are  importers  of 
sugar  also.  Paraguay  has  a  sou  and  climate  adapted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cane,  and  with  waiting  markets  to  the  south  this  industry 
should  soon  attract  heavy  investments. 

The  exports  of  tobacco  now  bring  the  country  about  half  a  million 
dollars  gold  annually.  This  is  another  industry  which  is  capable 
of  great  expansion.  There  are  also  lands  available  for  the  cultivation 
of  rice  and  cotton,  as  well  as  fruits  and  vegetables.  Dairying,  pre- 
serving and  canning  plants,  and  the  development  of  the  country's 
great  lorest  wealth  are  industries  which  are  awaiting  capital  and 
hibor. 
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Cattle  raising  is  to-day  an  important  industry.  Faraway  is  a 
great  natural  cattle  country,  equal  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  Little 
attention  has  heretofore  been  paid  to  the  improving  of  native  stock, 
but  ranchmen  are  commencing  to  realize  the  value  of  breeding  good 
animals.  The  exports  of  "  jerked  beef,"  hides,  and  other  products  of 
animal  industry  form  the  most  important  group  of  the  country's 
exports. 

IMPROVEMENTS    IN    TRANSPORTATION. 

The  Government  has  taken  up  the  work  of  road  building,  and 
through  the  establishment  of  a  special  department  of  public  works 
it  is  proposed  to  provide  adequate  means  of  transportation  and  com- 
munication with  the  interior  of  the  country,  facilitating  the  econom- 
ical handling  of  farm  products  and  the  lowering  or  the  cost  of 
transportation  to  near-by  markets. 

The  Paraguay  Railroad  is  extending  its  line  about  70  miles  to 
Villa  Encamaci6n,  at  which  point  it  win  connect  with  the  Argentine 
Northeastern  Railroad  when  the  latter  system  completes  its  proposed 
extension  to  Posadas,  a  city  in  the  Province  of  Corrientes,  opposite 
Villa  Encamaci6n.  The  meeting  of  these  railroads  will  give  Para- 
guay an  all-rail  route  from  Asuncion  to  Buenos  Aires. 

The  river  traffic  is  remarkable.  On  an  average  1,000  steam  vessels 
arrive  at  the  port  of  Asuncion  every  year  from  Montevideo,  Buenos 
Aires,  and  upriver  ports  in  Paraguay  and  Brazil.  About  one-half 
of  these  vessels  carry  the  national  colors,  the  balance  being  registered 
under  the  Argentine,  Uruguayan,  and  Brazilian  flags. 

The  Asunci6n  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  succeeded  in  securing  a 
quicker  dispatch  of  goods  through  the  custom-house,  the  construction 
of  additional  warehouses  and  coverings  for  the  protection  of  mer- 
chandise, and  the  installation  of  electric  lights  on  the  docks  to  facili- 
tate the  discharge  of  cargo  at  night.  A  night  force  of  laborers  was 
also  organized  by  the  authorities,  and  incoming  steamers  are  now 
unloaded  in  much  less  time  than  before,  with  a  great  saving  to 
importers,  as  demurrage  charges  have  been  entirely  euminated. 

GOVERNMENT  INVITES  FOREIGN  CAPITAL  AND  IMMIGRANTS. 

Municipal  improvements  during  1907  were  limited.  Some  street 
paving  was  done,  extra  wharf  space  was  provided  for  the  use  of 
ships,  and  additional  storage  buildings  constructed  for  the  custom- 
house. A  new  electric  lighting  companv,  organized  by  Italian 
capital,  commenced  operations  in  November,  1907.  A  concession 
«vas  granted  to  an  Ainerican  company  for  the  construction  of  a 
waterworks  and  sewaee  system,  together  with  the  granting  of  an 
electric  lighting  and  electric  street-car  franchise.  Preliminary  sur- 
veys were  made,  but  no  actual  work  has  commenced. 

Investments  of  foreign  capital  are  welcomed  and  encouraged. 
Concessions  are  being  granted  in  lands,  colony  privileges,  and  in  tax 
reductions.  Colonists  are  exempt  from  direct  taxation  tor  a  period 
of  ten  years.  Farm  implements  and  machinery,  the  baggage  and 
furniture  of  immigrants,  and  cattle  for  breeding  purposes  are  entered 
free  of  duty. 
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CHINA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  trade  conditions  in  China  for  1007,  as  compiled  in 
this  bureau  from  the  reports  of  United  States  consular  officers  located 
in  that  Empire,  is  herewith  presented. 

Owing  to  the  delay  in  obtaining  some  of  the  consular  reports  and 
the  lack  of  sufficient  force  in  the  bureau  promptly  to  handle  them 
when  received,  there  is  included  the  totals  of  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  China,  as  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics, for  eleven  months  of  1908.  The  exports  to  China  in  those 
months  aggregated  $20,990,697,  as  compared  with  $21,702,884  in  1907 
and  $28,060,648  in  the  corresponding  time  of  1906.  This  shows  a 
continuous  fall  in  exports  not  in  any  wise  satisfactory  to  American 
exporters.  The  imports  for  the  eleven  months  of  1908  were  in  value 
$20,359,144,  as  compared  with  $31,686,123  in  1907  and  $27,541,001  in 
1906.  Correct  figures  of  the  trade  with  the  Chinese  Empire  are 
practically  impossible  to  obtain,  for  the  reason  that  exports  to 
Hongkong  are  in  a  large  degree  intended  for  the  Empire,  while 
imports  from  Hongkong  into  China  are  also  credited  to  Hong- 
kong, and  no  account  is  kept  at  that  port  of  these  transshipments. 

British  direct  trade  with  China  declined  in  1907  to  the  extent  of 
$2,850,000,  and  there  was  a  similar  decline  in  1906,  but  in  that  year 
the  decrease  was  nearly  altogether  in  the  importation  of  Chinese 
goods,  while  in  1907,  62  per  cent  of  the  decrease  was  in  the  expcwta- 
tion  of  British  goods  to  China.  The  net  Chinese  imports,  excluding 
reexports,  in  1907  were  in  value  $328,957,082,  as  compared  with 
$328,220,500  in  1906,  showing  very  little  variation.  Had  the  value 
of  the  haikwan  tael  been  the  same  in  1907,  instead  of  less  value  than 
in  1906,  the  net  foreign  trade  would  have  been  nearly  $7,000,000 
greater  in  value.  The  imports  in  1907  were  63  per  cent  of  the  total 
of  the  foreign  trade,  while  in  1906  they  were  only  57  per  cent.  The 
Chinese  exports  in  1907  were  of  the  value  of  $208,860,751,  an  increase 
of  $19,695,360  over  1906. 

There  was  a  depression  throughout  China  in  the  year  1907,  due  to 
an  accimiulation  of  stock  and  slow  liquidation.  But  the  direct  foreign 
trade,  including  exports  and  imports,  was  the  largest  in  the  history 
330 
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of  the  Empire.  According  to  the  Chinese  statistics,  the  imports 
from  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  were,  in  1907,  $29,153,746,  as 
compared  with  $35,548,967  in  1906  and  $56,149,917  in  1905.  But 
the  exports  to  the  United  States  and  Hawaii  were  larger  than  in  the 
previous  year,  amounting  to  $21,012,151.  Hongkong,  as  usual,  was 
credited  with  imports  which  came  from  the  United  States  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  The  foreign  trade  in  1907  was  not  regarded  as 
profitable,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  furnishing  so  much  food  as  the 
result  of  the  famine  in  the  interior  of  China. 

The  imports  of  cotton  goods  have  steadily  decreased  since  1905, 
and  were  in  1907  nearly  $30,000,000  less  in  value.  The  United 
States  does  not  supply  any  of  the  higher  class  of  cotton  goods.  For 
the  eleven  months  ending  with  November,  1908,  the  exports  of  cotton 
manufactures  from  the  United  States  to  China  were  in  value  $4,242,- 
913,  as  compared  with  $2,581,583  in  the  corresponding  time  in  1907 
and  $16,503,165  in  1906.  The  fact  that  some  gain  was  made  in  1908 
is  encouraging,  though  we  are  still  far  behind  the  exports  of  1906 
and  preceding  years.  The  United  States  is  much  behind  other  large 
conamercial  countries  in  furnishing  China  with  electrical  machinery. 
In  1907  China  increased  her  exports  of  raw  cotton  and  of  tea,  and 
the  crops  in  general  were  good.  The  need  of  a  uniform  currency 
and  a  better  regulated  system  of  taxation  is  imperative  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  foreign  trade.  The  coins  of 
one  province  can  not  be  used  in  another  except  at  a  large  discount. 

In  Manchuria  prices  had  not  reached  their  normal  level  in  1907 
since  the  war  with  Russia.  The  currency  of  that  province  was  in  a 
chaotic  condition,  taxation  was  ill-regulated,  and  the  international 
questions  were  disturbing,  all  of  which  have  a  bad  effect  on  foreign 
trade.  The  Japanese  competition  is  severe,  as  the  Japanese  have  the 
advantage  of  proximity,  cheaper  labor,  lower  freight  rates,  and  they 
can  live  cheaper  than  the  Chinese.  Japan  is  a  large  consumer  of 
Manchurian  products,  which  gives  her  an  advantage  in  the  trade  of 
that  province. 

The  assumption  that  the  likin  tax  on  imported  goods  has  been 
abolished  is  not  correct  according  to  the  British  commercial  attach^ 
in  China.  He  cites  instances  where,  in  addition  to  the  import  duty 
of  5  per  cent  on  foreign  goods,  likin  taxes  to  the  extent  of  12^  per 
cent  were  charged  before  the  goods  were  allowed  to  go  into  consump- 
tion, making  a  total  tax  of  17^  per  cent. 
9108— c  K  1907— VOL  1 22 
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BEVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  CHINA. 

By  Ck>NsuL-GENESAL  Ghables  Denby,  Shanghai. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  China  in  1907  amounted  to  $547,827,364-, 
an  increase  of  $16,024,743  over  the  previous  year.  The  imports  were 
valued  at  $338,966,613.  which  includes  reexports  valued  at  $10,009,531, 
against  $342,637,230,  of  which  $14,416,640  were  reexports  in  1906. 
The  exports  in  1907  amounted  to  $208,860,751  against  $189,165,391 
in  1906.  The  imports  from  the  United  States,  including  Hawaii,  in 
1907,  were  valued  at  $29,153,746,  against  $35,548,967  in  1906  and 
$56,149,917  in  1905.  The  exports  to  the  United  States,  including 
Hawaii,  in  1907,  amounted  to  $21,012,151  and  in  1906,  $20,537,424. 

The  value  of  the  direct  foreign  imports  and  exports  into  and  from 
the  several  Chinese  districts  during  1907  was  as  follows : » 


Districts. 


Imports. 


Antang 

Tatungkow . 

Dairen 

Newchwang 
Cbinwlngtao 

Tientsin 

Ctiefoo 

Kiaochow... 
Chungking  . 

Ichang 

Shasi 

Changsha . . . 

Yochow 

Hankow  

Kinkiang... 

Wuhu 

Nanking .... 
Chlnkiang .. 
Shanghai ... 


SI, 


15, 


6C6, 112 
3,136 
013,655 
298,3*23 
697,468 
346.496 
229,970 
766,375 
260,148 

93,648 
9,700 

86,074 

3,533 

329.871 

25,716 
349,882 

67,205 
126,770 
284,412 


Exports,    i' 


Districts. 


$602,284 


1.742,486  i 
6,071,608 

62. 726 

2.610,311 

2,606,212 

700,908 

20.241 


11 

67 

9.699,868  ' 

1,266  ' 

12,653  ; 

106  j 

845,696  ' 

104.253,233  , 


Soochow  ... 
Haiigchow  . 

Ningpo 

Wenchow  . . 
Foochow . . . 

Amoy 

Swatow 

Canton 

Kowloon... 

I^ppa 

Kongmoon . 

Samshui 

Wuchow  ... 
Kiungchow 

Pakhoi 

Lungchow.. 
Menigtsz.... 

Szemao 

Tengyueh  .. 


Imports. 


^0,232 
1-20. 3frl 
214,392 
8.776 
3a4,  764 
137.  t«0 
172,257 
419.736 
.^58,048 
897,561 
S9ti,924 
077,881 
735, 136 
471,310 
Vy2Am 
105,1)16 
718,  761 
167.539 
9s9,5S2 


Exports. 


«»9 

76,207 

88,698 

5,248,048 

1.733,471 

6.451.910 

40.888,259 

12.791,796 

8.608.376 

981,670 

530,106 

8,042.699 

1,866,690 

831.269 

17,459 

2,815.000 

42,180 

868,865 


IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  value  of  the  direct  imports,  including  reexports,  and  the  direct 
exports  of  Chinese  produce  irom  and  to  the  leading  countries  during 
1906  and  1907  was  as  follows : 


Imports. 


Countries. 


1906. 


United  States  (including  Hawaii) '  $35, 

Austria-Hungary ;     2, 

Belgium !    10, 

Briflsh  India 25, 

Canada i     3, 

Dutch  Indies 4. 

France 3. 

French  Indo-China |     2, 

Germany 13, 

Hongkong '  115, 

48, 
4, 
1, 


Italy. 

Japan  (including  Formof^)  . 

Macao 

Netherlands 

Russia 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 


Total 342,637.280 


548.967 
383,260 
076,904 
754,976 
568,589 
390,299 
:«)2,939 
135,889 
873,414 
749,566 
825,394 
841.885 
624, 158 
082.832 
442,961 
990.634 
546,133 


1907. 


S29,153,7i6 

1,205,515 

8.359,028 

26,001,388 

892,995 

4.848,037 

2.495,315 

7,271,286 

13,251,460 

122,957,193 

480,962 

46,394.614 

4,616,852 

1,041,637 

731,547 

61,274,533 

8,990,605 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


820.537.424 

491.519 

2.241.466 

1,400,016 

585,113 

345.135 

20.287,171 

2.308.486 

4,610,709 

66.192,842 

6,652,969 

26.643,945 

3,691.828 

475,694 

15,029,390 

10,298,315 

7.374.029 


338.966,613     189.165.391 


$21,012,151 

618. 199 

3.143,134 

2,511.969 

664,158 

411,916 

24,220.262 

1,843.060 

4,826,264 

71.806.883 

6,850.078 

81,064.206 

8.323.492 

863,448 

18,588,947 

9.565,029 

13,635,570 


208,860,751 


•  This  table,  as  well  as  all  subsequent  ones  in  the  report  covering  the  total  trade  of  the 
Chinese  Empire,  were  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  the  Imperial  Mari- 
time Customs  statistics. 
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IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES — SHARE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  imports  by  articles  into  China,  and  those  from  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom,  during  1906  and  1907,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Asbestos 

Bags 

Brassware,  etc 

Candles 

Carriages,  bicycles,  etc 

Chinaware,  etc 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing  and  bats 

Coal 

Confectionery 

Cordage 

Copperandmanufacturesof. 
Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets 

Cambrics,  lawns,  etc 

Chintzes,  etc 

Drills,  etc 

Flannel 

Handkerchiefs 

Jeans  

Lestings 

Sheetings 

Shirtings 

Thread 

Towels 

Yam 

Dves,  colors,  and  paint 

Fish  and  fisn  products 

Flour 

Fruit 

Furniture,  etc 

Ginseng 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hosiery 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

3ariron 

Castings 

Cutlery,  etc 

Hardware 

Hoops 

Machinery,  etc 

Nall-rod 

Nails  and  rivets 

Pig,  etc '.. 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plate  cuttings 

Rails 

Railway  plant,  etc 

Scales  and  balances 

Sheets,  etc 

Stoves,  etc 

Wire 

Lamps,  etc 

Lead,  and  manufactures  of . 
Leather,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Boots  and  shoes , 

Other 

Medicines 

Musical  instruments: 

Automatic 

Pianos,  etc 

Oils,  etc.: 

Benzine,  etc 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Opium 

Paper,  etc 

Printing  material,  etc 

Provisions: 

Butter  and  cheese 

CoDdeiued  milk 


Total. 


1906. 


936,921 

1,168,984 

479.060 

679,770 

285,211 

468,230 

1,243.907 

1,028,375 

7,400,778 

101,321 

146,771 

4,297,976 

884.485 

268,858 

1,232,787 

7,012,487 

1,250,778 

286.378 

1,609,938 

12,508,929 

17,657,489 

21,298.146 

769,991 

583,823 

51,269,830 

6,446,428 

6.847,746 

5,024,060 

298,067 

674,647 

659,046 

1,435,332 

539, 108 

437,937 


775,089 
7,715 
184, 142 
956,278 
151,712 

4,647,415 
680.229 
666,822 
117,912 
185,751 
522,081 
690,281 

9,043,475 
27,710 

1,364.030 
166.462 
196,482 
644,649 


203,048 
1,872,048 
1,716,090 

8,814 
150,406 

38,894 

10,228,042 

160,223 

26,786,781 

3,177,851 

140,643 

820,482 

812,767 


1907. 


939,488 

838,956 

465,738 

480,501 

336,782 

436,166 

851,631 

1,583,756 

6,663,725 

111,770 

114,969 

3,602,680 

244,804 

208,489 

1,832.890 

2,150,049 

1,042,861 

192,270 

1.156,386 

16,944,018 

2,895,253 

20,192,628 

608,094 

624,990 

46,896,955 

7,330,688 

6,613,790 

11,366,226 

467,455 

769,070 

1,349.810 

1,301,099 

469,978 

428,218 


625,989 

13,755 
132,480 
841,870 

77.832 

4,791,987 

860,788 

622,207 

70,139 

455.022 

506,843 

184,083 

10,139,578 

31,946 
1,226,147 
281.604 
297,697 
692,611 
810,963 


150,846 

l,a^>8,966 
1,701.795 

19,489 
126,065 

40,062 

15,985,170 

176,833 

22,774,643 

2,630,662 

144,270 

280,624 
283,906 


United  States  (includ- 
ing Hawaii). 


1906. 


•87 


1,147 
29,766 

2.101 

98.738 

130,822 


6,298 

17.622 

949,706 

14 

4 

8,287 

4,625,801 

270,142 


632,908 

4,498 

13.673,791 

471,708 


6,192 

1,021 

1,346,631 

8,768 

27.817 


9.290 

7,026 

692 


1,268 


10.087 

98,668 

2.718 

417,069 


264,799 
468 


150,987 
16,005 
89.901 
23,533 
8,677 
7,965 
66,906 


17,511 
116,007 
21,701 

202 
12,142 

22,044 

5,206,749 

106,884 


121,711 
34,673 

20,162 
84,290 


1907. 


$1,286 


966 

1,518 

19,681 

669 

49,714 

283,014 


6,222 

946 

140,782 

634 


1,379 

665,901 

139,615 

933 

184,946 

12.440 

1,946,922 

106,536 


616 


6,067 

2,927 

6,420,027 

18.864 

39,736 

742 

8,239 

3.914 

2,253 


6,400 
485 
6,262 
97,723 
2,980 
949,234 


156.837 


3,574 
110 


2.164,773 
20,200 
129, 112 
33,282 
11,155 
16,530 


18,462 
89,066 
22,249 

150 
7,712 

21,086 
9,699,884 
109,921 
60 
24,074 
19,122 

18,847 
60,788 


United  Kingdom. 


1906. 


5:^::.  ir76 

t')-^,  168 
1.1.  J34 
ti4,  (H7 
•li\.  (iOO 
1S'.*/J66 
87  716 

27.  797 
'1  167 

13,686 

225.688 

1,066,791 

718, 139 

354,438 

244,258 

914,617 

11,382,145 

845,500 

16,863,403 

197,316 

74,378 

783,126 

806,273 


1,097 

238,^41 

12 

88.049 

311,215 

48,569 


218,006 

8,668 

68,889 

870,373 

102,308 

2.227,678 

87,061 

41,952 

98,245 

99,243 

283,742- 

562,778 

1,543,680 

1,839 

1,062.994 

9.042 

13,076 

64,605 

204,671 


88,161 
79,468 
106,627 


671 
84,667 


20,426 


282,657 
18,681 

45,462 
18,694 


1907. 


922,151 

286, 176 

40,788 

353,108 

158,223 

56,066 

28.062 

278.510 

289,909 

45,582 

20,786 

222,062 

1,848 

173,026 

1,213,986 

412,842 

826,061 

156,716 

923.948 

14,572,648 

306,672 

15,899,090 

162,889 

84,878 

969,339 

240,764 


2.602 
202,869 


117,616 
290,396 
21,268 


163.381 

278 

44,246 

800,284 

45,915 

1,661,286 

12,520 

54,782 

62,618 

124,217 

304,882 

82.722 

2,582,228 

1,019 

654,900 

15,482 

28,625 

69.660 

191,218 


20,912 
56,668 
101,942 


28,245 
12 


11,455 

86 

277,112 

84.670 

18,884 

18,987 
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Articles. 

Total. 

United  States  (Includ- 
ing Hawaii). 

United  Kingdom. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906.            1907. 

Rice 

$9,281,776 

292,448 

1,115,685 

723,319 

2.112,919 

22,143,929 

4,269,710 

6,405,711 

91,187 

548,416 

491,806 

714,476 

72,067 

78,809,943 

$27,194,614 

811,850 

1,007,749 

604,406 

8.442,988 

19,824,228 

4,854,610 

4,691,506 

78,645 

860,605 
862,197 
679,817 
21,415 
70,426,956 

i 

Seeds , 

'$i,648 

22,812 

55,806 

441,888 

4,076 

1,596,960 

8,146,869 

1,822 

60 

$1,780 

21,496 

42,488 

1,480,170 

iloii 

1,880,482 

1,582,489 

1.805 

84 

t ... 

Soap 

$508,853 

209,806 

416,768 

9,309 

1,889 

1,840,119 

15,080 

272,671 

808,808 

52,878 

8,185 

15,911,984 

$548,268 
228,248 

Stationery 

Stores,  household 

861,158 
1,834 

10,087 
785,866 

16,941 

153,501 
201,806 

Snflfar  i             .  . 

Timber 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc 

Varnish 

Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets. ,... 

Cloth 

2,252 

18 

1,189,446 

80 

"i*62i,"s67' 

65,388 

Flannel .         .  .> 

6,360 

All  other  articles 

14,184,386 

Total 

342,637,230 

338,966,613 

85,548,967 

29,158,746 

62,990,634 

61,274,538 

DISCREPANCY  IN   AMERICAN   AND  CHINESE  FIGURES. 

It  is  impossible  to  trace  in  these  figures  any  influence  of  exchange. 
With  only  1  cent  difference  in  the  gold  value  of  the  tael,  it  being 
worth  80  cents  in  1906  and  79  cents  in  1907,  the  import  of  American 
goods  into  China  fell  off  $5,925,000.  As  a  general  principle,  import 
trade  should  flourish  under  high  rates  for  silver,  for  it  is  the  return 
in  gold  that  the  foreign  importer  counts  on,  while  it  is  the  tael  value 
only  which  influences  the  Chinese  buyer.  For  instance,  with  the  tael 
worth  80  gold  cents,  an  American  merchant  can  sell  his  goods  at 
materially  lower  prices  than  when  it  is  only  worth  66  cents. 

The  explanation  of  the  above  variation  in  annual  totals  is  to  be 
found  in  matters  not  connected  with  exchange.  In  fact,  1904  was  a 
normal  year,  American  trade  having  shown  a  healthv  development 
annually  during  the  preceding  decade.  The  high  figures  of  1905 
were  due  to  an  overstocking  or  the  market  in  anticipation  of  a  great 
demand  after  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  an  anticipation  which  was 
not  realized  and  of  which  the  decrease  in  1906  is  a  further  effect. 

In  past  reports  on  Chinese  customs  statistics  the  inaccuracy  which 
arises  from  the  practice  of  crediting  to  Hongkong  all  merchandise 
which  passes  through  that  port  has  l^en  frequently  alluded  to.  This 
practice  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  in  dealing  with  Chinese 
customs  trade  statistics.  Otherwise  the  discrepancy  between  Ameri- 
can figures  of  export  and  Chinese  figures  oi  import  is  hopelessly 
confusing.  It  is  estimated  by  competent  authorities  that  40  per  cent 
of  China's  foreign  trade  consists  of  transshipments  at  Hongkong, 
which  are  thus  credited  to  the  British  Empire,  though,  in  fact,  they 
should  be  divided  with  the  United  States  and  other  countries. 

IMPORT  OF   HIGHER  GRADE   COTTON   GOODS — HOSIERY   INDUSTRY. 

With  regard  to  the  import  of  cotton  goods  into  China,  the  higher 
grades,  the  figured  and  the  d^ed  and  printed  pieces,  are  not  supplied 
by  the  United  States.  For  instance,  in  the  year  1907,  the  United 
States  exported  no  32-inch  drills  to  China  and  no  36-inch  T-cloths. 

Of  cambrics,  lawns,  and  muslins,  none  came  from  the  United 
States,  though  Great  Britain  furnished  297,384  pieces,  the  supply 
from  other  countries  being  inconsiderable.  The  united  States  fur- 
nished only  909  pieces  of  chintzes  and  plain  cotton  prints  in  1907, 
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while  Great  Britain  supplied  787,822  pieces.  There  were  no  printed 
drills  and  twills  imported  from  the  United  States  last  year,  but 
Great  Britain  furnished  147,687  pieces.  No  dy^  shirtings  are  cred- 
ited to  the  United  States,  although  Great  Britain  supplied  214,347 
pieces.  Of  fancy  woven  cottons,  the  receipts  from  the  United  States 
were  12,791  pieces,  as  compared  with  941,089  pieces  from  Great 
Britain  and  1,234,000  pieces  from  Japan. 

One  line  of  cotton  goods  largely  used  in  China  is  Japanese  cotton 
cloth,  the  supply  of  which  for  the  year  1907  was  3,095,199  pieces. 
Nearly  all  of  this  came  from  Japan,  but  some  came  from  Korea, 
Macao,  and  French  Indo-China.  Japanese  crepe  was  also  a  monopoly 
of  Japan,  the  market  having  demanded  785,388  yards  in  the  past 
year.  Of  the  imports  of  cotton  yarn,  amounting  to  153,073  tons,  none 
came  from  the  United  States.  The  market  was  supplied  from  Japan 
and  British  India. 

The  customs  statistics  as  to  the  import  of  raw  cotton  need  some 
comment.  It  is  known  that  American  cotton  is  largely  used  in  the 
Chinese  mills,  to  be  mixed  with  the  Chinese  fiber,  but  the  United 
States  is  not  credited  with  any  import  of  cotton  during  the  past 
four  years,  excepting  1,600,000  pounds  in  1905.  The  explanation  is 
probably  to  be  found  in  the  Hongkong  figures,  which  show  an  im- 
portation from  Hongkong  of  about  25  per  cent  of  the  total  amount 
imported  in  the  past  year.  A  large  part  of  this  must  have  been 
American  cotton. 

An  interesting  development  of  the  hosiery  industry  is  the  tentative 
introduction  at  Shanghai  of  sewing  machines  which  will  knit  socks. 
These  machines  are  facing  tried  with  hand  power  only,  but  if  the  ex- 
periment proves  a  success  electrical  power  will  be  used.  In  view  of 
the  low  grade  of  socks  suitable  for  the  Chinese  trade  it  would  seem 
the  Chinese  could  produce  all  the  hosiery  the  people  could  wear  with- 
out resorting  to  foreign  markets. 

During  1907  there  were  464,000  dozen  pairs  of  hosiery  imported, 
distributed  among  the  following  countries:  Hongkong,  169,246; 
Germany,  152,793;  Japan,  115,554;  United  Kingdom,  16,760;  and 
the  United  States,  783. 

UNrrED  states'  share  op  the  nouR  and  oil  trade. 

The  United  States  is  credited  with  more  than  one-half  of  the  total 
import  of  flour  to  China  last  year,  but  in  this  trade  particularly  the 
Hongkong  figures  are  confusing.  Hongkong  is  credited  with  more 
than  one-half  as  much  imports  as  the  United  States,  whereas  it  is 
probable  that  80  per  cent  of  the  flour  shipped  from  Hongkong  to  the 
mainland  of  China  was  of  American  origin. 

The  American  flour  trade  in  this  market  is  menaced  by  the  great 
development  of  milling,  particularly  in  the  Manchurian  provinces. 
There  the  growth  of  wheat  at  the  doors  of  the  mills  and  the  immense 
improvement  effected  in  the  milling  machinery  used  have  made  the 
native  article  cheaper  and  almost  as  g:ood  as  imported  American  flour. 

The  receipts  of  flour  from  the  United  States  in  1904  amounted  to 
8,983  tons;  1905,  7,958  tons;  1906,  32,993  tons:  and  1907,  165,187  tons. 

The  importation  of  oil  into  China  from  the  United  States  is  one 
of  the  leading  features  of  American  commerce.  The  total  receipts 
of  kerosene  oil  from  all  countries  in  1907  amounted  to  162,459,695 
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gallons.    The  imports  of  kerosene  and  lubricating  oils  from  the 
United  States  during  the  past  four  years  were  as  f ouows : 


Yeara. 

Kerosene. 

Lubricating. 

Years, 

Kerosene. 

Lubricating. 

1904 

OaUons. 
54.912,262 
72,494,780 

OalUmt. 

456,058 
1,075.157 

1906 

GaUont. 
69.378,688 
90,288,147 

OaUoru. 
543,928 
652,967 

1906 

1907 

IMPORTS  OF  MINERAL  AND  METAL  PRODUCnS. 

The  market  for  copper  ingots,  slabs,  and  ore  is  supplied  chiefly  by 
Japan  and  the  United  States,  the  total  import  amounting  to  9,241 
tons,  of  which  7,614  tons  came  from  the  United  States.  Of  the 
total  inaport  of  mild  steel,  amounting  to  18,537  tons  in  1907,  the 
United  States  furnished  only  1,614  tons,  but  supplied  approximately 
2,700  tons  of  rivets  and  nails  out  of  a  total  of  10,773  tons.  Out  of 
a  total  of  9,969  tons  of  galvanized  iron  received,  the  United  States 
is  credited  with  1,831  tons  and  the  United  Kingdom  5,613  tons. 
The  imports  of  tinned  plate  amounted  to  20,159  tons,  of  which  16,595 
tons  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  only  90  tons  from  the 
United  States. 

The  total  import  of  railway  material  amounted  to  $10,116,656, 
and  was  distributed  among  the  following  countries : 


Countries. 


United  States  (including  Hawaii) 

Hongkong 

French  Indo-China 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Belgium 

France  

Japan  (including  Formosa) 

Australia,  New  Zealand,  etc 

Ail  other  countries 

Total 


1905. 


$827,960 

84,885 

11,094 

1,262,475 

143,900 

1,925,889 

831,649 

1,007,464 

816,784 

2,492 


5,864,082 


1906. 


$152,896 

228,125 

44,710 

1,461,964 

819, 118 

4,583,907 

66.656 

1,571,830 

800,448 


8,674,646 


1907. 


82,290,998 

612,885 

548,784 

2,582,228 

227,208 

2,124,096 

5.964 

1,724,196 

92,179 

548 


10,189,676 


In  the  sale  of  carriages  and  bicycles  in  which  the  American  manu- 
facturer would  seem  to  be  preeminent,  the  United  States  is  credited 
with  $19,731  worth;  the  United  Kingdom,  $158,233;  and  Japan, 
$89,616. 

The  total  import  of  electrical  material  and  fittings  amounted  to 
$931,434,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  $42,845  worth;  the 
United  Kingdom,  $232,447;  jSermany,  $170,478;  Belgium,  $287,651; 
and  Japan,  $95,516.  There  is  not  much  hope  of  improvement  on  a 
large  scale  in  this  respect.  In  electrical  installations,  as  in  other 
great  engineering  works,  the  orders  go  to  the  countries  supplying  the 
capital.  Only  two  tramway  sj^stems  have  been  established  in  China — 
those  at  Shanghai  and  Tientsin — which  are  controlled  and  equipped 
by  the  English  and  Belgians,  respectively. 

INCREASED   SALE  OF  UNITED   STATES   MACHINERY. 

The  importations  of  machinery  and  fittings  from  the  United  States 
increased  from  $124,091  in  1904  to  $949,234  in  1907.  The  figures  for 
1907  were  only  surpassed  by  the  United  Kingdom,  with  sales  amount- 
ing to  over  $1,580,000.    This  is  a  trade  in  wliich  the  American  prod- 
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ucts  are  being  energetically  pushed  by -American  machinery  ajgents. 
Out  of  a  total  of  $105,111  worth  of  sewing  madiines  sold  to  China  in 
1907,  the  United  States  supplied  about  $40,000  worth — ^more  than 
double  the  value  from  any  otner  country. 

The  hardware  trade  in  China  is  worthy  of  American  attention. 
During  1907  the  sales  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $98,750, 
out  of  a  total  of  $790,000,  while  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
valued  at  $300,200;  Germany,  $167,480;  and  Japan  $144,570.    The 

Kroximity  of  China  to  the  United  States  and  the  success  of  American 
ardware  in  other  markets  in  competition  with  that  of  other  makers 
indicates  that  American  goods  are  not  being  pushed  in  China  as  they 
mi^ht. 

There  was  a  great  reduction  in  the  amount  of  lead  in  pigs  and  bars 
imported  from  the  United  States  during  the  past  four  years,  as  in 
1904  the  amount  supplied  was  3,243  tons,  against  1,625  tons  in  1905, 
805  tons  in  1906,  and  752  tons  in  1907.  The  United  States  is  the 
largest  exporter  of  scales  and  balances,  the  sales  in  1907  amounting 
to  $20,198  out  of  a  total  of  $31,945. 

In  medical  and  surgical  appliances  the  Chinese  market  is  supplied 
chiefly  from  the  Unit^  States  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  imports 
from  the  former  country  in  1907  amounting  to  $32,368,  and  from  the 
latter  country  $61,596. 

Of  a  total  import  of  $118,500  in  graphophones  and  accessories  last 
year,  the  United  States  is  credited  with  $31,600  worth,  as  much  as 
all  Europe,  but  less  than  Canada,  whose  sales  amounted  to  $89,500. 
As  no  ^aphophones  of  note  are  manufactured  in  Canada,  the  expla- 
nation is  to  be  found  in  the  shipment  of  American  machines  through 
Canadian  ports. 

CONFECTIONERY,    FURNITURE,    OPIUM,    AND    TOBACCO. 

A  small  line  of  imports  which  should  be  of  interest  to  the  United 
States  is  confectionery.  Foreign  confectionery  to  the  value  of 
$111,770  was  imported  in  1907,  of  which  only  1  per  cent  came  from 
the  United  States,  Great  Britain  being  the  chief  supplier. 

In  this  trade  also  there  should  be  a  oright  future  for  the  American 
manufacturer  if  he  can  adapt  his  products  to  the  local  demand.  In 
the  city  of  Shanghai  one  well-known  American  manufacturer  is  offer- 
ing regular  shipments  of  the  highest  grade  American  confectionery 
and  is  meeting  m  a  small  way  with  an  encouraging  demand.  Goods 
of  this  character  to  obtain  a  wide  market  must  not  be  of  the  highest 
grade,  but  must  be  saleable  at  low  prices. 

Kegarding  the  imports  of  furniture,  etc.,  the  United  States  should 
lead,  out  an  examination  proves  disappointing.  The  total  imports 
in  1907  were  valued  at  $758,400,  of  which  the  United  States  f  umishwi 
$39,500  worth.  Great  Britain  $202,230,  and  Japan  $237,000. 

The  imports  of  opium  amounted  to  7,277,866  pounds  in  1907, 
against  7,215,600  in  1906,  and  6,927,700  in  1905. 

The  importation  of  American  tobacco  is  a  promising  trade,  2,113 
tons  being  received  in  1907.  Hongkong  is  credited  with  5,652  tons, 
most  of  which  probably  came  from  the  United  States.  The  Chinese 
are  not  a  cigar-consuming  people  and  small  importations  come  chiefly 
from  Germany,  Belgium,  and  the  Netherlands.  There  is  of  course 
a  certain  consumption  of  high-priced  Cuban  and  American  cigars 
among  the  foreigners. 
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The  rivalry  between  the  United  States,  Japan,  and  Great  Britain 
for  the  supply  of  cigarettes  is  quite  keen,  the  sales  from  each  country 
for  the  four  preceding  years  being  as  follows: 


Years. 


1904.. 
1905., 


Dnlted 
States. 


9688,306 
1,608,6&1 


Japan. 


9726,674 
636,217 


Great 
Britain. 


9266,718 
697,  b24 


Years. 


1906. 
1907. 


United 
States. 


92,596,142 
1,065,534 


Japan. 


Great 
Britain. 


9287,574  91,849,864 
524,932  I      994,202 


SALE  OF  AMERICAN  BOOTS  AND  SHOES — CLOCKS — GINSENG. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  growth  in  the  receipts  of  American 
boots  and  shoes,  leather,  and  other  materials,  the  sales  rising  from 
$4,324  in  1904  to  $18,452  in  1907. 

The  comparison  of  values  and  quantities  from  the  United  States 
and  those  of  other  countries  will  show  the  high  grade  of  American 
import.  For  example,  9,646  pairs  of  shoes  from  Europe  were  valued 
at  $10,245;  about  34,300  pairs  from  Japan  at  $30,810,  as  compared 
with  somewhat  less  than  8,000  pairs  from  America  valued  at  $18,452. 
The  inference  is,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  investigation,  that  it  is  the 
foreigner  in  China,  not  the  Chinese,  who  is  the  buyer  of  the  Ameri- 
can shoe.  An  intelligent  effort  to  supply  Chinese  shoes  to  China 
would  seem  more  certain  of  a  liberal  reward  than  any  branch  of 
manufacturing  industry. 

In  the  supply  of  clocks  and  watches  Japan  leads  with  sales  in 
1907  amounting  to  $214,259,  against  $282,614  in  1906,  while  the 
sales  from  the  United  States  amounted  in  value  for  these  two  years 
to  $49,714  and  $101,000,  respectively.  It  would  seem  that  the 
American  manufacturer  should  make  a  better  showing  in  this 
market,  which  could  be  done  by  the  production  of  cheap  clocks  and 
watches  suitable  to  the  low  price  wnich  the  Chinese  are  prepared 


to  pay. 
The  I 


receipts  of  ginseng  in  1907  amounted  to  343,243  pounds,  of 
which  173,475  pounds  came  from  Hongkong;  119,361  pounds  from 
Japan;  50,339  pounds  from  Korea;  157  pounds  from  India;  88 
pounds  from  Macao;  66  pounds  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  77  pounds,  from  Russia  and  Straits  Settlements.  The 
amount  credited  to  Hongkong  probably  came  originally  from  the 
United  States. 

HOUSEHOLD  STORES — ^WINES  AND   MILK — DYES. 

The  importation  of  household  stores  is  another  line  in  which 
America  caters  almost  exclusively  to  the  foreign  demand.  The 
total  imports  in  1907  were  valued  at  $3,443,137,  of  which  the  United 
States  is  credited  with  $1,436,170,  the  closest  competitor  being  Japan, 
with  about  one-third  this  amount. 

In  the  trade  of  wine,  beer,  and  spirits,  the  United  States  does  not 
rank  very  high,  notwithstanding  the  excellence  of  the  American 
malt  liquors  introduced  into  this  market  from  America.  The  prox- 
imity of  Japan  and  the  cheapness  of  the  beer  produced  there  make 
that  country  the  leading  importer. 

The  demand  for  American  beer  and  whisky  is  almost  entirely 
from  foreigners,  among  whom,  however,  the  demand  for  American 
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whisky  is  almost  nil,  while  the  demand  for  malt  lic[uors  is  ^ided 
by  the  conservative  British  and  German  taste  to  liquors  of  those 
nations.  Nevertheless,  the  beer  of  certain  American  breweries  is 
widely  in  demand  in  China  in  high-class  hotels  and  clubs  and  is 
hirfily  appreciated. 

The  imports  of  condensed  milk  in  tins  was  primarily  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States.  The  receipts  from  the 
United  States  in  the  past  four  years  were  as  follows :  1904,  50,748 
dozens;  1905,  245,098  dozens;  1906,  82,018  dozens,  and  1907,  52,696 
dozens.  There  is  a  very  large  importation  of  these  goods  from 
Switzerland  and  the  Netherlands.  The  number  of  brands  is  con- 
stantly increasing  and  milk  in  attractive  packages  and  of  excellent 
quality  is  abundant  in  Chinese  markets. 

The  substitution  of  an  ordinary  liquid  milk  for  the  condensed 
article,  which  was  formerly  supplied  exclusively,  is  highly  appre- 
ciated and  the  demand  for  this  character  of  goods  from  both  the 
United  States  and  Europe  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  aniline-dye  trade  is  one  in  which  the  United  States  is  very 
little  interested.  Of  the  total  imports  amounting  to  $2,049,641  over 
$1,500,000  worth  came  from  Germany  and  Belgium,  and  less  than 
$237  worth  from  the  United  States.  There  is  about  the  same  condi- 
tion as  to  paints,  colors,  and  other  dyes,  though  some  large  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  are  actively  pushing  their  brands  of  paint  upon 
the  market. 

DRAWBACK  TO  AMERICAN  TRADE. 

A  ^neral  consideration  of  the  import  trade  of  China  leads  the 
American  observer  to  feel  that  certain  lines  here  are  not  as  developed 
as  they  should  be  and  that  this  market  holds  out  a  bright  prospect 
to  intelligence  and  capital.  The  backwardness  of  American  imports 
is  to  be  chiefly  noticed  in  the  higher  grade  cotton  goods  and  in  the 
supply  of  electrical  machinery.  There  is  a  probability  that  in  the 
course  of  time  the  development  of  American  mills  will  enable  the 
United  States  to  meet  British  competition  in  all  grades  of  cotton, 
but  as  to  the  supply  of  electrical  machinery  and  machinery  of  all 
kinds,  there  seems  less  hope.  The  greatest  drawback  to  Ajnerican 
trade  in  these  lines  is  that  there  is  very  little  American  money  in- 
vested in  China,  and  orders  for  these  as  well  as  other  kinds  of  goods 
go  to  those  countries  which^through  their  invested  capital,  control 
the  placing  of  the  orders.  When  the  American  merchant  shall  have 
become  a  more  active  agent  in  the  development  of  China  and  shall 
be  content  to  invest  his  money  in  industrial  enterprises,  an  increased 
demand  may  be  looked  for  from  America  for  the  kind  of  goods, 
machinery,  and  electrical  fittings,  etc.,  which  the  manufacturing 
and  railroad  development  will  necessitate. 

An  American  economist,  in  his  book,  says :  "  The  real  opportunity 
afforded  by  colonial  possessions  is  for  the  development  of  the  new 
countries  by  fixed  investments." 

It  is  to  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  true  not  only  of  colonial  pos- 
sessions, but  of  the  great  neutral  market  of  China,  and  it  will  be 
found  that  judicious  investments  there  will  not  only  bring  a  return 
comparing  favorably  with  other  fields,  but  will  have  a  direct  and 
powerful  influence  in  fostering  American  trade. 
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WHAT  CHINA  EXPORTS. 


In  1907  China  exported  131,411^15  pounds  of  raw  cotton, 
against  102^49,086  pounds  in  1906.  This  cotton  largely  goes  to 
Japanese  mills  where  it  is  manufactured  into  cloth  to  be  sent  back 
to  compete  with  the  foreign  and  Chinese  woven  article.  Of  the 
silk  exported,  including  cocoons  and  waste,  amounting  to  34,011,508 
pounds,  1,987,395  i)ounds  were  shipped  direct  to  the  United  States. 

The  tea  exports  in  1907  showed  an  increase  of  24,385,600  pounds 
over  1906,  the  totals  being  185,921,200  pounds  m  1906,  and  210,306.800 
pounds  in  1907.  The  export  of  sesame  seed  last  year  amounted  to 
98,926,696  pounds.  It  goes  chiefly  from  the  port  of  Hankow,  and 
it  is  said  is  shipped  largely  to  France  and  Italy. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce  from  China, 
also  the  value  of  the  shipments  to  the  United  States,  including 
Hawaii,  and  to  the  United  Kingdom,  during  1906  and  1907,  was  as 
follows : 


ArUclea. 


Animals,  live 

Bamboo,  etc 

Beancake 

Beans. ••• 

Bristles 

Camphor 

Chinaware.  etc , 

Cotton,  raw 

Egrgs 

Feathers  (fowl) 

Fibers 

Firecrackers,  etc 

Fruit 

Furs 

Grasscloth 

Mats 

Matting 

Medicines , 

Minerals 

Musk 

Nankeens 

Nut  galls , 

Oils 

Opium 

Paper 

Provisions,  etc 

Eice 

Seeds 

Bilk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw- 
White 

White,steam  filature 

Wild 

Yellow 

Cocoons 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Refuse 

Waste 

other 

Bklns  and  hides 

Straw  braid , 

Sugar 

Tallow , 

Tea: 

Black 

Brick 

Green , 

Tobacco 

Wood  and  timber,  etc 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1906. 


12,665,305 

792,526 

5.580,635 

2,479,331 

2,177,447 

1,035,625 

1,247,672 

9,198,599 

1,370,022 

an,  832 

2,376,118 

2,832,729 

1.332,186 

453,673 

852,613 

801.268 

2,420,922 

1,919,954 

6,167,737 

659,082 

1,857,476 

770,721 

4,366,978 

1,689,680 

2,674,954 

2,752,358 

16,743,349 

4,643,218 


13,023,590 

23,395,415 

6.034,646 

2,639,650 

861.159 
6,695,053 
1,010,492 

356,700 
2,530,448 

873,432 
8,749,359 
6,834,180 

686,009 

878,168 

9,679,489 
5,106,807 
6,089,882 
1,750,571 
922,946 
4,3^.480 
6,676,380 


Total 189,165,391 


1907. 


$2,698,368 

983,761 

7, 127, 165 

2,560,780 

2,363,181 

1,641,206 

1,268,100 

13,398,192 

1,291.199 

902,240 

2.104,721 

3,326,447 

1,717,636 

629,060 

788,695 

721,852 

2,927,288 

1,904,835 

6,118,109 

691,770 

931,846 

773,513 

8,891,925 

198,305 

2,669,781 

2,810.062 

9,890,306 

4,134,902 

14,066,526 

30,847,406 

4.971,417 

8,749,629 

1,027,057 

8.375,986 

1,835,674 

421,879 

4,297,418 

7M,392 

10,552.210 

5.386,aS3 

813,frt7 

1,666,221 

12,293,269 
5,636,056 
7,236.145 
1,980,841 
984,729 
8,737,500 
9,977,632 


United  States  ^includ- 
ing Hawaii). 


1906. 


S2 


571 

1,117 

21 

260 

19,748 

100,390 


168,919 

19 

2.126 

376 

708 

12,876 

161,858 

88 

31,461 

780,261 


4,883 


123 


4,157,676 

1,796,839 

740,607 


6,387 
23,481 


4,644 

668 

8,226,476 

1,750,863 


299 

1,166,481 

4,087 

2,714,318 


2,656 
2,892,247 

158,268 


208,860,751     20,637,424 


1907. 


196 


794,630 

26,045 

1,686 

6,m 

1,106 
86,295 
30,887 


147,009 
289 


972 
4,683 
177, 194 
127,674 
6 
66,063 
469,678 


4,269 


4,172,887 

2,823,419 

774,965 

660 


8,144 
118,700 


2,321 

1,032 

8,247,989 

844.063 


12,625 
1,172,8T2 
*8,*286,"472 


2,236,418 
428,443 


21,012,161 


United  Kingdom. 


1906. 


1907. 


$67 
220 


180 

817,739 

86.481 

182 

126,402 

794 

59,482 

807,472 


1,064 

234,947 

21 


7,926 


106,805 

8,228 

192 

106,749 

72,045 


2,435 
5,156 


11,158 


827,114 

6,414 

26,871 


71,078 
196,261 


490,152 

2,003 

962,083 

2,016,848 


156,857 
878,179 


379,285 

34,738 

18 

808,207 

1,999,593 


10,298,815 


$296 

2 

61 

709,338 

297,306 

698 

184,286 

1,273 

47,654 

101.908 


780 
162,002 


1,664 


61,625 
20,644 


84,076 
42,365 


2,SS4 
25,  SU 


6,795 


840,789 
6,244 
6,570 


99,207 

808,554 

880 

465,718 

6,170 

632,694 

959,873 


586,665 

1,992,829 

991 

523,  lU 

11,476 


775.080 
1,145,915 


9,565,029 
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AMOY, 

By  yiOE-Ck>NSUL  E.  O.  Bakeb. 

The  trade  of  Amoy  for  1907  has  been  normal.  The  imports  of 
kerosene  have  shown  a  steady  increase  and  the  prospects  for  a  greater 
advance  in  the  sale  of  this  American  product  are  bright.  An  Amer- 
ican company  has  installed  a  lar^e  tank  system  whidi  is  about  com- 
pleted. This  will  not  only  make  it  possible  for  the  company  to  place 
oil  on  the  market  more  cheaply,  but  will  enable  it  to  keep  better 
stocked  in  order  to  meet  the  dianging  conditions  of  the  market  and 
foreign  competition.  The  import  figures  for  1906  were  1,254,970 
gallons  and  for  1907  1,769,050  gallons. 

Though  the  most  determin^  efforts  have  been  made  by  foreign 
competitors  to  control  the  flour  market  of  this  city,  the  American 
companies  have  more  than  held  their  own.  The  imports  of  American 
flour  for  1907,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  customs 
figures,  were  44,646,266  pounds,  as  against  32,744,266  pounds  for 
1906. 

OPIUM,  MORPHIA,  YABN,  DYES,  AND  MEDICINES. 

Opium  has  for  many  years  been  the  chief  import  of  Amoy.  About 
hall  of  the  total  customs  revenue  is  derived  from  this  source.  It  was 
expected  that  1907  would  see  a  marked  decrease  in  the  importation 
of  this  drug  on  account  of  the  attempts  which  the  officials  and  local 
societies  are  making  to  prevent  or  at  least  curtail  its  use.  Every 
opimn  den  in  Amoy  was  closed,  and  the  officials  went  about  arrest- 
ing such  persons  as  were  found  smoking  in  these  dens.  Hundreds 
of  opium  pipes  were  burned  publicly.  Despite  these  drastic  meas- 
ures the  actual  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  opium  at  this  place 
is  sliffht.  The  imports  were  729,600  pounds  in  1906  and  660,266 
pounds  in  1907. 

It  may  be  observed  in  this  connection  that  the  use  of  morphia, 
which  is  found  in  opium,  is  constantly  growing.  The  price  of  mor- 
phia here  is  less  than  the  customs  duty  on  the  article.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  over  $8,000  worth  of  morphia  is  consumed  yearly. 

A  noticeable  increase  in  the  importation  of  cotton  yam  took  place 
during  the  past  year.  This  yam  is  mostly  used  for  making  cneap 
clothing.  The  Chinese  find  it  profitable  to  make  their  own  cloth, 
and  it  is  made  in  a  primitive  way  by  families  in  their  own  homes. 
For  this  purpose  large  quantities  of  cotton  yarn  and  dyes  are  im- 
ported. Most  of  the  latter  are  of  Grerman  manufacture,  though 
there  is  an  opportunity  here  for  the  sale  of  the  American  article. 
Patent  medicines  of  all  sorts  are  being  imported  in  increasing  quan- 
tities.   Most  of  them  are  of  American  and  Japanese  manufacture. 

MARKET   FOR  RAILWAY    MATERIAL   AND   FOOD   PRODUCTS. 

A  OTOwing  item  of  import  is  that  of  railway  material.  Work  has 
already,  begun  on  the  Fuhkien  Kailwav,  over  3  miles  of  the  road 
having  been  completed.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  road  first  to 
Chang  Chow  and  then  into  the  interior  as  far  as  the  Province  of 
Kiang-si.  Branch  lines  are  projected  which  will  connect  with  the 
mining  districts  which  are  about  to  be  worked.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
line  will  connect  later  with  Foochow.  Last  year's  import  of  rail- 
way material  amounted  to  $40,986,  most  of  which  came  from  Japan. 
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The  figures  of  last  year's  imports  of  rice  show  a  striking  change 
over  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  importation  of  foreign  rice 
ahnost  doubled  in  amount,  while  that  of  the  native  product  shows 
a  marked  decrease.  The  famine  of  last  year  no  doubt  caused  the 
sudden  drop  in  the  importation  of  native  rice,  as  the  imports  of  natiVe 
wheat  show  a  corresponding  change.  It  is  extraordinary  that  this 
district  where  rice  is  plentifully  grown  should  import  such  great 
quantities.  The  figures  show,  however,  that  the  consumption  of  all 
sorts  of  cereals  is  immense,  and  there  is  large  opportunity  for  the 
sale  of  American  foodstuffs,  especially  flour. 

IMPORTS  BT  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  comparative  table  are  given  the  principal  articles 
of  import  at  Amoy  in  1905, 1906,  and  1907,  and  their  values  in  United 
States  currency: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beftiic&k6 

$576,688 

1,092,886 

94,289 

6,466 
96,847 

4,806 
3,720 

44,290 
69,627 
16,044 
145.196 
77,819 

1,227,444 

6,854 

804,035 

343,522 

$768,270 
973,410 
79,880 

574 
84,445 

8,270 
2,106 

41,719 
67,465 
16,406 
188,629 
80,510 

1,162,783 
97,295 
146,643 

718,671 

$701,808 
735,269 
128,724 

12,790 
78,800 

2,820 
2,409 

66,190 
68.656 
15,942 
144,530 
78,877 

1,222,560 
60,867 
151,016 

964,894 

Ploui^-Continued. 

Native 

Iron: 

Bars  and  nail  rod. 

Old 

$4,777 

4,906 

7,475 

106,105 

18,237 

5,605 

18,285 

168,977 

824,676 

2,544,638 

83,027 

1,169,606 

1,016,168 

844,847 

109,631 

Beans 

$48,568 

6,105 
6,841 

Bichodemar 

Cotton,  raw: 
IndlaJi 

$6,179 

5.953 

142,212 

14,744 

2,434 

15,481 

206,276 

801,744 

2,849,400 

186,428 

606,708 
686,128 
112,394 
111,966 

Native 

Matches 

154,535 

Cotton  goods: 
Drills 

Mats 

2,972 

Metals: 

Lead  in  pigs 

Quicksilver 

Tin  slabs 

Lawns 

7,972 

Shirting»- 
Dyed 

16,957 
222,477 

Gray 

Oil,  kerosene 

Opium 

899,662 

Turkey  red.... 
White 

1,917,140 

P*r  a  w  n  s     and 
shrimps,  dried... 

Rice: 
Foreign 

T-cloth 

156,748 

Yarn— 

foreign 

Native 

1,376,790 

Native 

90,870 

Pish,  dried 

Wheal 

67,579 

Flour: 
Foreign 

Woolen  goods 

94,796 

KBEXPORTS  OF  TEA  DECLINE — OTHER  EXPORTS  STATIONARY. 

Eeturns  show  a  considerable  fall  in  the  amount  of  Formosan  tea 
reexported.  The  importance  of  Amoy  as  a  shipping  center  depended 
heretofore  largely  on  the  quantities  of  tea  which  were  brought  from 
Formosa  for  reexport.  This  business,  however,  has  been  gradually 
discontinued,  and  is  likely  to  cease  entirely.  The  shipments  of  tea 
are  made  from  Formosa  direct  since  the  Japanese  occupation.  The 
port  of  Kelung  was  ^atly  improved  by  the  Japanese,  with  a  view 
of  taking  over  the  shipping  business.  As  a  consequence,  the  largest 
vessels  enter  regularljr  at  that  port,  rendering  it  unnecessary  to  send 
the  tea  awav  for  reshipment.  All  but  one  of  the  tea  firms  at  Amoy 
have  transferred  their  offices  to  Formosa.  During  the  year  190i 
there  was  exported  from  Amoy  a  total  of  4,232,931  pounds  of  tea. 
Of  this  amount  the  Philippine  Islands  took  22,264  pounds  and  the 
United  States  829,733  pounds.  Java,  the  heaviest  purchaser,  took 
1,883,065  pounds.  ^ 

Most  of  the  exports  from  Amoy  are  sent  to  the  Straits  Settlements 
or  to  Chinese  ports.  The  principal  articles  are  paper,  sugar,  and 
tobacco,  the  trade  in  which  has  been  almost  stationary  for  the  past 
five  years.  Last  year's  exportation  of  lily  bulbs  shows  some  advance 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.    The  bulk  of  this  trade  is  with  the 
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United  States  and  the  demand  for  this  article  is  increasing  steadily. 
The  trade  in  the  Amoy  pomelo  shows  some  advance.  This  fruit  is 
almost  like  the  pomelo  or  grape  fruit  wown  in  the  United  States, 
but  is  superior  in  flavor.  Cuttings  of  tins  fruit  have  already  been 
sent  to  both  the  United  States  and  Japan,  but  its  cultivation  is  still 
in  the  experimental  stage.  If  the  Amoy  pomelo  can  be  grown  to 
advantage  elsewhere,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  a  large  trade 
could  not  be  developed  along  this  line. 

UNTAVORABLE  BALANCE  OF  TRADE. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  principal  articles  of 
export  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


1906.        1906. 


Bags,  hemp 

Bricks  and  tiles.... 
Chinaware,  coaiM, 

Hemp  sacking 

Hemp  skin 

Ironware 

Lnng-ngans,  dried . 
Paper 


99,641 
28,169 
16,667 
18,466 
9,095 
19,827 
88,146 
778,792 


t8,870 
82,122 
17,366 
26.589 
9,446 
14,742 
56.211 
646,940 


1907. 


$10,661  I 
30.449  I 
16,716  I 
82,935 
17, 78  7  I 
18.7321 
84,174  I 

649,221  I 


Articles. 


Preserres 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Umbrellas 

Vermicelli  and 
ronl 


1905. 


$46,864 
457,912 
118,011 
247.221 
9,602 

9,478 


1906.    1907, 


$43,885 
812, 178 
104.077 
164,636 
8,995 

46,589 


$88,779 

890,429 

83,866 

158,976 

8,M» 

64,261 


The  total  imports  at  Amoy  for  1907  amounted  to  $13,315,092,  of 
which  $9,921,841  came  from  foreign  countries,  and  $8,393,251  from 
Chinese  ports.  The  total  exports  amounted  to  $2,338,094,  of  which 
$1,603,063  were  taken  by  foreign  countries,  and  $735,031  by  Chinese 
ports.  In  addition  there  were  reexports,  chiefly  tea,  amounting 
to  $971,751. 

EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES  AND  POSSESSIONS. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Amoy  to  the  United  States 
are  shown  in  the  following  statement  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907 : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bulbfl,  lily 

$10,149 

1,636 

1,554,818 

$4,885 

462 
1,166,090 

$8,669 

Household  effects 

211 

Tea 

194.178 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  this  port  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  for  1905, 1906,  and  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Bamboo  ware. 

CatUe 

Chinaware 

Chinese  books 
Cotton  shoes.. 
Fruits: 

Dried 

Fresh 

Fish  nets 

Garlic 

Grass  cloth — 
Grindstones... 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 
$177 

$1,017 

$681 

47,184 

60,450 

6,187 

4.584 

5,402 

503 

145 

278 

459 

824 

127 

1,106 

768 

815 

5,235 

742 

209 

6,652 

7,481 

8,511 

4,781 

526 

42 

8,884 

4,666 

8,»48 

756 

586 

979 

Articles. 


Hemp  string. 

Ironware 

Joss  paper 

Joss  sticks... 

Medicine 

Opimn 

Paper 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Tea , 

Vermicelli..., 
Wooden  ware, 


1905.       1906.       1907. 


$8,556 

2,870 

645 

805 

2,768 

2,780 

14,521 

1,604 

856 

5,037 

1,788 

8,054 


$2,839 

2,848 

884 

$14 

834 

1,102 

9,512 

595 

229 

4,151 

888 

8.088 


$4,911 
3,221 


1,040 
1,288 


6,906 
877 
40 
6,296 
1,765 
1,791 


flILK    INDUSTRY — ^RAILROADS    AND    MIKING — EI4ECTRIG    LIGHTING. 

An  industry  which  is  being  developed  with  some  promise  of  success 
is  that  of  silk  manufacture.    There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  silk 
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can  not  be  produced  in  this  region,  as  the  soil,  climate,  and  other  con- 
ditions all  seem  favorable.  Very  little,  however,  has  been  done  along 
this  line  until  recently.  The  Japanese,  seeing  an  opportunity  to 
develop  this  industry,  have  taken  the  matter  up  in  a  scientific  way 
and  are  importing  silk  worms  and  improving  the  present  m^ocls 
of  manufacture.  Most  of  this  work  is  bein^  carried  on  at  Chang 
Chow,  but  it  is  too  early  to  predict  what  the  final  result  will  be. 
There  seems  to  be  some  chance,  however,  for  the  silk  industry  to 
develop  here  to  such  an  extent  that  the  trade  may  prove  of  some 
consequence. 

Though  very  little  is  produced  for  export  in  this  district,  there 
seems  to  be  promise  of  considerable  development  in  the  near  future. 
The  Fuhkien  Railroad,  when  completed,  will  traverse  a  country  rich 
in  minerals,  and  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  develop  the  mines 
as  well  as  to  build  the  road.  Not  only  will  this  railroad  tap  the  in- 
terior of  this  province,  but  will  extend  as  far  as  Kiang-si,  from 
which  the  products  of  that  region  may  be  readily  shipped  to  the  sea- 
board. Much  of  the  traffic  of  this  province  which  now  passes  through 
Swatow  will  be  brought  more  conveniently  to  Amoy  by  this  new  rad- 
road.  As  the  mineral  resources  of  this  district  include  iron,  coal,  zinc, 
lead,  mercury,  and  crystal,  all  found  in  abundance,  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  this  region  can  not  become  rich  in  mineral  production. 

During  1907  there  have  been  several  notable  i)ublic  improvements. 
A  telephone  system  has  been  installed  in  the  city  of  Amoy,  and  is 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  Chinese.  An  electric-lighting  system  is 
projected  and  sufficient  capital  has  already  been  subscribed  for  its  in- 
stallation, and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  soon  commence. 
These  enterprises,  together  with  the  new  mining  operations  and  rail- 
road, should  give  an  impetus  to  the  trade  of  iSnoy  and  bring  about 
the  development  of  this  entire  district  which  is  possible  through  the 
wealth  of  its  mineral  resources. 

EMIGRATION. 

A  glance  at  the  export  and  import  figures  for  Amoy  reveals  a  great 
discrepancy  between  the  two.  In  1907  the  customs  figures  show  im- 
ports to  the  value  of  $9,921,841,  and  exports  to  foreign  countries 
valued  at  $1,603,063.  It  is  plain  from  this  that  the  articles  of  export 
fall  far  short  of  paying  for  the  articles  imported.  There  is,  however, 
value  of  some  sort  rendered  for  the  bulk  of  the  articles  brought  in,  and 
a  very  large  part  of  that  value  consists  of  the  human  labor  which  is 
sent  to  foreign  countries. 

Amoy  coolies  go  principally  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  while  a 
considerable  number  go  to  Formosa,  Hongkong,  and  Java.  The 
amount  of  money  remitted  from  the  Amoy  laborers  at  these  places 
can  not  be  accurately  ascertained,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  reaches 
many  millions  of  dollars  yearly.  It  is  this  money,  together  with 
what  is  brought  back  by  returning  merchants  and  laborers,  that 
keeps  up  the  trade  of  Amoy,  for  this  district  has  almost  ceased  to  be 
a  place  of  production.  The  number  of  departing  natives  is  consider- 
ably larger  than  the  number  of  those  returning,  which  shows  that 
there  is  still  a  large  outward  stream  of  persons  who  go  abroad  to  sell 
their  labor  in  foreign  markets. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Chinese  leaving  and  re- 
turning to  Amoy  in  1907: 


FormoM 

Coast  ports 

Hongkong 

Straits  Settlements 
Manila 


Leaying.    Returning. 


5,680 
9,968 
8,246 
78,191 
8,400 


6,972 
11.222 
17,267 
16,926 

4,565 


Saigon 

Other  ports 

Inland  water  places 

Total 


Learlng.    Returning. 


32 

9 

266.514 


866,980 


2 

16 

289,016 


294.966 


CANTON. 

By  yiOB-Ck>N8nirGBNBaAL  WnxARD  B.  Hull. 

The  total  trade  of  Canton  in  1907  amounted  to  $83,534,853,  against 
$76^99,979  in  1906  and  $74,235,064  in  1905.  The  trade  of  the  port 
during  1907  is  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Imports  and  exports. 


Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

Prom  foreign  countries  and  Hong- 
kong   

From  Chinese  ports 


Value. 


Total  foreign  imports 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries. . 
Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 


Total  reexported 

Total  net  foreign  imports  . 


123,716.189 
863,057 


24,079,246 


41,297 
122,267 


168,564 


Imports  of  natire  produce: 
Native  produce 


23.915.682 


Imports  and  exports. 


Imports  of  native  produce— Cont'd. 
Reexported  to  foreign  countries. 
Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  native  reexports 

Total  net  native  imports 

Exports  of  native  produce: 

Exported  to  foreign  countries  . . 
Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  native  produce 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port. 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.e., 
foreign  and  native  exports,  less  re- 
exports and  native  exports 


Value. 


9347,971 
86,960 


884.961 


14,886,680 


40,500,899 
8,738,147 


44,234,046 


83,534,858 


82,986,858 


Nearly  all  articles  of  foreign  origin  have  increased  with  the  excep- 
tion of  opium,  which  shows  a  very  noticeable  decline.  During  1906 
there  was  1,581,867  pounds  of  opium,  valued  at  $5,399,651,  imported, 
as  against  1,387,200  pounds^  valued  at  $4,296,863  in  1907. 

English  gray  shirtings  mcreased  from  106,581  pieces  in  1906  to 
116,612  pieces  in  1907,  while  English  white  shirtings  advanced  from 
187,180  pieces  to  229,056  pieces  in  those  years.  English  drills,  T- 
cloths,  velvets  and  velveteens,  handkerchiefs,  and  chintzes  all  show 
slight  decreases.  The  importation  of  coal  (mostly  Japanese)  in- 
creased from  $342,818  worth  in  1906  to  $967,211  in  1907,  and  railway 
materials  for  the  Canton-Hankow  Eailroad,  from  $10,076  to  $511,523 
during  the  same  years.  These  railroad  supplies  were  practically  all 
imported  from  the  United  States  and  include  locomotives,  cars,  and 
construction  materials. 

The  total  importation  of  flour  increased  from  40,660,267  pounds  in 
1906  to  49,903,200  pounds  in  1907,  but  its  value  decreased  from  $1,008,- 
650  to  $871,654.  American  flour  was  imported  to  the  amount  of 
36,929,100  pounds,  valued  at  $642,564  in  1907,  against  36,657,600 
pounds  in  1906.  The  other  coimtries  furnishing  flour  were  Australia 
with  434,400  pounds;  Canada,  1,619,500  pounds;  and  Hongkong, 
6,017,000  pounds. 

The  receipts  of  kerosene  oil  during  1907  amounted  to  16,540,036  gal- 
lons, against  13,881,721  gallons  in  1906.    Of  these  amoimts  the  United 
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States  furnished  8^28,692  gallons  in  1906  and  10,341,734  gallons  in 
1907;  Borneo,  454,067  gallons  and  1,201,962  gallons;  and  Sumatra, 
5,103,962  gallons  and  4,996,340  gallons,  respectively,  during  the  two 
years. 

The  total  amount  of  gingseng  imported  in  1907  showed  a  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  out  American  clarified  and  crude 
gingseng  increased  from  171  pounds  in  1906  to  214  pounds  in  1907. 

Tnere  continues  to  be  an  increasing  consumption  of  American 
canned  goods,  and  Canton  offers  a  good  field  for  the  ^e  of  sudi 
articles. 

CLASSIFIED  IMPORTS. 

The  articles  of  import  into  Canton  during  the  past  two  years  were 
as  follows : 


Articles. 


Beans  and  peas 

Beer  and  porter 

Boots  and  shoes,  rubber 

Building  material 

Cement 

Cigarettes 

Coal 

Copper  ingots,  etc 

Cotton,and  manufacturesof : 

Raw 

Chintzes 

Cloth,  Japanese 

Drills 

Italians 

Shirtings: 

Gray.plain 

White,  plain 

T-cloth 

Towels 

Yams,  Indian 

Dves,  aniline 

Electrical  material 

Flour 

Qlossware 


1906. 


$15,011 
36,934 
249,876 
62,342 
66,910 
194,029 
342,818 
178,110 


1907. 


9153,194 
40,642 
145,503 
76,641 
69,986 
149,043 
697,211 
73,234 


32,000 

92,161 

99,761 

65,066 

129,525 

99,509 

27.014 

17,900 

118,005 

120,506 

160,647 

203,641 

600,610 

716,605 

83,364 

58,063 

72,705 

167,056 

1,697,723 

1,762,502 

157, 159 

169,166 

42,849 

81,424 

1,008,650 

871,654 

14,843 

84,171 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bar  and  nail  rod 

Machinery 

Nails,  wire 

Railway  material 

Tin  plates 

Lead 

Matches 

Medicines 

Oil,  kerosene:  • 

American 

Borneo 

Sumatra 

Opium 

Paper 

Rattan 

Rice 

Sugar 

Tea,  black 

Umbrellas 

Vermicelli 

Wines  and  spirits 

Woolen  gooas 


1906. 


$107,180 
45,503 
40,510 
10,076 
418,619 
136,136 
282,215 
188,612 

625,460 

22,116 

346,264 

5,399,661 

433,426 

166,643 

1,242,219 

1,120,723 

92.210 

88,164 

29,116 

82,117 

152,651 


1907. 


$U1,061 
171,145 
48,466 
5U,623 
178,650 
164,104 
266,646 
195,  U9 

1,168.878 

96,034 

424,621 

4,296,868 

248,660 

218,388 

2,863,504 

1,083,541 

101,274 

33,267 

77,419 

129,618 

106,825 


EXPORTS    OP    NATIVE    PRODUCE. 

The  total  exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin  increased  from 
$35,064^2  in  1906  to  $44,234,046  in  1907.  The  exportation  of  cassia 
continues  to  increase,  the  shipments  amounting  to  $904,585  in  1906 
and  $1,255,523  in  1907.  The  amount  exported  to  the  United  States 
advanced  from  $185,795  to  $231,917  during  these  years. 

There  continues  to  be  an  increasing  demand  for  firecrackers,  the 
shipment  abroad  amounting  to  $1,521,506,  against  $1,103,535  in  the 
previous  year.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  have  nearly  doubled 
m  the  last  three  years,  the  amount  being  as  follows:  1905,  $284,173 
worth;  1906,  $435,872,  and  1907,  $509,124. 

There  was  a  slight  gain  in  the  shipments  of  matting,  customs  re- 
turns showing  321,865  rolls  exported  m  1907,  against  313,611  rolls  in 
1906.  The  total  business  of  the  year,  including  Cochin  China,  was 
estimated  at  700,000  rolls.    The  demand  was  strong  throughout  the 

?ear,  exceeding  the  output,  and  prices  ranged  higher  than  in  1906. 
'here  was  such  a  call  for  matting  that  makers  were  forced  to  use  the 
straw  that  is  usually  carried  over  for  use  in  the  following  year.  In 
April  a  large  number  of  orders  were  received^  and  this,  with  the  high 
cost  of  hemp,  caused  prices  to  advance,  and  smce  then  they  have  con- 
tinued to  rise,  until  the  first  of  1908  finds  them  the  highest  in  several 
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years  for  the  cheaper  grades.  The  decision  of  the  United  States  cus- 
toms appraisers,  protecting  shippers  of  116  warp,  caused  a  boom  in 
the  market  of  this  grade.  The  qualities  of  the  matting  were  on  the 
whole  poorer  than  1906.  Floods  at  Lintan  suspended  business  there 
for  three  or  four  weeks  and  destroyed  considerable  straw.  The  sea- 
son's crop  in  that  district  was  inferior  in  quality  and  scarce.  The 
high  freight  ratjBS  on  steamers  resulted  in  considerable  matting  being 
shipped  by  sailing  vessels.  As  a  result  of  the  strong  demand,  the 
exports  or  matting  to  the  United  States  increased  from  $1,368,800 
in  1906  to  $1,944,216  in  1907. 

The  tea  trade  of  Canton  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  no  attention  is 
paid  to  this  article  any  longer.  The  product  has  been  replaced  by 
the  scientifically  cultivated  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas,  and  the  few 
shipments  made  are  of  a  poor  ^ade,  going  to  Australia  and  South 
America.  The  total  exports  during  1907  were  482,328  pounds, 
against  827,333  pounds  in  1906.  Practically  no  tea  goes  from  Can- 
ton to  the  United  States,  and  stocks  in  London  are  sufficient  for  a 
whole  year's  requirements,  judging  from  deliveries.  The  Chinese, 
I  am  informed^  have  in  most  cases  given  up  the  cultivation  of  tea 
and  are  now  usmg  the  ground  for  raising  tooacco. 

The  exports  of  palm-leaf  fans  show  a  large  increase,  nearly  half 
of  which  went  to  the  United  States.  There  were  7,927,337  pieces 
exported  in  1907,  as  compared  with  4,900,235  pieces  the  previous 
year.  Shipments  to  America  increased  from  $12,414  in  1906  to 
$54,527  during  1907.  These  fans  are  manufactured  throughout  the 
Canton  delta  district  and  are  brought  to  this  city,  selected,  shaped, 
and  shipped. 

INCRBASED  ACnVITT  IN  THE  SILK  INDUSTRY. 

The  business  of  the  port  in  raw  silk  was  especially  large  during 
1907.  After  the  activity  of  1906,  which  had  disposed  of  almost  afl 
of  the  available  supplies,  the  present  year  opened  with  an  eager  de- 
mand, which  was  quite  out  of  proportion  with  the  reduced  stocks, 
and  consequently  could  not  be  met  Prices  remained  very  firm  on 
the  advance,  and  business  transacted  was  small.  About  the  middle 
of  January,  when  prices  had  reached  their  highest  point,  buyers  be- 
came alarmed  and  completely  withdrew.  A  period  of  quietness  en- 
sued, and  rates  began  to  weaken,  influenced  to  some  extent  by  the 
pressure  for  ready  money  caused  by  the  api)roach  of  China's  new 
year,  but  at  the  end  of  February  a  sudden  revival  from  both  Europe 
and  the  United  States  brought  about  a  rapid  recovery,  and  the 
steady  business  which  follow^  took  the  rest  of  the  old  season's  silk 
off  the  market. 

Early  in  March  a  considerable  interest  in  new  silk  became  evident, 
and  large  contracts  for  delivery  extending  to  September  and  October 
were  booked  at  a  scale  of  rates  almost  as  high  as  those  paid  in  Janu- 
aiT  for  old  silk.  By  the  beginning  of  June  contracts  and  "  short " 
sales  amounted  to  8,000  or  10,000  bales,  with  the  result  that  very 
high  prices  were  paid  for  first  and  second  crop  cocoons.  Demand, 
however,  had  fallen  off  somewhat  after  the  first  burst  of  activity, 
and  with  native  and  other  speculators  bearing  on  the  market,  values 
slowly  declined. 

This  period  of  quietness  extended  to  the  middle  of  July,  when  in- 
quiry again  suddenly  improved,  causing  a  sharp  advance  in  rates, 
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but  the  volume  of  business  transacted  was  restricted  by  the  firm  and 
indifferent  attitude  of  the  Chinese.  Further  moderate  contracts  for 
long  delivery  were  made,  and  the  few  available  lots  of  "  spot "  silk 
were  taken  up,  mostly  against  previous  "short"  sales.  Finally, 
about  the  middle  of  September,  the  firmness  of  the  native  holders, 
together  with  the  easier  state  of  the  Japanese  market,  caused  buyers 
to  retire. 

The  total  exports  of  raw  silk  from  Canton  in  1906  amounted  to 
42,000,000  bales,  valued  at  $17,229,749,  against  50,000  bales,  valued 
at  $22,636,497,  in  1907.  Of  these  quantities,  Europe  took  32,071  bales 
in  1906  and  34,818  bales  in  1907,  while  the  shipment  to  the  United 
States  during  the  two  years  amounted  to  9,852  and  7,682  bales,  respec- 
tively. 

ABTICLES  OF  EXPORT. 

The  articles  of  export  from  Canton  to  all  countries  during  1906 
and  1907  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Bags 

Bimglefl 

BrisUes 

Buttons,  brass  . 

Canes 

Cattle 

Cassia , 

Chinaware 

Fans,  palm  leaf 

Feathers 

Firecrackers... 

Garlic 

Ginger 

Grass  doth 

Hair,  homan... 
Horns,  deer.... 

Mats 

Matting 


1906. 

1907. 

»76,611 

fl64.070 

196.980 

265,894 

126,121 

88,623 

228,435 

204,116 

12,111 

17,212 

856,193 

276,110 

904,686 

1,255,623 

160,639 

84.156 

69,934 

104,847 

46,127 

82,241 

1,103,536 

1,521,606 

74,129 

106,219 

124,842 

134.800 

87,618 

73,797 

70,949 

89.313 

54,667 

74.196 

283,214 

383,081 

1,853,941 

1,922,002 

Articles. 


Paper 

Preserves 

Silk,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Cocoons 

Embroideries 

Piece  goods 

Refuse 

Thread 

Silverware 

Sugar , 

Tea 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


t290  751 
10.288 


17,229,749 

185,112 

480,190 

4,056,400 

1,180,729 

148,710 

184.989 

180.276 

426,860 

476,165 

4,889.658 


84.866.783 


1907. 


$001,964 
85,817 


22.686.487 

826,219 

7U,610 

4,724,235 

2,117,681 

128,661 

129.980 

200.118 

401,686 

684,682 

4,899.670 


44.284,046 


EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNFTED  STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1907 
amounted  to  $6,788,112,  an  increase  of  $219,936  over  1906  and 
$1,316,125  over  1905.    The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bamboo  • ••- 

$43,982 
88,568 
6,880 
22,092 

810,597 

87,311 

43,604 

21,165 

8.645 

186,796 

26,968 

16,015 

7,262 

12,416 

486,892 

4,616 

26,996 

16,819 

8,016 

1,868,800 

$6,154 
16,948 

8,967 
23,762 

9.538 
231,918 
22,872 
22,477 
64,606 
54,528 
609,124 

6,227 

18,418 

10,660, 

20,339  ! 

1,944.217 

Oil: 

Gania 

$2,886 
6,250 
6,264 

40,687 

4,081.812 

86,122 

19,191 

96.699 

1,718 

104,687 

Blackwood  ware. . . 

$6,697 
2,976 

Bristles 

Other 

Canes             ...... 

Preserves 

$8,917 
69,869 

2,905,840 
26,728 
18,768 

12,926 

Cantharides 

Rattan  cores 

Silk,  and  manu- 
facture* of: 
Raw 

88,687 

Oanla 

216,126 

74,462 

10,196 

824 

19,949 

284,174 

2,994 

17,696 

8,059 

26,176 

China  reeds 

mhlnAWAre 

8,461,760 
82,181 
16,688 
186,064 

Embroideries 

Fans, palm  leaf.... 
Firficrackera 

Cocoons 

Piece  goods... 
Waste 

Ginger,  preserved . 

Grass  cloth :. 

Hair,  human 

Joss  sticks 

Skins 

1,260 

AU  other  articles.. 
Total 

96,166 

74,422 

5,472,087  6.668.176  1  6.788.112 

Matting 

1,682,267 

RAILWAY  EXTENSIONS. 


The  80-mile  line  of  railway  from  Canton  to  Samshui  is  in  good 
operating  shape.    New  stations  are  being  built  all  along  the  road  and 
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the  business  is  increasing  rapidly.  During  1907  the  road  carried 
3,191j524  passengers,  including  2,081  foreigners  and  15,792  who  trav- 
eled free.  The  ^ross  earnings  of  tiie  line  were  $296^500,  United 
States  currency,  distributed  as  follows :  Passengers,  $289,759,  special 
trains  $249;  might  $126,  and  miscellaneous  $6^366.  The  earnings 
for  1907  show  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $26,603.  The 
operating  expenses  in  1907  were  $101,92JL,  an  increase  of  $9,025  over 
the  preceding  year.  In  addition  to  these  disbursements  for  actual 
operating  expenses  there  was  expended  for  improvements,  upkeep 
of  the  road,  and  additional  property  the  sum  of  $96,499,  which  was 
charged  against  the  construction  department. 

The  rolling  stock  was  increased  during  the  year  by  two  8-wheel 
locomotives  (American  make)  and  several  small  dump  cars.  The 
machine  shop  at  Shek  Wai  Tong  was  enlarged  and  a  new  boiler 
house  erected.  The  company  has  ordered  materials  enough  for  build- 
ing 2  steel  passenger  cars  and  a  blacksmith  shop,  as  well  as  some 
wood-working  and  iron- working  machines.  Owing  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Kuang  Tung  Yueh  Han  Railway  Company  (Limited), 
10  flat  cars  were  sold  to  them  for  $10,000. 

On  this  side  of  the  river  the  railway  is  now  open  for  13  miles 
from  Canton,  while  50  miles  more  of  the  ground  was  cleared,  the 
track  fixed,  and  the  grade  measured.  The  work  is  being  pushed  at 
a  good  speed,  and  as  mst  as  the  engineer's  work  is  completea  contracts 
are  signed.  In  order  to  avoid  a  heavy  expense  at  first  the  track  was 
placed  close  to  the  water,  but  this  plan  was  found  to  be  most  unsatis- 
lactory,  so  the  line  is  now  being  Duilt  higher  up,  out  of  the  reach 
of  floods.  Surveying  work  is  being  done  at  the  rate  of  about  one- 
half  a  mile  per  day. 

Work  was  started  on  the  Kowloon-Canton  Bailroad  with  appar- 
ently incomplete  data  upon  which  to  base  estimates  and  it  is  said  that 
at  the  end  of  1907  nearly  $3,500,000  gold  had  been  spent,  or  more 
than  25  per  cent  over  and  above  the  original  estimate  for  the  com- 
plete line.  It  was  at  first  thought  that  the  line  would  cost  about 
$2,500,000  gold,  but  according  to  present  calculations  the  railroad 
will  cost  about  $5,000,000. 

t  The  chief  tunnel,  2,385  yards  in  length,  is  presenting  difficulties 
that  could  not  be  anticipated  and  progress  on  this  has  been  delayed 
thereby.  At  the  end  of  1907  a  third  of  the  work  was  far  from  com- 
pleted, but  better  progress  is  expected  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  British  section  may  be  completed  by  May,  1910.  The  survey 
on  the  CJhinese  section  has  recently  been  completed  and  the  first 
sod  is  likely  soon  to  be  turned.  By  1912,  when  the  C!hinese  section  is 
completed,  trains  should  be  running  between  Canton  and  Hongkong 
(Kowloon). 

CHEFOO. 

By   Ck>NSUL-GENEBAL    JOHN    FOWLEB. 

The  consular  district  of  Chefoo  embraces  a  territory  of  69,000 
square  miles,  with  an  estimated  population  of  30,000,000.  There  are 
now  four  open  ports  or  cities  in  which  the  foreign  merchant  may  re- 
side, Chinan  (the  capital).  Weihsien,  Choutsun,  and  Chefoo.  In  the 
province  are  also  located  tne  British  port  of  Weihaiwei  and  the  Qer- 
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man  port  of  Tsingtau.  Eighty  miles  across  the  gulf  lie  the  Japanese 
cities  of  Dalny  and  Port  .£i:hur. 

Chefoo  is  declining  as  a  trade  center.  So  long  as  the  port  could 
supply  its  northern  neighbors  it  had  an  advantage  over  its  rivals, 
but  now  the  northern  market  is  closed  and  the  southern  trade  is  also 
drifting  to  another  port.  So  marked  is  this  depressicm  that  the  most 
active  Chinese  are  alarmed.  Consequently  the  native  merchants  have 
subscribed  large  sums  for  a  railway,  about  300  miles  in  length,  to 
run  along  the  coast,  turning  to  the  large  city  of  Weihsien,  realizing 
that  unless  this  is  accomplished  they  have  little  hope  of  holding  their 
own  against  rival  ports. 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  Chefoo  in  1907  was  $27,322,292, 
against  $32,244,656  in  1906,  and  $31,712,098  in  1905.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  trade  during  the  past  three  years: 


Imports  and  exports. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

16,869,406 
7.664,214 

16,289,890 
7;700;953 

16,446,782 

From  Chinese  ports 

6,866,882 

Total  foreign  imports 

14,483,620 

13,990,848 

11,802,664 

Reexported  to  foreign  ooun  tries  and  Hongkong 

886,974 
1,779,664 

696,206 
1,622,412 

672,872 

Reexjwrted  to  Ciiinese  ports 

1,983,386 

Total  reexported -. 

2,166,628 

2,217,620 

2,666,^ 

Total  net  foreign  imports 

12,267,092 

U,  778, 228 

8,746,406 

Tinportii  of  Chinese  products 

8,782,709 

8,677,928 

7,200,611 

Reexported  to  foreign  wjuntrles 

447,102 
1,119,628 

480,628 
1,861,630 

446.815 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

761,299 

Total  native  reexports 

1,666,680 

2,882,168 

1,197,114 

Total  net  native  imports  r  »t- ,r t- 

7,166,079 

6,846,776 

6,003,897 

Exports  of  native  produce: 

Exported  to  foreign  countries 

2,897,817 
6,648,462 

8,848,171 
6,178,713 

2,268,489 
6,660,678 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  native  produce 

8,646,769 

9,616,884 

8,819,117 

Qross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

31.712,098 
27,978,940 

82,244,666 
27,686,888 

27,822,292 
28,568,920 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.  e..  foreign  and  native  im- 
ports, leas  reexports  and  native  exports  of  local  origin 

PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  OF  IMPORT  AND  EXPORT. 

The  leading  items  of  import  and  export  into  and  from  Chefoo 
during  the  past  three  years  were  as  follows : 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Buttons gross. 

Candles pounds. 

Coal tons. 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw pounds. 

Cambrics pieces. 

Chintzes,  etc yards. 

Cloth do... 

Drills- 
American pieces. 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

Flannel do... 

Handkerchiefs dozens. 


49,278 


78,886 


25,976 
107,901 
60,600 

218,894 
8,496 
20,888 
16,549 
26,494 


52,582 
'i69,*28i' 


85,468 

"26,124' 

155,281 
6,918 


19,052 
17,296 


80.828 
178.000 
112,147 

804,800 
41,124 


60,910 
10,616 
26,600 
12,874 
14,686 
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Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Cotton,  and  manufactureft  of— Continued. 

Italians pieces. 

Jean»— 

American do... 

English do... 

Lastings do... 

Lawns  and  muslin do... 

Sheetings- 
American pieces. 

English do. . . 

Japanese do... 

Shirtings,  plain  gray- 
American do... 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

Shirtings,  plain  white do... 

T-doth do... 

Towels dosens. 

Velvets  and  Telveteens yards. 

Yam pounds. 

Flour do... 

Ginseng do... 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bars do... 

Nail  rod do... 

Sheets  and  plates do... 

Steel do... 

Wire do... 

Other do... 

Lead,  pig  and  bar do... 

Mats,  straw pieces. 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American gallons. 

Russian do... 

Paper pounds. 

Rice do... 

Sugar do... 

ToDacco do... 

EXPORTS. 

Bean  cake pounds. 

Beans do... 

Cotton  clothing do... 

Dates do... 

Egffs number. 

Fish  and  fish  products pounds. 

Fruit,  fresh do... 

Qroundnuts do... 

Liquorice do... 

Meoicines do... 

Oil: 

Bean do... 

Groundnut do... 

Silk do... 

Straw  braid do... 

Vermicelli do... 


103,648 

10,621 
62,070 
81,275 
12,516 

481,839 
86,396 
68,778 

88,885 

54,857 

700 

152,726 

88,148 

134,610 

178,218 

10,289,200 

2,576,988 

78,515 

1.449,867 
4,120,800 


140,282 

U,097 
84,942 
28,587 
24,298 

628,962 
40,699 


86,085 

50,050 

270 

188,880 

96,624 

96,190 

106,157 

8,881,782 

5,186,667 


2,888,800 
8,854,000 


1,426,000 

606,400 

26,829.867 

859,867 

118,507 

9,780.769 

292,200 

2,212,800 


1,827,200 

586,400 

21,796,267 

526,538 

181,910 

6,268.810 

96.0^ 

2,888,400 


100,868 

6,215 
66,472 
18,947 
24,920 

482,848 
81.982 
16,250 

20,666 

40,256 

660 

91,188 

98,764 

66,124 

56,850 

6,929,888 

28,446,800 

12,656 

1,012,666 
2,685,888 

418,488 
1.005,788 

278,000 
11,861,200 

440,000 


6,476,410 


47,762,207 


49,082,883 


9,694,788 

88,408,266 

89,687,189 

999,782 


161,4J4,t«) 

lU,  040, 267 

352, 988 

4,177.066 

3,903.088 

4.589,199 

4,166,000 

14,538,988 

779,383 

1,848,400 

869,867 

2,983,467 

1,444,800 

21,784,667 


162,641.867 

4,882,600 

499,988 

4,892,800 

15,618,644 
4,721,066 
8,450,800 

19,767,884 
1,084,688 
1,791,867 

8,807,600 
896,667 

8,166,182 

676.533 

24,406,988 


186,724,400 

5,184,126 

121,466 

6,294,988 


4,705,866 
8,766,888 
18,662,400 
1,253,066 
1,290,000 

1,172,933 

1.320 

2,811,433 

188,666 

24,275,838 


SILK    AND    STRAW-BRAID    INDUSTRIES — ^EXPORTS    TO    UNITED    STATES. 

The  year  1907  was  the  banner  one  for  the  silk  merchants  of  this 
province.  The  shipments  of  silk  from  Chefoo  to  the  United  States 
m  1907  showed  an  increase  of  566  per  cent  over  1906.  This  growth 
is  partially  accounted  for  by  the  recuperation  of  the  trade  lost  during 
recent  years.  In  1903  the  shipments  amounted  to  $34,253,  but  fefl 
to  $15,200  in  1906,  while  in  1907  they  reached  $86,049. 

For  the  most  part  the  silk  cocoons  are  brought  over  from  Manchuria 
(Antunff  principally)  and  put  on  the  market  from  the  filatures 
located  nere,  about  30  in  all,  with  a  total  dailv  capacity  of  2,667 

Sounds  of  raw  silk.    A  large  quantity  of  raw  silk  is  sent  to  Chefoo 
om  the  Ning  Hai  filatures  and  sold  to  the  Chefoo  exporters.    Lace 
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and  cloth  (pongee)  is  made  by  hand  in  the  country  and  at  Chi  Hsia 
to  the  southwest,  whence  it  is  shipped  via  wheelbarrow  and  pack 
mules  to  Chef  00. 

There  are  three  steam  filatures  here  with  a  daily  capacity  of  1,334 
pounds,  whose  total  output  is  sold  exclusively  to  American  consum- 
ers. The  filatures  at  Nmg  Hai  and  the  cloth  factories  at  Chi  Hbia 
are  all  run  by  hand.  There  should  be  a  large  opportunity  here  to 
install  American  machinery  for  this  work,  as  the  growing  demand 
for  the  product  indicates  a  speedy  exhaustion  of  the  capacity  for 
meeting  it.  The  present  methods,  even  at  the  steam  filatures,  are 
most  primitive  and,  while  practically  nothing  is  wasted,  much  of  it 
could  doubtless  be  made  or  more  value  and  put  to  a  better  use  if  it 
had  expert  supervision. 

The  straw-braid  industry  is  carried  on  very  extensively  in  the 
interior  of  this  province.  The  work  is  practically  all  done  by  hand 
and  peddlers  go  from  house  to  house  buying  it  up  to  sell  to  the 
exporters  in  Tsingtau.    A  few  years  ago  this  port  exported  large 

auantities,  but  none  has  been  shipped  to  the  United  States  through 
[lis  consulate-general  for  some  months.  I  am  told  that  this  could  be 
made  a  very  lucrative  business  and  a  proportionately  more  valuable 
product  if  under  expert  supervision.  There  should  also  be  a  more 
direct  method  employed  in  getting  the  product  on  the  market.  The 
latter  could  be  acquired  by  wide-awake  men  on  the  ground.  The 
present  method  is  the  most  convenient  and  so  long  as  there  is  no 
competition  it  will  be  continued. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the 
past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Braid,  straw 

$66,792 
8.888 
8,077 

$90,862 
8,662 
11,648 

$46,069 

Pongee 

14,994 

Pongee  in  the  gum 

71,066 

Total 

83,202 

106,062 

181,  U8 

CUirSQKINQ. 

By  Consul  Mason  Mitchell. 

The  total  net  value  of  foreign  imports  into  Chungking  and  the 
exports  therefrom  during  1907  amounted  to  $9,539,120  and  $7,933,234, 
respectively.  The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  are 
sheetings,  drills,  yam,  kerosene  oil,  and  cigarettes,  while  the  exports 
thereto  consists  chiefly  of  bristles,  feathers,  musk,  hides,  skins,  and 
wool. 

There  is  but  little  opportunity  for  other  American  goods  or  manu- 
factures. The  country  is  primitive,  the  merchants  speak  only  Chi- 
nese, and  the  people  are  unacquainted  with  foreign  products.  There 
are  no  roads  on  which  a  vehicle  can  travel,  nor  has  steam  navigation 
been  introduced  on  the  upper  Yangtze  Eiver  above  Ichang,  500  miles 
belong  Chungking. 

Foreign  building  materials  and  foreign  agricultural  implements 
are  unmown,  and  there  are  no  American  firms  in  Chungking  or  to 
the  westward  to  exploit  the  region.    Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  every- 
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thing,  and  the  increase  in  foreign  exchange,  trade  has  met  with 
many  difficulties. 

The  trade  in  goatskins  was  excellent,  and  all  that  could  be  bought 
were  shipped  to  Shanghai.  Complaints  came  in  that  skins  from 
Yunnan  Province  were  being  shipped  as  Szechuan  Province  skins. 
The  quality  of  the  former  is  quite  unequal  to  that  of  the  latter,  as 
the  pasture  is  not  so  good  in  Yunnan,  and  the  skins  are  not  suitable 
for  making  leather  articles.  Cow  and  water-buffalo  hides  were  in 
great  demand.  As  to  the  latter,  the  prices  were  too  high  to  admit 
of  much  business,  though  the  demand  at  Hankow  was  large. 

A  decrease  in  both  bristles  and  feathers  was  noted,  prices  being  too 
high  to  admit  of  profit.  The  carriage  on  wool  coming  to  Chunking 
is  so  expensive  as  to  detract  from  its  value  here,  added  to  the  fact  it 
has  not  been  cleaned  at  the  point  of  shipment.  Toward  the  close' 
of  the  year  there  was  a  substantial  increase  for  wild  raw  silk,  yellow 
silk,  and  refuse  cocoons.  White  wax  was  also  in  great  request  for 
export. 

The  industrial  school  which  was  opened  in  1905  has  not  been  a  suc- 
cess. Furniture  and  other  articles  manufactured  sold  well  at  first 
as  novelties,  but  the  Chinese  soon  came  to  the  conclusion  they  could 
not  afford  to  pay  the  high  prices  demanded,  and  will  wait  until  these 
foreign  articles  become  cheaper. 

The  only  article  of  export  from  Chungking  to  the  United  States 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  was  19  bales  of  wool, 
valued  at  $169. 


DALNY. 

By  Ck)N8UL  ROGEB  S.  Gbebne. 

The  trade  of  Dalny,  now  officially  known  as  "  Dairen,''  shared  in  1907 
the  depression  which  was  observed  in  the  rest  of  China  during  the 
last  few  years,  though  the  fact  that  there  was  no  custom-house  during 
the  first  half  year  served  to  attract  a  lari^er  part  of  both  the  import 
and  export  trade  of  Manchuria  than  would  naturally  have  come  here. 
In  the  second  half  year,  especially  the  last  quarter,  just  when  the  fall 
of  silver  made  it  almost  impossible  to  import  for  the  Chinese  market, 
the  arrival  of  large  quantities  of  railway  supplies  served  to  swell  the 
total  amount  of  imports. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  reliable  statement  of  the  value  of  the 
trade.  During  the  first  half  year  statistics  were  compiled  by  the 
government  of  Kwantung  Province  from  declarations  made  upon  the 
arrival  or  departure  of  vessels,  but  not  subject  to  any  verincation. 
For  the  second  half,  statistics  collected  by  the  Chinese  maritime 
customs  are  available.  From  these  two  sources  it  is  found  that  the 
total  imports  amounted  in  value  to  $14,148,743,  of  which  $8,127,905 
is  credited  to  Japan,  $1,309,319  to  Chma,  $534,358  to  Korea,  and 
$4,177,161  to  Europe  and  America  together,  the  greater  part  oeing 
from  the  United  States. 

The  foregoing  figures  are  an  understatement  of  the  actual  imports 
for  the  customs  returns  of  exports  declared  in  Japanese  ijorts  for 
Kwantung  Province,  territory  leased  by  Japan,  or  for  practical  pur- 
poses, Damy,  amounted  during  the  eleven  months  ended  November  30, 
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1907,  to  $9,200,090,  or  over  $1,000,000  more  than  the  statistics  give 
for  the  whole  year,  while  the  exports  declared  in  the  United  States 
for  this  territory  during  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1907, 
alone  amounted  to  $4,086,315.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
probably  amounted  to  over  $500,000.  Probably  therefore  the  impjorts 
were  worth  $16,000,000  or  more.  From  the  statistics  available  it  is 
impossible  to  trace  the  imports  from  other  countries  than  those 
already  mentioned.  They  were  inconsiderable  in  quantity  and  were 
for  the  most  part  purchased  from  stocks  in  Shanghai  or  in  Japan, 
and  not  imported  mrect. 

The  exports  were  stated  to  amount  in  value  to  $7,285,166,  including 

foreign  goods  reexported,   and  this  valuation  is   probably   fairly 

,  accurate.    Practically  all  went  to  Japan  and  China,  tne  figures  being 

$4,689,228    for  exports   to   Japan,   $2,584,598   to   China,   and   the 

remainder,  only  $11,340,  to  Korea. 

PRINCIPAL   IMPORTS. 

By  far  the  largest  items  of  import  were  machinery  and  railway 
supplies.  Fortunately  for  American  trade  the  orders  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  new  equipment  required  for  the  South  Manchuria  Eail- 
way  were  placed  in  the  United  States,  including  all  the  rails,  locomo- 
tives, steel  girders,  and  most  of  the  cars,  with  a  total  value  of  more 
than  $10,0(K),000.  The  quantities  and  approximate  values  of  the 
equipment  ordered  were  205  locomotives,  worth  $3,888,000;  2,190 
freight  cars  and  cabooses,  $3,020,000;  51,145  tons  rails  and  accessories, 
$2,118,000;  95  passenger,  baggage,  and  mail  cars,  including  3  sleepei-s 
and  3  dining  cars,  $793,0W);  and  486  sets  steel-bridge  material, 
$590,000,  making  a  total  of  $10,409,000.  Of  the  cars  980  were 
ordered  in  Japan,  but  as  the  trucks,  brakes,  and  accessories  were 
bought  in  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary  to  subtract  only  about 
$300,000  to  secure  the  value  of  the  equipment  contracted  for  in  the 
United  States. 

Of  other  material  for  the  railway,  the  sleepers  were  ordered  in 
Japan.  Several  locomotive  cranes  worth  $104,522,  a  turbine  engine 
for  $43,798,  and  cement  to  the  value  of  $230,000,  or  $378,320  in  all, 
were  ordered  from  the  United  Kingdom.  A  shop  building  with  trav- 
eling cranes,  complete  even  to  the  wired  glass  windows,  and  to  cost 
about  $175,000,  was  ordered  from  the  United  States,  as  well  as  two 
steam  shovels  costing  $21,000.  About  $50,000  worth  of  machine 
tools  were  ordered,  and  the  greater  part  of  these  also  were  of  Amer- 
ican make.  The  steam  shovels  have  not  proven  satisfactonr  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  experienced  men  to  handle  them  ana  the 
cheapness  of  labor  for  pick  and  shovel  work. 

In  the  trade  returns  for  the  whole  year  these  supplies  are  divided 
under  three  heads,  each  including  a  certain  quantity  of  other  articles 
also,  namely,  iron  goods,  machinery,  and  other  building  materials, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  classify  all  the  railway  equipment.  Accord- 
ing to  American  returns  for  1907,  shipments  of  engines,  cars,  rails, 
and  bridgework  sent  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $4,923,151, 
while  the  exports  of  sleepers  from  Japan  to  this  territory  during  the 
eleven  months  were  valued  at  $446,967.  Foreign  cement  imported 
amounted  to  a  value  of  $347,839,  almost  all  being  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  exports  of  American  metal-workmg  machinery  for 
the  ten  months  ended  October  31,  amoimting  to  $29,631,  were  prac- 
ticaUy  all  destined  for  the  shops  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway. 
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MINING  MACHINERY — OONTINUAI*  DEMAND  FOR  RAILWAY  MATERIAL. 

Mining  machinery  is  also  being  ordered  by  the  railway  company 
for  its  mines  at  Fushun,  contracts  to  the  value  of  approximately 
$725,000  having  been  made  for  the  part  immediately  needed.  Most 
of  this  machinery,  to  the  value  of  about  $668,000,  was  to  come  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  remainder,  $57,000,  from  the  United 
States.  Exports  from  the  United  States  to  the  Kwantung  Province 
under  this  nead  amounted  to  $19,820  for  the  ten  months  ending 
October  31. 

A  new  pumping  station  for  the  Dalny  waterworks  was  fitted  up 
with  British  machinery  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000,  and  various  other 
material  furnished  to  the  engineering  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment. More  remains  to  be  done,  and  while  1908  should  see  most  of 
the  initial  supplies  required  by  the  railway  company  delivered,  there 
will  probably  continue  to  be  a  fair  business  in  these  lines  to  provide 
for  ruture  public  works  and  for  additions  to  the  present  equipment, 
as  well  as  the  replacing  of  material  which  becomes  unserviceable. 
It  is  a  question  whether  the  rolling  stock  now  ordered  for  the 
railway  will  be  suflScient  for  a  greatly  increased  business,  and  while 
it  is  understood  that  the  freight  cars  requir^d  will  in  the  future  be 
built  in  Japan,  it  is  probable  that  the  trucks  and  accessories,  as  well 
as  locomotives,  will  continue  to  be  imported. 

The  development  of  the  railway  company's  mining  rights  at 
Fushun,  Yentai,  and  elsewhere  will  be  going  on  for  some  time,  and 
this  means  a  demand  for  machinery.  It  is  stated  that  for  the  Fushim 
mines  alone  a  schedule  was  prepared  which  will  take  five  years  to 
carry  out,  at  a  total  cost  of  over  $4,000,000,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  possible  to  take  out  over  1,500,000 
tons  annually.  Other  industrial  enterprises  will  be  started  in  the 
near  future,  both  mining  and  manufacturing,  for  which  machinery 
of  one  kind  or  other  wnl  be  necessaiy.  This  side  of  the  trade  in 
which  the  United  States  has  made  such  a  promising  beginning  need 
not,  therefore,  be  considered  so  purely  temporary  as  would  at  first 
appear,  though  a  falling  off  in  the  total  trade  with  this  port  may  be 
expected  in  1909,  when  the  equipment  for  the  railway  will  nearly 
all  have  been  delivered. 

The  liberal  manner  in  which  some  American  railroads  and  manu- 
facturers have  opened  their  shops  and  factories  to  Japanese  students 
and  apprentices  nas  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  success  of  Ameri- 
can machinery  in  this  market  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  policv 
will  be  continued.  Some  of  the  principal  engineers  of  the  South 
Manchuria  EaUway  Company  received  a  large  part  of  their  practical 
training  in  this  way,  and  as  a  result,  when  purchases  have  to  oe  made, 
the  merits  of  American  manufactures  are  sure  to  receive  due  con- 
sideration. 

IMPORTS  AND   DISTRIBUTION   OF   COTTON   GOODS.      • 

As  a  port  of  entry  for  supplying  the  staples  required  bv  the  Chinese 
population  of  Manchuria,  JJalny  still  occupies  a  secondary  position, 
and  Chinese  buyers  do  not  yet  resort  here  to  any  great  extent.  Espe- 
cially in  regard  to  cotton  goods  is  this  true.  The  local  branches  of 
Japanese  firms  most  interested  in  this  business  sell  very  little,  if  any, 
themselves,  but  see  to  the  forwarding  of  the  goods  to  their  houses  at 
Newdiwang  or  in  the  interior.    The  total  imports  of  cotton  goods 
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of  all  kinds  in  1907,  exclusive  of  yam,  were  valued  at  $1,486,580,  of 
which  $944,448  is  said  to  represent  Japanese  manufactures,  $396,424 
Chinese,  and  $138,502  Enghsh  and  American  goods.  On  comparing 
these  figures  with  the  quantity  of  piece  goods,  mostly  American  and 
English,  known  to  have  arrived  from  Shanghai  by  coasting  steamers, 
which  amounted  to  nearly  8,000  bales,  it  seems  that  the  foreim  im- 
ports were  underestimated,  but  it  is  impossible  to  tell  exacfly  the 
true  proportion.  The  imports  from  Japan  are  also  put  too  low,  as 
according  to  Japanese  customs  statistics  the  exports  firom  that  coun- 
try to  this  district  of  cotton  textiles  during  the  eleven  months  ended 
November  30,  1907,  were  as  follows:  Gray  shirtings  and  sheetings, 
9,535,507  yards,  valued  at  $677,917;  imitation  Chinese  cloth,  dyed, 
287,745  pieces,  $204',714;  cotton  flannels,  104,633  yards,  $10,010;  and 
other  cotton  cloth,  not  including  towels,  blankets,  etc.,  and  mixtures, 
$373,446,  making  a  total  value  of  $1,266,087. 

The  foreign  cotton  goods  are  practically  all  imported  by  Chinese 
merchants  for  sale  in  the  interior.  According  to  the  customs  record 
of  goods  forwarded  to  the  interior  by  rail  during  the  six  months 
ended  December  31,  1907,  the  English  shirtings  were  33,362  pieces, 
worth  $87,470;  Japanese  gray  shirtings,  19,711  pieces,  $40,883;  Jap- 
anese gray  sheetings,  13,390  pieces,  $27^27 ;  American  gray  sheetings, 
5,840  pieces,  $13,748;  and  American  drills,  2,554  pieces,  $6,109.  There 
is  no  similar  record  for  the  first  half  year.  In  general  the  market 
for  cotton  goods  appears  to  have  been  very  dull,  and  the  cheapness 
of  the  Chinese  native  cloth  made  it  impossible  for  the  importers  of 
the  Japanese  narrow  cloth  made  in  imitation  of  it  to  do  any  profitable 
business  of  late.  This  was  true  even  before  the  fall  of  silver  in  the 
autumn^  which  made  the  situation  still  worse  for  selling  any  kind 
of  foreign  goods.  Japanese  merchants  also  import  a  considerable 
quantity  of  miscellaneous  cotton  manufactures,  cotton  flannels,  Jap- 
anese cotton  dress  goods,  towels,  cotton  blankets,  etc  The  imports 
of  cotton  yam  were  valued  at  only  $185,398,  of  which  $72,906  came . 
from  Japan.  Here  again  the  Japanese  customs  statistics  tor  eleven 
months  give  a  considerably  higher  value,  $119,824,  for  exports  of 
yam  to  this  district  While  mese  figures  will  be  found  tar  from 
clear  in  many  respects,  they  make  it  plain  that  the  American  share 
of  this  business  is  small,  whatever  may  be  the  situation  at  other  ports. 
Of  the  cotton  manufactures  about  80  per  cent  of  the  cloth  was  re- 
ceived during  the  first  six  months  of  1907,  when  there  was  no  duty  to 
be  paid  on  entering  China  by  this  route. 

FI/)UK,  PROVISIONS,  AND  KEROSENE. 

Flour  is  still  one  of  the  most  important  items  in  the  list  of  imports, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  thousand  bags  from  Shanghai  prac- 
tically all  that  was  received  in  1907  was  of  American  origin.  The 
total  imports  were  valued  at  $715,240,  of  which  a  large  part  was 
purchased  in  Japan  or  China.  Prices  c.  i.  f .  Dalny  varied  from  $1  to 
$1.12  per  sack,  tne  higher  prices  being  in  the  second. half  year.  The 
greater  part  of  the  flour  was  imjwrted  during  the  first  six  months, 
when  there  was  no  duty  to  be  paid  and  it  could  be  more  profitably 
shipped  north.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  customs  the  business 
has  become  more  a  local  one,  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  being 
reported  by  the  customs  as  5,350,400  pounds,  or  88,784  bags,  for  the 
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second  half  year.  It  is  a  question  whether  the  failure  last  year  of  the 
principal  flour  importer  at  Newchwang  wiU  not  reduce  the  lead  main- 
tained by  that  port  in  the  flour  trade  of  Manchuria. 

In  provisions  other  than  flour  there  is  a  large  business  growing 
up,  but  it  is  principally  in  articles  for  the  Japanese  population,  with 
wnich  American  goods  can  not  compete.  Rice  to  the  value  of  $663,196 
was  imported,  most  of  it  Korean  and  of  good  quality.  There  are 
besides,  tea,  sake,  sov,  marine  products  such  as  seaweed,  seaslugs,  and 
various  dried  or  salted  fish,  etc.  The  canned  goods  are  almost  all 
Japanese  and  contain  foods  cooked  in  Japanese  style.  There  is  little 
demand  for  foreign  canned  goods.  A  considerable  quantity  of  Japa- 
nese beer  is  also  sold. 

Kerosene  imports  for  the  year  were  valued  at  $129,998.  This  is  all 
American  oil  from  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  Sumatra  oil 
from  the  Asiatic  Petrolemn  Company.  The  imports  of  the  latter 
were  about  22,000  cases,  wortib  ajjproximateljr  $29,700.  The  most 
popular  American  brand,  the  "Mei  Foo,"  retails  at  about  $1.60  per 
case,  but  there  is  another  brand  which  sells  at  the  same  price  as  that 
of  tne  Sumatra  oil,  about  $1.35  per  case,  and  one  of  a  jjarticularly 
high  grade  retailing  at  about  $1.94.  The  wholesale  price  for  the 
medium  grade  referred  to,  which  was  quoted  in  silver  yen  at  2.65 
(about  $1.42)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  fell  in  February  to  2.55 
yen  (about  $1.35)  and  dlosed  at  3.10  yen  (about  $1.32)  in  December, 
showmg  the  fluctuation  in  price  to  the  Chinese  population  of  this 
necessary  of  life.  None  of  the  great  companies  have  as  yet  opened 
establismnents  of  their  own  here,  and  as  the  imports  were  compara- 
tively small,  most  of  the  through  business  is  being  done  at  New- 
chwang. A  Japanese  company  is,  however,  expected  to  put  up  a 
refinery,  a  Russian  firm  is  understood  to  be  planning  to  begin  busi- 
ness soon,  having  in  fact  already  secured  land  for  a  warehouse,  and 
the  Standard  OH  Company  has  applied  for  a  site  for  a  large 
establishment. 

OOMPETinON   IK   CIGABETTES — CLUMBER   AKD   BOOFING   MATERIAL. 

Tobacco  and  cigarettes  imported  were  valued  at  $341,493,  of  which 
$198,062  represented  cigarettes  from  Japan.  The  sales  of  cigarettes 
of  me  British-American  Tobacco  Company  were  comparatively 
small,  amounting  to  about  $19,900,  but  the  throug^h  business  of  this 
company  is  conducted  from  Newchwang,  so  that  tms  is  not  an  indica- 
tion of  tikeir  relative  sales  in  Manchuria  as  a  whole.  Their  cigarettes 
continue  to  be  the  most  popular  among  the  mass  of  the  Chinese. 
Japanese  cigarettes  are  actively  pushed  through  a  private  company, 
which  acts  as  agent  for  the  Government  Tobacco  Monopoly  Bureau. 
Russian  cigarettes  are  also  seen  everywhere  and  numerous  brands 
of  so-called  E^ptian  and  Turkish  cigarettes,  at  prices  varjdng  from 
those  of  the  British- American  and  Japanese  brands  used  by  the 
poorer  classes  to  the  fancy  prices  charged  for  the  more  pretentious 
grades,  which  are  also  much  used.  The  most  popular  British- Amer- 
ican brand  retails  for  1  sen  (one-half  cent)  per  packet  of  five,  and  the 
most  common  Japanese  and  Eussian  brands  for  5  sen  (2^  cents)  per 
packet  of  20,  though  there  is  also  a  Japanese  6-for-a-sen  packet, 
There  are  also  a  few  Chinese  brands  on  the  market. 

Building  materials  are  amon^  the  most  promising  lines,  as  there 
is  a  large  amount  of  construction  going  on  all  along  the  railway. 
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Lumber  is  imported  mostly  from  Japan.  The  imports  last  year 
were  valued  at  $919,967,  of  which  $900,900  was  credited  to  Japan 
and  the  rest  to  China.  There  is  a  good  opening  for  a  firm  which 
would  carry  a  small  stock  of  American  lumber^  but  the  dealers  lad^ 
the  capital  and  do  not  order  in  advance  for  their  own  needs.  Floor- 
ing would  find  a  market,  and  interest  has  been  manifested  in  doors 
and  windows  also.  The  common  Hokkaido  i)ine  logs  are  sold  in 
large  quantities  at  a  price  that  would  be  equivalent  to  $19.02  per 
1,000  superficial  feet.  Yalu  pine  is  sold  at  $16.95  per  1,000  feet  and 
Japanese  pine  at  $20.75. 

Various  American  roofings  find  a  good  market,  and  their  sale  will 
probably  increase. 

GALVANIZED  IRON   AND  BUILDERS'  HABDWARE. 

A  fair  amount  of  ^Ivanized  iron  is  sold  here.  In  the  flat  the  size 
used  is  6  by  3  feet  oy  30  ^uge,  and  the  ordinary  consumption  is 
about  80,000  sheets  a  year.  The  corrugated  dieets  are  used  in  lengths 
of  6,  7,  and  8  feet,  8  corrugations  to  the  3-foot  width  and  30  jgauge,  at 
35,  4oj,  and  44}  cents,  respectively,  the  ordinary  consumption  being 
80,000  sheets  a  year.  About  60,000  sheets  of  24,  26,  and  28  gauge 
together  are  sold.  The  above  estimates  of  consumption  are  conserv- 
ative, and  do  not  allow  for. special  demands.  For  instance,  mer- 
chants are  competing  for  an  order  of  200,000  sheets  for  tiie  Chi- 
nese Government.  All  of  this  iron  now  used  here  is  of  Grerman  or 
British  make.  It  would  be  worth  while  for  American  dealers  to  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  getting  some  of  this  business.  The  principal 
demand  is  for  the  cheapest  ffoods,  irrespective  of  quality. 

There  is  a  demand  for  all  kinds  of  builders'  hardware.  American 
nails  are  favorably  regarded,  sometimes  being  especially  called  for. 
American  steel  butts  are  very  widely  used,  and  there  is  a  demand  for 
latches,  locks,  etc.,  the  cheapest  kinds  finding  the  most  ready  sale. 
Tools  are  not  jet  much  called  for,  and  in  this  section  the  demand  for 
agricultural  implements  and  machinery  can  only  be  developed 
slowly.  In  1909  there  should  be  some  demand  for  electrical  appli- 
ances, as  the  railway  company  is  to  enlarge  its  power  plant  at  Dalny 
and  also  to  build  smaller  plants  at  Mukcfen  and  Changchun.  When 
these  are  ready  there  should  be  an  opening  for  the  sale  of  motors  for 
small  shops,  printing  offices,  and  the  like.  An  American  sewing- 
machine  company  has  a  store  here  and  seems  to  do  most  of  the  busi- 
ness in  this  line,  which  is  not  yet  large.  Bicycles  are  much  used,  all 
kinds  of  makes  being  sold,  including  many  second-hand  wheels. 
Good  talking  machines  would  be  popular.  Other  American  goods 
which  are  sold  here  in  a  small  way  are  underwear,  haberdaSiery, 
toilet  articles  of  all  kinds,  watches,  etc.  Something  might  be  done 
with  furniture,  esj)ecially  as  the  American  article  stends  the  dry  cli- 
mate of  Manchuria  far  better  than  any  other  make.  A  market 
should  also  be  found  for  lamps,  kitchen  utensils,  boots  and  dioes, 
sporting  goods,  and  stationery.  None  of  this  business,  however, 
could  at  present  be  done  on  a  large  scale. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBOB  AKD  INDUSTRIES  OF   CHINA. 


365 


IMPORTS    IN    DETAIL. 


In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  values  of  articles  of  im- 
port at  Dabiy,  and  the  amount  imported  from  each  country,  for  the 
calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles. 


Japan. 


China. 


Korea. 


America 

and 
Europe. 


ToUl. 


Grains  and  seeds: 

Rice 

other 

Provisions: 

Marine  products...! 

Fruit 

Vegetables 

Soy 

Miscellaneous  bean  product. 

Flour 

Canned  goods 

Other 

Sugar  and  confectionery: 

Sugar , 

Confectionery 

liquors: 

Sake,  etc 

Beer , 

Other , 

Tobacco,  etc.: 

Leaf  tobacco 

Cut  tobacco 

Cigarettes 

Opium 

Other 

Hides,  hair,  and  horns: 

Skins 

Other 

,  dyes,  and  paints: 


Dyes 

Paints 

Oils  and  wax: 

Oils,  miscellaneous 

Wax  (candles) 

Threads,  yams,  and  materials  therefor: 

Cottf>n,  raw 

Cotton  yam 

Other 

Cloth,  and  manufactures  of: 

SUk 

Cotton 

Woolen 

Other 

Clothing,  etc.: 

Japanese  and  Chinese 

Foreign 

Underwear 

Other 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Paper 

Account  books,  etc 

Books  

Other 

Minerals: 

Kerosene  oil 

Coal 

Other 

Metals: 

Copper  

Iron 

Iron  sheets  and  plates 

Iron  and  steel  wire 

Other 

Metal  manufactures: 

Iron  goods 

Other 

China  and  glass: 

China  ware 

Porcelain 

Plate  and  window  glass 

Glassware 

Machinery,  railway  equipment,  etc 


1168,561 
4,966 

6,816 
46,907 
126,448 
11,981 
108,266 
9,410 
257,246 
22,777 
110,987 

112,561 
1,868 

274,463 

174,868 

7,565 


59,992 
196,062 


1,876 


2,095 

21,279 

12 

9,881 

19,066 
26,016 

7,564 
72,906 


6,626 

944,448 

4,968 

10,274 

129,496 
8,886 
1,709 
4,610 

89,066 

554 

1,865 

12,297 

6,648 
60,714 
1,788 

100,129 
87,768 
21,297 
68,299 
2,048 

220,140 
68,961 

40,867 

1,108 

40.482 

11,877 

640,072 


110,841 
12,847 

7,819 

9,560 

19.766 

7,549 

840 

1,066 

6 

1,878 

22,986 

11,898 
609 

219,868 


$488,804 
246 


946 

6,W6 
8,648 
21,528 
12,811 
1,986 

671 
953 

8,147 

6,688 

880 

2,428 
8,189 

1,187 

75.060 

1,568 

26,868 

896,424 

1,206 

7,126 

4,988 


1,707 

9,849 

116 

84 

5,878 


6,048 
868 

82 

2,681 
72 
49 


68,886 
192 

2,455 

98 

4,066 

948 


8,240 
189 
120 
968 


466 


$497,990 

2,666 

292 


1,972 

900 

2,196 


580 
1.018 


210 
28,812 


5,202 
18,206 


160 

11,400 
1,297 


87,412 


6,156 
860 
460 

40 


188,502 
1,417 


139 
2,460 


9,827 


16 


181 
128,860 


16 


682,876 
142,611 


28 
'i,*828,'4i9* 


$663,196 
18,058 

18,186 

58.707 
146.848 

19,500 
109,669 

10,476 
715,240 

26,706 
184,680 

128,966 
1,872 

496,808 
175,768 
10,696 

6,676 

69,880 

248,915 

12,811 

8,8U 

5,873 
16,252 

24,426 
5.660 
9,871 

82.878 
80,452 

8,091 

186.896 

1,568 

81,906 

1,485,580 

7,940 

17,849 

184,628 
8,886 
1,709 
6,466 

U0,182 

669 

1,414 

17,801 

129,996 

65,762 

2,601 

100,161 
40,582 
21,884 
68.848 
2,048 

966,874 
206,784 

48,891 

1,196 

44.565 

12,820 

2,866,116 
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Articles. 

Japan. 

China. 

Korea. 

America 

and 
Europe. 

Total. 

Building  materialB: 

Lumber 

1900,900 

1,472 

107,043 

694,444 

66,152 

9,127 

339 

4,038 

$19,067 

1,472 
477,007 
954,666 

Plankfl 

Cement 

22,125 
3,184 

1,497 

1,088 

181 

82,618 
18,779 
26,766 
660 
178,522 

9347,889 
866,662 

Other 

1465 

182 
1,058 

Fuel: 

Chftrcoal 

67,831 
470 

Wood 

Other 

IdBcellaneous: 

CBittle 

86^551 
18.779 

Poultry...            .         

Gunny  bajra 

60,068 

28,268 

2,105,408 

228 

77,080 

28,918 

2,297,618 

Matches 

Other 

8,795 

4,793 

Total 

8.127,905 

1,309,819 

534,858 

4,177,161 

14,14S»748 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  imports,  according  to  the  statistics 
published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  Kwantunff  Province,  amounted 
to  $31,118,190,  of  which  $21,216,608  were  credited  to  America  and 
Europe.  This  consulate  was  officially  informed  later,  however, 
that  the  item  of  machinery  and  railway  equipment  was  overstated 
to  the  amount  of  $17,039,447.  The  corrected  figure  appears  too 
small  in  view  of  the  exports  declared  in  the  United  States,  but  the 
discrepancy  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  cargoes  of 
several  steamers  in  port  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  not  entered  at 
the  customs. 

EXPOBTS  FROM  DALNY  AND  OTHER  KWANTUNG  POSTS. 

In  exports  there  is  practically  nothing  to  interest  American  com- 
merce. The  total  value  of  domestic  products  exported  was  stated  to 
be  $6,774,079,  of  which  beans  and  bean  cake  account  for  $5,618,605,  or 
about  five-sixths  of  the  whole.  Of  that  part  goinc  to  foreign  countries 
Japan  takes  $4,308,907,  leaving  only  %6fi(jT  which  went  to  Korea. 
Besides  the  beans  and  bean  products,  the  onl^  exports  worth 
considering  that  go  by  way  of  Dalny  are  those  of  wild  silk,  which 
amounted  m  value  to  $297,009,  seven-eighths  going  to  Shanghai  and 
other  Chinese  ports  and  the  remainder  to  Japan.  Cattle  products 
exported  were  few,  the  largest  item  being  $22,614  for  bones  to  be 
used  as  fertilizers.  Skins,  hides,  hair,  horns,  etc.,  amounted  to  only 
$3,460. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  values  of  articles  of  ex- 
port from  Dalny  and  their  destination,  for  1907 : 


Aitides. 


Japan. 


China. 


Total. 


Qrain  and  seeds: 

Beans , 

other 

Fiovisions: 

Marine  products , 

Vcs:etaDle8 

Other 

Llqnon: 

Chinese  wine 

Chinese  spirits 

Hides,  hair,  and  horns: 

Hair,  hides,  and  skins 

Other 

Threads,  yams,  and  materials  therefon 

Wild  silk  cocoons , 

Raw  wild  sUk 


11,483,651 
44,615 

82,408 

617 

8,071 


214 

493 
87,474 


91,789,828 
822,466 

718 

228 

2,1U 

15 
U,657 

1,186 
590 

11,542 


18,228,474 
867,070 

88,121 

746 

10,182 

15 
11,657 

2,656 
804 

12,085 
297,009 
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Artlclea. 

Japan. 

Total. 

Pertlllaere: 

Bean  cake 

•2,883,569 

22,614 

97 

844,811 

•61.629 

•2,896,181 

Bones   

22,614 
97 

Other 

All  other  articles 

48,776 

897,469 

Total  native  prodncta r 

4,308.907 
880,821 

2,460,166 
124,488 

6,774,079 

Reexported .". 

611,067 

Qrand  total 

4,689,228 

2,684,508 

0  7,285,166 

o  Includes  shipment  of  articles  valued  at  111,340  to  Korea. 
SXJBPORTS  IN  KWANGTUNG  PROVINCE. 

The  ports  of  the  Kwangtung  leased  territory  other  than  Dahiy  are 
open  only  to  the  coasting  trade  and  to  Chinese  junks.  At  Port 
Arthur  exception  was  made  in  favor  of  certain  Japanese  vessels 
which  have  received  special  permits  to  enter  the  port  One  of  these 
is  employed  partly  as  a  transport  for  government  supplies,  but  it  ac- 
cepts also  private  freight  and  passengers  for  Port  Arthur.  The  total 
imports  of  these  coastwise  ports  in  1^7  was  $838^338,  and  the  exports 
of  native  products  $274,098.  The  principal  articles  of  import  were 
rice  and  other  grain,  flour,  and  miscellaneous  provisions,  cotton 
goods,  paper,  and  kerosene.  The  principal  exports  were  beans,  bean 
cake,  gram,  and  marine  products. 

The  total  number  of  steamers  entered  during  the  year,  including 
both  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  was  1,272  with  an  aggregate  registry 
of  957,963  tons  net,  while  the  clearances  were  1,248,  aggregating  921,- 
795  tons.  Of  ihe  entries,  those  under  the  Japanese  fla^  formed  about 
nine-tenths,  with  a  total  net  tonnage  of  748,340,  while  the  British 
were  second  with  103  vessels  registering  160,418  tons.  The  entries  of 
ships  of  other  countries  were  insignificant.  Two  American  ships 
called  here  early  in  the  year  to  discharge  part  of  their  cargo,  consist- 
ing of  flour,  but  no  others  came,  though  20  foreign  ships  arrived 
brmging  railway  supplies  from  the  Atlantic  coast  ports  of  the  United 
States.  These  direct  connections  with  New  York  will  be  kept  up  tem- 
porarily, but  it  is  uncertain  whether  they  can  be  maintained  perma- 
nently. Sailings  are  irregular,  but  average  once  or  twice  a  month. 
Even  the  few  direct  flour  shipments  from  the  Pacific  coast  are  now 
coming  in  foreign  bottoms.  There  is  no  regular  service  between 
Dalny  and  Pacific  coast  ports  of  the  United  States.  Of  the  British 
ships,  about  half  were  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  the  greater  part 
coming  empty  to  load  teans.  The  trade  from  Shanghai  is  in  the 
hands  of  these  British  lines,  but  their  sailings  have  been  irregular, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  cargo,  scarcely  averaging  once  a  month  from 
that  port.  It  appears  likely  that  they  will  be  more  frequent,  which 
is  highly  desiraole  in  the  interest  of  foreign  trade.  St^mship  con- 
nections with  Japan  are  excellent.  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  has 
had  a  special  Dalny  line  with  two  vessels  on  the  run,  maintaining  a 
weekly  sailing,  while  others  of  its  north  China  lines  call  here  on  an 
average  of  once  a  week.  The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  two  sailings 
a  week  regularly,  besides  numerous  irregular  boats.  Daily  communi- 
cations with  Chefoo  are  maintained  by  small  Japanese  steamers  of 
about  250  tons  and  under. 
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FACILmES  FOR  HANDLING  GARQO. 

The  facilities  at  this  port  for  handling  ordinary  cargo  are  excel- 
lent. Besides  space  for  lunks,  there  are  5,509  feet  of  wharf  frontage 
and  one  small  additional  pier,  with  twelve  berths  in  all,  any  one  of 
which  will  accommodate  at  the  lowest  tides  vessels  drawing  15  feet, 
but  there  are  only  four  berths  available  for  vessels  drawing  up  to  24 
feet,  at  one  of  which  there  is  suflScient  water  for  a  25-ioot  draft 
Larger  ships  can  not  be  regularly  accommodated.  There  are  no 
wharfage  dues  at  present  l*lans  have  been  prepared  for  greatly 
extending  the  present  wharfage  facilities  and  otherwise  improving 
the  harbor  at  a  total  cost  of  over  $6,000,000.  A  large  area  near  the 
wharf  has  already,  by  filling  in  and  grading,  been  added  to  the  space 
available  for  warehouses,  open-air  storage,  and  trackage,  and  some 
work  is  being  done  in  dreaging  and  extending  the  sea  wall.  The 
wharves  are  solidly  constructed  of  concrete  and  stone  blocks,  and 
tracks  are  laid  along  them  so  that  freight  can  be  let  down  from  the 
ships'  derricks  directly  onto  the  railway  cars.  There  are,  however, 
no  shears  or  other  appliances  for  handling  heavy  weights  that  are 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the  ships'  own  tackle.  There  are  no  lighters 
available  for  discharging  cargo.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  about 
800  tons  a  day  of  general  cargo  can  be  discharged  in  summer  and 
about  500  in  winter,  though  such  cargo  as  flour,  which  is  easily  han- 
dled, can  be  taken  out  as  last  as  1,000  tons  a  day.  In  the  case  of  rails 
about  350  tons  a  day  can  be  discharged  in  summer  and  about  250  in 
winter.  Heavy  weights  are  handled  with  less  speed.  Last  year  some- 
times one  locomotive  boiler  could  be  taken  out  in  a  day  and  some- 
times three.  These  details  are  mentioned  because  the  neglect  of  some 
shipowners  and  charterers  to  inform  themselves  on  the  subject  has 
involved  them  in  considerable  loss. 

BANKINQ  AND  CURRENCY. 

Banking  here  is  practically  all  in  the  hands  of  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank  (Limited) ,  which,  having  branches  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica, is  in  a  position  to  handle  foreign  business.  The  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  has  an  agent  here.  Owing  to  the 
comparative  newness  of  the  mercantile  community  it  is  dimcult  for 
the  smaller  merchants  to  secure  accommodations  on  as  easy  terms  as 
may  be  obtained  elsewhere.  Merchants  who  can  arrange  their  credits 
in  Japan  or  abroad  can  save  3  or  4  per  cent.  The  continual  exchang- 
ing of  one  currencv  for  another  which  is  necessary  also  adds  greatlv 
to  expenses.  The  banking  business  is  carried  on  in  silver  yen,  though 
accounts  can  also  be  kept  in  gold  ven,  which  currency  prevails  in  the 
small  local  trade,  and  is  the  standard  employed  by  the  railway  com- 
pany. Chinese  small  silver  coins  are  the  standard  for  the  Chinese 
business  proper  in  South  Manchuria,  and  there  is  also  the  haikwan 
tael  standard  for  the  payment  of  customs  duties.  Silver  yen  notes 
in  circulation  also  are  accepted  by  the  Government,  but  accounts  are 
kept  in  gold.  Banking  and  currency  conditions  are,  therefore,  not 
favorable,  but  there  is  the  compensation  that  there  has  been  little 
harmful  speculation,  and  what  business  there  is  seems  to  be  on  a 
fairly  solid  basis.  The  silver  yen  notes  of  the  Yokohama  Specie 
Bank  in  circulation  in  Manchuria,  which  amounted  at  the  beginning 
of  January  to  2,517,308  yen  ($1,324,733),  fell  gradually  to  1,189,624 
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yen  ($612,656)  at  the  beginning  of  September,  but  with  the  sudden 
fall  in  silver  in  October  they  began  to  increase  rapidly,  till  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  net  amount  in  circulation  reached  3,444,284 
en  ($1,468,126).  These  figures  do  not  include  the  amounts  held 
y  the  bank  as  treasury  a^nts  for  the  Japanese  Government.  The 
net  amount  of  war  notes  m  circulation  on  December  31,  1907,  was 
1,611,276  yen  ($686,806). 

ABBA   AND  POPUI-ATION,   AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS,  ETC. 

The  territory  in  the  Liaotung  Peninsula  leased  by  Japan  from 
China  is  called  by  the  Japanese  the  Kwantung  Province.  It  lies 
between  121^  70'  and  123^  16'  east  longitude  and  38°  42'  and  39°  28' 
north  latitude.  The  area  of  the  province  is  1,220  square  miles.  The 
population  of  the  province  consisted  on  December  31, 1907,  of  381,132 
Chinese,  24,479  Japanese,  and  74  foreigners,  altogether  405,685  per- 
sons, an  increase  of  32,426.  The  Japanese  population  and  the  for- 
eign also  had  almost  doubled  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
population  of  Dalny  on  December  31, 1907,  was  as  follows:  Japanese, 
16,627;  Chinese,  14,582,  and  foreigners,  54,  and  in  1906  the  Japanese 
numbered  8.258;  Chinese,  10,601,  and  foreigners,  23;  total  in  1907, 
31,236,  and  in  1906,  18,882. 

The  principal  occupations  of  t?ie  Chinese  are  agriculture,  fishing, 
and  salt  manufacturing,  while  a  considerable  number  are  employed 
in  the  towns  and  along  the  railway  as  laborers.  The  Chinese  mer- 
cantile population  is  comparatively  small.  Of  the  Japanese  the  offi- 
cers and  employees  of  the  Government  and  the  railway  companj  form 
a  consideraole  part,  and  others,  such  as  contractors,  dealers  m  sup- 
plies, etc.,  are  brought  here  by  the  business  which  the  railway  creates. 

The  area  of  cuRivated  fields  on  which  are  raised  the  principal 
crops  of  grain  and  beans  is  reported  in  the  government  statistics  for 
1906  as  200,058  acres^  and  the  farming  population  is  given  as  291,627 
persons.  The  principal  grain  in  this  district  is  Indian  corn,  of 
which  735,852  bushels  were  produced  in  1906.  The  other  crops  were 
kaoliang  or  tall  millet,  340,579  bushels;  other  millet,  221,280  bushels; 
beans,  209,132  bushels;  wheat,  16,138  bushels;  buckwheat,  15,052 
bushels;  barley,  5,458  bushels,  and  peanuts,  136,800  pounds.  At  a 
rough  estimate  these  products  should  pe  worth  about  $1,100,000.  Be- 
sides these  there  were  grown  a  certain  amount  of  vegetables  which 
can  not  be  estimated  accurately. 

The  number  of  live  stock  in  December,  1906,  was  as  follows:  Cattle, 
19,349;  horses,  4,164;  mules,  14,128;  donkeys,  25,792;  hogs,  67,664; 
she^,  1,376,  and  goats,  7,048. 

while  the  number  of  Japanese  engaged  in  farming  is  small,  the 
number  of  fishermen  is  comparatively  large.  In  1906  there  were 
1,465  Japanese  engaged  in  fishing  off  these  coasts,  and  6,047  Chinese. 
A  government  report  gives  the  total  quantity  of  fish  taken  in  1906  as 
3,272,888  pounds,  worth  $85,309,  while  in  1907  the  number  of  Japanese 
fishermen  had  increased  to  2,433,  and  the  catch  was  5,523,476  pounds, 
valued  at  $269,051.  This  is  probably  the  catch  of  the  Japanese 
fishermen,  with  the  small  part  of  what  the  Chinese  take  tnat  is 
brought  to  market.  The  principal  fish  taken  is  the  tai,  a  kind  of  sea 
bream,  well  liked  by  the  Japanese. 
9108-c  B 1907— VOL  1 24 
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SALT,  BRICK,  CEMENT,  AND  BEAN-CAKE  INDUSTRIES. 

The  area  of  salt  gardens  in  this  territoiy  in  1906  was  3,140  acres, 
and  the  industry  employed  2,037  persons.  The  amount  produced  was 
61,519,352  pounds,  valued  at  $68,783,  but  in  addition  over  2,600  acres 
were  leased  for  the  construction  of  new  salt  works,  and  the  produc- 
tion in  1907  should  have  been  greatly  increased,  though  the  figures  are 
not  yet  available.  There  are  two  large  Japanese  companies  now  in- 
terested in  this  business.  Their  method  consists  in  letting  sea  water 
run  into  shallow  basins  excavated  where  the  nature  of  the  soil  gives 
a  hard  bottom,  letting  the  water  evaporate  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and 
then  sweeping  up  the  salt  that  is  left.  The  crude  salt  thus  obtained 
is  shipped  to  Japan  to  be  refined. 

BncK  manufacturing  is  another  important  industry  in  this  district, 
the  kilns  in  the  neighborhood  of  Damy  and  Port  .Arthur  producing 
about  44,000,000  bncks  per  annum  ana  employing  about  2,000  men. 
There  are  a  few  limekilns  also,  and  a  large  cement  factory  is  to  be 
built  in  this  neighborhood,  to  have  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  barrels  a 
year. 

In  1907  two  large  bean-oil  mills,  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  able 
together  to  turn  out  about  8,000  bean  cakes  per  day,  were  built  in 
this  city. 

A  Japanese  shipbuilding  company,  the  Kawasaki  Dockyard  Com- 
pany (Limited),  is  to  take  over  the  dry  dock  at  Dalny  and  to  main- 
tain a  well-eouipped  ship-repairing  yard.  There  is  a  small  sawmill 
operated  by  tne  South  Manchuria  Kailway,  and  a  local  lumber  dealer 
is  putting  m  at  his  yard  a  still  smaller  outfit  to  run  with  a  15-horse- 
power  engine.  If  this  is  successful,  as  it  seems  likely  to  be,  there 
should  be  some  demand  in  the  future  for  such  machinery. 

WAGES — ^RAPro  GROWTH  OF  DALNY. 

Wa^es  are  about  15  cents  per  day  for  unskilled  laborers,  who  are 
all  Chinese  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Koreans,  32  cents  for  Chinese 
carpenters,  bricklayers,  etc.,  and  $1  for  Japanese  carpenters,  plaster- 
ers, etc. 

The  present  outlook  for  the  future  of  the  port  of  Dalny  appears  to 
be  encouraging.  Dalny  performs  a  useful  service  as  a  port  of  entry 
for  imports  and  an  outlet  for  exports  during  the  winter  when  New- 
chwang  and  Antung  are  closed  by  ice.  By  the  end  of  1908  the  con- 
ditions of  railway  transportation  will  be*^  greatly  improved  and  it 
seems  likely  that  in  the  future,  as  business  develops  along  modem 
lines,  this  advantage  will  be  more  appreciated  by  Chinese  and  other 
merchants.  Among  the  few  foreign  business  men  established  here  a 
distinctly  hopeful  view  of  the  situation  is  manifest,  as  compared  espe- 
cially with  last  year,  and  the  Chinese  also  appear  to  be  doing  well. 
New  industries  are  ootaininff  a  foothold  in  this  district;  the  authori- 
ties and  the  railway  are  making  necessary  improvements,  enlarging 
the  wharves,  building  waterworks  and  sewers,  roads  and  bridges, 
leveling  great  tracts  of  land  to  be  leased  to  private  individuals,  or  to 
be  used  for  public  purposes ;  and  the  population  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  private  and  public  buildings  are  going  up  on  every  hand.  While 
the  town  is  still  small  its  business  seems  to  be  on  a  solid  basis  and  can 
not  fail  to  show  a  steady  growth  in  the  future. 
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By  Consul  Samuel  L.  Gracet. 

Trade  in  this  part  of  China  in  1907  was  greatly  depressed,  largely 
due  to  tiie  high  rate  of  exchange  which  affected  all  kinds  of  business. 
Although  stc^s  have  not  been  so  stricken  as  in  America  and  Europe, 
factories  have  felt  the  depression  more  than  any  other  line  of  trade. 
There  has  been  great  stringency  in  the  money  market,  and  numerous 
failures  of  bankers,  capitalists,  and  merchants  have  been  reported. 
The  Mexican  dollar  was  quoted  during  1907,  as  follows : 

January,  57  cents;  April,  50i  cents;  June,  53f  cents;  August,  54^ 
cents;  October,  54.  cents;  December,  48f  cents;  January,  1908,  46| 
cents. 

IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  import  into 
Foochowin  1907: 


Articles. 


Aniseed 

B^hede-mer 

Birds' nestR 

Boxes,  fancy 

Braid,  11a  ma 

Bran,  rice 

Building  material 

Batter  and  cheese 

Bnttons 

Candles 

Cardamoms 

Cement 

Chemicals 

China  ware 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Cloclu  and  watches 

Clothing 

Cloves  and  spices 

Coal 

Dyes,  paints,  and  colors 

Enamel  ware 

Fish  products 

Flour 

Fruits,  dried 

Furniture 

Ginseng 

Glass  

Glue 

Graphophones 

Haberdashery 

Hemp 

Hides 

Hosiery 

Iron  and  steel: 

Anchors,  anvils,  chains 

Bamboo  steel 

Bars 

Hardware 

Instruments  and  apparatus . 

Nails  and  rivets 

Needles 

Plates  and  sheets 

Wire 

Isinglass 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of . 

Machinery  and  parts 

Matches 

Match-making  material , 

Mats 

Metals: 

Brass  rods,  bars,  etc 

Copper- 
Bars,  plates,  etc 

Ingots  and  ore 

Wire 

Lead,  pigs  and  bars 


Value. 


•2,743 

64,351 

11,298 

3,290 

6,682 

2,646 

10,050 

1,718 

921 

8,816 

4,038 

1,640 

956 

7,499 

11. 


80 
187 
11,  MO 
12, 134 

i'>,  i«5 
4I,f.26 

:^.>07 
227/^ 
68'.*.  t06 

:k  t.72 

10,^62 
.02.  ;;66 
ir,,r«o 
2,790 
1.012 
2,  406 
9,S44 
3.185 
7,290 

l,'i28 

n.H81 

1,182 
r*,  »«5 

2.712 

1.092 
♦1.  .M3 
2,  249 

i<;,;^«5 
2;l  '253 
2.  281 

:in,S16 

fill,  722 

'..  138 

37.  r»42 


6,011 

1.154 

113,183 

2,184 

92,678 


Articles. 


Quicksilver 

Tin  in  slabs 

White  metal 

Zinc 

Medicines , 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical  instruments 

Oil: 

Engine,  American 

Kerosene 

Paper,  all  kinds 

Pepper  

Perfumery 

Photographic  materials 

Rattans 

Rice 

Sandalwood 

Seaweed 

Shoes  and  boots 

Soap 

Soda 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Telegraph  materials 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Alpacas  

Blankets  and  covers 

Cambrics,  lawns,  etc 

Chintzes 

Crape 

Fancy  weaves 

Flannel 

Handkerchiefs 

Italians 

Shirtings— 

Gray 

White 

Hongkong  dyed 

Tdoth 

Towels 

Union  and  poncho  cloth 
Woolen  goods— 

Blanlcets  and  rugs 

Camlets ^ 

Cloth 

Flannel 

Lastings 

Yam 

Miscellaneous  piece  goods.. 

Timber,  hard  wood 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas 

Varnish 

Wines,  beer,  and  spirits 

Postal  parcels 


Value. 


^,690 
241.409 

10, 2H 
6,698 

63,512 
2,040 
3,044 

1.606 
825,201 

30,819 

11,511 
2,663 
1,127 

19,945 
512,680 

22,756 

39,783 
9,771 
1,054 

20,297 

2,862 

7,658 

423,148 

11,868 


3,458 
4,089 
14.168 
14,921 
6,617 
3,998 
8,330 
2,078 
83,902 

108,912 
40,465 
32,338 
125,615 
6,090 
4,167 

7.878 
12,429 
11,658 
5.904 
2,878 
30,578 
15.110 
6,070 
9,802 
6,818 
4,118 
11,157 
20,777 
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Silver  and  iron  at  the  close  of  1907  were  about  25  per  cent  lower 
than  at  the  close  of  1906 ;  lead,  zinc,  and  yellow  metal,^  each  about  30 
per  cent  lower;  copper  about  45  per  cent  lower;  and  quicksilver  about 
15  per  cent  higher. 

INCREASED  IMPORTS  OF  AMERICAN  FLOUR. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  1907  in  the  amount  of  American 
flour  coming  to  tnis  port.  In  1906  the  imports  amounted  to 
12,874,266  pounds,  valued  at  $251,049  gold;  in  1907  they  reached 
33,897,066  pounds,  valued  at  $589,406,  an  increase  of  21,022,800 
pounds,  valued  at  $338,357. 

The  high  price  of  Australian  flour  prevented  a  fair  competition 
with  the  American  article.  The  heavy  rainstorms  and  railway  con- 
gestion in  America  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  prevented  the  mov- 
ing of  the  crops  from  the  interior  to  the  seaboard,  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  these  delaved  shipments  were  dumped  on  the 
Eastern  markets,  the  result  being  a  great  oversupply.  The  Aus- 
tralian product  had  a  way  macfe  for  it  by  the  unpopularity  of 
American  flour  the  vear  previous,  and  it  then  became  a  rival  of  the 
American  product,  but  the  high  rates  of  freight  on  the  Australian 
run  had  proven  a  serious  handicap.  American  shippers  can  land 
their  flour  at  Hongkong  at  about  $1.70  a  ton  less  tnan  the  Aus- 
tralians. It  is  almost  certain  that  the  sale  of  the  American  article 
will  increase  greatly  in  quantity  in  the  future.  Some  of  the  larger 
mills  are  sendmg  Ainerican  agents  to  the  open  ports,  and  establishmg 
their  own  agencies,  and  have  obtained  the  services  of  energetic  young 
natives  possessed  of  western  learning,  who,  under  a  careful  super- 
vision, are  doing  good  work  for  the  promotion  of  their  employers' 
interests. 

KEROSENE  OIL — COTTON  GOODS. 

American  kerosene  is  far  in  excess  of  any  other;  the  total  increase 
for  the  year  over  1906  amounts  to  294,949  gallons  and  an  increase  in 
value  01  $54,565.  Cotton  goods  have  fallen  off  somewhat,  but  not 
to  the  extent  feared  early  in  the  year.  Of  plain  gray  shirtings  the 
decrease  is  over  10,000  pieces;  white  shirtings,  2,000  pieces;  drills, 
over  2,000  pieces;  while  chintzes  show  an  increase  of  1,559  pieces; 
turkey  red  cottons  of  3,694  pieces;  Italians,  plain  cottons,  of  4,400 
pieces;  shirtings,  Hongkong-dyed,  of  5,443  pieces;  Japanese  cotton 
cloth  of  98,696  pieces;  cotton  blankets  of  1,000  pieces,  and  fancy 
woven  cottons  of  50,000  pieces. 

EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  export 
from  Foochow  for  1907,  with  their  values  in  United  States  currency : 


Articles. 


Alum 

Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware. 

Bones 

Camphor 

China  ware 

Curiosities 

Feathers 

Fiber,  hemp 

Fruits: 

Fresh  and  dried 

Preserved 

Furniture 

Joss  sticks 

Leather 

Medicines 


Value. 


$3,200 
43.514 

3,975 
1,336,275 

7,309 
10,233 
19,040 

9,526 

119,912 
165,856 
18,270 
8,322 
9,926 
63,220 


Articles. 


OU: 

Aniseed,  caasla,  etc 

Bean,  ground  nuts,  etc  . 

Paper . 

Provisions  and  vegetables  . . 

Rape  seed 

Seed  cake 

Silk: 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Tea 

Timber 

Wood  ware 

Postal  parcels 


Value. 


$102,418 

27,877 

724,998 

472,540 

15,428 

8.065 

2,834 
2.422 
8,122.438 
1,198.122 
7,202 
2,689 
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INGBEASB  OF  CAMPHOR  GUM  AND  OHi. 

The  bulk  of  the  world's  supply  of  camphor  is  what  is  known  as 
Chinese  camphor,  and  comes  chiefly  from  the  island  of  Fonnosa 
and  adjacent  ijarts  of  the  mainland  of  China  included  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Fuhkien  and  Cheldang.  Camphor  gum  is  the  product  of 
large  trees  known  as  the  cinnamomum  camphor  tree.  This  tree  is  of 
very  slow  growth,  arriving  at  a  productive  stage  after  40  or  50  years 
of  growth.  A  great  number  do  not  produce  the  oil  or  gum  from 
which  the  commercial  product  is  made.  The  best  quality  of  camphor 
is  produced  from  trees  grown  near  the  seacoast.  The  only  wav  by 
which  the  commercial  product  can  be  obtained  is  by  a  process  of  dis- 
tillation. There  is  no  such  thing  as  tapping  the  tree  and  drawing 
away  the  sap  or  gum,  as  is  the  case  with  rubber.  Camphor  exists 
in  the  tree  in  the  form  of  crystals  which  are  extractabie  only  by 
boiling  the  wood  after  it  has  been  cut  into  small  pieces. 

There  are  no  camphor  forests  in  China  such  as  exist  in  southern 
Formosa ;  single  trees  are  grown  as  shade  trees,  or  good  luck  trees, 
and  for  the  manufacture  of  boxes.  But  in  the  last  few  years,  ana 
since  the  gathering  of  the  oil  has  been  found  to  be  so  remunerative, 
diligent  search  has  been  made  in  every  part  of  the  provinces  for  the 
trees.  The  production  of  gum  increased  from  161,300  pounds  in 
1904  to  538,266  pounds  in  1905,  to  1,516,000  pounds  in  1906,  and  to 
2,601,866  pounds  in  1907. 

During  the  year  prices  in  Mexican  dollars  have  ranged  as  follows 
for  the  fest  camphor,  per  picul  of  133 J  pounds :  January,  $158 ;  Feb* 
ruary.  $152:  March,  $154;  April,  $148;  May,  $130;  July,  $100;  Au- 
gust, $101 ;  September,  $78 ;  November,  $78  to  $110;  December,  $92  to 
$97.  The  1907  product  was  valued  in  this  market  at  $1,336,275. 
The  great  drop  in  price  and  quantity  of  camphor  sold  in  the  last  few 
monuis  is  due  to  speculation  in  home  markets,  to  oversupply  of 
home  demands,  and  to  fluctuations  in  exchange. 

The  product  of  camphor  oil  for  the  past  three  years  was  as  fol- 
lows: In  1905  39,066  pounds  wereproduced ;  in  1906,  425,000  pounds; 
and  in  1907,  1,158,666  pounds.  Tne  value  of  the  last  year's  product 
of  camphor  oil  was  $102,418. 

CHIEF  RESOUKCES  OP  FUHKHSN   PROVINCE. 

The  chief  products  of  Fuhkien  Province  are  tea,  timber,  and  paper. 
The  output  of  these  products  are  declining  year  after  year,  so  that 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  people  is  greatly  restricted.  Invest- 
ments in  railroads  have  proven  very  lucrative  in  some  other  prov- 
inces, and  it  is  hoped  it  may  be  so  in  Fuhkien:  however,  persons  have 
inve^d  their  money  in  the  Fuhkien  Railroad  Company  more  under 
tiie  motive  of  improving  their  native  land  than  for  purposes  of  per- 
sonal gain. 

The  Province  of  Fuhkien  has  for  centuries  been  famous  for  its 
forests.  The  timber  chiefly  exported  is  fir  and  pine.  The  former  is 
bv  far  the  more  plentiful,  and  furnishes  what  is  usually  called  Foo- 
cnow  soft  wood  and  planks.  The  latter  is  a  superior  kind  of  wood 
full  of  resin  and  resembling  the  Swedish  pine,  and  is  largely  used 
in  ship  building. 

In  the  above  23  districts  there  has  always  been  an  abundance  of 
timber,  but  the  districts  in  Yenping  prefecture  produce  the  most  of 
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all.  Contrary  to  all  Chinese  custom,  these  timber  forests  are  not  in 
the  hands  of  any  guild  or  monopolists,  but  are  owned  by  private  in- 
dividuals. The  trees  are  felled  all  the  year  round,  and  replanting  is 
done  from  time  to.  time.  Timber  merchants  desiring  to  purdiase 
wood  send  their  own  men  to  these  up  country  districts  to  make  bar- 
gains with  the  forest  owners,  the  prices  being  arranged  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  each  particular  lot  for  sale;  viz,  the  area  of  land, 
number  of  trees,  distance  from  river,  facilitv  of  transportation  to 
river.  The  purchaser  next  engages  men  to  fell  the  trees  and  drag 
them  down  to  the  river  on  rollers  or  small  trucks.  On  reaching  the 
river  the  poles  are  made  into  rafts  and  are  floated  down  the  river  to 
Foochow,  where  the  timber  is  examined  and  measured  by  customs 
officials.  The  yearly  average  of  poles  brought  down  the  river  from 
the  forests  is  estimated  at  15,000,000  pieces,  the  value  of  which  is 
about  $10,000,000  Mexican. 

MIN   RIVER  CX)N8ERVANCY — ^RAILWAY  BUIIDING. 

The  Chinese  Government  customs  department  is  now  engaged  in 
making  careful  surveys  of  the  Min  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  upper 
bridge  atove  Foochow  city,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  may  be  done 
to  remove  obstructions  to  navigation  which  now  prevent  vessels  from 
coming  above  Pagoda  anchorage,  10  miles  below  this  city,  and  also  to 
prevent  the  silting  up  of  the  river  and  approaches  to  the  river  off 
Sharp  Peak,  which  threatens  navigation  tor  large  craft  even  below 
Pagoda  anchorage.  This  survey  is  being  carried  on  by  Capt  F. 
Harris,  of  the  Chinese  imperial  maritime  revenue  service,  who  did 
the  same  kind  of  work  on  the  Pearl  River  and  the  lower  approaches 
to  Canton. 

Being  desirous  to  have  railways  built  in  their  native  province,  the 
officials  of  Fukien  birth,  at  Peking,  in  1905  petitioned  the  board  of 
commerce  for  permission  to  organize  a  railway  company  in  Fukien, 
and  at  their  nomination,  Hon.  Ch'en  Pao-ch'en,  an  ex-grand  chan- 
cellor, and  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  Fuchau,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Throne  as  manager  of  the  company. 

After  enlisting  the  cooperation  of  Fukien  Chinese  living  in  various 
parts  of  the  Orient,  a  company  was  organized  at  Amoy,  August  15, 
1907.  The  company  is  known  as  the  "Railway  Company  of  Fukien 
Province  (Limited),  managed  by  merchants."  The  latter  clause  is 
included  in  the  name  in  order  to  gain  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  citizens.  Chinese  merchants  are  considered  trustworthy,  energetic, 
and  progressive.  So  long  as  the  Chinese  law  is  not  violated  by  the 
company,  the  Government  is  not  to  interfere  with  its  management. 
The  Government  is  to  secure  the  company  and  its  property  effectual 
protection,  for  which  service  the  Government  is  paia  5  per  cent  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  earnings,  the  remaining  95  per  cent  is  disposed  of 
as  follows :  Reserve,  25  per  cent ;  gratuities  to  employees,  10  per  cent ; 
dividend  among  shareholders,  60  per  cent. 

PROJECTED  LINES — SALE  OF  STOCK. 

The  company  has  obtained  from  the  Government  the  exclusive  riffht 
of  buildiiiff  and  running  railways  in  this  province,  and  has  decided 
upon  building  the  following  lines:  (1)  Foochow  to  Yenping;  (2) 
^npinff  to  Kienningfu,  thence  to  connect  with  the  Chekiang  rail- 
ways; (3)  Yenping  to  Shaowu;  thence  extension  be  made  to  con- 
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nect  with  the  Kiangsi  railways,  these  three  roads  forming  the  main 
lines  in  the  northern  part  of  Fukien  Province ;  (4)  Foochow  to  Amoy 
or  Foochow  to  Changchow,  where  connection  may  be  made  with  the 
Kwantmi^  railways,  this  being  the  main  line  in  the  southern  part  of 
Fukien;  (5)  Foochow  to  Mamoi  (Pagoda  anchorage) ;  (6)  Sunghsii 
to  Changchow  (Sunghsii  being  the  point  on  the  mainland  opposite 
Amoy).  The  latter  two,  being  short  distance,  were  intendea  to  be 
started  first. 

Shares  of  stock  are  not  sold  for  any  particular  line  of  the  proposed 
railways,  but  for  the  company's  whole  concern.  No  shares  are  in- 
tended lor  sale  to  foreigners.  The  face  value  of  each  share  is  $5 
Mexican.  A  discount  or  2  per  cent  is  allowed  for  brokerage.  The 
payment  may  either  be  made  in  full  or  in  installment  of  $1  Mexican 
per  year.  At  the  last  payment  the  share  certificate  is  issued  in  ex- 
change for  the  previous  receipts. 

six  PER  CENT  GUARANTY — SPECIAL  PRIVILEGES. 

Six  per  cent  interest  is  paid  annually  to  shareholders.  This 
amount  is  not  paid  from  the  railway  stock,  but  from  the  special  fund 
raised  by  the  Government  among  the  taxpayers  and  salt  consumers. 

One  thousand  shares  confer  the  right  to  a  vote  in  the  shareholders' 
meeting.  A  representative  of  sharwiolders  possessing  an  ag^egate 
number  of  1,000  shares  may  attend  the  meeting  and  have  the  right  to 
vote.  No  individual,  no  matter  how  many  shares  he  holds,  shall  have 
more  than  25  votes.  An  association  or  influential  Chinamen  has 
undertaken  to  induce  every  native  of  the  province  to  take  stock  in 
the  company. 

Every  facility  is  afforded  to  the  buyer  and  every  possible  means 
is  adopted  to  promote  the  sale.  If  tne  owners  or  2,000  shares  or 
upward  have  any  grievances,  the  association  will  undertake  to 
render  them  assistance  in  appealing  the  case  to  the  court  and  getting 
the  wrong  redressed.  Persons  through  whose  service  large  sums  of 
money  are  raised  for  the  company,  will  receive  honorable  titles  from 
ttie  Government,  as  provided  m  the  commercial  laws  approved  by  the 
Throne,  and  those  who  do  not  raise  sufficient  for  obtaining  the 
honorable  title  from  the  Throne,  but  more  than  $50,000,  will  be  given 
laudatory  tablets. 

SUNGHSU-CHANGCHOW  LINE — MAIN  ONE,  BRmOES,  ETC. 

Amon^  the  projected  railway  lines  the  Sunghsii-Changchow  line 
was  decided  upon  as  the  most  lucrative  and  best  to  start  with.  The 
line  was  surveyed  by  a  foreign  engineer  in  1906.  The  work  was  com- 
menced in  August,  1907,  at  Sunghsii,  an  excellent  landing  place,  on 
the  mainland  opposite  Amoy.  The  line  between  Sunghsii  and 
Chanffdiow  via  Snih-wei  is  27  miles  and  is  to  be  completed  by^  the 
end  of  1908.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  line  is  $2,000,000  Mexican, 
of  which  all  but  $50,000  has  already  been  subscribed.  The  iron  rails 
for  the  line  are  furnished  by  the  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works. 
Other  materials  have  been  furnished  by  inland  factories,  and  some 
locomotives  from  Japan  have  already  arrived  at  Amoy. 

The  total  length  of  the  line  from  Foochow  to  Changchow  is  213 
miles.  On  this  Tine  there  will  be  33  stations  and  17  bridges,  ranging 
from  10  to  450  meters  in  length.    Besides  the  branch  line  from  Shih- 
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wei  to  Amoy  another  branch  of  12  miles  will  be  built  from  Wu-ling 
to  Tungshih,  where  a  station  and  wharf  will  be  built  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  ocean  traffic. 


DECLARED   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  exports  at  this  consulate  for  the  United  States  are 
given  in  the  following  comparative  statement  for  1906,  1906,  and 
1907: 


Articles. 

.  1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

ArUcles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

$39,566 
4,460 
2,936 

19,862 
"9,'846' 

$74,685 

2,661 

814 

196 

227 

Oil,  camphor 

$185 
1,893,026 

$496*809* 

$49 

Drawn  work 

Tea 

540,997 

Household  goods 

Labels 

Total 

1,440,260 

516,601 

619,519 

Lacquer  ware 

99 

IIANKOW. 

By  Vice-Consul-Genebal  VTillard  B.  Hull. 

The  customs  statistics  now  to  hand  record  the  largest  net  value  of 
trade  that  Hankow  has  ever  experienced  and  shows  a  decided  gain 
over  the  year  1906.  The  revival  of  business,  which  it  was  expected 
would  follow  the  depression  of  1906,  has  been  realized  at  this  port 
even  under  unfavorable  conditions.  Large  stocks  were  on  hand  in 
1906  with  apparently  no  indication  that  an  opportunitjr  to  move 
them  would  appear,  so  that  the  year  started  with  the  enects  of  the 
depression  of  1906  still  upon  it,  and  to  accentuate  existing  unfavor- 
able conditions  exchange  took  a  sudden  drop  during  the  close  of  the 
year  until  it  was  about  20  per  cent  lower  than  in  1906 ;  but  even  with 
such  a  state  of  things  the  net  trade  of  the  port  shows  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent,  or  from  $76,803,714  in  1906  to  f 92,067,104  United  States 
currency,  in  1907. 

GREAT  INUAKD  DISTRIBUTING  CENTER. 

Hankow  is  destined  to  be  one  of  the  great  distributing  cities  of  the 
Orient,  and  even  though  unfavorable  conditions  at  times  prevent  it 
from  showing  as  remarkable  a  growth  as  some  of  the  other  ports  of 
China,  still  it  is  steadiljr  expanding  and  becoming  a  greater  trade 
center  and  may  in  time  rival  the  largest  ports  in  the  Far  East  The 
large  increase  of  business  at  Hankow  is  all  the  more  noticeable  when 
it  is  understood  that  1907  was  not  a  good  year  for  business  in  China. 

The  gross  trade  of  the  port  has  increased  from  $86,357,444  in  1906 
to  $102,263,406  in  1907.  Foreign  goods  imported  direct  and  through 
Chinese  ports,  chiefly  Shanghai,  show  a  substantial  growth  of  fr<Mn 
$33,337,395  in  1906  to  $40,252,796  during  1907. 

The  revenue  table  of  the  port  shows  an  increase  of  $375,438  in 
duties  collected,  the  import  duty  having  made  the  largest  gain  of 
any  single  item;  that  is,  from  $329,287  in  1906  to  $534,797  in  1907, 
the  amount  of  export  dues  remaining  practically  the  same.  The  in- 
crease has  been  especially  noticeable  during  tlie  latter  part  of  the 
year,  December  showing  an  amount  far  above  any  other  month  in  the 
history  of  Hankow  customs. 
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SHIPPING  AN  INDEX  TO  GROWTH  OP  TRADE. 

Shipping  continues  to  show  a  healthy  growth,  the  total  tonnage 
entered  and  cleared  during  1907  having  b^n  4,576,520,  as  compared 
with  4,291,424  during  1906.  The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  de- 
scriptions entered  and  cleared  increased  from  6,004  to  6,336.  The  in- 
crease this  year  is  due  principallv  to  the  additional  steamers  now  be- 
ing operated  by  the  Japanese  shipping  combine,  the  Nisshin  Basen 
Kaisha.  During  the  year  they  added  3  new  large  river  steamers, 
each  of  2,225  tons,  to  their  river  service,  and  have  remodeled  2  other 
old  steamers  for  the  same  run.  This  company  is  now  operating 
8  river  steamers  between  Shanghai  and  Hankow  and  has  already 
secured  a  good  portion  of  the  river  shipping.  Aside  from  their  re^- 
lar  steamers,  the  Japanese  have  had  a  large  number  of  ocean-gomg 
vessels  visiting  Hankow ;  one  day  last  summer  of  the  17  steamers  in 
port  8  were  flying  the  Japanese  flag.  The  number  of  Japanese 
steamers  entered  during  1907  was  431,  tonnage  561,119,  as  compared 
with  338  in  1906,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  427,088,  while  their 
rival  for  the  Yangtse  shipping,  the  British,  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  steamers  from  659  in  1906  to  634  in  1907,  but  a  slight  in- 
crease in  tonnage,  namely,  from  922,327  to  954,503.  At  the  present 
time  the  prediction  that  the  Japanese  will  in  time  have  all  the  river 
shipping  seems  possible.  The  number  of  large  ocean-going  steamers 
visiting  Hankow  continues  to  grow^  1907  having  seen  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years  a  Pacific  and  Oriental  steamer  loading  direct  for 
Europe.  Large  shipments  of  machinery  for  the  Hanyang  Iron  and 
Steel  Works  have  been  brought  direct  during  the  summer,  the 
steamers  usually  taking  back  cargoes  of  sesame  seed  or  general 
merchandise. 

DIRECT  FOREIGN  TRADE  RAPIDLY  INCREASING. 

The  direct  foreign  trade  for  the  year  amounted  to  $25,339,051,  as 
compared  to  $17,765,872  during  1906,  of  which  $15,523,917  comprised 
foreign  goods  imported,  the  remainder  direct  exports.  The  growth  of 
the  direct  foreign  trade  with  Japan,  British  Inaia,  Germanv,  and  the 
United  States  is  noticeable,  the  former  having  increased  their  trade 
from  a  total  of  $5,148,919  in  1906  to  $6,767,347  in  1907;  British  India, 
from  $926,472  in  1906  to  $2,236,974  in  1907;  Germany,  from  $931,145 
in  1906  to  $1,556,526  in  1907,  while  the  United  States  reached  $1,748,- 
995,  as  compared  with  $810,491  during  1906. 

The  export  trade  in  native  products  shows  a  gain  of  from  $42,618,- 
622  in  1906  to  $48,341,915  in  1907,  of  which  $9,815,134  worth  were 
sent  direct  to  foreign  countries.  The  British  flag  carried  $50,128,910, 
or  about  one-half  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  of  Hankow  in 
1907 ;  the  Chinese  flag  stood  second,  with  $22,237,434,  and  the  Jap- 
anese flag  third,  with  $19,870^910. 

The  returns  of  the  post-omce  for  this  district  (Hupeh)  for  1907 
show  an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  the  amount  of  mail  matter 
handled,  exclusive  of  parcels.  From  3,312,473  pieces  in  1906  the  busi- 
ness has  grown  to  6,316,194  during  1907,  while  parcels  have  increased 
from  58^50  to  85,062  during  the  same  time.  The  total  number  of 
offices  in  this  district  has  been  increased  from  92  to  100  during  the 
year.  The  total  receipts  for  the  district  show  a  gain  of  from  $35,- 
977  to  $40,747,  while  emenses  show  a  decrease  of  from  $63,309  in 
1906  to  $61,159  in  1907,  the  offices  not  being  self-supporting  as  yet 
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CONTEMPLATED  IMPROVEMENTS. 

There  may  be  predicted  for  Hankow  an  even  better  showing  for 
1908.  Improvements  are  being  made  on  every  hand,  and  if  exchange 
remains  settled  at  the  present  rates  the  year  should  see  business  again 
resumed  under  normal  conditions  and  another  growth  in  tiie  trade 
of  the  port  will  be  the  result.  The  number  of  foreigners  is  increas- 
ing, the  foreign  population  on  December  31,  1907,  being  given  as 
2,518,  of  which  number  1,300  were  Japanese,  547  British,  224  Ger- 
mans, 105  Italians,  102  Russians,  83  Americans,  and  70  Frenchmen. 

American  manufacturers  of  machinerjr  will  do  well  to  ^ve  atten- 
tion to  this  port.  A  visitor  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Han  Kiver  above 
Hankow  sees  numerous  new  factories  and  mills,  and  now  other  manu- 
facturing plants  are  to  be  erected  about  5  miles  down  the  Yangtze 
below  the  city.  A  large  paper  mill  will  be  built  there,  and  it  nas 
been  definitelv  decidea  to  locate  the  new  structural  steel  works  at 
that  place.  The  steel  works  will  spend  about  $2,200,000  on  the  new 
plantj  and  will  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  structural  steel  for 
Duildmgs,  steel  bridges,  locomotives,  boilers,  cars,  etc.  American 
manufacturers  looking  for  foreign  business  might  well  look  into 
this  opportunity. 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  AMERICAN  EXPORTERS. 

American  firms,  however,  can  not  follow  their  present  policies 
and  hope  to  secure  the  business.  Nearly  every  American  company 
represented  in  Hankow  has  some  European  firm  for  its  agent,  andf, 
naturally,  American  products  will  be  sold  only  when  these  firms 
can  not  secure  the  same  things  from  their  own  country  in  Europe, 
thus  keeping  American  gooos,  in  most  cases,  as  a  second  choice. 
American  manufacturers  must  also  count  on  giving  longer  credits 
if  they  wish  to  do  business  in  this  field.  Cash  against  bill  of  lading 
is  usually  demanded  by  Americans,  while  credits  are  given  by  other 
nationalities,  and  this  latter  privilege  suits  the  Chinese  especially. 

Packing,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said,  should  be  of  the  best, 
as  complaints  are  constantly  heard,  but  the  American  exporters  ard 
not  wholly  to  blame  for  the  condition  in  which  much  of  the  piece 
goods  are  received  in  the  interior,  for  it  is  due  largely  to  the  injury 
done  them  in  Shanghai.  One  or  two  of  the  iron  straps  on  piece- 
goods  bales  are  understood  to  be  the  perquisites  of  the  godown 
coolies,  and  are  removed  in  large  numbers  in  Shanghai,  thus  allow- 
ing the  bales  to  become  broken  up. 

Catalogues  should  give  actual  selling  prices  as  far  as  possible,  and 
such  prices  should  be  fastened  in  the  catalogue  itself,  also  informa- 
tion regarding  discounts,  etc.,  and  not  sent  in  a  separate  letter,  which 
is  easily  misplaced  or  lost,  thus  rendering  the  catalogue  practically 
useless. 
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IMPORTS  AND  REEXPORTS  OF  FOREIGN  GOODS. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  im- 
port into  and  i'eexports  of  foreign  goods  from  Hankow  during  1907  : 


Articles. 


BaffB,  gunny 

Belting,  machine 

Books  and  charts 

Boxes,  fancy 

Buttons 

Candles 

Cars,  railway 

Casks,  empty 

Cement 

Chemical  prodacts 

Cigars  ana  cigarettes. 

Clocks 

Coal 

Cotton  goods: 

Cambrics  and  lawns . . . 
Drills- 
American 

English 

Japanese 

other 

Handkerchiefs; 

Flannel- 
American 

English 

Italians 

Jean^— 

American 

English 

other 

lAHtings 

Prints 

Sheetings,  plain  gray- 
American 

English 

other 

Shirtings- 
American 

English 

Other 

T-cloth 

Towels 

Velvets,  etc 

Yam 

Crucibles 

Dyes 

Electrical  fittingH 

Enameled  ware 

Flour 


Foreign 

Re- 

imports. 

exports. 

1301,008 

•24,246 

20,688 

94 

20,174 

738 

24.665 

798 

63.  MO 

8,594 

24,540 

2,660 

866,289 

62,467 

814, 182 

6,708 

51,148 

2.164 

145,008 

12,277 

31,467 

1,446 

322,286 

8,454 

183,043 

21,609 

662,170 

29,125 

76,889 

9,621 

159,726 

2,858 

29,371 

17,990 

1,601 

122.906 

29,696 

12,820 

2,010 

1,961,023 

878,463 

7,915 

661 

237,267 

13,606 

1,678 

466,760 

82,412 

489,460 

47,284 

161.365 

14.691 

862,702 

81,  lU 

8,276 
69.493 

7,214 

4.024,638 

750,652 

184,687 

83,204 

160.625 

1,902 

60,478 

3,812 

182.461 

29,026 

7.628,987 

960,602 

40,044 

4,801 

748,847 

83,147 

60,609 

912 

M.619 

2,042 

66,914 

11,566  1 

Articles. 


manufac- 


$16,641 

85,796 
42,634 

97,854 
42,238 

78,606 
59,613 
91,862 

152,914 

85,028 

,  144,692 

Machinery  and  parts 1. 064. 564 

~'  "  126,618 

88,046 

108,896 
68,763 

497,110 
77,442 
66,699 

278,767 


Furniture 

Ginseng: 

American 

Korean 

Glass,  window 

Haberdanhery 

Iron  and  steel, 
tures  of: 

Bar 

Cobbler,  wire  shorts 

Corrugated,  etc 

Engine  fittings 

Hardware 

Locomotives 


Foreign 
imports. 


Needles. 

Nail-rod 

Nails,  wire 

Plate  cuttings 

Railway  material 

Sheets,  etc 

Lamps 

Medicines 

Metals: 

Brass,  manufactures  of . . . 
Copper,    and    manufac- 
tures of— 

Ingots  and  slabs 

Other 

Lead 

Nickel  and  spelter 

Tin.  manufactures  of 

Milk,  tinned 

Oil: 

Kerosene- 
American 

Borneo 

Russian 

Sumatran 

Rice 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tea 

Wool  and  cotton  mixtures: 

Mixtures 

Plushes  and  velvets 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of. 


82  047 


2,884,544 
86,810 

108,682 
42,261 

869,540 
13,896 


1,697,642 

836,617 

36,386 

66,558 

198,760 

80,195 

2,152,862 

2,314,837 

614, 100 
199,569 
698,116 


Re- 
exports. 


1212 

8,534 
1,128 

4,900 
791 

678 

2,926 

1,601 

627 

215 


16,836 

6,024 

216 

11.134 
1,669 


1,285 
2,922 
28,866 

2,486 


44,778 
874 
22,428 
2,406 
69,252 


87,056 


149,851 

2,988 

249,614 

252,906 

78,867 
85,690 


INCREASE  IN  COTTON  GOODS. 


The  bulk  of  the  forei^  imports— that  is,  $24,728,879  worth— in 
coming  through  Shanghai  lose  their  identity,  making  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  ±0  secure  accurate  figures  as  to  the  country  of  origin  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  foreign  goods. 

American  shirtings,  gray,  plain,  all  weights,  show  a  slight  in- 
crease, there  having  been  24,950  pieces  imported  during  1907,  as 
compared  with  20,^0  pieces  during  1906;  while  English  shirtings 
mcreased  from  623.059  pieces  in  1906  to  781,118  pieces  in  1907. 
The  net  imports  01  American  sheetings  during  1906  were  56,845 
pieces,  which  increased  to  58,307  pieces  in  1907 ;  English  sheetings 
increasing  from  87,067  pieces  to  129,453  pieces  during  the  same  time. 
Importations  of  English  white,  plain  shirtings  were  557,432  in  1907, 
as  compared  with  376,707  pieces  the  previous  year;  and  Dutch  shirt- 
ings advanced  from  28,363  pieces  in  1906  to  36,248  pieces  in  1907. 
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American  drills  have  decreased  from  263^66  pieces  imported  in 
1906  to  211,457  pieces  in  1907.  English  drills  increased  from  13,910 
to  28,122  pieces,  and  Japanese  drills  made  a  large  advance,  from  2,524 
pieces  in  1906  to  65,193  pieces  in  1907.  American  jeans  declined  from 
7,231  pieces  to  3,140  pieces  during  these  two  years,  while  English 
jeans  mcreased  from  56,892  pieces  to  114,176  pieces. 

AMERICAN    KEROSENE   DOMINATES    THE    MARKET. 

The  importations  of  kerosene  oil  are  the  largest  on  record.  On 
account  oi  the  small  stocks  carried  over  from  1906  the  anticipation 
that  imports  during  1907  would  be  heavy  was  fully  realized,  reach- 
ing the  unprecedented  total  of  27,985,166  gallons,  the  figures  tor  1905 
and  1906  being  26,635.887  and  21,029,140  gallons,  respectively.  Amer- 
ican oil  was  the  chiei  contributor  to  the  increase  over  1906,  showing 
an  advance  of  6,654,000  gallons,  from  9,638,359  gallons  in  1906  to 
16,292,359  gallons  in  1907.  Imports  of  Borneo  oil  showed  a  slight 
decline,  while  Sumatran  oil  increased  through  the  importation  of 
825,980  gallons  in  bulk,  the  first  of  this  grade  since  1905.  An  increase 
is  noticed  in  the  importations  of  Eussian  oil  in  cases  of  123,000  gal- 
lons, but  this  quality  of  oil  is  rapidly  disappearing  from  the  maiiet. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  importations,  the  actual  business 
done  in  kerosene  showed  a  decline,  the  chief  cause  contributing 
thereto  being  the  overstocking  at  interior  markets  during  the  first 
part  of  the  year,  so  that  naturally  Hankow  stocks— the  main  depot  of 
central  and  western  China — were  not  drawn  upon  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  in  1906.  Deliveries  for  consumption  of  all  kinds  of  oil  were 
24,125,166  gallons  in  1907,  as  compared  with  28,250,000  gallons  in 
1906,  showing  the  decline  in  actual  ousiness.  Of  the  former  quantity 
delivered  for  consumption  14,150,000  gallons  were  American  oils. 
At  the  end  of  1907  the  stocks  of  all  grades  of  kerosene  oil  at  Hankow 
were  computed  approximately  at  6,400,000  gallons,  as  against  2,540,000 
gallons  at  the  end  of  1906. 

AMERICAN  LUMBER,  GINSENG,  KODAKS,  ETC. 

The  importation  of  American  lumber,  Oregon  pine,  increased  60 
per  cent  during  1907,  namely,  from  10,000,000  feet  in  1906  to  15,000,000 
feet  this  year.  Five  direct  steamers  brought  full  cargoes  of  Oregon 
sawed  lumber  during  the  summer.  This  timber  finds  a  ready  mareet 
here,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  building  being  done.  There  should 
also  be  in  the  future  a  good  market  in  Hankow  for  doors,  window 
frames,  interior  woodwonc,  etc 

The  net  importation  of  American  clarified  ginseng  shows  an 
advance  from  6,595  pounds  in  1906,  to  7,733  pounds  in  1907.  The 
bulk  of  this  ginseng  is  imported  from  the  large  dealers  in  Hong- 
kong, which  is  the  principal  market  for  ginseng  in  the  Far  East. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American  toilet  re<}uisites  and 
a  growing  trade  in  American  kodaks,  kodak  supplies,  talking 
machines,  watches,  and  canned  provisions.  American  canned  milk, 
however,  seems  to  be  on  the  declme,  Swiss  products  taking  its  place. 
Very  little  American  machinery  is  imported  into  Hankow  as  the 
firms  in  the  United  States  are  not  as  yet  properly  represented  in  this 
district  and  can  not  expect  to  get  the  busmess  until  they  are. 
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EXPOBTS. 


In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  principal  articles  of 
export  and  reexport  from  Hankow  to  foreign  countries,  and  the 
exports  to  Chinese  ports : 


Articles. 


AbuUlion 

Albumen 

Antimony: 

Crude 

Ore 

Bean  cake 

Beana 

Bones 

Books 

Bricks 

China  root 

Cloth,  nankeens 

Coal 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Shirtings,  Hankow  .. 

Yam,  Hankow 

'^^s:ii 

Liguld 

Eggs,  fresh 

Feathers 

Fireworks 

Flour 

Fungus 

Groundnuts 

Hid«i: 

Bnfftdo 

Cow 

Iron: 

Ore 

Pig  and  manufactured.. 

Lead,  ore  i 

Lily  flowers 

Medicines 

Iron  and  steel: 

Fishplates 

Rails 

Tie-plates 

Munitions  of  war 

Nutgalls 

OU: 

Bean 

Sesame 

Tea 

Wood 

Paper 

Persimmons,  dried 

Pipes,  brass 


Foreign 
countries. 


124,314 
81,104 

181,429 
84,284 

228,048 
69,628 
49,183 


178,156 

198 

8,860 

168 

694,713 


1,287 
84,350 


6,427 
1,861 


53,592 

"■i4,"642" 

197,200 
1,170,991 

187,670 
540,186 
42,511 


201,574 


167,881 
66 


185,628 
11,091 


2,081 


Chinese 
ports. 


880,150 
123. 101 

182,604 

4,234 

1,480,780 

2,888,273 

28.941 

66,479 

859,842 

12D.604 

822,140 

876,482 

2,188,711 
191,995 
224,424 

6,712 

96,729 

167,669 

52,205 

28,777 

260,774 

453,288 

85.901 

97,386 

254,496 
2,333,068 


297,807 

8,562 

17,660 

902,512 

30.806 

266,431 

13,012 

68,653 

431,517 

250,842 
108,910 
71,382 
2,521,909 
185,808 
89,162 
84,720 


Articles. 


Ramie , 

Rhubarb 

Samshu 

Seedcake: 

Cotton 

Rape 

Seed: 

Cotton , 

Lily  flower , 

Sesame 

Silk: 

Manufactured— 

Pongee 

Thread 

Unmanufactured— 

Cocoon , 

Raw- 
White 

YeUow 

Refuse 

Skins: 

Clothes- 
Lamb , 

Sheep , 

Doe 

Qoat 

Lamb , 

Otter 

Leopard 

Raccoon 

Sheep 

Weasel 

Straw  braid 

Tallow: 

Animal , 

Vegetable 

Tea: 

Black 

Brick 

Green 

Dust 

Log 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Prepared 

Varnish 

Wax,  white 

Wheat 

Wood,  poles , 

Zinc,  ore 


Foreign 
countnes. 


1344,766 

17,786 

133 

8.094 
59,523 

28,522 

3.427 

571,300 


1,531 


23,232 

1,248 
12,162 
2,506 


800,674 

1,627 

846 

1,725 

2,087 


1,062 


14,758 
365,272 

4,931,868 

1,389,156 

194,966 

29,202 


1,182 
47,088 
121,792 
26,494 


Chinese 
ports. 


$1,181,629 
4,168 
96,753 

9.486 
44,367 


153.389 
2,481,768 


174,788 
46,464 

174,238 

195,312 

1,699,792 

92,196 


114,254 

71,036 

21.262 

1,078,234 

330,698 
25.906 
21,104 
25,896 
66,614 
56,761 
83,696 

96,140 
1,781,758 

2,072,155 

2,541,071 

1,471,644 

195,592 

157,467 

498,842 
1.196,256 
539,640 
101,095 
535,696 
687,806 
67,842 


DECREASED  EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  of  native  produce  have  advanced  from  $42,618,622  in 
1906,  to  $48,341,915  during  1907,  the  bulk  of  the  articles  being 
shipped  to  Europe.  The  annual  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  during  the  year  show  a  decline;  in  1906,  $2,385,703  worth 
having  been  exported  to  America,  while  in  1907,  there  were  $2,028,- 
744  worth,  the  arop  being  due  principally  to  the  unsatisfactory  finan- 
cial conditions  in  America  during  the  last  months  of  the  year. 

The  export  of  cowhides  continues  to  show  a  large  increase  and 
Hankow  is  becoming  each  year  a  more  important  market  for  this 
product.  During  1907  the  customs  returns  show  the  exportation  of 
18,080,800  pounds  of  cowhides,  valued  at  $3,504^059,  as  compare! 
with  14,333,733  pounds  exported  in  1906  and  11,703,600  pounds  in 
1905,    The  exports  to  the  United  States  show  a  falling  off  from 
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$207,154  worth  in  1906  to  $119,496  in  1907.  Buffalo  hides  were  ex- 
ported during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  3,764,133  pounds,  valued 
at  $451,696. 

The  export  of  goat  skins  shows  a  decline,  having  been  2,955,977 
pieces,  valued  at  $1,378,908,  during  1907,  as  against  3,771,724  pieces 
in  1906.  The  exports  to  America  fell  from  $723,546  in  1906  to 
$609,005  in  1907.  This  article  continues  to  be  the  largest  single 
item  of  export  to  the  United  States. 

VEGETABLE  TALLOW,  NUT  OIL,  COTTON,  RAMIE,  BRISTLES,  ETC. 

The  trade  in  vegetable  tallow  continues  to  increase,  31,949,866 
pounds,  valued  al  $2,147,030,  having  been  exported  during  1907  as 
compared  with  26,872,533  pounds  in  1906.  This  product  before 
marketing  is  not  pure  and  foreign  dealers  still  find  it  necessary  to 
melt  the  bulk  of  all  the  tallow  andremove  the  foreign  materials  before 
buying  it. 

In  1907  the  exportation  of  nut  oil  declined,  52,728,800  pounds, 
valued  at  $2,657,532,  having  left  the  port,  while  58,550,933  pounds 
were  shipped  the  previous  year.  Exports  to  the  United  States  de- 
clined from  $720,598  worth  m  1906  to  $554,052  in  1907.  The  forei^ 
buyers  have  been  experiencing  some  difficulty  in  buving  nut  oil  this 
year,  owing  to  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  large  dealers  to  control 
the  market  and  thus  secure  higher  prices.  The  season's  crop  was  as 
good  as  usual,  but  care  must  be  taken  in  buying,  owing  to  adulteration 
with  cheaper  oils. 

The  year  saw  a  good  crop  of  cotton  and  the  trade  was  large,  f orei^ 
dealers,  mostly  Japanese,  buying  large  quantities.  The  exports  m 
1907  amounted  to  25,253,300  pounds,  valued  at  $2,833,424,  as  against 
519,067  pounds  in  1906.  The  textile  manufacturers  in  Japan  will 
depend  upon  China  for  their  cotton  and  will  secure  it  here  whenever 
it  is  available.  The  Wuchang  mills  are  increasing  their  output  and 
using  larger  quantities  of  cotton  each  year. 

Sesame  seed  was  exported  to  the  amount  of  101,768,933  pounds, 
worth  $3,053,068,  as  compared  with  144,886,133  pounds  in  1906. 
None  of  the  seed  was  shipped  to  the  United  States,  the  greater  part 
of  it  going  to  Germany,  France,  and  Italy. 

Exports  of  ramie  were  23,127,200  pounds,  worth  $1,526,395 ;  bristles, 
1,306,800  pounds,  worth  $547,492;  and  nutgalls,  6,090,933  pounds, 
valued  at  $599,348;  as  against  23,489,660  pounds  of  ramie,  1,451,100 
pounds  of  bristles,  and  7,377,733  pounds  of  nutgalls  in  1906,  all 
showing  "Slight  decreases. 

RAILWAY   TRAmC  INCREASING — ^HONAN   LINE. 

There  has  been  very  little  done  during  the  past  year  in  this  district 
as  regards  railways.  However,  new  concessions,  proposed  lines,  and 
f orei^  loans  to  build  those  already  planned  are  constantly  talked  of. 

It  IS  impossible  to  secure  figures  yet  showing  the  earnings  of  the 
Peking-Hankow  Railway  for  1907,  but  I  am  informed  that  the  gross 
receipts  of  the  line  during  December  were  over  $500,000,  as  compared 
with  $3,945,760  as  gross  receipts  for  the  entire  year  of  1906,  so  that 
there  is  every  indication  that  Digger  returns  will  be  the  result  of  the 
year's  business.  Both  passenger  and  freight  traffic  is  increasing 
rapidly.  The  time  of  the  express  train  between  Hankow  and  Peking 
was  reduced  during  the  year  from  thirty-six  hours  to  twenty-nine 
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hours,  and  another  reduction  of  three  hours  is  talked  of.  This  weekly 
exj)ress  is  constantly  becoming  more  popular  with  both  foreign  and 
Clhinese  travelers. 

The  line  from  Kai-feng-fu  to  Honan-fu,  Honan,  a  distance  of  120 
miles,  should  be  completed  during  the  coming  spring.  This  railroad 
crosses  the  Peking-Hankow,  line  at  Changchow,  Honan,  and  will 
serve  as  the  largest  feeder  to  the  trunk  line.  The  Changchow-Kai- 
feng-fu  section  is  now  operating  both  passenger  and  freight  trains, 
although  the  line  has  not  been  formally  opened. 

Nothing  is  being  done  here  toward  the  building  of  the  Canton- 
Hankow  Kailway,  with  the  exception  of  about  500  yards  built  out  of 
Wuchang,  all  activity  seeming  to  be  at  the  Canton  end.  The  site 
for  the  Hankow  terminal  has  been  selected,  but  no  improvements 
have  been  made,  and  at  Changsha,  Honan,  the  station  site  has  been 
located.  A  British  engineer  is  now  at  Changsha  and  it  is  reported 
that  he  is  making  a  survey  of  the  line  through  the  Siang  River  Valley. 

The  Szechuen-Hankow  line  seems  to  remain  in  the  same  state  as 
it  was  a  year  ago.  Two  Chinese  engineers  are  said  to  be  working  on 
the  survey  out  of  Ichang.  There  has  been  some  talk  of  a  foreign 
loan  to  build  this  line,  but  it  is  always  met  by  strong  opposition,  and 
as  local  funds  are  not  forthcoming,  the  prospects  of  a  completed  rail- 
road in  the  near  future  are  not  very  bright. 

The  Nan-chang-Kiukiang,  Kiangsi,  Kailway  still  remains  a  pro- 
posed line,  nothing  having  been  done  aside  from  the  selection  of  a  site 
to  be  used  as  a  terminal  at  Kiukiang. 

MINING    FOR    HOME    CONSUMPTION    AND    rOR    EXPORT. 

The  production  of  minerals  in  this  consular  district  is  increasing 
each  succeeding  year,  the  principal  articles  being  iron,  coal,  anti- 
mony, and  lead. 

The  mines  of  the  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works  at  Tayeh,  Hupeh, 
are  now  producing  from  1,000  to  1,500  tons  of  iron  per  day.  The 
bulk  of  this  is  used  at  the  steel  works  at  Hanyang^  but  considerable 
is  shipped  to  Japan  direct.  The  iron  ore  analyzes  Sio,  5  to  7  per  cent; 
Fe,  65  to  68  per  cent;  P,  10  per  cent. 

The  coal  mines  at  Ping-Hsiang,  Kiangsi,  also  under  the  control  of 
the  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  are  producing  from  1,200  to 
1,500  tons  of  coal  per  day,  and  the  company  intends  to  increase  the 
output  to  3,000  tons  a  day  as  the  requirements  of  the  steel  works  in- 
crease. The  total  amount  of  coal  contained  in  that  part  of  the  Ping- 
Hsiang  coal  field  is  computed  at  300,000,000  tons,  whereof  a  great 
part  can  be  taken  out  by  the  level  adits,  while  it  is  estimated  that  a 
shaft  depth  of  200  meters  will  drain  the  whole  coal  field. 

Iron  ore  to  the  amount  of  105,690  tons  was  exported  during  1907 
and  cAide  antimony  to  the  amount  of  4,810,266  pounds,  valued  at 
$314,033,  left  the  port.  Lead  ore  valued  at  $46,073  was  exported,  of 
which  $1,838  wortn  went  to  the  United  States. 

BUILDING  AND  OTHER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

^  Hankow  continues  to  grow  very  rapidly,  and  the  foreign  conces- 
sions are  extending  wherever  land  will  permit,  and  new  buildings 
are  going  up  on  every  hand.  Property  is  still  increasing  in  value  at 
almost  incredible  rates,  and  the  prediction  that  prices  of  land  would 
drop  seems  less  probable  as  time  goes  on.    The  British  concession 
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has  been  extended  during  the  year,  improvements  are  being  made,  and 
the  new  area  will  soon  be  built  up.  The  Japanese  concession  is  be- 
ing improved  rapidly.  Work  on  the  bunding  is  going  on,  and  they 
hope  to  have  it  completed  before  the  next  summer  rise  of  the  river. 
Streets  are  being  laid  out,  several  large  substantial  foreign  buildings 
have  been  erected,  and  work  has  been  started  on  the  new  Japanese 
consulate.  The  concession  was  extended  1,500  yards  along  the  river 
front,  with  the  depth  of  the  original  concession,  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year. 

The  waterworks  is  being  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible  and 
will  probably  begin  supplying  water  to  the  native  city  and  British 
concession  within  a  year.  The  works  are  designed  to  treat  6,000,000 
gallons  of  water  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  with  the  machinery  run- 
ning siirteen  hours.  The  machmery  will  be  capable  of  pumping  the 
water  to  the  height  of  260  feet,  which  gives  an  eflPective  head  at  the 
extreme  end  of  3ie  city  of  140  feet.  There  are  62  settling  tanks  4.6 
meters  wide  and  86  meters  long,  also  22  filter  beds,  20  of  which  have 
a  6,000,000-gallon  capacity,  leaving  2  spare  ones  for  cleaning.  Work 
was  commenced  in  May,  1907.  and  the  filter  beds  are  now  more  than 
half  finished.  The  tunnels  irom  the  Han  Eiver  to  the  intake  are 
being  excavated.  Two  miles  of  pipe  have  already  been  laid  in  the 
citv.  Work  on  a  water  tower  130  feet  high  and  holding  800,000 
gallons  will  be  commenced  soon.  The  electric-light  plant  for  the 
native  city  is  well  under  way  and  will,  when  operating,  supply  all 
the  electric  light  for  the  Chinese  city. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  FINANCIAL  FIRMS. 

A  new  company  known  as  the  International  Export  Company 
has  erected  a  place  in  the  German  concession  of  considerable  size  and 
will  engage  in  canning  meats,  preserving  and  shipping  eggs,  and  the 
slaughtering  business. 

The  large  factory  of  the  British- American  Tobacco  Company  is 
now  practically  completed  and  the  leaf  department  already  oper- 
ating. They  are  preparing  about  26,000  pounds  of  tobacco  a  day 
and  riave  300  Chinese  women  engaged  as  stemmers.  The  machines 
in  the  cigarette  factory  are  being  set  up,  and  Uiey  hope  to  start  manu- 
facturing the  middle  of  1908. 

A  prospectus  has  been  issued  for  a  new  hotel,  to  be  known  as  the 
Palace  Hotel,  and  they  hope  to  begin  work  during  1908.  It  will  be 
located  in  the  British  concession  and  will  have  60  rooms  and  be 
modern  in  every  respect. 

The  beautiful  new  buildings  of  the  German-Asiatic  and  Russo- 
Chinese  banks  are  nearing  completion,  and  should  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy within  a  few  months.  New  municipal  buildings  have  been 
erected  in  the  German  and  Russian  concessions,  supplying  coftimodi- 
ous  offices  for  the  municipal  authorities.  The  British  and  French 
concessions  expect  to  erect  municipal  buildings  during  1908. 

The  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works  have  completed  their  large 
new  steel  plant,  which  is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  open-hearth 
furnaces  and  latest  roUing-miil  machinery. 

The  Standard  Oil  Company  and  the  Asiatic  Petroleum  Company 
have  each  erected  a  large  storage  tank  to  take  care  of  the  increasing 
oil  business. 
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EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES — ^EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  declared  exports  from  Hankow  to  the  United  States  for  1905, 
1906,  and  1907  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Albumen 

$12,647 
8,961 

5s,on 

80,110 

281,760 

2,580 

887,284 

85,820 
7,002 

76.999 

10,766 
207,164 

40.882 
720,696 

89,637 

144,561 
27,445 
82,897 
17,620 

119,496 
16,167 

554,062 

11,800 

Skins—Continued: 
Goat 

8484,352 

797 

2,037 

257,263 

208 

1,009 

8723,546 

930 

3.383 

243,698 

2.425 

302,874 

Antimony 

1609,006 

Bristles 

Leopard,  etc... 
Slieep 

1,985 

Qallnats 

17,508 

Hides 

Tea 

517, 161 

Jute 

Wool 

3,794 

Oil,  nut  and  wood . 
Skins: 

Calf 

other  articles 

Total 

5,868 

1,488,857 

2,385,703 

2,028,744 

The  exports  of  tea  to  the  United  States  increased  over  $273,000 
over  the  e3rports  of  1906.  There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  ex- 
ports of  hides,  nut  oils,  and  gpatskins. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Hankow  is  given  by  coun- 
tries in  the  following  table  for  1907 : 


Countries. 


United  States $1,664,699 

Belgium 1,162,897 

BriBshlndia 2,236,974 

Dutch  Indies 768,062 

France 139,931 

Germany 1,086,044 

Hongkong 2,609,496 

Italy 6,398 


Imports. 


Exports. ' 


Countries. 


Imports. 


184,296 
427,563  I 


517,004 
470,482 


184,358 


Japan  

Netherlands 

Russia 

United  Kingdom . . 
All  other  countries 

Total 


$1,5M,407 

2,882 

29,608 

1,036,846 

186,288 


15,523,917 


Exports. 


82,172,940 

245,922 

5,137,489 

530,857 

43,628 


9,815,184 


It  will  be  seen  that  Japan  is  far  in  the  lead  in  imports,  followed 
by  Hongkong,  British  India,  with  the  United  States  fourth  in  rank. 
In  exports  Russia  leads  even  more  decidedly  than  Japan  does  in  im- 
ports and  is  followed  in  order  by  Japan,  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  and  Belgium. 


RANK  OF  FLAGS  IN  HANKOW  TRADE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  foreign  and  coast  trade  under  the 
different  flags  at  Hankow  during  the  year  1907 : 


Flag. 

Foreign  trade. 

Coast  trade. 

Total 

Imports. 

932,662 

60,8r)0 

7,244,018 

Exports. 

Outward. 

Inward. 

value. 

American 

$235 

$45,166 

$78,668 

Atintriftn 

50,850 

British 

Korean , 

9967,132 
149,753 

22,581,626 

19,836,134 


50,128,910 
149,758 

Danish 

2,996 

197,822 

830,188 

1,584,536 

4,179,W2 

813.202 

29,754 

2,319 

1,056,628 

2,996 

Dutch 

107,386 
622,894 
847,508 
5,879,879 
111,605 
2,160 

805,208 

French 

300,384 
2,258,679 
1,585,706 
2,710,098 
1,839,302 

2,949,483 

4,784,890 

8,225,386 

381,467 

82,612 

4,702,449 

German 

8,470,613 

Japanese 

19,870,910 

Norwegian 

8,516,372 

Russian 

1,958,828 

Bw«d1ifh 

2,319 

Chinese 

18,102 

9,7i8,362 

11,445,342 

22,237,434 

Total 

15,523,917 

9,824,155 

48,724,061 

38,397,574 

111,470,306 
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TRADE    OONDinONfl    OP    KINKIANO,    YOCHOW,    AND    GHAN6SHA. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Eankiang  is  carried  on  chiefly  through  Shang- 
hai and  Hankow.  In  1907  foreign  goods  were  imported  to  the  value 
of  $8,915,022.  of  which  only  $27,050  worth  came  direct  from  foreign 
countries.  The  reexports  of  foreign  goods  to  Chinese  ports  aJnounted 
to  $16,357.  The  entire  value  of  KinEiang  trade,  excluding  reexports 
and  including  imports  and  exports  of  both  native  and  foreign  prod- 
ucts for  the  last  four  years,  follows:  For  1904,  $19,478,048;  for  1905, 
$18,572,915;  for  1906,  $18,184,808;  for  1907,  $24,269,900. 

Of  the  $404,000  value  of  foreign  imports  into  lochow  for  1907, 
all  but  $3,578  worth  came  through  Chinese  ports,  principally  Shang- 
hai and  Hankow.  Only  $2,902  worth  of  foreign  goods  were  re- 
exported to  other  Chinese  cities.  Of  native  produce  only  $58  worth 
was  exported  direct  to  foreign  countries  and  $654,258  worth  to  Chi- 
nese ports.  The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  Yochow,  including  imports 
and  exports  of  both  native  and  foreign  goods  for  the  last  four  years, 
follows:  For  1904,  $1,730,042;  for  1905,  $392,046 ;  for  1906,  $597,670; 
for  1907,  $1,083,326, 

In  1907  there  was  imported  into  Changsha  foreign  goods  to  the 
value  of  $3,385,536.  Of  this  amount  $87,164  worth  came  direct  from 
foreign  countries  and  $3,298,372  came  through  Chinese  ports.  Re- 
exports of  foreign  goods  amounted  to  $23,024.  The  exports  of  native 
products  amounted  to  $1,831,091,  only  $11  of  which  went  direct  to 
foreign  countries.  The  net  value  of  the  trade,  including  native  and 
foreign  products,  for  the  last  half  of  1904,  was  $2,254,011;  for  1905, 
$4,716,664;  for  1906,  $4,233,447;  for  1907,  $5,833,706. 


HARBIN. 

By  Consul  Fbed  D.  Fisher. 

During  1907  the  Chinese  Government  opened  the  following  places 
in  central  and  northern  Manchuria  to  foreign  trade  and  resiaence: 
Ch'ang-ch'un  (Kuanchengtsu),  Kirin^  Harbm,  Ningut'a,  Hunch'un^ 
and  San-hsing,  in  the  province  of  Kirin,  and  Tsitsihar,  Manchouli 
(Manchuria),  Hai-la-erh  (Hailar),  and  Ai-hun  (Aigun),  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Hei-Iung-Chiang. 

As  a  commercial  mart  and  a  point  of  distribution  for  the  Chinese 
trade  throughout  this  district,  Cn'ang-ch'un,  situated  300  miles  north 
of  Newchwang,  at  the  junction  of  the  South  Manchuriati  Railway  and 
the  Eastern  Chinese  Railway,  is  the  most  important.  It  has  a 
Chinese  population  of  about  80,000.  Other  than  wheat,  a  small 
portion  of  the  beans,  and  a  few  other  items  required  for  consumption 
bv  the  30,000  or  40^000  Europeans  residing  along  the  line  or  the 
Eastern  Chinese  Railway,  the  surplus  productions  of  north  Man- 
churia find  their  way  to  Ch'ang-ch'un,  wnere  they  are  exchanged  for 
the  requirements  of  the  Chinese  population  not  produced  locally. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  KIRIN,  NINQUt'a,  AND  HUNCH'xJN. 

Kirin,  the  seat  of  the  government  of  Kirin  Province,  is  situated 
on  the  Sungari  River,  about  80  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Ch'ang-Ch'un, 
with  which  it  has  communication  only  by  highway  at  the  present 
time,  although  work  on  a  railway  line  between  those  two  places  will 
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be  commenced  in  1909.  Its  population  is  estimated  at  250,000.  It 
is  an  important  trading  center  for  the  eastern  part  of  Manchuria, 
especially  for  the  valley  of  the  Mutan  or  Hurka  River.  Timber 
brought  down  the  Sungari  River  to  this  point  gives  it  importance 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber;  and  most  of  the  river  crarib  in  the 
hands  of  Chinese  on  the  Sungari,  the  Nonni,  and  the  Mutan  rivers, 
are  built  there.  Kirin  is  practically  at  the  head  of  navigation  on 
the  Sungari,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  channel  of  that  river 
for  several  miles  below  upstream  navigation  is  possible  only  under 
difficulties  and  when  there  is  an  abundance  of  water. 

Ningut'a  is  the  chief  town  of  the  Mutan  Chiang  Valley.  It  is 
situated  on  the  Mutan  River,  about  20  miles  from  the  line  of  the 
Eastern  Chinese  Railway  (Ilailin  station)  and  210  miles  northeast 
of  the  provincial  city  of  Kirin,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  high- 
wav.  It  is  at  the  head  of  so-called  navigation  of  the  Mutan  River, 
although  it  is  seldom  that  junks  or  lighter  craft  can  get  so  far  up. 
The  surrounding  districts  are  given  to  agriculture,  wheat  being  the 
chief  production.    Its  population  is  estimated  at  40,000. 

Hunch'un  is  situated  m  the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  Kirin 
Province,  near  the  Tumen  River,  only  a  few  miles  from  both  the 
Korean  and  the  Russian  borders.  It  is  essentially  a  garrison  town, 
having  strategic  importance ;  but  being  near  the  sea  and  in  a  moun- 
tainous district,  it  sends  considerable  quantities  of  seaweed,  mush- 
rooms, medicinal  roots,  and  deer  horns  to  Ningut'a  and  the  provin- 
cial city  of  Kirin,  with  which  it  has  communication  by  road,  being 
170  miles  from  the  former  and  about  300  miles  from  the  latter. 

SAN-HSINO,  T8IT8IHAR,  AI-HUN,  AND  HAILAR. 

San-hsing  is  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Mutan  River  with 
the  Sun^arij  about  160  miles  north  of  Ningut'a,  with  which  it  has 
communication  by  both  river  and  road,  although  under  difficulties 
owing  to  the  bad  river  channel  and  the  state  of  disrepair  of  the 
road.  Being  on  the  Sungari  it  also  has  river  communication  with 
Harbin  and  other  points  in  that  river,  as  well  as  those  on  the  Amur. 
It  is  surrounded  by  a  fertile  agricultural  district  in  which  wheat  is 
chiefly  OTOwn.  It  was  considered  the  frontier  Chinese  town  of  north- 
eastern Manchuria,  although  in  recent  years  Chinese  colonization  has 
extended  beyond  aown  the  Sungari  River.  The  existence  of  ^Id 
mines  in  that  region  adds  somewhat  to  the  importance  of  San-hsmg. 

About  320  miles  (by  road)  to  the  north-northwest  of  Ch'ang-ch'un 
(Kuanchengtzu)  is  the  town  of  Tsitsihar,  the  seat  of  the  government 
of  Hei-lung-Chianff  Province.  The  town  stands  about  12  miles  to  the 
north  of  the  line  of  the  Eastern  Chinese  Railway,  and  on  the  Nonni 
River,  at  the  head  of  steamer  navigation,  200  miles  (by  stream)  above 
the  confluence  of  that  river  with  the  Sungari.  During  the  winter 
months  a  large  cart  traffic  is  conducted  over  the  highway  connecting 
Tsitsihar  with  Kuanchengtzu. 

Tsitsihar  is  the  principal  market  and  distributing  point  for  the 
districts  Ijong  to  the  north,  which  are  being  rapidlv  colonized ;  it  also 
has  some  imj)ortance  as  a  trading  point  tor  northeastern  Mongolia. 

Ai-hun  (Aigun),  situated  on  the  Amur  River,  295  miles  north  of 
Tsitsihar  and  28  miles  down  the  river  from  Blagoveschensk  on  the 
Manchurian  side,  has  little  importance  as  a  commercial  or  industrial 
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point.  It  was  formerly  a  garrison  town,  but  during  the  Boxer 
troubles  in  1900  it  was  completely  destroyed. 

Hailar,  which  is  300  miles  by  railway  to  the  west  of  Tsitsihar  and 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Greater  Khingan  Mountains,  is  of  little 
importance  as  a  trading  center  other  than  in  cattle,  sheep,  and  wool 
brought  in  from  Mongolia.  The  surrounding  country,  especially  to 
the  north,  is  barren,  and  remains  generally  unsettled. 

Manchouli  (Manchuria)  is  at  the  western  border  between  Man- 
churia and  the  Russian  province  of  Trans-Baikal,  where  the  Trans- 
Siberian  Railway  line  enters  Qiinese  territory,  and  consequently 
where  the  Chinese  customs  station  is  established. 

HAHBIN   AS  A  COMMERCIAL  CENTER. 

Harbin  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Sungari  River,  at  the 
point  where  the  Eastern  Chinese  Railway  crosses  that  stream  on 
its  route  across  Manchuria,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  branch  of  the 
same  railway  line  which  runs  southward  150  miles  to  Ch'ang-ch'un 
(Kuanchen^zu),  where  it  makes  connection  with  the  South  Man- 
churian  Railway.  The  distance  from  Harbin  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sungari  is  442  miles,  and  from  Harbin  to  Kirin,  the  head  of  navi- 
gation on  the  same  river,  398  miles.  The  distance  by  railway  from 
Vladivostok  to  Harbin  is  485  miles,  and  from  Harbin  to  Manchuria 
station,  the  western  border,  583  miles. 

The  town  of  Harbin  is  only  10  years  old,  and  has  sprung  up  since 
the  beginning  of  the  construction  of  the  Eastern  Chinese  Railway 
line.  It  stands  on  ground  of  which  the  Eastern  Chinese  Railway 
Company,  a  private  Russo-Chinese  concern,  formerly  secured  pos- 
session, much  of  which  was  disposed  of  to  other  parties.  It  has  a 
population  of  about  35,000  Europeans,  mostly  Russian,  and  perhaps 
15,000  Chinese ;  at  the  close  of  the  war  its  population  was  probably 
twice  these  figures. 

While  the  place  is  exceptionally  well  situated  for  a  general  trad- 
ing center  and  point  of  distribution,  being  in  the  middle  of  a  large 
a^icultural  district  and  having  either  rail  or  water  communication 
with  all  the  large  towns  of  north  Manchuria,  its  importance  so  far 
has  been  chiefly  as  a  market  for  the  requirements  of  the  railway  and 
its  emplovees  and  the  military  forces  that  were  stationed  along  the 
line  of  the  railway  and  elsewhere  in  Manchuria;  but  little  effort 
was  made  by  the  merchants  to  develop  a  trade  with  the  outlying 
districts.  Even  the  large  Chinese  houses  usually  have  only  Russian 
signs  and  cater  almost  wholly  to  the  Russian  trade. 

The  other  large  towns  in  north  Manchuria  not  opened  to  interna- 
tional trade  and  residence  are:  Hulancheng,  situated  about  20  miles 
north  of  Harbin,  with  a  population  estimated  at  200^000;  Asheho, 
about  25  miles  to  the  southeast  of  Harbin,  on  the  railway,  having 
an  estimated  population  of  100,000 ;  Shuanchengpu,  which  is  on  the 
railway  line  about  35  miles  to  the  south  of  Harbin,  with  a  popula- 
tion estimated  at  120,000;  Petuna,  on  the  Sungari  River,  about  12 
miles  above  the  confluence  of  the  Nonni  River  with  the  Sungari. 
having  an  estimated  population  of  150,000;  and  Mergen,  situatea 
to  the  north  of  Tsitsihar,  about  halfway  to  Aigim.  All  these  towns 
are  trade  centers  for  large  agricultural  districts. 
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SHORT  CEREAL  CROP — FLOUR-MILLING   INDUSTRT. 

North  Manchuria  is  essentially  an  agricultural  country,  the  chief 
productions  being  wheat,  kao-liang,  beans,  millet,  and  barley.  During 
1907  these  crops  suffered  severely  from  drought,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  they  were  from  60  to  70  per  cent  short.  The  effect  of  this 
shortage,  so  far  as  wheat  and  oarley  are  concerned,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  large  surplus  carried  over  from  the  previous  year, 
owing  to  the  removal  of  the  demand  by  the  withdrawal  from  Man- 
churia of  the  Russian  troops  early  in  the  year.  During  the  year 
some  shipments  of  wheat  were  maae  to  Japan,  via  Vladivostok,  for 
the  mills  there.  These  shipments  were  experimental,  and  are  reported 
to  have  been  satisfactory.  A  shipment  was  also  made  to  Europe, 
via  the  Suez  Canal ;  but  when  the  wheat  arrived  at  its  destination  it 
was  found  to  have  spoiled  en  route,  on  account  of  the  moisture  that 
it  contained  when  shipped. 

For  the  flour-millmg  industry,  the  year  can  be  considered  as 
unsuccessful,  with  the  possible  exception  of  a  few  of  the  small  mills. 
In  the  be^ning  of  the  year  many  of  the  mills  were  indebted  to  the 
Russo-Chinese  Sank  for  all  that  their  properties  were  worth.  In 
order  to  protect  its  interests,  the  bank  formed  a  combine  of  six  of 
the  larg^  mills,  and  endeavored  to  let  them  operate  under  its 
supervision.  This  scheme,  however,  did  not  prove  successful,  and 
the  bank  has  recently  made  an  arrangement  whereby  it  has  brought 
nearly  all  of  the  mills  in  north  Manchuria  into  a  combination,  and 
has  undertaken  to  operate  them  itself  for  a  period  of  five  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  the  mills  will  be  turned  back  to  their  original 
owners,  free  of  debt  As  some  of  the  mills  have  stayed  out  ot  this 
combination,  and  other  competition  has  entered  the  field,  the  success 
of  the  bank's  present  undertaking  is  problematical.  During  1907 
the  mills  in  north  Manchuria  ground  about  5,000,000  bushels  of  wheat. 
The  flour  was  disposed  of  in  the  adjoining  Russian  provinces,  chiefly 
for  use  of  the  military,  and  in  the  local  market 

BEER,  WOOL,  AND  BEAN   OIL — TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  war  the  beer-brewing  industry  in  this  district  had  some 
importance,  but  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  Russian  troops  the  ready 
demand  for  beer  disappeared,  and  the  breweries  here  are  now  re- 
ported as  being  operated  without  satisfactory  profit  In  all,  there  are 
10  beer  breweries  in  north  Manchuria,  but  4  of  which  have  any 
importance — ^i.  e.,  the  Rublefsky  brewery,  the  Eastern  Bavarian  brew- 
ery^ the  Harbin  brewery,  at  Harbin,  and  the  Imienpo  brewery,  at 
Imienpo.  These  plants  have  capacities  of  from  700  to  1,200  buckets 
(of  20  bottles  each)  per  day. 

A  considerable  amount  of  Mongolian  wool  is  marketed  at  Hailar. 
During  1907  two  wool-scouring  plants  were  put  up  and  about  600 
tons  of  wool  scoured  and  shippjed  to  Europe,  via  Vladivostok. 

The  manufacture  of  bean  oil  is  one  oi  the  principal  industries  of 
the  Chinese  in  north  Manchuria ;  for  instance,  in  the  town  of  Shuan- 
chengpu  there  are  about  50  bean-oil  factories,  with  an  average  out- 
put of  about  550  pounds  of  bean  oil  and  1,500  pounds  of  bean  cake 
each  per  day.    In  Asheho  there  are  about  40  such  plants,  and  a  pro- 

Sortionate  number  in  the  other  localities  in  which  beans  are  pro- 
uced.    Some  of  the  oil  and  bean  cake  is  shipped  to  Japan  and  China 
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proper  through  Vladivostok,  but  the  most  of  these  productions  is 
taken  by  cart  to  Ch'ang-ch'un  (Kuanchengtzu)  along  with  alcohol, 
flax,  tobacco,  jute,  and  other  products  and  excnanged  for  goods  for 
the  local  requirements. 

The.  general  conditions  of  trade  in  this  district  during  the  year 
were  badly  depressed.  The  immense  stocks  of  goods  that  were  held 
by  the  Eussian  merchants  in  Harbin  at  the  close  of  the  war  were 
ffreatly  reduced  during  the  year  by  shipments  to  Blacoveschensk. 
Nerchensk,  Stretensk,  and  other  places  in  Siberia,  with  a  hope  oi 
finding  a  market  for  them  with  the  construction  forces  of  the  pro- 
posed Amur  Railway.  The  number  of  establishments  here  were 
greatly  reduced,  many  of  the  small  merchants  having  sold  out  their 
stocks  and  left  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  Chinese  trade  throughout  the  district,  the  par- 
tial failure  of  the  crops,  together  with  tne  loss  of  their  profitable 
trade  resulting  from  the  withdrawal  of  the  Russian  forces  from 
Manchuria,  left  them  with  but  little  money  to  buy  goods.  As  no 
customs  returns  or  trade  statistics  regarding  this  district  are  available 
for  the  year  1907,  it  is  impossible  U>  give  any  figures  regarding  the 
volume  of  trade  from  abroad.  The  total  operations  of  the  branches 
of  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank  in  Manchuria  during  the  past  four  years 
throw  some  light  on  this  matter.  They  were  as  follows:  1904,  8 
branches,  $1,015,374,515;  1905,  5  branches,  $1,519,626,465;  1906,  5 
branches,  $867,650,885;  and  1907,  5  branches,  $462,936,590. 

A   HINDRANCE  TO  THE  EXPANSION   OF  AMERICAN   TRADE. 

As  regards  the  European  trade  in  the  settlements  along  the  Eastern 
Chinese  Railway  line,  Russian  and  German  goods  are  most  in  evi- 
dence. American  goods  are  confined  to  flour  bags,  some  tinned 
fruits  and  provisions,  tools  and  hardware;  American  kerosene  and 
flour  do  not  now  reach  this  district.  It  is  not,  however,  that  Amer- 
ican goods  meet  with  disfavor,  but  because  the  Russian  and  other 
merchants  here  have  never  established  direct  connections  with  the 
American  manufacturers;  such  of  our  goods  as  they  have  handled 
were  obtained  from  Shanghai  or  from  European  sources,  and  con- 
sequently high  prices  were  paid.  This  condition  also  gives  rise  to 
an  impediment  to  the  introduction  of  American  goods  to  the  Chinese 
trade  in  the  district.  American  goods  reach  this  market  chiefly 
through  Shanghai,  so  that  when  they  arrive  at  Kuanchengtzu  they 
have  passed  through  the  hands  of  several  middlemen  and  have  costs 
added  that  might  be  eliminated.  The  Chinese  in  the  country  towns  do 
not  handle  a  great  deal  of  actual  money,  most  of  the  transactions 
being  in  the  nature  of  barter.  The  surplus  products  of  the  natives 
are  mostly  carted  to  Kuanchengtzu,  the  carts  returning  with  goods 
that  are  required  locally.  In  this  system  of  trade  the  Japanese  ^oods 
have  a  large  advantage,  as  they  come  direct  and  are  handled  by  large 
Japanese  companies,  who  take  beans,  bean  cake,  wheat,  and  other 
products  in  exchange  for  the  goods ;  as  a  consequence.  Japanese  goods 
are  found  in  all  the  small  towns  of  the  district.  A  few  American 
concerns  that  could  undertake  to  exchange  our  goods  for  wheat,  bean 
cake,  bean  oil,  beans,  tallow,  hides,  etc.,  would  oe  of  immense  assist- 
ance in  the  development  of  our  trade. 
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NANKING. 

By  Consul  J.  C.  McNallt. 

The  immediate  future  holds  nothing  of  a  trade  advantage  for  the 
old  capital  of  China.  Even  the  anticipated  influence  of  the  Shanghai- 
Nanking  Railway  has  up  to  the  present  not  manifested  itself  in  the 
extension  of  local  trade.  The  trade  of  Nanking  has  continued  to  de- 
crease since  1905,  which  year  registered  a  total  for  exports  and  im- 
ports of  $8,458,836.  Last  year's  figures  show  a  1.5  per  cent  falling 
off  from  1906.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  continuation  of  the 
railway  from  Nanking  to  Pukow  and  thence  to  Peking  will  benefit 
the  trade  of  this  city. 

British  trade  keeps  up,  due  to  the  establishment  of  large  houses  in 
Shanghai  which  supply  the  trade  under  hurry  orders  if  necessary. 
The  Japanese,  who  have  entered  the  Yangtse  V  alley  with  a  determi- 
nation to  share  in  its  markets,  are  pushing  forward  into  the  interior 
after  establishing  bases  of  supply  at  the  open  port,  where,  on  account 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  language,  the  similarity  of  modes  of  living, 
and  the  ability  of  association,  they  gain  an  important  advantage  over 
less- favored  competitors.  The  Germans  also  are  pushing  their  wares 
to  the  front  in  this  part  of  China. 

America's  paht  in  the  trade — ^railway  buildino. 

Apart  from  cotton  goods,  the  Americans  do  little  in  the  local  trade, 
and  they  do  not  appear  anxious  to  enter  into  its  commercial  exploita- 
tion. Nor  would  I  advise  any  special  effort  at  this  time  unless  the 
business  be  conducted  from  a  central  depot  at  Shanghai,  to  which  port 
all  the  upriver  and  interior  ports  are  tributary.  One  of  the  few 
articles  imported  direct  from  loreign  countries  is  cotton  goods.  For 
this  article  there  is  a  steady  and  a  growing  demand.  AStierican  ex- 
I)orters  share  in  this  trade,  and  it  is  oelieved  that  a  more  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  competition  in  this  market  on  their  part  will  be  justi- 
fied by  the  returns. 

There  has  been  an  increased  adoption  during  1907  of  the  western 
style  of  dress  and  foot  wear.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  among 
the  better  classes.  The  women  of  course  adhere  strongly  to  their 
prevailing  costumes.  While  many  of  the  American  staple  articles 
of  consumption  are  to  be  found  on  the  shelves  of  the  local  dealers, 
even  to  American  bacon,  pickles,  condiments  of  all  sorts,  etc.,  these 
articles  are  supplied  from  Shanghai.  The  dealers  here  handling 
these  staple  articles  are  compradores,  who  work  on  a  percentage 
basis,  and  although  they  maniiest  a  keen  rivalry  and  spirit  of  compe- 
tition, they  all  draw  their  supplies  from  the  same  proprietor  who 
imports  extensively  into  Shan^nai. 

While  the  city  of  Nanking  is  m  itself  as  yet  a  passive  field  for  com- 
mercial or  industrial  activity,  the  entrance  of  the  Shanghai-Nanking 
Railway  will  undoubtedly  stimulate  trade  by  reason  of  the  close  com- 
munication with  Shanghai.  This  railway  is  due  to  enter  here  in 
April,  1909,  at  the  port  of  Hsia-Kuan,  and  the  local  authorities  are 
building  a  line  to  connect  that  port  with  the  Chinese  city,  about  6 
miles  distant.  This  uninterrupted  line  of  communication  between 
Shanghai  and  the  business  part  of  Nanking  promises  much.  The 
inside  railway  is  being  built  under  the  supervision  of  Viceroy  Tuan 
Fang,  who  will  eventually  beautify  the  city  and  provide  needed 
facilities  for  travel. 
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IMPORTS. 


In  the  following  comparative  table  are  given  the  principal  articles 
of  import  into  Nanking  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


ArticleB. 


Beans  and  pease pounds. 

BichodeMar do... 

Brassware do... 

Cigars  and  cigarettes value. 

Cwl tons- 
Cotton,  raw pounds. 

Dyes  and  colors value. 

Fans,  paper pieces. 

Feathers,  duck pounds. 

Hemp do... 

Hides do... 

Leather do... 

Machinery value. 

Matches gross. 

Medicines pounds. 

Metals: 

Copper  ingots,  slabs,  etc do... 

Iron  pigs  and  bars do... 

Lead  in  pigs  and  slabs do... 

Tin  slabs do... 

Needles thousands. 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American gallons. 

Russian do... 

Sumatra do... 

Opium pounds. 

Sandalwood do... 

Soap value. 


Melon pounds. 

Sesame do... 

Skins  and  furs: 

Rugs pieces. 

Untanned,  goat do... 

Sugar: 

Brown pounds. 

White do... 

Refined do... 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Chintzes  and  plain  prints pieces. 

Drills,  American do... 

Flannel do... 

Italians do... 

Jeans.  English do... 

Sheeting do... 

ShlrUng— 

American .  gray do. . . 

English.  |f ray do... 

Plain  white do. . . 

Yam,  Indian pounds. 

Silk: 

Manufactured— 

Cotton  mixtures do... 

Metal  thread  mixture do... 

Piece  goods. do... 

Unmanufactured — 

Cocoons do... 

Refuse do... 

White,  raw do... 

Yellow,  raw do... 

Woolen  goods- 
Cloth  yards. 

Songells pieces. 

Spanish  stripes yards. 

Union  Italian  cloth pieces. 

Turnips,  salted pounds. 

Umbrellas,  cotton pieces. 


1905. 


3,989,669 

88,790 

50,921 

$43,192 

19,806 

872,040 

$9,178 

20.781 

676,118 

603,985- 

478,216 

2,000 

9299,592 

62,794 

972,690 

13,852,262 

747,147 

187,686 

39,190 

24,825 

118,700 
106,000 

75,000 
121,970 
136,499 

•9,680 

29,469 
866,660 

733 
1,968,135 

377,106 

791,802 

3,935,149 


8.669 
26,661 

4,112 

13,376 

13,430 

220 

28,311 
107,222 

23,740 
430,026 


12,897 

2,666 

428,959 


1,066 

41,723 

9,464 


7,862 

883 

11,549 

864 

1,298,209 

87,672 


1906. 


2,783,317 

37,824 

44,522 

1115,798 

26,690 

97,442 

18,254 

51,829 

884,712 

366,042 

344,047 

8,883 

$46,676 

183,780 

1,000,283 

4,783,800 
2,252 

1,828,514 
47,056 
23,478 

1,068,800 

5,000 

31,000 

126,635 

125,886 

114,832 

7,998 
649,671 

1,248 
616,666 

620,936 

836,591 

5,753,096 


8,617 
26,310 

9,897 

12,999 

18,689 

224 

18,395 

99,282 

83,022 

490,  OU 


16,868 

2,588 

487.224 


45,989 
4,582 
2,266 

17,179 
670 

11,196 

608 

903,241 

89,896 


1907. 


2,861,943 

82,650 

30.926 

$49,656 

15,625 

83,726 

$7,144 

249,767 

646,889 

11,331 

1,171,668 

4,799 

$12,760 

125.150 

745,947 

8,216,479 
111,972 
81,446 
87,191 
20,601 

1,696,000 
80,000 


129,801 
110,506 
$17,086 


288,195 

3,121 
601,062 

367,776 
1.951.242 
6,282,708 


1,986 
19,098 

7,822 

16,929 

16,060 

20 

14,110 
100,779 

87,886 
411,680 


28,828 

2,400 

481,226 

44,389 

45,056 

28,126 

7,998 

6,187 

460 

8,829 

60 

789,669 

33,178 


AMERICAN   KEROSENE   AND  JAPANESE  COPPER  DOMINATE   MARKET. 

Marked  increases  are  noted  in  paper  fans,  hides,  American  kero- 
sene, white  and  refined  sugar,  while  equalljr  marked  decreases  are 
noted  in  raw  cotton,  hemp,  machinery,  Russian  and  Sumatra  k^o- 
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sene,  and  sesame  seed.  Of  the  total  imports  of  copper  Japan  fur- 
nished 7.5  per  cent  in  1905,  a  little  more  than  11.5  per  cent  in  1906, 
and  43^  per  cent  in  1907.  The  heavy  imports  of  copper  were  con- 
smned  in  the  coinage  of  copper  cash  for  various  parts  of  the  Empire. 
The  extensive  repairing  of  old  roads  and  builoinff  of  new  ones  in 
the  vicinity  of  Nanking  is  encouraging  horseback  ana  carriage  riding, 
and  American  saddles  and  general  equipment  for  horses  and  car- 
riages should  find  a  ready  sale.  The  only  industries  operating  in 
this  city  besides  the  mint  are  some  small,  crude,  silk  manufactories 
and  metal  and  silversmith  shops. 

IMPORTS,  EXPORTS,  AND  SHIPPING. 

In  the  following  comparative  statement  are  given  the  imports  and 
exports  from  and  to  foreign  countries  and  also  from  and  to  Chinese 
ports  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Imports  from— 

Exports  to— 

. 

Total 
trade. 

Year. 

Forelen 
countries. 

Chineee 
ports. 

Foreign 
ootmtnes. 

Chinese 
ports. 

1906 

1108,148 
310,062 
58,080 

$5,779,754 
4,756,484 
6,487,461 

$561 
880 
106 

$2,696,852 
2.715,801 
2,842,192 

$8,479,297 
7,782,229 
8.887,780 

1906 

1907 : 

In  connection  with  this  table  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 

greater  portion  of  the  trade  of  Nanking,  both  foreign  and  with 
hinese  ports,  is  carried  on  through  Shanghai,  and  that  the  imports 
from  Chinese  ports  are  practically  all  foreign  goods. 

The  total  number  of  vessels,  steam  and  sail,  their  nationality  and 
tonna^,  that  entered  and  cleared  at  Nanking  in  1907  are  given  in 
the  following  table : 


Flag. 

Number. 

Tons. 

{                       Flag. 

Nambcr. 

Ton^ 

American 

24 
793 
46 

288 
780 

11.064 
2,894,058 

79,422 

829,712 

1,264,520 

Norwegian 

Clilneee 

4 
2,494 

2,908 
1,124,888 

British 

Prencii 

Total 

German 

4,429 

6,206,067 

Japanese . 

TRADE  OP  CHINKIANG  AND  WUHU. 

This  is  the  greatest  distributing  port  on  the  Yangtse,  situated  as 
it  is  to  supply  the  trade  of  the  places  located  on  the  Grand  Canal. 
The  extension  of  railways  has  diverted  some  of  its  traffic  and  the 
continuation  of  the  railway  from  Pukow  to  Tientsin  will  further 
lessen  it. 

The  aggT^egate  imports  into  Chinkiang  show  an  increase,  aided 
by  the  Philippine  sugar,  which  is  successfully  competing  with  the 
Swatow  product.  The  importation  of  German  beet  sugar,  the  merit 
of  which  is  in  keeping  dry  during  the  hot  season,  has  fallen  off,  due 
to  the  unfavorable  fluctuations  in  exchange.  Imports  from  Japan 
have  decreased,  while  those  from  the  United  Stat^,  including  kero- 
sene, amounted  to  $649,446.  The  direct  imports  from  the  Philippines 
increased  50  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.    The  American  cotton 
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goods,  however,  registered  a  great  slump.  Chinkiang  exports  beans, 
peas,  groundnuts,  hides,  dried  lily  flowers,  medicines,  sesame  and 
melon  seeds,  and  goatskins.  The  imports  are  chiefly  cotton  goods, 
kerosene  oil,  flour,  and  varns. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Wuhu  for  the  year  1907  shows  principally 
the  importations  of  refined  sugar,  almost  exclusively  from  Hongkong, 
and  matches,  coal,  and  railway  material  from  Japan,  to  the  vSue  of 
$354,311.  Of  this  amount  refined  sugar  contributed  half.  Before 
the  rice  crop  was  harvested  an  attempt  was  made  to  import  from 
Indo-China  m  competition  with  the  home  product,  but  the  price  was 
prohibitive.  Wuhu  is  the  great  rice  center  of  the  Yangtse  Valley, 
out  its  supply  is  falling  off  from  previous  years. 


NEWCHWANG. 

By  Consul  Thomas  E.  Heenan. 

From  the  customs  returns  covering  the  year  1907  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  hoped-for  resuscitation  of  Newchwang's  import  trade  has 
not  yet  set  in,  and  it  is  not  wise  to  predict  more  than  a  slight  recovery 
during  the  coming  year.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  stringency  in  the 
money  market,  which  seriously  affected  credit  during  the  year,  and 
the  poverty  of  the  majority  of  the  15,000,000  inhabitants  of  Man- 
churia, it  was  but  natural  that  a  lack  of  demand  was  experienced 
which  retarded  the  movement  of  stocks  not  only  in  Newchwang  but 
in  the  great  distributing  center  of  Shanghai  as  well.  The  reaction 
which  set  in  immediately  after  the  late  war  spread  over  the  whole  of 
Manchuria  and  in  its  effects  are  still  very  keenly  felt  The  Shanghai 
piece-goods  dealer  as  early  as  April  looked  to  the  Manchurian  con- 
sumer to  move  a  considerable  quantity  of  his  cargo,  but  his  hopes 
were  only  partly  realized  in  the  small  shipments  which  followed  in 
June  and  July. 

DECLINE   IN   TRADE — ^LIKIN   DUTIES   ABOLISHED. 

The  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  during  1907  was  $24,221,182, 
divided  as  follows:  Foreign  imports,  $7,940,421;  native  imports  and 
exports,  $16,280,761.  The  trade  in  foreign  imports  decreased  more 
than  $3,000,000,  and  in  native  imports  more  than  $7,000,000,  in  com- 
parison with  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year.  The  total  importa- 
tion of  American  articles  during  1907  amounted  to  nearly  $3,000,000. 
Great  Britain,  including  Hongkong  and  India,  as  usual  ranked  fore- 
most in  importations,  the  aggregate  amount  being  about  $3,500,000. 
In  spite  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  trade,  American  importa- 
tions, in  thus  taking  nearly  40  per  cent  of  the  total  import  trade  dur- 
ing 1907,  have  on  the  whole  made  a  creditable  showing.  The  cus- 
toms returns  show  that  in  nearly  all  the  import  articles  of  importance 
a  decrease  was  experienced.  The  American  importations  of  flour, 
kerosene,  and  lumber  were  satisfactory.  No  country  can  show  any 
two  articles  which  have  increased  to  the  extent  as  has  American  flour 
and  kerosene.  The  three  products  are  articles  of  necessity  to  the 
Chinese,  and  American  exporters  control  the  market.^  Although 
Korean  pine  is  imported  to  a  larger  extent  than  Oregon  pine,  still  the 
wood  is  of  inferior  quality  and  can  be  used  only  in  the  less  important 
construction  work. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEltCE  AND  iNDtTSTBlEg  OF   CHINA.  395 

Heretofore  the  likin  duties  levied  on  foreign  goods  transshipped 
from  this  port  to  inland  marts  seriously  interfered  with  the  local 
shipper  of  such  goods.  During  the  year  a  change  was  brought  about, 
and  now  foreign  goods  are  shipped  from  this  port  to  the  various 
newly  opened  marts  without  the  payment  of  any  additional  duty. 
Under  the  old  system,  Dalny  could  ship  to  points  in  the  north  oyer 
the  South  Manchurian  Kailway  and  avoid  payment  of  likin  duties, 
whereas  Newchwang  was  obligwi  to  pay  likin  duties  on  goods  shipped 
via  cart,  junk,  or  over  the  Chinese  railwjay.  Both  ports  now  offer 
equal  advantages  in  this  respect,  and  Newchwang  on  the  whole  can 
be  satisfied  with  the  turn  of  events. 

JAPANESE  Acnvrrr — ^failuhe  op  Chinese  firms. 

The  continued  activity  shown  hj  the  Japanese  in  improving  and 
building  up  their  concession  is  evidence  that  they  expect  an  early 
return  of  the  former  healthy  condition  of  trade.  Several  large  bean- 
oil  mills  have  been  erected  by  them  on  the  river  front,  and  it  is 
planned  to  connect  the  wharves  and  godowns  in  their  concession  with 
the  South  Manchurian  Railway.  Improvements  are  to  be  made  in  the 
coming  year  on  the  river  Liao  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  so  that 
junks  will  not  meet  with  the  difficulties  formerly  experienced. 

The  bankruptcy  of  the  Tung  Sheng  Ho  and  connecting  firms, 
which  occured  early  in  November,  had  a  further  injurious  effect  on 
the  trade  of  this  port.  This  failure  not  only  affected  Newchwang 
merchants,  but  those  in  other  ports  of  China  as  well.  The  bank- 
rupted firm  had  several  large  bean-oil  mills  and  a  modern  cigarette 
factory.  These  are  now  shut  down,  and  will  remain  so  until  some 
method  of  adjusting  the  failure  is  adopted. 

The  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  import  trade  in  China  has 
affected  more  than  one  large  foreign  establishment  engaged  in  the 
import  and  export  trade,  and  some  show  a  heavy  loss  incurred  during 
the  past  year.  A  ccmgested  stock  of  piece  goods  has  been  the  cause 
of  placing  more  than  one  firm  in  an  awkward  financial  position,  and 
those  who  pull  through  the  present  crisis  will  take  some  time  to 
recover. 

trade  is  slow  in   rOREIGN   GOODS,  BUT  BRISK  IN   NATIVE  PRODUCTS. 

So  far  as  regards  Manchuria,  it  is  evident  that  the  consumers  are 
purchasing  barely  sufficient  for  their  immediate  needs,  and  when 
taking  into  consideration  the  smallness  of  stocks  being  daily  shipped 
north,  one  realizes  the  poverty  which  affects  the  entire  provmce. 
During  December  from  200  to  400  large  freight  carts  arrived  daily 
from  tne  far  northern  points.  These  carts  brought  down  the  usual 
produce,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  returned  empty. 

Although  the  trade  in  foreign  goods  was  far  from  satisfactory,  the 
trade  in  native  exports  was  considered  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 
This  in  itself  seems  evidence  enough  that  the  looked  for  reaction  will 
socMtt  appear.  The  export  trade  with  native  ports  has  been  satisfac- 
tory for  two  years,  and  the  Chinese  themselves  look  upon  this  as  a 
sign  of  an  early  return  to  improved  trade  conditions.  Chinese  banks 
had  a  better  trade  than  during  the  preceding  year.  The  bankruptcy, 
of  course,  affected  some  of  them,  but  none  of  the  more  important  ones 
were  forced  to  close  as  a  result.  There  is  no  prospect  of  any  serious 
financial  trouble  among  either  Chinese  merchants  or  banks,  although 
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some  of  them  have  suffered  severely,  but  rather  there  are  now  signs 
that  they  will  be  able  in  1908  to  recover  the  lost  ground. 

BANKS  AND  CURRENCY. 

The  two  foreign  banks  here,  the  Yokohama  Specie  and  Russo- 
Chinese  banks,  have  been  hard  hit  in  the  recent  failure,  their  com- 
bined claims  aggregating  nearly  $1,000,000.  However,  if  the  adjust- 
ing of  the  bankrupt's  affairs  results  satisfactorilv  they  will  have 
nothing  to  lose.  For  several  years  the  Mexican  dollar  has  been  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence.  The  situation  has  been  improved  somewhat 
by  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank  issuing  notes  of  $1,  $5,  and  $10  denomina- 
tions, redeemable  at  par  in  Mexican  dollars.  The  Yokohama  Specie 
Bank  also  issues  local  notes  of  the  same  denomination,  but  they  are 
not  in  general  favor,  as  the  bank  itself  discounts  the  notes  4  per  cent. 
The  Mexican  dollar  has  always  been  popular  with  the  Chinese,  and 
in  time  it  is  sure  to  find  its  way  back  again.  The  main  currency 
throughout  Manchuria  still  consists  of  small  coins  in  Mexican  de- 
nominations of  10  and  20  cent  pieces,  which  have  increased  in  circu- 
lation. This  currency  was  quoted  during  the  year  at  from  8  to  20  per 
cent  discoimt  in  comparison  with  the  Mexican  dollar. 

MUNICIPAI4  IMPROVEMENTS CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE — OPIUM COAL. 

The  local  waterworks  is  well  under  way  and  the  electric-light  plant 
will  soon  be  in  operation.  Japanese  are  the  promoters  of  both 
institutions  and  have  been  ener^tic  workers  in  bringing  both  so  near 
completion.  All  the  electric-light  plant  machinery  was  manufac- 
tured in  Japan.  In  the  waterworks  it  is  proposed  to  use  American 
filters,  but  the  machinery  and  material  is  of  Japanese  manufacture. 
The  waterworks  are  to  be  established  at  Tien  Chuang  Tai  and  the 
water  is  to  be  piped  to  Newchwang,  a  distance  of  20  miles. 

The  year  1907  marked  the  establishment  of  two  important  local 
institutions,  the  Chinese  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Kuan  Kao 
Chu,  or  official  opium  bureau.  The  importance  of  the  former  is 
evidenced  in  the  fact  that  this  body  has  under  its  control  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  recent  bankruptcy^  involving  approximately 
$3,500,000.  The  opium  bureau  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 
curtailing  the  use  and  sale  of  opium,  and  so  far  has  been  successful 
in  its  purpose. 

The  question  of  coal  still  remains  an  important  item.  Practically 
all  of  the  coal  used  is  imported,  either  by  rail  or  by  steamer.  The  rail- 
ways barely  mine  enough  in  Manchuria  to  supply  their  own  needs, 
so  Newchwang  must  continue  to  look  elsewhere  for  its  supply.  The 
two  varieties  used  come  from  the  provinces  of  Honan  and  Chihli. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  steamer  coal  was  imported  from  Japan. 

MANUFACTURING,  MINING,  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

Among  manufacturing  plants  operating  in  Newchwang  were  the 
steam  bean-oil  mills  and  the  cigarette  factory.  The  bean  mills 
exported  $1,000,000  more  bean  cake  than  during  the  previous  year, 
resulting  in  increased  activity  in  the  trade  of  the  port.  The  ciga- 
rette factory  exported  to  other  ports  in  China  cigarettes  to  the  value 
of  $16,575.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  steam  bean-oil  mills,  the 
numerous  small  mills  operated  by  the  old  style  hand  method  must 
also  be  taken  into  consideration.  Although  the  combined  output  of 
these  mills  was  not  large,  still  their  products  assisted  in  placing  the 
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export  trade  on  the  satisfactory  basis  exi>erienced.  Mention  must 
also  be  made  of  the  brick  manufacturing  industry.  Although  sev- 
eral of  the  larger  kilns  shut  down  during  the  summer,  the  combined 
output  aggregated  more  than  4,000,000.  These  bricks  were  of  both 
the  red  and  gray  varieties. 

With  reference  to  mining,  the  only  information  obtainable  is  that 
of  the  jade-stone  mine  at  Hsiu  Yen,  which  produced  jade-stone  of 
an  inferior  quality  to  the  amount  of  $4,042. 

In  the  district  from  Shanhaikuan  to  Chinchow  a  75  per  cent  crop 
was  realized.  The  produce  raised  consisted  of  tall  millet,  small  mil- 
let, and  beans;  in  the  district  from  Chinchow  to  Kaopangtzu  the 
crop  realized  was  not  so  good;  only  an  average  of  60  per  cent  was 
experienced  in  tall  millet,  small  millet,  and  beans.  In  the  Haicheng 
and  Kaichow  districts  only  a  50  per  cent  crop  was  gathered,  and  in 
addition  to  the  produce  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  dry  rice  to  some 
extent  was  also  raised. 

In  the  northern  districts  less  than  a  50  per  cent  crop  was  realized ; 
this  was  due  to  no  rain  early  in  the  season  and  too  much  during  the 
harvest  season.  In  the  Kaichow  district  the  silk  crop  avera^d  a 
good  80  per  cent,  60  per  cent  of  which  has  already  been  sold,  most 
of  which,  it  is  stated,  will  find  its  way  to  America  via  Shanghai. 

VABIATIONS  IN   IMPORTS. 

In  shirtings,  American  importations  dropped  to  practically  nil, 
while  the  English  importations  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year.  In  sheetings,  gray,  plain,  the  American  importations  showed 
a  decrease  and  the  year  marked  the  formidable  competition  of  the 
Japanese  importation,  which  heretofore  had  never  been  considered 
an  important  factor.  The  Japanese  manufacturer  in  one  year  has 
pushea  himself  to  the  fore  and  the  American  exporter  of  this  article 
of  piece  goods  must  be  more  awake  to  the  situation  if  he  desires  to 
hold  his  share  of  the  trade.  In  drills,  the  American  exporter  again 
showed  a  monopoly  and  a  slight  increase  as  well.  In  jeans,  the 
American  importations  showed  a  decrease  while  the  English  importa- 
tions showed  a  large  increase,  equivalent,  in  fact,  to  the  decease  shown 
by  the  former.  A  satisfactory  showing  was  made  in  American 
importations  of  cotton  flannels,  the  increase  being  about  60  per  cent 
In  the  importation  of  Indian  cotton  yam  a  decrease  of  nearly  $500,000 
was  shown,  Hongkong  alone  showing  an  increase. 

In  copper  ingots,  slabs,  and  ore,  a  large  increase  was  shown,  but  in 
all  other  importations  of  metal  a  considerable  decrease  was  evi- 
denced. The  trade  in  building  materials  and  fittings  more  than 
doubled,  and  the  American  manufacturer  came  in  for  a  good  share 
in  this  article  of  import.  The  importation  of  candles,  and  bicycles, 
carriages,  etc.,  decreased  more  than  50  per  cent,  while  the  cigarette 
trade  showed  an  increase  of  more  than  50  per  cent.  In  clocks  and 
watches,  both  the  Grerman  and  French  manufacturers  suffered  heav- 
ily, as  the  importations  dropped  more  than  80  per  cent.  The  im- 
portation of  aniline  dyes  and  vegetable  indi^  decreased  more  than 
50  per  cent,  while  artificial  indigo  showed  an  mcrease.  Owing  to  the 
successful  floating  of  the  waterworks  and  electric-light  supply  com- 
pany, the  importations  of  electrical  materials  and  fittings  are  ac- 
counted for;  to  this  cause  can  also  be  attributed  the  large  increase 
in  importations  of  machinery  and  fittings.    A  large  decrease  in  the 
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following  articles  of  importation  was  also  shown:  Window  glass, 
graphophones,  hardware,  household  stores,  lamps  and  lamp  ware, 
soap,  stationery,  needles,  and  photographic  materials. 

INCREASED  IMPORTS  OF  ELECTRIC  SUPPLIES,  FLOUR,   KEROSENE,  AND 

LUMBER. 

The  importation  of  American  flour  increased  nearly  $150,000,  and 
has  been  the  largest  importation  so  far  experienced.  The  importa- 
tion of  American  kerosene  oil  has  never  been  larger,  and  it  is  evident 
that  both  these  articles  of  American  commerce  will  continue  to  main- 
tain the  lead.  In  matches,  the  Japanese  manufacturer  reaped  the 
benefit  of  a  more  than  100  per  cent  increase  in  that  importation.  In 
railway  plant  and  materials,  an  increase  of  more  than  50  per  cent 
was  shown.  The  importations  of  sugars  were  unsatisfactory,  an 
enormous  decrease  in  tne  white  varietv  being  experienced.  Although 
the  importations  of  timber  (soft  woodj  show  a  large  decrease,  Oregon 
pine  was  imported  to  the  amount  oi  1,800,000  square  feet  and  ex- 
ceeded the  1906  importation.  The  figures  show  no  importation  of 
American  clarified  ginseng,  and  it  is  evident  the  Chinese  made  use 
of  the  native  article  only. 

IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  values  of  the  principal 
articles  imported  into  Newchwang  for  1907: 


Articles. 


Aniseed  . 


Bicbodemar 

Books  and  charts 

Building  materials 

Candles 

Carriages,  bicycles,  etc. 

Cement 

Chinaware 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Coal 

Dyes: 

Aniline 

Indigo- 
Artificial  

Vegetable 

Vermilion 

Unclaasifled 

Electrical  materials 

Enameled  ware 

Fish  products 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruits,  dried 

Furniture 

Glass: 

Window 

Ware 

Graphophones 

Haberdashery 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bars 

Galvanized  sheets . . 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Needles 

Railway  materials. . 

IsinglasR 

Lamps 

Liquors: 

Beer  and  porter 

Wines 

Matches 

Medicines 

Metals: 

Copper,  ingots,  etc . 


Value. 


r.807 
47,286 
10,870 

4,876 
41,479 
60,668 

4,311 
n,006 
17,181  I 
12,009 
21,666 
104,893 

65,807 

194,464 
81,844 

4,186 
22,429 
20.696 
17,869 

9,809 

871,468 

13,069 

6,878 

26,462 
8,220 
2,161 
6,781 

82,784 

21,148 

14,604 

122,367 

16,007 

76,662 

6,843 

7,821 

16,768 
27,964 
112,109 
42,327 

179, 9U 


Articles. 


Metals— Continued : 

Lead 

Tin- 
Slabs  and  sheets 

Plate , 

White  metal 

Oil,  kerosene 

Paper , 

Pepper 

Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Beflned 

Candy  

Cane 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Blankets  

Chintzes  and  prints 

Olatiene 

Lastings 

Flannels 

Drills 

Handkerchiefs 

Jeans  

Poncho  cloth 

Sheetings 

Shirtings 

Thread 

Towels 

Velvets  and  velveteens. 

Yam. 


Woolen  good»— 

Blankets  and  rags . 


Cloth- 
Medium  and  habit. 

Long  ells 

Sllkgoods 

Timber: 

Hard  wood 

Softwood 

Tinfoil 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Cigarettes 

Toilet  requisites 


Value. 


16,000 

18,441 
8,087 

12,700 
638,396 
180,168 

12,079 

244.741 
96,014 

168,069 
78,096 
18,879 


27.806 

6,980 

222,000 

188,694 

76,870 

402.241 

8,406 

198,696 

9.872 

964,107 

282,262 

88,687 

13,029 

69,166 

,060,222 

19,674 

9,606 
19,882 
11,896 

6,967 

126,991 

4,888 

27,816 
98,878 
10,861 
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EXPORT  FIGURES — LOCAL   TRADE   SATISFACTORY. 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  of  Newchwang  by  articles  to 
Chinese  ports  for  1907 : 


Articles. 

Value.    1 

Articles. 

Value. 

Aases 

945,601 
1,418,480 

270,290 

275,246 

58,061 

19,870 

1,116,839 

6,019 

5,868 

8,909 

120,781  1 
83.095  1 
12,166  1 

6,242 

6,988 
54,070 

4,042 
17,009 
12,216 

7,388  1 
1 

Medicines 

$84,989 
21,878 

431,718 

nefin  cAk© 

Melon  seeds 

Beans: 

Black 

Millet: 

Kaoliang 

Green 

Small 

48,271 

Rdia)!  ffreen 

Musk 

6,899 

White 

Oil: 

Bean 

Yellow 

588,851 

Bristles 

Castor 

20,548 

Earthenware 

Sanishu 

79,363 

Fish,  salt 

Silk: 

Raw.  wild 

Ginseng: 

Nauve 

884,866 

Refuse 

192,143 

Refnse 

Wild 

Skins  and  hides: 

Cow  and  buffalo 

16,861 

Hair: 

Dressed  and  undressed 

46.768 

Horsetail 

Dog,  etc 

17,007 

Raccoon 

Tobacco: 

Cigarette,  native 

Horns,  deer 

16,575 

Jade  stone 

Leaf 

5,185 

Jute 

All  other  articles 

122,281 

Maize 

Total 

Mats,  straw 

6,019,668 

The  export  fibres  for  1907,  a  total  of  $11,783,874,  were  on  the 
whole  fairly  satisfactory,  and  but  a  slight  decrease  over  the  figures 
of  the  preceding  year  was  shown.  Considerably  more  bean  cake 
was  exported,  and  being  Newchwang's  chief  article  of  export,  much 
satisfaction  was  felt  at  the  increased  exportation.  In  1906  beans  did 
not  appear  on  the  list  of  exports  to  foreign  countries,  but  a  consider- 
able quantity  was  exported  to  Japan,  where  all  the  bean  cakes  under 
this  heading  finds  its  way.  Japan,  during  the  year,  purchased  very 
little  wild  silk,  practically  all  of  this  article  finding  its  way  to  Shang- 
hai. The  same  applies  to  the  exportation  of  bean  oil,  which  was 
mainly  exported  to  ports  in  south  China.  The  total  amount  of  wiW 
silk  exported  amounted  to  $1,086,485,  being  less  than  the  figures 
shown  during  the  previous  year. 

Duties  to  the  amount  of  $445,809  were  collected  during  the  year, 
of  which  $222,358  were  on  exports.  There  was  a  decline  in  the  total 
duties  collected  of  $167,254  as  compared  with  1906.  In  the  domestic 
and  foreign  carrying  trade  the  British  flag  was  in  the  lead  with 
$11,571,459,  followed  by  the  Japanese  flag  with  $7,057,876,  the 
Chinese  with  $4,231,470,  the  Norwegian  with  $1,330,232,  the  German 
with  $270,378,  the  French  with  $67,493,  and  the  Russian  with 
$40,787.  The  Japanese  steamers,  however,  were  in  the  lead  in  carry- 
ing exports  to  foreign  countries.  The  trade  of  British  steamers  de- 
creased 7  per  cent,  while  that  of  Japanese  steamers  increased  7  per 
cent  as  compared  with  the  trade  of  1906. 
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IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 


In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  values  of  imports  and 
exports  of  Newchwang  from  and  to  various  countries  for  1907 : 


Ck>untriefl. 

Imports: 

Exports.' 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$1,106,718 
8,794 
26,773 
15,567 
95,855 
766 
17,658 
65,664 

$5 

Hongkong  

$1,289,085 
1,290,831 
10.082 
52,243 
80.700 
25,995 

$280,602 

AuHtiia 

Japan 

6,477,027 

Belgium 

Netherlfuids 

British  India 

25 

Russia 

Dutch  Indies 

United  Kingdom 

2,179 

RoTrnt 

other  countries 

4,874 

France 

Total 

Oermany 

4,060,681 

5,764,206 

The  total  amount  of  goods  imported  at  Newchwang  in  1907  was 
$8,220,454,  of  which  $4,080,681  came  from  foreign  countries  and 
$4,139,773  from  Chinese  ports.  The  total  reexports  amounted  to 
$280,033,  leaving  a  net  total  of  $7,940,421  imports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  of  Newchwang,  by  articles, 
to  foreign  countries  for  1907: 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beancalce 

Beans 

Bones 

Fish  products 

..tons.. 
...do... 
...do... 

192.706 
15.382 
9,887 

$5,129,178 

406.558 
9,632 
4,875 
15,879  ■ 
55,372  , 
14,982 

Samshu 

Seed,  melon 

Silk,  wild 

Wool 

Sundries 

..tons.. 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 

88 

241 

4 

52 

$8,028 
19,621 
9,97« 
6,858 

Horns,  deer 

..paits.. 

874 

87,267 

Medicines 

Total 

Oil,  tKMin 

..tons.. 

154 



5, 764, 206 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  products  of  the  bean  crop  entered  very 
largely  into  the  exports,  the  three  items,  bean  cake,  h^ns,  and  bean 
oil,  making  a  total  of  $5,552,713,  leaving  only  $111,493  for  all  other 
exports.  

8AIGOX. 

By  Consul  Jacob  E.  Conner. 

The  official  import  and  export  statistics  for  French  Indo-China, 
calendar  year  1907,  will  be  published  in  January  or  February,  1909. 
following  the  usual  custom.  Advance  figures  for  the  imports  or 
Saigon  have  been  furnished  by  the  chamber  of  commerce,  an  official 
organization,  and  export  statistics  of  a  reliable  character  have  been 
secured  elsewhere. 

The  commerce  of  Saigon  exceeds  by  far  that  of  all  other  ports  of 
French  Indo-China.  It  is  the  port  of  practically  all  Cochin-China, 
Cambodia,  and  adjacent  parts  of  Laos  and  Annam.  It  exports  rice 
in  large  quantities  and  imports  textile  fabrics,  petroleum,  nour,  iron 
and  steel,  structural  material,  jute  bagging  for  rice,  etc.  Heavy 
duties  are  imposed  on  all  but  French  goods.  These  duties  fall  wim 
OTeatest  severity  upon  American  goods  which  are  subject  to  the 
French  maximum  tariff  schedules.  The  result  is  that  while  the 
goods  most  in  demand  are  just  the  goods  that  Americans  can  produce 
to  the  greatest  advantage  the  market  is  practically  closed  to  them. 

AMERICAN  FLOUR  AND  EJIROSENE — BALANCE  OF  TRADE  AGAINST  SAIOON. 

American  flour  had,  up  to  several  years  ago,  a  good  sale  here,  as 
had  also  kerosene  oil,  but  the  market  for  both  these  articles  was  for 
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a  while  practically  destroyed.  The  oil  market  is  regaining  its  lost 
ground  because  there  is  an  American  firm  here  hard  at  work  to  that 
end.  However,  Australian  flour  holds  the  market  for  that  com- 
modity, notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  duty  to  all  countries  to 
the  same  level  by  a  special  tariflf.  If  American  merchants  would 
establish  branch  houses  here,  especially  in  two  lines,  viz,  food  prod- 
ucts, including  flour  and  canned  goods,  and  the  other  handling  iron 
and  steel  structural  material  and  doing  a  general  hardware  business, 
a  flourishing  trade  could  be  built  up.  Even  with  the  handicap  of 
the  tariff  and  other  causes  the  field  is  worth  investigating.  Such 
firms  could  easily  have  as  special  advanta^s  a  superiority  and  sala- 
bility  of  goods  over  those  on  sale  here  and  far  superior  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  retail  trade. 

The  total  value-  of  exports  from  Saigon  for  the  year  1907  was 
58486,722  piasters.  If  the  piaster  had  remained  at  its  nominal  value 
of  50  cents  gold  instead  of  fluctuating  throughout  the  year,  this  would 
have  been  equal  to  $29,068,361.  As  it  is,  all  business  calculations,  as 
well  as  statistics,  are  only  conservative  estimates.  The  value  of  im- 
ports, according  to  oflScial  figures,  was  162,675,954  francs,  or  $31,- 
396,469.  The  excess  of  imports  over  exports  is  shown  by  this  to  be 
$2,328,098. 

IMPORTS. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  import 
at  Saigon  and  their  value  in  United  States  currency  for  1907 : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Animal  produote:  i 

Butter $59,316 

Caanedmeat 22,926 

Ham,  etc 26,420 

Horns 5, 306 

live  animals S4,777 

Milk- 
Pure  condensed '  28,042 

Sweetened  condensed 78, 227 

Skins,  raw  and  dri^ 44,574 

Swallow  nests 17,848 

Wax.all  kinds 76,846 

other ,  1,496 

Beverages: 

Champagne 600,861 

Brandy?: 263,076 

Cement 245,667 

Chemical  and  medical  product» 375, 117 

Clocks 84,186 

Coffee 126.754 

Dyes I  356,786 

Earthenware  and  porcelain 510, 354 

Esparto  and  manufactures  of 172,582 

Fish  products 107,249 

Flour,  all  kinds ,  2.001,158 

Fuel:  I 

Briquettes,  coal 431,483 

Coal 79, »« 

Furniture 41,668 

Glass  and  crystal 166,936 

Hats,  straw 118.444 

Hemp 114,996 

Iron  an i  steel: 

Bars,  steel 79,412 

Boilers 194,486 

CuUery 39,404 

Nails,  shoeing 74,615 

Tools 145,806 

All  other 1,634.603 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 193, 691 

Metals: 

Biamwlre 106,194 

Gold  leaf 1,751,040 

Zinc,  sheets 189,898 


Articles. 


Musical  instruments 

Oil: 

Balms 

Olive 

Aromatic 

Petroleum 

Opium,  raw , 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Perfumery,  joes  sticks 

Seeds,  all  kinds 

Soap 

Sugar: 

Coarse 

Refined 

Tanning  material 

Tea 

Textiles: 

Cotton  good»~ 

Bleached  fabrics , 

Calico , 

Colored  fabrics , 

Unbleached  fabrics 

Jute.  sacks- 
New 

Old 

Silk- 
Chinese 

Embroideries 

Various  cloth  and  clothes , 

Yam: 

Cotton- 
Spun,  dyed,  and  skeined. 

Unbleached 

Linen,  hemp  and  ramie  .... 
Tobacco: 

Cigarettes 

Manufactured 

Vegetables 

Wood: 

Manufactured  articles 

Unmanufactured 


Vahie. 


$20,202 

116,365 

89,687 

118,589 

201,197 

674,207 

1,169,904 

164,290 

1,046,616 

79,848 

227,899 

97,829 

9,072 

571,848 


786.824 

217,411 

1,875,528 

855,404 

2,181,016 
809,268 

1,541,798 
98,719 
182»6S4 


85,796 
345,952 
180,434 

230,610 
288,119 
492,791 

88,096 
109,580 
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The  principal  American  goods  on  this  market  are  petrolemn, 
lubricating  oils,  typewriters,  and  sewing  machines. 


HEAVY    EXPORTS    OF    RICE. 


The  large  preponderance  of  rice  in  the  export  trade  is  seen  in  the 
"fact  that  only  $552,583,  or  about  2  per  cent,  was  for  exports  other  than 
rice.  The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  and  destination  of  the 
rice  exported  in  1907: 


Destination. 


Hongkong 

Swatow 

Tientsin 

Foochow 

Shanghai 

Ningpo 

Philippine  Islands 
Japan 


Tons. 


429,184 
85,056 
18,615 

4,069 
47,118 

5,918 
97,285 
85.441 


Destination. 


Singapore 
Sourabaya. 
Samarang 
Reunion.. 
Europe... 

Total 


Tons. 


80,181 
49,998 
8,088 
22.  US 
214,057 


1,047,083 


The  following  table  of  exports  of  rice  for  the  last  eight  years  maj 
be  taken  as  a  safe  index  of  the  course  of  the  export  trade  of  this 
port  and  virtually  of  its  entire  commerce: 


Year. 

Tons. 

Approxi- 
mate value. 

Year. 

Tons.      '  Approxi- 
^""^       mate  value. 

[ 

1900 

727,324 
648,889 
811,516 
481,249 
700,670 

119,382,184 
17,292,891 
21,626,401 
12,825,285 
18,672,800 

1905 

400,325     $10,668,611 

1901 

1906 

668,800      14,245,446 
1,209,083)    28,515,778 

1902 

1907        

1903 

Total 

1904 

6,582,806  1  143,229,896 

The  remarkable  increase  in  the  exports  of  1907  over  those  of  the 
preceding  year  is  attributed  to  the  increased  demand  from  China 
and  the  Philippines.  This  increase,  the  most  significant  feature  of 
the  year's  commerce,  is  an  indication  of  the  importance  of  Cochin 
China  as  a  rice-producing  region,  since  less  than  one-fifth  of  its 
area  is  under  cultivation,  and  that,  too,  in  a  most  primitive  fashion. 
There  are  arable  lands  yet  imoccupied  where  machinery  could  be 
worked  with  advantage. 

EXPORTS — TRADE  WITH  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

In  the  following  table  the  principal  articles  of  export,  not  includ- 
ing rice,  and  their  weight  in  tons  are  given : 


Articles. 

Tons. 

Articles. 

Tons. 

Cardamoms 

272 

6,162 

8.856 

27,916 

2,481 

829 

233 

1,061 

Isinf  lass  .        . 

147 

Copra 

Lard '.....".'.' 

277 

Cotton,  raw 

Ma{x4> 

5,501 
987 

Fish,  dried 

Pigs number.. 

Pepper 

Pish  oil 

4.466 
122 

Gum 

RubDCT "*.        '  *  ".     ".'* 

Horns 

flhrirriTM 

110 

mdes 

Articles  exported  but  not  included  in  the  above  table  are  cattle, 
bones,  ivory,  silk,  and  cocoanut  oil.  Next  to  rice  in  value  come 
exports  of  fish  products  and  pepper.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco, 
rubber,  sugar  cane,  and  maize  are  in  an  experimental  stage,  with  feir 
promise  of  success. 
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The  declared  exports  from  Saigon  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for 
the  last  half  of  1905,  and  for  the  whole  of  1906  and  1907,  are  given 
in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cattle 

$4,257 

1,562,850 

14,825 

$34,243 

8.337,658 

807 

$10,866 

Rice 

8,461,147 
163 

Other  articles 

Total 

1,671,462 

3,872,208 

8,472,176 

Nothing  was  exported  direct  to  any  other  American  port,  though 
some  Saigon  rice  lound  its  way  to  the  United  States  via  Hongkong, 
chiefly  for  distillery  purposes.  Thus  about  11.5  per  cent  of  the 
export  trade  of  Saigon  was  with  the  Philippines,  while  the  import 
trade  was  nil. 


CARRYING  TRADE. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number,  tonnage,  nationality,  and 
the  per  cent  of  tonnage  of  American  vessels  clearing  from  this  port 
for  each  of  the  last  eight  years : 


Year. 


1900. 
1901. 
1902. 
1908. 
1904. 
1905. 
1906. 
1907. 


Description. 


I  Clearance. 

{'Number.    Tonnage. 


/Total 

\Amerlcan  . 

/Total 

\American  . 

iTotal 

(American  , 

/Total 

\Amerlcan  , 

Total 

American 

Total 

American  . 

Total , 

American  . 

Total 

American 


573 

8 

588 

10 

726 

6 

687 

24 
608 

48 
660 

35 
568 

19 
824 

19 


Per  cent  of 
American 
tonnage. 


All  but  8  of  the  824  vessels  visiting  this  port  in  1907  were  steamers. 
The  19  vessels  under  the  American  flag  were  nearly  all  Philippine 
car^o  boats  carrying  rice  to  Manila,  Cebu,  and  Iloilo.  As  practically 
nothing  was  imported  from  the  islands  and  but  little  from  the  United 
States,  these  boats  usually  came  into  port  in  ballast.  Why  should 
not  American  flour,  petroleum,  hardware,  canned  goods,  tools,  and 
machinery  be  sent  to  Manila  for  transshipment  to  Saigon  and  other 
ports  of  Indo-China  ?  This  wotdd  simply  change  the  transshipping 
point  from  Hongkong  to  Manila  and  derive  at  the  same  time  the 
advantage  of  the  low  local  rates  from  Manila  to  Saiffon. 

The  only  vessels  reachingthis  port  reg^ularly  are  tliose  of  the  three 
French  lines,  namely:  (1)  The  Messageries  Mari times,  running  from 
Marseille  to  Yokohama  and  stopping  at  Saigon  only  of  all  the  Indo- 
China  ports:  (1)  The  Chargeurs  Keunis,  from  Marseille  to  Saigon 
and  to  Haiphon*^,  in  Tonkin;  and  (3)  Messageries  Fluviales,  visitmg 
only  the  ports  of  French  Indo-China,  including  those  of  the  coast  and 
of  the  Mehong  River,  by  which  it  penetrates  far  into  the  interior. 
The  two  last-named  lines  do  a  considerable  carrying  trade  between 
ports.  The  principal  articles  in  this  commerce  are  prepared  fish, 
dried  vegetables,  vermicelli,  fresh  fniit,  pepper,  coke,  brown  sugar, 
arica  nuts,  butter,  cheese,  fresh  eggs,  fresh  beef,  cocoanut  oil,  lacque, 
gum,  bamooo,  tortoise  shell,  etc  i 
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OBSBRVATIOlfS  AND  SUOeESTIOKS. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  commerce  of  this  port  for  1907  was  the 
increase  in  exports  of  rice.  Over  97,000  tons  of  mis  went  to  the  Kiil- 
ippines.  It  may  be  added  that  shipments  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  1908  amount  to  42,623  tons,  valued  at  about  $1,000,000.  There 
was  practically  no  direct  traffic  with  any  other  American  ports  save 
in  the  shipment  of  oil.  Heavy  import  and  export  duties  are  in  force. 
Import  duties  bear  more  heavily  on  American  goods  than  on  those  of 
any  other  country  of  importance.  Export  duties  on  rice  to  Philippine 
ports^  first  quarter  1908,  have  netted  this  Government  over  $50,000. 
The  imports  most  needed  are  textiles,  especially  colored  or  printed 
cotton  piece  goods,  flour  and  other  loodstuffs,  and  steel  structural 
materials. 


SHAKGHAI. 

By  Oonsul-Genebal  Chables  Dsnby. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Shanghai  in  1907  amounted  to  $201,883,348, 
of  which  $160,380,545  were  imports  and  $41,502,803  exports.  These 
figures  do  not  include  imports  from  and  exports  to  native  ports 
valued  at  $105,022,503^  and  $19,746,835,  respectively.  In  1906  the 
total  foreign  trade  was  valued  at  $229,464,763,  the  imports  amount- 
ing to  $192,235,984  and  the  exports  $37,228,779,  while  the  imports 
from  native  ports  amounted  to  $98,106,399  and  the  exports  to  native 
ports  $28,496,625. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Shanghai  from  the  leading  foreign 
countries  during  1907  was  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States... 
Austria-Hungfary 

BeUium 

BrlBsfa  India 

Canada 

Dutch  Indies 

Franee 

Germany 

Hongkong  

Italy 


Value. 


816,189,286 

1.044.886 

4,892,648 

28,628,886 

876,988 

2,716,728 

1,498^606 

7.013,647 

22,049,299 

436,348 


Coim  tries. 


Japan  (Including  Formosa) 

Netherlands 

Ruasia 

Singapore,  etc 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom 

other  countries. 

Total 


Value. 


819.878,717 

8,129,684 

280,562 

2,487,007 

61,696 

64,388.616 

874,840 


160,880,645 


PRINCIPAL  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  leading  artides  of  import  into  and  exports  from  Shanghai 
during  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  statements : 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


Bags 

Beer  and  porter . 


Birds'  ne«tt 
BreadstuAi— Flour . 

Candles.... 

Cement 

Clocks 

Clothing 

Copper  Ingots,  etc. 
Cotton  goods; 

Cambrics 

Drills 


Value. 


8624,026 
2»,4M 
378,719 

8,903,277 
404,724 
452,996 
189,004 
267,614 

1,119,988 

771,836 
1,106.610 


Articles. 


Cotton  goodft— Continued. 

Flannels 

Handkerchiefs 

Italians 

Jeans 

Prints 


Value. 


Sheetings— 
EngliBh.... 
American  . 
Italian  .... 
Japanese.. 


8906.186 

167,861 

10,789.978 

1,110.766 

2,252,667 


249,286 

1,080,679 

486 

131,082 
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▲rUclOT. 


Cotton  goods— OontiniMd. 
Shirtings— 

EnBteh 

American 

Dntch 

T-cloth— 

English 

jAMUMOe 

Indian 

VelTets,  etc 

Yam 

Drei  and  colors 

Qinseng: 

American 

Korean 

Glaas  and  glassware 

Haberdashery 

Iron  and  steel,  mannfactores  of: 

Bar 

Cobbles 

Galvaniced 

Machinery 

Nails  and  nail  rod 

Plate  cuttings 

Railway  plants,  etc 

Sheets  and  plates 

Lamps 

Lead,  bar  and  pig 

Beans 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Breadstuffs: 

Flour 

Wheat 

Cigarettes 

Cloth 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Sheetings. 

Yam 

Kgfs. 

Furniture 

Hides 


Value. 


910,646,112 

^     827,126 

484,186 

1,224,618 

48,188 

61,010 

860,150 

27,092,155 

1.681,896 

70,526 
292,205 
874,487 
260,746 

8498,774 
827,406 
511.771 

1,404,948 
667.126 
279.588 

1,406,857 
891,986 
808,628 
460,541 


Articles. 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather. 

Matches 

OU: 


American. 

Borneo 

Sumatra.. 
Lubricating. . . 

Opium 

Paints. 

Paper 

Rice 

Seaweed 

Soap 

Spirits 

Stationery 

Stores,  hoosehold. 

Sugar 

Timber 

Umbrellas 


Value. 


Tobacco: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Tobacco 

Woolen  and  cotton  goods. 


8118,618 
81.858 
616,628 


4,455,886 

1,004,502 

756,740 

148,459 

12,942,115 

186.089 

838,607 

1,516.159 

683,791 

816,787 

270.285 

290,608 

811,785 

8,277,176 

2,825,645 

431,118 

260,415 
2,400,277 

530.449 
8,982,692 


EXPORTS. 


8103, 

1.217, 

116, 

1,682, 

287, 

1,817, 

1,998, 

9.634, 
281, 

8,877, 
460, 
102, 
201, 


Medicines 

Oil,  groundnut 

Pottery 

Rice , 

Seeds: 

Cotton 

Sesame 

Seedcake 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Cocoons 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Straw  braid 

Wool 


8148,626 

1,775,484 

606,742 

2.161,601 

183,286 
28,800 
294,977 

21,898,452 
528.285 
4.785,895 
674,802 
883,750 
111.840 


SHIPMENTS  OP  EGGS,  FANS,  FURNITURE,  TEA,  AND  WOOL. 

There  were  exported  from  China  in  1907,  260,000,000  eggs,  of 
which  Shanghai  furnished  86,198,000.  Japan  was  the  largest  buyer 
of  this  commodity^  having  taken  about  82,000,000.  The  United 
States  is  credited  with  204.000  eggs  from  all  China,  which  were  used 
in  manufacturinff.  One  or  the  curious  trades  of  China  is  the  export 
of  feathers,  which  amounted  to  13,959,733  pounds,  of  which  Shanghai 
produced  1,739,600  pounds.  The  United  States  bought  from  China 
in  1907,  503,600  pounds  of  feathers.  The  feather  and  egg  industnr 
naturally  go  together.  Every  home  in  South  China  is  a  hen  yard, 
and  every  stream  a  duck  farm.  One  of  the  most  familiar  sights  on 
the  inland  waterways  are  the  enormous  flocks  of  incubator-hatched 
ducks  being  driven  to  and  from  their  feeding  grounds  on  the  canals. 

The  export  of  fans  from  China  in  1907  numbered  68,500,000,  of 
which  Shanghai  is  credited  with  36,000,000.  The  United  States  ap- 
pears frwn  uie  Chinese  returns  as  a  buyer  of  only  312  fans,  valued  at 
$34.  As  the  fan  export  is  chiefly  to  Hongkong  the  American  market 
would  appear  to  be  supplied  from  that  port. 

In  the  manufacture  of  furniture  Shanghai  is  the  great  center  of  the 
Empire.    The  value  of  furniture  exported  in  1907  was  $97,565,  out 
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of  a  total  from  the  whole  of  China  amounting  to  $141,410.  The 
United  States  is  credited  with  $2,765  worth  in  the  year,  which  was 
probably  the  purchases  of  travelers  and  of  Chinese  living  in  America. 

The  oil  trade  of  Shanghai  is  worthy  of  note,  the  exports  amoimt- 
ing  to  31,591,733  pounds,  valued  at  $1,733,044.  The  XJtiited  States 
was  the  largest  purchaser  of  Chinese  oils  in  1907,  having  taken 
9,333,333  poimds,  of  the  value  of  $458,990,  which  does  not  include  a 
great  quantity  shipped  from  Hongkong. 

Shanghai  being  the  center  of  the  silk  growing  and  weaving  district, 
the  exports  of  silk  naturally  exceed  those  of  all  other  ports.  In  1907 
the  shipments  of  raw  and  manufactured  silks  from  Shanghai 
amounted  to  9,646,667  pounds.  The  value  of  raw  white  silk  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States  in  1907  was  $4,172,889. 

The  camel's-wool  export  of  China  is  an  interesting  item,  but  one 
of  no  great  importance.  The  total  shipments  for  1907  amounted 
to  2,962,000  pounds,  which  went  almost  entirely  to  England,  the 
United  States  being  credited  with  only  1,867  pounds,  valued  at  $329. 
This  wool  comes  from  the  plains  of  Mongolia,  where  large  herds  of 
camels  are  used  by  the  nomads,  not  only  m  their  own  travels,  but  in 
the  regular  trade  between  China  and  Siberia.  The  export  of  sheep's 
wool  IS  almost  entirely  taken  by  the  United  States.  Of  35,582,933 
pounds  exported  in  1907, 27,390,933  pounds  went  to  the  United  States, 
Japan  being  the  next  largest  purchaser,  with  5,066,667  pounds. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  at  Shanghai  to  the  United  States 
during  the  past  three  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


Albumen . . 
Antimony . 
Bristles. 


Camphor 

Cotton,  and  manufacture  of: 

Haw 

DrilLs 

Sheetings 

Feathers 

Furs,  dressed 

Hats. 


197,856 
16,605 
14,270 


3,872 


Hides 

Household  effects . 

Iron,  piff. 

Mats  and  robes 

Musk 

Nuts,  gall 

Oil: 
Nut. 


Wood 

Rhubarb 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Waste 

Wild 

Skins: 

Dog 

Goat 

Rheep  

Weasel 

Straw  braid 

Tea. 


14,429 

18,661 

7,281 

100,443 

10,872 

968 

68,766 

76,100 

61,867 


Wax 

Wool 

Other  articles . 


18,621 
22,828 

;,  864, 445 

6,611 

50,703 

9,085 

236,977 

1.660 

,238,182 

4,048 

4.886 

574.675 

!,  946, 214 


870.384 
168,737 


Total 13,491,681     14.906,171 


1906. 


9141,581 
16,187 
6,948 


8,935 


80.111 
20,071 
54,068 
408,742 
36,168 
2,860 
61,043 
88,468 
.26,660 

121,090 
6,080 
62,276 

5,486,668 

6,718 

10,416 

2,897 

211,214 

16,749 

1,763,679 

21,187 

2,221 

999.200 

2,502,627 

774 

2,000,767 

809,725 


1907. 


$167,472 
81,690 
16,898 
14,991 

814 
76,850 

119,106 
86,980 
26,626 
64.773 

286,646 
26,312 

167,691 
92,987 
76,788 
52,742 

47,948 
17, 167 
21,146 

6,844,871 

1.910 

79,706 

8,241 

298,835 

5,178 

1,208,025 

86,467 

64,991 

644,744 

8,424,767 

16,891 

491.148 

767,687 


15,247,816 
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TEENTSrN". 

By  Onsul-Genebal  James  W.  Ragsdalb. 

The  returns  of  1907  show  a  decided  falling  off  in  Chinese  trade, 
yet  when  compared  with  the  returns  of  Newchwang,  Chefoo,  and 
other  ports  in  the  Empire  there  is  much  to  be  said  m  favor  of  tie 
conditions  at  Tientsin.  Here  no  great  failures  have  occurred,  though 
some  of  the  largest  export  firms  who  purchased  largely  during  the 
first  part  of  the  year  when  exchange  was  high  have  suffered  severe 
losses.  The  local  banks  are  strong  and  show  inclination  to  assist  in 
keeping  matters  from  reaching  a  crisis. 

The  failures  of  several  firms  in  Newchwang  in  sums  reaching  many 
millions  has  brought  about  a  state  of  affairs  never  before  experienced 
in  this  part  of  China.  The  effect  of  these  failures  has  been  felt  here 
and  has  made  matters  worse  than  they  would  have  been  otherwise. 
Then  again  the  recent  fall  in  silver,  following  a  long  period  of  high 
exchange,  and  the  consequent  depreciation  of  copper  coins  (a  Mexi- 
can doUar  being  worth  140  copper  cents)  has  added  much  to  the 
confusion  and  uncertainty.  There  are,  however,  better  prospects 
for  the  near  future.  The  warehouses  are  nearly  empty  and  must  be 
refilled  to  meet  the  demands.  Native  products  are  cheaper,  and  with 
the  ruling  low  exchange  can  be  purchased  at  figures  that  will  meet 
the  depreciated  prices  m  America  and  Europe. 

IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  at  Tientsin  in  1906  and  1907  are 
shown  m  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


1907. 


Cigarettes thousand.. 

Clocks value.. 

Cotton  goods:  i 

Chintzes,    plain     and  | 
prints pieces.. 

Drills- 
American  do 

Japanese do ' 

Handkerchiefs  .dozen. . [ 

Italians— Plain. pieces. . ; 

Lastings—  i 

Plain do.... 

Figured do — 

Sheetings—  | 

Amenoan do — i 

British do.. ..I 

Shirtings—  i 

American do — I 

British do.... 

Dutch do  — 

T-cloth— 

British do.... 

Japanese do — 

Turkey  red- 
Cambrics  do 

Shirtings do 

Yam—  ^ 

British plcuUr 

Chinese do — 

Indian do.... 

Japanese do — 


864,504 
1166,987 


821,042 

602,896 
158,248 
130,862 
829,497 

88,806 
216,662 

1,977,094 
91,565 

1,000 
826,166 
79,182 

247,296 
186,240 

42,435 
109,180  I 

10,872  I 
15.788  I 
204.094 
129,272 


296,068 
$154,250 


888,656 

K^,941 

218,706 

75,512 

299,662 

9,255 
59,446 

1,204,144 
71,667 

8.000 

1,183,385 

54,261 

238,559 
78,520 

66.767 
118,490 

15,940 

18.148 

188,548 

102,848 


ArUcles. 


Dre,  aniline value. . 

Flour: 

Foreign piculs. . 

Native do 

Glass, window...  boxes.. 

Machinery value.. 

Matches gross.. 

Metals: 

Copper      ingots     and 
slabs piculs.. 

Quicksilver do.... 

Steel do 

Tinned  plates do 

Mining  gear value. . 

Needles thousand.. 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American gallons. . 

Sumatra do 

Borneo do — 

Paper piculs. 

Railway  materials,  value. 

Seaweed piculs. . 

Silk  and  cotton  ribbons, 

value 

Sugar value.. 

Timber: 

Beams board  feet. . 

Planks do 

Railway  ties do. . . . 

Watches value. . 


1906. 


1501,975 

223,486 

444,857 

62,781 

$801,640 

4,190,797 


21,188 
275 
28,643 
25,785 
$136,709 
772,872 

5.067,599 

12.422,579 

1,973,821 

83,229 

$2,199,288 

78,481 

$236,291 
$914,773 

40,068,925 

16,804,989 

1,513,374 

$906,462 


1907. 


$364,253 

922,845 

240,582 

46.999 

$879,793 

5,244.725 


10,889 
187 
20.185 
68,016 
$13,581 
896,926 

11,689,848 

9,858.689 

1,847,647 

56.041 

$2,989,596 

74,614 

$482,878 
$577,239 

39,233,848 

6.651,608 

882,546 

$212,817 


COTTON  GOODS,  FLOUR,  AND  KEROSENE. 

Of  these  principal  articles  of  import  three-fourths  of  the  entire 
number  show  a  decrease  in  1907  as  compared  with  the  imports  of  1906. 
Exports  are  better,  the  articles  that  have  decreased  numbering  only  6, 
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as  against  10  that  show  an  increase.  The  falling  off  in  the  import  of 
cotton  goods  is  heavy,  the  only  kinds  that  show  an  increase  being 
American  and  English  shirtings,  chintzes,  and  Japanese  drills.  The 
imports  of  machinery,  tinned  plates,  and  railway  materials  of  all 
kinds  have  increased,  but  otherwise  the  importation  of  metals  has 
decreased. 

A  gratifying  increase  is  shown  in  the  importation  of  American 
flour.  In  1905  only  11,327  piculs  (picul= 133^  pounds)  were  imported, 
as  against  223,486  piculs  in  1906  and  922,845  piculs  in  1907.  Another 
strimng  increase  m  importation  is  that  of  American  kerosene  oil, 
11,689,639  gallons  coming  into  port  in  the  vear  1907,  as  against 
6,067,599  gallons  in  1906.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  importation  of  Sumatra  oil  of  2,563,940  gallons,  and  of  Borneo 
oil  126,177  gallons. 

The  decrease  in  the  importation  of  opium  from  272  piculs  in  1906 
to  150  piculs  in  1907  is  worthy  of  note.  It  shows  that  the  Government 
is  making  headway  in  the  effort  to  suppress  the  opium  traffic. 

The  gross  value  of  imports  received  in  Tientsin  in  1907  was 
$64,707,953,  against  $71,547,229  in  1906. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906, 
and  1907  appear  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


BrisUefl... 
Cabrettas. 


rloi 

Hair: 

Hone 

Homan 

Inteetines,  sheep . 
Jute. 


$420,997 
29,082 


Mats  and  rugs: 

Dogskins 

Goatskins 

Skins  and  hides: 

Qoat,  untanned 

Marmot 

Sheep,  tanned  and  untanned  . 

Slink 

Weasel 

Another 

Straw  braid 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


10,348 

55,142 

25.819 

3,155 

105,226 

48,598 
104.561 

910,199 

42,293 

216,253 

2.986 

4,039 

18,693 

83,483 

!,  561, 962 

39,450 


$678,246  ' 

28,842 

2,692 


I 


Total 4,682,186  6,261,644  6,010,884 


114,018 
1,384 
5,549  I 
78,098  I 
I 
121,578  ! 
163,801 

1,130,796 

19,994 

311,055 

25,590 

5,830 

16,691 

258,018 

3,316,520 

83,052 


$790,681 
41,838 
15,411 


101,879 
5,908 
18,506 
64,618 

68,948 
110,843 

1.466,128 

85,026 

285,640 

17,147 

19,430 

8,609 

76,866 

2,874,326 

15,689 


In  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  the  most  notable  de- 
creases in  1907  as  compared  with  1906  are  $442,194  in  wool  and 
$181,648  in  straw  braid.  Other  articles  that  suffered  a  marked  de- 
crease are  dog  and  g:oat  skin  mats  and  rugs  and  tsmned  sheepskins. 
There  was  a  substantial  gain  in  exports  of  bristles  and  untanned  goat 
and  sheep  skins. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  PARCEL-POST  SERVICE. 

American  merchants  appear  to  be  handicapped  in  competing  with 
European  merchants  for  the  want  of  a  parcel-post  service.  By  every 
steamer  tons  of  parcels  reach  Tientsin  from  European  countries  in 
packages  from  1  to  11  pounds,  but  parcels  are  rarely  received  from 
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America  because  of  the  4rpound  limit  The  express  and  steamship 
companies  occasionally  condescend  to  carry  packages  weighing  from 
5  to  20  pounds,  but  the  charges  are  prohibitive.  Many  thousands  of 
dollars  that  now  go  to  European  countries  could  probably  be  diverted 
to  America  if  our  postal  laws  permitted  equal  competiti<m. 


T8INGTAU. 

By  CJONSUL  Wilbur  T.  Gracey. 

The  year  1907  was  a  quiet  one  for  the  German  colony  of  Kiaochow. 
The  economic  conditions  have  been  unfavorable  throughout  the  en- 
tire East,  and  local  trade  has  shown  some  discouraging  signs.  The 
money  crisis  in  America,  the  overstocking  of  the  China  markets  with 
woolen  and  cotton  goods,  the  lack  of  rain,  resulting  in  poor  crops,  and 
the  decreased  purchasing  power  of  the  natives  of  Shantung  Province, 
as  well  as  the  decline  in  silver,  have  all  had  their  effect  on  trade  con- 
ditions in  this  port. 

TRADE  FOb  THB  YEAR. 

The  total  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Tsingtau  in  1906 
was  $30,512,381  haikwan  taels  (average  value  haikwan  tael=:80 
cents)  or  $24,409,905.  In  1907  the  total  value  advanced  to  34,080,968 
haikwan  taels  (average  value  of  tael=$0.831)  or  $28,321,284.  Of  this 
total  28,639,889  haikwan  taels  was  represented  by  the  trade  of  foreign 
vessels  and  5,442,879  taels  by  the  trade  of  native  vessels  and  junks. 
The  imports  of  foreign  goods  in  1906  amounted  to  16,940,667  haikwan 
taels  ($13,552,534)  and  16,416,053  haikwan  taels  ($13,641,740)  in 
1907,  showing  a  decline  in  tael  value  of  3  per  cent,  but  an  increase  of 
seven- tenths  of  1  per  cent  in  the  gold  value. 

The  exports  to  foreign  coimtries  amounted  to  3,526,093  haikwan 
taels  ($2,820,874)  in  1906  and  883,550  haikwan  tatels  ($734,230)  in 
1907,  a  decrease  of  75  per  cent  on  the  tael  value  and  74  per  cent  on  the 
gold  value.  This  apparent  decline  is  explained  by  the  commissioner 
of  customs  to  be  due  to  the  nondeclaration  by  shippers  of  the  ultimate 
destination  of  goods  shipped  via  Shanghai,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
decline  is  compensated  for  by  the  mcreased  value  of  exports  to 
Chinese  ports,  principally  Shanghai,  which  in  1906  was  4,944,821 
haikwan  taels  ($3,955,857)  and  9,647,066  haikwan  taels  ($8,016,711) 
in  1907,  an  increase  of  4,702,245  haikwan  taels  ($4,060,854),  or  95  per 
cent  on  the  tael  value  and  103  per  cent  on  the  gold  value. 

IMPORTS. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  articles  of  imports 
at  Tsingtau  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bflm.  finmnv , . .  - 

number. . 

78,798 

163,894 

9,210 

18,6S6 

06,066 

188,660 

^r5r!-?""-j^— 

gran.. 

117,748 

Ck»l...'. 

tons. . 

16,510 

Cotton  goods: 
Chintzefl  and  Diints 

pieces.. 

25,792 

Drill*- 
ATin6Hc9.n  , 

do,... 

19.817 

Snglish            

do.... 

11,612 

Japanese 

do.... 

22,480 

12,600 
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Articles. 


Ck)tton  goods— Continued. 
Italians- 
Plain  pieces. 

Figured do... 

Jeans- 
American do... 

English do... 

Lastings— 

Plain do... 

Figured do... 

Lawns do... 

Printed  drills,  twUls,  etc do... 

Sheetings- 
American do... 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

Shanghai do... 

Shirtings- 
Plain  white do... 

Gray do... 

Turkey  red do... 

T-cloth do... 

Yam— 

Bnelish cwt. 

Indian do... 

Japanese do . . . 

Shanghai do... 

Dyes  ana  colors: 

Aniline value. 

ndigo,  chemical cwt. 

Logwood  extract do... 

Fans,  palm-leaf number. 

Glass,  window boxes. 

Matches: 

Japanese gross. 

European do... 

Metals: 

Copper  ingots  and  Blabs cwt. 

O Id  horseshoes do... 

Mining  material value. 

Needles thousand. 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American gallons. 

Russian do... 

Sumatra do... 

Opium cwt. 

Paper do... 

Railway  material , value. 

Sugar cwt. 


1906. 


164,469 
84,618 


58,217 

7,501 

137,912 

6,638 

8,104 

511.478 
84,816 
28,540 


49,286 
488,020 

39,988 
414,019 

400 

62,753 

192,887 

4.541 

tU4,896 
15,625 


1907. 


449,000 
14,802 

2,996,885 


9,075 

27,439 

$280,027 

844,510 

3,368,956 

73,700 

1,131,380 

139 

29,044 

S274.798 

174,684 


INCREASE  IN  KEROSENE. 


170,767 
38,747 

6,560 
54.189 

7,484 

109,947 

16,044 

6,527 

276,220 
42,850 
17,160 
8,640 

46,215 
383,101 

39,264 
246,179^ 

760 
U4,367 
114,625 
61,769 

8137,372 

19,680 

820 

1,215.980 

3.925 

2,428,286 
125 


57,614 

8808,705 

388.050 

4,601,893 


1,696.690 

188 

22,989 

160.773 

249,242 


Of  the  imports  the  principal  interest  seems  to  be  centered  in  kero- 
sene oil,  and  it  appears  that  Tsingtau  will  soon  become  the  distribu- 
ting point  for  this  product  for  most  of  Shantung  Province.  The 
Asiatic  Petroleum  Company  has  started  the  instaUation  of  a  large 
tank,  while  the  Standard  Oil  Company  is  erecting  larger  tanks,  and 
has  already  completed  the  largest  oil  warehouse  in  the  province.  The 
importation  of  American  kerosene  rose  from  3,368,956  gallons  in  1906 
to  4,601,893  gallons  in  1907,  while  the  Sumatra  product  rose  from 
1,131,380  gallons  to  1,696,690  gallons  in  the  same  time. 

Of  other  imported  goods  the  following  show  increase  over  the 
previous  year:  Sheetings,  English,  25  per  cent;  drills,  English,  19,455 

{rieces;  drills,  Indian,  11,612  pieces;  jeans,  Ajnerican,  6,560  pieces; 
awns,  9,406  pieces;  chintzes,  38  per  cent;  Italian,  10  per  cent;  turkey 
red,  17,240  pieces;  cotton  yam,  Indian,  82  per  cent;  cotton  yam, 
Shanghai,  1^00  per  cent;  gunny  bags,  69  per  cent;  aniline  dyes,  18 
per  cent;  chemical  indigo,  25  per  cent;  palm-leaf  fans,  766,980  pieces; 
sugar,  brown,  40  per  cent;  sugar,  white,  56  per  cent. 
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A  decrease  is  shown  in  gray  shirtings  of  104,919  pieces,  or  24  per 
cent;  American  sheetings,  235,258  pieces,  or  45  per  cent;  Japanese 
sheetings,  6,380  pieces,  or  21  per  cent;  American  drills,  36^^81  pieces, 
or  64  per  cent;  Japanese  drills,  9,880  pieces,  or  44  per  cent;  English 
jeans,  4,025  pieces,  or  7  per  cent;  T-cloths,  152,262  pieces,  or  46  per 
cent;  T-dotns,  Japanese,  17,810  pieces,  or  32  per  cent;  T-cloths, 
printed,  15,478  pieces,  or  18  per  cent;  figured  lastings,  27,938  pieces, 
or  20  per  cent;  Japanese  cotton  yam,  58,696  piculs,  or  40  per  cent; 
and  brass  buttons,  36,146  gross,  or  23  per  cent. 

COAL,  SUGAK,  YAKN,  AND  SHIKTINGS. 

All  coal  imported  here  during  the  year  was  from  Germany,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  shipment  from  Japan  and  5,000  tons  from 
Cardiff.  There  appears  to  be  a  steady  increase  in  sugar  from  Hong- 
kong refineries,  brown  sugar  being  most  in  demand,  though  the  white 
sugar  and  candy  are  being  largely  consimied.  This  is  one  of  the  few 
imports  which  is  purchased  on  the  Tsingtau  market,  most  of  the  other 
imports  bein^  purchased  in  Shanghai  and  shipped  through  Tsingtau 
for  transmission  to  the  interior  over  the  Shantung  Railway. 

Japanese  yam  predominates  on  the  market,  as  other  f orei^i  firms 
can  not  compete  with  the  direct  trade  which  is  going  on  between 
the  Chinese  consumer  in  the  interior  and  the  Japanese  manufacturer. 
It  seems  probable  that  this  direct  trade  will  increase  in  the  future, 
as  the  Chinese  merchants  become  more  familiar  with  this  method  of 
business.  Matches  are  also  supplied  by  Japan  in  large  quantities. 
Window  glass  and  mining  materials  come  almost  entirely  from  Ger- 
many, and  are  purchased  through  local  German  firms. 

The  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  shirtings,  drills,  jeans,  etc.,  is 
attributed  to  the  shortage  of  money  among  the  native  buyers  and  con- 
sumers, and  to  the  great  difference  in  exchange  between  the  Kliaochow 
tael  and  the  cash,  me  latter  being  the  currency  actually  disbursed  in 
the  interior.  The  exchange  between  the  Kiaochow  tael  and  the  cash 
in  1906  was  at  the  rate  whereby  2,400  cash  would  purchase  one  Kiao- 
chow tael,  or  its  equivalent  value  in  goods,  while  3,200  cash  were 
necessary  in  1907. 

EXPORTS. 

Following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  principal  articles  of  export 
from  Tsin^u  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articlen. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bean  cake 

....cwt.. 

19,173 

6,037 

Silk: 

Beans,  green 

...do.... 

797 

627 

Raw- 

Bristles 

...do.... 

1,680 

1,625 

White 

...cwt.. 

85 

Coal 

...tons.. 

10,877 

8,648 

Yellow 

..do.... 

1,448 

8,957 

Cuttlefish 

....cwt.. 

891 

883 

Wild 

..do.... 

289 

629 

Dates,  black 

...do.... 

4,608 

28,325 

Refuse  or  waste 

..do.... 

8,732 

2,016 

Fmit,  fresh,  nndassed. . 

...do.... 

12,012 

8,528 

Pongees,  Shantung . . 

..do.... 

361 

3,313 

Glassware 

...do.... 

2,368 

2,193 

Skins: 

Groundnuts 

...do.... 

10,000 

7,900 

FurSjTUgs— 

Shelled 

...do.... 

7,235 

.pieces.. 

8,870 

138 

mdes 

...do.... 

6,097 

14,001 

Goat 

..do.... 

72,867 

166,690 

Medicines 

...do.... 

6,469 

8,647 

Straw  braid 

...cwt.. 

84,276 

88,266 

OU: 

Tallow,  animal 

..do.... 

1,427 

2,421 

Bean 

...do.... 

101 

Timber,     planks,     soft 

wood. 

Groundnut 

...do.... 

7,660 

12,357 

pieces 

371 

Opium,  native 

Pears,  fresh 

...do.... 

6 

Vegetables,  fresh 

Walnuts 

...cwt.. 

24,792 

19,866 

...do.... 

821 

7,328 

..do.... 

436 

813 

Persimmons 

...do.... 

2,814 

824 

Wool,  sheep's 

..do.... 

661 

1,066 

Seed,  melon 

...do.... 

6,780 

4,619 
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The  exportation  of  bean  cake  and  bean  oil  showed  a  considerable 
decrease  auring  the  year,  due  to  the  poor  crop  of  beans  in  1906  and  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  a  large  output  of  bean  oil  in  that  year  and 
considerable  gambling  on  the  market. 

STRAW   BRAID   LARGELY   TAKEN   BY   UNITED   STATES. 

The  straw-braid  business  of  Shantunfi;  Province  has  been  almost 
entirely  diverted  to  Tsingtau.  During  me  year  8,952  packages  were 
invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  America,  valued  at  $753,289  gold.  It 
must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  these  figures  represent  the  total 
of  straw-braid  shipments  from  this  district  to  the  United  States,  as 
much  of  the  local  oraid  is  shipped  to  Shanghai  and  is  there  trans- 
shipped to  America,  securing  its  consular  documents  at  the  latter  port 
and  appearing  as  Shan^ai  exports. 

Straw  braid  is  the  principal  export  from  this  port,  and  the  trade 
was  largely  affected  by  the  financial  condition  in  America,  the  United 
States  being  one  of  the  largest  consumers.  Straw-braid  merchants 
state  that  during  the  year  38,000  packages  were  purchased  by  Tsing- 
tau merchants  at  a  cost  of  approximately  1,750,000  taels,  or  $1,454,250. 
The  export  of  braid,  as  given  by  the  customs,  was  83,265  hundred- 
weight in  1907,  against  ^,275  hundredweight  in  the  previous  year. 

Of  other  exports,  black  dates  show  an  increased  exportation  of  500 
per  cent;  hides,  175  per  cent;  silk,  raw  yellow,  173  per  cent;  pongees, 
800  per  cent;  animal  tallow,  70  per  cent,  and  goatskins,  129  per  cent 

SILK  BUSINESS — ^EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exporting  of  silk  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  native  mer- 
chants and  does  not  come  on  the  local  market  to  any  considerable 
extent,  being  shipped  by  native  dealers  to  the  Shanghai  market,  where 
it  is  purchased  for  exj)ortation.  The  exportation  of  pongees  from 
Changee,  a  place  which  is  a  day's  journey  irom  Weihsien  on  the  Shan- 
tung Kailway,  has  increased  considerably,  the  exportation  throu^ 
Tsingtau  having  increased  about  800  per  cent,  though  only  small 
quantities  come  here  as  yet,  which  are  transported  to  the  Shanghai 
market.  Most  of  the  Changee  pongees  find  their  way  overland  by 
the  old  established  trade  routes  to  Chefoo,  where  they  are  sold  for 
export.  The  business  in  hides,  goatskins,  and  bristles  is  a  growing 
one,  but  during  1907  much  speculation  in  this  class  of  goods  took  place 
and  resulted  in  the  failure  of  one  large  foreign  firm,  the  depressed 
market  in  the  United  States  also  contributing  to  this  failure. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  declared  exports  from 
Tsingtau  to  the  United  States  for  1907: 


Articles. 


Braid,  straw 

Bristle 

Hay 

Household  goods. 


Value. 


1753,290 

1,276 

29,944 


Articles. 

Value. 

Hides 

S731 

Skins,  goat . . 
Total.. 

928 

786,607 

SHIPPING — DOCKS — NEW  FIRMS. 


During  1907,  497  steamers,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  551,963, 
called  at  Tsingtau,  against  425  ships  of  476,646  registered  tons  in 
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1906.    The  German  flag  was  in  the  lead,  as  the  following  statement 
shows: 


Flair. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Flag. 

Shipa. 

Tonnage. 

GcmiAn 

282 
128 
61 

800,668 
147,902 
67,286 

Norwegian 

19 
5 

2 

18,768 

British 

ChineM 

Russian 

4,382 

Japanese. 

4,011 

The  16,000-ton  floating  dock  at  Tsingtau  was  occupied  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  days  during  the  year,  during  which  time  16 
men-of-war  were  docked  and  4  merchant  vessels.  The  dock  employs 
14  Europeans ;  the  skilled  workmen  have  averaged  25  per  day,  and  the 
Chinese  workmen  1,000  per  day  during  the  year.  The  150- ton  crane 
at  the  dockyard  is  run  by  electricity,  and  during  the  year  raised  its 
maximum  weight. 

During  the  year  9  new  foreign  firms  have  been  re^stered,  of  which 
6  are  branches  of  large  Asiatic  companies.  In  addition,  3  American 
firms  have  started  here  during  the  year.  A  British  consular  agent 
has  been  appointed  and  received  his  exequatur,  and  a  Russian  mer- 
chant consul  has  been  appointed. 

TRANSPORTATION,   MINING,  AND   HARBOR  REGULATIONS. 

The  Shantung  Railway  has  increased  its  business  by  about  9  per 
cent.  There  were  carried  in  all  about  886,000  passengers  and  393,800 
tons  of  freight.  The  line  runs  from  Tsingtau  to  Tsinanfu,  the  capital 
of  the  Provmce  of  Shantung,  a  distance  of  256  miles. 

The  Shantung  Mining  Company  raised  at  Fangtse  145,000  tons  of 
coal,  against  163,223  tons  in  the  previous  year,  a  falling  off  of  about 
11  per  cent  due  to  an  accidental  explosion  in  August,  which  killed  a 
large  number  of  workmen  and  stopped  work  for  some  weeks.  The 
company  raised  at  the  Poshan  mines  34,200  tons  of  coal  during  1907, 
against  7,136  tons  in  November  and  December,  1906,  an  increase  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  mine  was  only  opened  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
preceding  year.  Some  new  machinery  arrived  and  was  put  up  in 
1907,  and  an  increased  output  is  expected  in  1908. 
^  No  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  harbor,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  best  harbor  in  the  East,  though  the  construction  of 
a  special  mole  for  unloading  kerosene  has  been  oe^n.  The  construc- 
tion of  large  warehouses  has  been  started  and  will  be  completed  in 
1908. 

Previous  to  the  year  1907  shipping  lying  outside  the  harbor  limits 
and  discharging  in  the  open  roaastead  paid  lower  port  charges  than 
that  which  came  alongsioe  the  wharves.  This  was  found  to  be  detri- 
mental to  the  harbor,  and  in  consequence  new  regulations  were  made 
whereby  a  imiform  charge  is  made  whether  the  steamer  anchors  in 
the  roadstead  or  comes  alongside  the  wharf. 

LOCAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  considerable  nmnber  of  new  macadamized  roads  have  been  made 
during  the  year,  especially  notable  being  the  one  running  to  the 
harbor.  Several  new  roads  have  been  opened  and  are  under  construc- 
tion near  the  harbor,  which  is  expected  in  future  to  be  the  great 
manufacturing  and  wholesale  distnct. 
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A  large  public-school  building  of  granite  has  been  completed,  and 
work  has  been  beffun  on  an  officers'  clubhouse.  Improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  oarracks,  several  new  buildincs  having  been  com- 
pleted. A  general  civil  hospital  has  been  completed  and  opened  to 
the  public.  Arrangements  are  being  made  by  Americans  to  acquire 
property  for  schools  and  residences,  and  the  German  Government 
has  Degun  the  construction  of  a  higher  grade  school  for  Chinese. 

An  important  government  contract  that  has  been  given  out  during 
the  year  was  for  12  kilometers  (kilometer=0.62  mue)  of  pipne  line 
and  a  pumping  station  for  waterworks  at  Li-tsun,  as  an  extension  of 
the  present  water-supply  station.  Work  on  a  larger  reservoir  has 
been  pushed  f orwara  during  the  year,  and  the  stonework  is  nearing 
completion. 

EEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  HONGKONG. 

By  Consul-Geneeal  Amos  P.  Wildeb. 

A  review  of  the  year  1907  in  commerce  and  trade  operations  in 
Hongkong  reveals  as  a  dominant  factor  the  activity  of  the  Japanese. 
While  the  volume  of  shipping  was  never  so  large,  there  was  more  or 
less  falling  off  in  the  operations  of  ocean-going  craft  under  all  of 
the  16  flags  except  the  Japanese.  In  1867  British  shipping  amounted 
to  700,000  tons  and  foreign  shipping  to  500,000  tons,  of  which 
100,000  tons  was  German.  The  Japanese  flag  was  not  at  that  date 
seen  in  Hongkong,  and  it  was  not  until  about  1879  that  its  activities 
began  to  be  recorded.  Japanese  shipping  received  its  first  real  im- 
petus in  1894,  coincident  with  the  Cnma-Japan  war,  and  developed 
rapidly  until  1903,  when  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  with  Russia 
gave  its  progress  a  check.  It  dropped  from  a  total  of  1,050,000  tons 
at  Hongkong  to  40,000,  but  after  the  close  of  the  war  it  rapidly  in- 
creased, and  reached  a  total  of  1,150,000  tons  in  1907. 

JAPANESE  SHIPPING — ^DEPRESSION  IN  TRADE. 

The  actual  number  of  individual  ocean-going  steamers  of  Euro- 
pean construction  entering  the  port  of  Hon^ong  in  1907  was  800,  of 
which  362  were  British  and  438  non-British.  Of  these  438  non- 
British,  111  were  Japanese,  as  compared  with  68  the  previous  year; 
and  whereas  Japanese  ocean-going  ships  made  only  298  entries  into 
this  harbor  in  1906,  in  1907  they  entered  534  times,  and  correspond- 
ing tonnage  increased  from  640,715  to  1,126,517.  From  Formosa 
came  86  ships  of  78,473  tons,  with  crews  of  5,178.  Japanese  ships 
hold  an  important  advantage  over  other  vessels  in  that  they  are 
more  economically  operated  owing  to  the  low  wages  paid  their 
crews,  and  besides  they  enjoy  government  subsidies. 

The  imports  of  raw  sugar  for  the  Hongkong  refineries  fell  off 
nearly  200,000  tons  in  1907.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  increased 
activity  of  the  Japanese  refineries.  It  is,  however,  believed  that  this 
sharp  competition  will  be  checked  by  the  refusal  of  Japanese  tax- 
payers to  grant  subsidies  or  their  equivalent  to  the  great  corpora- 
tions. The  inevitable  increase  of  wages  in  Japan  wifl  also  tend  to 
equalize  competition  in  commercial  enterprise. 

Trade  in  general  has  been  disappointing  ever  since  the  close  of 
1904,  and  1907  was  no  exception.    Exchange  fluctuated,  with  a  range 
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of  20  per  cent  during  the  year.  The  opium  industry  has  been  affected 
by  the  reform  movement,  and  as  the  imports  into  Hongkong  are 
worth  over  $20,000,000  ^old,  and  transportation,  insurance,  employ- 
ment^ and  a  fourth  of  me  official  revenue  of  the  colony  are  related 
to  this  industry,  there  has  been  far-reaching  unrest  in  this  quarter. 

Periodic  famine  and  flood  also  added  to  the  depression.  One  of  the 
two  principal  Manila  transportation  lines  reports  a  falling  off  of  some 
$50,000  in  the  earnings  of  its  two  boats,  owing  to  a  scarcity  of 
freight  and  passengers.  The  consuming  power  of  the  Chinese  seems 
to  be  lessened,  attributed  by  some  to  the  decay  of  the  tea  industry, 
with  less  money  coming  in  rrom  abroad. 

RECENT  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Notwithstanding  the  decrease  in  trade,  the  colony  is  carrying  on 
large  operations  with  the  characteristic  persistence  of  Britons.  The 
colonial  section  of  the  Honffkong-Canton  Railway  is  proving  more 
expensive  than  was  expected,  owmg  to  a  tunnel  a  mile  and  a  third 
long.  The  estimate  is  now  $5,000,000  cold  for  22  miles.  The  Chi- 
nese with  English  engineers  are  at  work  on  their  section  of  70  miles, 
which  requires  two  bridges  of  1,200  and  1,000  feet,  respectively.  It 
is  promised  that  three  years  will  see  trains  in  operation.  With  so 
much  money  invested,  there  will  be  an  imperative  demand  for  a  con- 
nection from  Canton  to  Hankow,  700  miles  to  the  north.  This  Can- 
ton-Hankow Railway  is  now  exclusively  in  Chinese  hands,  headed  by 
Sir  Chentung  Liung  Cheng,  ex-Chinese  minister  to  Washington. 
This  excellent  administrator  evinces  appreciation  of  American  skill 
and  equipment  in  his  preliminary  work. 

The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  is  building  in  Japan  six  new  steamers, 
each  of  9,000  tons,  designed  for  the  American  trade,  which  promise 
much  for  Hongkong.  This  port  is  extending  its  docking  facilities  on 
the  broadest  lines.  The  old  company  is  enlarging  one  of  its  docks 
to  enable  it  to  take  the  largest  craft  afloat ;  and  an  old  British  firm 
will  soon  have  completed  a  ^ock  that  will  not  only  do  the  same,  but 
be  equipped  with  shops  and  staff  to  build  large  seagoing  craft.  The 
Admiralty  dock,  costing  nearly  $10,000,000  gold,  was  not  planned  for 
the  new  Dreadnought  dass  of  war  vessels,  but  will  soon  be  ready  for 
use  to  its  capacity.  New  80-foot  high,  fireproof  godowns  and  a 
steel  wharf  for  the  Blue  Funnel  line  are  recent  achievements.  A  Chi- 
nese boat  yard  signalized  itself  by  constructing  a  magnificent  steam 
vacht  for  a  millionaire  Chinaman  of  Penan g.  The  new  law  court 
buildings  and  post-office  when  completed  some  years  hence  will  be 
the  finest  buildings  in  the  colony.  The  new  flour  mill,  the  first  one 
in  South  China,  reports  a  large  output,  and  two  new  American 
breweries  are  on  the  ground,  one  an  extensive  plant  in  course  of  con- 
struction. The  ocean  cables  have  been  moved,  enlarged  anchorage 
and  improved  typhoon  signals  are  installed,  and  the  harbor  is  better 
lighted. 

FORESTRY  IN  ISLAND  OF  HONGKONG. 

The  world  interest  in  forestry  is  not  leaving  China  wholly  un- 
touched. The  forestry  and  botanical  department  of  this  colony  is 
furnishing  the  Chinese  an  object  lesson  in  a  scheme  which  aims  at 
clothing  the  great  amphitheater  of  hills  around  Hongkong  with 
a  carpet  of  fir  trees.    In  1905  planting  in  connection  with  the 
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scheme  was  (XHnmenced,  and  the  scale  upon  which  operations  have 
been  conducted  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  152,000  trees  were  planted 
m  1905-^,  170,000  in  190^7,  and  249,000  in  1907-8,  a  total  to  date  of 
571,000 ;  and  three  years  more  of  planting  lie  ahead.  As  a  fir  costs 
only  a  lew  cents,  or  a  few  cash,  if  a  seedling,  and  is  worth  60  cents 
at  maturity,  this  sdieme  of  growing  a  million  pines  is  a  soimd  business 
proposition. 

RECORD  or  SHIPPING. 

The  first  year  in  which  any  record  of  shipping  was  kept  at  this 
port  was  1844.  In  that  year  538  ships,  aggregating  189,257  tons, 
entered.  They  were  nearly  all  sailing  ships,  averaging  352  tons.  A 
year  later  thef  Pacific  and  Oriental  Company  began  a  monthly  mail 
service  to  London  in  48  days,  mails  ana  passengers  being  conveyed 
between  Alexandria  and  Suez  by  the  Mahmondieh  Canal,  the  Nile, 
and  the  desert,  until  the  Suez  Canal  was  opened  in  1871.  There 
were  retrogressions  in  nine  years  of  the  intervening  time,  but  the 
general  increased  trend  was  marked,  as  shown  by  the  arrivals  in 
1907,  of  8,249  vessels  of  10,156,396  net  registered  tons.  This  excludes 
all  junks  and  vessels  engaged  in  local  trade.  Thus  there  was  a  daily 
average  of  22  ships  arrivmg  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  The  total 
tonnajge  of  shipping,  including  junlS  and  steam  launches,  but  exclud- 
ing lighters,  cargo  boats,  passenger  boats,  water  boats,  etc.,  and 
filing  craft  of  all  kinds,  entered  and  cleared  in  the  colony  during 
1907  amounted  to  507,634  vessels  of  36,028,310  tons,  made  up  as 
follows : 


Kind  of  vessels. 


British  ocean-going  ships. 
IV>rei«rnoceAD-goiDgships. 
Britisa  river  eteamera  — 
Foreign  river  steamers . . . 
Steamablps  under  60  Um». 
Junks 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


8,766 
4,621 
6,828 
1,810 
1.681 
29,564 


Tonnage. 


Kind  of  vessels. 


Num- 
ber. 


I  Tonnage. 


7.216,169 
7,720,878 
4.680,864 
743,992 
70,021 
2,651,470 


47.660  28,062,801 


Local  trade: 

Steamships  under  60  tons. 
Junks 


Grand  total. 


419,202 
40.772 


11,216,532 
1,778,887 


507,684  36,028,810 


DETAILS  OF  HONGKONG'S  SHIPPING. 


One-third  of  this  vast  tonnage  and  nearly  eleven-twelfths  of  the 
ships  represent  steam  launches  plying  in  waters  of  the  colony,  nearly 
300  being  registered  in  Hongkong  alone  and  junks  in  local  trade. 
While  these  indicate  the  busy  traffic  and  local  movement  of  freight  in 
Hongkong,  which  is  preeminently  a  transit  port,  it  is  the  f weign  shij)- 
ping  and  to  a  less  extent  the  river  traffic  that  chiefly  interests  Ameri- 
cans. Eliminating  local  trade,  it  appears  that  there  was  an  increase 
of  3,110  ships  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year,  representinff  a 
tonna^  of  791,951.  During  the  year  1907  only  7  British  and  1 
American  sailing  vessels  engaging  in  foreign  trade  entered  the  port 
of  Hongkong. 

The  story  of  ships  under  the  American  flag  is  soon  told.  Twenty 
such  steamers  and  1  sailing  vessel  entered  this  harbor  a  total  of  46 
times,  as  against  28  steamers  and  6  sailing  vessels  entering  63  times 
in  1906.  American  and  Norwegian  ships  are  credited  with  about  the 
same  tonnage,  but  while  there  were  290  Norwegian  ships  entered, 
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46  arrivals  of  such  leviathans  as  the  Minnesota,  Siberia,  and  Shaw- 
mut  were  sufficient  to  aggre^te  the  tonnage  of  the  more  than  six 
times  as  many  Norwegian  ships. 

Of  the  tonnage  entered  in  the  foreign  trade,  about  half  was  under 
the  British  flag.  The  German  flag  covered  a  little  more  than  the 
Japanese  flag,  and  the  former's  snare  was  about  one-fifth  Great 
Britain's.  Assorted  Chinese  ships  and  junks  outranked  both  the 
German  and  Japanese  flags.  The  French  flag  covered  about  half  as 
great  tonnage  as  the  German,  and  the  Unit^  States  not  quite  half 
tnat  of  the  French. 

The  personnel  of  officers  and  crews  of  the  800  individual  ocean- 
going snips  visiting  Hongkong  follows:  The  362  Briti^  vessels  car- 
ried 3,244  British,  6  American,  4  Norwe^an,  and  2  each  Danish  and 
Dutch  officers.  The  438  forei^  vessels  carried  3,304  officers,  of 
whom  152  were  British.  In  British  ships  16.5  per  cent  of  the  crews 
were  British,  0.5  per  cent  other  white  men,  and  83  per  cent  Asiatics. 
In  non-British  ships  1.2  per  cent  of  the  crews  were  British^  20.2  per 
cent  other  Europeans  or  Americans,  and  78.6  per  cent  Asiatic. 

VOLUME  OF  TRADE — PASSENGERS  AND  EMIGRANTS. 

Hcmgkong  is  a  free-trade  port,  with  no  custcMn-house  and  abso- 
lutely no  dues  beyond  a  trifle  exacted  as  "  light  tax,"  and  with  the 
exception  of  sugar  imported  for  refining  and  opium  there  are  no 
official  detailed  returns  of  imports  and  exports.  Even  if  there  were 
a  record  of  cargoes,  it  could  have  little  significance  unless  each  ship- 
ment were  detailed  as  to  source  and  destination,  for  Honskcxig  is, 
first,  a  transit  pwt  through  which  much  of  the  freight  merely  passes 
on  the  way  to  its  destination,  and,  secondly,  a  gathering  and  distrib- 
uting port  for  China,  Borneo,  the  Malay  States,  Java,  Philippines, 
coast  ports  to  the  northward,  India,  etc.  What  detailed  trade  re- 
ports are  given,  apart  from  opium  and  sugar,  are  based  on  informal 
data  and  estimates  by  experts.  The  imports  for  1907  aggregated 
5,082,689  tons;  exports,  3^54,308  tons;  transit  cargo  earned  on  in 
the  same  ship,  3,395,888  tons;  and  bunker  coal  shipped,  758,497  tons. 

The  volume  of  trade  has  increased  over  1906  about  360,000  tons  in 
imports,  191,000  in  exports,  and  518,000  tons  in  transit  carga  From 
the  United  States  came  160  ships,  with  250,000  t<Mis  of  import  cargo 
and  234,000  tons  of  transit  cargo.  The  Philippine  Islands  sent 
104,000  tons  of  cargo  plus  4,000  in  transit.  There  were  shipped  to 
the  United  States  102,000  tons  of  cargo  and  to  the  Philippine  Islands 
153,000  tons. 

The  passenger  traffic  is  verv  large,  total  arrivals  being  6,057,869, 
departures  5,299,743.  The  bulk  of  this  movement,  however,  is  local, 
between  places  within  colonial  waters.  The  foreign  passenger  traffic 
shows  arrivals  1,395,191,  with  1,306,256  departures.  To  these  must 
be  added  105,967  emigrants,  principally  Chinese  deck  passengers, 
sent  mainly  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  where  they  are  employe  in 
mining,  on  rubber  and  other  plantations,  and  in  trade.  Over  83,000 
went  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  2,700  to  Peru,  4,900  to  Mexico,  3,800 
to  San  Francisco,  and  nearly  9,000  to  British  Columbia.  In  eresit 
part  these  travelers  are  returning  from  a  visit  to  China.  Of  the 
immigrants  arriving,  905  returned  from  South  Africa.  The  move- 
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ment  of  passengers  in  the  river  trade  was  nearly  2,500,000.  The 
Chinese  are  much  ffiven  to  travel,  as  shown  by  the  hearty  patronage 
of  inland  craft  and  Chinese  railroads. 

DECREASED   IMPORTS   OF  OPIUM — SUGAR   AND   GINSENG. 

The  future  of  the  opium  industry  is  a  topic  of  vital  interest  to 
those  in  the  business,  the  reform  movement  already  finding  fruit  in 
decreased  consumption.  The  Indian  government,  as  a  contribution 
to  China's  avowed  desire  to  stop  consumption  by  the  Chinese,  has 
reduced  the  quantity  sold  monthly  at  auction  frcan  4,400  chests  per 
month  to  4,000  chests  since  July,  1907. 

The  Quantity  of  raw  opium  of  all  kinds  imported  in  1907  was 
40,842  cnests,  average  weight  145  pounds,  as  against  47,566  chests  in 
1906.  The  exports  were  42,702  chests,  as  against  47,575  chests  in  1906. 
The  approximate  value  of  the  opium  imports  was  $20,590,350  and  of 
the  exports  $21,417,850  gold. 

In  addition,  8,938  chests  of  opium  passed  through  the  harbor  with- 
out being  landed.  The  products  of  opium  dealt  with  during  the 
year  were:  Morphia,  9,694  pounds  imports  and  9,469  pounds  ex- 
ports; opium  skin,  57,708  pounds  imports  and  57,958  pounds  exports; 
compounds  of  opium,  15,383  pounds  imports  and  9,454  pounds  ex- 
ports. Opium  was  exported  to  some  40  points,  Shanghai  receiving 
about  30  per  cent.  Canton  20  per  cent,  and  the  Philippine  Islands 
137,900  pounds. 

Sugar  is  one  of  Hongkong's  three  leading  productions^  and  it  has 
been  a  bad  year,  owing  primarily  to  Japanese  competition.  There 
are  two  extensive  refineries  at  this  point,  one  having  a  capacity 
of  10,000  piculs  a  day  (picul=133J  pounds)  and  another  group  of 
two  refineries  of  7,000  piculs  total  per  twenty-four  hours.  These  re- 
fineries have  been  restricting  their  output,  owing  to  inability  to  meet 
prices.  The  importation  of  raw  sugar  from  ten  countries  was  292,527 
tons,  a  decrease  of  190,592  tons  as  compared  with  1906.  Java  sent  the 
bulk  of  the  importation,  215,466  tons,  and  the  Philippines  were 
second,  with  58,978  tons.  China,  where  the  production  of  cane  has 
languished  through  lack  of  interest  in  cane  culture,  contributed  but 
a  trifle  over  7,000  tons.  The  refined  article  is  shipped  to  India,  Siam, 
Manila,  and  all  parts  of  China. 

The  imports  of  ginseng  for  1906  were  86,800  pounds  and  128,138 
pounds  in  1907. 

OIL,  PIECE  GOODS,  AND   COAL. 

An  increase  of  18  per  cent  is  recorded  in  the  imports  of  kerosene, 
the  American  article  furnishing  the  greater  portion  of  the  increase. 
Piece  goods  have  at  times  been  in  demand  as  regards  special  lines, 
but  withal,  trade  has  been  unsatisfactory.  It  does  not  appear  that 
there  was  an  overstock,  yet  for  various  reasons  the  movement  of 
goods  was  neither  large  nor  steady.  Gray  and  white  goods  were  the 
greatest  sufferers  from  the  depression.  Fancies  were  inquired  for, 
but  demand  has  generally  been  for  spot  cargo,  while  orders  have 
been  difficult  to  obtain. 

Coal  is  the  main  import  of  Hongkong,  chiefly  from  Japan.  Prices 
ruled  low  imtil  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  Cardiff  coal,  some  90,000 
tons  arrived,  all  but  10,000  tons  for  the  British  Admiralty.  Two 
concerns  brought  in  80,000  tons  of  Australian  coal.  Indian  coal, 
which  made  a  beginning  in  1905,  when  Japanese  imports  slackened, 
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shrunk  in  1907  to  15,000  tons.  From  French  China  came  82,000  tons 
to  Hongkong  and  Canton.  The  Japanese  importations  aggregated 
860,000  tons,  to  some  extent  going  oirectly  to  Canton,  where  cooly 
and  boat  hire  were  for  a  time  cheaper.  Hunan  has  rich  deposits  of 
coal,  and  with  the  opening  of  the  railroad  north  of  Canton  home 
production  will  no  doubt  supply  a  consi<lerable  portion  of  the  market. 

MATTING,  BILK,  COTTON,  AND  RICE. 

The  United  States  is  the*  chief  consumer  of  the  matting  made  on 
the  West  River,  and  the  financial  depression  was  reflected  m  this  in- 
dustry. The  t(Wtal  export  of  matting  to  all  countries  in  1907  is  esti- 
mated at  500,000  rolls  of  Tungkun  and  Lintan  matting,  and  about 
40,000  rolls  of  mats  and  carpets,  40  yards  to  a  rolL  Exporters  paid 
a  good  price,  but  competition  among  the  Chinese  manufacturers  led 
to  a  rise  in  wages,  which,  with  floo£  in  the  Lintan  district,  resulted 
in  losses. 

Chinese  New  Year  threw  a  damper  on  the  raw-silk  movement 
which  opened  well.    By  the  end  of  March  prices  touched  the  best 

f)oint.  Of  the  new  season's  silk,  the  first  two  Canton  crops  were 
arge,  which  supplementing  large  Japanese  and  European  outputs 
moved  prices  down.  There  were  occasional  rallies  durmg  the  year, 
and  despite  exchange  dropping  8  per  cent  in  October  and  about  12 
per  cent  in  November  and  December  there  was  a  marked  depression. 
The  sale  of  Indian  raw-cotton  in  Hongkong  for  the  past  seven 
years  follows: 


Year. 

Bale&a 

Year. 

Bales.a 

igoi 

6,065 
17,648 
91447 
4.483 

1906 

9,307 

1902 

1906 - 

4,2S0 

1908 

1907 

5,648 

1904 

•  Bales  of  400  pounds. 

There  is  a  disposition  to  buy  cheap  finished  goods  rather  than  work 
the  raw  cotton  n'om  abroad.  Nevertheless,  the  Chinese  of  the  interior 
raise  a  great  deal  of  cotton  of  their  own  to  be  worked  into  padding 
and  garments,  the  Indian  fiber  being  used  to  improve  the  native 
product.  Imports  of  cotton  yam  at  Hongkong  for  1907  amounted 
to  146,395  bales,  as  against  269,869  bales  in  1906,  while  sales  aggre- 
gated 187,608  bales,  as  against  81,818  bales  in  1906.  This  anomalous 
condition  was  due  to  the  depression  in  this  industry  in  the  latter 
part  of  1906,  which  forced  into  bankruptcy  all  but  4  of  the  15 
yam-dealinff  hongs.  Prices  advanced  in  India  for  yam  during  the 
year,  and  me  unusual  spectacle  was  witnessed  of  reshipments  of 
Hongkong  stocks  to  Bombay.  The  year  1907  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  m  this  branch  of  trade. 

IMPOSTS  OP  RICE  AND  FLOUK. 

China  has  been  a  consumer  of  large  quantities  of  rice  from  abroad. 
In  1907  the  French  port  of  Saigon  alone  sent  to  Hongkong  475,000 
tons.  The  exports  of  cassia,  a  considerable  export  of  south  China, 
are  estimated  at  about  5,500,000  pounds,  with  fairly  steady  prices. 
The  year  closed  with  stocks  lowered  and  prices  up. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420 


COBCMBBCIAL  BELATION8. 


The  year  1907  was  a  record  year  for  impofrtations  of  American 
£k)ar.  Australian  flour  was  out  of  the  market  the  last  four  months 
of  the  year,  the  high  price  of  the  Australian  article  preventinff  ship- 
pers in  that  ccaintry  from  competing  with  American  aealers*  During 
the  year  about  1^00,000  sacks  of  48  pounds  each  came  from  Australia. 
This  was  80  per  cent  more  than  tne  imports  from  that  country  in 
1906.  Freight  rates  favor  the  American  product.  The  consumption 
of  wheat  flour  is  increasing  amon^  the  Chinese,  and  American  ship- 
pers  should  give  careful  consideration  to  this  market 

Hongkong  distributes  to  the  Philippines^  Java,  Sumatra,  and  even 
Bombay,  though  direct  shipments  from  New  York  may  supplant  this 
branch  of  the  business.  The  following  table  gives  the  miports  of 
flour,  in  sacks  of  50  pounds  each,  during  1907 : 


MoDth. 


Jannarr . 
February 
March  ... 

April 

May 

June 

July 


Northern 
ports. 


SackM. 
000,649 

aoft,Goo 

228,940 
227,884 
201,090 
441,210 
807,064 


Califlbmia 
ports. 


Sacks. 
10.500 
12,000 
18,280 
40,440 
84,040 
41,400 
42,160 


Month. 


Auflfiut 

September.. 
October.... 
November.. 
December . . 


Northern 
ports. 


Sackt. 
671,448 
209,902 
214.271 
400,lfi0 
573,740 


To^ptl 4,197,877 


California 
ports. 


Sack*. 
8.690 
14,010 
20,040 
18,060 
22,040 


281,060 


The  imports  of  flour  for  1906  were  2,650,000  sacks  from  northern 
ports,  including  all  ports  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  and  600,000 
sacks  from  California. 

EXFOBTS  TO  UNITED  STATES  AND  PHILIPPINBS. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  declared  exports  fr<Hn  Hong- 
kong for  1905  to  the  United  States,  and  for  1900  and  1907  to  the 
United  States  and  the  Philippines  combined: 


Articles. 


190ft. 


Bristles •     928,908 

Caaria !       97,840 

Cattle  . 
Cement 
Camphor 


Clothing 

Earthen  and  glass 

ware 

Fireworks 

Fruits    and    vege- 

Ubles. 

Human  hair 

Medicine,  Chinese.. 
Metals,  and  manu-  < 

facturesof 

Oils: 

Aniseed 

Peanut 

Opium I 

Paper,  and  manu-  | 

facturesof. 


81,648 

20,480 
25,991 


17,922 


18,199 
96,871 
17,320 


I 


1906. 


188,906 
179,011 
796,800 
246,208 


1967. 


885,986 

90,283' 
55.921 

104,081 


84,070 

409,120 

69,681 
279,160 
884,145 


$44,868 
286,880 
868,988 
288,513 
859,767 
260,629 

171,681 
65,679 

96,069 
41,880 
91,846 

118,000 

76,944 
233,809 
394,884 


63,061      48,804 


Articles. 


ProvMons 

Rattan,  and  man- 
ufactures of 

Woe 

Shoes,  Chinese 

Silk: 

Piece  goods... 
Raw 

Sugar 

Soy 

Tea 

Tobacco  

Wine, Chinese .... 

Wood,  and  manu- 
factures of 

All  other  articles.. 


Total. 


1906. 


•106,292 

30.130 

407.678 

10,246 

91,806 


17,167 
14.427 
48,445 
21,836 
87,101 


179,870 


1,814,656 


1909. 


61,186.441 

44,206 

1,446.447 

82,247 

199.888 

80, 
110,978 

86,848 
148,601 

79,698 
114,880 

85,024 
1,626,091 


8,239,648 


1907. 


91,884,016 

66.016 

1,797,840 

61.954 

119,479 
184.747 
106,769 

60.606 
166.673 

80,182 
138,944 

46,778 
1,480,473 


8,962,197 


All  of  the  cattle  exported  went  to  the  Philippines.  There  were 
notable  increases  in  1907  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  in 
cassia^  provisions,  rice,  and  raw  silk,  and  decreases  in  clothing,  metals, 
and  silk  piece  goods. 
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JAPAN  AND  KOREA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Japan  and  Korea 
for  the  calendar  year  1907,  as  presented  by  consular  officers  and  de- 
rived from  other  sources  shows  .that  the  total  trade  of  Japan  for 

1907,  imports  and  exports  included,  aggregated  $400,468,107,  an  in- 
crease over  1906  of  $41,899,048,  or  about  10  per  cent.  For  the 
ya^  1908  the  foreign  commerce  aggregated  $407,000,000,  or  about 
$52,000,000  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  imports  exceeded 
the  exports  in  1907  to  the  extent  of  $30,824,000,  while  in  1906 
the  exports  exceeded  the  imports  by  $2,469,000.  In  both  imports  and 
exports  1907  was  a  record  year.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  how- 
ever, Japan  was  affected  by  the  d^ressed  financial  condition  in  the 
United  States  and  continued  to  feel  that  depression  during  the  year 

1908.  Japan  has  na  investments  abroad  from  which  she  derives  any 
particular  revenue,  and  is  therefore  wholly  dependent  on  the  trade 
situation  at  home.  The  excess  of  imports  over  exports  continued  in 
the  year  1908.  A  leading  Japanese  journal  attributes  preponderance 
OB  the  side  of  the  import  trade  to  the  falling  off  of  exports  owing  to 
die  business  depression  abroad,  and  the  increased  imports  of  goods 
brought  about  by  the  promotion  of  government  and  private  enter- 
prises, and  imports  in  anticipation  of  an  increased  tariff. 

Japan  will  have  recovered  her  tariff  autonomy  soon,  and  investiga- 
tions have^  been  carried  <m  for  the  last  two  years  with  the  object  of 
revising  the  tariff.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  the  rates  of  duty 
will,  to  a  large  extent,  be  increased,  which  leads  to  large  impor- 
tations to  take  advantage  of  the  increased  rates.  The  average  ad 
valorem  rate  on  dutiable  goods  has  risen  year  by  year  from  9.71  per 
cent  in  1903  to  15iJ8  per  cent  in  1907.  The  principal  articles  of  export 
which  show  a  decrease  in  1908,  and  also  in  1907,  were  tea,  timber, 
waste  silk,  camphor,  raw  silk,  cotton  yam,  copper,  silk  handkerchiefs, 
cotton  piece  goods,  and  porcelain.  In  the  first  eight  months  of  1908 
there  was  a  decline  of  $28,818,500  in  the  exports  of  those  particular 
goods.  Iliere  was  an  increase  during  that  time  in  the  imports  of 
machinery,  kerosene  oil,  shirtings  and  prints,  rails,  indigo,  oil  cakes, 
peas  and  beans,  sugar,  and  cotton,  satins  and  umbrella  cloth  to  the 
extent  of  $11,168,600,  while  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of 
rice,  flour,  raw  cotton,  wool,  iron,  woolen  textiles,  paper,  hides  and 
leather,  and  cotton  yam  to  the  extent  of  $22,865,600.  This  is  a  fair 
indication  of  the  trade  of  the  country  during  1908  and  the  latter  part 
of  1907.  The  drop  in  imports  affected  American  interests  more  than 
those  of  any  other  country.  Up  to  August  81,  1908,  the  excess  of 
imports  over  exports  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $41,000,000.    There 


Digitized  by 


Google 


422  COMMERCIAL  BELATI0N8. 

was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  exports  of  camphor.  For  the 
first  eight  months  of  1908  the  exports  of  camphor  were  in  value 
$844,500,  as  compared  with  $2,030,000  in  the  corresponding  time  in 
1907.  One  of  the  reasons  offered  for  the  loss  of  this  foreign  trade 
is  the  keen  competition  caused  by  the  introduction  of  German  arti- 
ficial camphor  and  the  increased  exports  from  China. 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Japan  in  the  year  1908  were 
in  value  $33,624,781,  as  compared  with  $41,068,508  in  1907.  The 
imports  from  Japan  in  1908  were  $63,918,330,  as  compared  with 
$71,753,379  in  1907.  The  United  States  takes  30  per  cent  of  all  of 
Japan's  exports,  the  largest  in  value  of  any  country,  but  exports  to 
Japan  are  much  less  than  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  exports  have 
decreased  in  five  years  from  17  to  16  per  cent  of  Japan's  imports. 
Japan  imported  from  the  United  Eangdom  22  per  cent  of  her  total 
imports  in  1907,  although  that  country  took  only  one-sixth  as  much 
in  value  of  Japanese  exports  as  did  the  United  States.  Germany's 
exports  to  Japan  increased  100  per  cent  in  five,  years.  The  United 
States  supplied  all  of  the  steam  turbines  taken  by  Japan  in  1905-C, 
but  in  1907  out  of  $500,000  worth  of  such  imports  the  United 
Eangdom  supplied  65  per  cent  and  the  United  States  30  per  cent. 
The  imports  of  turning  lathes  from  the  United  States  in  1907  were 
reduced  to  one-half  the  value  of  those  of  1906,  while  those  from  the 
United  Kingdom  increased.  In  1906  the  United  Kingdom  had  49 
per  cent  of  the  trade  and  the  United  States  38  per  cent.  In  1907  the 
United  Kingdom  had  76  per  cent  and  the  United  States  21  per  cent. 
There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  Japanese  imports  of  raw  cotton 
in  1907  from  India  and  China,  but  the  quantity  taken  from  the  United 
States  was  less  than  in  1905.  The  United  States  led  in  supplying 
Japan  with  iron  and  steel  pipes,  but  in  other  metal  imports  fell 
behind.  The  imports  of  machinery  were  large  in  1907,  and  the 
United  States  led  previous  to  that  time,  but  in  that  year  fell  behind 
while  other  countries  all  gained.  The  Japanese  imports  from  the 
British  Empire  in  1907  aggregated  $101,223,000  in  value,  while  those 
from  the  United  States  were  given  as  $50,089,165,  or  less  than  half 
the  imports  from  the  British  Empire,  while  the  exports  to  the  British 
Empire  were  $36,931,000  in  value,  and  those  to  the  United  States 
$65,128,109. 

Coal  has  increased  steadily  since  1903  in  value,  so  that  in  1907  the 
same  kind  of  coal  brought  nearly  75  cents  a  ton  more  than  in  1903. 
The  wages  of  the  laboring  classes  have  been  increasing,  and,  while 
they  are  low,  the  increased  pay,  with  the  additional  cost  of  living  and 
the  high  taxation,  makes  it  more  difficult  for  Japanese  manufacturers 
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to  meet  export  requirements.  There  is  no  factory  legislation  in  that 
comitry,  but  strikes  were  numerous  in  1907  for  the  first  time,  indi- 
cating the  tendency  of  workmen  to  combine  and  demand  higher  pay. 
The  city  of  Kobe  nearly  doubled  in  population  in  ten  years,  and  its 
foreign  trade  also  doubled,  indicating  the  progress  the  country  is  mak- 
ing. The  authorized  capital  of  electric  undertakings  was  $14,193,000 
in  1903  and  $68,724,000  in  1907.  The  Japanese  are  now  building 
locomotives  and  exporting  machinery,  and  have  established  a  cellu- 
loid manufactory,  while  the  Government  is  importing  the  less  ex- 
pensive machinery  and  loaning  or  hiring  it  out  to  producers  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  home  production.  In  Formosa  a  railroad 
has  been  constructed  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  with 
many  branches,  on  which  nearly  $14,000,000  has  been  expended.  Oil 
and  sugar  refineries  have  been  established  and  everything  possible  is 
being  done  to  encourage  manufacturers  and  trade  in  general. 

Korea's  commerce  trebled  in  ten  years.  The  exports  are  over 
$10,000,000  less  than  the  imports,  but  large  sums  are  expended 
through  the  Japanese  loans  on  public  works,  and  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  foreign  capital  invested  in  mining  exploitation,  railway  equip- 
ment, etc.  The  main  obstacles  that  formerly  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
development  of  Korean  trade,  such  as  the  bad  condition  of  roads  and 
the  absence  of  means  of  transport,  are  gradually  being  removed  by 
'  the  extension  of  the  railways  and  the  construction  of  good  roads  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  Japanese  have  encouraged  the 
cotton-growing  industry,  and  in  other  ways  attempts  are  being  made 
to  increase  the  national  prosperity  of  Korea,  but  all  such  projects  are 
still  in  their  infancy.  Americans  are  aiding  in  the  development  of 
the  mining  industries,  an  interesting  account  of  which  is  given  in 
this  volume. 
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fiEVIEW  OF  TBADE  OOITDITIONS  OF  JAPAN. 

By  Consul-Genebal  Henry  B.  Milleb,  Yokohama. 

The  Japanese  customs  returns  show  that  the  total  exports  from 
Japan  for  six  ^ears,  1902  to  1907,  inclusive,  amount  to  $1,019,294,413, 
and  the  total  imports  during  the  six  years  amount  to  $1,177,267,039, 
making  the  debit  side  or  the  customs  returns  of  the  country 
$157,972,624.  To  those  persons  who  believe  that  the  export  and  im- 
port accounts  of  a  country  show  its  real  financial  condition,  these 
Mures  are  somewhat  distressing,  and  the  year  1907,  with  the  balance 
of  imports  exceeding  exports  hj  $30,903,122,  seems  to  be  a  specially 
disastrous  one.  If  all  ox  these  miports  were  of  a  character  to  oe  con- 
sumed by  the  people,  then  the  situation  would  be  unfortunate. 

An  examination,  however,  into  the  details  of  imports  reveals  a 
most  chea:ful  and  encouraging  situation  concerning  the  real  wealth 
and  progress  of  the  country.  Of  the  $246,244,738  imports  during 
the  year  1907  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  over  $50,000,000  in  form  of 
metals,  machinery,  railway  materials,  water-power  plants,  electrical 
appliances,  etc.,  should  properly  be  classed  as  entering  the  added 
property  of  the  country  known  as  reproductive  wealth,  making  over 
21  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  brought  into  the  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adding  to  its  wealth-producing  capacity. 

In  addition,  it  is  perhaps  safe  to  assume  that  half  the  amount  of 
imported  products  classified  as  consumable  wealth  was  used  by  the 
laborers  and  others  engaged  in  constructing  manufactories,  water- 
power  plants,  railways,  steamships,  and  other  forms  of  property  that 
is  to  be  used  in  wealth  production.  To  this  also  it  would  oe  safe  to 
add  an  additional  $25,000,000  for  the  labor  involved  in  the  creation 
of  this  kind  of  property. 

MANtTFACTURING   CAPACITY   RAPIDLY   DEVELOPING. 

The  ^reat  excitement  in  shares  and  the  inauguration  of  numerous 
enterprises  all  over  the  country  in  1906  and  early  in  1907  created  an 
unusual  demand  for  machinery  and  appliances  of  all  kinds,  and  con- 
tracts were  entered  into  for  supplying  a  great  quantity  of  these 
articles. 

The  substantial  economic  creative  power  of  Japan  is  perhaps  best 
shown  in  its  comparison  of  exports.  There  was  a  continued  and 
marked  increase  in  value  of  its  exports  for  many  years.  The  intro- 
duction of  machinery  was  unquestionably  the  prime  factor  in  creating 
this  increase.  The  value  of  exports  in  1902  was  $128,634,926,  and  in 
five  years  thereafter  $215,341,616,  or  an  increase  of  67  per  cent. 

This  does  not  represent,  however,  the  full  value  of  its  increased  pro- 
ductive power,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  constant  increase  in 
consuming  capacity  and  use  of  home-made  goods.  The  customs 
returns  reveal  the  fact  that  while  there  was  a  marked  increase  in 
imports  of  raw  material  for  manufacturing  purposes,  there  was  a  cor- 
responding decrease  in  imports  of  manufactured  articles,  showing 
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clearly  the  increased  consumption  of  goods  produced  bv  Japanese 
labor.  In  order  to  increase  at  such  a  nigh  ratio  its  production  and 
export  capacity,  it  was  necessary  in  six  years,  beginning  with  1902, 
for  the  imports  to  exceed  the  exports  by  $157,972,626,  but  this  invest- 
ment in  excess  imports  was  wise  and  profitable  for  the  country. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  total  imports  into  Japan  for 
1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

Horses 

Sheep  and  goats 

AUotoer 

Asbestos  sheets 

Boans  and  pease 

Belting,  machine 

BioyoleB,  etc 

Bones 

Boots,  shoes,  etc 

Braids,  straw 

Breadstufls: 

Fkrnr,  wheat 

Meals,  staiohes,  etc. . 

Wheat 

Brick  and  tile 

Buttons,  buoUes,  etc — 
Cars: 

Freightand^ 
Electric,  parts  of. 

Clocks 

Cocoons 

Comestibles,  preserved . . . 
Confectionery,    biscuits, 

etc 

Celluloid,  sheets,  etc 

Cement,  Portland 

Drugs  and  chemicals: 
Acid*- 

Aoetic 

Boric 

Carbolic 

Salicylic 

other 

Ammonia,  crude- 
Carbonate  of 

Sulphate  of 

Aniline  salt 

Antipvrine 

Antifebrine 

Bismuth,  sulphate  of, 

crude 

Formalin 

Ghie 

Olycerin 

Phosphorus 

Pota5i— 

Bichromate  of. . . 

Bromide  of 

Chlorate  of 

Cyanide  of 

Rosin 

SheUac 

Soda- 
Bicarbonate  of... 

Caustic 

Nitrate  of 

other 

Soda-ash 

yes,  paints,  oolors: 
Dyes- 
Alizarin 

Aniline 

Indigo- 
Artificial.... 
Natural,  dry. 
Logwood  extract 


4.839.706 
199,768 

1,048,M8 
607,792 
87,601 
fi00,fi37 

4.079,109 

18,838 

683,131 

160,842 

99,752 

624,122 
153,265 
118,001 
897,973 
321,127 

134,235 

407,425 

4,933 


146,234 
26,068 
99,067 
56,503 
17, 7W 

21,500 
3,636,752 
45,029 
37,791 
17,538 

180,006 
32,145 
95,691 
78,699 

296,405 

43,792 
42,850 
547,113 


137,033 
73,913 

87,338 
480,235 
264,669 

30,013 
347,878 


62,633  I 
1,243,298  ' 

1,931,693  I 
282,850  I 
63,078  ' 


1223,496 

281,653 

4,111 

0,105 

30,838 

5,182,137 

399,703 

1,116,955 

616,644 

71,944 

481,481 

3,093,095 
15,379 

1,827,300 
116,368 
78,841 

506,714 
378,148 
163,023 
543,955 
327,679 

76,799 
159,707 
066,952 


99,803 
46,356 
76,583 
66,554 
87,660 

32,197 
4,006,282 
104,603 
75,603 
24,481 

83,767 
64,703 
74,775 
62,506 
374,850 

88,538 
48,032 
501,164 
181,539 
174,427 
77,937 

132,362 
563,206 
317,332 
34,614 
407,843 


51,783 
1,236,004 

2,653,019 
373,585 
53,820 


ArUdes. 


Dyes,   paints,   oolora— 
Continued. 
Gold,    silver,    plati- 
num, liquid 

Laoquer 

Paints 

Ship's  bottom  paint. . 

Varnish 

Other 


Sggi,  fresh. 
E^tric 


Eiectolc  lamps 

Bleetric  wire,  faisulated: 

SubmariDe,  eto 

Another 

Emary  cloth 

Emery  wheels 

Enameled  ware 

Explosives: 

Dynamite 

Other 


TaUow,  beef 

Other 

FertniMrs: 

Bone  dust 

Oilcake- 
Bean 

Cottonseed 

Rape  seed 

Superphosphate  of 

Ume 

Waste  hides 

Flben: 
Cotton— 

Ginned 

Ungfnaed 

Flax,  hemp,  eto 

Firearms: 

Revolvers  and  pistols. 

Sporting  guns 

Fish: 

Salmon  and  trout 

Other 

Glass: 

Sheets  not  exceeding 

4  millimeters 

Plates   exceeding    4 

millimeters 

Other 

Gloves 

Gauges  and  metere 

Gut&-percha: 

Crude 

Plates  and  dieats 

Tubes  and  rods 

Other  manufactures. . 

Gymnastic  articles 

Hair  and  bristles 

Hats,  parts  of: 

Pelt  bodies 

Sweatbands 

Hides  and  skins 

Implements  and  tools 

Inks,  all  kinds. 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 
A  nchors  and  chains. . . 


1906. 


$164,  m 
169,614 
306,975 
140,307 
99,157 
486,907 
686,163 
118,384 

108,406 
466,183 
68,161 
43,061 
86,314 

334,634 
73,647 

109,028 
154,337 
309,110 


1907. 


6,433,407 
411,817 
736,645 

363,330 
16,887 


40,484,842 

681,363 

1,680,801 

39,386 
87,494 

963,740 
16,033 


1,137,664 

170,773 
128,824 
109,193 
149,970 

291,424 
64,871 
06,483 

186,295 
12,461 

176,722 

39,811 
55,308 
807,606 
46,966 
82,443 


282,619 


$136,063 
228,831 
205,427 
102,350 

67,069 
423,342 
477,844 

74,790 

038,906 
602,525 
60,009 
19,002 
35,710 

365,399 
66,862 

89,600 
210,880 
181,417 

808,006 

8,080,027 

406,666 

1,028,168 

488,161 
48,754 


66,789,293 

800,223 

1,077,182 

9,331 
36,047 

309.174 
70,563 


767,203 

136,449 
147^470 
89,495 
372.659 

383,816 
68,153 
01,277 

209,015 
12,808 

100,377 

93,270 
76,110 
1,286,902 
303,803 
64,173 


188,864 
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Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Arttdes. 


1906. 


1907. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  man- 
ofaotares  of-<}ont'd. 

Bands  and  hoops 

Bars  and  rods 

Bolts,  nuts,  rivets 

Building  and  bridge 

material 

DoK  spikes 

Fishplates 

Galvanised  sheets- 
Corrugated 

Other 

Jf^^'P^  «**;;;•;: 

Pens/steel*. 

Pipes  and  tubes— 

Cast  iron 

Wrought  iron 

Steel 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

Ribbons 

Scales,  balances,  etc. . 

Screws 

Stove». 

Tangle,  etc 

Tinned    plates    and 
sheets 

Wlres- 

Oalvanlxed 

Iron  and  steel 

Paragon 

Wire  rope 

Other 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Leather: 

Sheep  and  goat 

.   Sole .: 

Other 

Liquors: 

Alcohol 

Beer,  ale,  etc 

Brandy 

Champagne 

WhistyTT. 

Wines- 
Port 

Sherry 

Other  wines 

Other  liquors 

Locomotives 

Machinery: 

Boilers,  steam 

Brewing  and  distilling 

Cigarette-making 

Cotton-printing 

Diving 

.    Drilling  and  boring. . . 

Engines- 
Gas,  oil,  etc 

Steam 

Turbine,  steam. . . 

Electric- 
Dynamos  and  mo- 
tors  

Telephones 

Other 

Fire  end  pumping 

Hammers,  steam 

Hydraulic  motors 

Hydraulic  presses 

Ioe>making 

Knitting 

Lifting 

MiUing 

Mining 

Paper-making 

Planing 

Printing. 


$54,488 

3,271,548 

39,377 

450,254 
93,221 
71,118 

624,786 

1,061,964 

1,980,830 

1,306,215 

46,437 

992,894 

73,005 

77,961 

2,689,262 

1,103,664 

121,385 

24,462 

49,187 

51,172 

1,068,551 

268,638 

566,718 
253,073 
50,210 
229,675 
894,668 
108,167 

381,638 
596,659 
527,115 

91,688 
15,949 
52,656 
117,972 
167,236 

14,372 
13,397 

249,738 
79,936 

876,650 


24,185 
6,180 
29,216 
34,092 
310,781 

108,610 
1,126,737 


948,224 
57,142 


854,126 


34,798 
540,808 


127,639 
193,734 


Sawing... 

Screwing. 

Shapf 

Shoei 

Slotting 


174,970 
107,111 


160,191 

4,883,827 

297,520 

1,075,066 
142,810 
110,636 

1,391,241 
1,448,382 
2,075,636 
1,707,062 
62,498 


1,425,067 
55,142 

3,757,190 

1,906,594 
146,662 
39,088 
75,243 
66,890 

1,618,517 

642,911 

710,607 
498,144 
36,784 
147,857 
439,190 
222,962 

876,404 

1,068,035 

496,076 

16,975 
16,067 
18,848 
67,146 
82,449 

16,962 

9,408 

258,414 

22,759 
952,284 

729,186 
92,484 
937 
22,057 
15,670 

339,064 

273,637 
672,384 
500,961 


882,733 
52,552 
383,649 
579,270 
39,442 
89,105 
123,206 
28,952 
48,334 
534,423 
139,148 
94,673 
402,808 
228,985 
145,450 
187,192 
92,756 
37,076 
22,863 
72,486 


Machinery— Continued. 
Spinning — 

Cotton 

Wool 

Other 

Turning  lathes 

Weaving- 
Cotton 

Wool 

Other 

Other  machinenr 

Malt 

Malthoid,  etc 

Metals,  and  manutectures 
of: 
Aluminum,     blocks, 

wire,  etc 

Brass- 
Pipes  and  tubes. . 
Rods,  plates,  wire . 
Copper- 
Bars,  rods,  sheets. 
Ingots,  plEs,  shibs. 
Pipes  and  tubes. . 

German  silver 

Lead- 
Pigs,  ingots,  etc. . 
Plates,  wire,  etc. . 

Tea  lead 

Tubes 

Mercury 

Nickel,  grains,  cubes, 

etc 

Tin,  ingots,  etc 

Zinc- 
Blocks,  slabs,  etc. 
Plates       and 
sheets- 
Nickeled 

Other 

Other    metals,    and 

manufactures  of 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Castor 

Kerosene 


$1,103,424 
30,360 


557,962 

99,522 

30,046 

56,453 

2,846,728 

328,666 


892,908 

153,111 
151,466 

96,464 

54,631 

382,146 

15,281 

725,834 
176,492 
55,310 
27,482 
85,790 

882,000 
591,964 

308,699 


Lubricating 

Mineral  ooUa 

Olive 

Pahn 

Turi>enthie 

Other 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Coal  and  coke 

Iron  ore 

Phosphorite 

Other 

Packing  for  engines 

Packing  mats. 

Paper: 

Bookbinder's 

Cigarette 

C<^y,  music,  etc 

Drawing 

Fancy 

Imitation  Japanese . . . 

Ivory 

Matoh 

Pacsklng 

Pasteboard 

Parchment,  Imitation,  i 

Printing I 

Writing 

Other • 

Peodls,  lead 

Phonographs ' 

Photographic  material:      I 

Dry  plates ' 

Instruments 

Paper 

Pitch 

Porcelain  and  earthen-  i 


690,722 

1,823,179 
88,660 

50,352 
6,138,793 
244,579 
423,376 
113,125 
27,348 
80,447 
41,544 
192,906 

200,625 
438,875 
1,935,137 
20,233 
195,700 
229,260 


106,557 
587,130 
69,260 
384,949 
647,135 


211,819 
96,930 

166,505 

77,177 

1,131,233 

208,107 
44,639 

247,809 


145,804 


141,341 
90,511 

166,526 


$1,399,387 
25,381 
488,788 
505,251 

172,172 
63,648 

152,895 
3,740,628 

305,805 
80,326 


898,002 

221,937 
143,988 

100,032 
30,109 

340,120 
26,810 

423,843 

166,534 

81,048 

16,628 

69,874 

221,349 
694,211 

211,969 


32,848 
785,432 

1,814,412 
56,396 

43,265 

7,143,750 

195,714 

300,006 

71,028 

32,378 
127,803 

28,675 
140,255 

339,972 
452,959 
1,942,325 
341,852 
147^150 
287,119 

1(»,917 

137,952 

292,450 

106,018 

196,582 

540,795 

81,798 

172,025 

166,759 

50,767 

36,388 

1,696,742 

170,779 

443,923 

235,672 

124,518 

114,120 
22,970 
89,676 

123,764 


125,681 
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Articles. 


Provisions: 

Dairy  prodoote— 

Butter. 

Cheese 

Milk,  o(HideDsed . . 
Margarine  (butter).. . 
Meal  products— 
Baocmandluun.. 

Other 

Pulp  for  p^)er 

Putty 

Rice : 

Salt 

Scient^c  instruments: 

Chemical 

Surgical , 

Surveying , 

Binoculars  and  tele- 
scopes  

Compasses,  chronom- 
eters, etc 

Microscopes 

Thermometers     and 

barometers 

Other 

Seeds: 

Cotton 

Rape,  sesame,  etc 

Sewing  machines 

Silk,  raw 

Soap: 

ToUet 

Other 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Drills  and  duck... 

Flannels 

Italians,      satin, 

and  cotton 

Prints 

Shirting,  twilled.. 
Shirting  and  sheet- 
ing- 
Gray 

White 

Thread 

Underwear 

Velvets  and 

plushes 

Victoria  lawns.... 
Umbrella  cloths.. 

Other  tissues 

Yam 

Linen  goods- 
Tissues 

Yam 

Sllkgoods— 

Tissues 

Cotton  mixtures. . 


1906. 


187,410 
14,485 
161,360 
106,068 

21,003 

6,800 

478,473 

40,687 

13,033,605 

151,475 

40,375 
131,773 
33,449 

51,193 

33,848 
100,900 

04,147 
150,963 

607,124 
710,234 
260,672 
799,637 

181,646 
91,724 


102,023 
626,008 

1,089,522 

1,281,021 

68,183 


3,700,382 
639,524 
167, 168 
147,678 

465,146 
245,836 
793,499 
723,249 
2,813,978 

183,394 
146,760 

230,430 


1907. 


868,463 

27,430 

1,034,730 

14,713 

21, 170 

4,022 

830,101 

236,226 

16,403,667 

129,127 

30,667 
02,233 
112,909 

60,799 

26,632 
72,316 

37,529 
111,044 

809,481 
721,047 
374,054 
815,967 

263,203 
260,286 


70,098 
310,357 

1,037,439 

1,242,483 

68,593 


3,468,434 

640,406 

180,200 

70,304 

444,779 
114,303 

486|0Q2 
1,006,108 

130,505 
172,719 

241,237 
1,786,003 


ArUdes. 


1906. 


Textiles— Continued. 
SUk_gooda— Cont'd. 

Yam 

Woolen 
Clot 
Cotton  mixtures 

Underwear 

Yams 

Various  textile  mano- 
CBCtures— 

Blankets 

Bookbinders' 

cloth 

Carpets  and  rugs . 
Elastic  webbing. . 

Handkerchief 

Hats,  caps,  etc.... 

Linoleum 

Oil  cloth  or  leath- 
er  

Socks  and  stock- 
ings  

Threads 

Other 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Other 

Toilet  articles 

Tusks,  horns,  hoofe 

Typewriters 

Vessels,  steam 

Watches: 

Gold  and  platinum . . . . 

Silver 

Parts  of— 

Cases 

Movements 

Other 

Wax: 

Paraffin 

Vegetable 

Wood: 

Oregon  pine,  etc.- 

Boards 

Timber,  round, 

squared 

Santalum 

Teak 

Other 

Wool 

Parcel  post 

Traveling  effects 

All  other  articles 


Total  foreign  prod- 
ucts   

Reimports 


Total. 


17,711,583 

2,824,041 

66,390 

1,215,916 


176,582 

89,906 
243,175 

59,563 
139,970 
389,300 

73,356 

186,071 

60,907 
760, 119 
634,933 

794,360 
74,653 

302,900 

182,790 
65,605 

867,656 

132,918 
232,680 

651,875 

449, 161 

1,457,265 

809,617 


27,732 

150,660 
216,705 
260,612 
190,603 
4,579,816 
446,458 
111,832 
17,100,064 


206,078,666 
457,971 


206,536,536 


1907. 


13,308 

4,684,822 

1,400,880 

43,135 

2,516,509 


264,378 

177,092 
148,084 

36,017 
161,483 
434,546 

88,308 

156,096 

36,387 
214,460 
433,990 

279,648 
125,770 
290,349 
162,876 
40,967 


53,644 
147,208 

180,546 
215,096 
462,746 

744, 173 
137,434 


166,526 

386,887 
206,589 
418,187 
150,670 
7,148,022 
363,506 
112,006 
16,836,831 


245,584,574 
660,164 


246,244,738 


CONDITIONS  AFFECTING  THE  EXPORTS  OF  JAPAN. 

The  export  trade  for  the  year  suffered  materially  from  two  im- 

Sortant  sources,  namelv,  the  financial  panic  in  Ajnerica  and  the 
epreciation  of  silver,  the  latter  of  which  affected  most  seriously  the 
trade  with  China.  While  these  causes  reduced  the  export  of  a  number 
of  articles,  the  total  exports  for  the  year  under  review  were  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  «fapan,  and  amounted  to  $4,300,000  more  than 
in  the  year  1906. 

The  exports  for  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  ;^ear  were  largely  in 
excess  of  those  of  any  former  season,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
effect  of  the  American  jJJanic  on  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  the  value 
and  quantity  of  the  total  exports  from  Japan  would  have  been  a  re- 
markable increase  for  the  year,  for  there  were  left  on  hand  in  Japan 
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great  quantities  of  goods  ready  for  export  that  are  usually  sold  during 
these  months.  As  a  result  of  the  panic  and  depreciation  of  silver, 
prices  suffered  a  sharp  decline  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  decrease  in  the  export  of  refined  sugar  to  China  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  trade.  Next  important  in  severity  contributing  to  the 
loss  in  trade  was  the  decline  m  cotton-yam  exports  to  China.  Next 
to  that  was  the  great  reduction  in  the  exports  of  silk  habutae,  due 
largely  to  the  financial  distress  in  America.  Tliere  was  also  a  Para- 
lyzing loss  in  cotton  tissues  and  paper.  The  match  trade  also  suffered 
seriously.  Tea,  salt,  and  seaweed,  fish  in  oil,  suffered  a  marked  de- 
cline. Exports  of  cotton  flannel,  blankets,  and  silk  handkerd^iefs 
were  materially  reduced.  Exporte  of  porcelain  both  to  the  United 
States  and  China  were  seriouslv  affected.  A  marked  reduction  oc- 
curred in  exports  of  looking-glass,  cement,  charcoal,  lacquer  ware, 
leather  bags,  toilet  soap,  and  toys. 

On  the  other  hand,  tnere  was  a  substantial  increase  in  exports  of 
copper,  raw  silk,  timber,  coal,  tea,  linen  goods,  underwear,  Duttons, 
cigarettes,  furs,  camphor,  fish  and  whale  ou,  barley  and  other  grains, 
seids,  steam  vessels,  rope,  bags,  and  straw  braids.    The  increa^  ex- 

Sorts  to  Korea  of  nearly  $4,000,000  are  encouraging  to  trade  in  that 
irection.    The  exports  to  Hon^ong  remain  practically  the  same,  at 
$12,000,000. 

EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  total  exports  from  Japan  for 
1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Bags 

Bamboo,  and  manufactures  of. . 
Beverages: 

Beer..  .         

Mineral  water 

Sake 

Wines  and  other  liquors. . . 

Btocoits  and  confectionery 

Boots,  shoes,  etc 

Braids: 

Straw 

Wood  shavings 

Brick  and  tile 

Brushes:  Tooth,  nail,  etc 

Buttons 

Cement 

Charcoal 

Clocks. 


Cloisonn4 

Coal  and  oolce 

Comestibles,  tinned  and  bottled. 
Coral. 


Cordage:  Flax, hemp. and  Jute... 
Drum,  chemicals,  and  medicines: 

Camphor 

Prepared  medicines 

Sulphur 

AU  other 

Fans. 


FertUiaer 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass,  manufactures  of 

Hides  and  skins: 

Furs 

Undressed 

Iron  and  steel,  maaufactures  of: 

Backets 

Implenents  and  tools 

Pansand  kettles 


1906. 

1906. 

1907.' 

$196,866 

$X»,M0 

$178,204 

696,634 

718,649 

749,926 

685,988 

778,721 

602,634 

127,424 

182,821 

172,066 

2,481,218 

1,656,202 

1,687,516 

83,162 

46,150 

48,176 

277,876 

164,806 

118,215 

280,101 

405,046 

749,214 

1,905,900 

1,770,195 

1,944,968 

810,185 

560,042 

646.063 

09,145 

126,776 

68,768 

447,128 

504, 4n 

606.  US 

179,609 

304,287 

410,387 

196,905 

704,184 

467,663 

181,699 

298,174 

197,191 

286,718 

420,600 

391,820 

140,796 

119,871 

73,118 

7,145,363 

8,147.148 

9,508,424 

1,512,807 

1,720,808 

1,640.036 

268,081 

338,233 

236.711 

J07,9fO 

471,911 

814,986 

1,277,984 

1,800,127 

2,608,876 

139,892 

419,098 

852,496 

484,008 

643,372 

543.612 

8,621,018 

4,804,037 

^'2^'^ 

456,744 

606,104 

621,738 

131,967 

80,091 

176,766 

209,621 

640,471 

783,067 

873,279 

1,331,219 

9U,284 

361,566 

51,440 

638,9g 

280 

28,088 

51,186 

13,541 

17, 4n 

10,666 

80,152 

107,801 

87,406 

78,081 

100,428 

188,187 

42,507 

70,777 

68,88l 

Digit 

zed  by  V^jO< 

DQle 

GOMMEBCE  AND  INDUSTBIES  OF  JAPAN. 


429 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of— Continued. 

Umbrella  frames. 

Other 

Ivory,  manufactures  of 

Jewelry 

Jlnrikishas 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Leather 

Machinery  and  parts 

Matches 

Mats  and  matting 

Metals  and  maniuactures  of: 

Antimony 

Brass 

Bronie 

Copper- 
Ingots,  etc 

Ore 

Plates  and  sheets 

Wire 

Other 

Gold  and  silverware 

Manganese 

KIckel  wire 

Zfajc  

Another 

Oils  and  waxes 

Paper  and  manufactures  of 

Pea  cheese 

Plants,  roots,  etc.: 

Lily  bulbs 

Other 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Ropes,  bags,  etc.,  of  straw 

Scientiflc  articles. 


Screens,  silk,  cotton,  etc. 
Silk: 

Raw 

Waste 


1905. 


116,732 
266,446 
114,603 


113,191 
614,542 
385,003 
113,199 
492,619 
5,150,660 
2,533,316 

244,010 

45,162 

200,460 

7,992,127 
55,884 
14,464 
540,260 
33,060 
63,652 
52,706 
23,535 


Soap. 

Soy 

Spectacles 

Sugar 

Textfles: 

Cotton  goods— 

Mannteotured  artides— 

Blankets 

Gloves 

Handkerchief 

Hats  and  caps 

Shirts,  collars,  oufEs.. 
Socks  and  stockings. 
Underwear- 
Crape 

Flannel 

Knit 

Other 

TlBBues,  etc.— 


343,297 

873,873 

1,823,603 

132,121 

157,703 
86,027 
2,651,548 
331,066 
286,012 
290,427 

35,778,188 

3,304,115 

336,712 

439,312 


1906. 


1188,722 
730,003 
149,325 


148,290 
857,322 
488,955 
304,200 
821,012 
5,436,120 
2,903,162 

290,092 
118,366 
223,598 

12,211,605 
93,861 
40,407 
62,371 
52,925 
75,453 
68,755 
40,914 


509,371 
1,264,866 
3,773,636 

110,576 

245,307 
118,072 
3,955,578 
458,027 
447,287 
390,546 

55,000,514 

2,895,944 

409,183 

474,265 


1,917,786  I       5,470,133 


1907. 


Crapes.. 
rlDs... 


Drill 

Flannels.. 

Nankeens,  imitation 

Shirting  and  sheeting 

Shirting,  twilled 

T  cloths 

Towels 

Other  tissues 

Wadding 

Waste  yam 

Yam 

eilkgDods— 

uabutffi 

All  other  tissues 

HandkerdiiefB 

Nightgowns 

Otfier 

Various  tissues,  and  manufactures  o^ 

Garnets  and  rags 

Clothing,  etc 

Embroideries 

Tablecloths 

Other 

Tissues  of  wool,  hemp,  etc 


tl8,854 

759,336 

122,841 

677,202 

194,004 

728,291 

493,574 

150,940 

1,373,807 

4,704,373 

2,860,153 

187,562 
241,614 
200,180 

14,573,825 

17,285 

43,815 

63,232 

38,427 

60,224 

60,294 

13,488 

298,261 

620,609 

3,354,797 

3,248,544 

135,290 

283,460 
119,127 
3,503,585 
754,319 
345,972 
307,285 

58,210,528 

3,109,165 

324,954 

539,260 

218.027 

1,290,650 


253,008 

340,180 

107,406 

55,620 

58,649 

63,290 

378,858 

113,316 

95,068 

68,265 

101,478 

82,207 

15,764 

16,993 

21,809 

137,381 

261,896 

329,861 

56,582 

68,075 

96,117 

18,977 

31,155 

23,271 

837,464 

1,276,858 

1,847,544 

47,961 

348,055 

82,958 

333,552 

336,317 

1,310,584 

140,814 

428,896 

740,969 

437,587 

589,840 

384,061 

1,415.935 

716,468 

1,015,343 

2,318,499 

3,488,275 

3,456,482 

139,858 

944,870 

103,735 

550,182 

467,650 

394,657 

841,958 

1,193,848 

1,120,237 

180,078 

1,533,656 

601,997 

313,856 

238,664 

314,757 

36,521 

266,327 

140,333 

16,556,738 

18,527,156 

15,110,771 

13,973,372 

16,318,725 

14,516,440 

1,097,095 

1,449,519 

1,240,173 

2,436,620 

2,799,766 

2,637,290 

170,653 

294,806 

224,445 

200,915 

365,700 

260,560 

202,552 

318,947 

260,015 

779,524 

1,310,289 

1,205,660 

14,234 

49,252 

57,035 

78,098 

2*5,842 

1,336,614 

306,282 

577,228 

1,260,011 

252,305 

293,335 
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Articles. 


1906. 


1906. 


1907. 


Tobaooo: 

Cigarettes. 

Ailother 

Toilet  powders,  hair  oil,  eto 

Toys 

Umbrellas,  parasols,  and  handles. 

Vegetables 

Vessels,  steam  and  wM^ 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Baskets,  etc 

Furniture 

Other  manufiactures  of 

Timber,  lumber,  etc 

All  other  products 

Total  Jai)anese  jmxlucts. . . 
Reexports 

Total 


$1,539,881 
214,613 
268,156 
299,083 
909,060 
1,007,933 
406,080 

91,614 

349,535 

180,178 

2,677,261 

14,406,749 


$888,168 

101,790 

395,156 

516,003 

1,038,682 

1,487,814 

75,560 

166,845 

454,958 

205,239 

4,646,021 

73,000,863 


158,507,734 
1,616,004 


206,754,009 
2,275,867 


160,123,738 


211,089,936 


$1,083,608 
124,708 


474,656 

061,141 

1,238,741 

2,231,041 

168,256 

470,283 

308,180 

6,640,730 

12,165,76$ 


213,304,068 
1,046,647 


215,341,610 


MARKED  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 


The  development  of  Japan  in  agriculture,  industry,  commerce,  and 
transportation  during  tiie  interval  from  1896  to  1906  is  shown  by  the 
following  figures : 


Year. 

Number 
of  com- 
panies. 

Paid-up 
oapitaL 

Increased 
capital. 

Year. 

Number 
of  com- 
panies. 

Paid-up 
capitaf 

Increased 
capital. 

1806 

4,595 

$108,750,266 
266,261,188 
310,838,220 
344,410,112 
880,625,653 
414,727,848 

*$67,'6d6,*922 
44,577,640 
33,571,883 
45,215,541 
25,102,1^5 

1902 

8,812 
0,247 
8,013 
0,006 
0,820 

$430,381,661 
443,808,005 
465,646,073 
487,018,277 
534,853,041 

$24,653,813 

1807 

6,113 
7,044 
7,631 
8,506 
8,602 

1003 

4,421,434 

1808 

1904 

21,842.078 

1809 

1005 

22,272,204 
46,034,764 

1900 

1006 

1901 

It  must  not  be  overlooked  in  the  study  of  the  economy  of  the 
nation  that  inasmuch  as  Japan  is  not  a  great  producer  of  raw  nia- 
terial  this  great  increase  in  exports  has  necessarily  carried  with 
it  a  large  increase  in  imports  of  raw  material.  The  result,  however, 
has  been  the  employment  of  its  increasing  population  in  productive 
factories  and  enterprises,  at  a  better  rate  of  wages  and  under  better 
social  conditions  than  were  previously  in  vogue. 

There  is  also  a  further  important  item  not  shown  in  the  customs 
returns  affecting  the  finance  of  the  country,  represented  by  the  earn- 
ings of  its  merchant  fleet,  earnings  remitted  from  abroad  by  Japanese, 
and  expenditures  of  foreign  visitors,  as  given  in  the  following  tables 
covering  1907 : 

EECEIFTS. 

Gold  bunion  produced  In  Japan $2, 600, 000 

Earnings  by  Japanese  ships  and  by  insurance  companies  on  foreign 

business 7, 828, 206 

Expenditure  of  foreign  ships  in  Japan 10,852,922 

£]xi)enditure  of  foreign  tourists,  students,  and  missionaries  in  Japan.  18,819,128 

Net  profit  on  capital  invested  abroad 2,164,839 

Remittance  and  money  brought  by  Japanese  emigrants 5, 478, 9^ 

Investment  of  foreign  capital  in  Japan 29,515,000 

Receipts  of  Japanese  Government  from  abroad 756, 592 

Principal  of  and  interest  on  Chinese  Government  loan 1, 065, 500 

Expenditure  of  embassies,  legations,  and  consulates  of  foreign  coun- 
tries and  other  expenditures  of  foreign  governments 1, 203, 778 
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Return  from  capital  invested  abroad $71,500 

Insurance  money  paid  to  Japanese  by  foreign  insurance  companies..        897, 661 

Total 80,743,536 

EXPENDITURES. 

Freight  and  passenger  fare  paid  by  Japanese  to  foreign  ships $370, 745 

Expenditure  of  branch  offices  abroad  of  Japanese  steamship  com- 
panies   618,292 

Expenditure  for  repairs  made  abroad  to  Japanese  ships 226, 970 

Tonnage  and  passage  dues  of  the  Suez  Canal 277, 463 

Purchase  of  supplies  and  other  miscellaneous  expenditures  by  Jap- 
anese ships  abroad 1, 743, 920 

Premiums  paid  foreign  insurance  companies 324, 163 

Gharterage  paid  to  foreign  ships 890,967 

Expenditure  of  Japanese  visiting  foreign  countries.. 2,512,400 

Expenditure  of  crews  of  the  Japanese  ships  abroad 556, 197 

Expenditure  of  students  staying  abroad 698, 694 

For  propagation  of  religion  abroad 59,863 

Net  profit  of  foreigners  in  enterprises  in  Japan 1, 733, 822 

Net  profit  of  foreigners  in  the  Investment  of  capital  in  Japan 948, 663 

Premium  of  life  and  fire  insurances  to  be  paid  to  foreign  insurance' 

companies 1, 383, 093 

Interest  on  fixed  deposit  by  foreigners 110, 713 

Remittances  by  foreigners  in  Japan 1, 290, 776 

Newspapers  and  periodicals  imported  by  the  ordinary  mail 196, 496 

Expenditures  of  Japanese  Government  embassies,  legations,  and  con- 
sulates and   other   expenditures   of   the   Japanese   Government 

abroad 21, 16^,  500 

Principal  of  and  interest  on  municipalities'  loans  abroad 173, 830 

Capital  invested  abroad 1, 662, 500 

Total - 36, 945, 066 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures 43,788,469 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports  not  mentioned  in  customs  returns 5, 930, 000 

Total  excess  of  receipts 49, 718, 469 

There  is  also  about  $30,000,000  interest  to  be  paid  on  the  Govern- 
ment foreign  loans,  which  amounted,  at  the  end  of  1907,  to  about 
$590,000,000. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  TRADE  WITH  VARIOUS  CX)UNTRIES. 

The  United  States,  French  India,  France,  Italy,  Dutch  India, 
China,  and  Korea  are  the  only  countries  where  the  exports  from 
Japan  are  largely  in  excess  of  the  imports.  The  development  of  the 
trade  with  Korea  has  been  jgreater  both  in  imports  and  exports  during 
the  past  five  years  than  with  any  other  country.  The  total  trade  of 
Japan  with  China  in  five  years  has  increased  100  per  cent,  while  with 
the  United  States  it  increased  70  per  cent.  The  United  States  leads 
all  other  countries  in  consumption  of  Japanese  goods,  taking  30  per 
cent  of  all  the  exports  from  Japan.  China's  ratio  of  the  consumption 
of  Japanese  exports  has  increased  from  18  per  cent  in  1902  to  24  per 
cent  m  1907. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  18.5  per  cent  in 
1902  to  22  per  cent  in  1907.  From  the  United  States  imports  de- 
creased from  17.5  per  cent  to  16.2  per  cent  in  five  years.  Imports 
from  China  decreased  from  14.8  per  cent  to  14  per  cent.  Germany's 
imports  remain  practically  the  same,  9.6  per  cent  in  1902  and  9.7  per 
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cent  in  1907.    British  India's  imports  have  decreased  in  five  years 
from  18.6  to  15  per  cent. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  total  imports  and  exi)orts  of 
Japan,  by  countries,  for  1906  and  1907: 


Countries. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Asia: 

Asiatic  Russia 

British  IndU 

China 

Dutch  India 

French  Indo-China. 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Philippines 


Straits  Settlements. 


1700,801 

80,036,887 

28,583,575 

11,712,871 

3,737,615 

341,002 

4,066,550 

569,272 

1,589,258 

1,229,060 


Total. 


82,586,900 

1,377,060 

5,254,419 

32,360 

2,488,585 

21,165,006 

316,814 

•    614,126 

138,268 

9,027 

30,380 

98,428 

526,073 

2,231,207 

United  Khigdom....... .......;..:      60,453|058 


Europe: 

Austria-Hungary . 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 

Netheriands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turkey. 


Total 84,778,347 


America: 

United  States I      34,834,443 

British  America 499,155 

Mexico 2,198 

Chile 

Peru 25,735 


Total 36,361,531 


All  other  countries: 
Australia 

Egypt- 

Hawaii 

other 


2,055,760 

831,455 

7,007 

2,933,477 


Total. 


5,827,708 


37.  H^, 
83 

10 

4,. .14, 

•Hts,  (J64 
8.l'k.'i.oi3 

1,^'7.'   '71 

1  f72 

1  04 


513 
165 
137 

,130 


85,226,051 

5,155,214 

56,654,207 

603,981 

74,619 

13,476,540 

12,554,478 

684,968 

117,213 

2,006,772 


99,647,615 


1,270,822 

6,672,354 

117,012 

3,498,420 

23,738,536 

460,552 

899,789 

422,199 

13,760 

87,094 

156,464 

659,079 

1,552,109 

68,861 

57,890,045 


98,646,043  I 


610,438 

651,187 

74,173 

20,063,861 

4,181,374 

5,880,168 

112,462 

1,885 

1,288 

88,795 

41,050 

1,163 

11,629 

35,116 

11,231,598 


97,216,195 


42,936,087 


40,187,286 

606,136 

478 

178,591 

240,795 


62,730,275 

1,968,619 

203,917 


24,748 


41,213,286 


64,927,550 


3,893,739 

1,721,688 

9,621 

2,542,894 


2,104,381 
188,608 

1,373,604 
853,665 


8,167,642 


4,520,248 


82,523,725 

6,517,867 

52,707,927 

1,126,183 

124,566 

12,143,610 

16,380,658 

804,271 

168,517 

2,872,244 


95»409,508 


572,066 

1,023,090 

48,712 

21,180,268 

5,605»396 

6,857,826 

132,869 

8,099 

8,995 

219,897 

100,025 

8,789 

31,984 

35,165 

11,176,766 


46,904,806 


65,288,305 

1,924,103 

418,967 

64,804 

43,740 


67,780,937 


2,887,365 
192,377 

1,727,400 
800,288 


5,107,8 


Grand  total 208,554,486 


246,244,738  I    211,029,980  I      215,841,016 


JAPANESE  INDUSTRIES. 

Over  60  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Japan  is  encaged  in  different 
forms  of  agriculture.  The  crop  condition,  therefore,  affects  most 
vitally  the  welfare  of  the  people.  The  j^ear  1907  proved  to  be  a 
good  year  in  almost  everv  department  of  agriculture.  The  greatest 
year  in  the  production  of  rice  in  the  history  of  Japan  was  in  1904:, 
when  the  quantity  amounted  to  257,151,000  bushels.  The  year  1907 
stands  next  to  that  of  1904  in  quantity  produced,  with  245,260,000 
bushels.  As  rice  is  the  staple  food  of  Japan  the  comfort  of  the 
people  is  largely  determined  by  the  quantity  of  this  product,  so  that 
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the  year  under  review  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory.  The  next  most 
important  articles  of  consumption  are  barley,  rye,  and  wheat.  The 
production  of  these  cereals  for  the  year  was  greater  than  ever  before, 
and  amounted  to  110,837,000  bushek. 

The  production  of  tea  in  1906  was  56,602,000  pounds,  about  the 
average  crop  for  the  past  six  years,  but  considerably  below  the  crops 
covering  the  period  from  1897  to  1900.  The  production  of  tobacco 
leaf  for  the  year  was  specially  large,  and  amounted  to  101,351,000 

Eounds.  The  Government  is  encouraging  this  production,  and  it 
opes  that  the  local  product  will  soon  furnish  the  entire  amount  re- 
quired. The  production  of  lacquer,  amounting  to  668,000  pounds  in 
1906,  was  far  m  excess  of  the  previous  years.  The  output  or  vegetable 
wax,  which  amounted  to  39,715,000  pounds,  was  also  above  the 
average. 

SILK  CULTURE. 

Eaw  silk  constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  country,  and  the  production  for  the  year  was 
greater  than  ever  before,  amounting  to  over  24,215,000  pounds.  The 
industry  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  progressive  in  the  econ- 
omy of  Japan.  There  are  still  large  unused  areas  of  land  well  suited 
for  the  cultivation  of  mulberry  trees,  on  leaves  of  which  the  silk- 
worm feeds.  On  many  of  the  higher  mountain  slopes  where  the  soil 
is  of  recent  volcanic  origin,  it  was  found  that  mulberry  thrives  to 
perfection,  and  large  areas  of  land  heretofore  unused  are  being 
adapted  for  this  purpose.  The  quantity  of  land  for  this  industry  is 
for  the  present  unlimited. 

Increasing  population  finds  congenial  employment  in  the  growing 
of  mulberry  trees,  and  the  home  life  and  social  condition  of  the 
people  make  the  industry  of  silk  production  specially  satisfactory. 
Experts  assert  that  the  climatic,  economic,  social,  and  industrial  con- 
ditions are  better  fitted  in  Japan  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world 
for  the  production  of  silk.  The  future  of  the  industry  is,  therefore, 
assured  in  Japan  so  long  as  its  product  can  be  sold  at  prices  now 
prevaiUnff. 

With  the  object  of  effecting  improvements  in  sericulture,  the  de- 
partment of  agriculture  and  commerce  established  two  state  traininff 
mstitutes  known  as  eastern  and  western,  where  there  is  training  of 
experts  in  silkworm  rearing  and  filatures.  Local  corporations  have 
also  opened  sericulture  schools  or  training  institutes,  and  the  depart- 
ment of  education  is  establishing  a  special  college  for  study  of  raw 
silk  and  silkworms.    The  Government  has  also  inaugurated  laws  to 

Erevent  the  silkworm-egg  diseases,  and  to  prevent  the  diseased  eggs 
eing  sold  and  transferred  from  one  section  to  another. 

niFORTANCB   OP  FOREaTS — ^DEVELOPMENT  IN    MANUFACTURING. 

The  climatic  and  social  conditions  of  Japan  make  forestry  one  of 
its  most  important  industries.  The  area  of  land  occupied  by  the 
forests  is  43,309,000  acres,  or  60  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  the 
country,  one-third  of  which  is  state  forestry,  and  one-tenth  belongs 
to  the  imperial  household.  With  an  abundance  of  moisture  during 
the  whole  of  the  growing  season  trees  grow  very  rapidly.  As  char- 
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coal  constitutes  the  main  fuel  for  cooking  and  heating  purposes 
throughout  Japan  the  forests- are  essential  to  the  economy  of  life. 

The  export  of  timber  and  lumber  to  China  is  an  important  source 
of  revenue.  The  Government  has  taken  energetic  steps  for  the  pro- 
tection and  increase  of  forests.  Grants  of  land  are  given  without 
cost  for  the  planting  of  trees.  Strict  rejgulations  are  provided  for 
the  administration  or  forest  lands.  Special  provisions  are  made  for 
exemption  from  taxes,  and  the  Government,  m  many  cases,  prohibits 
the  cultivation  of  land  that  is  suitable  for  forestry  purposes.  The 
whole  forestry  system  is  under  careful  and  minute  government  regu- 
lation and  control. 

According  to  a  law  promul^ted  in  1907  the  administrative  author- 
ities may  prevent  the  destruction  of  forests,  and  plan  new  forests  on 
public  or  private  lands,  plains,  and  waste  lands.  Begulations 
were  also  made  during  tne  year  requiring  the  formation  of  guilds 
among  forestry  landowners  m  several  prefectures  for  their  mutual 
protection  in  the  sale  of  forest  products,  and  for  the  development  of 
necessary  irrigation. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  progress  in  Japan  has  been  in  manufacturing. 
In  1905  manufactured  goods  constituted  55  per  cent  of  the  total  ex- 
ports, and  this  percentage  is  constantly  increasing.  Of  the  remaining 
45  per  cent  70  per  cent  is  in  goods  such  as  raw  silk,  threads,  cotton 
yarns,  twines,  and  cordage,  or  what  might  be  classed  as  partially 
manufactured  goods. 

The  commerce  and  future  development  of  Japan  is  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  its  manufacturing  growth.  Japanese  manufactures  are 
expanding  in  variety  as  well  as  in  quantity.  There  has  recently  been 
considerable  development  in  the  production  of  automobiles,  bicycles, 
telephones,  phonographs,  scientific  and  medical  instruments,  electric 
motors,  electric  ^lobe  lamps,  glasswares,  celluloid,  and  many  other 
articles  of  diversified  nature. 

The  greatest  progress  in  manufacturing  has  perhaps  been  in  cotton 
yam  and  cotton  goods.  In  cotton  yam  the  increase  within  ten  years 
was  120  per  cent  in  the  output,  and  in  the  number  of  spindles  over 
100  per  cent.  In  silk  tissues  and  crapes  the  increase  was  about  100 
per  cent,  and  the  increase  in  the  production  of  cotton  flannel  was 
about  the  same.  The  year  1907  was  specially  profitable  in  all  cotton- 
spinning  enterprises,  and  the  most  remarkable  dividends  were  made 
by  all  of  the  cotton  mills,  ranging  from  15  to  40  per  cent.  Manu- 
facturing of  matches  has  increased  in  ten  years  125  per  cent. 

PRODUCTION    OF   REFINED   SUOAR,   PAPER,    AND   LEATHER. 

The  su^ar-refining  industry  in  Japan  has  made  much  progress. 
The  principal  factors  that  have  brought  about  the  development  are 
attributed  to  an  increased  consumption  in  the  country,  the  increasing 
demand  abroad,  the  effect  of  tariff  legislation,  and  the  protection  or 
the  industry  in  Formosa.  There  are  now  eight  large  refineries  in 
Japan,  with  subscribed  capital  of  $17,500,000,  and  several  smaller 
ones.  The  gradual  decrease  in  the  importation  of  refined  sugar  and 
the  increase  in  brown  sugar  is  the  result  of  the  progress  of  this  in- 
dustry. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  AND  INDUSTRIES   OF  JAPAN.  435 

The  manufacture  of  Japanese  paper  increased  25  per  cent  in  the 
past  ten  years  in  the  output,  while  the  manufacture  of  printing  and 
book  paper,  etc.,  increased  450  per  cent.  In  the  manufacture  of  porce- 
lain and  earthenware  the  increase  was  300  per  cent;  in  lacquer  ware, 
70  per  cent;  straw  braids,  72  per  cent;  crude  camphor,  75  per  cent; 
mats  and  mattings  for  floor,  150  per  cent ;  and  coUe  or  vegetable  isin- 
glass, 70  per  cent.  The  production  of  leather  increased  from  nothing 
m  1896  to  the  value  of  $5,441,492  in  1906.  Within  the  last  two  years 
several  flour  mills  were  established,  and  part  of  their  output  is 
already  being  exported  to  Qiina. 

According  to  returns  made  by  the  guild  of  porcelain  manufacturers 
and  dealers  of  porcelain  and  earthenware  in  the  Nagoya  district  for 
the  fiscal  year  1906-7,  tfiere  were  564  manufacturing  establishments 
and  48  dealers,  and  their  output  for  the  year  was  valued  at  $661,120, 
of  which  amount  53  per  cent  was  for  the  American  market,  28  per 
cent  for  the  home  market,  and  the  balance  for  the  market  in  China. 

MINING  REGUIiATIONS — GOAL  AND  PETROLEUM. 

The  mining  remilations  promulgated  in  1890  were  superseded  by 
the  mining  law  which  came  into  operation  in  July,  1905.  The  minis- 
ter of  agriculture  and  commerce  is  empowered  by  this  law  to  permit, 
approve,  cancel,  or  suspend  the  rights  of  mining  and  prospecting. 
For  the  administration  of  the  mining  industry  the  whole  country  is 
divided  into  five  districts,  each  under  a  mine  inspection  office.  The 
area  of  a  mining  plat  must  be,  for  colliers,  not  less  than  50,000  tsubos 
(about  41  acres)  and  for  other  mines  not  less  than  5,000  tsubos  (4.1 
acres^ ,  nor  exceed  for  mines  of  any  kind  600  000  tsubos  (about  490 
acres).  Japanese  subjects  and  juridical  persons  constituted  conform- 
ably to  the  laws  of  the  Empire  may  acquire  mining  rights. 

Mining  rights  are  classed  as  real  rights,  to  which  the  provisions 
relative  to  immovable  property  are  correspondingly  applicable,  and 
they  are  indivisible.  They  can  not  be  made  objects  of  rights  other 
than  those  of  succession,  transfer,  and  those  taken  in  consequence  of 
nonpayment  of  national  taxes,  and  execution ;  but  the  right  of  per- 
manent mining  may  become  the  object  of  a  mortgage.  The  duration 
of  a  right  of  prospecting  is  two  years  from  the  date  of  registration 
thereof 

The  production  of  coal  in  1906  amounted  to  12,980,000  tons,  valued 
at  $31,672,000.  In  the  same  year  the  production  of  copper  amounted 
to  42,700  tons,  valued  at  $15,039,963,  the  largest  output  m  the  history 
of  copper  mining  in  this  country.  Of  the  mineral  products  coal  and 
copper  are  the  only  ones  of  special  consequence,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  for  tiieir  continued  development  and  prosperity  for  many 
years  to  come. 

The  petroleum  industry  is  now  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  Japanese, 
they  having  purchased  the  entire  interests  of  all  foreign  producers. 
While  it  is  naving  a  slow  and  continuous  growth,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
experts  that  it  can  not  have  an  extensive  development  in  the  future. 

The  total  value  of  mine  products  for  the  last  annual  statistics,  1906, 
was  $54,198,919.  This  is  an  increase  of  about  100  per  cent  in  four 
years.  The  bulk  of  this  increase  is  represented  in  coal  and  copper, 
each  of  which  has  increased  100  per  cent. 
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STOCK  BREEDING — ^WAOES  AND  INSURANCE. 

The  Government  is  giving  special  attention  to  the  importation  of 
cattle,  horses,  and  fowls,  and  is  importing  in  these  lines  many  of  the 
best  breeds  throughout  the  world.  These  animals  and  fowls  are  loaned 
to  private  applicants  for  the  purpose  of  breeding.  As  an  encourage- 
ment for  equine  raising  the  Government  awards  prizes  to  various 
local  exhibitions. 

A  number  of  cattle  and  horse  breeding  farms  are  conducted  by  the 
Government.  There  are  also  a  number  of  stock  farms  for  special 
breeding  under  the  imperial  household,  and  several  Japanese  men  of 
wealth  also  have  breeding  farms  for  the  production  of  high-class 
stock.  Interest  is  being  taken  throughout  Japan  in  the  matter  of  im- 
proving horses,  cattle,  and  other  kihds  of  live  stock.  The  demand  for 
fresh  milk  and  good  beef  is  constantly  on  the  increase,  and  the  growth 
of  the  dairy  industry  is  certain  to  be  continuous  and  extensive. 

The  increased  tariff  and  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  protection 
for  the  development  of  home  manufacturing,  together  with  burdens 
of  new  taxes^  have  naturally  raised  the  price  of  all  commodities,  and 
this  has  carried  with  it  a  marked  increase  in  wages.  Of  the  35  classi- 
fied employments  the  official  reports  show  a  nominal  increase  of  wages 
for  the  past  ten  years  of  about  100  per  cent. 

The  increased  cost  of  food,  rent,  taxation^  and  living  has  of  course 
consumed  a  considerable  proportion  of  this  increase  in  wages.  It  has 
not,  however,  taken  it  all,  and  there  is  a  substantial  improvement  in 
social  life  and  standard  of  living  among  the  laborers  in  Japan.  In 
the  classified  lines  of  employment,  the  wages  range  from  16  to  32 
cents  per  day.  This  is  the  average  for  the  whole  country.  In  the 
prominent  seaport  cities  wages  range  considerably  higher. 

This  increase  of  wages  throughout  Japan  has  not  been  brought 
about  without  considerable  contention  between  employers  and  em- 
ployees. Strikes  have  grown  specially  prevalent,  and  the  destruction 
of  property  in  1907  amounted  to  several  millions  of  dollars. 

There  were  few  strikes  that  did  not  result  in  the  increase  of  wages. 
The  spirit  of  striking  seems  to  have  taken  a  strong  hold  among  the 
laborers  in  almost  every  line  of  industrv,  and  the  indications  are  that 
strikes  and  organization  of  laborers  will  receive  increasing  attention. 
There  are  no  laws  governing  factories,  age  of  employment,  fixing 
number  of  hours,  or  in  any  way  regulating  labor  employment.  These 
matters  are  just  beginning  to  be  discussed  and  will  eventually  result 
in  legislation  and  regulation  on  the  subject. 

The  Government  has  provided  regulations  for  the  organization  of 
a  guild  of  all  the  imperial  railway  employees.  The  Government  is 
to  grant  to  this  guild  an  amount  not  exceeding  2  per  cent  of  the  total 
wages  of  such  employees  every  year,  and  the  employees  must  become 
members  of  the  guild  and  subscribe  1  to  2  per  cent  of  their  wages 
toward  a  common  fund  which,  together  with  the  grants  from  the 
Government,  is  to  be  used  as  insurance  against  injury  and  for  long- 
service  pensions. 
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IMF0BT8  FBOM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


In  the  following  table  are  given  the  imports  into  Japan  from  the 
United  States  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Animals,  cattle  and  horses 

Bicyclos  and  parts 

Boots  and  shoes 

Cotton  goods: 

Drius,  duck,  etc 

Underwear 

Cars,  electric  and  railway. 

Coal 

Comestibles,  tinned  and 

bottled 

Cotton,  raw,  ginned 

Dairy  products , 

Drugs,  chemicals,  medi- 
cines  

Etectric  wire.  Insulated. . , 
Fats: 

Animal 

other 

FertUlMr , 

Flour,  wheat , 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Gold,    silver,    platinum, 

liquid 

Gauges  and  meters 

Hides  and  skins 

Implements  and  tools 

India  rubber  and  manu- 
liBCtnres  of. 


1006. 
110,450 

56,752 
80,808 
157,024 
19,628 

105,044 

9,802,295 

452,852 

348,716 


1007. 


Ink,  printing  and  litho- 
graphing   

Instroments: 

Surgical 

Surveying 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoo- 
turesof: 

Anchors  and  chains... 

Bars  and  rods 

Bolts,  screws,  nuts... 

Building  and  bridge 
material 

Nails 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Ralls 

Sheets,  galvanized. . . 

Tangles,  etc 

Wire 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Leather: 

Sole 

All  other 


50,801 
34,417 
190,320 
3,962,135 
29,150 

48,397 
6,731 


113,598 

30,307 

60,750 
10,472 


55,844 
39,816 
35,197 

325,820 
664,420 
399,919 
261,232 
414,910 
75,663 


125,096 
17,062 

639,805 
440,250 


119,268 

237,681 

7,032 

66,991 

9,135 

412,612 

61,075 

36.604 

14,304,287 

613,660 

360,713 
136,248 


102,676 

222,167 

2,916,821 

23,871 

40.281 
167,116 
150,580 
123,275 

137,878 


36,322 

54,613 
64,516 


Articles. 


61,491 
181,776 
124,192 

441.868  I 
486,835 
661,119 
102,963 
650,939  . 
266,325  I 
27,665  1 
78,181 
122,296 

996,885 
330,428 


Liquors,  all  kinds 

Locomotives  and  tenders. 
Machinery  and  parts: 

Electric  dynamos  and 
motors. 

Engines  and  boilers... 

Fire  and  pumping 

Lifting..:. 

Paper-making 

Turning  lathes 

Another 

Metals: 

Antifriction 

Lead,  ingots,  etc 

Mercury 

All  other 

Oils: 


Linseed. 

Lubricating 

Mineral  colza 

Turpentine 

Paints 

Paper: 

Photographic 

Printing 

Another 

Paraffin 

Pencils 

Salmon  and  trout,  salted. . 

Sewing  machines 

Soap 

Suear,  confectionery,  etc. . 

Tooaoco.  leaf 

Typewriters 

Wheat 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Boards 

Round,  squared,  etc. . 

Another 

Parcel  post 

All  other  articles 


Total. 
Reexports.. 


Grand  totaL. 


1906. 


122.482 
472,773 

430,964 


167,678 
93,242 
109,479 


1,727,845 

12,167 
319,127 

41,996 
131,604 

4,778,099 
31,567 
405,605 
113,619 
40,011 
48,159 

16.323 
402,602 
304,793 
669.404 

64,346 
182,436 
142,542 

58,865 

55,929 
707.676 

39,319 
581,356 


24.361 
116,786 
112,564 
152,353 
3,046,203 


34,960.178 
14,162 


34,974,340 


1907. 


168,722 
774,424 

493,130 

373,724 
248,600 
64,564 
245,821 
106,461 
803,116 

46,346 

207,12^ 

19,706 

94,344 

4,734,626 
27,864 
289,242 
71,028 
26,802 
61.174 

23,296 

147,513 

160,481 

1,053.806 

18.603 

23,040 

276.404 

55,621 

42,043 

246,426 

21.450 

1,905,964 


139,634 
332.602 
38.656 
92,933 
2,652,145 


40,176,483 
10,804 


40,187,287 


REVIEW   OF   IMPORTS   FROM    THE   UNITED    STATES. 

Imports  into  Japan  from  the  United  States  of  bone  dust,  used  as 
fertilizer,  increased  to  $51,270  in  1907  from  $5,874  in  1906.  In  1907 
British  India  supplied  more  than  50  per  cent  of  this  article,  and 
Great  Britain  about  15  per  cent;  the  balance  was  shared  by  the 
United  States,  Australia,  and  Germany.  The  United  States  fur- 
nished 60  per  cent  of  the  milk  imported.  The  United  Kingdom  and 
Switzerland  are  the  leading  competitors  in  this  article.  The  duty 
on  condensed  milk  is  $4.98  per  132.27  pounds  under  the  general  tariff, 
and  6  cents  per  dozen  1-pound  cans  under  conventional  tariff,  which 
applies  to  imports  from  the  United  States.  This  step  taken  by  the 
Government  may  increase  the  number  of  condensed-milk  factories 
in  Japan,  now  not  more  than  6  or  7  in  number,  located  in  Hokkaido, 
Tokyo,  Bonin  Island,  and  Shizuoka  Ken.    According  to  the  latest 
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official  statistics,  the  number  of  milk  cows  in  Japan  is  given  as  30,850, 
and  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  the  industry  develops  to  an  extent 
likely  to  check  the  imports. 

Imports  of  raw  codon,  cotton  goods,  and  food  products  from  the 
United  States  for  the  year  increased  about  50  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  1906,  but  were  still  more  than  20  per  cent  less  than  tiie  imports 
during  1905.  There  was  a  material  increase  from  all  import  coun- 
tries, and.  as  in  previous  years,  British  India  leads,  with  over  $28,- 
600,000,  followed  by  the  United  States,  with  $14,304,287.  China 
comes  third  with  $11,700,000,  Egypt  fourth  with  about  $1,692,000, 
and  French  Indo-China  fifth,  with  $328,000. 

Japanese  authorities  in  Korea  are  encouraging  cotton  raising  there 
with  a  view  of  increasing  Korea's  cotton  export  into  Japan,  and  thus 
far  reports  from  their  agricultural  experiment  stations  are  favorable, 
and  it  may  develop  into  one  of  the  rising  industries  of  that  country. 
Increased  imports  of  cotton  for  the  year  are  due  to  the  increased 
number  of  cotton  mills  for  the  production  of  cotton  yam  and  doth 
for  the  Chinese  market. 

The  total  imports  of  cotton  drills  and  ducks  in  1907  were  less  than 
6  per  cent  of  those  for  1905,  and  dropped  off  more  than  one-third  as 
compared  with  1906.  In  all  lines  or  cotton  goods  the  home  pro- 
duction is  rapidly  increasing  to  meet  not  only  the  home  demands,  but 
to  compete  with  other  countries  in  the  oriental  markets. 

If  tobacco  is  classed  as  a  food  product,  the  imports  of  this  class 
for  the  year  will  show  a  decrease  of  $846,000.  On  account  of  the 
increasing  home  production  of  canned  goods  and  the  high  tariff, 
there  is  little  prospect  for  development  of  this  trade. 

IRON,  STEEL,  AND   OTHER  METAL  GOODS. 

Imports  of  building  materials  were  more  than  doubled.  In  1906 
imports  from  the  United  States  led  other  countries,  but  in  1907  those 
from  Germany  were  nearly  trebled,  and  amounted  to  $620,000,  while 
those  from  the  United  States  were  nearly  doubled,  amounting  to 
$441,868.  Imports  of  iron  and  steel  plates,  sheets,  and  galvanized 
wire  from  the  United  States  fell  off  more  than  50  per  cent,  while 
the  total  imports  were  greatly  increased.  As  in  other  iron  and  steel 
products,  the  increase  went  to  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
Belgium.  The  imports  of  insulated  electric  wire  from  uie  United 
States  are  steadily  declining. 

Imports  of  locomotives  increased  about  30  per  cent,  but  were  still 
much  less  than  in  1905.  The  United  States  practically  controls  the 
imports  in  this  line;  for  the  year  84  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
came  from  the  United  States,  10  per  cent  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  balance  from  Germany.  The  total  imports  of 
nails  increased  about  50  per  cent,  while  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  fell  off  one-third.    Imports  from  Germany  were  doubled. 

During  the  past  three  years  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the 
imports  from  tne  United  States  of  iron  and  steel  sheets  and  plates, 
rails,  pipes,  and  tubes.  The  great  increase  in  consumption  and  total 
imports  was  caused  by  the  increasing  water  systems  for  cities,  and 
water-power  plants.  As  fast  as  the  country  is  able  to  finance  these 
undertakings,  the  imports  will  continue  to  mcrease. 
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Imports  of  railway  passenger  and  freight  cars  are  decreasing  be- 
cause of  the  increasea  local  production,  and  of  inactivity  in  extension 
of  railways  during  the  year.  Imports  from  the  United  States,  how- 
ever, remained  practically  unchanged,  while  Great  Britain  lost  over 
50  per  cent  of  its  trade  in  this  line  m  the  last  three  years. 

LEATHER,  LUBRICATING  OIL,  BICYCLES,  AND  ELECTRIC  MACHINERY. 

In  1907  imports  of  leather  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
about  $1,200,000.  The  United  States  practically  controls  the  sole- 
leather  trade,  and  supplies  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  In 
hides  and  skins^  Korea,  China,  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  the 
chief  suppliers  m  the  year  1907,  in  the  order  named.  The  tanning 
industry  m  Japan  is  almost  certain  to  increase.  However,  the  in- 
creased use  of  leather,  especially  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes,  will  continually  outgrow  the  local  production,  jso  that  the 
United  States  may  look  forward  to  increasing  sales  for  ordinary 
leather  and  more  particularly  for  sole  leather. 

Lubricating  oil  is  one  of  the  articles  imports  of  which  are 
practically  controlled  by  the  United  States.  In  1907  the  United 
States  supplied  $289,242,  which  represents  about  97  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports.  Local  production  of  this  oil  is  increasing.  The  import 
from  the  United  States  of  bicycles  and  tricycles  decreased,  while  that 
from  tJie  United  Kingdom  increased  more  than  50  jjer  cent.  Parts 
of  bicycles  are  imported  considerably,  and  built  up  in  this  country. 
Trade  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  under  review  in  imports 
into  Japan  amounted  to  $173,069,  ana  the  prospects  are  that  this 
trade  will  increase. 

Electric  machinery  from  the  United  States  in  1907,  though  one- 
third  less  than  in  1905,  was  about  35  per  cent  more  than  1906.  As  in 
previous  years  the  United  States  furnished  over  60  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom  with  a  little  over 
26  per  cent,  and  France  with  about  12  per  cent.  With  the  develop- 
ment of  hydro-electric  power  establishments  and  expansion  of  various 
electric  undertakings,  this  trade  with  Japan  ought  to  increase. 

PAPER  MAKING,  PUMPING,  AND  OTHER  MACHINERY. 

Imports  of  paper-making  machinery  into  Japan  were  more  than 
doubled,  and  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  which  was  over  50  per 
cent  of  the  total,  increased  proportionally.  The  balance  of  the  trade 
in  this  line  was  shared  almost  equally  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Grermany. 

The  total  imports  of  pumping  machinery  were  more  than  doubled 
and  the  United  States  received  her  portion  of  the  increase.  The 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  practically  control  the  trade, 
but  imports  from  Germany  are  increasing. 

The  total  imports  of  sewing  machines  increased  more  than  50  per 
cent,  while  the  trade  of  the  United  States  was  doubled,  and  amounted 
to  $276,404,  which  represents  over  73  per  cent  of  the  total  imports, 
German  imports  were  more  than  35  per  cent  in  1906,  but  were  reduced 
to  about  16  per  cent  of  the  total  in  1907. 
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In  1905  and  1906  the  United  States  was  practically  the  only  coun- 
try that  supplied  steam  turbin:s  to  Japan.  In  1907  the  total  imports 
amounted  to  more  than  $500,000,  of  wnich  the  United  Kingdom  sup- 
plied 65  per  cent  and  the  United  States  30  per  cent;  the  balance  was 
shared  by  Grermanjr,  France,  and  Switzerland. 

Imports  of  turning  lathes  from  the  United  States  were  reduced 
to  one-half  of  those  for  1906,  while  those  of  the  United  Kingdom 
increased.  In  1906  the  latter  country  had  49  per  cent  of  this  trade, 
and  the  United  States  38  per  cent.  In  1907  tne  United  Kingdom's 
share  was  76  per  cent  and  that  of  the  United  States  21  per  cent,  and 
amounted  to  $106,461. 

PABAFFIN,  PETROLEUM,   PAPER,    AND   FISH. 

Paraffin  wax  is  another  article  the  imports  of  which  are  practically 
controlled  by  the  United  States,  which  country  supplies  about  80  per 
cent  of  the  total.  The  consumption  of  this  article  seems  to  be  quite 
constant  It  is  used  in  the  production  of  candles  consumed  in  lan- 
terns. 

Imports  of  petroleum  from^  the  United  States  remain  practically 
the  same  in  the  year  under  review,  both  in  quantity  and  value.  There 
was  an  increase  in  consumption,  however,  as  the  native  production 
increased  10  per  cent  in  1906,  the  latest  year  of  record,  and  for  1907 
the  imports  rrom  Dutch  India  doubled,  reaching  more  than  half  of 
that  from  the  United  States,  while  that  from  Asiatic  Russia  also 
increased  about  40  per  cent. 

The  total  imports  of  printing  paper  increased  more  than  50  per 
cent,  but  imports  from  the  United  States  fell  to  about  one-third  of 
1906,  and  amounted  to  only  $147,513.  In  1906  the  United  States  led 
all  countries,  followed  by  "Belgium,  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany, 
and  Austria-Hunffary  in  the  order  named.  In  the  year  under  review 
Belgium  ranks  fist  with  about  $400,000,  closely  followed  by  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Germany  with  $389,000  and  $375,000  respec- 
tively; Austria-Hungary  ranks  fourth  with  $152,000,  Sweden  and 
Norway  combined  rank  fifth,  with  $151,000. 

The  imports  of  salted  salmon  and  trout  from  the  United  States  fell 
from  $182,436  to  $23,040.  The  total  imports  were  less  than  one-third 
of  the  previous  year;  imports  from  Asiatic  Russia  were  reduced  to 
$2,522  from  over  $558,000  in  1906,  while  those  from  British  America 
were  greatly  increased  and  represent  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total 
for  the  year. 

Imports  in  timber  and  lumber  are  increasing  and  in  1907  the  United 
States,  as  in  previous  years,  practically  controlled  the  market,  supplv- 
ing$472,000  worth. 

The  total  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  dropped  to  about  one-fourth  of 
those  for  1905,  and  to  about  one-third  of  tnose  for  1906.  The  United 
States,  for  1907,  supplied  about  87  per  cent  of  the  total,  or  $247,000 
worth.  The  business  of  manufacturing  tobacco  in  Japan  is  a  govern- 
ment monopoly  and  the  Government  is  the  only  imi)orter.  Decreased 
imports  are  due  to  the  increase  in  the  home  production. 
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WHEAT  AND  WHEAT  TIOXTEL 

The  percentage  of  the  total  wheat  imports  for  1905, 1906,  and  1907 
supplied  by  the  United  States  were,  respectively,  66,  81,  and  68^  and 
of  the  total  wheat  flour  imports,  97.  96,  and  94.5  per  cent,  respectively. 
The  values  of  the  wheat  imports  tor  the  three  years  were  $1,214,410, 
$581,356,  and  $1,305,954,  respectively,  and  of  the  wheat  flour,  $4,816,- 
774,  $3,962,136,  and  $2,916,821,  respectively.  Imports  of  wheat  in 
1907  from  other  coimtries  were,  from  Korea  $182,984,  from  Australia 
$275,000,  and  from  China  $8,100. 

Only  a  small  amount  of  wheat  was  imported  from  China,  but  each 
year  will  show  a  large  increase,  and  Manchuria  will  eventually  pro- 
vide large  quantities  of  wheat  for  mills  of  Japan.  As  long  as  the 
bulk  of  the  wheat  to  supply  the  Japanese  mills  must  come  irom  the 
United  States,  the  milling  interest  will  have  serious  difficulty  in  com- 
peting with  American  flour  because  of  the  difficulty  in  marketing  the 
oflfal.  Already  Japanese  mills  are  finding  difficulty  in  marketing 
their  bran,  shorts,  etc. 

Wheat  is  brourfit  from  the  United  States  into  Japan,  paying  mar- 
ket value  on  the  Pacific  coast,  ground  into  flour,  and  the  bran,  etc.,  are 
reexported  to  the  United  States.  Wheat  pays  an  import  duty  of 
$0,269  and  flour  of  $0.7221  per  132.27  pounds.  The  mills  are  pro- 
ducing more  than  the  Japanese  market  will  consume,  and  the^  are 
now  endeavoring  to  compete  with  American  flour  in  the  Chinese 
market  The  duty  on  wheat  is  felt  a  burden,  and  the  mill  owners 
have  united  in  asking  the  department  of  finance  for  a  rebate  on 
flour,  bran,  etc.,  exported. 

GENERAL  NOTES  ON  IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNriED  STATES. 

There  was  a  substantial  increase  for  ihe  year  1907  in  imports  from 
the  United  States  into  Japan  amounting  to  $5,212,947.  While  this 
increase  was  due  largely  to  the  imports  of  raw  cotton,  a  careful  study 
of  imports  of  metafa,  machinery,  and  manufactured  products  from 
metals  shows  an  increase  of  $2,700,000.  The  chief  competitors  of  the 
United  States  in  these  lines  are  the  United  Kingdom  and  Grermany. 
In  order  to  hold  this  trade  American  manufacturers  should  send  well- 
qualified  representatives  to  Japan  to  secure  orders. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  TTNrTED  STATES. 

The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Japan  during  1907 
amounted  to  $66,288,315,  showing  an  increase  of  more  than  60  per 
cent  within  the  past  five  years.  For  a  number  of  years  the  United 
States  has  taken  more  of  Japan's  exports  than  any  other  country. 

In  the  following  comparative  table  are  given  the  exports  by  articles 
to  the  United  States  for  1906, 1906,  and  1907. 
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Articles. 


1906. 


Braids,  straw  aod  chip S50O,666 

Brushes 261,878 

Camphor 490,771 

Coal 78,127 

Copper,  ingots  and  slabs 

Fans 

LacQuered  wore 

LUyl)ulbs 

If  ab  and  matting 

Peanuts 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Paper,  copying 

Railway  sleepers 

Rice 

Sake 

Bilk,  raw i  29,295,205 

Soy 78,458 

Tea 4,665,540 

Textlle&T  I 

Cotton  tissues ' 

Linen  tablecloths 

Silkgoods— 

nabutflD  and  tissue 5,060,426 

Handkerchiefis 978, 088 

Noshi  and  KIblso  silk 65,118 

Toys 108,231 

Wax,  vegetable I         88,586 

Other  articles I       678,902 


133,766 

105,214 

84,051 

2,330,295 

98,076 

1,407,576 

73,087 

37 

140,327 

104,607 


61,097 
48,312 


Total I  47,004,625 


1906. 


$404,310 
300,786 
606,406 
24,496 

1,284,575 
165,055 
145,830 
117,453 

2,671,874 
108,858 

2,167,627 
109,399 


230,582 

138,530 

39,030.258 

120,190 

4,652,806 

89,460 
176,560 

4,806,426 

1,091,060 

88,289 

225,883 

114,773 

4,160,678 


62,982,202 


1907. 


1324, 2n 
880,979 
841,400 
679,606 

1,642,160 
181,600 
136,886 
141,808 

2,617,866 
305,962 

1,900,662 
102,677 
105,484 
370,789 
138,189 
89,720,427 
117,466 

6,406,961 

46,648 
1,131,738 

3,966.731 

1,000,439 

104,894 

192,366 

131.486 

8,868,778 


65,288,816 


Camphor  is  a  government  monopoly  in  Japan,  and  for  ten  years 
preceding  March,  1908,  an  English  firm  acted  as  the  Government's 
exclusive  sales  agent.  Since  that  date  the  Government  has  been  con- 
ducting the  business  direct  and  a  number  of  branch  houses  of  the 
Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  a  Japanese  company  with  headquarters  at 
Tokyo,  were  appointed  special  agents.  On  account  of  the  increased 
product  in  Fukien  and  otner  provinces  in  China,  and  of  the  artificial 
camphor  in  European  markets,  and  perhaps  more  on  account  of  the 
business  depression  throughout  the  world  m  1907,  these  articles  suf- 
fered most.  Early  in  1907  Japanese  camphor  was  quoted  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $62.50,  which  during  the  latter  half  or  the  year  de- 
clined to  $44.50  per  100  kin  or  132.27  pounds. 

The  big  increase  in  coal  exports  in  1907  was  caused  by  the  ship- 
ments of  Hokkaido  and  other  coal  to  the  Pacific  coast  early  in  the 
year,  when  a  scarcity  of  coal  was  reported  there  on  account  of  strikes 
prevailing  in  the  United  States.  The  fish  and  whale  oil  industry 
sprang  into  importance  since  the  late  war.  The  total  exports  in  1905 
was  a  little  over  $370,000,  which  increased  to  $610,000  in  1906  and  to 
$1,481,667  in  1907.  Of  these  amounts  the  United  States  took  only 
$15  in  1905,  nothing  in  1906,  but  during  the  year  under  review  over 
1,600,000  pounds,  valued  at  $48,758. 

PEANUTS,  PORCELAIN,  RICE,  TEA,  TIMBER,  AND  SILK. 

The  total  export  of  peanuts  in  1907  was  more  than  twice  that  of 
1906,  the  United  States  taking  about  70  per  cent  of  the  output.  Of 
porcelain  also  the  United  States  took  more  than  half  of  the  total  ex- 
ports. The  porcelain  industry  has  felt  the  business  depression  in 
America  and  Europe  and  as  a  result  the  output  of  1908  will  probably 
fall  short  of  that  of  1907.    Exports  of  rice  increased  over  1906  and 
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amounted  to  $370,789,  which  is  more  than  20  per  cent  of  the  total  ex- 
ports of  this  commodity  from  Japan. 

The  exports  of  green  tea  to  the  United  States  increased  about  6 
per  cent  m  quantity  and  about  15  per  cent  in  value,  as  compared 
with  1906,  and  amounted  to  28,730,000  pounds,  valued  at  $5,048,597, 
which  represents  about  92  per  cent  of  the  total  tea  exports.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  black  tea  to  the  amount  of  $212,430  and  tea  dust  to  the 
amount  of  $126,000  were  exported  to  the  United  States.  The  exports 
of  timber  and  lumber  to  the  United  States  increased  to  $147,000  in 
1907  from  $45,000  in  1906.  The  increase  was  in  the  exports  of  rail- 
way sleepers,  mostly  of  hard  wood  from  Hokkaido  to  southern  Cali- 
fornia, and  amounted  to  $100,548. 

Exports  of  raw  silk  in  1907  decreased  about  15  per  cent  in  quantity, 
but  increased  more  than  5  per  cent  in  value.  As  in  previous  years 
the  United  States  took  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  exports.  The 
great  decrease  in  exports  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the 
fall  in  price  left  a  large  quantity  of  raw  silk  in  the  hands  of  Japanese 
exporters,  who  met  with  enormous  losses  in  the  year's  transactions, 
as  the  silK  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  producers  and  dealers  at  high 
prices.    The  year  proved  to  be  most  profitable  and  prosperous  for  the 

growers  and  reelers.  For  years  the  United  States  was  the  largest 
uyer  of  habutae  silk  piece  goods,  and  in  1907  took  far  more  than 
Franxje,  Great  Britain,  or  British  India.  The  exports  to  these  three 
countries  are  increasing,  and  for  1908  the  prospects  are  that  the  total 
exports  will  exceed  those  of  former  years. 

Exports  of  table  cloths  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
Japanese  customs  returns,  increased  from  $177,259  in  1906  to 
$1,131,738  in  1907.  The  linen  cloth  for  these  was  formerly  imported 
here  to  be  worked  and  then  reexported.  The  Japanese  customs  au- 
thorities did  not  include  these  imijorts  or  exports  in  their  returns 
heretofore,  but  for  1907  these  were  included,  thereby  showing  such  a 
marked  increase  in  the  exports. 

TRADE  WITH  CHINA. 

Imports  from  China  and  Kwangtung  into  Japan  for  the  year  in- 
creased from  $28,583,575  to  $33,860,037.  The  largest  increase  was  in 
raw  cotton,  from  $9,143,092  to  $11,685,711.  The  next  largest  increase 
was  in  bean  oil  cake,  used  as  fertilizer,  amounting  to  $1,990,073. 
These  two  items,  thereiore,  practically  make  up  the  increased  imports. 
The  leading  articles  of  imports  from  Korea  were  beans,  rice,  sesame, 
rape  and  cotton  seed,  bristles,  hides,  wax,  lacquer,  wool,  raw  silk,  iron 
ore,  iron  ingots,  and  straw  braid. 

The  great  volume  of  imports  of  bean  oil  cake,  amounting  to  over 
$8,000,000,  most  of  which  came  from  Manchuria,  and  used  to  supply 
the  necessary  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  to  produce  the  food  supply  of 
Japan  shows  clearly  the  economic  importance  of  Manchuria  to  the 
life  of  Japan.  The  continued  increase  in  imports  of  various  forms  of 
raw  material  from  China  appears  to  demonstrate  that  China  is  the 
most  essential  country  in  an  economic  way  to  Japan's  future  pros- 
perity, and  that  it  must  necessarily  draw  from  China  food  products, 
fertilizers,  and  raw  material,  -and  also  have  a  free  access  to  the  market 
in  China  for  its  manufactured  goods. 
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In  the  following  table  are  given  the  principal  exports  from  Japan 
to  China  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Bechderoer 

Beverages: 

Beer 

Sake 

Brushes,  tooth 

Cement,  Portland 

Cigarettes 

C<^  and  charcoal 

Clocks 

Colle,  vegetable 

Comestibles: 

Canned 

Other 

Copper 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Fans 

Fishery  products 

Ginseng 

Glass: 

Bottles 

Other  glass 

Gloves 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel  manuliac- 

tures 

Other  metal  manufactures 

JInriklshas 

Lacquer  warp 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leather: 

Bags  and  sacks 

Boots  and  shoes 

Buttons 

Machinery  and  parts: 

Cotton  gins 

Printing 

Other 

Matches 

Medicines,  prepared .... 

Mirrors 

Match  sticks 

Railway  sleepers , 

Manufactures  of . . . 

Parcel  post 

Paper: 

Japanese 

Printing,  etc 

Books  and  Journals 


1906. 


1288,021 

325,796 
504,822 
14,148 
168, 187 
425,209 
5,028,579 
248,206 
131,285 


2,218,389 
193,819 

76,651 
377,980 

96,899 

65,184 
306,202 

44,663 
292,950 

455,360 


92,321 
218,104 

116,702 
133,964 
101,385 


71,704 

438,795 

1,723,060 

283,572 

349,888 

63,118 
811,249 

61,899 


966,296 
'367*486 


1907. 


Articles. 


$258,603 

302,162 
623,821 
12,621 
142,318 
611,694 
3,961,879 
173,329 
154,003 

99,076 

156,855 

5,152,204 

266,997 

96,728 
374,418 
102,354 

54,611 
370.684 

36,410 
185,824 

445,896 
170,094 
33,977 
32,304 
189,796 

63,036 
153,285 
107,044 

122,448 
123,154 
604,039 

2,116,622 

201,654 

168,273 

79,766 

1,214,965 
202,658 
166,709 

531,011 
181,026 
270,944 


Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Rice 

Scientific  articles 

Seaweed 

Soap: 

Toilet 

Other 

Soy 

Sugar,  refined... 

Tea 

Textiles: 
Cotton 
Drii 

Clothing  and  ac- 
cessories  

Handkerchiefs.... 
Nankeens,  imita- 
tion  

Shirtings- 
Gray 

Twilled 

Socks  and  stock- 
ings  

-     Tdoth 

All  other  tissues... 

Thread 

Towels 

Underwear 

Other    manufac- 
tures  

Silk-faced  cotton 

Woolen  and  hemp  tis- 
sues  

Toilet  articles 

Toys 

Umbrellas  and  parasols . . . 

Vegetables 

Ve^els,  steam  and  sail 

Wax,  vegetable 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber,  etc 

All  other  artteles 


1906. 


1907. 


$453,376 


TotalJapaneseprod- 

ucts 

Reexports 


Total. 


296,792 
721,360 

262,654 
29,267 


4,957,506 
117,240 


426,686 

231,365 
107,247 

112,751 

1,520,171 
93,640 

79,194 
327,768 
962,453 
187,542 
560,667 

93,973 

141,228 
417,519 


75,292 
96,252 


196,999 


2,264,573 
26,099,445 


57,826,794 
1.062,972 


$373,312 
125,843 
205,443 
714,106 

210,388 
9,324 
101, 104 
841,764 
102,216 


717,298 

433,344 
68,040 

409,443 

1,568,603 
102,197 

101, 129 
219,129 
600,061 
51,S68 
463,283 
155,856 

205,586 
410,672 

77,500 
153,695 


406,028 

173,  »0 

2,184,527 

53,752 

2,846,807 
17,327,4*n7 


51,904,915 
892,903 


52,797,908 


DECLINE    IN    EXPORTS    TO    CHINA. 

The  disappointing  feature  of  Japan's  commerce  for  1907  was  in 
her  trade  with  China.  It  was  a  natural  expectation  both  of  the  Jap- 
anese Government  and  its  commercial  people  that  the  trade  with 
China  was  to  be  an  ever  expanding  and  prosperous  one.  Exports  to 
China  for  the  year,  however,  show  a  decrease  of  $6,091,858  compared 
with  1906. 

This  condition  was  specially  disappointing  because  there  was  a 
marked  decrease  in  exports  of  cotton  manufactures.  It  was  in  this 
line  specially  that  Japan  expected  its  greatest  prosperity.  The  ex- 
ports of  cotton  yam  and  cotton  manufactured  goods  show  a  decrease 
to  China  and  Kwangtung  of  $2,685,253,  as  compared  with  1906.  The 
greatest  loss  was  in  exports  of  cotton  yam,  amounting  to  $3,555,000, 
and  in  gray  cotton  shirtings,  amounting  to  $699,000.  There  was  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent  in  cotton  drills  that  compete  with  the  cotton 
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manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  other  important  decrease  in 
exports  was  in  refined  sugar,  amounting  to  $4^115,000. 

To  overcome  the  disadvantages  of  competition  with  the  British 
sugar  refineries  in  China,  the  Government  put  into  effect  on  April  1. 
1907,  a  rebate  law,  returning  to  the  manufacturers  a  large  part  oi 
the  imj)ort  duty  on  raw  material  for  refined  sugar  sold  in  Japan,  and 
the  entire  duty  on  raw  material  for  refined  sugar  exported.  It  will 
be  observed  that  Japan's  loss  of  trade  in  China  was  primarily  in  cot- 
ton yam  and  refined  sugar.  In  both  of  these  articles  Japan  is  com- 
peting with  China  itseliT  It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
this  great  loss  of  the  trade  for  the  year  was  due  to  the  depreciation  in 
silver — China's  currency  standard. 

It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  Japan's  most  strenuous  competitor 
in  the  trade  of  China  eventually  must  be  China  itself.  The  result  of 
the  year's  business  is  in  no  wise  disappointing  in  so  far  as  Japan's 
capacity  to  compete  for  the  trade  of  China  with  other  nations  is  con- 
cerned. It  is  its  natural  field  of  trade  expansion  and  one  in  which  it 
will  lose  no  opportunity  to  advance  its  conmiercial  interests. 

INCREASED  IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Japan's  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  consists  largely  of  im- 
ports. Condensed  milk,  as  compared  with  1906,  shows  a  marked  in- 
crease. Imj)orts  of  hides,  sole  leather,  sheep  and  goat  leather  also 
show  a  considerable  increase,  as  did  also  soda-ash,  and  chlorate  of 
potash.  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  crude,  nearly  doubled,  while  nitrate  of 
soda  was  practically  nil. 

Imports  of  cotton  yarns  fell  to  one-third,  but  were  still  greater  than 
in  1905.  Wool  increased  one- third,  and  a  material  increase  occurred 
in  woolen  yarns.  Gray  and  white  shirtings  remained  practically  the 
same,  as  did  also  cotton  satin  and  Italian  cloth.  Cotton  drills,  flannel, 
velvet,  and  umbrella  cloth,  and  canvas  and  woolen  cloth  and  serges 
materiaUy  declined  due  to  the  increased  local  production.  Cotton 
blankets  and  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets  materially  increased. 

In  imports  of  iron  and  steel  bars  and  rods  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Belgium  increased  while  Germany  decreased.  In  small  rods 
and  wire  the  United  Kingdom,  Germanv,  and  Belgium  all  increased 
their  sales.  Tin  plates  from  the  United  kingdom  more  than  doubled, 
and  plates  and  sheets  increased  200  per  cent.  In  galvanized  sheets, 
British  trade  increased  55  per  cent,  and  that  of  the  United  States  in- 
creased considerably,  while  other  countries  remained  the  same.  In 
hoops  and  bands,  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  Bel- 
gium increased,  while  that  of  the  United  States  was  almost  entirely 
lost.  In  pipes  the  United  Kingdom's  imports  increased,  as  did  also 
those  of  Germany  and  the  United  States.  Copper  pipe  and  tube  im- 
ports from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Belgium  increased.  In  imports 
of  submarine  and  underground  cable,  and  of  insulated  electric  wire 
British  trade  increased  as  did  that  of  France  and  Germany. 

In  locomotives  the  British  and  German  trade  lost  heavily,  while 
that  of  the  United  States  increased.  In  railway  freight  and  pas- 
senger cars  there  was  a  serious  reduction  in  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  other  countries.  The  bicycle  trade  of  the  United 
Blingdom  increased  100  per  cent,  while  that  of  the  United  States  was 
mu(£  reduced.    Imports  of  steam  vessels  from  the  United  E^ingdom 
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largely  increased  over  1906,  while  the  total  imports  were  greatly  re- 
duced. 

British  trade  was  greatly  increased  in  imports  of  gas  engines, 
steam  turbines,  electric  machinery,  pumping  machinery,  lifting  ma- 
chinery, spinning  machinery,  steam  Doilers,  drilling  and  boring  ma- 
chinery, weaving  machinery,  turning  lathes,  and  beltings  or  hose  for 
machinery.  Imports  of  dynamite,  fish  guano,  and  phosphate  of  lime 
were  all  mcreased. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  British  trade  has  profited 
most  in  increased  imports.  This  is  only  natural  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  exporter  of  all  countries  in 
the  lines  of  machinery  and  implements  that  are  so  extensively  im- 
ported into  Japan.  In  addition  to  this  that  coimtry  is  also  furnishing 
capital  for  the  expansion  of  Japan,  and  this  capital  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  British  trade.  It  is  clearly  evident  that  the  British  bankers 
in  negotiating  these  loans  will  associate  them  with  the  purchase  of 
Britiaa  material  whenever  it  is  practicable. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  from  $11,231,598 
in  1906  to  $11,176,766  in  1907. 

MANY  CHANGES  IN  TRADE  OF  GERMANY. 

Imports  from  Germany  increased  from  $21,166,006  in  1906  to 
$23,738,536  in  1907.  (Jerman  trade  lost  heavily  in  sugar  on  account 
of  the  establishment  of  sugar  refineries  in  Japan.  Chlorate  of  potash 
suffered  to  the  advantage  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  France.  Dry 
indigo  imports  from  wrmany  increased  over  60  per  cent.  In  this 
article  British  India  is  the  only  other  country  furnishing  large  quan- 
tities. Imports  of  aniline  dye  remain  the  same;  Switzerland  is  the 
only  country  besides  Grermany  furnishing  any  amoimt 

in  wool,  German  trade  lost  seriously;  that  of  China,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  France  increased.  In  woolen  yam  the  German  trade 
increased  200  per  cent,  while  that  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  France 
enjoyed  a  moaerate  increase.  In  cotton  flannels  German  trade  lost 
heavily,  as  did  all  other  countries  on  account  of  production  in  Japan. 
In  woolen  serges  Gterman  trade  was  also  reduced,  but  in  less  propor- 
tion than  other  countries,  due  to  increased  production  in  this  coun- 
try.   (Jerman  trade  also  suffered  in  blankets  and  flannels. 

In  printing  paper  the  trade  of  Grermany  increased  over  200  per  cent, 
while  that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  Austria-Hungarv, 
Sweden,  and  Norway  all  increased.  The  United  States  was  the  only 
country  in  this  line  showing  serious  loss.  In  imitation  Japanese 
paper  the  German  trade  remains  the  same. 

In  iron  and  steel  bars  and  rods  there  was  a  slight  reduction,  but  in 
wire  there  was  a  large  increase,  as  there  was  in  galvanized  wire.  In 
iron  plates  and  sheets  the  imports  remained  the  same.  In  hoops  and 
bands  there  was  a  marked  increase.  There  was  also  an  increase  of 
nearly  50  per  cent  in  the  imports  of  rails. 

In  zinc  sheets  and  blocks  Grermany  held  its  own.  In  aluminum 
and  iron  nails  the  Grerman  imports  increased  100  per  cent  In  sub- 
marine and  underground  cables  the  trade  increased  enormously,  lead- 
ing all  other  countries.  Trade  increased  also  in  insulated  electric 
wire  and  locomotives.  Gtermany  also  secured  a  fair  portion  of  trade 
in  paper-making  machinery,  spinning  and  weaving  madiinery. 
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In  pulp  imports  Germany  held  its  own.  In  celluloid,  however,  it 
lost  heaviljr,  aue  to  material  reduction  in  the  total  imports.  A  sub- 
stantial gain  was  made  in  Portland  cement,  beltings,  toilet  soap, 
dynamite,  and  fish  guano. 

IMPORTS  FROM  GERMANY  INCREASE. 

On  the  whole,  German  exports  to  Japan  are  growiuj^  in  a  most 
substantial  and  thorough  way.  Increase  of  exports  or  practically 
100  per  cent  in  five  years  is  a  gratifying  showing,  and  stands  next  to 
that  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Germany  is  establishmg  a  larse  number  of  commercial  houses  in 
the  Orient,  and  the  German  clerks  work  on  lower  wages  and  longer 
hours  than  English  or  American  clerks,  and  devote  themselves  en- 
tirely to  the  extension  of  their  trade.  The  German  Government 
maintains  a  mechanical  engineer  here  in  its  consular  service,  who 
devotes  his  time  exclusively  to  the  extension  of  German  trade  in 
machinery.  The  Government  expends  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the 
consular  service,  and  maintains  a  much  larger  staff,  with  special  ex- 
perts in  various  departments,  than  any  other  country.  The  German 
merchants  also  extend  more  ^neral  credit,  and  devote  themselves  to 
producing  any  kind  of  machmery  that  is  desired,  regardless  of  their 
standards.  Thejr  pay  more  attention  to  details  and  are  willing  and 
anxious  to  negotiate  small  lines  of  trade.  They  are  also  extending 
their  banking  system  in  the  Orient,  and  are  encouraging  their  mer- 
chant^ through  their  various  banks. 

It  is  becoming  more  apparent  each  year  that  it  is  necessary  for  a 
country  bidding  for  the  trade  of  the  Orient  to  extend  its  banking 
sjrstem.  A  special  feature  of  large  commercial  transactions  is  the 
financing  of  great  enterprises  on  condition  that  machinery  and  instru- 
ments purchased  will  be  of  the  nationality  providing  the  loans.  This 
feature  of  the  oriental  trade  will  be  even  more  prominent  in  future 
than  in  the  past,  until  the  motto  "trade  follows  the  flaff"  will  be 
changed  to  the  motto  "trade  follows  the  nationality  of  finance." 
The  United  States  more  than  any  other  country  needs  a  thorough 
comprehension  of  this  fact 

The  exports  to  Germany  increased  from  $4,181,274  in  1906  to 
$6,605,298  in  1908. 

TRADE  wrrn  brttish  and  dutch  indies. 

Imports  from  British  India  increased  60  per  cent  in  five  years. 
There  was  a  reduction  in  im^rts  of  rice  oi  nearly  $1,000,000.  A 
material  increase  is  noticed  in  imports  of  sheep  and  goat  leather,  and 
also  in  cotton  in  the  seeds.  The  Dulk  of  trade  with  British  India  is 
in  raw  ginned  cotton,  which  increased  for  the  jrear  $8,000,000  and 
reached  the  enormous  sum  of  $28,000,000.  The  increase  in  imports 
of  flax,  hemp,  and  jute  for  the  year  was  more  than  60  per  cent, 
amounting  to  almost  as  much  as  that  from  the  Philippine  Islands. 
There  was  a  slijght  increase  in  the  imports  of  wool.  British  India  is 
one  of  the  leadmg  countries  from  which  Japan  secures  large  quanti- 
ties of  food  and  raw  materials  for  manuiacturing  purposes.  The 
total  imports  increased  from  $30,036,887  in  1906  to  $37^147,455  in 
1907,  and  the  exports  thereto  from  $6,155,214  to  $6,517,167  m  the  same 
time. 
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The  chief  articles  exported  to  British  India  are  copper,  dried 
ginger,  menthol  crystal,  and  silk  goods.  The  largest  single  item  is 
habutal  silk.  Knit  cotton  imderwear  increased  to  $1,350,000  and 
cotton  socks  and  stockings  increased  to  over  $50,000.  Other  articles 
exported  are  soap,  toothbrushes,  umbrellas  and  parasols,  lanterns  and 
lamps. 

Imports  from  Dutch  India  have  increased  from  $1,777,000  in  1902 
to  $10,957,656  in  1907.  The  imports  consist  entirely  of  two  items — 
petroleum,  amounting  to  about  $2,500,000,  and  raw  sugar,  amounting 
to  nearly  $8,500,000. 

SUGAR   AND   OIL   BEFINEREES   ESTABLISHED. 

The  establishment  in  Japan  of  extensive  sugar  refineries  was  the 
main  cause  in  this  great  increase  of  imports  from  Dutch  India.  There 
is  in  contemplation  the  establishment  of  a  large  oil  refinery  in  Japan 
based  upon  utilizing  crude  oil  from  Dutch  India.  The  development 
of  these  two  important  industries  in  Japan  is  certain  to  increase  the 
imports  of  unrefined  sugar  and  oil. 

In  the  development  of  sugar  refineries  in  Japan,  it  is  entering  into 
a  strenuous  competition  with  British  interests,  and  hopes  to  compete 
successfully  for  the  trade  of  China.  The  protection  afforded  them  by 
the  Government  practically  assures  them  the  trade  of  Japan,  and  the 
Government  has  arranged  a  system  of  rebates  oh  exports  which  will 
put  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  British  interests  for  the  trade 
of  China.  In  kerosene-oil  trade  the  competition  is  primarily  with 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  refineries  in  Japan  indicates  the  purpose  of  the  Japanese  to 
drive  out  the  Standard  Oil  Company  from  the  country.  One  large 
refinery  is  already  in  operation  at  Yokohama,  bringing  crude  oil  from 
California.  Another  large  one  is  contemplated  in  southern  Japan  to 
use  the  crude  oil  of  Dutch  India.  These,  together  with  the  develop- 
ment of  oil  wells  of  Japan,  and  refineries  with  their  own  product, 
may  eventually,  if  supported  by  the  Government,  control  the  entire 
market,  and  possibly  compete  with  the  American  oil  along  the  South 
Manchurian  jRailway. 

TRADE  WITH   KOREA   AND   HOKOKONO. 

The  import  and  export  trade  with  Korea  has  been  highly  satisfac- 
tory. The  imports  increased  from  $4,086,560  in  1906,  to  $8,152,995  in 
1907.  The  leading  articles  of  import  are  rice,  beans,  hides,  fertili- 
zers, wheat^  raw  cotton,  and  cattle. 

Trade  with  Korea  is  largely  in  exports  of  cotton  goods,  refined 
su^ar,  sake,  beer,  tobacco^  cigarettes,  fruits,  soy,  salt,  cotton  yam,  imi- 
tation nankeens,  gray  shirtings,  T  cloth,  towels,  blaiikets,  underwear, 
European  clothing,  paper,  bSoks  and  stationery,  coal,  cooking  uten- 
sils, porcelain,  lumber,  cement,  ropes,  bags,  umbrellas,  soap,  matches, 
drugs,  and  medicines.  The  exports  of  cotton  manufactures  increased 
from  $3,744,274  in  1906  to  $5,385,172  in  1907,  and  the  total  exports  in- 
creased  from  $12,554,459  to  $16,340,673  during  the  same  period. 
Since  1902  exports  to  Korea  increased  over  300  per  cent. 

The  imports  from  Hongkong  are  comparatively  small,  beiuj^  only 
$342,371  in  1906,  and  $408,664  m  1907.  The  chief  articles  of  import 
are  raw  sugar,  wheat,  packing  mats,  and  Portland  cement 
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The  exports  of  Japanese  goods  to  Hondkong  decreased  from 
$13,476,540  in  1906  to  $12,143,611  in  1907.  The  exports  of  copper 
decreased  from  $3,284,127  in  1906  to  $2,388,282  in  1907.  During  the 
same  time  exports  of  fish  products  increased  from  $2,190,123  to 
$2,464,314;  coal  increased  from  $2,384,259  to  $2,713,997;  cotton  manu- 
factures increased  from  $1,294,746  to  $1,346,921;  matches  decreased 
from  $1,561,980  to  $1,229,927.  Among  the  other  leading  articles  of 
export  to  Honffkong  are  mushrooms,  wax,  furs,  porcelain  and  earth- 
enware, umbrellas  and  parasols,  ginseng,  clocks,  and  lamps. 

INCREASE  IN  THE  PHILIPPINE  TBADE. 

Imports  from  the  Philippine  Islands  increased  over  100  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1906.  The  principal  products  imported  were  raw 
sugar  and  hemp.  The  former  increasea  nearly  300  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year,  due  to  the  increased  capacity  of  the  Japanese  refineries. 
The  imports  of  hemp  and  other  fibers  increased  from  $305,716  in  1906 
to  $398,068.  The  following  table  gives  the  imports,  by  articles,  from 
the  Philippines  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

Coffee 

1188 

Copra 

308 

Cordage,  ropes,  etc 

836 

Hemp  and  other  fibers 

305,  no 

Palm  oil 

1,706 

SeashHH 

792 

Saear,  raw 

211, 138 

Leaf*. 

4,796 

All  other 

38,143 

1907. 


1099 
2,348 
2,374 

398,068 
2,774 
1,854 
1,184 

606,662 

4,881 
87,736 


Articles. 


Travelers'  effects 
All  other  articles. 

Total 

Reimports 

Total 


1906. 


$302 
5,146 


568,570 
702 


609,272 


1907. 


1002 
6,240 


1,065,431 
9,840 


1,075,271 


The  exports  to  the  Philippines  increased  from  $684,968  in  1906  to 
$894,272  in  1907.  The  largest  item  of  export  is  cotton  manufactures, 
which  decreased  from  $493,600  to  $413,253  in  1907.  Other  leading 
articles  exported  to  the  Philii)pines  are  potatoes,  onions,  mineral 
water,  vegetable  wax,  straw  braid,  silk  handkerchiefs,  matches,  fans, 
glass  manufactures,  lamps,  drugs,  and  medicines. 

The  imports  from  Hawaii  for  1906  and  1907  were  valued  at  $7,007 
and  $9,621,  respectively.  The  onlv  important  article  in  1906  was 
$4,045  worth  or  coffee.  In  1907  tne  import  of  coffee  amounted  to 
$2,113,  that  of  machinery  to  $3,063,  and  that  of  molasses  and  sugar 
$1,373. 

The  exports  to  Hawaii  increased  from  $1,373,594  in  1906  to  $1,- 
727.401  in  1907.  The  largest  item  of  export  was  rice,  which  amounted 
to  $462,630  in  1906  and  $685,113  in  1907.  Other  leading  articles  of 
export  to  Hawaii  are  sake,  soy,  cotton  tissues,  beans,  fish,  sulphur, 
pea  cheese,  porcelain  and  earthenware,  drugs,  and  medicines.  Ex- 
ports to  Hawaii  are  almost  exclusively  for  consumption  by  Japanese 
resident  in  the  islands. 

There  was  a  slight^  increase  in  imports  from  Asiatic  Russia.  It 
was  the  first  year  of  imports  of  wheat  from  that  section,  due  to  the 
establishment  of  mills  in  Japan.  There  was  a  very  material  reduc- 
tion in  imports  of  salted  salmon,  due  to  the  extension  of  rights  of 
Japanese  fishermen  to  enter  the  Ajsiatic  waters,  whereby  the  Japanese 
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fishing  fleets  have  been  able  to  gather  fish  themselves.  The  other 
large  items  of  import  were  grains,  fertilizers,  and  petroleum. 

The  export  traae  with  Asiatic  Kussia  declined  over  50  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1906.  Amonff  the  leading  items  of  export  are  rice, 
say,  vegetables,  fresh  fruits,  beer,  cotton  goods,  European  clothing, 
and  coal.  The  decline  in  this  trade  indicates  that  the  exports  that 
formerly  went  through  Vladivostok  to  northern  Manchuria  now  pass 
to  the  same  destination  via  Dalny  and  the  South  Manchurian 
Eailway. 

The  import  trade  with  British  America  increased  50  per  cent  over 
1906  and  now  amounts  to  over  $600,000.  Imports  consist  of  wheat, 
flour,  salted  salmon,  printing  paper,  lumber,  butter  and  cheese,  cows 
for  dairy  purposes,  and  lead. 


KOBE. 

By  ViCE-CoiTSUL  Waltkb  Gassett. 

The  total  trade  of  this  consular  district  for  1907  was  $221,932,182, 
against  $199,359,729  for  1906,  an  increase  of  $22,572,403,  which  re- 
sulted entirely  from  imports.  These  reached  $135,735,203,  or  more 
than  half  of  the  total  lor  the  whole  Empire,  a  gain  of  $23,070,811 
over  1906.    Exports  amounted  to  $86,196,929,  a  decrease  of  $498,408- 

The  year  1907  was  remarkable  for  the  series  of  adverse  factors 
influencing  the  trade  of  this  consular  district,  though,  on  the  whole, 
an  advance  was  made.  The  early  part  of  the  year  witnessed  the  end 
of  the  company-promoting  boom  which  took  place  after  the  close  of 
the  war  with  Kussia.  The  native  banks,  whicn  had  favored  tlie  for- 
mation of  new  industrial  enterprises  by  their  leniency  in  granting 
advances,  now  became  overcautious,  so  that  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty funds  could  be  obtained  by  merchants  for  ordinary  business. 
While  a  number  of  failures  among  banks  and  business  "men  were 
recorded,  yet  a  panic  was  averted. 

The  fall  in  the  price  of  silver  caused  a  decrease  in  the  exports  to 
China,  while  the  nnancial  crisis  in  the  United  States  also  adversely 
affected  the  business  with  that  country,  and  the  collapse  of  the  cop- 
per market  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  a  further  disturbing 
element. 

RISE  IN   COST  OF  LIVING  AND  WAGES — ^DIRECT  TRADE. 

Manufacturers  are  having  to  face  a  continuous  rise  in  the  price  of 
coal  and  wages.  Coal  whidi  in  1903  cost  about  $2.75  in  1907  rose  to 
$3.50  per  ton.  In  1905  the  average  wages  for  male  operatives  was  21 
cents  per  day,  and  for  females  11^  cents.  Laborers  are  feeling  with  in- 
creasmg  force  the  pressure  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  all  commodities; 
rice,  which  forms  the  principal  part  of  their  food,  reached  the  record 

Srioe  of  $9  per  koku  (4.9629  bushels)  in  September.  In  consequence, 
uring  1907  there  were  a  number  of  strikes,  and  there  was  an  advance 
in  wages  for  the  year,  though  many  of  the  strikes  were  not  successful. 
While  the  business  and  manufacturing  interests  have  had  to  face 
hard  times,  the  agricultural  class  had  a  prosperous  year.  The  rice, 
wheat,  and  barley  crops  were  well  above  the  average.  However,  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  may  have  diminished  their  profits  some-- 
what. 
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Japanese  newspapers  are  continually  ref errinff  with  satisfaction  to 
the  increasing  percentage  of  the  foreign  trade  that  is  done  by  native 
firms  with  American  and  European  customers  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  foreign  middlemen  established  in  this  country.  These 
latter  have  the  satisfaction  of  Imowing,  however,  that  it  the  per- 
centage is  lower,  the  voliune  of  business  handled  by  them  is  vastly 
greater  than  it  was  a  few  years  a^o. 

There  is  certainly  a  desire  on  the  part  of  American  and  European 
manufacturers  to  get  into  direct  trade  relations  with  Japanese  firms, 
thinking  thereby  to  avoid  the  payment  of  commission  to  middlemen. 
Another  cause  of  the  increasea  percentage  of  the  foreign  trade  done 
by  Japanese  traders  is  the  financial  assistance  which  they  are  able 
to  obtain  through  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank,  this  bank  being  al- 
lowed to  rediscount  foreign  bills  of  exchange  with  the  Bank  of  Japan 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $10,000,000  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent  per 
annum. 

While  by  selling  direct  to  a  Japjanese  firm,  in  theory  the  foreign 
manufacturer  saves  a  commission,  in  actual  practice  he  does  not  get 
any  nearer  the  ultimate  consumer.  A  very  large  majority  of  the 
Japanese  houses  doing  business  with  foreign  firms  are  export  and 
import  brokers,  and  the  result  is  that  the  manufacturer  simply  pays 
a  commission  to  native  instead  of  American  or  European  firms  wnich 
are  just  as  close  in  toudi  with  the  local  consumer.  Though  in  many 
cases  good  results  have  followed  direct  trading,  yet  American  manu- 
facturers will  probably  prefer  to  deal  with  reliable  American  houses 
established  here. 

TRADE  OF  KOBE. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Kobe  for  1907  was  $164,392,703,  an 
increase  of  $13,600,564  from  the  previous  year.  Imports  during  1907 
amounted  to  $111,271,907,  against  $95,710,703  for  1906,  an  increase  of 
$15,561,204.  The  principal  articles  contributing  to  this  increase  were 
raw  cotton,  which  advanced  from  $31,330,514  in  1906  to  $40,416,243 
in  1907;  piff  iron  advanced  from  $6,180,108  to  $8,936,150,  machinery 
and  parts  from  $3,436,380  to  $5,439,917,  sulphate  ammonia  from 
$1,342,674  to  $2,462,011,  and  condensed  milk  from  $315,520  to 
$525,344.  There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  woolen  cloths  and 
serges  from  $2,099,076  in  1906  to  $955,219  m  1907,  and  also  a  decline 
in  cotton  piece  goods  from  $4,955,738  to  $4,611,894. 

Exports  fe^m  Kobe  in  1907  amounted  to  $53,120,796,  as  compared 
with  $55,081,436  in  1906,  a  decrease  of  $1,960,640.  The  exports  of 
camphor  and  camphor  oil  increased  from  $1,875,113  in  1906  to 
$2,686,528  in  1907,  cotton  underwear  from  $932,039  to  $1,503,697,  fish 
oil  from  $150,870  to  $519,797,  straw  braid  from  $1,978,754  to 
$2,193,115,  and  tea  from  $1,169,697  to  $1,396,495.  The  articles  that 
contribut^wi  most  to  the  decline  were  cotton  yam  and  waste,  which 
decreased  from  $11,870,292  in  1906  to  $7,905,165  in  1907;  matches 
decreased  from  $4,207,413  to  $3,517,189,  refined  sugar  from  $503,648 
to  $36,815,  and  porcelain  and  earthenware  from  $2,783,663  to 
$2,535,303. 

IMPORTS  FOR  TWO  TEARS. 

In  the  following  comparative  statement  are  given  the  imports  into 
Kobe  for  1906  and  1907. 
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Articles. 


Beans 

Bicycles 

Caustic  soda 

Chlorate  potash 

Cotton: 

Ginned 

Unginnod 

Dyes,  aniline 

fBut."  *!!!!!!'.! !!!!!!!! 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute 

Glass 

Hides 

Indigo,  dry 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Angle  and  T  iron 

Bars  and  rods 

Nails 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

Leather 

Locomotives  and  cars. . . . 

Machinery 

Milk,  canned 

Mousseline  do  laine. 

Metals: 

Lead 

Tin 

Zinc- 
Pigs  and  ingots. . 
Sheets 


1906. 

1907. 

SI,  828, 077 

$1,872,472 

570,786 

622,799 

200,131 

246,374 

468,639 

542,703 

31,330,614 

40,416,243 

623,449 

763,623 

791,044 

791,044 

246,251 

201,641 

1,218,810 

693,666 

.  363,132 

534,361 

613,800 

610,577 

197,429 

361,673 

1,448,324 

1,866,860 

449,889 

991,552 

1,468,615 

1,922,225 

678,810 

783,406 

935,411 

208,547 

339,835 

603,684 

I'^'SS 

2,720,340 

485,273 

620,898 

496,555 

606,804 

395,626 

874,899 

3,436,380 

5,439,917 

315,520 

525,344 

922,506 

720,171 

391,222 

203,547 

440,616 

419,658 

184,209 

683,463 

126,165 

Articles. 


Oil,  kerosene 

OUcako 

Paper 

Paraffin  wax 

Phosphate  rock. 

Phosphorus 

Pulp 

Rice. 

Soda  ash 

Sulphate  ammonium 

Sugar 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Flannels. 

Prints 

Satins 

Shirtings- 
Gray  

White 

Umbrella  cloth.. 

Yam 

Woolen  goods- 
Cloths  and  serges 
Cotton  mixtures. 
Yam 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reimports 

Total  imports 


1906. 


$1,957,635 
2,781,675 
1,300,867 

400,692 
1,229,182 

254,630 

660,661 
4,318,872 

208,917 
1,342,674 

512,385 


306,477 

1,078,015 

813,698 

1,906,197 
867,768 


178,148 
2,099,076 

885,  on 

260,675 
1,096,414 
18,140,104 


95,566,715 
143,988 


95,710,708 


1907. 


$2,174,221 

8,366,196 

1,375,205 

494,118 

948,773 

231,422 

460,411 

4,725,571 

206,481 

2,462,011 


218,867 

1,036,041 

644,625 

1,806,511 
802,010 
606,401 


966,210 

1,040,480 

762,287 

1,001,445 

10,768,866 


111,027,409 
244,406 


111,271,907 


REVIEW    OF   THE    IMPORTS. 


The  small  stock  of  raw  cotton  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1907, 
followed  by  low  prices  caused  by  the  financial  disturbances  in 
America,  induced  heavy  buying,  a  good  deal  of  it  being  speculative. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  j^ear  the  mills  began  to  reduce  their  purchases 
on  account  of  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  yam.    In  cotton  piece 

foods  the  leading  articles  show  a  decline  as  compared  with  1906, 
ard  times  following  the  collapse  of  the  business  boom  in  January, 
affecting  the  sales  throughout  the  year.  The  extension  of  their  plants 
by  Japanese  weaving  mills  during  1907  caused  a  fair  importation  of 
wool  and  yarn,  but  the  same  cause  that  affected  the  sale  of  cotton 
piece  goods  also  applied  to  woolen  goods,  including  mousselines. 

The  heavy  increase  in  imports  of  metals  and  machinery  is  attrib- 
utable to  the  filling  of  orders  on  forward  contracts  for  iron  and  ma- 
chinery in  consequence  of  the  business  boom  in  1906,  but  the  failure 
in  August  of  a  large  native  dealer  in  metals  disorganized  this  mar- 
ket, and  the  year  closed  with  large  stocks  of  imported  goods  held  over 
in  Kobe  and  Osaka. 

The  fall  in  the  price  of  silver,  by  enabling  dealers  to  purchase  beans 
and  oil  cake  on  favorable  terms  in  Manchuria,  caused  an  increased 
importation  of  these  articles.  The  burning  of  the  Mitsui  Bussan 
Kaisha's  warehouse  in  Tokyo  destroyed  large  quantities  of  beans 
and  oil  cake  which  had  to  be  replaced.  The  great  extension  in  the 
business  of  artificial  fertilizers  during  1906  and  1907  caused  by  the 
increasing  price  and  decreasing  supply  of  dried  fish  guano  created  a 
large  demand  for  sulphate  of  ammonia  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  increased  importation  of  condensed  milk  comes  from  the  placing 
on  this  market  of  cheap  grades  by  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 
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EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 


Articles. 


Antimony 

Bamboo,   and  manubo*  ! 

turesof ' 

Beer 

Boards  for  tea  boxes I 

Bronxe,  manafactures  of.., 

Brushes 

Buttons ' 

Camphor 

Carpets I 

Cigarettes 

Clodcs 

CoUe  or  isinglass 

Copper 

Cotton  goods: 

Flannels , 

Sheeting  and  shirting. 

Tcloth 

Towels 

Underwear , 

Waste 

Yarn  and  waste 

Cuttle-fish 

Fans 

Glass,  manufactures  of — 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps,  and  parts 

Leatfier 

Matches 

Matting 

Menthol  crystal 


1906. 

1907. 

105,390 

130,430 

£28.648 

606,280 

69,650 

21,088 

153,950 

132,193 

119,835 

02,211 

619,481 

653,681 

168,694 

267,566 

1,809,127 

2,603,375 

296,726 

247,291 

409,600 

281,049 

160,846 

153,195 

347,480 

363,310 

8,068,237 

7,878,320 

388,198 

1.-  14  ' 

193,830 

l^   07  1 

64,132 

1'  26  1 

646,931 

64,  •  08 

932,030 

1,6C   07  1 

263,414 

13   63  ' 

11,606,878 

7,77   00  1 

425,670 

51   20  1 

449,009 

4,      36  ' 

267,287 

3i:.  «6i 

202,403 

192, 765 

199,546 

185,  (i28 

172,788 

f.2.  480 

4,207,413 

3,517.189 

2,805,649 

2,7M,  147 

102,188 

7-1.  IXX)  ' 

Articles. 


Mineral  water 

Mushrooms 

OU: 

Camphor 

Fish 

Peppermint 

Palm  leaves 

Paper,  Renshi 

Paper,  miscellaneous 

Porcelain    and    earthen- 
ware  

Rice 

Sake 

Screens 

Sf 1 

Si  jte,kiblso 

J 

ad  stockings 

ndchip  braids 

.  i-eflned 


la,  European.. 
>le  wax 


Oiiior  ij-ticles.. 


Total. 
Reexports.. 


Total  exports. . 


1906. 


$129,274 
373,809 

65,986 
150,870 
108,258 

71,071 
166,383 
236,794 

2,783,663 

1,331,168 
479,937 
230,367 
176,572 
366,851 
170, 157 
90,942 

1,978,754 
603,648 
102,360 

1.160.697 
273,601 
406,219 
628,993 

6,677,245 


1907. 


$111,517 
264,560 

183,153 
610,797 
82,624 
20,266 
96,700 
66,320 

2,535,303 

1,445,383 
494,790 
170,904 
140,563 
334,785 
177,883 
117,959 

2,193,115 
36.815 
118,932 

1,396.495 
264.574 
301,542 
617,973 

9.247,453 


54,215,625 
865,811  I 


52,493,526 
027,270 


55,081,436  I  53,120,796 


REVIEW  OF  EXPORTS  FROM  KOBE. 


The  largest  decrease  in  any  one  article  of  export  during  1907  oc- 
curred in  cotton  yarn.  The  business  depression,  affecting  the  home 
market,  and  the  decline  in  the  price  of  silver,  affecting  the  trade  with 
China,  caused  the  price  to  fall  to  a  point  where  there  was  no  profit  in 
manuiacturing  or  exporting,  and  the  year  closed  with  large  stocks 
on  hand.  Few  mills  had  then  contracted  their  production  for  delivery 
more  than  two  months  ahead. 

Notwithstanding  the  depression  in  trade  which  was  felt  keenly 
throughout  the  Empire  during  1907,  mills  at  the  close  of  the  year 
were  in  a  healthy  condition,  because  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
preceding  year  they  had  booked  their  production  for  months  ahead 
at  prices  yielding  handsome  profits. 

The  rise  in  the  rate  of  exchange  on  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  caused 
shipments  of  matches  to  fall  to  a  very  low  point,  and  many  manufac- 
turers in  Kobe  and  Osaka  had  to  suspend  operations  entirely,  while 
others  worked  at  less  than  half  time.  Although  production  fell  to 
half  the  usual  amount,  stocks  are  said  to  have  accumulated  to  over 
20,000  tons  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  decrease  in  the  exportation 
of  refined  sugar  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  trade  in  1906  was  unusu- 
ally stimulated  by  competition  and  cutting  of  prices  by  Japanese  re- 
fineries, rates  being  restored  in  1907. 

Business  troubles  in  the  United  States  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  by  restricting  purchases  and  canceling  orders  were  responsible 
for  the  decrease  in  exports  of  porcelain  and  earthenware.  The  export 
of  tea  increased,  although  botn  the  first  and  second  crops  were  small 
and  prices  firmer  than  in  1906.  From  tables  compiled  by  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  and  commerce  at  Tokyo  it  appears  that  the  use 
of  Japanese  tea  in  the  United  States  is  ffradually  declining,  while 
Formosan  and  Indian  teas  are  gaining  in  favor. 
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In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  price  of  rush  was  low  enough  to  per- 
mit matting  being  made  at  a  good  profit,  deliveries  were  unsatisfac- 
tory, prices  high,  and  qualities  far  irom  good.  Though  the  demand 
for  matting  was  very  keen  throughout  the  year,  a  very  large  stock 
of  rush  was  carried  forward  to  1908,  the  1907  crop  having  been  the 
most  productive  for  some  years.  There  was  a  large  demand  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Germany  for  fish  oil,  both  whale  and  herring, 
for  making  soap  and  candles,  and  also  for  the  manufacture  of  rope. 
This  was  on  account  of  the  shortage  in  the  supply  of  vegetable  oils. 

There  was  a  satisfactory  harvest  and  a  good  supply  of  straw  was 
available  for  the  production  of  braid,  but  the  quality  of  the  goods 
shows  deterioration  in  many  ways,  and  the  Japanese  braid  in  fine 
widths  is  meeting  with  a  keen  competition  in  China  plait.  Out  of  a 
total  exportation  of  16,911,549  bundles,  the  United  Kingdom  £ook 
7,000,733,  Germany  4,508,366,  France  2,275,744,  and  the  United  Stetes 
2,131,291.  Scarcity  of  supplies  of  chip  and  losses  sustained  by  dealers 
during  the  previous  season  were  responsible  for  the  decline  in  this 
trade,  dealers  and  plaiters  both  finding  it  more  satisfactory  to  confine 
their  attention  to  those  straw  plaits  that  were  in  good  demand. 

Good  prices  obtained  during  the  first  six  months  of  1907  stimulated 
exports  m  camphor  and  camphor  oils. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table  the  United  States,  including 
Hawaii,  had  a  larger  volume  of  business  with  Kobe  in  1907  than 
any  other  country,  the  United  Kingdom  being  next  in  order.  In 
imports  the  United  States  was  exceeded  both  by  the  United  Kingdom 
and  British  India,  but  in  exports  only  by  China. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  States 

$15,812,147 

589,832 

555,090 

2,409,737 

136,379 

19,989,890 

$19,208,228 

700,914 

479,356 

3,006,408 

126,496 

24,380,228 

109,736 

11,934,605 

54,478 

1,273,896 

810,409 

1,240,660 

2,024,917 

11,166,869 

2,371 

340,328 

82,824 

217,494 

1,690,904 

1,309,640 

175,329 

154,732 

146,190 

8,139 

5,182 

463,698 

1,006,687 

44,012 

1,154,686 

475,162 

713,007 

766 

25,461,747 

1.349,632 

$9,694,790 
830,436 
394,574 
311,437 
562,003 
2,266,428 

$10,328,810 

Australia           

912,081 

Austria 

836,971 

Bftlgliun  ....        

464,826 

British  America 

741,600 

British  India 

8,012,466 

Chile                  .      .                                .       .- 

4;8S 

China -  -  r . . 

12,954,871 

24,408 

1,410,113 

568,380 

897,142 

1,099,159 

10,678,642 

2,688 

325,105 

109,687 

143,560 

728,777 

18,  SI  2, 1.16 
39. 166 

4(u.574 

r>u,  rj42 

2'J,(J72 

2,-.iu,;»l 

yt.s.  H25 

75.460 
8.0im,'J98 

sn,:m 

14,808.518 

Denmark 

80  921 

Dutch  India 

610,660 

Erypt 

82,077 

France .,,... ,  - , , 

1,828.795 

French  India 

46;718 

Qermany 

8,405,905 

Hawaii 

1,227,858 

Holland    ,                         

85,968 

Honskons 

7,849,866 

IWy.    !:..... 

728,632 

Sre^::::::::::::::::::::. :..::::::::::..: 

636,827 

Kwanftune  Province  CDalnv.  Manchuria). 

718,826 

Mexico 

2,197 

4,828 

22,467 

85,333 

2,398 

7,567 

59.123 

1,230,792 

22,603 

854,290 

326.205 

886,665 

94 

21,649,921 

1,620,713 

10,708 

1  492 

5,639 

462,513 

1,288 

8.749 

732,873 

30,804 

16,798 

1,100,322 

16,970 

16,968 

8,920,746 

163,938 

4,311 

Norway 

841 

Peru... 

22,682 

Philippine  Islands 

686,290 

Porturai 

3780 

Russia... 

22,686 

Rnflffinn  Affia 

112,266 

fllAin-                                   

68,782 

Spain 

«^^882 

8&aits  Settlements 

1,148,842 

Sweden 

Xm 

Switzerland 

2.402 

Turkey 

10.400 

Unitea  Kingdom 

4,254,388 
04|727 

Other  coun^eti . , . . 

Total 

95,710,703 

111,271,907 

66,061,486 

58,120,796 

Digitized  by  V^jCJO^lt!^ 


COMMEKCB  AND  INDUSTKIES   01*  JAPAN. 


455 


TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

'  Notwithstanding  the  financial  disturbances  in  the  United  States 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  total  trade  of  that  country  with 
Kobe  during  1907  was  $29,537,038,  an  increase  of  $4,130,101  over 
1906.  Imports  during  the  year  amounted  to  $19^08,228,  against 
$15,812,147  for  the  previous  year,  being  a  gain  of  $3^96,081.  This 
is  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of  $3,516,842  in  the  importation  of 
$10^581,240  worth  of  raw  cotton.  Wheat  made  a  gain  of^$752,281  on 
an  importation  of  $995,405,  while  flour  decreased  $246,274,  the  figures 
for  1907  being  $911,463,  the  reason  for  these  changes  being  the  exten- 
sion of  Japanese  flour  mills. 

In  the  lollowing  table  are  given  the  imports  by  articles  from  the 
United  States  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


1906. 


Building  aod  bridge  ma-  , 

terials ' 

Caootchouo    and    gutta  i 

percha,  crude. ' 

Cars,  electric,  parts  oL 

Condensed  milk i 

Cotton,  raw,  ginned 

Flour,  wheat ' 

Qold,  silver,  and  plati-  I 

num,  liquid 

Hoofs,  animal 

Implements,   tools,   and 

Hum  machinery 

Iron  and  steel,  manulao- 
Usesof: 

Galvanized  sheets 

Plates  and  sheets 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Rails 

Locomotives  and  ten- 
ders  

Machinery- 
Boring  and  drill- 
ing  

Electric- 
Dynamos  and 

motors 

Other 


1907. 


'I 


Articles. 


$57,015  I 

12,197  ' 
66,210  I 
222.152  I 
7,064,398 
1,157,737 

35,298 
20,683 

118,488 


21,970 
110,630 
117,323 

75,393 

114,432 


43,424  ; 


176,915 
64,100  I 


163,598 

27,198 

160,921  , 

321,237 

10,581,240 

911,403 

30,731 
40,371 

30,059 


52,103 
65,940 
184,016 
112,920 

203,353 


38,649 


73,491  , 
137,943 


Iron  apd  steel,  etc.— Con, 
Macb  i  nery  — Con . 

Lifting 

Paper-making... 

Pumping 

Turning  lathes... 

firf  anures 

Meters,  gas 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Rosin 

Salmon  and  trout,  salted. 

Sewing  machines 

Soda,  nitrate  of 

Steam  engmes  and  boilers 

Tallow 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wheat. 

Wood,  Oregon  pine,  fir, 

cedar 

Other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


167,103 
18,868 
72,124 

109,906 

37,715 

4,522 

1,488,837 

27,461 

202,636 

67,640 

16,486 

72,124 

20,227 

237,750 

35,406 

393,930 

356,272 

243,124 

59,213 
2,796,437 


15,812,147 


1907. 


$35,730 
27,368 
46,028 
31,911 
43,535 
38,232 

1,464,397 
26,838 
166,788 
105,785 
33,704 
45,028 
65,776 
186,119 
35,029 
52,240 
436,187 
995,405 

209,145 
2,128,750 


19,208,228 


In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  imports  at  Kobe  from  the 
Philippine  Islands  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  China  grass. . . 

$75,801 
5,208 
4,324 

$105,954 

Sugar 

24,158 

OtEer  articles - 

16,078 

Total 

85,333 

146,190 

Imports  for  1907  from  Hawaii  to  Kobe  amounted  to  only  $2,371, 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


In  the  following  table  are  given  the  more  important  importations 
from  the  United  States  as  compared  with  the  principal  competing 
nations  in  these  articles  for  the  year  1907 : 


ArUcles. 

United 
States. 

Australia. 

British 
India. 

China. 

Dutch 
India. 

French 
India. 

Straits 
SetUe- 
ments. 

Cotton,  raw: 

Ginned 

$10,581,240 

121,583,840 
116,150 

16,814,261 
13,718 

$26,220 
186,985 
709,824 

$310,020 
108,235 

$263 

Unginned 

310,162 

Kerosene . . . 

1,464,397 
011,463 
995,405 

Flour 

»,727 
70,242 

14 

4,973 
28 

Wheat  .     . 

DECLARED  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  from  Kobe  to  the  United  States,  including  Hawaii, 
for  1905,  amounted  to  $8,045,057,  1906,  $10,583,288,  and  1907,  to 
$9,875,852.  The  decline  of  exports  in  1907  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding year  is  due  to  the  decreased  shipments  of  straw  mattmg, 
porcelain  and  earthenware,  and  metal  ware.  There  were  substantial 
increases  in  curios,  metals,  peanuts^  sake,  and  tea. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  exports,  by  articles,  from 
Kobe  to  the  United  States,  including  Hawaii,  for  1905,  1906,  and 
1907: 


Articles. 


Antimony 

Bamboo  poles 

Bamboo  and  wood  ware . . 

Brushes 

Camphor  and  oil 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Cement 

Chillies 

Clnnemon  bark 

Cotton  and  cotton  goods. . 

Curios 

Fans 

Omger 

G  ut  strmg 

Isinglass 

Leather  and  leather  ware. 
Metal.. 


Metal  ware 

Mineral  water. 
Oranges,  Iresh. 
Paper: 


Copying 

Other  paper  and  paper  ware. 

Peanuts 

Personal  and  household  effects. . . 

Peppermint  crystal  and  oil 

Porcelam  and  earthen  ware 

Rice.. 


Sake 

Screens 

Silk  goods 

Straw  and  chip  braid 

Straw  mattmg 

Sulphur 

Sundries 

Tea 

Toys 

Vegetables  and  provisions. 
Vegetable  wax 


1905. 


Total 8,045,057 


122,820 

48,529 

129,129 

299,751 

217,051 

19,9Sd 

1,270 

24,932 

10,821 

65,617 

158,967 

97,553 

13,324 

8,309 

8,832 

11,562 


70,428 
7,903 
7,834 

12,933 

91,353 

64,788 

11,185 

C8,816 

963,579 

236,326 

186,127 

35,600 

38,808 

290,787 

393,472 

17,080 

244,825 

734,730 

92,821 

266,600 

90,519 


1906. 


$5,341 

65,346 

314,238 

342,748 

102,511 

46,188 

60,203 

14, 0« 

13,307 

83,763 

129,005 

109,878 

19,327 

17.908 

26,633 

24,250 

109,910 

307,265 

17,366 

4,096 

34.527 

112,403 

48,432 

5,245 

52,085 

1,601,357 

502,362 

260,797 

40.974 

62,942 

352,846 

3,448,389 

23,616 

247,312 

1,177,371 

216,563 

360.450 

142,388 


1907. 


10,683,288 


172,200 
195,421 
406,447 
126.483 
28,276 


27,804 

323 

82.329 

238,626 

100,228 

2,282 

23,816 

21,388 

8.011 

408,804 

35.6£0 

7,4i8 

14,976 

11,4:2 

138,6  0 

175, 403 

16,312 

12,603 

1,275.373 

867,617 

208,486 

13,682 

49,1S3 

313,670 

2,667,405 

49,241 

181,535 

1,430.794 

117,337 

419.430 

126,094 


9,875,852 
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EXFOBTS  TO  HAWAII  AND  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

The  exports  from  Kobe  to  Hawaii  included  in  the  preceding  table 
amounted  to  $968,825  in  1906  and  to  $1,227,858  in  1907,  a  gain  of 
$259,033.  The  increased  exports  of  rice  alone  amounted  to  $207,266. 
The  exports  to  Hawaii  are  largely  for  consumption  by  Japanese,  and 
consist  chiefly  of  rice,  sake,  soy,  fish  products,  cotton  tissue,  and  earth- 
enware. 

The  exports  from  Kobe  to  the  Philippines  increased  from  $196,813 
in  1905  to  $501,440  in  1906  and  to  $612,388  in  1907.  The  principal 
articles  contributing  to  this  increase  are  cotton  goods,  mineral  water, 
vegetables,  and  provisions.  In  the  following  statement  are  given  the 
exports,  by  articles,  from  Kobe  to  the  Philippines  for  1905, 1906,  and 
1907: 


Arttoke. 


Bamboo  and  wood  ware 

Brushes,  tooth,  nail,  and  hair.. 

Camphor  and  camphor  oil 

Carpets  and  ru£S 

Cotton  and  cotton  goods 


Curloe. 

Out  string 

Isindass 

Leather  and  leather  ware 

Matches 

Metal  ware 

Metal 

Mineral  water 

Paper: 

Copying 

Other  paper  and  paper  ware. 

Peppermhit  crystal  ana  oU 

Por^ain  and  earthen  ware 

Rice 

Sake 

Screens.. 

Silk  goods 

Straw  and  chip  braid 

straw  matting 

Sulphur 

Sundries 

Tea 

Toys 

Vegetables  and  provisions 

Vegetable  wax 


Total 196,813 


1905. 


1906. 


t6,605 

1,110 

818 

298 

90,476 

10,951 


2,744 
9,733 
6,000 
471 
19,837 

820 
1,628 


1,171 


14 

184 

5,963 

1,883 

2,811 

992 

8,242 

198 

708 

17,080 

6,056 


112,170 

2,000 

1,400 

78 

180,287 

80,943 


3,002 
3,774 
13,965 
11,768 


37,996 

60 

3,160 

634 

3,123 

20 

65 

192 

4,955 

8,282 

11,271 

2,841 

36,309 

54 

1,965 

111,680 

10,319 


501,440 


1907. 


S23.fi68 

1,387 

2,605 

401 

311,671 

12,729 

328 

2,041 

12,007 

14,357 

19,253 

1,948 

29,500 

3,260 
4,080 


4,429 

37 

1,144 

507 

17,210 

18,747 

1,661 

1,605 

33,573 

1,401 

2,558 

79,510 

11,067 


612,388 


TRADE    WrrH    THE   UNITED    KINGDOM. 

The  total  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Kobe  during  1907 
amounted  to  $29,716,080,  a  gain  of  $4,145,414  over  the  previous  year. 
Imports  were  $25,461,747,  an  increase  of  $3,811,826;  exports  were 
$4454,333,  an  increase  of  $333,580. 

In  the  lollowing  table  are  given  the  imports  into  Kobe  from  the 
United  Kingdom  for  1906  and  1907  • 
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ArticleB. 


1006. 


Ammonium,  sulphate  of — 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

Building  and  bridge  mate- 
rial  

Cars,  railway,  etc 

Cement 

Dynamite 

Dve,  aniline 

Elastic  canvas 

Electric    dynamos    and 

motors 

Fertilizer: 

Bone  dust 

Fish  guano 

Gold,  silver,  platinum, 

liquid..... 

Handkerchief 

Hats  and  caps 

Insulated  wire 

Iron  and  steel,  manulao- 
turesof: 

Anchors  and  chains 

Bars  and  rods 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  screws. 

Corrugated 

Galvanized  sheets 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

Rivets 

T  and  angle 

Tinned  plates 

Tubes  and  pipes 

Leather 

Machinery: 

Drilling  and  boring 

Lifting 

Sawiiu^ 

Spinning  cotton 

Weaving  cotton 

Turning  lathes 

Metals: 

Aluminum,  ineots.  etc. . 

Brass  pipes  and  tubes. . . 

Copper- 
Pipes  and  tubes 

Sheets 


$1,267,679 
204,602 

98,446 
96,626 


43,816 

366 

8,760 

72,934 

38,664 
69,089 

61,694 
70,266 
92,232 
27,191 


67,068 
330,001 
125,162 
190,460 
419,021 
677,796 
094,236 

17,721 


200,981 

44,260 

207,670 

7,061 

64,360 
92,336 
19,962 

808,166 
61,376 

116,499 

7,620 
64,328 

169,731 
31,908 


1907. 


12,426,821 
634,660 

163,607 
81,168 

101,019 
73,466 
38,448 
30,884 

84,500 

87,914 
279,061 

42.313 
36,394 
113,706 
87,658 


60,876 
641,506 

33,180 
268,629 
672,970 
968,667 
1,289,668 

36,916 

69,507 
672,633 

98,815 
392,132 
166,601 

166,423 
226,852 
39,302 
1,087,663 
113,661 
173,282 

66,220 
78,806 

69,423 
38,817 


Artides. 


Metals— Continued. 

Lead  plates,  sheets 

Nickel,  grains.  Ingots, 


Zinc,  sheets 

Milk,  oondeosed , 

Oil,  castor 

Paints 

Paper,  printing 

Pen  nibs 

Phosphorus 

Pitch , 

Potash 

Pulp,  paper 

Soda: 

Bicarbonate  of. , 

Caustic 

Soda  ash 

Steam  engines  and  boilers . . . 
TexUles: 

Alpacas 

Cashmeres 

Cotton  goods— 

Flannds 

Gassed  cotton 

Prints 

Satins  and  Italians. . 

Thread 

Umbrella  cloth 

Velvets  and  plushes. 

Victoria  lawns 

Other  tissues 

Yams 

Linen  vam 

Sllkvdvets  and  plushes. 
Woolen  goods- 
Cloths  aild  serges... 
Cotton  mixtures.... 

Flannel 

Muslin  delaine 

Yam 

Vessels,  steam 

Wool 

Other  articles 


1906. 


Total. 


188,037 

147,334 
83,187 
74,020 
85,630 
78,161 
63,767 
31,358 
92,021 
682 

137,418 
49,421 

34,247 
199,788 
208,886 
266,317 

17,066 
47,800 

47,962 

286,677 

1,036,124 

868,197 

87,781 
493,683 
217,748 
111,087 
403,583 
282,788 
137,001 

70,405 

672,411 

336,066 

2,826 


1907. 


84,707 

406,272 

326,621 

7,677,714 


21,649,921 


174,258 

134,700 
94,644 

172.317 
96,105 
84,460 


36,801 
86,919 
32,062 
282,182 
26,100 

70,124 
246,932 
206,502 
406,379 

38,706 
38,870 

86,600 
146,068 
961,166 
686,282 

92,050 
666,650 
168,216 

63,848 
190,666 
113,807 

92,938 

61,113 

819,418 

323,876 
49.143 
41.500 

256,467 
96,634 

271,619 
6,836,710 


26,461,747 


The  greatest  increases  in  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
were  made  by  ammonium,  iron  and  steel,  bicvcles  and  tricycles,  spin- 
ning and  weaving  machinery,  and  woolen  cloths  and  serges.  Tnere 
was  a  decrease  in  copper  pipes  and  tubes  of  $110,308,  and  $308,638 
in  steam  vessels. 

TRADB  WITH  CHINA. 

While  the  other  principal  countries  doing  business  with  Kobe  show 
a  gain  in  both  exports  and  imports  for  1907,  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
silver,  by  decreasing  the  exports  to  China,  was  the  cause  of  its  fall 
from  first  place  in  1906  in  volume  of  trade  with  Kobe  to  third  in  1907. 

The  total  trade,  including  Kwantung  Province  (Dalny,  Man- 
churia) was  $28,266,588,  a  loss  of  $3,500,398  as  compared  with  1906. 
Imports  were  $13,244,245,  a  gain  of  $289,374,  and  exports  $15,022,343, 
a  loss  of  $3,789,772  over  1906,  the  principal  changes  in  imports  being: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Raw  cotton  fftnned ...,,,^^ 

16,376,161 
671,088 
218,293 

2,592.017 
668,852 

16,814,261 

Beans. r 

366:860 

HemDi  lute,  etc 

07,608 

ouSSeT^        :      :::" 

3,447,100 

Cotton,  np^  and  swame  wmhI ....      . .  .  .  w ...... . 

9n\m 
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The  principal  articles  exported  to  China  from  Kobe  are'  cotton 
yam,  copper,  matches,  and  marine  produce. 


INCBEASED  TRADE  WIFH    GERMANY. 


The  total  trade  of  Kobe  with  Germany  for  1907  was  $14,572,774, 
an  increase  over  1906  of  $1,377,741.  Imports  amounted  to  $11,- 
166,869  and  exports  to  $3,405,906  for  the  year,  a  gain  of  $488,227  and 
$889,514,  respectively. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  imports,  by  articles,  from 
Germany  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

Acids: 

Acetic 

Carbonic 

SaUcylic 

Aniline  salt 

Antifebrine 

Belting  and  hoee , 

Bismuth,  sabnltrate  of .. . . 

Blankets 

Celluloid,  sheets,  etc , 

Cement 

Cork  stoppers 

Dyes: 

Aniline , 

Indigo,  artificial 

Dynamite 

Fertiliser 

Glue 

Gold,    silver    platinum, 

liquid 

Hops 

IncUa  rubber,  and  gutta 

percha 

Iron  and  steel,  manufao- 
toresof: 

Bars  and  rods 

Nails 

Pigs,  ingots,  etc 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

T  angle,  etc 

Wire 

llachinery: 

Paper  making 

Spuming,  cotton 


1906, 

1907. 

<63,750 

130,639 

29,685 

42,101 

16,660 

46,546 

32,481 

68,006 

21,6S9 

44,616 

37,347 

38,280 

63,663 

26,632 

39,339 

69,302 

158,630 

77,910 

236 

43,496 

12,340 

36,218 

680,194 

636,208 

1,286,427 

1,819,433 

32,316 

114,628 

159,232 

127,466 

42,033 

36,532 

30,379 

47,485 

24,908 

26,119 

32,787 

34,782 

636,616 

578,1^ 

401,426 

549,863 

116,598 

32,664 

137,682 

166,448 

327,813 

373,002 

35,398 

93,020 

320,468 

432,798 

2,193 

42,117 

8,735 

32,089 

Articles. 

Malt 

Metals: 

Almnlnum,  ingots,etc, 
ZIno— 

Blocks,  Ingots,  etc, 
Plates  and  sheets. 

Packing  for  engines 

Paper: 

Fancy 

Imitation,  Japanese . . 

Match 

Packing 

Prlnthig 

Phosphorus,  amorphous . . 

Potash,  chlorate  of 

Pulp  tor  paper 

Sewing  machines 

Vessels,  steam 

VolatUeoils 

Textiles: 

Cotton  flannel 

Woolen  goods- 
Cloth  and  serges.. 

Flannel 

Muslin  delaine 

Yam 

Wool 

Other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


$17, 188 

31,716 

101, 159 
434,891 
27,762 

74,106 
66,901 

108,994 
17,396 
70,108 
83,764 

268,475 

601,104 
46,965 

117,902 
60,417 

181,500 

213,113 
61,763 

273,374 
68,387 

239,878 
2,903,078 


10,678,642 


1907. 


$31,117 

290,725 

84,691 
467,232 
45,978 

83,375 
48,866 
100,391 
44,062 
80,928 
87,964 
746,202 
312,409 
37,462 
64,178 
60,102 

80,800 

187,073 
67,883 
86,964 

176,428 

68,979 

2,302,131 


11,166,860 


The  low  price  at  which  artificial  indigo  is  made  in  Germany  caused 
an  increased  importation  of  this  article.  Other  articles  in  which  there 
was  a  marked  increase  in  1907  over  the  imports  of  1906  are  nails, 
wire,  aluminum,  and  chlorate  of  potash.  There  was  a  notable  de- 
cline in  the  imports  of  celluloid,  pulp  for  paper,  cotton  flannel,  muslin 
delaine,  and  wool. 

IMPORTS  FROM  BELGIUM — SHIPPING. 

Following  is  a  table  of  imports  from  Belgium  for  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


Ammonium,  sulphate  of. 

Copper  pipes  ana  tubes 

Glass,  sheets  and  plate. ... 
Iron  and  steel: 

Bars  and  rods 

Plates  and  sheets 

Ralls 

Tangle,  etc 

Wire  and  rods 


1906. 


$11,348 

1,838 

643,870 

628,722 
223,239 

62,078 
170,016 

18,167 


1907. 


$31,274 
67,848 
464,2^ 

1,036,002 

346,863 

97,109 

204,336 

37,620 


Articles. 


Metals: 

Aluminum,  Ingots,  etc. 

Zinc,  plate,  etc 

Paper,  printing 

other  articles 


Total. 


1906. 


$13,440 


128,630 
607,600 


2,400,737 


1907. 


$221,204 

92,847 

126,295 

280,670 


3,006,408 


The  largest  gain  in  tonnage  entered  at  the  port  of  Kobe  during 
1907  was  made  by  Japanese  steamships,  the  figures  being  2,287,822 
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tons  against  2,000,325  for  the  previous  year.  The  United  Kingdom 
entered  1,714,749  tons,  a  gain  of  14,890  tons;  Germany  entered 
567,074  tons,  a  decrease  of  43,628  tons;  French  tonnage  being  without 
much  chane;e.  The  United  States  showed  the  greatest  decrease, 
caused  by  the  loss  of  the  Dakota  and  the  stranding  of  the  Mongolia 
and  Manchuria.  The  figures  for  1907  were  523,639  tons  against 
061,528  tons  for  1906. 


The  cotton  spinning  and  weaving  mills  in  this  consular  district  on 
December  31,  1907,  had  a  paid  up  capital  of  $21,684,127  with  a 
reserve  fund  of  $9,083,741.  The  number  of  spindles  amoimted  to 
1,353,708  and  the  number  of  looms  8,763.  From  the  dividends  paid, 
the  year  1907  was  the  most  prosperous  for  several  years,  two  of  the 
mills,  the  Settsu  and  the  Amagasaki,  having  paid  50  per  cent  There 
are  27  paper  mills  in  this  consular  district  with  a  total  capital  of 
$2,581,632,  mostly  employing  steam  power ;  two  of  them,  however,  the 
Umedzu  and  the  Yokkaichi,  have  water  power  in  addition. 

In  view  of  the  attempts  being  made  to  enlist  the  aid  of  foreign 
capital  in  industrial  enterprises  in  this  consular  district,  it  may  be 
well  to  inform  those  interested  that  there  is  no  law  in  Japan  obliging 
a  municipality,  county,  province,  or  the  central  Government  to  pay 
compensation  for  damage  suffered  in  connection  with  a  breach  of  the 
public  peace,  such  as  riots  or  strikes.  The  only  possibility  of  obtain- 
ing damages  is  by  proceeding  civilly  against  the  perpetrators  of  the 
damage,  and  such  action  womd  be  impracticable. 


OSAKA. 

By  yicB-Ck>N8nL  Walter  Gassbtt,  Kobe. 

The  total  trade  of  Osaka  for  1907  was  $47,045,675,  as  compared 
with  $42,224,893  in  1906,  a  gain  of  $4,820,782.  Imports  for  the  year 
amounted  to  $17,146,957,  an  increase  of  $4,757,357  over  $12,389,600, 
the  figures  for  1906. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  imports  into  Osaka,  by 
articles,  for  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Antimony 

Beans 

Bicycles 

Bones,  animal 

Copper,  pigs  and  ingots  — 

Ginned 

Unginned 

Earthenware,  g^ass,  porce- 
lain  

Hemp  and  China  grass 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron  and  steel,  manoHao- 
turesof: 

Bars,  rods,  plates 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Lacquer 

Machinery  and  parts 

OH  cake 

Paper 

Rice  and  paddy 

Seeds,  cotton 

Straw  braid 


1906. 


11,241 
662,479 
36,347 
70,336 
50,130 

896,443 
60,106 

32,930 
416,678 
466,102 


81,741 
29,606 
115,617 
168,485 
67,523 
181,031 
743,739 
49,654 
54,585 


1907. 


127,645 

554,376 

65,289 

78,545 

27,314 

4,309,643 
34,177 

55,205 
436,994 
453,628 


46,203 
87,663 
166,043 
112,095 
161,089 
262,477 
2,801,286 
97,349 
49,779 


ArUcles. 


Sugar: 

Raw 

Refined 

Textiles: 
Cotton  goods— 

Satins  and  Italians. . . 
Shirting  and  sheeting 
Velvets  and  plushes.. 
SUkgoods— 

Umbrella  cloths 

Velvets  and  plushes. . 

Yam 

Woolen  goods— 
Cloths  and 
Cotton  mixtures 

Yam 

Timber 

Vessels,  steam.. 
Wax,  vegetable 

Woof.-T! 

Other  articles.. 


Total 12, 


1906. 


1007. 


$2,851,800 
424,850 

11,619,530 
418,757 

25,135 
46,040 
4;084 

50,610 
67,047 
37,180 

153,637 
38,107 
687,196 

37,180 
665,076 

120,251 
168,092 
115,863 
60,562 
56,769 
145,981 
381,663 
2,972,901 

^50,534 
57,167 
81,200 
73,436 
66,772 
1^801 
867,050 
3,064^103 

17,146,067 
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REVIEW  OP  THE  TRADE. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  trade  of  Osaka  for  1907  is  that  the 
gain  in  importation  of  cotton  and  shipments  of  cotton  yam  is  at  the 
expense  of  Kobe,  a  larger  proportion  of  this  business  than  formerly 
being  now  done  direct  with  the  former  port.  Although  the  rice  crop 
of  1W)7  was  a  good  one,  on  account  of  two  rather  poor  crops  in  succes- 
sion in  September  the  price  reached  the  highest  on  record,  $9  per 
koku  (4.9629  bushels).  Kice  was  largely  imported  both  in  Kobe  and 
Osaka.    It  is  brought  to  Osaka  to  be  cleaned  and  distributed. 

In  spite  of  the  collapse  of  the  copper  market  in  the  Mter  part  of  the 
year,  tne  export  of  this  article  shows  an  increase,  though  the  quantity 
18  less,  due  to  the  better  prices  ruling  earlier. 

Imports  of  raw  sugar  show  a  decrease  on  account  of  the  heavy  im- 
portations during  1906  in  anticipation  of  the  increase  in  the  duty  in 
1907,  while  exports  decreased  because  of  the  disorganization  of  the 
trade  with  China  and  the  raising  of  prices  consequent  on  the  agree- 
ment between  the  Japanese  refining  companies. 

The  extension  of  their  plants  by  the  weaving  mills  caused  an  in- 
crease in  the  importation  of  wool,  mostly  from  Australia.  There  is 
not  a  combing  plant  in  Japan,  all  the  wool  imported  bein^  carded 
and  spun  into  woolen  yam  by  admixture  with  shorter  material. 

EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

The  exports  from  Osaka  in  1907  amounted  to  $29,898,718,  an  in- 
crease of  $63,425  over  those  of  1906,  as  shown  in  the  rollowing  table : 


Articles. 


Bags  and  portlbUos 

Beer 

Brosbes , 

Buttons , 

Cigarettes 

Clocks 

Clothing,  European , 

CoUe  or  Isinglass 

Comestibles,  canned  and 
bottled 

Copper 

Cotton  gins 

Fi8b,dRed  and  salted.... 

Glass,  manufacturers  of. . . 

Gloves 

nats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps 

Leatoer 

Machinery  and  parts. . . . . 

Hatches 

Oil,  fat,  and  wax 

Renshl 

Miscellaneous , 

.  Manufiictnres  of 

Pea  cheese 

Porcelain  and  earthen- 
ware  

Proprietary  medicines 

Ropes,  mats,  etc 

8al3r......7. 


1900. 

1907. 

$212,360 

$87,135 

456,101 

425,000 

68,163 

34,357 

127,256 
867^800 

130,266 
41,397 

107,746 

70,063 

282,628 

174,914 

46,716 

41,627  1 

193,340 

155,960  1 

718,906 

2,685,806  1 

83,380 

142,485  1 

2,393 

25,092 

645,366 

516,551 

48,603 

49,620 

226,518 

94,994 

682,406 

516,247 

74,368 

82,928 

177,149 

158,672 

96,470 

56,846 

297,072 

504,236 

1,212,982 

1,115,469 

65,095 

153,069 

541,205 

298,047 

428,990 

845,634 

219,507 

181,580 

37,606 

38,757 

564,579 

391,062 

161,037 

145,276 

349,291 
867,037 

439,609 
960,602 

Articles. 


g^^ireed 

Shoes,  boots,  etc 

Soap,  toilet 

Socks  and  stockings 

Soy 

Sugar,  refined 

Tea 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Blankets 

Cords  and  braid 

Drills 

Flannels 

Gassed 

Shirtings— 

Gray 

Twflled.... 

Tdoth 

Tissue,  white... 

Towels. 

Underwear 

Wadding 

Yam 

Silk  and  cotton 

Timber. 

Toilet  articles 

Umbrellas,  European. . . 
Vegetables,  fruits,  nuts. , 
Other  articles 

Total 

Reexix>rts 

Grand  total 


1906. 


$140,257 
298,281 
332,363 
156,836 
107,270 
1,876,729 
131,075 


313,947 
41,882 
405,045 
195,343 
88,046 

2,616,539 
61,645 
409,240 
648,237 
522,798 
306,419 
158,555 

2,960,767 
516,302 
485,368 
87,759 
406,172 
240,238 

7,054,206 


20,231,604 


29,835,293 


1907. 


$128,748 
231,251 
243,194 
94,994 
108,485 
837,846 
125,086 


75,327 
80,200 
660,853 
79,088 
22,900 

2,264,768 
02,415 
377,816 
885,108 
867,986 
298,479 
190,837 

4,446,902 
434,471 
504,236 
178,310 
305,726 
287,113 

5,546,116 


28,618,474 
1,280,244 


29,898,718 


The  exports  of  copper,  machinery,  cotton  drills,  cotton  yam,  and 
timbeor  made  a  marked  advance  over  the  corresponding  figures  of 
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1906.  The  articles  that  contributed  most  largely  to  the  falling  oflf  of 
the  trade  in  1907  are  cigarettes,  glass,  hats  and  caps,  paper,  porcelain, 
shoes  and  boots,  sugar,  cotton  blankets,  cotton  flannel,  gray  shirting, 
and  towels. 

EXPORTS  BT   COUNTRIES — 8UBP0RT8 — SHIPPING. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  exports  by  country  from  Osaka 
for  1906  and  1907: 


Coon  tries. 


United  States 

Australia 

Belgium 

British  India  and  Straits  Settlements. 

China 

Dutch  India 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Russian  Asia 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 


Total 12,389,000     17,140,957 


Imports. 


1906. 


S437,n3 

07,432 

72,446 

388,621 

3,055,671 

2,825,327 

301,535 

829,813 

9,495 

1,945,554 

3,637 

148,091 

1,827,785 

476,681 


1907. 


$218,934 

672 

190,868 

2,382,708 

5,021,412 

1,778,600 

810,112 

426,956 

59,958 

4,225,511 

2,556 

49,855 

1,468,907 

519,918 


Exports. 


1906. 


S44,019 

59,472 

2,546 

313,831 

18,960,288 

15,747 


36,721 

219,022 

7,816,597 

2,294,653 


58,474 
5,024 


29,835,293 


1907. 


196,824 

27,209 

2,260 

356,182 

18,787.£61 

57,861 

249 

36,481 

281,451 

0,797,688 

307,080 


127,000 
29,800 


29,808,n8 


The  total  trade  of  the  subports  of  Kobe  and  Osaka  for  1907  was 
$10,493,754,  against  $6,342,697  for  1906,  a  gain  of  $4,151,057,  to  which 
both  imports  and  exports  contributed.  The  former  amounted  to 
$7,316,339,  with  an  increase  of  $2,752,250,  the  latter  to  $3,177,415,  a 
gain  of  $1,398,807.  The  principal  increase  in  imports  was  made  by 
Yokkaichi,  $1,747,988;  Taketoyo,  $688,463;  Tsuruga,  $222,002;  Ito- 
saki,  $119,593.  In  exports  the  greatest  gain  was  shown  by  Yokkaichi, 
$691,422,  and  Tsuruga,  $627,064. 

The  tonnage  entered  at  Osaka  shows  a  gain  of  8,910  tons  for  1907, 
the  entrances  for  the  year  being  510,023  tons.  The  United  Kingdom 
entered  14,361  tons,  a  gain  of  5,754 ;  Japan,  462,043  tons,  a  gam  of 
6,927;  Norway,  11,323  tons,  a  gain  of  3,144;  while  the  UnitecT States^ 
entered  only  17,487  tons,  against  24,318  for  1906,  a  loss  of  6,831, 
which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  sale  of  the  foreign-built  steam- 
ship Ohio  III  and  the  decreased  sailings  of  the  Ohio  I. 

EXPORTS  rROM  KOBE  CONSULAR  DISTRICT  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  exports  from  the  consular 
district  of  Kobe  to  the  United  States  for  1905, 1906,  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


Antimony 

Bamboo  poles 

Bamboo  and  wood  ware 

Brushes,  tooth,  hair,  and  nail 
Camphor  and  camphor  oil . . . 

Carpets  and  ru^s 

Cement 

Chillies 

Cinnamon  bark 

Cotton  and  cotton  goods 

Curioa 


1905. 

1906. 

122,820 

$5,341 

48.629 

65,426 

135,734 

326,328 

300,861 

344,847 

217.869 

103,911 

20,284 

46.266 

1,270 

60,208 

24,932 

14,048 

10.821 

18,307 

146,093 

264,050 

159,855 

134,641 

1907. 


$72,200 
219,004 
409,834 
127,988 
28,677 


27.806 

824 

394,000 

242,892 
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Articles. 


Fans 

Ginger 

Gnt  string 

Isinglaas 

Leather  and  leather  ware 

Matches 

Metal 

Metal  ware 

Mineral  water 

Oranges,  fresh 

Paper: 

CopTing 

Other  paper  and  paper  ware 

Peannts 

Personal  effects  and  hoosehold  goods. 

Peppermint  crystal  and  oil 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Bice 

Sake 

Screens 

Silk  goods 

Straw  and  chip  braid 

Straw  matting 

Sulphnr 

Sundries.^ 

Tea., 


Toys 

Vegetables  and  proyisions. 
Vegetable  wax 


Total 8,241,870     11,084,728 


1905. 


$107. 
18. 

14, 


76, 
27, 

7, 

13, 
92, 
64, 

n, 

68. 
^964, 
286, 
186, 

85, 

44, 

292, 

2,396, 

18, 

262, 

1,734, 

98, 
2?8, 

96, 


1906. 


tl44,185 
19,827 
17,908 
29,685 
28,083 


109,910 

319,013 

55,861 

4,096 

34,696 

115,663 

48,432 

5,245 

52,719 

1.604,480 

592,882 

260,862 

41,166 

67,897 

861,128 

3,459,660 

26.857 

297,606 

1,177,425 

218.628 

472,139 

152,707 


1907. 


$106,691 
2.282 
24,144 
28,429 
20,018 
6,738 
410,842 
54.902 
86,968 
14,976 

14,672 

142,760 

175,409 

16,812 

12,605 

1,279,802 

867,604 

209,629 

14.199 

66,398 

332.417 

2.660.066 

60,746 

222,727 

1,432.195 

119,896 

498,946 

187,161 


10,488,240 


N^AGASAKI. 

By  Consul  Geoboe  H.  Scidmobe. 

The  foreim  trade  of  the  consular  district  of  Nagasaki  in  1907  was 
as  follows:  imports,  $23,714,245,  an  increase  of  $641,164  as  compared 
with  1906;  exports,  $19,820,826,  an  increase  of  $4,972,258  as  com- 
pared with  1906. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
several  ports  in  the  district  in  1907 : 


Nagasaki 

Shimonosekl., 

Moji 

Wakamatsu.. 

Hakata 

Karatsa 

Suminoye 

Kochinotsu.. 

Misumi 

Idsuhara 

Shishhni 

Sesmia 


Total. 


Ports. 


Imports.       Exports. 


062.790 
196.572 
153.825 
479.192 
204,271 
176,524 


153.380 
58,797 

182,863 
13,342 
12,689 


23,714,246 


$2,318, 

2,173, 

9,486, 

1,683, 

76, 

953, 

319, 

2,444, 

69, 

257. 

64, 

73, 


19,820,826 


Total. 


$10, 
3. 

1: 

1, 

2, 


400,952 
370,266 
640,672 
062,378 
280,747 
129,733* 
319,660 
607,906 
127,804 
440,110 
78,310 
80,864 


43,635,071 


TRADE  OF  NAGASAKI. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Nagasaki  during  1907  was  as  follows:  Im- 
ports, $8,082,789,  and  exports,  $2,318,162,  showing  an  increase  in  im- 
ports pf  $1,293,642  and  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  $427,682.  Trans- 
shipments amoimted  to  $2,383,047,  being  $83,687  less  than  in  1906. 
The  decrease  in  exports  appears  mainly  under  the  headings  of  iron 
and  steel,  rice,  tea,  charcoal,  and  cement  Of  imports  beans,  peas, 
pulse,  rice,  raw  cotton,  timber,  vessels,  and  manufactures  of  iron  and 
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steel  show  the  most  noticeable  increases,  while  kerosene  oil  shows  a 
decrease  of  $290,510. 

Local  trade  continued  dull,  and  has  not  recovered  from  the  serious 
loss  of  patronage  from  foreign  naval  vessels,  which  in  former  years 
made  this  port  a  rendezvous^ut  which  now  concentrate  in  these 
waters  at  Manila,  Hongkong,  Wei-Hai-Wei,  and  Tsingtau. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports,  by  articles  and  value, 
into  Nagasaki  during  the  year  1907  : 


ArUdes. 


Ammonia,  solphate  of,  cnide. 

Anchors  and  chains 

Antimony 

Asbestos  boards  or  sheets 


Value. 


Balances  and  scales. 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse 

Beer,  ale,  porter,  and  stout 

Belting  and  hose,  for  machinery... 
Brass: 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Bars  and  rods 

Sheet  and  wire 

Brlclcs  and  tiles 

Butter  and  margarine 

Boilers,  steam 

Caoutchouc,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Carpets 

Cattle  and  other  live  stock 

Cement,  Portland 

Clocks 

Clothing  and  accessories 

Cobalt,  oxide  of 

Coins,  not  gold  or  silver 

Comestibles,  preserved 

Confectionery  and  sweetmeats 

Copper: 

Tipes  and  tubes 

Bars,  rods,  and  sheets 

Other 

Cordage  and  thread 

Cotton,fraw,  ginned 

Diving  apparatus 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthenware  and  porcelain 

Eggs 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc.: 

Dynamos  and  motors 

Wire,  insulated  cable 

Machinery 

Lamps  and  parts  thereof 

Light  carbons 

Fittings,  other 

Emery  cloths  and  wheels,  and  sandpaper 
Engines: 

Steam  turbine 

Steam 

Fire 

Qas,  hot  air,  and  petroleum. 

Fishing  gut 

Fittings  for  doors  and  furniture 
Flax,  China  grass,  ramie,  etc. . . 

Flour 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Furs,  hides,  and  skins 

Glass: 

Plate  and  sheet 

Manufactures,  other 

Gold  and  silver  thread 

Grains  and  seeds 

Hair 


Instruments,  scientific 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Plates  and  sheets  of  iron  and  mild 
steel 

Bars  and  rods  ofiron  and  mild  steel .. 

Bars  of  steel 

structural  iron  and  steel 

Pigs,  ingots,  slabs,  blooms 

Tangle  and  the  like 


$12,854 

42,180 

1,277 

916 

1,000 

251,575 

1,462 

4,784 

62,604 

41,323 

22,749 

4,960 

2,587 

167,667 

7,580 

10,878 

1,918 

1,615 

764 

1,506 

5,156 

1,281 

4,401 

1,512 

122,806 

18,376 

6,196 

1,897 

328,585 

5,000 

6,308 

0,381 

22,325 

06,213 
86,372 
64,074 
3,802 
224 
67,270 


257,875 

20,258 

4,671 

533 

27,277 

5,207 

1,320 

45,342 

1,101 

1,404 

48,414 

851 

684 

12,004 

7,913 

8,018 


583,416 
280,235 
28,271 
231,376 
109,678 
150.636 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manofktctarea  of— 
Continued. 

Pipes  and  tubes— 

Wrought-iron 

Wrought-steel 

Cast-iron , 

Galvanised  sheets- 
Corrugated 

Other 

Wire  rope 

Wire,  galvanised 

Ralls ). 

Diagonal  or  checkered  plate 

Naib. :. 

Rivets 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Tools  and  implements 

Stoves :. 

Wire  and  small  rod 

Scrap  iron 

Enameled  ware,  iron 

Other  manufiictures  o  iron  and  steel 

Lamps,  lanterns,  and  parts  of 

Lead,  and  manuDEKitures  of: 

Pipe 

Pig,  ingot,  and  slab 

Leather: 

Sole 

Dyed  or  colored 

Sheep  and  goat 

Locomotives  and  tenders,  and  parts  of. . 
Machinery: 

Distilling 

Drilling  and  boring < 

Hydraulic ' 

Lathes ' 

Ufting 

MilUng I 

Mining 

Paper-making i 

Planing | 

Printing I 

Pumping ' 

Sawing j 

Screwing ' 

Sewing. 


Shaping., 
ot^nj 


Slotting.. 

Steam  hammers.. 

AU  other 

Manure: 

Bone 

Bone  dust 

Cake- 
Bean 

Cottonseed 

Rape  seed. 

Dried  to 

Other  manures. 

Metallic  alloys,  antifriction 

Metals,  sundry: 

Bar,  rod,  sheet,  pipe,  etc 

Pig,  ingot,  and  slaD 

Scrap 

All  other,  and  manufactures  of. 

Meters  and  gauges. 

Milk,  oondensed  and  sterilised 

Minerals,  crude 

Musical  iDStromeittB 


Value. 


$140,730 

23.041 

1,060 

96.578 

74,838 

85,135 

5,704 

16,061 

5,735 

05,246 

47,810 

33,547 

11,215 

3.057 

3,873 

2.446 

1,300 

28,010 

2,500 

0,106 
4,751 

7,606 
6,531 
2.624 
27,064 

31,737 

16,730 
8,843 

66,438 

102,564 

0,560 

4,065 

8,009 

27,803 

AM 

171.855 
2,831 
1,681 
16,503 
2,718 

6.  no 

0,106 
256,028 

S00.208 
47,753 

4H«7 
11.202 

201,007* 
2,853 
10.083 
13,006 

24,626 
8,051 
34,006 
25.364 
11,651 
31,840 
8,048 
8,785 
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Articles. 


Value. 


Artldes. 


Value. 


Ofl: 

Kefoseiie , 

Labrlcatlng , 

Linseed , 

Colza. 

Olive 

Turpentiiie , 

Castor '. 

Other 

Oilcloths  and  linoleum  for  floors 

Packing  for  engines , 

Paints: 

Ships' bottom. , 

Enamel , 

Varnish , 

Other  paints  and  dyes 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Pitch 

Plumtago 

Provisions 

Putty 

Railway  cars,  and  parts  of. 

Rape  seed. 

Rice 

Roofing,  felt 

Sesame  seed 

Soap 

Stearin,  vegetable  wax,  and  candles. 

Sugar 

Surgical  instruments 

Taltow 

Tin 

Tinned  plates 


1739,899 
14,130 
4,961 
4,964 
4,286 
1,447 
1,415 
1,900 
8,146 
8,279 

21,066 
1,137 
1,302 

10,116 
6,837 
1,686 

16,884 
3,911 
1,208 
7,836 

12,876 

339,449 

627 

12,216 
1,792 
.  2,096 
7,360 
2,031 
9,771 
9,026 
4,131 


Tissues: 

Cotton  duck. 

Cotton  prints 

Cotton,  other 

Ounny  cloth 

Canvas 

Linen 

Waterproof  cloth. 

Woolen 

Woolen  mixed 

Other  textUes 

Tr-f  'so  sVirlls,  ivory  and  bone 

Vi's:i*'ls.  .sU'Lin; 

Vehicles  an  d  v^essels 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wheat..... 

Whisky,  and  other  alcoholic  liquors 

Wines 

Wood: 

Teafe 

Oregon  p!ae,  fir,  and  cedar— 

t:    :  ir,  round,  squared,  or  sided 

All  otoerT.*.'.* .*.".' *.*.".'.'.' .'.*.*  * ." .' .' .' '. ',  *  * ," .*  .* 

Zinc 

Miscellaneous 

Parcels  post 

Traveling  effects,  subject  to  duty 

Total  foreign  produce 

Japanese  produce 

Grand  total 


t4,684 

4,840 

2,418 

1,269 

6,008 

1,762 

2,335 

9,162 

2,905 

7,002 

1,928 

219,832 

18,062 

36,493 

26,363 

4,712 

8,026 

169,442 

74,434 
7,666 
26,617 
24,046 
83,868 
7,944 
16,799 


8,060,173 
13,618 


8,082,790 


EXPORTS,  BT  ARTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports,  by  articles,  at  Nagasaki 
during  the  year  1907 : 


Arttoles. 


Add: 

Sulphuric 

Nitric 

Anise,  star 

Antimony  manufactures 

Apples 

Bamboo,  and  manufactures  of. 

Barley 

Beer 

Boats 

Books  and  journals 

Boots,  shoes,  clogs,  sandals,  eto 

Brass  manumctures 

Bricks  and  tiles 

Bronze  manuf^ures 

Brushes 

Candles 

Cement,  Portland 

Cereals,  sundry 

Charcoal 

Clocks 

Cloisonne 

Clothing: 

European  style 

AUo&er 

Coal: 

Lump 

Dust 

Coke 

Comestibles 

Confectionery  and  sweetmeats 

Coral,  worked  or  crude 

Cordage  and  ropes 

Cotton: 

Wadding , 

Imitation  nfmlria«iui , 

9108— c  B 1907— VOL  1 


1661 
282 
9,431 
306 
213 

'494 
670 

2,879 
842 

9,326 
163 

3,587 

142 

126 

831 

44,325 

2,709 

60,698 

163 

1,518 

18,486 
7,752 

250,443 
6,374 
1,647 
29,544 
3,302 
4,295 


25,016 
1,666 


30 


Articles. 


Cotton— Continued. 

Towels 

Tissues 

Yams  and  thread , 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals 

Dyes,  pigments,  and  paints 

Eiectno  dynamos  and  motors 

Embroideries 

Fans 

Fish: 

Cuttle,  dried 

Abalone 

Shrimps  and  prawns,  dried 

Beche  demer,  dried 

Sharks'  fln<T 

Sardines  and  anchovies 

Cod 

Bonito 

Ligaments  of  scallops , 

Razor  clams , 

Mussels 

Oysters , 

Shell,  other 

All  other  flsh 

Flour,  meals  and  starches 

Fruits 

Furniture,  wood , 

Furs  and  leathers 

Qinseng 

G  lass  manuiiactures 

Gold  and  silver  ware 

Handkerchiefs 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 

Implements  and  tools,  agricultural  and 

mechanical 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 


Value. 


S690 
7,860 
1,061 
4,618 
606 
384 
6,375 


472,377 

65,625 

38,073 

27,238 

21,734 

11,594 

4,043 

8,263 

2,736 

57,618 

7,856 

3,212 

12,877 

6,630 

587 

6,867 

9,030 

618 

270 

1,046 

634 

456 


444 

24,261 


Digitized  by 


Google 


466 


COMMERCIAL  EELATIONS. 


Articles. 


Valae. 


iTory  manaCactures 

Jewelry 

Lacquered  ware 

Lard,  tallow,  and  grease... . 
.Lamps,  and  parts  therooL.. 

Lanterns,  Japanese 

Leather  bags  and  i>ortfolio6. 

Liquors 

Machines: 

Cigarette  making. 

Printing 

Rice-mUl 

Sundry 

Manures 

Matches 

Medicines 

Metals 

Mineral  materials,  crude.... 

Mineral  water 

Mushrooms,  dried. 

OU: 

CoUa- 

Fish  and  whale 

Oils  and 
Oranges. 
Fsper. 

Wrapping  and  packing. 

Japanese  writing 

Printing,  foreign 

AU  other 

Pea  dieese 

Photographs  and  pictures 

Plants,  trees,  shrubs,  and  roots 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Ropes,  bags,  and  mats,  straw. . 
Rugs. 


1947 

1,382 

2,057 

2,799 

372 

289 

448 

616 

796 

£81  I 

297 

14,723 

265 

2,606 

364 

2,814 

3,417 

1,942 

70,864 

4,194 

1,644 : 

712 
6,238 

66,702 

3,758 

694 

10,986 

3,723 

941 

2,996 

34,240 

66,154 

87,673 

1,730 

360 


Articles. 


Sake 

Sdentiflo  instruments 

Screens 

Shells,  abalone 

Silk: 

Tissues  and  mixed  tissues 

Shawls 

NightKOwns 

Manuuctures,  all  others. 

Sinews,  animal 

Socks  and  stockings 

Soap,  toilet 

Soy 

Tea. ................................. 

Timber,  lumber,  IXNuds,  and  plania. , 
Tissues: 

Woolen  and  hemp 

Sundry 

Tobacco 

Toilet  articles 

Toys 

Twines,  and  raw  materials  therefor.. 
Umbrellas  and  parosols,  and  parts  of, 

Undershirts  and  drawers , 

Vegetables .' , 

VermlcelU. 

Vessels,  steam  and  sailing 

Wax,  vegetable 

Wood,  manufactures 

Zinc , 

Miscellaneous 

Parcels  post. , 

Total  Japanese  produce 

Reexports  (foreign  produce) 

Grand  total , 


Vahie. 


S8,234 
313 
963 

18,025 

3,786 

534 

383 

644 

1,895 

1,267 

1,907 

15,984 

69,277 

67,873 

591 
3,733 
1,860 
1,481 
1,300 
606 
1,192 
1,533 
53,980 

5,220 
7,780 
1,988 

60,396 
111,178 

32,866 


2,154,875 
163,287 


2,318,163 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  AT  NAGASAKI  AND   MOJI,  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  at  Naga- 
saki and  Moji  in  1907  from  and  to  the  several  countries: 


Countries. 


United  Stotes 

Philippine  Islands. . 

China 

Great  Britain 

Hongkong 

Asiaao  Russia. 

European  Russia 

Britl^  India 

Belgium 

Germany 

Slam 

Korea. 

Other  countries 

Straits  Settlements.. 

Ilvnch  India. 

France 

AostraUa. 


Total 8,082,790 


Nagasaki. 


MoJi. 


Imports.      Exports.      Imports.  I  Exports. 


191,100 

6,249 

633,179 

579,761 

6,690 

33,618 
7,526 

86,667 
305,723 
231,299 
204,861 
236,497 
266,566 

10,774 
237,780 

33,447 

13,254 


117,044 

63,384 

1,038,473 

29,336 

641,076 

206,079 

17,280 

6,667 

61,068 

7,706 

546 

194,262 

25,741 

15,908 

3,426 

262 

1.916  ! 


$2,193,728 

260,826 

2,495,193 

993,498 

78,048 

13,872 

2,375 

3,820,216 

09,691 

610,314 

55,168 

105,758 

3,417,034 

5,350 

21,603 

11,362 

899 


$549,833 

10,721 

5,002,557 

935 

1,495,414 

103,967 


177,519 
1,437 


4,962 

1,306,825 

294,660 

339,540 


80,506 


2,318,162  13,163,825  ,   9,486,847 
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EXFOSTS  TO  THE  UNTTBD  STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  declared  for  the  United 
States  in  the  consular  district  of  Nagasaki  during  the  calendar  years 
1905, 1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1006. 

1007. 

Cement. 

UNITED  8TATB8. 

8148,102 

cSS!!?:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::  ::       : ::::     :  : : 

$57,082 

744 

1,036 

13,068 

573 

1730,815 
3,704 
5040 
6  620 
3;  102 

Homehold  effects 

1,281 

5,648 

144 

860 

P^n-044nin 

RIoe. -  

Other  articles 

Total 

74,253 

156,044 

740,100 

PHILIPFINE8. 

Oabbaces 

883 

28,510 

703 

04 

64,772 

10,660 

3,506 

36,068 

1,787 

450 

157,014 

4;  408 

6,704 

ooai^!!!!::::::;::::::: 

Coke 

852 

Fttpet 

172 

Potetoes 

142,814 

Other  articles 

■ 

Total 

105,581 

208,347 

152,068 

HAWAH. 

Coal 

13,150 

TlXL 

138 

Total 

13,150 

138 

FISHERIES  EXHIBITION — SHIPBUILDING. 

The  second  fisheries  exhibition  of  western  Japan  and  Kiushiu, 
representing  20  prefectures,  was  opened  at  Nagasaki  on  October  21, 
1907,  with  imposing  ceremonies,  and  on  October  25  the  Crown  Prince 
and  Prince  Arisugawa  were  present  While  organized  under  the 
auspices  of  20  prefectures,  it  contained  exhibits  from  many  other 

5 arts  of  the  Empire^  as  well  as  Sajghalien,  Formosa,  Korea,  and 
[wantung,  classined  in  10  sections,  viz:  (1^  Fishing  apparatus  and 
fishing  boats  and  gear  thereof  (4,010  in  numoer) ;  (2)  machinery  and 
drjring  and  cold-storage  plants  (636) ;  (3)  comestibles  (18,288) ;  (4^ 
articles  for  industrial  purposes  (3,046) ;  (5)  manures  (1,034) ;  (6) 
products  for  medical  and  chemical  purposes  (76) ;  (7)  salt  (1,405) ; 
(8)  methods  of  fishing  industries  and  results  thereof  (406) ;  (9) 
patent  articles,  registered  designs,  etc.,  relating  to  fishing  industries 
(81)  ;  (10)  reference  articles  (215) ;  total  exhibits,  29,147. 

lliese  exhibits  presented  a  most  interesting  view  of  Japanese 
methods  of  fishing.  They  showed,  however,  that  conservatism  is  still 
a  marked  characteristic  of  the  fishing  population,  and  the  articles, 
of  a  novel  nature  and  to  which  attention  was  particularly  called, 
appeared  to  be  adaptations  or  copies  of  methods  pursued  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe.  The  energetic  efforts  of  the  Imperial 
Government  to  improve  and  extend  the  fishing  and  allied  industries 
were  fulty  illustrated. 

The  Imtsu  Bishi  Dockyard  and  Engine  Works  at  Najgasaki  were 
worked  to  their  fullest  capacity  during  the  year  1907,  aniTtwo  steam- 
ers, the  Tenyo  Maru  and  the  Chiyo  Maru,  each  of  13,500  tons,  were 
launched  for  the  Toyo  Easen  Kaisha  for  service  on  the  San  Francisco 
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Line.  For  the  Nippon  Yosen  Kaisha's  European  Line  the  Kamo 
Maru.  of  8,770  tons,  was  also  launched.  The  total  tonnage  thus  com- 
pleted was  35,770.  All  these  vessels  were  fitted  with  Parsons  turbine 
engines,  and  were  built  to  the  highest  class  under  Lloyds  survey. 

The  loUowing  is  a  list  of  vessefe  in  course  of  construction  and  c<m- 
tracted  for  at  the  end  of  1907 : 


Yard  Nob. 

Qross 
tons. 

Hone- 
poiwr. 

Owners. 

102 

2,M0 
3,200 
8,fl00 
8,fi00 
8,fi00 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
13,700 
0,820 
0,320 
2,040 

8,000 
8,fi00 
7,000 
7000 
7,000 
8,000 
8,000 
8,000 
16,860 
8,600 
8,600 
8,600 

Japanese  Navy. 
Volunteer  Association. 

IM 

SJ:::::: :::::::::::   :       :      ;-■;•■•; 

Nipnmi  Yosen  Kalaha. 

vn 

198 ... 

Do. 

300 

<>nka  Shosm  Ki^iff^M^ 

aoi 

Do. 

202 

Do. 

208 

Toyo  KIsen  Kaisba. 
Do. 

204 

205 

Do. 

206 

Volnntenr  Assodation. 

This  company  imports  most  of  its  material,  including  heavy  cast- 
ings, and  is  well  equipped  for  repairs  and  construction  of  ve^els  in 
nearly  every  branch  or  work,  and  is  adding  to  its  plant. 

COOLIE  LABOR — NEW  OPEN  PORT. 

An  event  of  unusual  importance,  in  illustration  of  the  rapidly 
changing  conditions  of  labor  in  Japan,  occurred  in  the  monm  of 
August,  1907,  when  about  200  Chinese  laborers  were  brought  to 
Kagoshima  to  work  on  the  railway  in  course  of  construction  between 
that  place  and  Yatsushiro.  These  men  were  engaged  by  contractmrs. 
were  to  receive  $7.47  per  month  and  food,  and  were  to  be  followed 
b^  800  others.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  however,  the  local  authori- 
ties, acting  under  the  provisions  of  an  imperial  ordinance  of  July, 
1899,  ordered  the  repatriation  of  these  laborers,  and  they  were  re- 
turned to  China  at  tne  expense  of  the  contractors.  This  ordinance 
prohibits  residence  or  employment  of  unskilled  foreim  laborers  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  old  foreign  settlements  or  suosettlements  in 
Japan  without  the  previous  special  permission  of  the  administrative 
authorities. 

In  December  118  Korean  laborers  in  two  parties  were  brought 
from  Fusan,  with  the  approval  of  the  authorities,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  wages  affreed  to  be  paid  these  men  were  35  cents  per  diem 
each,  from  which  the  contractors  were  permitted  to  deduct  12  cents 
for  food. 

Extensive  work  was  completed  on  the  harbor  improvements  at 
Omuta,  a  port  on  Shimabara  Gulf.  These  improvements  were  car- 
ried out  by  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  owners  of  the  adjacent  Miike 
collieries,  ior  the  purpose  of  saving  the  cost  of  transportation  of  coal 
for  shipment  at  Kuchinotsu,  a  small  port  about  35  miles  distant.  It 
is  stated  that  the  cost  of  transportation  and  reshipment  of  coal  be- 
tween these  points  is  50  cents  per  ton,  and  taking  the  output  of  the 
mines  during  the  year  1906  of  1,400,000  tons  as  a  basis,  the  savings 
expected  to  oe  made  is  a  considerable  amount,  probably  reaching 
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$250,000  per  annmn.  These  new  harbor  works  were  estimated  to  cost 
$1,494,000.  Owing  to  the  decreased  amount  of  handling  recjuired  by 
loading  at  Omuta,  the  coal  will  be  placed  aboard  ship  in  betted 
condition  and  with  less  dust  and  waste  than  at  Kuchinotsu. 

TTie  new  harbor  is  divided  into  two  sections,  inner  and  outer,  with 
areas  of  33^  acres  and  125  acres,  respectively.  A  breakwater  1,200 
feet  in  length  incloses  the  outer  harbor  with  the  exception  of  an 
entrance  450  feet  wide  for  the  passage  of  vessels.  The  two  sections 
are  divided  by  locks  66  feet  in  breadth,  by  which  means  the  inner 
harbor  will  be  kept  free  from  the  tide  fall  of  18  feet,  a  depth  of  28 
feet  bein^  the  minimum  maintained.  Three  steamers  of  10,000  tons 
each  can Ibe  loaded  simultaneously  in  the  inner  harbor  if  necessary, 
7,000  tons  of  coal  bein^  shipped  daily. 

Omuta's  population  m  1903  was  27^72.  Mikawa  Mura,  an  adja- 
cent villa^,  contains  6,400  people.  It  is  expected  that  these  two 
places  willbe  merged  into  one  municipality  when  the  harbor  is  opened 
tor  foreign  trade. 

GOAL  MINING — ^RAILWAYS. 

This  is  the  most  important  and  profitable  industry  of  this  consular 
district  According  to  the  most  reliable  statistics  obtainable  here, 
the  total  output  of  coal  in  Japan  during  1907  was  13,716,488  tons, 
of  which  11,126^438  tons,  or  nearly  81  per  cent,  were  mined  in  Eaushiu. 

There  are  90  collieries  in  Kiushiu  which  produced  each  more  than 
80,000  tons  last  year;  47  from  10,000  to  30,000  tons  each;  28  from 
5,000  to  10,000  tons  each;  and  308  which  produced  less  than  5,000 
tons  each. 

There  are  no  coal  mines  in  Miyasaki-ken,  Oita-ken,  and  Kago- 
shima-ken.  The  total  area  of  the  collieries  in  Kiushiu  is  about 
231,015  acres,  of  which  about  16,351  acres  are  in  Na^saki-ken. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  railway  nationalization  law,  pro- 
mulgated March  31,  1906,  the  Government,  on  July  1,  1907,  took 
over  the  properties  of  the  Kiushiu  Railway  Company  in  this  district, 
coveringlines  of  446  miles,  or,  counting  parallels  and  sidings,  of  663 
miles.  The  purchase  money  is  to  be  delivered  within  five  years  from 
the  date  of  purchase  in  public  loan  bonds  bearing  5  per  cent  interest 
calculated  at  their  face  value.  From  the  day  of  purchase  until  the 
public  loan  bonds  are  delivered  the  company  is  to  receive,  at  each 
time  of  the  year  at  which  it  has  hitherto  made  its  settled  account  re- 
port, a  sum  of  money  equivalent  to  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum 
on  the  purchase  |>rice. 

Active  work  is  in  progress  on  the  new  main  line  to  connect  Yatsu- 
shiro  with  Kaffoshima,  a  distance  of  about  60  miles.  The  section 
between  Yatsumiro  and  Hitoyoshi,  covering  33  miles,  with  23  tunnels, 
was  oi>ened  for  traffic  June  1,  1908.  Upon  the  completion  of  the 
remaining  section  beyond  Hitoyoshi,  it  will  be  possible  to  travel  from 
Tokyo  to  Kagoshima  by  rail,  except  the  ferry  at  Shimonoseki. 

COTTON  SPINNING— CHOLERA  EPmEMIC. 

During  1907  about  5,000  hands  were  employed  in  the  cotton  spin- 
ning mins  of  this  district,  three-fourths  of  whom  were  females,  in 
the  following  places:  At  Miike  two  mills  with  10,318  and  19,968 
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spindles,  respectively ;  at  Nakatsu  one,  with  10,368  spindles ;  at  Kama- 
moto  one,  with  10,752  spindles;  at  Fukuoka  one,  with  11,520  spindles, 
and  at  Kurume  two,  with  5,160  and  9,600  spindles,  respectively. 

Proposals  were  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  mill  at  Nakatsu, 
northeastern  Kiushiu,  with  40,000  q)indles,  and  another  at  Wakamatsu 
with  16,000.  Operatives  for  the  latter  would  be  obtained  from  the 
families  of  the  employees  of  the  Government  Iron  Foundry.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  unfavorable  rates  of  exchange  of  silver,  resulting  in 
serious  decrease  of  sales  in  the  Chinese  maraets,  it  is  probable  that 
extensions  of  this  industry  must  be  postponed  until  a  return  of  more 
promising  conditions. 

On  July  26,  1907,  at  Moji,  and  on  August  5,  at  Shimonoseki, 
cholera  appeared  and  rapidly  increased  in  virulence.  As  soon  as  this 
consulate  became  convinced  that  the  disease  was  approaching  an  epi- 
demic stage  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  were  notified  oy 
cable.  Up  to  October  23,  when  new  cases  and  deaths  from  tlie 
disease  ceased  to  be  reported,  there  had  occurred  at  Moji  514  cases  and 
321  deaths,  and  at  Shmionoseki  85  cases  and  56  deaths.  During  this 
period  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  many  other  places  in  this  district, 
but  at  Nagasaki  only  3  cases  and  2  deaths  therefrom  were  reported, 
and  these  were  of  foreign  passengers  from  Shanghai.  Great  credit 
is  due  to  the  authorities  here  for  their  most  effective  sanitary  police 
and  quarantine  arrangements. 

VTTAL  STATISTICS — TRADE  OP  MINOR  PORTS. 

According  to  information  furnished  by  the  Na^saki  municipal 
office,  the  native  population  of  the  city  on  December  31,  1907,  was 
173,118,  of  whom  94^100  were  males  and  79,018  females;  23,838  were 
householders.  The  population  recorded  on  the  corresponding  date  of 
the  previous  year  was  168,438.  The  number  of  foreign  residents, 
shown  by  pohce  records,  was  as  follows: 


NaUonaUtj. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Males. 

Females. 

TotaL 

Rnnian 

n 

66 

41 
27 
16 
10 
8 

6 

4 

60 
46 
44 
25 
13 
11 
6 

5 
6 

131 
101 
86 
62 
28 
21 
14 

10 
9 

Ttalian 

6 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
9 
808 

4 
8 

1 
1 

British 

AmAricnn... 

Dntch. 

French 

Tn'Hih 

Qfnmftn.. 

Belgian 

Pf^Tlijfh 

Montenegrin.......  .. 

Portogaese 

Korean 

Norwegian     and 

flvTA/llllh 

Chinese 

178 

081 

Total 

Anstrlan  .  . 

1,061 

402 

1,461 

The  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  at  Nagasaki  during 
the  year  ended  November  30, 1907,  were  2,398  and  l,645j  respectively. 

Increase  in  the  trade  of  Moji  and  Shimonoseki  contmues  both  in 
exerts  and  imports,  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  vessels  calling  to  fill 
their  bunkers  with  coal.  No  improvement,  however,  has  been  made 
in  the  harbor  since  my  last  report,  and  collisions  between  and  strand- 
ing of  ships  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  owing  to  the  limited  anchor- 
age and  the  strong  currents  runninff  through  the  straits.  Extensive 
docks  and  wharves  are  promised  under  a  companv  recently  organized 
with  French  and  Belgian  capital,  and  efforts  will  probably  te  made 
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soon  to  remove  some  of  the  sunken  wrecks  which  obstruct  the 
channel. 

The  export  trade  of  Wakamatsu,  Kuchinotsu,  Karatsu,  and  Sumin- 
oye  continues  to  consist  ahnost  entirely  of  coal.  Imports  at  Waka- 
matsu, the  seat  of  the  Imperial  Iron  Works,  were  mainly  iron  ore  and 
pig  and  in^ot  iron.  The  trade  of  the  other  ports  of  this  district,  viz, 
Hakata,  Imsumi,  Idzuhara,  Shishimi,  and  Sasuna  is  of  limited  value. 
At  Hakata  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  improve  the  harbor  to  facilitate 
shipment  of  coal.  If  the  scheme  is  carried  out  it  is  believed  that 
Moji's  export  trade  and  advantages  as  a  port  of  call  will  be  materially 
affected. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  shipping  returns  at  the  several 
ports  in  the  consular  district  of  Nagasaki  in  1907 : 


Ports. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

NarnwiH ,    

1,273 
2,685 
1,562 
327 
81 
336 
63 
362 
29 
300 
686 
339 

2,712,002 

4,745,466 

496,102 

324,006 

21,363 

349,066 

62,013 

810,423 

3,974 

29,791 

6,277 

24,661 

1,209 

2,550 

1,148 

337 

57 

369 

63 

385 

27 

385 

600 

464 

2,684,327 

MatT. :.:;....: 

*'SS;SI 

Shnn^iMMftirl  X  .     ....  X 

WfttemStSU r  .       ,  .  .  ,  r 

328,066 

Hakatft .., 

16,381 

Karatsn , r 

823,964 

Snmlnoye 

51^887 

Koohinotsu ,.,..  ^ ,  ^ ,,.,--,-,-.,-..-,,,,, , 

806,017 

Uffmnl - 

3,964 

Idsaharft. 

44,018 

flhifhftni        

6,906 
26,273 

Suffmift 

Total 

7,973 

9,577,164  [        7.6S4 

9,425,739 

' 

CUSTOMS  DUTIES  AND  SHIPPING  RETUKNS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  customs  duties  collected  at  the 
several  ports  in  the  consular  district  of  Nagasaki  in  1907 : 


Ports. 


Collections. 


Ports. 


Nagasaki $1,164,826 

McS 1,885,577 

'"    nonseki 158,697 


14,769 
11,111 
10,309 


Kuchinotsu. 
Misumi..... 
Idxuhara.... 
Shishimi.... 
Sasuna. 

TotaL 


CoUeottom. 


*^87 

16,828 

1,632 

1,658 


3,289,066 


YOKOHA3£A. 

By  Consul-Genebal  Henby  B.  Miller. 

The  imports  into  Yokohama  in  1907  were  valued  at  $85,897,845,  a 
gain  of  $11,660,812  over  1906,  while  the  exports  therefrom  in  the  two 
years  amounted  to  $102,532,490  and  $100,022,102,  respectively,  a  gain 
of  $2,510,388.  In  imports  the  United  Kingdom  led  with  articles 
worth  $26,443,002,  a  gain  of  $3,542,193  over  1906.  The  United  States 
increased  its  sales  by  over  $2,000,000,  and  Germany  did  likewise  by 
about  the  same  amount.  The  United  States  takes  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  tiie  total  exports,  while  Germany  stands  second  with  18  per 
cent 

The  imports  and  exports  by  leading  countries  in  1906  and  1907 
are  shown  in  the  following  table .  ^  , 
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CountriflB. 


United  States 

Aostralia 

Austrift-Hungary. . . 

Belgiuiii 

BriSsh  India 

Canada 

China. « 

ERT)t 

France 

Gennany 

HawaU 

Hongkong 

Italy.. .7:. 

Korea 

Manchuria 

Russia 

Switseriand 

United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. 


$13,667,160 
1,288,705 


Total 74,237,033     85,897,845   100,022,102     102,582,490 


Imports. 


1906. 


$15,808,714 
3,178,184 


2,257,725 
6,644,612 


6,136,U5 


1,263,660 
0,060,072 


160,216 
'*89i794' 


49,664 

1,192,709 

22,900,809 

9,522,603 


1907. 


3,095,412 
5,917,239 


6,344,801 


1,382,933 
11,285,706 


136,655 


306,832 
593,080 
328,724 
789,^19 
26,443,002 
10,285,344 


$51,671,719 

1,052,508 

215,852 


£3iQ>ort8. 


1906. 


2,500,604 
1,308,644 
6,387,378 

132,568 

18,340,405 

1,590,063 

404,213 
1,613,079 
5,026,350 

468,780 


131,532 

9  894 

7,108^121 

1,971,388 


1907. 


$52,520,524 

1,216,019 

219,830 


8,013,471 

951,049 
8,822,275 

110,287 
10,351,905 
2,147,677 

453,106 
1,151,534 
0,129,457 

906,353 
1,347,638 

221,810 

20,582 

6,504,509 

2,428,207 


PRINCIPAL  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Of  the  imports  in  1907,  raw  cotton  was  the  largest  item,  amoimting 
in  value  to  $7,175,680,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $2,594,091.  The  re- 
ceipts of  wool  amounted  to  $5,278,310;  cloth  and  serges,  $3,692,974; 
sugar,  $4,886,096;  plate  and  sheet  iron,  $3,398,796;  drugs  and 
chemicals,  $3,145,887;  oil  cake,  $2,279,794;  paper,  $2,086,034;  and 
kerosene,  $2,085,950. 

The  principal  imports  in  detail  for  1906  and  1907  are  shown  in  the 
following  statement: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements 

Aluminum,  manufactures  of. 

Animals,  live 

Beans,  peas,  etc 

Belting 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Wheat 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles,  etc 

Cars,  electric 

Cars,  passenger 

Other.: 

Caoutchout.  etc..i 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Clocks,  watches,  etc 

Cotton,  and  manufiictures  of: 

Raw 

Flannels 

Prints 

Satins,  etc 

Sheetings  and  shirtings. . 

Thread 

Umbrella  cloth 

Velvets  and  plushes 

Yam 


1906. 


$206,431 
163,968 
72,734 
684,762 
110,202 

1,819,166 
243,114 

235,254 

86,400 

211,471 


Eggs 

Electrical  apparatus 

Glass  and  giaissware 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 

Iron  ana  steel,  manufactures 
of: 

Bar,  rod,  etc 

Blooms,  ingots,  etc 

Fishplates 

Machinery — 

Boring , 

Cotton-spinning 

BngiDes,etc 


305,867 

1,605,063 

639,252 

4,581,589 
188,310 
160,454 
251,033 

2,060,458 
507,898 
296,961 
185,250 

1,741,357 
200,970 
390,883 
621,666 
212,715 


1,157,638 
456,671 
502,412 

121,646 
262,054 
401,753 


1907. 


$153,627 
216,232 
265,074 
600,753 
154,079 

1,355,775 
542,230 

427,540 

849,404 

33,140 

122,907 

382,068 

3,145,887 

1,382,139 

7,175,680 

76,332 

170,364 

832,984 

1,944,379 
74,527 
212,037 
254,410 
714,372 
191,335 
655,504 
510,600 
238,509 


1,810,731 
320,264 
768,047 

91,250 
353,965 
760,687 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Con. 
Machinery— Con . 

Lifting 

Locomotives,  etc. . 

Pfu>er-maldng 

Printing 

Sawing 

Tuming-luthe 

Nails 

Plates  and  sheets 

Tin  plates 

Wire 

I  Lead  and  manufactures  of. 
Oil: 

Colta 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Oil-cake 

Paper 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams 

Butter,  etc 

Milk,  condensed 

Tallow 

Soap,  etc 

Spirits,  wine,  etc 

Surar 

Tobacco 

Trimmings 

Underwear,  etc 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Cloth  and  serges 

Italians 

Mousseline 

Tissues  of  wool    and 

cotton 

Yam 


1906. 


$118,683 

84,903 

146,088 

110,560 

09,800 

205,312 

677,414 

1,518,020 

175,400 

282,400 

304,748 

87,847 

1,640,440 

147,148 

1,842,179 

1,760,027 

12,317 

72,116 

343,556 


361,029 
364,638 
3,798,984 
474,214 
109,637 
107,665 

3,183,084 


177,409 
406,786 


842,842 


1907. 


$7,623 
421,464 
206,707 
111,627 
102,253 
206,830 
1,011,653 
8,898,796 
606,410 
860.411 
350,886 

67,018 

2,085,950 

104,838 

2,279,704 

2,066,084 

12,358 
62,382 


106,149 
411,766 
448,781 
4,886,006 
148,221 
249,382 
60,904 

6,278,810 

8,092,974 

108,608 

61,820 

1,063,284 
1,098,816 
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The  leading  articles  of  export  were  raw  and  waste  silk,  valued  at 
$60,983,967,  against  $57,760,476  in  1906;  habutae,  $14,429,951,  against 
$16,313,632;  handkerchiefs,  $2,604,781,  against  $2,717,543;  tea, 
$1,750,014,  against  $2,792,568;  and  copper  and  its  manufactures, 
$4,042,693,  against  $3,834,791.  The  values  of  the  principal  items  of 
export  are  shown  in  tne  following  comparative  table : 


Articles. 


Antimony,  manufiictores 

of 

B  am  boo  articles 

Braid,chip 

Copper.and  manaHactures 

Fish  and  fish  prodacts 

Purs 

Ginseng 

Laoquered  ware 

LUybolbe. 

Menthol  crystal 

OU,flshand  whale 

Paper,  and  manufoctuns 

Porodain   and    earthen^ 
ware 


1906. 

1907.   |i 

$163,034 
150,773 
367,248 

1 
tll5,356 
194,028 
294,192 

3,834,791 
1,216,838 
248,701 
134,739 
565,876 
245,181 
156,010 
455,582 

4,o4j,.l93 

m,,  ((00 

330,442  ' 
118.768  1 
52ih  742 
281,716 
!»1.>54 

ar.v  no 

861,194 

1,009,847 

400,378 

376,581 

Articles. 


Scientiac  articles 

Silk ,  and  m  anufac turns  of : 

Raw  and  waste 

liabutie 

Ilandkerchiefe 

N  igli  tgowns 

Sugar,  refined 

Tablecloth 

Tea 

Timber,  lumber,  etc 

Tobacco  and  cigarettes... 

T(  - 

Vi     luliles 

W  vi.  a,  manufactures,  of . 
Yam,cotton. 


1906. 


1337,606 

67,760,476 

16,313,632 

2,717,643 

234,661 

1,956,489 

206,607 

2,792,668 

780,721 

125,673 

146,338 

485,827 

228,870 

370,807 


1907. 


$148,096 

60,983,967 

14,429,951 

2,604,781 

218,808 

201,627 

1,311,163 

1,760,014 

318,374 

820,176 

136,740 

480,064 

196,146 

345,323 


THE   SILK   TRADE. 

The  year  1907  was  the  most  remarkable  in  the  history  of  the  silk 
trade,  as  it  records  the  largest  crop  ever  produced,  the  highest  prices 
paid  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  the  snarpest  decline  experienced 
since  1893.  The  trade  conditions  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
calendar  year  were  in  a  most  flourishing  condition  in  all  the  silk-con- 
suming centers,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  steady  demand  prevailing 
and  the  almost  exhausted  stock  in  the  Asiatic  markets,  prices  continued 
their  upward  move.  In  the  beginning  of  January  quotations  for  Sin- 
shiu  filatures  stood  at  $481  per  100  pounds,  against  $401  six  months  be- 
fore. By  the  end  of  February  the  unsold  stock  in  Yokohama  was  re- 
duced to  400,000  pounds,  and  although  supplies  of  spring  reelings  for 
the  balance  of  the  season  were  then  expected  to  reach  10,000  bales,  a 
shortage  of  supplies  to  cover  all  their  requirements  was  feared  oy 
manufacturers  at  home,  they  having  used  nearly  all  their  surplus 
stock,  and  large  contracts  for  future  delivery  were  entered  into  with 
Japanese  reelers.  By  the  end  of  April  the  total  engagements  for 
future  delivery  were  estimated  at  20,000  bales,  prices  having  then  ad- 
vanced to  $524  for  Sinshiu  filatures  Nos.  1  and  1^  and  $556  for  Yajima 
"  8  arrows."  During  all  this  time  speculation  at  the  native  silk  ex- 
change was  active,  and  in  April  business  was  temporarily  suspended, 
prices  having  been  driven  as  nigh  as  $610  for  Sinshiu  filatures. 

During  September  a  fair  amount  of  business  was  done,  with  con- 
stant fluctuations  between  $492  and  $464  for  Sinshiu  filatures  Nos. 
1  and  li,  Europe  being  the  principal  buyers  of  these  grades.  A  gen- 
eral depression,  however,  set  in  during  the  second  part  of  October, 
owing  to  the  financial  crisis  in  America.  Business  came  to  a  complete 
stan£till,  and  prices  declined  as  rapidly  as  they  had  advanced  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  depression  continued  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  prices 
had  reached  $356  for  Shinshiu  filatures  Nos.  1  and  1^,  and  the  unsold 
stock  in  Yokohama  had  accumulated  to  3,059,000  pounds,  which  was 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Yokohama  market  at  that  time  of 
the  year. 
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DECREASE  IN  EXPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURED  SILK. 

The  abnormally  high  prices  ruling  for  manufactured  silk  during 
the  autumn  of  1906  were  more  or  less  maintained  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  and  eventually  rose  to  an  almost  unprecedented 
point  during  April  and  May.  From  the  latter  part  of  May  quotations 
began  to  weaken,  the  downward  course  prevailing  until  the  middle 
of  August^  when  a  slight  reaction  set  m,  and  the  market  became 
firmer  durmg  the  autumn.  In  December,  however,  signs  were  not 
wanting  that  a  decline  in  prices,  conseauent  on  the  general  financial 
depression,  was  approaching,  and  the  close  of  the  year  saw  the  mar- 
ket in  a  very  weak  and  nervous  state.  The  habutae  exported  during 
1907  shows  a  diminution  in  value  of  about  $1,750,000  m  comparison 
with  1906,  the  only  markets  showing  an  increase  of  any  importance 
being  India  (and  neighboring  countries)  and  Germany,  the  former 
showing  an  increase  of  nearly  $500,000.  The  principal  falling  off  is 
shown  in  the  trade  with  the  United  States  and  France,  each  country 
purchasing  about  $1,000,000  less  than  the  previous  year. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNTIED  STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907  showed  an  increase  of 
$2,141,554  over  1906,  but  a  decrease  of  $7,170,528  from  1905.  The 
United  States  has  been  losing  trade  in  bicycles,  raw  cotton,  flour, 
printing  paper,  leather  belting,  nails,  watches  and  parts,  and  fish,  but 
made  gains  in  1907  in  hides  and  skins,  paraffin  wax,  electrical  appa- 
ratus and  supplies,  cotton,  and  kerosene. 

The  leading  items  of  imports  from  and  exports  to  the  United  States 
in  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were  as  follows: 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


ig06. 


1906. 


1007. 


Belting,  leather 

Breadstuffs: 

Floor 

Wheat 

Can,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles  and  parts 

Cars,  electric 

Cars,  rail  way 

Cotton,  raw 

Electrical  apparatus  and  supplies. . 
Fish. 


180,322 

2,303,436 
566,627 

308,063 


Hides  and  skins 

Instruments,  sdentiflo 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bar  and  rod 

Engines 

Machinery— 

Paper>ma]dng. 

Pumping 

Sawing 

Turning-lathe 

Other 

Nails 

Plate  and  sheet,  and  roofing  material. 

Ralls 

Stoves 

Wire,  all  kinds,  etc 

Milk,  condensed. 

Oil,  kerosene. 


Paper,  printing 

Porcelain  and  earthenware. 

Sugar,  refined 

Watones  and  parts 

Wax,  paraffin 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


66,640 
4,380,887 
672,788 
181,782 
30,012 
35,606 

156,370 
233,066 

86,845 

56,842 

0,502 

155,301 

470,402 

271,807 

306,027 

114,001 

21,217 

21,318 

221,017 

1,342,101 

171,330 

1,367 

15,300 

171,576 


10,661,666 


$128,763 

1,761,606 
207,773 

248,644 
111,786 
70,007 
1,714,382 
245,303 
174,812 
00,346 
34,664 

10.816 
81,706 

88,062 

66,684 

26,037 

06,143 

486,418 

316,570 

180,520 

264,386 

22,507 

51,834 

160,513 

1,138,520 

310,610 

6,010 

22,430 

306,817 

2,133 

6,168,447 


22,070,242 


18,687,160 


102,748 

1,248,002 
288;80B 

U8,440 

76,701 

84,158 

8,080,668 

467,131 
20,980 

270,008 

300,619 

40,865 
206,671 

814,828 

108,688 

34,374 

66,151 

066,080 

238,151 

230,788 

801,648 

27,607 

156,008 

215,223 

1,306,066 

181,838 

51,870 

26,013 

126,466 

118,108 

6,878,088 


16,808,714 
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EXP0BT8. 


Artidet. 


AnUmaar,  mami&fdlurBs  of . 

Bamboo  MSketB,  etc 

Bolb^Uly 

Chip  braid 

Cloth,  Unan 

Clothing,  etc 

Copper,  pig  and  ingot 

Cotun  goods 

Ptoa..: 

Leather 

Ofl.lteh 

Paper 

Feanots 

Porcelain 

Rloe 

811k,  and  mannftMstores  ofV 
Baw 


HabatflB. 

Kalkl 

Waete. 

Other 

sa 

Tea , 

Toys 

Wood.  TnanaftictnreB  of.. 
AU  other  artidea 


Total. 


1006. 


104,960 
31,764 
83,340 

167,0n 


00,670 

04.060 

00,806 

14,362 

1,067 

4,430 

80,380 

43,104 

160,248 

33,117 

27,660,048 

6,080,613 
44,106 
66,381 
76,262 
82,601 

2,080,127 
31,163 
87,488 

1,470,787 


98,461,«M 


1006. 


$100,100 
33.633 
116,404 
39,060 


142,061 

1,071.473 

40,106 

28.607 

24.664 

4,060 

136.406 
76,662 

116,404 
68,310 

30,106,042 

4,017,827 
144,286 
88,473 
65,661 
100,826 
2,400,760 
64,308 
76.666 
2,610,774 


61,671.710 


1007. 


160,380 

23,206 

140,226 

142,614 

1,128,620 

104,226 

1,007,873 

71,043 

30,108 

43,267 

48,733 

156,173 

133,627 

140,226 

67,778 

38,602,460 

8,040,204 

743,246 

1,284,667 

83,379 

106,717 

2,611,101 

68,074 

37,866 

1,064,834 


62,629,624 


TRADE  WITH  HAWAII  AND  PHILIPPINB  ISLANDS. 

The  imports  from  Hawaii  in  1907  were  valued  at  $5,336,  against 
$3,756  in  1906.  The  articles  in  1907  consisted  of  coffee,  worth 
$1,285;  machinery,  $3,073,  and  travelers'  effects,  $971.  The  imports 
from  tiie  Philippine  Islands  amounted  in  value  to  $501,943,  a  gain 
of  $61,253  over  1906.  The  principal  articles  in  1907  were:  Hemp, 
worth  $281,316;  cigars,  $47,585;  sugar  and  honey,  $167,675,  and 
copra,  $2,346. 

The  exports  to  Hawaii  in  1907  amounted  to  $452,702,  against 
$403,989  in  1906.  The  leading  items  in  1907  were:  Soy,  worth  $121,- 
970;  food  products,  in  tins,  $54,216;  beans,  pease,  and  pulse,  $15,030; 
cotton  tissues  and  materials.  $23,249 ;  tea,  $21,792 ;  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, $12^94;  vegetables,  $9,983;  bean  cake,  $9,990,  and  slippers, 
$10,126.  The  value  of  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  was  $215,836, 
an  increase  of  $79,810  over  1906.  The  principal  articles  were  as 
follows:  Cotton  crepe,  worth  $75,063;  potatoes,  $32,930;  silk  hand- 
kerchiefs, $8,685;  cotton  yam,  $5,074;  silk  shawls,  $5,166,  and  glass 
bottles,  $4,485. 

TRADE  OF  THE  HAKODATE  DISTRICT. 

The  total  f oreim  trade  of  the  Hakodate  district,  which  includes 
the  i>orts  of  Hakodate,  Aomori,  Muroran,  Otaru,  Kushiro,  and 
Shimidzu,  in  1907  was  valued  at  $7,311,171,  an  increase  of  $908,746 
over  1906.  Of  the  trade  in  1907,  the  iihports  were  worth  $655^975 
and  the  exports  $6,655,196.  The  principal  items  of  import  into  the 
several  ports  were  kerosene,  flour,  timber,  rice,  and  beans,  while  the 
exports  consisted  principally  of  tea,  lumber  and  railway  sleepers, 
apples,  rice,  onions,  fish,  seaweeds,  and  sulphur. 
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The  trade  of  the  ports  in  1906  and  1907  was  as  follows : 


Ports. 

Imiwrts. 

Exports. 

1006. 

1007. 

#1006. 

1007. 

$827,121 

152,822 

882 

134,503 

$325,455 

244,016 

686 

61,158 

23,283 

610,040 

1,045,832 

71,584 
828,874 

167,912 
968,406 

Aomorl 

lltiroran 

Otarn 

68,276 

Kushlro 

Bhimidsu 

206,060 

23,760 

1.886^067 

Total 

1,322,068 

655,075 

5,070,457 

6,655,196 

FOBMOSA. 

By  Consul  Julean  H.  Abitold,  Tamsui. 

The  total  trade  of  Formosa  with  Japan  and  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing 1907  amounted  to  $29,000,000,  an  increase  of  3.4  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year  and  an  increase  of  85  per  cent  over  the  returns  for  1897. 
While  the  trade  conditions  appear  to  have  suffered  but  little  from  the 

feneral  business  depression  prevalent  in  Japan  and  Oiina  during 
907,  yet  the  scarcitv  of  money  in  the  mother  country  had  a  retarding 
influence  in  the  island's  industrial  development.  The  most  note- 
worthy feature  in  Formosa's  trade  developments  during  the  twelve 
years  of  Japanese  administration  has  been  the  CTadual  severance  of 
commercial  ties  binding  it  to  China.  The  island's  trade  with  China 
has  fallen  off  enormously  during  this  period,  while  that  with  Japan 
has  increased  from  $2,900,000  in  1897  to  $18,600,000  in  1907.  This  is 
especially  remarkable  when  it  is  considered  that  more  than  95  per 
cent  of  the  island's  population  is  Chinese  and  that  the  island^  is  seven 
times  as  far  from  Japan  as  from  China.  The  factors  which  have 
contributed  to  Japan's  commercial  conquest  of  its  island  colony  were 
(1)  the  abolition  of  all  customs  duties  between  Japan  and  Formosa 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  special  import  schedule  on  goods  such  as 
are  imported  from  China,  (2)  the  institution  of  a  system  of  currency 
similar  to  that  of  Japan,  (3)  the  granting  of  substantial  subsidies  to 
Japanese  lines  plying  between  Japan  and  Formosa.  (4)  the  improve- 
ment of  Kelung  harbor  in  the  northern  part  of  tne  island,  (5)  the 
monopolizing  by  the  Government  of  the  camphor,  opiiun,  tobacco,  and 
salt  industries  and  the  government  ownership  and  operation  of  rail- 
ways, telegraphs,  telephones,  waterworks,  electric-power  plants,  and 
irrigation  works,  and  (6)  the  investment  of  considerable  Japanese 
capital  in  the  island.  These  factors  were  not  only  instrumental  in 
transferring  the  bulk  of  the  island's  trade  with  China  to  Japan,  but 
much  of  its  trade  with  other  foreign  countries  which  originally  was 
via  China,  and,  on  that  account  accredited  in  the  customs  returns  to 
China,  is  now  via  Japan  and  appears  accredited  to  Japan. 

DECREASE  IN  TRADE  WITH  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

According,  to  the  customs  returns,  Formosa's  trade  with  foreign 
countries  decreased  from  $12,658,450  in  1897  to  $10,459,329  in  1907. 
These  figures  are  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  considerable  of 
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the  island's  foreign  trade  now  passes  through  Japan,  whereas  a  few 
years  ago  it  passed  through  Amoy  and  Hongkong.  The  customs 
officials  state  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  correctly  the  percentage 
of  Formosa's  trade  with  Japan,  which  is  in  reality  with  forei^ 
countries.  It  is  true  that  a  larger  percentage  of  American  trade  is 
included  in  ^^ trade  with  Japan"  man  that  of  any  other  foreijgn 
country.  For  instance,  in  the  list  of  exports,  Japan  is  accredited  with 
the  items  camphor,  $472^57,  and  Oolong  tea,  $94,176,  both  of  whidi 
represent  shipments  to  America  via  Japan.  Likewise  in  the  list  of 
imports,  90  per  cent  of  the  flour  accredited  to  Japan  was  in  reality 
American,  and  much  of  the  tinned  provisions,  condensed  milk,  ma- 
chinery, railway  supplies,  bicycles,  watches,  clocks,  etc^  appearing  in 
the  customs  returns  as  imported  rrom  Japan  is  American  goods.  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  conservative  estimate  to  consider  that  20  per 
cent  of  the  imports  accredited  to  Japan  is  foreim  goods. 

According  to  the  customs  returns  for  1907  tne  exports  to  foreim 
countries  amounted  in  value  to  $4,851,231  and  to  Japan  $8,782,0Wr, 
while  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  were  valued  at  $5,608,098 
and  from  Japan  $9,835,717. 

The  total  exports  for  1907  were  less  in  value  by  $200,000  as  com- 
pared with  those  for  the  year  1906.  Owing  to  a  shortage  in  the  rice 
crop  and  excessive  exportations  of  this  article  during  1906^  the  ex- 
ports for  1907  fell  short  bv  about  $500,000  as  compared  with  those 
for  1906.  There  was  also  about  $600,000  worth  less  of  sugar  exported 
in  1907  than  in  1906.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  of  cami)hor 
and  camphor  oil  increased  by  $700,000  over  those  of  the  previous 
year,  whfle  the  exports  of  tea  exceeded  by  $100,000  those  of  1906. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  exports  were  distributed  among  the  following  countries: 


Coantries. 


1906. 


United  States 11,283,048 

GhiOA 2,464,066 

Hongkong 881,067 

Japan l    8,972,684 


1907. 


12,036,881 
1,484,943 
1,086,764 
8,782,067 


Coontrlea. 


United  Kingdom 
Other  countries.. 

Total 


1906. 


1200,840 
40,974 


13,842,668 


1907. 


41,787 


13,633,208 


In  the  column  for  1907,  $566,435  may  be  deducted  from  the  export^ 
to  Japan  and  added  to  those  to  the  United  States,  this  sum  represent- 
ing camphor  and  tea  shipped  to  America  via  Japan  and  accredited 
to  the  latter  countrv.  About  $110,000  nwr  be  deducted  from  the 
exports  to  China  and  added  to  those  to  the  XJiiited  States,  this  amount 
representing  ^pments  of  Oolong  tea  to  America  via  Ajuot  and 
accredited  to  C^ma.  Thus  the  exports  from  Formosa  to  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1907  were  about  $2,700,000,  an  amount  equivalent 
to  about  50  per  cent  of  the  island's  total  exports  to  f oreim  countries. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  and  the  Philip- 
pine  Islands  in  1905, 1906,  and  1907  follows. 
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Articles. 

1905. 

1006. 

1007. 

Camphor 

XJKITID  STATES. 

$580,622 

1,253,667 

1?193 

1800,012 
1,460»606 

n-si^ 

Tea 

Other  articles 

Total 

1,848,282 

2,266,617 

3,646^301 

Cabbages 

1,248 

7,680 

Tea 

4,646 

7,2tl 

Other  articles 

Total 

4,646 

8,668 

14,700 

Grand  total... 

1,882,828 

2,266,286 

8,061,181 

The  principal  exports  for  1907,  in  order  of  their  declared  valua- 
tions, were  as  follows:  Sugar,  rice,  tea,  camphor,  and  China  grasa^ 
Practically  all  of  the  sugar  was  taken  by  Japan  lor  home  consump- 
tion. Of  the  rice,  Japan  took  97  per  cent  and  China  the  remainder. 
Of  the  Oolong  tea,  97  per  cent  was  taken  by  the  United  States  and 
3  per  cent  by  Great  Britain.  Java,  Singapore,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, and  the  Philippine  Islands  took  the  Fouchong  tea  and  Japan 
took  Uie  tea  dust  for  manufacture  into  tea  bricks  for  the  Russian 
trade.  The  United  States  took  39  per  cent  of  the  camphor,  France 
25  per  cent,  Germany  22  per  cent,  and  Great  Britain  14  per  cent 
The  camphor  oil  all  went  to  Japan  for  manufacture  into  camphor. 
China  took  the  China  grass  for  ihanuf acture  into  tissues. 

JAPAN  BEST  CUSTOMER. 

The  value  of  the  leading  articles  of  export  in  1907  to  all  foreign 
countries  and  also  to  Japan  is  shown  in  the  following  statem^it : 


Articles. 

Total. 

To  Japan. 

Articles. 

Total. 

To  Japan. 

Bamboo  SDTOuts 

$23,630 

21,467 

1,776,670 

282  030 
66,464 
86,666 
30,646 

926,223 

Rice 

t8,048,849 

00,400 

49,730 

3,719,896 

2,688,021 

823,829 

32,000 

Bananas , 

121,457 

472,267 

1,970 

Salt 

Camphor    

fl*^,  nemme 

China  fiTAffS 

Sugar 

8,718,048 
106,067 

Coal       

Tea  and  tEA  dust 

Conner  ore                 .  .... 

86,336 

All  other  articles 

868,058 

Total 

Oil:  OaniDhor  rr.. -- 

926,223 

13,633:298 

8,782,067 

THE  CAMPHOR  INDUSTRY. 

The  fact  that  there  was  an  excess  of  392,075  pounds  of  camphor  and 
2,017,865  pounds  of  campfior  oil  exported  in  1907,  as  compared  with 
the  amounts  for  1906,  may  be  attributed  to  lower  prices  abroad  mak- 
ing an  increased  demand  and  a  consequent  greater  production  in 
Formosa.  The  camphor  bureau  in  Formosa,  feeling  that  it,  together 
with  Japan,  held  a  monopoly  of  the  world's  production,  restricted  the 
amount  of  its  products  and  gradually  raised  prices  from  $37.40  (cost, 
insurance,  ana  freight).  New  York  and  London,  in  October,  1905,  to 
$58.25  per  hundredweight  in  July,  1907,  an  increase  of  about  65  per 
cent.  The  China  camphor  industry,  which  had  some  years  before 
become  inactive  owing  to  low  prices,  revived  with  the  high  prices 
called  for  by  the  camphor  bureau,  and  threw  onto  the  foreign  markets 
large  quantities  of  its  products,  forcing  the  price  of  the  Formosa 
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camphor  down  from  $58.25  to  $42  per  hundredweight,  where  it  has. 
since  October,  1907,  remained.  Indications  point  to  a  continuance  of 
low  prices.    During  the  past  three  years  the  Formosa  exports  of  cam- 

f)hor  were  distributed  to  the  camphor-consuming  countries  in  the  fol- 
owing  ratios :  United  States,  1905, 32  per  cent;  1906,  33  per  cent;  and 
1907,  39  per  cent.  Germany,  1905,  32  per  cent;  1906,  30  per  cent;  and 
1907,  22  per  cent.  France,  1905,  22  per  cent;  1906,  22  per  cent;  and 
1907,  25  per  cent.  United  Kingdom,  1905,  14  per  cent;  1906,  15  per 
cent;  and  1907, 14  per  cent. 

With  the  end  of  the  1907  fiscal  year,  the  system  of  selling  the  cam- 
phor bureau  products  abroad  was  changed,  and  in  place  of  being  done 
through  a  British  firm  established  in  Japan,  as  was  the  custom  for 
some  years,  officials  are  dispatched  by  the  Formosan  government  to 
go  abroad  and  negotiate  with  buyers.  The  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha 
were  appjointed  the  business  agents  for  the  bureau.  This  firm  attends 
to  the  shipping,  warehousing,  and  financing  of  the  sales. 

The  total  exports  of  Formosan  and  Japanese  camphor  for  the  past 
three  years  were  as  follows:  1905,  6,000,000  pounds;  1906,  6,400,000 
pounds;  and  1907,  7,465,000  pounds.  Of  these  amounts,  about  15  per 
cent  was  produced  in  Japan,  the  remainder  being  Formosan  produc- 
tion. The  camphor  oil  which  appears  as  exports  to  Japan  is  refined 
in  Japan,  making  49  per  cent  of  its  weight  into  camphor. 

CHINA  GRASS,  RICE,  AND  SUGAR. 

The  island's  product,  china  grass  (white  ramie),  is  sold  almost 
exclusively  in  the  China  market.  It  is  there  woven  into  tissues, 
mostly  of  the  coarser  sort,  and  used  for  clothing.  Much  of  it  comes 
back  to  Formosa  in  the  shape  of  manufactured  products.  Prices 
during  1907  ruled  much  lower  than  in  the  preceding  year  owing  to 
h^avy  production  of  the  raw  article.  On  the  other  hand,  the  amount 
of  the  exports  was  much  greater  than  during  1906. 

The  exports  of  rice  for  1907  were  not  only  far  below  those  for  1906, 
the  banner  year  in  rice  production  in  Formosa,  but  they  were  about 
20,000,000  pounds  less  than  for  1905.  This  decrease  is  due  in  part 
to  a  shortage  in  the  crop,  owin^  to  lack  of  sufficient  rain  in  certain 
sections  of  the  island,  and  to  the  fact  that  supplies  carried  over  at 
the  end  of  1907  were  much  greater  than  at  the  end  of  1906. 

The  sugar  industry  in  Formosa  is  in  a  transitory  stage.  The  new 
modem  mills,  several  of  which  are  now  operatmg,  while  a  still 
larger  number  are  in  course  of  erection,  have  not  as  yet  become  suffi- 
ciently conversant  with  conditions  in  south  Formosa  to  be  able  to 
regulate  the  supplies  of  cane  upon  which  they  must  depend.  The 
system  of  designating  certain  territory  from  which  each  mill  may 
purchase  the  cane,  and  requiring  the  growers  to  sell  their  product 
to  the  mills  in  their  districts  at  prices  fixed  by  the  mills,  is  similar 
to  the  one  in  vogue  in  Java.    But  the  Formosan  mills  have  put 

S rices  of  cane  down  to  a  very  low  standard,  which  has  tended  to 
iscourage  growers.  The  mills  can  afford  to  raise  the  prices,  and 
will  undoubtedly  do  so  when  they  need  the  cane.  It  is  also  said  that 
dry  weather  at  the  time  of  planting  the  new  shoots  had  much  to  do 
with  lessening  the  total  production.  Hawaiian  shoots  (rose  bamboo) 
are  rapidly  msplacing  tne  native  cane,  and  they  require  more  mois- 
ture than  do  the  latter. 
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INCBEASED  SALES  OF  TEA. 


In  both  amount  and  value  the  exports  of  tea  for  1907  were  in 
excess  of  those  for  1906,  due  to  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  Pou- 
chong  shipped  during  the  1907  season.  Neariy  80  per  cent  of  the 
island's  tea  exports  is  Oblong,  of  which  97  per  cent  goes  to  the  United 
States,  the  remainder  being  consumed  in  the  British  market  The 
market  for  Oolong  teas  opened  early  in  May  at  reasonable  prices, 
from  the  exporters'  point  of  view,  and  the  quality  of  the  first  crop 
being  attractive,  buying  became  general  and  a  large  business  was 
done  during  the  first  months  of  the  season  at  steady  prices.  The 
first  arrivaE  of  the  summer-crop  picking  were  of  splendid  quality, 
but  prices  were  held  on  such  a  high  basis  that  the  majority  of  the 
foreign  buyers  appeared  to  have  considered  them  too  high ;  but  busi- 
ness on  the  part  of  one  or  two  buyers  was  of  sufficient  volume  to 
establish  a  market  and  buying  soon  became  general.  During  the 
middle  of  the  season  supplies  of  lower  and  medium  grades  were  un- 
usually scarce,  although  higher  grades  continued  to  come  in  in  large 
quantities,  resulting  in  advances  in  low-grade  teas  and  declines  m 
tne  higher  grades.  The  arrival  of  the  autumn  crop  teas  in  Septem- 
ber and  October  furnished  good  supplies  of  cheaper  and  medium 
frades  and  at  lower  prices  for  these  grades  than  those  prevailing 
uring  the  summer;  buying  continued  until  the  close  of  the  season 
in  November.  The  crop  as  a  whole  was  considered  a  good  one,  and 
the  season  was  marked  oy  a  steady  demand,  preventing  any  consid- 
erable accumulation  of  stocks  at  any  one  time. 

Eight  years  ago  practically  all  of  the  tea  shipped  from  Formosa 
to  the  United  States  went  via  Amoy,  China.  During  1906,  56  per 
cent  of  the  shipments  were  from  Formosa  direct  to  the  United  States, 
and  during  1907  they  rose  to  85  per  cent.  During  1908  in  all  proba- 
bili^  about  95  per  cent  will  be  direct  shipments.  The  total  shipment 
of  Oolong  tea  from  Formosa  to  the  united  States  for  1907  was 
16,550,257  pounds,  of  which  315,293  went  via  Japan,  2,703,614  via 
Amoy,  and  the  remainder,  13,846,743,  more  direct 

Pouchong  teas  are  made  of  the  inferior  leaves  and  are  scented  with 
the  blossoms  of  the  gardenia  and  jasmine.  They  command  a  much 
lower  price  than  the  regular  Oolong  teas  and  find  a  ready  sale  among 
the  Chinese  in  Java,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  the  Philippine 
Islands.  The  exports  of  Pouchong  were  between  500,000  and  600,000 
pounds  greater  during  1907  than  fer  1906.  Japan  finds  the  Formosa 
tea  dust  useful  for  manufacture  into  brick  tea  for  exportation  to 
Russia,  where  it  enters  into  competition  with  China  brick  tea. 

INCREASED  IMPORTS — COUNTRIES  OF  ORIGIN. 

The  total  value  of  all  imports  for  the  year  1907  exceeded  those  for 
the  previous  year  by  $1,300,000.  While  the  imports  of  opium  fell  off 
$550,()00,  due  to  large  stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  unports  of  rice  increased  $360,000;  rails  and  fitting,  $290,000; 
sugar  machinery,  $260,000 ;  other  machinery,  $200,000 ;  fish  and  ma- 
rine products,  $200,000;  boards  and  timbers,  $185^000;  cement, 
$170,000;  flour,  $100,000,  and  bridge  building  materials,  $100,000. 
The  heavy  imports  of  rice  during  the  year  were  due  to  excessive  ex- 
portations  during  1906,  leaving  no  stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
1907.    The  extension  of  the  railways,  the  erection  of  sugar  mills  and 
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installation  of  cane  trams,  the  construction  of  public  works  and  un- 
usual activity  in  building  are  responsible  for  the  increased  imports 
of  railway  machinery  and  building  materials. 

The  customs  returns  of  trade  for  1907  show  the  imports  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  countries  as  follows : 


Countries. 


United  States  and  Ha- 

waU 

Britlah  India 

China 

French  Indo-Chlna 

Qermany 


1906. 


<467,680 

1,031,239 

2,968,584 

84,377 

94,667 


1907 


1770,706 

827,943 

2,158,235 

107,489 

140,546 


Countries. 


Japan 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries 

Total 


1906. 


$7,785,900 
791,222 
956,102 


14,119,771 


1907. 


10,835,717 
874,966 
728,218 


15,443,815 


The  decrease  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  imports  from  foreign 
countries  is  due  to  the  falling  off  of  the  island's  trade  with  China. 
For  instance,  several  years  ago  China  supplied  Formosa  with  nearly 
$1,000,000  worth  of  cheap  cotton  tissues.    The  imposition  of  an  im- 

Jort  duty  on  these  goods  nas  resulted  in  throwing  this  entire  trade  to 
apan.  For  a  similar  reason  Japan  now  supplies  Formosa  with  large 
amounts  of  Chinese  papers,  timber,  provisions,  and  marine  products, 
the  bulk  of  which  a  few  years  ago  came  from  China.  Up  to  two 
years  ago  China  shipped  annuallj^  to  Formosa  about  20,000  nye  hogs. 
An  import  duty  of  recent  imposition  has  nearly  stopped  this  trade 
and  gradually  it  is  being  taken  up  by  Japan.  About  20  per  cent  of 
China's  exports  to  Formosa  during  1907  was  leaf  tobacco.  Among 
the  other  articles  were  Foochow  poles,  China  grass  tissues,  paper  and 

{)aper  foils,  drugs  and  chemicals,  food  products,  packing  mats,  porce- 
ains  and  earthenwares,  bean  curd,  iron  pans  for  firing  tea,  and  tea- 
box  boards. 

IMPOKTS  FROM  THE   UNriED  STATES. 

The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1907  were 
flour,  worth  $332,000;  kerosene,  $223,763;  rails,  $114,436;  sugar  ma- 
chinery, $138,540;  bridge-building  materials,  $104,988;  ginseng, 
$39,059;  condensed  milk,  $39,000;  tinned  provisions  (estimated), 
$20,000;  and  bicycles,  $14,000.  In  the  above  amounts  are  included 
imports  via  Japan,  so  far  as  these  amounts  can  be  estimated.  It  is  a 
conservative  estimate  to  place  the  total  imports  from  the  United 
States  at  $1,300,000. 

The  direct  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Brldse  bnildlnff  material 

1104,988 
72,152 
39,060 

5,261 
161,891 

5,523 
114,847 

Lead,  slab  and  ingot 

$4,410 

Floor                              .         

Oil,  kerosene 

223,768 

Ginseng 

All  other  articles 

35,128 

Iron  and  steel.  manntBCtures  of: 
F^nfrin'w  find  parts 

Total 

767,013 

Mn<^iTM^.  «t« ,                    

1 

R^rils  and  ^AOMiiQiiAs 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  made  up  of  cotton 
piece  gooas  and  building  materials.  Those  from  British  India  con- 
sisted entirely  of  opium.  From  Germany  were  imported  piece  goods 
and  machinery.  French  Indo-China  supplied  considerable  rice. 
Hongkong  sent  to  the  island  $104,000  worth  of  its  cement 
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IMPORTS  FROM  ALL  COUKTRIES  AND  THE  SHARE  OF  JAPAN. 

The  principal  items  of  import  from  Japan  were  cotton  tissues, 
valued  at  $988,982;  boards  and  timbers,  $744,848;  marine  products, 
$699,554 ;  rice,  $438,614 ;  saki,  $340,146 ;  iron  and  iron  manufactures, 
$337,319;  cement,  $238,146;  sleepers,  $214,215;  cigarettes,  $199,244; 
paper,  $191,203;  refined  sugar,  $186,351;  rails,  $183,079;  matches, 
$182,385;  drugs  and  chemicals,  $180,227;  clothing,  $168,063;  beer, 
$128,181,  and  soy  $109,130. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Formosa  from  all  countries, 
together  with  the  share  thereof  from  Japan  for  1907,  is  given  in 
detail  in  the  following  table: 


Arttdes. 


Cement 

cigarettes , 

aothlng.etc. 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
oT: 

Raw 

Sateens 

Shirtings 

Tissues 

Drags,  chemicals,  etc 

Pish  and  fish  products 

Flour 

Qinseng 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bar  and  rod 

Engines,  rails,  etc 

Machinery 

other  manufactures. . . 


Total. 

From      ' 
Japan. 

1278,356 
200,7fi9 
190,363 

54,321 
131,519 
284,813 
1,059,408 
349,429 
738,001 
368,404 

61,255 

75,101 
558,291 
524,318 
385,202 

$238,136 
199,244 
168,063 

22,721 

988,982 
180,227 
699,544 
275,517 

63,849 
329,313 
174,787 
337,319 

Articles. 


Matches 

Milk,  condensed. . 

OU,  kerosene 

Opium 

Paper 

Rice 

Sleepers,  etc 

Sugar 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Wines  and  liquors 
Woolen  tissues.... 
AU  other  articles.. 

Total 


Total. 


$182,385 

46,042 

367,405 

1,133,431 

378,443 

534,249 

214,215 

191,382 

791,907 

474,636 

344,780 

67,037 

5,458,273 


15,443,815 


From 
Japan. 


$182,385 
27,252 
94,038 


191,203 
436,614 
214,215 
186,351 
636,605 

26,213 
810,146 

64,158 
3,788,760 


9,836,717 


Over  95  per  cent  of  the  civilized  population  in  Formosa  is  Chinese,, 
hence  the  bulk  of  the  imports  of  food  products  are  those  suited  to 
Chinese  tastes.  The  largest  item  is  fish  and  marine  products.  Dur- 
ing 1907,  $738,000  worth  of  these  products  were  imported.  Of  the 
entire  amount,  Japan  supplied  about  94  per  cent,  whereas  a  few 
years  ^o  this  trade  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  China.  The  only 
item  ofmarine  products  supplied  by  the  United  States  was  about  25 
per  cent  of  the  dried  shrimps.  Although  Japan  is  accredited  with 
supplying  tinned  provisions  to  the  extent  of  $74,803  worth  during 
1907j  yet  a  visit  to  the  provision  dealers'  shops  in  the  capital  city  wiU 
readily  convince  one  that  a  good  proportion  of  this  trade  is  American. 
American  tinned  meats,  tinned  vegetables,  and  fruits  are  much  in 
evidence  in  the  shops  of  Formosa.  Practically  all  of  the  5,000  cases 
of  condensed  milk  which  the  customs  returns  accredit  to  Japan  was 
shii)ped  from  the  United  States  via  Japan.  Formosa  imported 
during  the  year  about  8,000  cases  of  American  condensed  milk. 

COTTON  PIECE  GOODS,  FLOUK,  KEROSENE,  AND  OPIUM. 

The  cotton  piece-goods  market  in  south  Formosa  was  very  dull 
during  the  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  sugar-cane  growers  did 
not  realize  so  good  returns  from  their  crops  as  during  flie  previous 
year.  Of  raw  cotton,  there  was  a  reduction  of  $16,860  m  the  imports 
from  China  and  an  increase  of  $15,721  in  those  from  Japan.  In 
piece  goods,  China  tissues  suffered  the  heaviest  dedine,  and  the  China 
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products  suffered  worse  than  the  Japan-manufactured  China  tissues. 
The  bulk  of  the  cotton  piece-goods  Dusiness  in  Formosa  consists  in 
China  tissues,  amounting  in  1907  to  $1,007,322,  or  about  70  per  cent 
of  the  whole  trade.  A  few  years  ago  China  had  the  bulk  of  this 
trade ;  this  year  it  supplied  but  $18,340  worth,  or  less  than  2  per  cent 
The  imports  of  sateens  and  shirtings  for  1907  were  somewhat  less 
than  for  the  previous  year. 

Despite  an  mcrease  of  50  cents  a  barrel  in  the  duty  on  foreign  flour, 
the  imports  for  1907  were  28  per  cent  greater  than  for  1906  and  68 
per  cent  greater  than  for  1905.  Naturally  it  would  appear  that  a 
auty  of  73  cents  per  133  pounds  on  foreign  flour  would  tend  to  in- 
crease the  importations  of  the  Japanese  manufactured  products,  but. 
I  am  informed  by  the  leading  importer  in  Formosa  that  at  least  90 
per  cent  of  the  imports  for  1907  was  American  manufacture.  To- 
ward the  end  of  the  year  considerable  American  flour  was  purchased 
;from  Hongkong,  owmff  to  favorable  exchange.  The  Chinese  trade 
wants  a  flour  rich  in  gluten,  and  the  second  and  third  grades  manu- 
factured by  the  mills  m  the  State  of  Washin^on  seem  to  meet  their 
demands  admirably  well.  The  only  complaint  in  connection  with 
American  flour  which  has  come  to  the  attention  of  this  office  was  one 
criticising  the  bags  in  which  some  of  the  flour  is  packed  and  shipped 
as  bein^  of  too  light  material  to  stand  the  handling  necessary  to  land 
it  in  this  market. 

DECBEASE  IN  KEROSENE  IMPOSTS. 

The  total  imports  of  kerosene  for  1907  showed  a  decrease  of  17  per 
cent  as  compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year.  This  decrease 
is  attributed  to  the  carrying  over  of  large  stocks  from  the  previous 
year,  as  well  as  to  the  more  general  use  of  electricity  in  Taihoku 
City.  The  imports  of  the  American  product  for  1907  were  1.961,080 
gallons,  a  decrease  of  6,500  gallons  from  1906.  During  1907  America 
supplied  61  per  cent,  the  Netherlands  21  per  cent,  and  Japan  18  per 
cent  of  the  imports  of  kerosene.  The  schedule  of  import  duties  was 
amended  so  as  to  increase  the  import  duty  on  kerosene  to  47.8  cents 
per  10  gallons.  On  May  13,  1908,  a  consumption  tax  of  49.8  cents 
per  koku  (39.67  gallons)  was  imposed.  The  consumption  tax  ap- 
plies to  kerosenes  made  in  Japan  and  Formosa,  as  well  as  the  foreign 
imported  article.  The  aggregate  tax  on  foreign  imported  kerosene 
thus  becomes  about  6  cents  a  gallon.  Several  Japanese  concerns  are 
making  an  effort  to  work  the  petroleum  wells  of  Formosa,  and  after 
four  years'  labor  they  have  a  production  of  between  1,200  and  2,000 
gallons  a  da  v. 

The  fact  that  there  were  imported  into  Formosa  during  1907  about 
200,000  pounds  less  of  opium  than  during  the  previous  year  is  attrib- 
uted to  large  stocks  held  over  from  1906  and  not  to  any  appreciable 
decrease  in  the  consumption  of  the  drug.  The  profits  from  the  opium 
monopoly  net  the  Government  about  $800,000  annually.  The  chief 
of  the  sanitary  bureau  of  the  Formosan  government  informs  me  that 
a  Chinese  student  in  the  Government  Medical  College  in  Taihoku 
City  has  discovered  a  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the  opium  habit.  He 
contends  that  this  remedy  will  cure  the  habit  after  ten  days^  treat- 
ment and  that  there  are  none  of  the  excruciating  pains  attendant 
upon  its  use  as  is  said  to  be  the  case  with  aU  other  so-called  remedies. 
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FUBCHASES  OF  IBON   AND  STEEL  PBODUGTB. 

Railways  in  Formosa  are  undergovemment  ownership  and  opera- 
tion. The  trunk  line  connecting  ESlun^  in  the  north  with  Takao  in 
the  south  is  open  to  through  traffic.  This  line  is  247  miles  in  length. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  rails  used  in  its  construction  were  pur- 
chased from  America.  However,  during  1907  the  bulk  of  the  rails 
imported,  amounting  to  7,177,160  pounds,  valued  at  $114,847,  came 
from  the  United  States,  and  were  for  cane  trams  for  use  on  the  sugar 
plantations  in  south  Formosa.  In  addition  to  the  rails  the  United 
States  shipped  to  Formosa  during  the  year  $10,316  of  rail  accessories. 
Thus  of  rails  and  accessories  the  United  States  supplied  31  per  cent 
of  the  total  imports  during  the  year. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  mention  the  item  of  bridge- 
building  materials,  the  imports  of  which  for  1907  were  valued  at 
$118,533.    Of  this  amount  the  United  States  is  accredited  with  sup- 
plying a  quantity  valued  at  $104,988,  or  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total* 
imports.    These  materials  were  used  in  the  completion  of  Uie  railway. 

Of  the  imports  of  $277,081  worth  of  sugar  machinery  during  1907 
the  United  States  supplied  50  per  cent,  Germany  22  per  cent,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  28  per  cent.  The  imports  represent  the  initial  ship- 
ments for  the  equipment  of  a  number  of  large  sugar  mills  now  m 
course  of  erection  m  south  Formosa.  The  Honolulu  Iron  Works 
secured  contracts  for^the  erection  of  three  of  these  mills. 

The  imports  of  machinery  other  than  sugar  machinery  consisted  of 
steam  plows,  cane  tram  locomotives,  kerosene  engines,  agricultural 
implements,  etc.,  nearly  all  of  which  has  to  do  with  developments  in 
the  sugar  industry. 

INCBEASED  IMPORTS  OF  LUMBER — TOBACCO  INDUSTRY. 

The  imposition  of  a  duty  on  foreign  imported  timber  and  boards 
accounts  lor  the  increase  in  imports  from  Japan  and  the  correspond- 
ing decrease  in  those  from  foreign  countries.  The  foreign  importa- 
tions during  1907  consisted  of  tea -box  boards,  $33,912,  and  cedar  tim- 
ber, $154,212,  all  of  which  came  from  China.  The  Japanese  importa- 
tions consisted  of  cedar  boards,  $198,953:  cedar  timber,  $413,250; 
pine  timber,  $112,430,  and  all  other  timber,  $111,015.  A  certain 
quantity  of  the  pine  timber  was  indirect  imports  from  the  United 
States.  The  increased  imports  of  lumber  for  the  year  1907  were 
due  to  increased  activity  in  Duilding  and  public  works. 

As  in  Japan  so  in  Formosa,  the  tobacco  industry  is  a  government 
monopoly.  During  1907  cigarettes  to  the  value  of  $199,^  and  cut 
tobacco  valued  at  $26,213  were  imported  from  Japan,  as  compared 
with  cigarettes  $316,515  and  cut  tobacco  $67,155  for  the  previous 
year.  The  decrease  is  attributed  to  the  carrying  over  of  large  stocks 
from  1906  and  a  shortage  of  stocks  in  Japan  owmg  to  heavy  exporta- 
tions  to  Korea.  The  leaf  tobacco,  which  was  all  imported  from 
China,  amounted  to  $69,057  less  for  the  year  1907  than  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  leaf  tobacco  is  purchased  by  the  Government  for 
manuracture  into  cut  tobacco  for  native  consumption. 

OPPORTUNITIES   FOR  THE  AMERICAN    EXPORTER. 

C!omestibles,  American  flour,  condensed  milk,  and  tinned  provi- 
sions find  a  ready  market  in  Formosa.    While  the  consumption  of 
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ffiiiseng  dnring  1907  was  less  Uian  during  the  previous  year,  yet  of 
me  $61,255  worth  of  this  root  imported  during  the  year  62  per  cent 
was  supplied  by  the  United  States.  A  visit  to  the  shops  of  the  capital 
dty  will  show  a  liberal  display  of  American  bicycles,  watches,  and 
clocks.  The  island  imported  during  the  year  pig  lead  worth  $43,642 
and  tea  lead  worth  $67,278,  a  small  portion  or  which  was  American. 
These  items  are  not  large,  but  they  are  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
American  dealers  in  leads.  The  developments  in  the  sugar  industry 
in  south  Formosa  have  created  a  demand  for  cane-sugar  machinery, 
cane  trams,  boilers,  and  building  materials.  The  oriental  agricul- 
tural methods  in  use  in  the  sugar  plantations  of  Formosa  wul  cer- 
tainly give  way  to  modem  western  methods.  Already  steam  plows 
have  been  imported.  There  will  be  a  demand  for  modem  agricul- 
tural implements  on  these  plantations.  Irrij^tion  pumps  are  also 
being  used.  The  sugar  bureau  is  experimentmg  with  several  Amer- 
ican windmills  in  connection  with  irrigation  for  the  cane.  The  For- 
mosan  government  is  spending  about  $4,000,000  annually  on  public 
improvements.  These  mclude  harbor  works  at  Kelung  and  Takao, 
waterworks,  electric  generating  plants,  irrigation  works,  railway 
improvements  and  extensions,  Tiospitals,  school^,  laboratories,  and 
public  buildings.  Besides  public  improvements,  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  private  building  enterprise,  creating  a  demand  for  build- 
ing materials.  The  virgin  forests  or  Formosa  are  soon  to  be  ex- 
ploited, which  will  create  a  demand  for  logging  and  sawmill  ma- 
chinery. A  Japanese  company  has  been  organized  with  a  capital  of 
about  $500,000  for  making  paper  from  bamboo  pulp.  All  importa- 
tions for  materials  for  government  contracts  must  be  done  through 
houses  having  an  agency  or  office  in  Japan  or  Formosa  for  upward 
of  two  years. 

SHIPPIKG  AND  CAHRTING  TRADE. 

Of  the  four  principal  ports  in  the  island,  the  export  trade  in- 
creased at  Kelung  and  TaKao  and  decreased  at  Tamsui  and  Anping 
during  1907.  In  the  import  trade  the  returns  for  all  four  ports  show 
increases  as  compared. with  the  previous  year.  The  improvements 
being  made  in  the  ports  of  Kelung  and  Takao  will  result  in  divert- 
ing much  of  the  trade  from  Tamsui  to  Kelung  in  the  north  and  from 
Anping  to  Takao  in  the  south. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Anping  and  Takao  fell  from  $3,100,000 
in  1898  to  $1,800,000  in  1907,  while  the  total  of  the  Japanese  trade 
with  these  ports  rose  from  $600,000  in  1897  to  $8,800,000  in  1907.  In 
Anping  the  Japanese  trade  rose  from  $50,000  in  1897  to  $3,500,000 
in  1907,  whereas  in  Takao  it  rose  from  $400,000  in  1897  to  $5,250,000 
in  1907.  On  the  other  hand,  the  foreign  trade  in  Anping  dropped 
from  $2,200,000  in  1897  to  $1,200,000  in  1907  and  increased  in  Takao 
from  $200,000  in  1897  to  $550,000  in  1907.  So  soon  as  the  harbor 
improvements  in  Takao  are  completed,  the  whole  of  the  trade  of 
Anping  will  be  diverted  to  that  port,  for  the  reason  that  Anping  is 
no  more  than  an  open  roadstead  and  illv  adapted  to  shipping  pur- 
poses, whereas  Takao  has  an  inner  sheltered  harbor,  which,  when 
properly  improved,  will  afford  splendid  shipping  facilities.  The 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  Tatao  harbor  specify  five  years  for 
the  completion  or  the  work,  an  appropriation  for  which  has  already 
been  made. 
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SUBSIDIES  TO  JAPANESE  COASTTNO  VESSELS. 

The  annual  budget  of  the  Formosan  government  provides  for  an 
expenditure  of  about  $400,000  annually  as  subsidies  to  Japanese 
coasting  vessels  plying  between  Japan  and  Formosa,  along  the  For- 
mosa coast,  between  Formosa  and  China,  and  along  the  south  China 
coast.  Aside  from  the  question  of  preferential  tariffs,  there  is  prob- 
ably nothing  that  does  more  to  assist  the  Japanese  trade  interests  in 
Formosa  than  these  liberal  subsidies  to  the  Japanese  coasting  vessels. 
Although  by  virtue  of  a  declaration  of  the  Imperial  Government  for- 
eign  vessels  may  engage  in  Formosa  coasting  trade  and  in  trade  be- 
tween Formosa  and  Japan,  yet  these  subsidi^  have  not  only  been  tiie 
means  of  preventing  foreign  competition,  but  they  have  resulted  in 
supplanting  foreign  vessels  in  the  Formosa-China  coast  trade;  and 
still  more  remarkable,  they  are  now  cutting  in  heavily  upon  tJie  China 
junk  trade. 

The  entire  trade  of  Formosa  with  Japan  is  in  Japanese  bottoms. 
During  the  year  1907  there  was  a  total  clearance  of  682  vessels  and 
1,059,158  tons,  which  was  an  increase  of  127  vessels  and  225,775  tons 
over  the  previous  year.  In  the  foreign  trade  there  was  during  the 
year  a  total  clearance  of  1,231  vessels  and  409^451  tons,  of  which  170 
vessels  and  197,130  tons  were  Japanese.  This  shows  a  decrease  of 
249  vessels  and  an  increase  of  78,366  tons  in  the  total  foreign  trade. 
The  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  along  with  an  increase  in  the 
aggregate  tonnage  is  accounted  for  as  due  to  the  heavy  falling  off  in 
the  Chinese  junk  trade.  The  Japanese  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade 
increased  by  40  vessels 'and  84,245  tons,  while  the  foreign  vessels 
(junks  excluded)  decreased  by  17,  but  increased  in  tonnage  by  3,140 
tons. 

FINANCE  AND  BANKING  METHODS. 

The  exportation  and  importation  of  silver  coins  from  and  to  for- 
eign countries  has  to  do  entirely  with  China  and  Hongkong,  and  de- 
pends upon  the  disparity  in  exchange  between  those  places  and  For- 
mosa. The  exports  of  gold  to  Japan  are  all  in  the  nature  of  bullion, 
and  represent  the  output  of  the  gold  mines  of  Formosa.  The  imj>or- 
t»tion  of  gold  has  onfy  to  do  with  Japanese  gold  currency.  The  im- 
ports of  silver  from  Japan  represent  subsidiarv  coins  only,  while  ti^e 
exports  were  those  of  silver  yen  pieces.  Aside  from  the  subsidiary 
silver  coins- one  sees  little  else  than  Taiwan  bank  notes  in  circulation 
in  the  island.  However,  at  the  beginning  of  1908  large  quantities  of 
Hongkong  and  Amoy  silver  dollars  were  brought  in  by  Chinese 
owing  to  ttie  decline  in  the  prices  of  silver.  The  farmers,  and,  in  fact, 
the  natives  throughout  the  island,  up  to  within  a  few  years  ago,  con- 
sidered silver  the  only  medium  of  exchange  (excepting  copper),  and 
still  prefer  the  silver  dollars  to  the  paper  currency  now  in  circulation. 
Hence  Chinese  from  the  China  coast  and  Hongkong  have  found  For- 
mosa a  ready  market  for  silver  dollars,  where  they  find  they  can  dis- 
pose of  them  at  a  good  profit. 

The  aggregate  of  payments  made  by  all  of  the  banks  in  the  island 
during  1907  was  $519,313,130,  an  increase  of  $115,336,406  over  that 
of  the  previous  year.  The  Taiwan  Bank  (Bank  of  Formosa),  a 
quasi  governmental  institution  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,490,000, 
75  per  cent  of  which  is  paid  up,  issued  its  notes  during  the  year  to 
the  extent  of  $5,009,880,  of  which  it  had  in  circulation  $4,417,260. 
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The  amount  of  its  notes  not  covered  by  a  specie  reserve  is  limited  to 
$2,490,000.  The  various  oflSces  of  this  bank  throughout  the  island 
advanced  an  aggregate  sum  of  $16^085,400  a^inst  the  island's  prod- 
ucts during  the  year.  This  is  an  mcrease  of  nearly  $4,000,000  over 
the  amount  advanced  during  1906.  The  sugar  companies  in  south 
Formosa  will  have  spent  by  the  end  of  1908  nearly  $6,000,000  on 
the  erection  and  equipment  of  their  modem  sugar  mills.  The  bulk 
of  this  capital  was  subscribed  in  Japan.  These  companies  will  then 
be  ready  to  be^in  operations  and  will  be  demanding  no  small  amount 
of  monejr  with  which  to  carry  on  their  work.  Evidently  with  the 
idea  in  view  of  being  in  a  position  to  supply  this  demand,  the  Bank 
of  Taiwan  has  issued  a  call  for  the  payment  of  the  25  per  cent  of 
its  unpaid  stock.  During  the  past  year  this  institution  made  a 
number  of  temporary  loans  to  the  Formosan  government  for  the 
purpose  of  harbor,  irrigation,  and  railway  works. 

CHINESE  CBEOrr  GOOD. 

In  Formosa  the  majority  of  Japanese  merchants  make  their  pur- 
chases in  Japan  by  draft  a^inst  shipping  documents  payable  at 
sight.  To  the  Chinese  merchants  creait  notes  are  allowed  by  the 
Bank  of  Taiwan  usually  for  two  months,  the  Chinese  merchants 
giving  their  promissory  notes.  The  bank  states  that  the  Chinese 
merchants  never  dishonor  their  notes.  Therefore  they  are  often 
granted  credits  denied  to  others.  If  these  credit  notes  are  not  paid 
at  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days,  interest  is  charged  at  the  rate 
1  per  cent  per  month.  As  there  are  ffo-downs  in  Taiwan  and  Kelung 
the  bank  can  advance  loans  on  stocKs  in  them.  In  south  Formosa 
the  banks  expected  several  failures  among  Chinese  merchants  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  piece-goods  market  was  extremely  dull  because 
the  sugar  growers  were  not  able  to  realize  sufficiently  well  on  their 
crops  to  meet  their  obligations.  But  the  year  passed  without  any 
failures  from  that  source.  In  exporting  sugar  and  rice  to  Japan 
the  Chinese  merchant  draws  through  the  bank,  and  by  surrenaer- 
ing  his  bill  of  lading  to  the  bank  is  able  to  get  an  equivalent  to  80 
per  cent  of  his  invoice.  For  this  transaction  the  bank  diarges 
interest  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent  per  month. 


BEVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  KOBEA. 

By   Ck)NST7L-GEN£BAL  THOMAS   SaMMONS,    SeOUL. 

Korea's  commerce  is  increasing  very  rapidly,  and  opportunities  for 
American  trade  in  the  Empire  are  inviting  to  a  degree  consistent 
with  the  total  volume  of  business  transacted. 

Next  to  Japan,  the  United  States  has  the  largest  established  com- 
mercial interests  in  Korea.  In  mining,  which  is  the  chief  industry 
aside  from  farming,  American  interests  are  ^eater  than  all  other 
nations  combined.  This  is  also  true  of  American  missionary  activ- 
ity, the  American  missionary  population  of  Korea,  including  diil- 
dren,  being  about  250.  The  most  important  gold  mine  of  the  Far 
East  is  an  American  property  located  m  northern  Korea,  from  which 
approximately  $11,000,000  have  already  been  taken  and  on  which 
upward  of  $1,000,000  have  been  expended  in  equipment.    About 
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100  Americans  hold  responsible  positions,  mostly  as  managers^  supeor- 
intendents,  foremen,  metallurgists,  etc.,  with  American  mmes  in 
Korea,  and  they  have  under  tneir  supervision  in  the  neighborhood 
of  6,000  native  workmen  in  addition  to  many  Japanese  and  Chinese. 

Aside  from  farming  and  mining  Korea  has  practically  no  repre- 
sentative aids  to  commerce. 

In  1907  the  imports  were  fourfold  greater  than  in  1897.  In  1903, 
in  view  of  possible  eventualities  in  Korea  and  Manchuria^  imports 
advanced  to  nearly  double  the  average  recorded  in  previous  years, 
and  since  1903  the  commerce  of  the  country  has  continued  to  in- 
crease steadily  with  every  prospect  of  still  greater  strides  in  the 
future. 

Of  the  imports  Japan  has  for  years  contributed  from  65  to  80  pOT 
cent  Japan  likewise  receives  upward^  of  75  per  cent  of  the  eicports. 
The  balance  of  the  country's  trade  is  with  China,  England,  and 
America,  in  the  order  named.  However,  the  Korean  customs  returns 
have  not  heretofore  designated  the  origin  of  imports  with  accuracy. 
Not  until  1903  does  either  the  United  States  or  flie  United  Eongdom 
appear  in  the  government  customs  summary  of  foreign  trade.  The 
former  is  credited  in  that  year  with  imports  amounting  to  $199,188 
and  the  latter  with  goods  received  of  an  aggregate  value  of  $390,232. 

America's  share  in  the  trade. 

Of  KoreaVexports  of  gold,  averaging  $2,500,000  annually  in  recent 
years,  a  single  American-managed  mine  has  contributed  abiout  50  per 
cent.  As  several  new  mining  concessions  were  granted  to  Americans 
during  the  early  part  of  1908,  they  will  probably  continue  to  lead  in 
the  mming  industries. 

InasmudL  as  large  quantities  of  American  cotton  goods,  flour,  rail- 
way material,  and  tobacco  reach  Korea  via  Japan  or  China^  it  has 
b^n  quite  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  aggregate  imports 
of  goods  from  the  United  States.  Roughly  estimated,  the  United 
States  may  be  credited  in  1907  with  $500,000  m  kerosene,  over  $1,600,- 
000  in  railway  materials,  half  of  the  tobacco  used  in  cigarettes, 
amounting  to  $500,000.  and  a  large  part  of  the  annual  imports  or 
over  $150,000  worth  or  flour. 

Iq  addition  to  the  above,  American  exports  to  Korea  include  a  wide 
range  of  household  sundries,  machinery,  and  mining  supplies,  besides 
a  minor  share  of  the  annual  purchases  of  over  $5,000,000  worth  of 
cotton  goods  and  cotton  yam.  In  direct  imports  America  is  credited 
in  the  customs  returns  for  1907  with  a  total  valuation  of  $1,442,016. 
American  tobacco  is  credited  to  imports  from  China  because  the  bulk 
of  this  tobacco  is  manufactured  into  cigarettes  at  Shanghai.  Besides 
the  leading  articles  already  mentions,  toilet  soaps,  powders,  etc, 
canned  cherries,  apricots,  pears,  etc.,  cigars,  rubber  goods,  shoes,  con- 
densed milk,  hats,  blankets,  and  breakfast^  foods  are  among  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  be  found  in  well-equipped  Japanese 
and  Chinese  stores  that  cater  to  foreign  trade. 

INCBEASE  in  trade — JAPANESE  INFLUENCE. 

Including  $1,217,083  in  gold,  as  reported  by  the  customs  authorities 
as  having  been  sent  out  or  the  country  during  1897,  Korea's  total  net 
commerce  ten  years  ago  amounted  to  only  $10,537,744,  the  commerce 
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of  the  country  for  that  year  being  exceptionally  heavy.  In  1907, 
including  $2,308,975  of  gold  exports,  the  total  commerce  aggregated 
$30,769,893.  Having  the  above  figures  in  mind  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  influence  oi  the  Jai)anese  protectorate  on  commerce  and  the 
relatively  abnormal  excess,  since  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  of  imports 
over  exports,  as  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Expprts. 

Gold 
Exports. 

1897 

$5,033,757 
5,908,781 
5,114,318 
5,470,230 
7,348,235 
6,770,704 
9,109,592 
13,402,690 
16,979,791 
14,760,889 
20,042,667 

$4/148 
2          /44 

2  K23 

4          134 
4          ►75 
4          135 
4          (02 

3  '52 

3  .50 

4  122 
8          !52 

$1,217,088 
1,187,862 
1,466,676 
1,816,525 
2,996,676 
2,532,053 
2,728,196 
2,054,798 
2,603,403 
2,333,066 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 ...     . 

1907 

2,306,975 

The  marked  increase  in  imports  noted  in  1904  was  due  to  importa- 
tions of  Japanese  military  supplies,  and  since  that  time  their  interest 
in  the  development  of  the  country  is  responsible  for  the  heavy  im- 
ports. 

EXPORTS — ^BALANCE  OP  TRADE. 

In  1904  exports  were  reduced,  largely  because  the  Japanese  army 
required  enormous  (quantities  of  supplies,  the  chief  normal  exports  of 
the  country  being  rice,  beans,  fish,  and  cattle.  A  somewhat  similar 
condition  prevailed  in  1905,  but  in  1906  the  export  trade  revived  and 
reached  the  previously  established  average,  to  be  followed  in  1907 
by  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.  This  remarkable  increase  was  partially 
due  to  the  prevailing  high  price  of  rice  and  the  marketing  in  1907 
of  the  major  part  of  a  two  years'  crop  of  ginseng,  the  ginseng  exports 
in  1907  being  an  increase  of  $1,344,750  over  1906  and  an  increase  of 
$797,939  over  1905. 

There  remains  for  1907,  even  including  the  exports  of  gold,  a  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  Korea  of  approximately  $10,000,000. 

Japan  has  ^r  many  vears  controlled  the  ffreater  part  of  the 
Korean  trade,  and  now  that  the  Japanese  popmation  in  the  penin- 
sula is  increasing  rapidly  her  share  of  the  total  business  transacted 
may  be  expected  to  advance  steadily.  But  this  advance,  so  far  as 
the  natives  are  concerned,  may  not  lie  in  proportion,  for  a  few  years 
at  least,  to  Japan's  actual  increase  in  population  and  diversified  in- 
terests, for  the  reason  that  Japanese  goods  may  not  be  as  popular 
as  those  of  other  nations.  Ultimately,  however,  with  a  steadily  in- 
creasing population,  Japan's  already  established  preponderance  of 
trade  may  be  accepted  as  being  permanently  assured. 

WHAT  JAPAN   IS  DOING  FOR  KOREA — TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

Japan's  contributions  in  balancing  Korea's  trade  disparities  may 
be  found  in  the  semiofficially  reported  expenditure  during  the  past 
two  years  of  half  of  the  $5,000,000  Japanese  loan  for  public  works 
in  the  Empire.  Of  this  total  amount  nearly  $750,000  was  expended 
on  highways,  $250,000  in  educational  work,  over  $1,000,000  in  the 
Chemulpo  and  $250,000  in  the  Pyeng  Yang  waterworks,  $1,000,000  in 
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hospitals,  and  $50,000  in  model  farms  and  the  industrial  bank  pro- 
gramme. 

In  addition  to  these  items,  Japan,  since  November,  1905,  has  ex- 
pended $1,946,607  in  its  resiaency  general  and  its  various  establish- 
ments:  over  $1,000,000  a  year  through  the  department  of  communica- 
tions tor  post-office,  telegraph,  and  telephone  service;  about  $1,250,000 
annually  m  maintaining  the  army  of  occupation,  besides  an  outlay 
of  over  $10,000,000  in  putting  the  railways  of  the  peninsula  (Jap- 
anese Government  property)  into  permanently  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  in  adding  to  the  rolling  stock  and  improvement  of  the 
entire  system.  Add  to  these  items  the  maintenance  of  the  railways, 
and  the  above  estimates  would  seem  to  justify  the  belief  that,  not- 
withstanding exports  are  over  $10,000,000  less  than  its  imports,  the 
country  still  retains  a  considerable  balance  of  unexpended  money. 
There  are  other  sources  augmenting  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
country ;  for  instance,  foreign  capital  expended  in  mine  exploitation, 
street  railway  and  electric  equipment,  etc.  The  Seoul  waterworks, 
ori^nally  an  American  enterprise,  was  constructed  with  foreign 
capital,  largely  British,  during  the  past  two  years  at  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $1,250,000. 

Korea  is  in  an  impoverished  condition  so  far  as  the  visible  pOT 
capita  wealth  of  the  10,000,000  population  of  the  Empire  is  concerned. 
Of  the  100,000  Japanese  subjects  in  Korea  in  1907  a  large  number 
sent  surplus  profits  and  earnings  back  to  Japan.  On  the  other  hand, 
many  Japanese  have  come  to  Korea  with  ready  money,  although  the 
bulk  of  the  Japanese  immigrants  are  of  the  poorer  classes.  This  tide 
of  immigration  from  Japan  into  the  continent  of  Asia  will  naturally 
carry  Japanese  trade  with  it,  because  Japanese  immigrants  purchase 
their  wares  and  supplies  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 

Koreans  are  not  equipped  to  compete  with  Japanese  traders  for 
the  commerce  of  the  peninsula,  and  the  tendency  is  toward  Japanese 
ownership  of  Korean  property,  including  real  estate  holdings,  in 
addition  to  Japanese  control  and  ownership  of  railway,  postal,  and 
telegraph  facilities.  Some  young  Koreans  have,  however,  secured  a 
fair  business  training,  and  they  are  ambitious  to  participate  in  the 
importation  of  staples  direct  from  the  producing  countries  and  not 
through  Japanese  or  Chinese  middlemen  or  commission  houses,  as 
has  b«Bn  the  prevailing  procedure. 

TRADE  WITH  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES. 

The  commerce  of  Korea,  exclusive  of  gold  and  silver,  for  1907,  the 
figures  being  from  official  sources,  was  distributed  among  the  follow- 
ing countries: 


Countries. 


United  States 

China 

Qennany 

Japan 

Russia 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


11,442,017 

2,689,109 

71,007 

13,690,923 

34,232 

2,061,966 

63,414 


20,042,667 


Exports. 


a|l,027 

1,639,329 

884 

6,383,866 

379,670 

6,927 

1,549 


8,413,252 


TotaL 


11,443,044 

4.328,438 

71,891 

20,074,789 

413,902 


28,465,019 


•  D^'clared  exports  to  the  United  SUtes  were  $264,464  In  1906,  $73,636  In  1906,  and 
$16,186  in  1907. 
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The  imports  of  railway  material  in  1907  showed  an  increase  of 
more  than  $1,000,000  over  1906  and  more  than  $800,000  over  1905. 
Sheetings  advanced  $500,000;  shirtings,  $725,000;  silk,  $320,000; 
timber,  $360,000;  yam,  $540,000,  and  grass  cloth,  $100,000. 

The  imports  in  detail  for  1905, 1906,  and  1907  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Baa  and  rope 

BaUdlng  material 

Cement 

Cigarettes 

Cloth,  n.  e.  8 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton,  and  manofactores  of: 

Baw 

Cloth 

Sheeting 

Shirting 

Yam 

Dves  and  colors 

Ffoor 

Frail  canned 

Furniture 

Grain  and  poise 

Grass  cloth 

&0D  and  steelf  manaftMstores  oft 

ICachinerr 

Nails..... 

BaUwaj  material 

Other 

Jeans  and  tweeds 

Matches. 

on,] 

Piper. 
Porcelain... 

Salt 

Saoce 

Silk 

Stationery. 


Tctoth 

Timber 

Wine,  etc 

All  other  articles. 


Total....* 16,©7»,7»1 


1005. 


$187,987 
143,178 
83,067 
£83,393 
320,727 
157,534 

159,522 

908,810 

1,132,794 

1,727,820 

1,173,042 

79,265 

150,847 

108,674 

50,419 

266,378 

504,712 

100,248 

34,826 

1,318,056 

47,338 

2,879 

161,465 

440,373 

137,584 

144,211 

76,785 

99,053 

588,487 

73,516 

273,112 

70,844 

359,983 

340,405 

3,901,018 


1906. 


8279,153 
266,618 
227,135 
560,880 
533,469 
326,017 

134,383 
666,181 
915,154 
875,249 
778,735 

78,624 
158,779 
117,677 

82,510 
146,018 
885,154 

78,945 

56,760 
1,060,078 

74,791 
1,126 
162,588 
489,242 
177,420 
104,032 
153,609 
102,320 
349,536 

98,774 
333,012 
147,926 
575,820 
306,076 
3,883,204 


14,760,889 


1907. 


1329,944 
286,680 
316,024 
545,274 
702,406 
272,800 

845,530 

777,568 

1,482,064 

1,602,746 

1,816,683 

80,612 

156,236 

110,981 

134,065 

38,836 

483,008 

162,845 

46,470 

2,192,779 

656,800 

87,918 

176,636 

540,300 

218,785 

129,499 

171,522 

82,542 

664,894 

102,312 

386,762 

144,500 

036,802 

385,216 

4,068,248 


20,042,667 


Although  it  is  impossible  to  indicate  with  accuracy  the  country  of 
origin  of  much  of  the  Korean  imports,  it  may  be  assumed  that  ot  the 
$2,192,779  worth  of  railway  materials  imported  in  1907  the  United 
States  contributed,  directly  and  indirectly,  more  than  70  per  cent. 
American  kerosene  oil  has  practically  a  monopoly  of  the  Korean 
trade,  aside  from  the  apparently  temporary  success  of  Sumatra  oil 
representatives  in  the  Yalu  River  section,  thus  adding  over  $500,000 
to  imports  from  the  United  States.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  sell 
eastern  oils  (Sumatra  products)  in  the  Korean  market,  but  the 
quality  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  United  States.  The  rivals  of  the 
American  oil  producers  find  that  an  oil  that  smokes  is  not  acceptable 
to  ^e  natives,  who  evince  considerable  care  in  preventing  their  white 
clothes  (now  ahnost  universally  worn)  from  becoming  soiled  in  any 
unnecessary  or  unseemly  manner. 

Of  the  over  $5,000,000  worth  of  cotton  goods  imported  in  1907 
Japan  has  the  greater  per  cent.  British  cotton  goods,  however,  are 
now  finding  an  increased  sale,  and  in  this,  the  principal  permanent 
line  of  Korean  imports,  there  is  an  opportunity  for  increasing  the 
sale  of  American  soods.  Conditions  must,  necessarily,  however,  be 
carefully  studied  by  personal  representatives.    The  warehouse  sys- 
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tern  of  canyin^  stocks  will  bring  the  best  results,  although  the  pre- 
vailing plan  of  selling  ^oods  through  Chinese  and  Japanese  trade 
centers  may  be  utilized  in  pushing  business. 

DESIRABJUTT  OP  CARRYING  STOCKS. 

Until  Korea  gets  beyond  basing  its  purchasing  capacity  largely  cm 
rice  and  bean  crop  returns  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  to  have  stocks  on 
hand  if  the  exporting  countries  located  in  distant  parts  of  the  world 
hope  to  compete  successfully  with  Japan,  which,  otherwise  from  con- 
siderations of  propinauity,  at  least,  is  in  a  position  to  outstrip  all  of 
its  trade  rivals  by  filling  orders  on  short  notice,  allowing  credits, 
providing  banking  facilities,  and  generally  in  controlling  the  trade 
by  persiSent  personal  effort  and  inexhaustible  attention  to  details. 

The  ability  of  the  Japanese  trader  to  successfully  cope  with  the 
Chinese  business  man  in  Korea  and  elsewhere  in  the  Orient  is  a  moot 
question  not  taken  into  consideration  in  the  above  observations. 

American  exports  of  flour,  lumber,  shoes,  and  toilet  articles  to 
Korea  can  be  increased  by  studying  the  existing  conditions. 

A  profitable  business  in  flour  can  be  built  up  at  once  if  capital 
sufficient  to  carry  a  small  stock  is  invested.  The  demand  for  flour  is 
increasing  and  a  steady  sale  of  suitable  brands  is  insured. 

In  lumber  and  buildmg  materials  the  Japanese  have  nearly  all  of 
the  business,  which  in  1907  amounted  to  approidmately  $2,250,000. 
The  price  of  lumber  is  excessive,  ordinary  ^des  averaging  $40  per 
1,000  feet.  A  lumber  yard  stocked  with  suitable  marketable  grades 
would  develop  considerable  business  from  the  start 

The  Pacific  coast  pine  is  much  more  easily  worked  than  the  Jap- 
anese wood,  and  is  also  much  more  desirable,  bein^  more  durable  and 
harder  than  the  Yalu  pine,  which  is  available  in  limited  quantities  in 
this  market.  A  Pacific  coast  lumber  schooner  could  enter  and  dis- 
charge at  the  port  of  Chemulpo,  and  a  lumber  yard  at  that  point  could 
supply  the  demands  of  the  trade  throughout  tne  Empire. 

In  the  construction  of  Korean  houses  large  quantities  of  posts  and 
poles  stripped  of  the  bark  are  utilized,  regardless  of  knots  and  other 
defects.  The  country  having  been  mostly  denuded  of  timber,  there 
is  a  constant  demand  for  f or^  products  of  this  kind. 

SAWMILL  PLAKTS — OPPORTTTNITIES  FOR  AMERICAN  GOODS. 

There  are  already  in  Korea  two  sawmill  plants  on  the  south  bank 
of  Yalu  River.  These  are  under  Japanese  management  and  are 
supplied  with  logs  from  the  Yalu  timber  belt  Wnile  these  mills 
have  not  been  very  active  of  late,  it  is  probable  that  with  the  Yalu 
timber  question  adjusted  that  district  will  eventually  supply  lumber 
to  the  far  eastern  market  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  prevailing 
demands. 

Small  sawmill  plants  were  attempted  by  Koreans  and  foreigners  at 
Seoul,  as  well  as  at  other  points,  thus  far,  however,  without  satisfac- 
tory results.  But  their  failure  was  not  due  to  a  lack  of  demand  for 
the  products  of  a  sawmill  at  exceptionally  high  prices.  Failure  was 
largely  due  to  lack  of  familiarity  with  the  essential  features  of  the 
busmess  of  manufacturing  lumber. 

Consequently,  under  present  conditions  the  greater  part  of  all  lum- 
ber used  in  housebuilding  and  repair  work  is  produced  by  the  old 
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process  of  whipsawing.  In  many  cases  the  Japanese  prepare  building 
material  for  houses  and  other  buildings  in  Japan  and  ship  the  parts 
ready  for  placing  in  the  building  to  Korea,  where  they  are  entered 
under  the  customs  classification  of  ^^  building  matenaL"  During 
1907,  $266,580  worth  of  this  class  of  Japanese  products  was  import^ 
into  Korea.  As  conditions  change  it  is  probable  that  inexpensive 
ready-made  houses  as  shipped  from  Pacific  coast  points  in  Imock- 
down  shape  will  find  an  extensive  sale  in  Korea  and  other  parts  of  the 
Far  East. 

Most  of  the  canned  and  fresh  fruit,  porcelain,  matches,  bags  and 
rope,  stationery,  etc.,  used  in  Korea  is  shipped  from  Japan.  China 
joms  with  Japan  in  importing  various  kinas  of  cotton  goods,  cloth, 
and  salt,  the  bulk  of  the  cotton-goods  trade  ^oing  to  Japan,  with  Eng- 
land, Cnina,  and  America  contributing  limit^  quantities.  Hong- 
kong has  a  part  of  the  sugar  trade,  oi  which  Japan  has  the  major 
share.  Germany  contributes  medicines,  beer,  and  various  useful 
small  articles.  The  Korean  market  already  demands  limited  (quan- 
tities of  American  canned  goods  and  toilet  articles,  and  there  is  an 
opportimity  to  build  up  a  permanent  trade  in  these  lines  of  consid- 
erable importance. 

HOW  GOODS  MAT  BE  SHIPPED — ^EXPOBTS. 

Goods  consigned  to  Korea  reach  the  Empire  usually  either  via 
Kobe,  Japan,  or  Shanghai,  China.  Numerous  large  shipments  of  oil 
and  other  commodities  come  direct  to  Chemulpo,  and  in  fact  in  some 
instances  the  freight  rates  to  Korea  are  similar  to  the  Shanghai 
charges.  Goods  shipped  from  the  Pacific  coast  reach  Korea,  as  a  rule, 
via  Kobe,  while  shipments  made  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  via  the 
Suez  Canal  are  transshipped  at  Shanghai  or  are  shipped  direct  to 
Korean  ports.  No  direct  line  of  trans-Pacific  or  trans-Atlantic 
freight  (or  passenger)  steamers  touch  at  the  seaports  of  Korea,  the 
shipping  business  of  the  Empire  being  almost  wholly  confined  to 
Japanese  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  and  Korean  and  Chinese  small 
sailing  craft 

The  exports  from  Korea  in  1907  were  valued  at  $8,418,252,  against 
$4,066,422  in  1906  and  $8,452,150  in  1905.    The  leadmg  items  were: 


Articles. 


1906. 

1000. 

1007. 

S1,347,M^ 

•^'SMS 

*^'E?'5S 

46,  no 

^'2H 

*^?* 

10,358 

66,264 

20,440 

568,642 

0,731 

1,861,481 

348,801 

829,400 

320  002 

44,507 

60,311 

31,747 

44^630 

801,824 

3,748,064 

SS'iS 

100,170 

242,613 

23,060 

41,206 

40,110 

1,630 

06,000 

102,708 

631,238 

610,740 

oijioe 

8,488,160 

4,000,422 

8,418,281 

Beans  and  peiBB.. 

Onttlft ""  , 

Copper 

GlnaenK. 

mSSr. 

Paper 

Bice: 

Salt 

Seaweed 

Wheat 

An  other  articles. 

Total 
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THE  MINING  INDUSTRY. 

AMEBICAK  INTERESTS  FBEDOMINATB — ^VALUABLE  LATENT  KINERALB. 

American  interests  largely  predominate  in  the  mining  industry  in 
Korea.  British,  Japanese,  German,  Italian,  and  French  interests 
are  also  represented,  but  the  chief  mining  property  of  the  Empire 
is  that  of  the  American  company  (Oriental  Consolidated  Mining 
Company)  in  the  Usan  district  of  northwestern  Korea.  This  camr 
pany  has  already  taken  out  nearly  $10,000,000  in  bullion,  the  bullion 
output  for  1907  Deing  $1,150,000  United  States  gold;  it  has  approxi- 
mately 1^000^000  tons  of  average  $6  to  $5.20  (per  ton)  ore  in  reserve, 
and  ordinarily  crushes  800,0W)  tons  annually.  The  operating  ex- 
penses are  estimated  to  be  less  than  $2.50  per  ton  and  tne  net  profit 
at  $1.85  per  ton.  Nominally  $1^50,000  have  been  expended  in  con- 
struction work  on  this  company's  plant,  and  it  contributes  consider- 
ably over  50  per  cent  of  all  of  Korea's  total  gold  export  of  upward  of 
$2,250,000  per  annum. 

AMERICAN  MINING  EFFORTS  ACTIVE — ^PROMISING  IRON  DEPOSITS. 

American  interests  are  developing  two  other  gold  properties  in 
Korea,  at  Suan  and  Chiksan,  ana  these  promise  to  attract  much  at- 
tention in  the  near  future.  Japanese  and  British  capital  are  exten- 
sively concerned  in  the  latter  property.  At  the  former  a  large  body 
of  rich  ore  has  been  blocked  out  and  the  latter  is  known  to  possess 
extensive  deposits,  both  quartz  and  placer.  Americans  have,  during 
the  present  year,  secured  possession  of  the  famous  Kapsan  copper 
mines  of  northeastern  Korea,  while  still  other  Americans  have,  dur- 
ing the  past  few  months,  been  granted  graphite  mines  in  southeastern 
Korea,  both  of  which  promise  exceptionally  profitable  returns.  With 
the  possible  exception  of  the  graphite  proi>erties,  regarding  which 
the  nnal  assays  are  incomplete,  all  of  these  mines  are  of  known  valucL 
and  thev  constitute  in  fact  nearly  all  of  the  mineral  properties  oi 
Korea  that  are  now  advanced  beyond  the  prospect  stage  oi  develop- 
ment. 

Nevertheless,  Italian,  Japanese,  German,  and  French  interests  are 
actively  pushing  their  respective  mineral  operations  in  copper,  gold, 
iron,  and  graphite.  Some  iron  and  graphite  properties  have  already 
been  opened  up  by  Japanese  and  there  are  deposits  of  lead  and  silver 
yet  to  be  exploited.  Some  Japanese  experts,  in  fact,  believe  inm 
will  yet  prove  to  be  Korea's  chief  mineral  resource.  Cinnabar  occurs, 
but  no  deposits  worth  mining  have  yet  been  located.  The  same 
applies  to  mica. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY — NATIVE  MINES. 

The  Japanese  have  completed  a  geological  survey  of  the  country, 
which  has  been  published  together  with  a  detailea  account  of  the 
mines  and  mineral  resources  or  the  country. 

The  general  trend  of  opinion  supported  in  this  authority  is  in 
accord  with  the  published  views  of  many  American  and  European 
engineers,  viz,  that  Korea  is  a  highly  mineralized  country,  possessing 
an  excellent  climate  and  an  abundant  supply  of  good  and  cheap  labor. 

Very  few  of  the  prospect  discoveries  nave  yet  been  developed  to 
a  greater  depth  than  a  few  feet,  and  the  natives,  not  possessing  any 
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means  of  pumping  out  the  water,  usually  cease  work  upon  its  ap- 
pearance. 

Practically  all  mineral  deposits  in  Korea  have  been  discovered  by 
Koreans,  who  are  considered  to  be  ^ood  miners.  They  have  crushed 
gold  quartz  by  the  primitive  method  of  rolling  a  large  rock  upon  it, 
and  in  placer  mining  they  are  credited  with  oeing  among  the  most 
expert  m  the  world.  They  use  wooden  bowls  in  panning,  the  cus- 
tomary size  being  2}  feet  in  diameter. 

MINING  LAWS  AND  TAXES — ^MINERAL  RESOURCES  IN  QUARTZ  MINES. 

While  the  nominal  substance  of  the  mining  laws  and  regula- 
tions, as  originally  extended  to  Korea  by  the  Japanese  protectorate, 
were  not  considered  satisfactory  to  investors  and  mine  promoters, 
the  modifications  made  during  1908  are  accepted  as  meeting  most  oi 
the  requirements  of  capital  in  mine  exploitation.  Technically,  how- 
ever, the  laws  and  regulations  may  not  in  all  cases  be  accepted  as 
entirely  satisfactory  other  than  in  the  spirit  of  a  friendly  adminis- 
trative interpretation.  Unlike  American  methods,  the  administra- 
tive department  in  Korea  has  exceptional  jurisdiction,  and  when 
viewed  from  the  point  of  possible  unfriendly  or  adverse  administrative 
supervision  the  modified  laws  and  regulations  may  be  considered  un- 
satisfactory to  capitaL  which  is  proverbially  timid. 
^  On  the  whole  the  Japanese  protectorate  has,  in  addition  to  mate- 
rially modifying  the  objectionaole  clauses  of  the  mining  laws^  recently 
inaugurated  a  policy  of  encouraging  mining  exploitation  in  Korea 
by  abolishing  all  import  taxes  on  machinery  and  tools  used  in  mining, 
and  by  addmg  copper  and  copper  concentrates  to  the  list  of  chief 
mineral  products  that  may  be  exi)orted  free  of  duty.  The  pro- 
tectorate nas  also  accepted  in  principle  the  policy  of  utilizing  tim- 
ber lands  in  the  vicinity  of  mines  for  the  promotion  of  the  mining 
industry,  in  that  the  concessionaires  are  to  enjoy  special  privileges 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  lumber  and  fuel  supply  at  reasonable 
cost 

Metalliferous  deposits  of  various  kinds  have  been  located  in  nearly 
all  parts  of  Korea.  Up  to  the  present  time,  however,  the  bulk  of 
these  deposits  have  been  of  small  size  and  few  of  them  have  been 
opened  up.  Speaking  generally,  the  northern  portion  of  the  penin- 
sula is  richer  than  the  southern. 

Grold  is  the  principal  product  of  Korean  mines.  The  reported 
yearly  output  (valued  at  approximately  $2,250,000,  as  shown  by  the 
customs  returns)  does  not  include  a  large  amount  of  gold  that  is 
carried  awav  by  Chinese  miners  and  others  and  not  accounted  for 
in  the  official  records. 

Korea's  chief  gold  qfuartz  mines  are  included  in  the  American  con- 
cession at  Unsan,  which  was  granted  originally  in  1895  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and,  as  modified  and  extended,  may  be  operated  until 
1954.  At  the  Unsan  mines  a  series  of  lar^  quartz  lodes,  occurring 
in  granite,  are  being  mined  successfully  and  profitably  under  Ameri- 
can management. 

The  quartz  bands  in  the  Unsan  granite  formation  vary  from  a  few 
inches  to  10  feet  in  width,  the  greatest  depth  reached  being  1,000 
f^t. 
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LUMBER  AND  FUEL  SUPPLY — ^BRITISH  CONCESSION. 

As  the  formation  between  the  bands  of  quartz  is  not  solid,  as  a  rule, 
much  timbering  is  required.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  wider 
formations,  and,  consequently,  a  large  amount  of  limiber  is  necessary 
in  successfully  operating  the  mines. 

The  timber  question  in  Korea  has,  therefore,  received  much  atten- 
tion as  the  mineral  development  grows  more  promising.  While  the 
authorities  have  accepted,  in  principle,  the  proposition  that  timber 
in  the  vicinity  of  mines  is  primarily  to  be  utilized  at  reasonable  cost 
for  the  promotion  of  the  mining  industry,  an  elaborate  set  of  rules 
and  regulations  have  been  drawn  up  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Japanese  protectorate  and  the  application  of  the  same  to  the  needs 
and  purposes  of  practical  mining  operations  is  now  about  to  be  put 
to  the  test. 

Without  exception  it  may  be  said  that  American  mining  interests 
in  Korea  favor  the  preservation  of  the  forests  without,  however,  en- 
dangering the  successful  operation  of  mining  properties  posseting 
vested  interests  based  upon  previous  assurances  or  government  as- 
sistance in  securing  an  ample  supply  of  the  necessary  mining  lumber 
and  fuel  at  reasonable  cost. 

The  English  concession  at  Eun-San,  in  Pyeng  Yang  Province, 
after  being  successfully  operated  for  some  years,  was  shut  down,  the 
deposit  having  worked  out.  The  company  operating  this  concession 
then  took  over  the  gold  mines  at  Kil  Sang,  in  Pyeujg  Yang  Province, 
but  unfortunately  developments  here,  though  showing  some  promise, 
did  not  come  up  to  expectations,  and  the  company  dosed  down  the 
mine  in  1907.  This  property  is,  however,  now  being  operated  by 
Koreans  under  the  management  of  a  capable  Korean  engineer,  a 
graduate  of  the  London  School  of  Mines. 

LABGB  CONCESSION  ABEA — SUAN  AND  OTHER  MINES. 

Developments  at  the  Chiksan  gold  mine  in  Choong  Chung  Prov- 
ince, central  Korea,  have  been  most  promising.  This  mine  was  origi- 
nallv  granted  to  a  Japanese  concessionaire,  but  is  now  being  exploited 
by  American-Japanese-British  parties,  who  are  very  san^ine  of  the 
future  success  of  the  mine.  The  area  of  this  concession,  like  that  of 
the  American  mines  at  Unsan,  as  well  as  others  granted  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Japanese  protectorate,  is  very  large.  Like  areas 
in  the  United  States  would  support  a  number  of  separate  mining 

The  Unsan  concession  approximates  20  by  25  miles,  the  Chiksan 
and  Suan  concession  areas  oeing  about  20  by  14  miles  each.  The 
Kapsan  area  is  also  very  larj^. 

Of  the  other  gold  mines  m  the  course  of  active  development,  the 
Suan  mine  in  Hwang  Hai  Province,  central  Korea,  and  a  small  prop- 
erty situated  just  outside  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Unsan  concession, 
on  an  extension  of  the  Kuk  San  Dong  lode,  are  perhaps  the  most 
important. 

The  concession  for  the  Suan  mine  was  granted  to  the  Korean 
Syndicate  of  London,  but  is  now  being  operated  by  an  American  com- 
pany under  very  encouraging  prospects.  The  engineer  in  charge  of 
this  property  is  much  pleased  with  the  developments  of  a  new  Dody 
of  ore  found  in  the  upper  workings,  the  average  value  of  gold  to  the 
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ton  of  ore  as  indicated  by  the  last  five  assays  being  over  $20.  There 
has  not  yet  been  an  opportunity  of  assaying  the  ore  for  its  copper 
contents,  which  are  believed  to  represent  an  additional  value  of  $6 
per  ton.  The  Kuk  San  Dong  extension  development  was  undertaken 
oj  a  joint  American-Japanese  partnership,  and  is  merely  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Kuk  San  Dong  mine  of  the  Unsan  property. 

Another  gold  mine  located  near  the  American  concession  at  Unsan 
is  being  developed  by  a  German  company  with  apparent  satisfactory 
prospects. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned,  there  are  many  mines  now 
beingdeveloped  in  the  native  manner  and  in  a  small  way  by  Japanese 
and  Koreans,  generally  hampered  by  insufficient  capital.  None  of 
these  mines  have  so  far  succeeded  in  opening  up  anything  of  great 
importance.  As  a  rule  the  gold  is  mined  from  quartz  lodes  m  granite 
country.  Two  notable  exceptions  to  this  are  tlie  mine  at  Eun-Sun, 
which  consisted  of  an  irregular  deposit  in  limestone,  and  the  Suan 
deposit,  which  consists  of  an  impregnation  at  a  granite  limestone 
contact.  

BXTENSIVB  FLACER  AREAS. 

Korea  contains  a  large  number  of  gold  placers,  mostly  of  small  size 
and  of  recent  age,  occurring  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  but  prin- 
cipally in  the  ftovince  of  Ping  Yang.  The  gold  placers  at  Soo-nan, 
in  Pyenff  Yang  Province,  and  Ham  Heung,  in  Ham  Kyeng  Province, 
are  theT)est  known.  Most  of  these  placers  have  been  extensively 
mined  by  Koreans,  and  probably  the  richest  of  them  worked  out. 

The  placer  deposits  on  the  Unsan  concession  are  extensive  and  of 
enormous  value,  but  as  yet  the  cost  of  securing  the  gold  does  not  seem 
to  warrant  any  extensive  operations  on  the  placer  areas. 

The  district  of  Chiksan  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  profitable 

Slacer  fields  worked  by  the  Koreans.  For  the  past  three  years  the 
apanese,  who  originally  obtained  the  ^rant  to  this  concession,  have 
been  successfully  working  portions  of  these  placers  by  sluicinff.  The 
conditions  for  successful  work  of  this  Hnd  have  been  unsatisfactory, 
as  onlv  gravel  yielding  a  high  average  would  enable  them  to  realize 
a  profit  There  being  comparatively  little  water  and  a  very  slight 
fall,  all  the  pay  dirt  has  been  carried  to  the  sluice  boxes  on  the  backs 
of  Korean  coolies.  However,  as  a  dredging  proposition,  the  condi- 
tions are  considered  favorable.  The  depth  of  the  overload  varies 
from  7  to  80  feet,  most  of  it  being  about  18  feet  in  depth.  There  are 
no  bowlders  larger  than  8  or  10  inches,  the  majority  of  the  overload 
being  gravel  with  stones  about  the  size  of  an  egg.  The  bed  rock  is 
of  soft  decomposed  schist,  which  may  be  dns  with  a  spade  to  a  depth 
of  2  or  3  feet.  While  there  is  very  little  water  on  the  surface, 
there  is  sufficient  to  operate  dredges. 

The  pay  OTavel  occurs  principally  in  a  stratum  of  about  8  feet  on 
bed  rock.  Kecent  investigations  have  proved  that  there  is  pay  dirt 
throughout  the  entire  overload,  though  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
make  it  profitable  to  run  the  same  through  the  sluices,  but  of  suffi- 
cient amount  to  be  an  important  factor  in  dredging  operations.^  It  is 
estimated  that  one-fifth  of  the  area  of  the  concession  is  alluvial,  al- 
though how  mudhi  of  this  would  be  profitable  for  dred^g  can  onlv 
be  determined  by  accurate  sampling  and  boring.  It  is  not  at  aU 
likely  that  Korea  will  furnish  any  sensational  finds  or  nuggets  of 
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fi^old,  but  a  few  of  these  deposits  may  become  of  importance  as  gold- 
dred^g  propositions.  Korean  placer  deposits  Have  furnished  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  total  gold  output 

KAPSAN  COFFER  MINES. 

The  most  important  copper  mine  in  Korea  is  the  well-known  Kap- 
san  mine,  situated  in  South  Ham-Kyuns,  north  Korea,  the  ownership 
of  which,  after  a  period  of  four  years  of  negotiating  between  the  Ko- 
rean, Japanese,  and  American  Grovemments,  was,  in  June,  1908,  con- 
ceded to  the  American  claimants. 

According  to  the  report  of  an  English  engineer  who  examined  the 
mine  two  years  ago,  and  confirmed  by  subsequent  examinations  by 
other  engineers  about  nine  months  later,  this  mine  has  been  workea 
for  many  years  and  was  then  producing  about  800,000  pounds  of 
smelted  copper  annually.  Analyses  of  this  copper  showed  it  to  con- 
tain 98.02  per  cent  copper  and  unimportant  amounts  of  cold  and  sil- 
ver, and  practically  no  harmful  impurities,  the  balance  being  diic^y 
iron  and  sulphur. 

The  ore  occurs  as  large  irregular  deposits  in  limestone,  and  the 
mine  has  thus  far  been  workea  by  primitive  native  methods.  The 
American  concessionaires  have  now  sent  engineers  to  prepare  de- 
tailed plans  for  the  future  operation  of  this  property  in  accordance 
with  modem  methods. 

It  is  reported  that  what  appears  to  be  an  important  copper  deposit 
has  been  located  in  the  neighborhood  of  Elapsan  by  an  Itelian  syndi- 
cate, which  has  secured  the  necessary  rights  and  is  arranmig  to  de- 
velop the  property.  A  mine  near  Kang  Kyei,  in  Pyeng  langProv- 
ince,  north  Korea,  was  formerly  a  copper  producer  under  Koreui 
methods,  but  has  been  shut  down  for  some  years. 

So  far  as  is  known,  the  remaining  copper  mines  of  Korea  are  of 
small  size  and  unimportant  They  are  chiefly  situated  in  the  north 
and  extreme  south  ox  the  peninsula,  where  some  narrow  veins  are  be- 
ing prospected  by  Japanese  in  the  nd^hborhood  of  Masampo. 

Silver  is  not  at  present  mined  in  Korea,  although  there  is  evidence 
that  silver  deposits  exist.    The  same  applies  to  lea^. 

EXTENSIVE  IRON   DEPOSITS — COAL,  OIL,  AND  GRAFHTTE. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  extensive  deposits  of  iron  ore,  prin- 
cipally hematite,  in  Korea,  mostly  situated  in  Whang  Hai  Province, 
but  little  is  known  of  their  actual  economic  importance.  The 
Japanese  protectorate  experts  in  mining  are  of  the  opinion,  however, 
that  Korea  will  ultimately  become  an  important  producer  of  iron, 
and  they  express  surprise  at  the  fact  that  Americans  who  are  active 
seekers  after  gold  properties  do  not  turn  their  attention  to  iron  as 
well. 

While  it  may  be  accepted  as  true  that  Japan  may  derive  much  iron 
from  Korea,  it  is  believed  that  southeastern  Manchuria  will  ulti- 
mately contribute  largely  to  the  growing  demands  of  Japan  for  iron 
products.  Thus  far  iron  ore  has  been  worked  to  a  small  extent  in 
Korea  by  primitive  native  methods.  Doubtless  these  iron-ore  de- 
posits will  dbortly  be  investigated  as  to  the  possibilities  of  their  being 
worked  by  modem  methods. 
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Coal  occurs  largely  in  Korea,  mostly  in  South  Pyeng  Tang  Prov- 
ince. Speaking  generally,  it  is  not  considered  that  Korean  coal  is  of 
much  economic  value,  the  quality  being  poor,  the  present  demand 
being  largely  supplied  from  Japan  at  from  $5  to  $8  per  ton.  How- 
ever, the  coal  seams  are  little  developed.  Near  Pyeng- Yang  city 
there  exist,  near  the  banks  of  the  Tai-Tong  River,  beds  of  smokeless 
coal  said  to  be  of  great  purity,  but  its  economic  value  has  yet  to  be 
established.  As  mined,  tne  coal  crumbles  to  dust,  but  it  is  stated  that 
it  could  be  manufactured  into  briquettes.  Deposits  of  bituminous 
coal  also  exist,  but  no  mine  has  yet  reached  the  producing  stage.  It 
is,  however,  known  that  the  Japanese  authorities  possess  a  high  opin- 
ion of  Korea's  coal  deposits. 

One  license  has  been  granted  for  oil,  but  as  yet  boring  operations 
have  not  been  started. 

It  seems  likely  that  in  the  near  future  graphite  mining  in  Korea, 
which  has  hitherto  been  quite  neglected,  will  become  of  importance. 
Graphite  occurs  extensively,  and  it  is  stated  that  some  of  the  deposits 
can  be  made  to  furnish  graphite  of  high  grade. 

CHIEF  MINING  PROPERTT. 

The  Unsan  gold  mines  in  Korea  constitute  the  most  important  min- 
ing property  in  that  part  of  Asia.  While  other  Korean  mining  prop- 
erties are  now  recognized  as  possessing  dividend-paying  resources, 
the  Unsan  mines  have  heretofore  been  the  only  properties  operated 
continuously  on  an  extensive  scale  by  modem  methods  in  the  Empire. 
These  mines  now  utilize  220  stamps,  and  nearly  6,000  men  are  em- 
ployed in  operating  the  various  mining  camps  which,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, mine  and  treat  nearly  1,000  tons  of  ore  daily,  the  net  profit  per 
ton,  as  previously  stated,  being  about  $1.85. 

The  only  day  the  mills  are  shut  down  is  on  July  4  of  each  year. 
The  bulk  of  the  men  employed  are  Koreans,  about  5,000  of  them 
receiving  25  cents,  gold,  per  day  of  ten  hours.  If  it  were  not  for  this 
economic  wage  condition,  which,  however^  constitutes  the  high-wage 
scale  of  successful  commercial  enterprise  m  the  Korean  Empire  and 
brings  exceptional  prosperity  to  the  surrounding  country,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  operate  the  mines.  Originally,  when  the  cheapness 
and  value  of  Korean  labor  in  the  mines  was  not  fully  taken  into  con- 
sideration, it  was  considered  impracticable  to  operate  this  rich  min- 
eral district. 

Of  approximately  600  Chinese  emploved  at  the  Unsan  mines  the 
majority  receive  30  cents  per  day.  One  hundred  Japanese  receive  on 
an  average  $1  per  day,  although  carpenters  and  blacksmiths  receive 
much  more.  Of  the  75  or  more  Americans  employed  the  majority, 
receive  $5  per  day  and  board.  Superintendents  and  other  officials  are 
paid  upward  of  $175  per  month  and  board.  They  are,  also,  offered 
special  inducements  in  the  way  of  transportation  expenses  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  Korea. 

While  the  average  value  of  the  ore  at  the  Unsan  mines  is  approxi- 
mately $5.20,  fifty-dollar  ore  has  been  taken  out  and  the  company 
has  a  three  years'  supply  of  ore  constancy  blocked  out  in  advance. 
At  the  present  time  (October,  1908)  the  Ijnsan  mines  are  more  suc- 
cessful than  ever  before,  the  output  now  being  greater  than  at  any 
previous  period  in  the  history  of  the  mines. 
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EXPERIENCE  WITH  KOREAN  MINERS. 

The  Korean  miner  possesses  all  the  good  qualities  of  a  miner  with 
very  few  of  his  defects,  being  physically  strong  and  very  easy  to 
handle.  As  regards  the  amount  of  work  done,  it  is  estimated  that 
two  Korean  miners  ar^  more  than  equal  to  one  white  miner.  Gener- 
ally speaJdng  a  Korean  miner's  father  and  grandfather  were  miners 
before  him  and  his  son  will,  as  a  rule,  be  a  miner.  They  withstand 
hardi^ip,  such  as  water  and  bad  ventilation,  much  better  than  the 
average  white  miner. 

At  me  Suan  mine  the  following  wages  per  day  of  10  hours  are  paid : 
Miner,  30  cents;  laborer,  25  cents;  blacksmith,  85  cents,  and  carpenter, 
40  cents  to  $1. 

The  average  cost  of  driving  a  tunnel  5  by  7  feet  in  granite  at  the 
Suan  mine  is  $4  i>er  foot  incuuding  labor,  tools,  and  explosives,  but 
exclusive  of  superintendence.  Working  day  and  night  Koreans  can 
drive  a  tunnel  m  nanite  at  the  rate  of  50  feet  per  month. 

When  practicawe  it  is  customary,  in  some  mines,  to  employ  Korean 
miners  by  piecework  or  small  contract  work.  When  this  is  done  the 
results  obtained  per  day  from  the  Korean  miner  fully  equal  the  aver- 
age American  or  Cornish  miner.  Korean  miners  seem  to  possess  a 
special  adaptability  for  placing  mining  timbers,  supports,  etc,  in 
position. 

The  Unsan  placer  fields  have  been  thoroughly  tested  by  modem 
scientific  methods.  These  placer  areas  have,  as  a  whole,  heeai  oper- 
ated for  long  periods,  probably  for  centuries.  However,  only  about 
six  or  seven  out  of  31  or  32  sguare  miles  of  placers  have  been  worked 
over.  A  careful  drill  test  with  American  machinery  shows  that  the 
placers  would  average  only  from  5  to  6  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Conse- 
quently the  question  of  di*edging  on  a  large  scale  has  not  yet  been 
undertaken. 

CYANIDE  PROCESS  USED — ^AMERICAN  SUFPUES. 

The  concentrates  at  all  of  five  principal  camps  at  Unsan  are  treated 
by  the  cyanide  process  excepting  where  the  higher  grades  warrant 
shipment  to  the  smelting  plants  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 

The  Unsan  mines  include  a  water-power  plant  that  will  cost,  when 
shortly  completed,  $300,000.  Coal  is  not  available  in  generating 
power,  and  when  water  power  is  not  available  cord  wood  is  utilizra 
for  power-generating  purposes.  The  necessary  fuel  and  logs  for 
timbering  these  mines  have  been  had,  heretofore,  at  reasonable 
prices,  practicallv  the  cost  of  cutting  and  hauling.  The  timber  in 
remote  parts  of  the  Korean  Empire  has  no  practical  value,  but  under 
the  reforestation  plans  of  the  Japanese  protectorate  it  is  proposed  to 
encourage  the  growing  of  trees  on  denuaed  areas. 

The  cost  of  mining  and  treating  a  ton  of  ore  at  the  Unsan  mines 
is  estimated  at  $2.48,  divided  as  follows:  Mining,  $1.23};  milling, 
67}  cents;  concentrate  (cyanide  process),  18  cents;  ore  transporta- 
tion, 1}  cents,  and  general  expenses,  47}  cents. 

The  extensive  operations  of  the  Unsan  mines  may  be  better  under- 
stood when  it  is  stated  that  nearly  $250,000  are  annually  paid  to 
Korean  laborers;  that  the  lumber  and  fuel  supply  amounts  to  some- 
thing over  $150,000  a  year;  that  the  salaries  paid  annually  to  Ameri- 
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cans  aggregate  over  $100,000,  including  home  offices  in  the  United 
States;  mat  in  foreign  supplies,  mostly  from  America,  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  are  expended  in  twelve  months.  In  some  of  these 
foreign  orders  from  $10,000  to  $15,000  are  paid  for  the  single  item 
of  taDow  candles  and  upward  of  $30,000  for  a  temporary  supply  of 
dynamite. 

THE  CHIKSAN  MINES. 

The  Chiksan  concession  is  located  in  North  Choong  Chunff 
Province,  including  the  whole  of  Chiksan  magistracy  and  parts  oi 
the  adjoining  counties,  extending,  with  Chiksan  as  a  center,  20  miles 
east  and  w^  and  14  miles  north  and  south.  The  concession  is 
about  45  miles  south  of  Seoul  and  is  traversed  diagonally  by  the 
Seoul-Fusan  Railway,  which  has  two  stations  within  the  concession 
limits,  Seikwan  being  the  larger  and  the  one  nearer  to  the  principal 
mines,  9^  miles  distant.    * 

Six  miles  west  of  the  station  is  the  port  of  Tsunpo,  on  an  arm  of 
Asan  Bay,  which  was  used  during  the  Chino-Japanese  war  as  a  mili- 
tary and  naval  base  in  operating  against  Seoul.  Tsunpo  can  be 
approached  by  schooners  of  sufficient  tonnage  to  transport  the  heavi- 
est machinery,  while  9  miles  distant  there  is  sufficient  water  for 
coasting  steamers  to  navigate  without  difficulty.  The  topography  of 
the  country  between  the  mines  and  the  bay  is  almost  level,  with  no 
large  streams,  so  the  cost  of  building  and  maintaining  roads  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

^  The  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  concession  are  compara- 
tively mountainous,  though  of  no  great  height,  the  greatest  height 
being  about  1,800  feet.  From  there  to  the  sea  the  country  is  almost 
level,  interrupted  in  places  by  small  hillocks.  The  country  rock  is 
composed  entirely  of  ^anite  and  schist,  and  it  is  where  there  is  a 
contact  of  these  two  that  the  best  and  strongest  quartz  ledges  are 
found. 

GHIKSAN  UaXSBS. 

Throughout  the  Chiksan  concession  over  70  quartz  outcrops  have 
been  located.  A  large  number  of  these  ledges  have  been  worked  by 
Koreans  for  years.  The  principal  mines  beinff  developed  bv  the 
company  are  in  a  lode  which  follows  the  range  of  mountains  referred 
to  above.  This  lode  extends  over  5  miles,  and  has  Korean  workings 
at  intervals  over  its  entire  length.  At  the  eastern  end  of  this  lode 
are  located  the  veins  upon  which  the  company  is  at  present  at  work. 

The  mine  on  which  work  was  first  started  has  an  outcrop  plainly 
defined  (since  uncovered  in  the  valleys  by  trenching)  for  a  distance 
of  4,000  feet,  in  an  easterly  direction^  and  for  over  8,000  feet  in  a 
westerly  direction.  The  ledge  varies  in  width  from  4  to  15  feet,  all 
carrying  pay  values.  The  mineralization  and  pay  streak,  however, 
are  usually  found  next  to  the  hanginj^  wall,  wnich  is  schist  with  a 
well-defined  cleavage.    The  foot  wall  is  granite. 

THE  KAPSAN   MINES. 

Enjgineers  who  have  examined  the  Djin  Dong  (Kapsan)  mine  are 
unanimous  in  stating  that  the  ore  possesses  an  average  value  of  10 
per  cent  in  copper;  that,  comparatively,  the  mine,  although  only 
nitherto  subjected  to  crude  working  methods,  has  yielded  a  sub- 
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stantial  out^t  for  many  years  past,  and  that  the  indications  point 
to  the  bringing  into  existence  of  a  somewhat  large  and  permanently 
profitable  mining  property,  following  preliminary  development.  The 
engineers  agree  that  labor  is  cheap^  efficient,  and  abundant,  that 
plenty  of  timber  is  available  for  mining  purposes  and  for  fuelj  also 
that  the  existence  of  a  sufficient  supply  or  water  for  use  in  providing 
power  is  uncertain. 

The  present  working  are  situated  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  limestone.  On  the  top  of  the  hill 
above  the  old  workings  there  are  small  bands  of  shale  emoedded  with 
the  limestone.  These  dip  about  80  degrees  to  the  southeast,  which  is 
more  or  less  the  general  dip  of  the  limestone  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  ore  deposits,  tnough  it  is  so  disturbed  and  has  so  many  dips,  from 
horizontal  to  vertical,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  any  figures 
as  to  the  true  average  dip  of  the  whole  of  the  limestone. 


The  Japanese  government  engineer  states  that  the  formation  of 
this  part  of  the  country  belongs  to  the  Paleozoic  age,  and  mainly 
consists  of  alternate  strata  of  limestone  and  marl  in  association  witL 
day,  slate,  and  sandstone.  Those  rocks  undergo  the  process  of  the 
contact-metamorphism  by  the  granite  outcropping  at  a  point  over 
three  miles  northeast  of  the  mine,  the  limestone  T)eing  crystallized 
and  producing  tremolite.  Both  the  sandstone  and  the  clay  slate  are 
also  more  or  less  metamorphosed.  The  strata  have  a  strike  from 
south  to  north,  or  from  southwest  to  north-northeast,  and  construct 
folds  dipping  west  or  east  Basalt  takes  an  opposite  course  covering 
the  folds,  or  forms  a  rock  vein  running  through  them. 

The  deposit  is  a  formation  made  in  connection  with  the  ejection  of 
the  basalt,  and  consists  of  chalco-pyrite  in  association  with  pyrrhotite 
and  arsenopyrite,  containing  no  quartz.  As  a  rule  the  border  witii 
the  "coun^"  is  well  defined,  though  some  impregnation  is 
traceable.  Tne  ore  is  called  "  whang  chol, "  or  "  yellow  iron,  ^  and 
the  percentage  of  copper  is  assayed  over  20  per  cent  in  the  first-clasB 
ore,  and  5  per  cent  or  6  per  cent  in  the  second-class,  an  average  of 
about  10  per  cent 

The  following  is  an  assay  by  percentage  of  what  is  considered  a 
common  kind:  Copper  12.07;  iron  45.44;  sulphur  37.40;  silica  0.66. 
Lead,  zinc,  or  other  impurities  are  totally  absent 

HI3T0RT  OF  KAFSAN  MINE. 

The  Japanese  authorities  state  that  this  mine  was  discovered  over 
1,000  years  ago  by  a  Chinese  who  worked  it  without  troubling  him- 
self to  obtain  license  of  the  Korean  Government  Other  authorities 
report  the  mine  as  having  been  first  operated  by  the  natives  less  than 
a  century  ago. 

The  natives  became  acquainted  with  the  richness  of  ihe  deposit  and 
took  over  the  workings  to  continue  it  until  twenty-four  years  ago 
when  the  ownership  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  imperial  treasury. 
It  was  worked  by  the  latter  for  two  years,  during  whidi  period  it  was 
in  a  very  flourisning  condition.  Then  again  the  mine  became  a  private 
concern,  the  imperial  treasury  placing  there,  for  the  purpose  or  super- 
vision and  tax  collection,  a  commissioner,  who  was  con<UtionaUy  an 
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official  contractor  holding  the  post  on  paying  the  imperial  treasury 
a  certain  annual  sum  as  the  revenue  from  the  mine. 

In  1904  Americans  were  granted  the  right  to  operate  at  Kapsan, 
but  this  grant,  as  modified,  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Japanese  pro- 
tectorate until  1908. 

Heretofore  the  native  Kapsan  miners  have  solely  resorted  to 
manual  labor^  using  a  hammer  called  ^^machi'^  and  a  drill  called 
"  chung,*'  until  quite  recently,  when  they  learned  from  foreigners  the 
use  of  powder  and  dynamite. 

Before  the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  greater  part  of  the  output  was 
transported  to  Sin  Chumg,  the  ^rt  of  Puk  Chun^,  thence  to  be 
shipped  to  Wonsan  seaport,  where  it  was  exported  to  Osaka  by  Japa- 
nese merchants.  A  portion  went  overland  to  Pyeng  Yang  or  Puk 
Chon  to  be  made  the  material  for  bronze  casting. 

NATIVE    METHOD    OF  ROASTING   COFFER   ORE. 

The  ore  is  roasted,  smelted  direct,  without  the  addition  of  any 
flux,  in  small  clay  furnaces  and  metallic  copper  is  produced  in  two 
smeltings.  Oxidized  or  especially  rich  ore  is  not  roasted.  The  first 
ore  mined  was  smelted  dir^,  but  when  sulphides  began  to  be  worked 
difficulty  was  experienced  until  the  present  headman  came  from  the 
Kang  Kyei  copper  mine  and  tauj^ht  the  smelters  to  roast  the  ore. 

The  ore  is  roasted  in  small  circular  stalls  built  of  blocks  of  rock 
set  in  clay.  These  are  6  feet  in  diameter  and  4  feet  high.  Roastinjg 
lasts  from  sixteen  to  twenty  days  up  to  a  month.  Nine  cents  worth 
of  firewood  is  used  per  stall  to  ignite  the  ore.  Two  samples  of  roasted 
ore  were  analyzed  as  follows : 


Sulphur... 
Irou  oxide 
Copper — 


No.  1. 


Perct. 
11.00 
66.71 
17.06 


No.  2. 


PereL 
14.82 
62.86 
13.81 


The  roasted  ore  is  smelted  direct,  with  the  addition  of  some  matte 
and  slag  from  the  second  smelting.  This  first  smelting  takes  24 
hours.  Blast  is  provided  by  a  large  wooden  bellows  worked  by  a 
crew  of  6  men.  A  matte  is  produced,  which  remains  in  the  furnace, 
and  a  slag,  which  is  run  off  and  thrown  away.  The  matte  and  slag 
had  the  following  composition : 


Matte. 


No.  1.  '  No.  2. 


Perct. 

16.70 

22.80 

Copper 1    27.82 


Snlphnr. 
Iron. 


Perct. 
17.40 
28.60 
82.28 


Blag. 


Slllcn 

Iron  oxide  (PeO) 

Lime 

Copper  


No.  1. 


Perct. 

22.20 

54.66 

2.40 

2.45 


No.  2. 


Perct. 

28.60 

62.77 

1.80 

Z80 


Second  smelting;  this  operation  lasts  12  hours.  The  matte  pro- 
duced in  the  first  smelting,  the  roasted  ore,  and  furnace  scrapings 
from  the  final  operations  are  melted  to  form  (a)  a  slag  which  runs 
off  and  is  thrown  away;  (b)  a  thick,  clotted  slag,  which  is  scraped 
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out  and  used  again  in  the  first  smelting;  (e?)  a  cake  of  matte,  which 
remains  in  the  furnace;  and  (d)  a  circular  slab  of  metallic  copper, 
which  is  melted  into  a  rectangular  bar,  and  shipped. 

PRICE  OF  LABOR  A19D  SMELTIKG  PROCESS. 

The  smelters  have  each  his  own  smeltery,  where  they  work  a  set  of 
hearths,  usually  employing  6  blast  men.  1  bellows  carpenter,  and 
1  assistant.  In  admtion  to  board  and  lodging  the  carpenter'  gets 
20  cents  per  diem,  the  assistant  17  cents,  ancTthe  blast  men  18  cents, 
when  they  do  a  full  day's  work. 

The  process  is  similar  to  what  is  called  in  Japan  the  old-fa^oned 
** regular  blast"  process.  The  ores  are  first  roasted  in  a  circular 
cauldron  resembling  a  stall.  The  roasted  ores  are  then  treated  in  a 
"  preliminary  hearth,''  filled  with  charcoal,  bv  a  hand  bellows.  The 
mattes  formed  in  this  way  are  removed  to  a  "regular  hearth,''  where 
they  receive  a  finishing  treatment,  being  fused  with  charcoal  and 
firewood.  The  product  of  this  treatment  is  the  coarse  copper.  No 
other  agents  are^  used  in  the^  preliminary  and  regular  hearths  for  the 
fusing,  but,  as  is  common  in  a  process  of  this  kind,  the  undeaned 
slags  lormed  in  the  regular  hearth  are  again  put  into  the  prelimi- 
nary hearth  for  further  treatment. 

As  there  are  so  many  uncertainties,  chiefly  depending  upon  the 
scale  of  operations,  the  process  of  smelting  employed,  and  what  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  for  transport,  and  also  what  amount  of 
stores  have  to  be  brought  in,  only  rough  approzimaticms  can  be  given 
at  this  stage.  The  mining  will  be  cheap,  and  also  ore  transport 
providing  smelters  are  erected  close  to  tne  mine.  The  estimated 
total  cost  of  smelting  is  $7.60  per  ton.  Transport  to  the  coast  can  be 
arranged  for  at  $30  per  ton,  which  includes  both  carrying  copper  to 
the  coast  and  bringing  back  stores. 


BRITISH  EAST  INDIES. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  the  British  East 
Indies,  for  the  years  1907  and  1908,  is  based  upon  reports  received 
from  consuls,  together  with  information  obtained  from  the  Review  of 
the  Trade  of  India,  issued  from  the  office  of  the  director-general  of 
commercial  intelligence,  Calcutta. 

The  striking  feature  brought  out  by  this  review  is  the  small  part 
our  manufacturers  have  in  the  large  imports  of  British  India.  A 
single  important  item  will  suffice  to  illustrate  this  fact.  British  India 
imports  cotton  goods  to  the  value  of  over  155  million  dollars,  yet  the 
United  States  supplies,  according  to  the  returns,  less  than  one-third 
of  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  that  large  amount.  The  imports  of 
kerosene  from  the  United  States  have  decreased,  while  the  value  of 
our  imports  of  jute  is  greater,  the  United  States  being  the  largest 
buyer  of  that  product.    The  direct  imports  from  British  India  in  the 
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last  fiscal  year,  ended  June  30,  1908,  were  in  value  $44,465,398,  a 
decline  of  $14,541,661  from  the  preceding  year.  The  exports  were 
$9,238,202,  an  increase  of  $1,928,059. 

The  year,  until  near  its  close,  was  a  prosperous  one  for  Ceylon. 
During  the  closing  months  the  disturbed  condition  of  finances  in  the 
United  States  affected  the  island  somewhat  unfavorably.  On  the 
whole  the  reported  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Ceylon  shows 
considerable  growth,  although  the  real  volume  of  sales  of  manu- 
factures does  not  appear,  so  much  of  it  being  conducted  through 
European  firms.  Trade  between  Ceylon  and  the  Philippine  Islands 
has  increased  notably,  particularly  the  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the 
islands,  which  in  1907  were  50  per  cent  greater  than  in  1906,  and  over 
1,300  per  cent  greater  than  in  1905. 

Trade  conditions  in  the  Straits  Settlements  were  less  satisfactory, 
local  markets  having  been  considerably  depressed  and  as  a  result 
failures  involving  an  amount  some  50  per  cent  greater  than  in  1906 
were  reported.  The  imports  from  the  United  States,  while  showing 
a  decrease  in  certain  lines,  were  considerably  greater  than  during  1906. 
The  direct  exports  from  the  United  States  to  the  Straits  Settlements 
in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1908,  were  in  value  $2,439,239,  an  in- 
crease of  $933,164  over  the  preceding  year.  The  imports  from  the 
Straits  Settlements  were  $13,186,276,  a  decline  of  $7,714,342. 

The  imports  of  North  Borneo  have  increased.  Cloth,  largely 
supplied  from  Great  Britain,  is  the  largest  item  after  treasure.  Ma- 
chinery and  ironware  are  items  in  which  this  country  might  compete. 


REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  BEITISH  INDIA. 

The  following  statistics  covering  the  foreign  trade  of  British  India 
for  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908,  are  compiled 
from  the  Keview  of  the  Trade  of  India,  issued  from  the  office  of 
the  director-general  of  commercial  intelligence,  Calcutta. 

The  foreign  trade  of  British  India  during  the  fiscal  years  1907  and 
1908  was  as  follows: 


Description. 

1907. 

1908. 

Increase. 

Imports: 

Merchandise 

1361,386,900 
69.925,370 
28,328,692 

$421,297,246 
67,269,966 
89,210,445 

$69,911,846 

Gold 

7,344,606 

Silver 

10,886,753 

Total 

439,634,962 

527,777,657 

88,142,696 

Exports: 

Indian  merchandise 

661,685,746 
11,808,385 
11,980,521 
6,604,877 

662,686,290 

.  12,219,618 

10,981,782 

6,687,497 

1,100.645 

Foreign  merchandise  (re-exports) 

916, 138 

Gold.". \ ' [ 

948,739 

Silver 

83,120 

Total 

691,874,028 

602,525,067 

1,151,059 
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Omitting  gold  and  silver,  deducting  the  reexports  from  the  im- 
ports, the  trade  proper  of  British  £dia  during  the  years  under 
review — ^imports  entered  for  consumption,  and  exports  of  Indian 
products — ^was  as  follows: 


Description. 


1907. 


190&. 


Increase. 


Imports  entered  for  consamption 

«340, 082, 51 5     f409. 077. 728 
561,636,746      602,686.290 

968,996,213 
1,100,545 

Exports  of  Indian  products 

Total 

901,618,260  1    971,714,018 

70,096,758 

IMPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 


The  Statement  following  shows  the  imports  of  the  principal  artides 
into  British  India  during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Cotton    manufac- 
tures: 
Piece  goods- 
Unbleached  . 
Bleached . 
Colored... 

Yams 

All  others 


960,693,040 

28,941,719 

31,015,881 

10,457,136 

6,649,072 


963,000,222 

38,366,565 

35,036,366 

11,981,809 

7,479,810 


Total  cotton 
manufactures 


Iron  and  steel 

Suffar -. 

Rail  way  material 

Machinery  and  mill- 
work  

Hardware  and  cut- 
lerj- 

Mineral  oil 

Woolen  manufac- 
tures   

Provisions 

Boots  and  shoes  . 

Silk  manufactures.. 

Copper 

Glass  and  glassware 

Carriages  and  carts. 

Spices 

Spirits 

Paper  and  paste- 
board  

Silk,  raw 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Anilin  and  alizarin 
dyes 

Tobacco 

Timber , 

Salt 

Chemicals 


132,756,847 


24,653,438 
28,749,342 
13,810,961 

18,784,690 

8,608.852 
7,873,610 

6,657,818 
7,862.127 
6,853,006 
6,920,584 
4,519,618 
8,930,185 
2,979,710 
4,669.406 
8,199,286 

2,698,701 
1,842,455 
2,632,626 

2,430,816 
2,249,296 
2,670,472 
2.166,078 
2,280.808 


165,865,772  I 


31,637,116 
29,936,607 
28,361,633 

21,363,936 

10,269,794 
10,234.249 

\  9:'j.  178 
8,  H^'.>.  r)00 

s.  ;'>M.i,  113 
t■.,'.l'J^^:)03 
(i,t;!<.».:j56 
■l,(^^,,$86 
o,  y^i,  •»6 

i,M',ti.700 
■S,  -'>.vj,  717 

8,219,676 
3,184,460 
2.949,686 

2,741,300 
2,786,919 
2,608,678 
2,602,U7 
2,571,945 


Matches , 

Cotton,  raw , 

Precious  stones  and 
pearls 

Beer 

Coal 

Stationery,  exclud- 
ing paper 

Paints  and  colors, 
and  painters'  ma- 
terials  , 

Arms  and  ammuni- 
tion   , 

Books  and  other 
printed  matter 

Building  materials.., 

Clocks  and  watches.. 

Earthenware  and 
porcelain 

Instruments  and  ap- 
paratus: 

Electrical 

Musical 

Scientific 

Jewelry  and  gold 
and  silver  plate 

Leather  ana  manu- 
factures of  leather. . 

Matches 

Ships  and  parts  of 

Soap 

Tea  chests 

Toys  and  requisites 
for  games 

Umbrellas 

Umbrella  fittings 

All  other  articles . . . . . 

Total 


9^047,823 
1,488,662 

8,029,886 
1,955,869 
1,676,740 

1,810,548 


1,841,400 

934,868 

966,489 

1.616,661 

698,092 

1,266,290 


1,809,079 
666,004 
984,864 

609,066 

1,057,008 
2,047,823 

142,588 
1,047,270 

764,526 

908,528 

611,718 

766.960 

21,669,407 


351,886,900 


92.393,844 
2,901,845 

2,265.083 
1,982.601 
1,925,186 

1,439,610 


2,028,491 

1,581,119 

1,075.009 

1,706,708 

649,190 

1,969,119 


1,592,318 

1,429,777 

903,706 

588,208 

1,248.877 
2,893,344 

968,919 
1,858.667 

878,965 

1,136,865 

647,730 

840,444 

24,606,418 


421,297,246 


In  calling  attention  to  the  foregoing  table  of  imports,  the  director- 
general  says: 

The  most  interesting  features  of  the  above  list,  which  shows  an  advance 
throughout  (over  1907),  are  the  high  percentages  of  Increase  In  raw  silk  and 
railway  materials,  73  per  cent  each;  iron  and  steel,  29  per  cent;  and  cotton 
manufactures,  particularly  white  and  colored  piece  goods,  17  per  cent. 
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REVIEW    OF   LEADING    IMPORTS. 

Nearly  the  entire  imports  of  cotton  manufactures  are  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  the  following  percentages  of  British  goods  in 
the  whole  trade  will  show:  Unbleached  piece  ^oods,  99.5  per  cent; 
bleached  piece  goods,  98.4  per  cent;  colored  piece  goods,  95.1  per 
cent:  cotton  yam,  97  per  cent.  In  tlie  other  manufactures,  handker- 
chiers  in  the  piece,  hosiery,  thread,  etc,  the  percentages  are  not  quite 
so  high. 

In  the  Indian  customs  returns  so  many  articles  are  embraced  under 
the  head  of  hardware  and  cutlery  that  an  explanatory  statement  is 
necessary  for  the  better  understanding  of  this  phase  of  Indian 
trade. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  of  hardware  and 
cutlery  into  British  India  during  the  fiscal  years  1907  and  1908 : 


Articles. 


Cutlery 

Arricultural  Implement) 

Other  implements  and  tools '. 

Enameled  ironware 

Sewing  machines 

Unspecified  hardware 

Total 


1907. 


$457,118 
341,972 
687,529 
610,145 
872,997 
6,289,096 


1906. 


$588,590 
4S0.675 
688,666 
794,476 
870,969 
7,446,449 


8,608,852 


10,269,794 


In  the  ironware  and  cutlery  trade  as  a  whole  the  share  of  the  United 
Kingdom  declined  from  66.9  per  cent  in  1907  to  62.8  per  cent  in  1908, 
although  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  latter  year  were  over  $700,000  greater  than  in  1907.  The  share 
of  Germany  in  this  trade  now  represents  18.4  per  cent  of  the  total. 
The  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  and  brass  has  forced  the  common  people 
to  replace  in  part  their  domestic  utensils  of  those  metals  with  enam- 
eled ironware,  of  which  Germany  supplies  60.7  per  cent  and  Austria- 
Hungary  29.7  per  cent. 

MACHINERY,  RAILWAY  SUPPLIES,  AND  IRON  AND  STEEL. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  classes  of  machinery  imported 
in  1907  and  1908  (fiscal  years  in  all  cases) : 


Machinery  and  mill  work. 


Textile  machinery 

Steam  engines  and  parte 

Electrical  machinery 

Mining  machinery 

Another 

Total 


1907. 


$7,877,614 

4,258,821 

875,970 

6,073,892 


18.784,690 


1906. 


$8,540,705 

4,467,447 

968.667 

258,058 

7,189,158 


21,863,935 


The  increase  in  the  imports  of  machinery  into  India  bears  evidence 
to  the  growing  industrial  activity  of  the  country. 

The  exports  of  machinery  from  the  United  States  to  British  India 
during  the  calendar  year  1907  were  as  follows;  Electric  machinery, 
$254,100:  sewing  machines,  $60,616;  typewriters,  $85,041. 

In  adaition  to  the  values  given  in  the  general  table  showing  the 
imports  of  railway  materials,  which  covered  only  materials  for  pri- 
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vate  railways,  the  imports  for  the  use  of  state  railways  were  valued  at 
$14,243,172  and  $8,448,335  for  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  making  the 
total  imports  of  railway  materials  for  both  years  ^7,554,1^  and 
$32,079,968,  respectivelv.  These  fibres  cover  rolling  stock,  includ- 
ing locomotives.  No  further  details  of  this  large  and  interesting 
branch  of  Indian  trade  are  given.  On  March  81, 1908,  the  length  of 
railway  lines  open  in  India  was  30,286  miles. 

The  total  imports  of  iron  and  steel  during  the  year  ended  March 
31,  1908,  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  from  Belgium  and  Germany  com- 
bined: 


Deecriptlon. 


Total 
imports. 


From  the 

United 
Kingdom. 


From  Bel- 

gam  and 
Brmany. 


Bare 

Sheets  and  plates 

Sheets  and  plates,  galvanixed 

Sheets  and  plates,  tinned 

Hoop 

Angle,  bolt  and  rod 

Angle,  channel,  and  spring 

Beams,  pillars,  girders,  and  bridge  work 

Pipes  and  tabes , 

Nails,  screws,  rivets,  etc 

All  other  sorts 

Total 

Total  in  1907 


Tom. 

188,060 
81,340 
98,818 
17,848 
28,860 

24,257 
61,188 
28.470 
15,548 
128,868 


616,879 
528,726 


IbM. 
20,120 
50,441 
91.707 
17.254 
16,777 
781 
14.201 
86,042 
25,816 
8,238 
71,497 


347,819 
834,802 


Tbnf. 
116.069 
80.601 
1,7S8 


8,869 
2.888 
10,067 
25,121 
1.197 
8.597 
27,663 


227,280 
174.010 


Of  the  imports  in  1908,  341,334  tons  were  steel,  of  which  137,745 
tons  were  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  171,542  tons  from  Bel- 
gium and  Germany ;  iron  imports  amounted  to  275,545  tons,  of  which 
209,574  tons  were  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  55,738  tons  from 
Bel^um  and  Germany.  The  imports  of  both  classes  into  Briti^ 
India  in  1908  from  the  United  Elingdom  and  from  Belgium  and  Ger- 
many leave  only  42,271  tons  for  all  other  coimtries,  showing  how 
closely  the  three  countries  come  to  monopolizing  this  great  branch  of 
Indian  trade. 

Of  the  imports  of  pipes  and  tubes,  according  to  the  official  returns, 
$173,246  worth  was  imported  from  the  United  States.  This  is  the 
only  class  of  iron  and  steel  goods  wherein  the  United  States  is  men- 
tioned as  taking  part  in  the  trade.  According  to  American  official 
returns,  the  exports  of  pipes  and  fittings  from  the  United  States  to 
India  aurinff  the  calendar  year  1907,  which  should  agree  very  closely 
with  the  Indian  fiscal  year  1908,  amounted  to  $1,253,232,  which  go 
to  show  that  a  large  portion  of  these  articles  was  credited  to  some 
other  country. 

CIGABETTES  AND  KEROSENE. 

Under  the  head  of  tobacco,  cigarettes  compose  the  chief  portion  of 
the  exports,  the  imports  of  these  being  as  follows  during  the  two 
years:  1907,  2,912,841  pounds,  valued  at  $1,491,583,  and  1908,  8,634,- 
192  pounds,  valued  at  $1,985,532.  Of  this  trade  the  report  states 
that  $1,406,904  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1908,  and  $378,126 
from  the  United  States  during  the  same  year,  and  adds  that  ^^  these 
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figures  do  not  correctly  represent  the  proportion  of  English  and 
.^erican  made  cigarettes  imported." 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  of  kerosene  into  Brit- 
ish India  in  1907  and  1908  and  the  comitries  whence  imported: 


Whence  Imported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  States 

28  00 
2  W 
1  00 
6           00 

10           00 

8           00 

00 

24  00 
9  00 
7  00 
6  00 
2           00 

16  00 
00 

18,961,696 
801,728 
116.796 
620,716 
1,099.829 
869,854 
4,867 

$8,893,200 

RlUMlf^ 

liSJiwi 

Borneo.. 

686,176 

Straits  Settlements 

606,116 

SnmatTA ....   - . , 

228,726 

Roumania 

1, 616, 678 

Other  countries 

Total  foreign 

63,088,000  1  65,481,000 

6,865,882 

8,054,066 

Burma  coastwise 

61,834,000  1  6S.fi80.000 

7,119,690 

7,868,282 



The  United  States  has  not  maintained  the  proportion  (54  per  cent) 
of  the  total  imports  of  kerosene  it  held  a  year  ago,  and  Bomnania  has 
stepped  into  second  place. 

Of  bulk  oil,  which  amomited  to  75.6  per  cent  of  the  whole,  Rouma- 
nia contributed  31.7  per  cent;  the  Umted  States,  20  per  cent;  Rus- 
sia, 17  per  cent;  and  Borneo,  16  per  cent.  Of  the  forei^  case  oil 
imported  the  United  States  supplied  90.4  per  cent.  The  miports  of 
mineral  oils,  mainly  for  lubricating,  show  a  large  increase  in  1908, 
but  no  information  is  given  as  to  their  origin. 

SUGAB  PRODUCTION   AND   IMPORTS. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  1908,  2,620,700  acres  were  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  of  cane,  which  yielded  4,596,256,000  pounds  of 
sugar,  this  article  is  still  one  of  the  leading  imports  of  the  coimtry. 
The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  or  sugar  into  British 
India  during  the  fiscal  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908,  quantities  being 
given  in  hundredweights  (1  hundredweight=112  pounds) : 


Whence  imported. 


1906. 


1907. 


1906. 


Cane  sugar : 

Maaritina 

China 

Java 

Straits  Settlements 
United  Kingdom . . 
All  other  countries 

Total 

Beet  sugar: 

Austria-Hnngary . . 

Germany 

United  Kingdom . . 
All  other  countries 

Total 

Grand  total 

Value 


CwL 

2,018,012 
ISO,  628 

1,686,008 
150,876 
106,860 
176,051 


4.262,929 


2,840,717 
712,440 
177.682 
202,423 


8,443,262 


7,096,191 


Owt 

2,810,028 
51,279 
8,804,866 
40,745 
109,776 
U0,660 


5,926,848 


1,617,160 

2,001,316 

67,267 

118,091 


8,808.881 


9,780,682 


124,833,136 


Owt. 

2,600,099 
61,921 

6,507,754 
87,896 
16,532 
26,689 


9,250,841 


696,172 
78,507 
9,360 
11,021 


794,060 


10.044,901 


928,749,342  1      929,935,607 
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The  small  imports  of  beet  sugar  in  1908  were  due  to  the  shortage 
of  the  crops  in  Germany  and  Austria,  especially  in  the  former.  The 
large  general  increase  m  the  imports  of  1908  was  due  to  a  partial 
failure  of  the  home  crop  on  account  of  drought.  It  seems  that  India 
will  continue  to  import  sugar  in  increasing  quantities,  as  official  esti- 
mates report  that  India  "  as  a  producer  islosing  rather  than  gaining 
groimd.'^ 

BEER,  SPIRITS,   AND   WINE. 

The  liquor  imports  into  British  India  are  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, and  seem  to  be  steadily  increasing.  There  is  no  reason  why 
American  producers  in  these  lines  should  not  be  able  to  secure  a  share 
of  this  trade,  and  to  enable  them  to  appreciate  the  composition  and 
value  thereoi  the  following  statement,  showing  the  imports  during 
the  last  two  years,  has  been  compiled  from  the  official  report: 


Description. 

Qoai 
1907. 

itlty. 

Value. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

Beer 

QaUons. 
4,926,618 
1,488.861 
829,342 

OalloTM. 
4,889,171 
1,660,292 
847,077 

$1,966,359 

8»  199,286 

866,445 

$1,982,601 

3,582.717 

929,966 

Spirits 

Wine 

Total , 

6,744,216 

6,896,640 

6.011,040 

6,495,184 

The  beer  trade  is  nearly  controlled  by  British  brewers;  British 
beer  figuring  for  91.4  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1908,  German  beer 
for  7.7  per  cent,  and  all  other  beer  0.9  per  cent. 

In  regard  to  whence  the  spirits  are  imported  the  report  gives  the 
following  statement,  showing  the  imports  during  the  last  three  fiscal 
years: 


Whence  Imported. 


United  Kingdom 

Franoe 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Total 

Issued  from  Indian  distilleries 


1906. 


GaUojis. 
827,511 
280,702 
197,912 
315,367 


1,621,492 
9,288,013 


1907. 


Gallon*. 
766,686 
266,472 
198,676 
271,628 


1,488,361 
8.258,283 


1908. 


GaUoru. 
815,860 
306,473 
210,112 
327,  W7 


1,660,292 
9,052,788 


The  foregoing  imported  spirits  includes  potable  and  nonpotable 
spirits.  The  following  statement  shows  the  potable  spirits  imported 
miring  the  years  given : 


Description. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

WhJsky 

OaUon». 
649,395 
406,123 
79,088 
75.725 
175,119 

QalloM. 
692,514 
338,957 

,    68,676 
65,679 
143,126 

636,834 

Brandy ..         

399.603 

Gin 

77,189 

Rum 

71,488 

All  other 

147,496 

Total 

1,385,460 

1,208,750 

1,S31,505 
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No  further  statistics  covering  the  wine  trade  than  that  already 
stated  are  given  in  the  official  report. 

MOTORS  AND  MOTOR  CYCLES. 

Carriages  and  carts,  which  include  motor  cars  and  motor  cycles, 
fihow  a  OTeat  expansion.  The  value  of  motor  cars  and  motor  cycles 
imported  during  the  fiscal  years  1906, 1907,  and  1908  was  as  follows: 
$1,132,800,  $1,449,432,  $2,058,315. 

Musical  instruments  increased  from  $665,970  in  1907  to  $1,430,750 
in  1908.  This  increase  was  chiefly  due  to  the  large  imports  of  gramo- 
phones, which,  "  now  that  vernacular  records  are  available,"  are  be- 
coming increasingly  popular,  particularly  in  Bengal.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  American  makers  of  CTamophones  are  interested  in 
developing  this  new  branch  of  musicaftrade  in  India,  but  the  official 
reports  give  no  further  information  in  this  regard. 

EXPORTS  OF  INDIAN  MERCHANDISE. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  Indian  merchandise 
by  principal  articles  during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and 
1908: 


Articlea. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cotton 

971,805,418 
60,116,874 
50,W8.753 
87,098,752 
42,247,019 
49,786,228 

89,477,981 
81,981,664 
26,486,222 
80,198,092 
10,867,827 
7,872,686 

S88,387,478 
65,986,818 
69,363,513 
58,309,916 
54,,S63,951 
85,530,316 

34.930,276 
88,417,769 
29,671,060 
28,186,642 
18,246,618 
6,824,298 

Pulse,   millets,   and 
cereals 

g4,17:^(J23 

z,sy.\.m 

2,  J'i",.28 
'2.^'.>^.  174 
'2.]  11,:^ 
'J.'JJd.'.llO 

1 ,  y.">:i.  412 
3r'  -  N  H81 

Rice 

86,566,854 
3,658,101 
2,784,120 
2,682,375 
2,447,859 
2.069,190 
2,067,289 
1,709.604 

35,292,260 

Jote  manufactures . . 

Coffee 

Jute,  raw 

Oils 

Seeds 

Wood  and  timber.... 
Provisions 

Hides  and  skins 

Cotton   yarn  and 
cloth 

Silk 

Indiffo 

Tea 

Spioes 

Wheat  and  flour 

All  other  articles 

Total 

T,ftc. ,-,---„-,,, 

661,535,745 

562,636.290 

Wool 

REVIEW   OF   LEADING   EXPORTS. 


As  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  table,  cotton  is  the  leading  export 
from  British  India.  It  will,  therefore,  be  of  interest  to  the  -^erican 
cotton  producers  to  know  the  countries  wherein  the  Indian  product 
finds  consumption  and  to  what  extent  it  may  compete  with  the 
American-^rown  fiber. 

The  official  report  states  that  the  estimated  yield  of  Indian  cotton 
in  1908  was  4,932,700  bales  of  400  pounds  each,  or  a  total  of  1,973,- 
080,000  pounds.  This  was  a  favorable  showing  as  compared  with 
the  year  1907,  but,  adds  the  report,  "  the  average  yield  per  acre  works 
out  only  88  pounds  of  cleaned  cotton,  which  is  less  than  half  the 
estimated  average  per  acre  in  America.'' 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  Indian  cotton  in  the 
fiscal  years  190f  and  1908,  by  countries: 


Whither  exported. 


1907. 


1908. 


Europe: 

Qermanj 

Belgium 

Italy 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

United  Kingdom 
Spain 

Total  to  Europe 

Japan 

China 

All  other  countries  . . 

Total 


Pounds. 
186.256,000 
128,424.000 
98.888.000 
69,328,000 
62,720,000 
50.624,000 
15,568.000 


Pounds. 
210.560,000 
140.448,000 
118,720,000 
69.664.000 
70.000,000 
60.786.000 
17,584,000 


601,808.000 

193.638.000 

18.592,000 

14,874.000 


677,712,000 

251.440.000 

15.220.000 

14,572,000 


828,912,000 


968,944,000 


The  official  report,  commenting  on  the  foregoing  statement,  says: 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  bulk  of  the  shipments  go  to  the  Ck>iitlDeiit 
and  the  Far  East,  and  that  Lancashire  depends  to  an  Insignificant  extoit 
upon  Indian  cotton. 


Year. 


Quantity  in 
hundred- 
weights 012 
pounds). 


Value. 


Average  de- 
clared value 
per  hundred- 
weight. 


1906 
1907 
1906. 


7,899,000 
7,401,000 
8.562,000 


t69,240,662 
71.805,418 
83,887,478 


19.37 
9.63 
9.74 


The  exports  from  the  several  provinces  in  1908  were  as  follows, 
in  hundredweights:  Bombay,  5,922,000;  Sind,  1,127,000;  Madras, 
1,052,000;  Bengal,  354,000;  Burmah,  106,000;  Eastern  Bengal  and 
Assam,  1,000. 


JUTE  AND  JUTE  GOODS. 


Jute  manufactures  and  raw  jute  are  third  and  fourth,  respectively, 
on  the  export  list  of  India. 

It  was  estimated  that  in  1907-8,  3,883,000  acres  were  under  jute  in 
India,  the  output  being  estimated  at  3,834,230,000  pounds,  home  con- 
sumption 1,680,000,000  pounds,  leaving  an  available  surplus  for  ex- 
port of  2,154,320,000  pounds.  Of  the  expoi-ts  of  raw  jute  in  1907-8— 
1,589,504,000  pounds — the  quantities  exported  to  the  leading  countries 
were  as  follows,  in  pounds :  United  Kingdom,  611,136,848 ;  Germany, 
331,186,464;  United  States,  221,922,960;  France,  195,593,888;  Austria- 
Hungary,  101,596,992:  Italy,  61,046,720;  Spain,  34,615,376.  This  is 
a  good  pointer  as  to  the  countries  wherein  the  jute  industry  is  bein^ 
prosecuted,  and  the  relative  conditions  of  the  industry  in  the  sevenu 
countries. 
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Jute  goods  are  third  on  the  list  of  Indian  exports,  being  exceeded 
by  only  cotton  and  rice.  The  following  statement  shows  the  exports 
of  jute  bags  and  jute  cloth  during  the  fiscal  years  1907  and  1908: 


Year. 

Bags. 

Cloth. 

Total  value. 

Number. 

Value. 

Yards. 

Value. 

1907 

257,683 
293,029 

123,886,117 
27,496,725 

696,068 
789,866 

126,794,949 
81,447,283 

(60,631,066 

1908 

58,942,968 

iDcrease 

35,346 

3,669,608 

98,788 

4,652,281 

8,311,892 

The  largest  buyer  of  Indian  jute  fabrics  is  the  United  States, 
which,  in  the  language  of  the  report,  "  because  of  her  heavy  import 
duty  on  made  bags,  takes  her  supplies  chiefly  in  cloth."  The  exports 
of  cloth  and  bags  to  the  United  States  in  1907-8  was  as  follows: 
Bags,  $2,584,112;  cloth,  $18,973,584,  or  60.8  per  cent  of  the  whole 
exports. 


The  exports  of  seeds,  according  to  the  official  reports,  represent  22.1 
per  cent  of  the  whole  exports  of  Indian  raw  products,  and  with  an 
msignificant  exception  are  oil  seeds. 

Ine  description  and  value  of  the  several  kinds  of  seeds  exported  in 
the  fiscal  years  1907  and  1908  are  as  follows  (cwt.=112  pounds) : 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Va 

ue. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

Linseed 

4,379,000 
3,729,000 

4,as,s,cioo 

2,711,(100 
l,72r.,(fl0 
l,r.or),ifl0 

]i;t;jO0 

(Jvfta. 
6.198,000 
6,843,000 
4,250,000 
1,553,000 
1,524,000 
1,994,000 
1,267,000 
1.066.000 

),'JM,:389 

s/2'M,  lis 
l.U7;i/J60 
a.7o;j..«)6 
■j,i;n,522 
l,::i(i,(l28 

^5.528.000 

Rape      

14,084,896 

Cotton 

4,267,900 

Sesamum 

5,489,402 

Groundnut 

8,820,202 

Castor       

4,866,559 

Poppy 

4,063,527 

Another 

2,488,464 

Total 

19,736,000 

23,185,000 

42,247,019 

64,553,951 

The  principal  countries  to  which  seeds  are  exported  from  India, 
in  the  order  named,  are  as  follows :  Linseed,  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  Germany,  and  Italy;  rape  seed  to  Germany ,  United  Kingdom, 
and  France;  sesamum  and  poppy  seed  to  France,  Belgium,  and  United 
Kingdom;  cotton  seed  and  castor  seed  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
groundnuts  to  France.  The  shipments  of  cotton  seed  to  the  United 
Kingdom  represent  85.7  per  cent  of  the  whole  export. 
9108— c  R  1907— VOL  1 33 
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SILK,  SANDALWOOD,  HIDES  AND  SKINS,  AND  LACE. 

The  exports  of  reeled  silk  (mulberry  and  wild)  were  as  follows  in 
1907  and  1908: 


Whither  exported. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1907.              1908. 

1907.               1906. 

1 

United  States 

Pounds. 

47,610 
210,828 
487,073 

82.148 

Pounds. 

•29,072 
219,712 
466,849 

16,100 

$136,262 

683,851 

1,119,392 

156,448 

185,547 

United  Kingdom 

541,801 

France 

1,106,768 

Other  countries 

39.642 

Total 

777,654  1        730,733 

1,996,453  1      1,778,743 

The  chief  foreign  markets  for  sandalwood  are  Germany,  the 
United  States,  and  France.  Sandalwood  is  a  monopoly  of  the  State 
of  Mysore. 

The  quantities  of  tanned  hides,  sheepskins,  and  goatskins  shipped 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  in  1907  and  1908 
were  as  follows : 


Description. 

1907. 

1908. 

United         United 
Kingdom.       States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

United 
States. 

Hides 

Owts.             Owls. 

202,112            13,957 
42,450            13,894 
69,4.%  1          13,280 

CwU. 

126,132 
46,988 
78,102  • 

OwU. 
1,265 

Sheepskins 

Goatskins 

11, 181 
8,128 

Total 

314,018            41,131 

246, 172  1 

20,574 

It  must  not  be  assumed  from  the  foregoing  statement  that  there 
was  any  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  Indian  hides  and  skins  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  greater  portion  of  such  products  is  received 
in  the  United  States  through  the  United  Kingdom.  The  official 
report,  alluding  to  this  phase  of  the  trade,  says :  "  The  United  King- 
dom received  95.9  per  cent  of  tanned  hides  and  80.7  per  cent  of 
tanned  skins,,  and  continues  a  distributing  agent  for  the  American 
market." 

The  exports  of  manufactured  lace  to  the  United  States  in  1907-8 
amounted  to  $4,360,484,  the  largest  export  of  this  product  to  any 
single  country. 
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IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  from  and 
to  the  several  countries,  as  given  in  the  oflScial  reports  for  the  years 
ended  March  31,  1906, 1907,  and  1908 : 


Imi)orH  anrl  exports. 


1906.  1907. 


Imports:  i  , 

United  Kingdom '  $233,011,700    $234,569,166 

British  possessions i      25.202,926        27,048,837 

Foreign  countries 8">,924.540       89,777,907 


1908. 


9281,120,022 
80,918,134 
109,259,090 


Total 344.139,166  1    351,885,900  |      421,297,246 


Exports  (includingr  reexports):  i 

United  Kingdom im, 973,281  154,901,818 

British  possessions ,  108,661,926  105,568,313 

Foreign  countries 284,132,047  812,368,969 


148,256.791 
96,509,066 
328,090,962 


Total i    624.667,204  1    572,839,130  1      674,856,808 


It  will  be  seen  bv  the  foregoing  statement  that  nearly  67  per  cent  of 
the  imports  into  India  are  from  the  United  Kingdom,  while  a  little 
less  than  26  per  cent  of  Indian  exports  go  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
When  the  further  fact  is  taken  into  account  that  nearly  all  the  exports 
into  India  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  made  up  of  advanced 
manufactures,  while  the  exports  of  Indian  products  thereto  are 
mainly  raw  materials  necessary  to  British  industries,  it  can  be  safely 
said  that  this  Indian  trade  is  the  most  profitable  trade  of  any  single 
country  with  which  the  United  Kingdom  has  commercial  relations. 

It  is  regretable  that  the  official  Indian  report  does  not  give  the  im- 
ports and  exports  with  "foreign  countries"  separately,  merely 
grouping  the  imports  and  exports  under  the  head  of  "  Trade  of  India 
with  the  principal  countries."  This  arranffement  does  not  permit  any 
comparisons  to  be  made  of,  for  instance,  what  constitutes  the  imports 
from  and  exports  to  the  United  States,  a  matter  of  prime  importance, 
for  a  showing  of  both  branches  of  the  trade  would  enable  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  to  see  what  a  very  small  figure  they  cut 
in  the  Indian  import  trade,  as  compared  with  the  ngure  cut  by 
American  importers  of  Indian  products.  It  is  not  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  give  a  detailed  statement  showing  the  trade  of  India,  imports 
and  exports  combined,  with  foreign  countries.  In  the  total  trade,  the 
United  States  stands  third  on  the  list — ^the  United  Kingdom  not  in- 
cluded—Germany and  China  standing  first  and  second,  respectively. 
The  trade  of  India  with  the  United  States  in  1907-8,  according  to 
Indian  returns,  amounted  to  $54,407,470,  or  5.5  per  cent  of  the  total 
trade.  As  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  fell  off  from  10.9  to  8.6  per  cent  of  the  total  exports, 
but,  the  report  adds,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  gained  2 
and  3  points,  respectively. 
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DIRECT  TRADE  OP  THE  UKITED  STATES  WITH  BRITISH  INDIA* 

According  to  the  printed  returns  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  the  direct  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  British  India  during  the  calendar  year  1907  was  as 
follows :  Imports  from  India,  $57,132,936 ;  exports  to  India,  $8,217,721. 
As  compared  with  the  year  1906,  these  figures  show  an  increase  in 
imports  of  $2,180,592,  and  an  increase  in  the  exports  of  $1,693,054. 

The  principal  imports  from  India  during  the  year  1907  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Coffee.          

11,420,960 

1,716,869 

8,200,869 

818,696 

8,186,643 

Jute  rnanufactnrffl 

$28,106,560 

Hides  and  skins: 

Spices,  unground 

2,150,631 

Hides.            

Tea 

1,196,876 

Goatskins 

All  other  articles 

10, 387,  OSS 

IndiA  rubber 

Total 

Juie 

67,182,n6 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  direct  imports,  large  amounts  of 
Indian  products  are  received  via  the  United  Kingdom,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  this  indirect  trade. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  direct  exports  from  the  United 
States  to  British  India  during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles. 


Agricultaral  implements 

Books 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 

Chemicals 

Cotton  goods 

Fish,  canned 

rruits 

Hops 

Bunders'  hardware 

Machinery: 

Electric 

Sewing 

Typewriters 


Value. 


$50,420 
27,120 
36,586 

124,866 

309,509 
62,692 
34,378 
6.424 

197,201 

254,100 
50,616 
85,  Ml 


Articles. 


Value. 


Musical  instruments '  t25.255 

Pipes  and  fittings 1,263,232 

Tobacco  manufactures: 

Cigarettes 875,260 

Plug 86,176 

Oils: 

Illuminating 2,900,271 

Lubricating 1,160,635 

All  other  articles 689.139 

Total 8,217,721 


A  glance  at  the  foregoing  statements  shows  the  insignificant  fijgure 
which  our  manufacturers  and  exporters  cut  in  the  trade  of  India  as 
compared  with  that  of  Indian  producers  in  the  trade  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  especially  the  more  remarkable  when  the  trade  op- 
portunities which  India  offers  for  American  exploitation  are  taken 
into  consideration.  For  instance,  in  1907  our  exports  of  cotton  man- 
ufactures to  India  amounted  to  only  $309,509,  while  the  imports  of 
cotton  goods  into  India  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1908, 
amounted  to  $155,865,772.  There  is  no  vital  reason  why,  if  the  mar- 
ket were  properly  and  persistently  cultivated,  American  cotton  goods 
could  not  find  consumption  to  the  extent  of  many  millions  of  dollars 
in  India.  The  same  holds  good,  more  or  less,  in  regard  to  the  larger 
number  of  manufactures  imported  into  India. 

On  the  whole,  British  India  offers  to  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  as  large  and  fair  a  field  for  increasing  American  trade  as 
perhaps  is  offered  by  any  other  country. 
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BOMBAY. 

By  CJoNSUL  E.  Haldeman  Dennison. 

The  total  trade  of  Bombay  during  the  years  ended  March  31, 1905, 
1906,  and  1907,  exclusive  of  government  stores  and  re-exports — 
imports  entered  for  consumption  and  exports  of  Indian  products — 
was  as  follows : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Imports 

$109,959,776 
138,476,221 

$121,731,306 
152,446,924 

$126,848,760 

Exports - 

142,542,784 

Total 

248,435,996 

274,178,230 

269,891,584 

The  exports  from  Bombay  are  limited  to  a  few  heads  or  classes, 
and  when  one  of  these  declines  the  whole  export  returns  show  a  rela- 
tive decline,  as  was  the  case  in  1907,  which  was  a  very  bad  wheat 
year.  There  is  always  a  fluctuating  trade  in  Bombay,  and  poor  crops, 
in  the  supplying  districts  brought  exports  down  from  $5,500,780,  in 
]  906,  to  $750,795  in  1907.  It  was  also  a  poor  opium  year  for  Bombay, 
owing  to  the  shifting  of  the  center  of  the  trade  to  Calcutta,  and  to 
poor  crops  in  the  Malwa  district.  There  was  a  large  falling  off  in 
the  yam  trade,  mainly  with  China,  but  the  returns  show  the  begin- 
ning of  a  brisker  trade  with  Europe  and  the  Levant,  which  has  feen 
of  great  assistance  to  Bombay  spinners  during  the  China  slump. 

Although  the  imports  were  heavy,  and  the  manganese  ore  trade  has 
come  to  stay  and  to  grow,  1907  can  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  really 
progressive  year,  having  regard  to  the  stirring  commercial  times 
through  which  India  is  passing.  There  were,  nevertheless,  certain 
tendencies  which  indicate  a  healthy  industrial  growth.  The  imports 
of  machinery  and  millwork  were  unprecedently  heavy  and  the  re- 
ceipts of  railway  plant  were  larger  than  ever  before.  There  has  also 
been  a  substantial  development  in  the  production  of  yarns  of  higher 
counts.  Another  sign  or  industrial  activity  is  the  growing  demand 
for  coal,  the  imports  of  which — almost  entirely  from  tne  United  Eang- 
dom — were  considerably  larger  in  spite  of  a  large  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  the  domestic  article. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  almost  simultaneously,  India  has  made 
herself  largely  independent  of  foreign  supplies  in  the  two  sources  of 
power  and  light — coal  and  kerosene.  Burma  now  supplies  this  port 
with  more  kerosene  than  comes  from  any  foreign  country,  whereas, 
a  few  years  ago,  India  had  to  look  to  foreign  countries  for  both. 

The  manganese  ore  trade  grows  apace,  and  the  importance  of 
Bombay  in  it  increases.  There  is  a  splendid  opening  here  for  a 
smelting  plant  where  the  ore  could  be  reduced  betore  shipment,  and 
thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  shipping  50  per  cent  of  waste  to  Europe 
and  America. 
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IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  by  articles  into  Bombay 
during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1905,  1906,  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


Percental 
of  each  ar> 

tiele  In  the 
total  trade. 


Cotton  manufactures 

Sugar 

Metals ; 

Silk  manufactures 

Wool,  and  manufacturer  of . 
Machinery  and  mill  work. . . 
Oils. 


Hardware  and  cutlery 

Provisions 

Apparel 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials. 

Raw  cotton 

Liquors 

Raw  silk 

Jewelry  a 

Glass  and  glassware 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Articles  by  past 

Wood,  and  munufacturcH  ol 

Coal. 


Paper  and  pasteboard 

DrugH,  meaicinea,  etc 

Spites 

A  nimals,  living 

Carriages  and  carts 

RtUlway  plant  and  rolling  stock  . 

Instrumenta  and  apparatus 

Ivory  

Pai  n  ts  and  colors 

Stationery 

Chemicals 

Tea  . 


Matches 

Books  and  other  printed  matter. 

Leather  and  manufactures  of 

Hides  and  skins 

Gums  and  resins 

Soap. 


Toys,  etc 

Earthen  and  porcelain  wnre 

Building  and  engineering^  materials 

Clocks  and  watches 

Tobacco  

Flax  and  manufactures  of 

Umbrellas 

Cabinet  ware  and  furniture 

Fireworks 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc 

Tallow 

Rubber 

Hops. 


Jute,  and  manufactures  of. 

Grain  and  pulse 

Cordage  and  rope 

Oilcloth  and  floor  cloth  — 

Candles 

Artworks 

Seeds  

All  t'ther  articles 


Total 109,9o9,775 


•Jewelry  proper,  in  1907,  ?315,000 ;  unset  pearls,  chiefly,  $2,016,453. 
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IMPORTS  OF  FOODS  AND  DRINKS. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  of  the  several  articles 
of  food  and  drink : 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


Sugar :  $9,784,806 

Provisions I  2,726,169 

Liquors 1,963,974 

Spices !  1,006,848 

Tea 508,569 

Grain  and  pulse 98, 819 

Hops 97,918 

Otherartlcles 131,669 

Total 16,818,661 


$10,102,883 

2,989,661 

2,108,373 

1,058,468 

491.829 

640,684 

87,042 

236,196 


17,669,685 


1907. 


$10,029,795 

8.145,658 

1,939,116 

1,177,618 

442,107 

669,818 

41,834 

150,164 


17,586,000 


It  is  remarkable  that  the  imports  of  sugar  should  be  so  excessive 
in  a  country  which  possesses  such  a  large  area  of  land  suitable  for 
cane  cultivation.  There  is  a  large  area  under  cane,  but  the  mode  of 
its  cultivation  and  manufacture  weakens  its  power  of  ccnnpetition 
with  the  imported  article.  Central  factories  modernly  equipped  are 
much  needed.  Although  the  value  of  the  imports  in  1907  was  less 
than  in  1906,  the  quantity  was  12  per  cent  greater,  owing  to  the 
drop  in  prices,  in  consequence  of  the  abundant  crops  in  the  pro- 
ducmg  countries,  Mauritius  (over  one-half  the  total  imports),  Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary,  and  Java. 

The  two  chief  articles  entered  under  the  head  of  provisions  are 
dates  from  Muscat  and  almonds  from  France.  The  increase  shown 
in  1907  was  due  to  the  large  date  crop  in  Muscat,  for  the  high  prices 
of  almonds  restricted  their  import. 

Under  the  subhead  of  liquors  come  spirits,  more  than  half  the 
total  imports,  ale,  beer,  cider,  and  wines.  The  United  Kingdom 
controls  64  per  cent  of  this  trade. 

METALS  AND  METAL  MANUFACTURES. 

The  imports  grouped  under  this  head  cover  a  large  class  of  manu- 
factures, as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement  showing  the  im- 
ports into  Bombay  in  1906  and  1907 : 


Artideaand  whence 
imported. 

190G. 

1907. 

United  Kingdom: 

Cutlery 

Sewing  machines 

Agricul  turali  m  p  1  e- 

mentB 

Other  Implements 

and  tools 

m3.912 
93,187 

28,640 

108,269 

1 

r  05, 140  1 
102,660  1 

23,195  1 

120,281  1 

1,598.163 

Hardware  and  other 
manufactures 

1,838,879 

Total 

1,677,887 

1,949,439 

Germany. 

493,803 
186,616 
193, 814 

706,186 
173, 151 
2M,841 
123,634 
169,058 

Aufltrla-Hnngary » .  ^ 

Belgium 

United  States 

107,989 
108,452 

Othercountiiea 

Total 

Grand  total 

1,090,624  1    1,525,869  { 

2,768,411 

3,375,308  ^ 

Articles. 


1906. 


Metals: 

Brass 

$95,349 

3,129,667 

233,250 

2,258,761 

79,213 

69,609 

3,789,077 

222,050 

184,783 

72,697 

8113,449 

Copper 

German  nil  ver 

Iron 

Lead 

Quicksilver 

Steel 

Tin 

2,677,477 

248,466 

8,084,822 

56.788 

6C,H67 

3,499,216 

390,899 

Zinc 

255.383 

Other  metals 

'      90,796 

Total  metals 

10,134,456 

10,485,168 
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Under  the  head  of  hardware  and  other  manufactures  enameled 
ware  is  included,  the  imports  of  which  in  1907,  $268,350,  were  more 
than  double  those  of  1906.  The  most  striking  feature  of  this  trade  is 
the  large  increase  in  imports  from  Germany.  German  enameled  ware 
sdls  at  very  low  prices.  This  trade  is  liable  to  grow  to  important 
proportions,  as  the  continued  high  price  of  brass  and  copper  for  the 
past  few  years  is  resulting  in  the  natives  gradually  substituting  Ger- 
man and  Austrian  ware  for  their  domestic  utensils  of  the  former 
metals.  Germany  and  Austria  control  this  trade  between  them,  and 
our  manufacturers  should  endeavor  to  produce  this  class  of  goods  at 
such  a  price  that  it  could  compete  favorably  with  that  from  the  Conti- 
nent or  Europe. 

VARIATIONS  IN  IMPORTS. 

Metals,  wrought-iron  bars,  beams,  pillars,  and  rirders  show  a  sub- 
stantial advance.  Tubes  and  pipes,  though  only  a  little  over  last  year 
in  quantity,  show  an  advance  of  about  $100,000  in  value.  There  is  a 
substantial  advance  of  $584,000  in  sheets  and  plates,  the  imports 
amounting  to  $1,649,000  in  1907,  98  per  cent  of  which  is  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  This  increase  is  almost  entirely  made 
up  of  galvanized  corrugated  iron  sheets,  the  imports  of  which  have 
advanced  to  the  very  large  figure  of  $1,452,000,  or  47  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports  of  iron,  indicative  of  the  huge  progress  in  building 
operations,  of  the  kind  in  which  this  form  of  sheeting  is  so  mu(£ 
used.  There  has  been  a  drop  in  steel  of  13}  per  cent  in  quantity, 
though  the  decline  in  value  is  only  10  per  cent,  owing  to  the  higher 
range  of  prices.  There  are  heavy  drops  in  bar  and  plates  and  dieet 
imports.  Beams,  girders,  and  pillars,  however,  show  an  advance,  but 
the  principal  advance  has  been  m  hoop,  which  shows  that  the  produc- 
tion of  cloth  in  the  local  mills  is  increasing.  Imports  of  hoop  from 
the  United  States  increased  from  $121,650  to  $171,300  in  1907. 

Machinery  and  millwork  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $8,596,000 
in  1907,  an  increase  of  nearly  $3,000,000  over  the  j)rece(iing  year. 
Continued  expansion  of  the  local  mill  industry  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  textile  machinery  and  steam  engines  absorbed  $5,600,000 
of  the  total  imports.  Electrical  machinery  and  appliances  advanced 
from  $179,000  in  1906  to  $374,000  in  1907,  indicative  of  the  spread  of 
electrical  appliances  in  Bombay.  The  United  Kingdom  has  practi- 
cally a  monopoly  of  the  millwork  and  machinery  trade,  and  out  of  the 
total  imports,  $8,596,173,  its  share  was  $8,200,000,  or  about  96  per 
cent.  The  imports  from  Germany  amounted  to  $150,000,  mostly  in 
other  descriptions  of  machinery,  and  from  the  United  States,  $105,- 
000,  also  mostly  in  other  descriptions. 

The  proCTessive  expansion  in  the  imports  of  railway  material  con- 
tinues. Or  the  total  imports,  $3,023,753,  the  United  Kingdom  ab- 
sorbs 91  per  cent,  including  all  the  locomotives,  valued  at  $717,000,  an 
advance  of  123  per  cent  over  last  year. 

Wooden  sleepers,  which  have  ffone  up  from  $143,000  to  $200,000, 
are  entirely  from  Australia,  which  lately  has  been  pushing  this  trade. 

CHEMICALS,  MEDICINES,  DYES,  ETC. 

Under  this  head  is  grouped  chemicals,  drugs,  medicines,  dyeing  and 
tanning  materials,  and  mineral  oils.  The  total  imports  under  this 
head  amounted  to  $4,647,350  in  1907. 
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In  drugs  and  medicines  there  was  an  increase  of  22  per  cent  in  the 
imports  over  those  of  1906^  which  occurred  principally  in  asafetida, 
camphor,  proprietary  medicines,  and  manufactured  tobacco,  which 
is  classed  with  drugs.  The  imports  of  manufactured  tobacco  amounted 
to  $342,000,  over  50  per  cent  of  which  came  from  the  United  King- 
dom. Proprietary  medicines  increased  in  1907,  the  trade  in  which  is 
shared  by  tne  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  imports  of  dyeing  and  tanning  materials  amounted  to  $2,279,- 
888  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $121,390  from  1906,  but  still  above  the 
avera^  for  the  last  five  years.  Alizarin  and  anilin  are  the  orincipal 
items  m  this  subclass. 

IMPORTS  OF  MINERAL  OILS. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  oil  continue  to  decrease.  Though  the 
total  drop  of  bulk  kerosene  in  1907  was  only  1,116,104  gallons,  the 
decrease  from  Russia  was  3,703,993  gallons,  which  was  made  up  by 
Roumanian  oil,  2,750,000  gallons,  and  increased  imports  from 
Sumatra.  In  case  kerosene  oil,  American  shipments  have  declined 
by  841,540  gallons,  whereas  Russian  have  increased  678,167  gallons. 
The  shipments  of  Burma  kerosene  to  India  proper  are  expanding 
enormously  and  last  year  represented  54  per  cent  of  the  total  con- 
sumption. The  amount  shipped  to  Bombay  was  9,467,245  gallons, 
valued  at  $1,183,395. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  of  mineral  oils  into 
Bombay  in  1906  and  1907: 


Description. 

1906. 

1907. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

QuanUty. 

Value. 

KEROSENE. 

Russia: 

Bulk 

OaUom. 
4,221,885 
100,241 

6,735,943 
2,586,073 

3,847,259 
406 

1,796,828 
411 

$489,779 
18,891 

701,660 
515,911 

264,562 
66 

189,411 
66 

OaOons. 
617,892 
778,408 

7,939,766 
1,744,638 

t46,855 

Caae 

120.849 

United  States  : 

Bulk 

827,068 

Case 

Dutch  Borneo : 

Bulk 

836,362 

Case 

Sumatra : 

Bulk 

3,781,828 
40.563 

2,746,885 
6 

820,107 

Case 

7,980 

Other  countries : 

Bulk 

286,025 

Case 

25 

8 

1 

Total: 

Bulk 

16,101,416 
2.687.165 

1,686,402 
634,940 

14,986,811 
2,563,510 

1,479,045 

Case 

465,192 

Grand  total 

18,788,670 

2,070.342 

17,648.821 

1,944,287 

OTHER  MINERAL  OILS. 

Russia 

4.200 

1,226,965 

514,714 

449 

16,292 

810, 175 

722 

277,636 

45,203 

802 

6,770 

91,472 

United  States 

1,569,483 

325,681 

Dutch  Borneo 

Straits  Settlements 

7,224 

68,686 

314,406 

4,387 

Sumatra. 

10.606 

Other  countries 

98,197 

Total 

2,072,796 

491  .isnfi 

1,969,749 

438,721 

Total  mineral  oils 

20,861,365  1     2.491.847 

19,508,570  1      2.382.958 

Fuel  oil  has  almost  disappeared,  the  imports  dwindling  to  43,368 
gallons.  Batching  and  lubncating  oils  show  an  increase  of  280,360 
gallons. 
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IMPORTS  OF  ARTICLES  MANUFACTURED — COTTON  YARN. 

This  group,  which  is  the  largest  and  most  important  in  the  classifi- 
cation of  imports,  totals  $64,848,350,  or  over  51  per  cent  of  the  entire 
imports.  Yarns  and  textile  fabrics  constitute  by  far  the  largest  sub- 
head in  this  group. 

With  an  exceptionally  heavy  stock  of  cotton  twist  and  yam  on  hand 
(10,108  bales  J,  the  year  commenced  with  the  expectation  of  securing 
cheaper  supplies,  as  the  American  crop  was  good,  and  thus  discount- 
ing the  dear  purchases  of  the  previous  year  at  fair  values  to  the 
Indian  consumer.  But  a  steady  and  full  demand  from  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe,  the  South  American  republics,  China,  and  Japan 
i-tiffened  the  English  market,  with  the  result  of  a  diminution  of  im- 
ports in  counts  26s  to  30s  of  over  2,500,000  pounds— counts  in  which 
there  was  such  a  large  expansion  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  counts  over  26s  as  con- 
trasted with  the  production  of  the  local  mills  for  a  period  of  five 
fiscal  years: 


Year. 


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 


Yam  imported. 

Yam 
2C8toa08. 

locally  produced. 

268  torn    ^^"^i'rd"^ 

Total. 

Slfiandup-'     rr^t^i 
ward.     1     ^'*^- 

Pounds. 

1,790,000 

1,180,000 

1,420,000 

4,290,000 

1,710,000 

Pounds. 

4,260,000 

4, 130,000 

4.590,000 

7,890,000 

8,800,000 

Pounds. 
6,040,000 
5,310,000 
6,010,00) 
12,180.000 
10,010,000 

Pounds. 
20,100,000 
21,010,000 
24.680,000 
25,760,000 
27,040,000 

Pounds. 
11,100,000 
15,120,000 
16.460,000 
15,080,000 
17,200,000 

Pawuis. 
Sl.'iOO.OOO 
86,130.000 
41,080,000 
40,790,000 
44,240,000 

Total  local 
produc- 
tion, all 
counts 


PowmU. 
419,0l«,000 
415,000,000 
422,000.000 
491, 000.  OU) 
473,000.000 


Local  mills  do  not  compete  in  the  high  counts,  40s  and  upward, 
even  when  American  cotton  is  cheap,  and  therefore  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  in  spite  of  over  20  per  cent  increase  in  value,  imports  or  31s 
and  upward,  especially  over  40s,  should  show  an  increase.  The  pro- 
duction of  local  yarns  of  this  latter  description  increased  2,170,000 
pounds  and  the  total  local  production  of  yarns  from  26s  upward  rose 
to  44,240,000  pounds  against  40,790,000  pounds  in  1906. 

Of  the  total  imports  of  foreign  yams,  the  share  of  the  United 
Kingdom  was  over  94  per  cent,  of  Italy  2J  per  cent,  and  of  Austria- 
Hungary  about  2  per  cent. 

IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  PIECE  GOODS. 

There  has  been  a  drop  in  cotton  piece  goods  of  25,250,000  yards,  or 
4  per  cent  in  quantity,  and  $433,595,  or  1|  per  cent  in  value.  The 
decrease  is  due  to  smaller  shipments  in  white  and  colored  goods,  the 
grays  having  gone  up  materially. 

In  the  following  table,  the  imports  of  gray,  white,  and  colored 
piece  goods  are  contrasted  for  the  fiscal  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Description. 


1906. 


Yards. 


Value. 


1907. 


Yax^ 


Value. 


Gray 

White 

Colored  . . . 

Total 


207,126,091 
217,806,002 
214,151,190 


$9,507,715 
10,569.252 
18,004,802 


244,600,987 
170,868,886 
196,889,125 


SU.932,460 

8,801,880 

12,410,884 


639,083,283 


83,081,769 


613,868,898 


82,648,174 
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Grays  have  increased  nearly  37,500^000  yards,  the  largest  figure  ever 
attained.  The  result  is  the  more  satisfactory,  as  the  range  of  prices 
has  been  higher  by  fully  9  per  cent,  and  the  output  of  the  local  mills 
has,  moreover,  largely  increased  during  the  year.  In  white  and 
colored  goods  there  has  been  a  drop  of  47,437,166  yards  and  15,262,066 
yards,  respectively. 

One  characteristic  of  the  imports  of  cotton  piece  goods  this  year  is 
that  the  heavier  cloths,  such  as  drilfs  and  jeans,  shirtings,  nainsooks, 
etc.,  have  suffered,  whereas  lighter  and  finer  makes,  dhooties  and 
scarfs,  mulls,  muslins,  cambrics,  and  fancies,  have  improved. 

In  the  total  imports  of  cotton  piece  goods  the  share  of  the  United 
Kingdom  was  95  per  cent.  The  only  other  countrv  from  which  ship- 
ments increased  was  Italy,  mostly  in  white  and  colored  fancies.  The 
United  States  and  Holland,  which  supplied  heavy  descriptions,  such 
as  gray  drills  and  white  shirtings,  respectively,  have  receded  consid- 
erablv.  The  other  items  of  importance  in  cotton  piece  goods  are 
handkerchiefs  and  shawls  in  the  piece  and  hosiery,  both  of  which 
showed  an  advance  over  the  previous  year.  Japanese  hosiery  is 
replacing  that  from  Austria-Hungary. 

SILK  AND  WOOL  MANUFACTURES  AND  APPAREL — MISCEIJL.ANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Next  to  cotton  piece  goods  in  importance  are  the  imports  of  silk 
and  wool  manufactures,  both. of  which  showed  decided  declines  in 
1907,  owing  to  the  abnormal  cost  of  the  raw  material.  Silk  manu- 
factures show  a  decline  of  $513,823,  thus  reducing  the  total  imports 
to  $4,129,091,  which,  though  full  average  for  the  quinquennial  period, 
is  less  by  11  per  cent  than  the  imports  of  1906.  Woolen  manufactures, 
like  those  of  silk,  show  a  decline  of  $990,081,  or  25  per  cent,  which  is 
reflected  in  all  the  subheads,  except  hosiery,  which  has  slightly  ad- 
vanced. The  imports  of  piece  goods  suffer  the  heaviest,  the  decline 
being  no  less  than  26  per  cent.  The  rise  in  price  both  in  the  raw  ma- 
terial and  cloth  and  the  great  demand  from  Europe  and  America  was 
the  cause  of  this  decrease. 

Imports  of  apparel,  which  consist  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  other 
articles  of  clothing,  increased  $122,931  in  1907;  the  total  imports, 
amoimting  to  $2,921,343,  are  the  largest  in  the  decade.  The  share 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  this  trade  was  50  per  cent,  Austria-Hungary 
following  with  14  per  cent,  and  France  with  9J  per  cent. 

The  imports  of  other  articles  manufactured  increased  $1,000,000 
in  1907,  as  compared  with  1906,  the  total  imports  amounting  to  over 
$16,000,000.  Large  increases  were  shown  under  instruments  and 
appliances,  electrical  appliances,  carriages  and  carts,  building  and 
engineering  materials,  paper  and  pasteboard,  paints  and  colors, 
skins,  dressed  or  tanned,  and  earthenware  and  porcelain.    The  im- 

Eorts  of  motor  cars  reached  $930,000  and  cycles  $286,000.    Umbrella 
ttings  advanced  37  per  cent,  and  indicates  the  recent  growth  of  this 
local  industry. 

IMPORTS    OF    RAW    MATERIALS. 

The  total  imports  under  this  head  amounted  to  $10,988,350  in  1907, 
which  is  a  record  figure.  There  have  been  substantial  advances  in 
several  items  under  this  head,  such  as  coal  and  coke,  unset  pearls, 
seeds  and  tallow,  etc.,  but  these  are  counteracted  by  heavy  drops  in 
cotton,  gums,  ivory,  raw  silk,  timber,  and  wool.  , 

Digitized  by  V^jOO^  IC 


524 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


Imports  of  foreign  coal  rose  from  148^11  tons,  valued  at  $885,- 
396,  to  220,586  tons,  valued  at  $1,404,253.  This  is  not  only  the  largest 
in  the  quinquennial  period,  but  it  is  92  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
of  coal  into  India.  The  increase  has  been  entirely  in  the  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  which  supplied  196,019  tons.  It  is  a  remark- 
able testimony  to  the  industrial  progress  of  Bombay  that  the  imports 
of  coal  from  Calcutta  should,  in  addition  to  the  largest  foreisi  im- 
portations of  expensive  coal,  have  advanced  by  186,603  tons,  oring- 
mg  the  total  up  to  969,033  tons. 

Of  the  total  imports  of  raw  cotton  for  India,  13,245,008  pounds, 
Bombay  took  12,744,700  pounds,  or  98  per  cent.  Last  year's  decline 
in  imports  continues,  the  drop  being  4,485,376  pounds,  or  about  28 
per  cent,  due  to  the  higher  range  of  prices  that  ruled  throughout  the 
year  for  American  cotton. 

EXPORTS  OF  INDIAK  MERCHANDISE. 

The  export  trade  suffered  a  setback  in  the  fiscal  year  of  $9,904,140,  or 
6i  per  cent.  One  peculiarity  of  this  branch  of  the  trade  is,  as  before 
referred  to,  that  a  few  items  absorb  the  bulk  thereof,  and  a  varia- 
tion in  their  proportion  or  volume  affects  the  entire  character  of  the 
trade.  Thus,  cotton  twist  and  yam,  grain  and  pulse,  and  opium  com- 
bined show  a  decrease  of  $13,677,094,  which  is  out  partially  counter- 
acted by  increases  in  most  or  the  other  items.  The  total  exports  of 
$142,542,784  is,  however,  a  full  average  of  the  decade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  Indian  merchandise  from 
Bombay,  by  articles,  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1905, 
1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Per  cent  of 
each  arti- 
cle in  total 
exports. 


Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Seeds 

Grain  and  pulse 

Opium 

Wool,  raw 

Cotton  manufactures 

Hides  and  skins 

Article*  exported  by  post 

Myrabollams 

Hemp,  raw 

Metals 

Provisions 

Tea 

Spices 

Sillc  and  silk  manufactures 

Oils 

Manures 

Drugs  and  narcotics  (opium  not  included) 

Horn  and  horn  meal 

Dyeing  materials  (except  myrabollams) .. 

Apparel 

Wool  manufactures 

Fodder,  bran,  and  cattle  food 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Jute  manufactures 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

Gums  and  resins 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Cabinetware  and  furniture 

Toys,  etc 

Sugar 

All  other  articles 

Totel 


$40,104,961 

80,818,684 

28,1&9,980 

15,654,911 

10,134,126 

8,646,703 

2,907,568 

2,141,359 

1,205,678 

1,005,592 

884,726 

799,317 

599,525 

524,241 

472,420 

426,104 

400,171 

383,868 

382,349 

283,448 

269,013 

264,894 

263,320 

245,568 

179,124 

168,155 

146,780 

146,399 

127,114 

102,828 

78,069 

69,872 

491,534 


t.-»l.  803. 516 

HS,hls.f»46 

•2U,  392, 147 

] 1 , 232, 726 

sjr;ij.i98 

;;.  f.,v2, 1.42 

:;,  131,497 

:i,  'i-ii,  m8 

1 ,  :i2it,  012 

>n\'J62 

*.u7.-ao 

l,;iS4,726 
77'J,  i«7 
27H,  f46 
G',)3,  706 
512,529 
3il1,Li54 
G43,'282 
458.992 
845,299 
190,394 
241,820 
254,691 
751,347 
171,746 
170,655 
126,490 
189,718 
128,905 
106,460 
78,871 
180,812 
718,556 


<f52. 156,868 

33,302,196 

23.831,619 

1,888,804 

(►.319,271 

3,727,786 

3,012,966 

3,467,796 

1  248,368 

973,888 

958,166 

2,327,074 

516,888 

271,671 

425,216 

425,981 

21-2,490 

685,128 

841,433 

270,991 

2«9,797 

195,827 

244,654 

495,940 

179,679 

196,883 

181,650 

227,916 

104,744 

U0,904 

68,881 

106,608 

806,899 


138,476,221 


152,446,924 


142,542,784 


86.69 
23.86 
16.72 
3.43 
4.46 
2.62 
2.11 
2.43 


.67 
1.63 
.86 
.19 
.30 
.90 
.16 
.18 
.24 
.19 
.20 
.14 
.17 
.35 
.13 
.14 
.09 
.16 
.07 
.06 
.04 
.06 
.67 


100.00 
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The  principal  features  of  the  export  trade  for  the  past  year  are 
herewith  noted,  by  classes. 

EXPORTS  OF  POODS  AND  DRINKS. 

This  group,  which  usually  absorbs  about  10  per  cent  of  the  total 
exports,  was  much  reduced  in  the  fiscal  year  1907  owing  to  a  heavy 
drop  in  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  and  the  total  exports,  $7,600,000,  were 
the  smallest  in  five  years. 

The  four  important  subheads  in  this  group  are  grain  and  pulse, 
provisions,  spices,  and  tea. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  grain  and  pulse  for  the  last  three  years 
was  as  follows : 


Artlclea. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Wheat       

18.509,695 

1,988,702 

1894:881 

181,243 

8,680,890 

$5,600,780 

1.846,128 

1.106,826 

116,785 

2,662.707 

8750.796 
1,620.088 
1,218.881 

Wheat  flour 

Rice            

Gram 

102.194 
1,191.901 

Other  Borts  .... 

Total 

15,664,911 

n,  282. 726 

4.888.804 

The  large  drop  in  wheat  was  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  crop  in 
the  districts  which  supply  Bombay.  Bombay  exports  83"  per  cent 
of  all  Indian  wheat  flour,  the  shipments  going  to  Arabia,  Aden,  Mau- 
ritius, British  East  Africa,  etc.,  m  the  order  named. 

METALS  AND  MANTJFACTUEES  OF  METALS. 

Shipments  under  this  head  are  assuming  important  proportions 
since  the  export  of  manganese  ore  commenced  irom  this  port,  and 
the  total  value,  $2,377,676,  is  the  largest  in  the  decade.  Of  this, 
manganese  ore,  $1,875,334,  forms  nearly  79  per  cent.  This  is  a  new 
industry,  the  prospecte  or  which  appear  very  hopeful,  and  a  large 
development  may  be  looked  for  as  new  tracts  of  coimtry  are  exploited. 
As  it  IS  the  shipments  of  the  ores  from  Bombay  are  about  80  per 
cent  of  the  total  exports  from  India. 

The  shipments  or  manganese  ore  to  the  principal  countries  were  as 
follows  in  the  fiscal  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Whither  shipped. 

1906. 

1907. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TTnited  Kingdom 

Hundredweight. 

1,2W,917 

1,691,200 

972,020 

768,082 

9820,864 
422,800 
242.172 
199,869 

Hundredtpeight. 

2,846,208      8689,270 

United  States               

2,178,400        644,600 

Belgium 

1,392,269        460,706 

Otlier  cotmtiies 

695,001        190,768 

Total 

4,721,169  1.186.186 

7,010,868  1  1.876.834 

Owing  to  the  high  prices  ruling  for  copper,  not  only  exports  of 
copper  sheets  have  increased,  but  old  copper  to  the  value  of  over 
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$167,000  has  gone  to  Europe  for  remanufacture,  mostly  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

EXPORTS  OF  CHEMICALS,  DRUGS,   TANNING   MATERIALS,   DYES,   ETC. 

Opium  is  the  most  important  item  in  this  group,  and  the  heavy 
drop  in  its  shipments,  aggregating  15,875  chests,  or  over  50  per  cent 
in  quantity,  and  $1,811,155,  or  22  per  cent  in  value,  adversely  affects 
the  whole  group.  The  shipments  of  Bengal  opium  from  Calcutta 
have  increased  by  4,755  chests.  Malwa  opium  shipped  from  this  port, 
on  the  other  hand,  declined  50  per  cent.  It  appears  as  if  the  very 
high  prices  ruling  for  Malwa  opium  last  year,  due  to  a  short  crop, 
had  given  a  stimulus  to  the  consumption  of  Bengal  opium,  which  is, 
to  a  certain  extent,  displacing  the  former  in  the  China  market.  In 
addition,  the  trade  of  tne  last  year  was  greatly  restricted  bv  the  un- 
certainty as  to  what  action  would  be  taken  by  the  British  and  Chinese 
governments  with  a  view  to  reducing  the  consumption  in  China.  Ex- 
porters were  naturally  not  inclined  to  take  the  nsk  of  making  large 
shipments,  and  the  failure  of  two  exporting  firms  had  considerable 
effect  on  the  market. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  under  the  above  general 
heading  during  the  fiscal  years  given : 


Articles. 


Opium 

Tobacco  

Drugs  and  narcotics. 

Indigo 

Myrabolams 

Turmeric 

oils 


1905. 


1906. 


0,134,126 

$8,161,093 

221.989 

243,472 

882,349 

468,992 

220,295 

U8,877 

1,005,592 

858,962 

47,233 

69,979 

400. 171 

849,954 

Total 12,411,765 


10,261,339 


1907. 


$8,349,271 
236,616 
341.483 
152,886 
973,388 
185,958 
212,490 


8.402,042 


RAW   MATERIALS. 

In  the  export  trade  of  Indian  produce  from  Bombay  this  is  the 
most  important  group,  and  with  an  increase  of  $4,067,000,  and  a  total 
export  value  of  $86,179,861  in  1907,  was  the  largest  export  in  the 
decade,  except  in  1904. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  of  the  leading 
commodities  of  this  group  during  the  fiscal  years  given : 


Articles. 


1905. 


Cotton $40,104,961 


Fodder,  bran,  etc. 

Gums  and  r(»ins 

Hemp 

Hides  and  skins , 

Horn  and  horn  meal 

Manures— animal  bones. 

siiit,  raw!!!!!!!!.'"!!!!!! 

Wool,  raw 


Total. 


215,568 
146,399 
88  J,  726 

2,141,359 

283,448 

374, 105 

28,169.979 

381,187 

8,645,702 


1906. 


1907. 


71, 867,484 


$51,863,515 

751,  aw 

189,713 
917,410 

8,222,943 

846,300 

625,900 

20,892,943 

868,589 

8,662,141 


;  $52,156,358 
!  495,940 
I  227,916 
i  958,166 
I  3.467,796 
1    270.991 

668,415 
23,881,619 

874,496 
8,728,164 


82,82V,804  i    86,179,881 
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EXPORTS  OF  RAW    COTTON. 


The  distribution  of  the  exports  of  this  staple  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  in  hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  for  the  fiscal  years  1906 
and  1907: 


Whither  exported. 


1906. 


Quantity.  Value, 


United  Kingdom  . 

Austria-Hungary  ., 

Belgium 

France 

Germany , 

Italy 

Russia 

Spain , 

China: 

Hongkong  

Treaty  ports  ... 

Japan 

All  other  countries 

Total 


HuTuiredwfigfU. 
196,220 
520, 467 
688,335 
415,994 
683,029 
621, 117 
7,038 
122,283 

102,548 

10.150 

1,890,239 

82,281 


M.'> 


19, 


154 
H13 
(N)4 
]7I,;J73 

10'..  .108 

o;u;.164 
11, tm 

968,388 
92,000 
581,490 
805,974 


I 


5,289,691  I  51,863,579 


1907. 


Quantity.  Value, 


Hundreds 
237, 
535. 
669, 
477, 
886, 
748, 
12, 
122, 

79, 

86, 

1,441, 

43, 


5,4^9,240 
6,382,242 
4, 750, 705 
7,704,525 
7,427,644 
133,066 
1,235,327 

777,831 

888,119 

15.279,835 

400,878 


5,241,443       52,156,358 


The  receipts  of  raw  cotton  in  Bombay  were  larger  even  than  those 
of  the  previous  year,  and  the  yield  of  the  Presidency  itself,  in  spite 
of  a  large  decrease  in  Sind  descriptions,  was  greater.  Bengal  de- 
scriptions, though  not  as  large  as  m  a  full  year^  were  much  larger 
than  expected.  Both  Oomra  and  Broach  descriptions  were  larger 
than  usual.  The  local  mill  consumption,  however,  ereatly  increased, 
and  as  the  prices  of  American  cotton  were  prohibitive,  the  home 
supply  was  in  good,  demand  and  exports  were  not  larcor  than  last 
year,  the  advance  in  value  being  simply  due  to  a  higher  range  of 
prices. 

One  peculiar  feature  of  the  trade  was  that  the  exports  were  mostly 
to  Europe,  while  shipments  to  China  and  Japan  were  considerably 
reduced.  There  were  unusually  large  exports  to  Japan  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  a  considerable  portion  of  whicn  had  to  be  stocked,  and  in 
the  be^nning  of  the  year  Japan  found  it  more  easy  to  buy  Indian 
cotton  on  the  spot  than  to  get  it  from  India.  Of  the  total  Indian 
exports  of  cotton,  71  per  cent  was  exported  from  Bombay. 

EXPORTS  OF  SEEDS — THE  DECLINE  STOPPED. 

After  raw  cotton,  seeds  form  the  most  important  item  in  the  ex- 
ports of  this  group.  With  an  advance  of  $3,438,676,  the  total  exports 
reached  $23,831,619  in  1907,  which  is  nearly  17  per  cent  more  than 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  seeds  exported 
to  the  several  countries  during  the  fiscal  years  1906  and  1907,  in  hun- 
dredweight of  112  poimds : 
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Description  and  whither  exported. 

1906. 

1907. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Linseed: 

France 

Hundredujeight. 
1,064.  &66 
689,698 
410,262 
889,643 
804,855 
180.109 
120,734 

12,461,168 
1,671,653 
981,042 
800.596 
726,826 
811,117 
293,885 

Htmdrtdwighl. 
745,  »il 

15,870 
528,022 
186,119 
195,797 

27,706 
189,683 

11,867,048 

Holland 

42,982 

Italy 

1,844,066 

Germany 

464,699 

Belgium 

496, 110 

TTnfted  Kingdom 

67,769 

Other  countries 

366,989 

Total 

8,029.767 

7,246,681 

1,889.027 

4,641,668 

Tilorjinjili: 

Prance 

566,024 
435,512 
55,010 
237,902 

1,633,020 

1,296,618 

157,386 

695,584 

974.800 
680,640 
185,795 
525,009 

2,981,832 

Belgium 

2,161,687 

Ausiria- Hungary 

576;  886 

Other  counties'. 

1,642.510 

Total 

1,294.448 

8,784,608 

2,366,144 

7,862,816 

Rape  seed: 

France 

Belgium 

137,189 

187,084 

102,316 

18,293 

97,989 

296,465 
310,930 
221,977 
40.718 
227,294 

858,189 
217.163 
189.747 
52,688 
67,548 

955,510 
591,546 

Geraiany 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

491.428 
133,380 
171,294 

Total ; 

492,821 

1,097,884 

885,380 

2,848,108 

Cotton  seed : 

United  Kingdom 

3.808.802 
879,168 

2.980,100 
805.140 

8,485,966 
825.261 

3,490,063 

Other  countries 

308,518 

Total 

8.687.460 

8.285.240 

8,811,217 

3,793,571 

Other  seeds 

2.272.865 

5.080,030 

2.140.191 

5,690,572 

Qrand  total 

10,777,861 

20,892,943 

11,041,909 

23,881,619 

The  continued  decline  in  the  export  of  seeds  was  arrested  during 
the  past  year,  and  though  the  increase  in  quantity  is  only  29,629,376 
pounds,  or  2^  per  cent,  the  advance  in  value  is  substantiaL  In  the 
export  of  seeds  Bombay  occupies  the  first  place,  55  per  cent  of  the 
total  Indian  exports  being  conducted  through  the  port. 

Linseed  showed  a  drop  of  1,190,740  hundredweight  (1  hundred- 
weight=112  pounds),  or  39  per  cent,  in  quantity,  and  $2,604,128,  or 
36  per  cent,  in  value.  At  first  the  deficiency  of  the  crop  in  India  had 
the  effect  of  raising  prices,  but  later  on  this  deficiency  was  supplied 
by  larger  exports  from  America,  Russia,  and  the  Danubian  prov- 
inces, and  prices  eased  down.  Linseed  forms  the  largest  item  in  the 
Indian  seed  export  trade,  and  Bombay's  share  is  43  per  cent  of  the 
total  exports. 

Next  m  importance  is  the  jinjili,  or  til  seed,  in  the  exports  of  which 
Bombay's  share  is  90  per  cent.  This  year's  exports  were  remarkable 
for  their  high  range  or  prices.  Rape  seed  has  advanced  by  $1,245,724, 
or  113  per  cent.  Cotton-seed  shipments,  which  are  mostly  made  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  bulk  of  which  trade  is  confined  to 
Bombay,  maintained  firm  prices,  owing  to  smaller  shipments  from 
Egypt.  Shipments  from  feombay  improved  by  $558,331.  bringing 
the  total  up  to  $3,793,571,  which  represents-  87  per  cent  oi  the  total 
exports  from  India. 
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Other  seeds  also  show  an  improvement,  castor  and  poppy  both 
showing  substantial  advances.  The  export  seed  trade  is  mostly  with 
the  Continent  of  Europe. 

EXPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURED  AND  PARTLY  MANUFACTURED  ARTICLES. 

This  group,  which  is  next  in  importance  to  raw  materials  in  the 
exj)ort  trade,  declined  in  value  by  over  $6,000,000  in  1907,  due  almost 
entirely  to  the  large  drop  in  cotton  yam  and  textile  fabrics.  These 
latter  shipments,  in  spite  of  the  decline  therein,  amounted  to  88  per 
cent  of  the  total  trade  in  this  group,  and  were  valued  at  $36,300,()b0. 
The  exports  of  cotton  yarn,  the  most  important  item  in  this  group, 
sufferea  a  setback  in  1907  of  $5,516,350;  the  exports,  amounting  to 
$33,302,195,  however,  are.  the  largest  in  the  decade,  except  the  year 
1906. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity,  value,  and  destination  of 
Indian  yarn  exported  during  the  nscal  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Whither  exported. 


1906. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Qqantlty. 


Value. 


Turkey  In  Europe. . 
British  East  Africa. 

E§Tpt 

Aaen 

Arabia 

China 

Japan 

Java 

Persia 

Straits  Settlements. 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Other  countries 


Total. 


J*ound9, 
62.000 
61.264 
674.400 
1,438,112 
818,458 
263,359,940 


97,966 
8,889 
92,712 
206,522 
135,286 
36,609,062 


124,665 
1,443.674 
6,986,686 
2,979.200 

869,488 


22,426 
234,082 
960,696 
404,010 
187,089 


Pcmndi. 

819,580 

64,963 

1,135,710 

1.848,810 

806,000 

216,134,488 

80,000 

•  73,170 

2,237,636 

5,068.385 

4,426,560 

1«  628, 729 


277,817,766 


88,818,642    288,819,001 


186,068 

8,788 

148,252 

276,735 

130,162 

80,687,162 

10,000 

18,604 

896,994 

826,779 

699,669 

222,922 


88,802,195 


The  chief  market  for  the  coarser  Indian  yams  is  China,  shipments 
to  which  have  fallen  oflf  by  over  47,000,000  pounds,  or  about  18  per 
cent,  in  1907.  This  is  due  to  the  China  market  being  glutted  by  last 
year's  large  exports  thereto,  which  could  not  be  worked  off  owing 
partly  to  the  disturbance  of  exchange  between  China  and  India  and 
partly  to  several  mercantile  failures  in  China.  Fortunately,  hoW' 
ever,  exports  of  yams  to  other  countries  advanced  appreciably. 

Looking  to  the  counts  of  yams  exported,  there  is  a  drop  of  20,500,- 
000  pounds  in  15s.  and  lower,  and  of  23,500,000  pounds  in  16s.  to  24s. 
These  two  descriptions  chiefly  go  to  China.  Ais  regards  the  higher 
counts,  with  a  total  increase  in  output  of  2,170,000  pounds,  exports 
have  only  increased  1,500,000  pounds,  the  excess  having  been  absorbed 
by  the  local  mills  for  Indian  weaving. 
91(»-c  R  1907—voL  1 34 
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EXPORTS  OF  COTTON  MANUTACTURES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  cotton  piece  goods 
during  the  fisctQ  years  given: 


Whither  exported  and  description. 


Long  cloth: 

Portngaese  East  Africa. 

Aden , 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Abyssinia 

British  East  Africa 

other  countries , 

Total , 

T-clotlis: 

British  East  Africa 

PortuflTuese  East  Africa , 

Abysouiia 

German  East  Africa...., 

Slam , 

Straits  Settlements 

Other  countries 

Total 

Chadders: 

British  East  Africa 

Portuguese  East  Africa 
German  East  Africa  ... 

Aden 

other  countries 

Total 

All  other  piece  goods: 

Domestics 

Sheetings 

Dhotiea 

Drills  and  jeans 

Other  sorts 

Grand  total 


1906. 


Quantity.       Value. 


Yards, 
3,063,427 
8,002,214 
1,298,586 
1,216,670 
2,120,886 
2,814,620 


18,061,302 


2,462,834 

1,260,008 

802,439 

954,874 

1,0(»»510 

888,180 

10,151,854 


17,522,694 


1,571,607 
1,258.896 
1,184,602 
1,086,189 
517,812 


5,668,908 


8.688,156 
1,538,291 
1,094,743 
1,192,106 
6,958,146 


60,569,846 


$118,995 
141,989 
61,909 
48,986 
81.681 
98,275 


551,685 


105,555 
40,045 
29,039 
88,942 
44,448 
88,115 

485.670 


781,809 


93,999 
74,768 
68.097 
64,276 
47,617 


348,747 


186,628 
74,616 
58,094 
68,896 

815,153 


2,830,628 


1907. 


Quantity.       Value. 


Yardt. 
2.410,080 
2,786,291 
1,420,620 
587,810 
1,169,970 
2,766,141 


11,129,772 


2,748,761 
1,684,684 

689.075 
1,496,520 
1.692,995 

121,640 
5,676,676 


18,950,851 


1,957,957 

860,958 

1,573,862 

1,281,630 

556,888 


6.229,690 


4,288,127 
425,466 
777,163 
60,700 

3,762,837 


40.614,106 


189,686 
134.100 
70,962 
23,860 
47,818 
123,808 


489,189 


118,906 
57,640 
25,120 
65.272 
76,152 
6,964 

264,790 


608,^8 


118,487 
47,878 
90.754 
77,685 
45,844 


380,596 


225,700 

25,138 

49,510 

2,706 

176,215 


1,967,899 


Exports  of  cotton  piece  ^oods  show  a  drop  of  nearly  10,000,000 
yards,  or  16  per  cent,  while  in  value  the  drop  is  $372,724.  The  only 
piece  goods  showing  increases  are  chaddars,  T  cloths,  sheetings,  jeans, 
and  drills;  the  heavy  descriptions,  which  largely  go  to  China,  show  a 
large  decline. 

It  must,  however,  be  noted  that  though  the  exports  of  cloth  have 
declined,  the  production  by  the  local  mills  during  the  year  largely  in- 
creased, indicating  an  increased  consumption  in  the  country  itself. 
With  plenty  of  indigenous  cotton  and  firm  prices,  the  local  mill  in- 
dustry had  a  prosperous  time,  though  the  profits  may  not  have  been 
as  large  as  in  the  previous  year. 


TRADE  OF   BOMBAY  BY  COUNTRIES. 


The  share  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  total  trade  of  the  port  of 
Bombay  was  46.84  per  cent  in  1906  and  46.81  per  cent  in  1907.    Im- 

Sorts  increased,  but  exports  showed  a  heavy  decrease,  due  to  the  heavy 
rop  in  cotton  twist  and  yarn  and  opium  to  Hongkong.    The  per- 
centage of  the  British  Empire  in  the  imports  increased  fiom  66.7  per 
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cent  in  1906  to  68.9  per  cent  in  1907,  while  the  exports  ther^o  fell 
from  31.8  per  cent  to  28.2  per  cent  during  the  same  years. 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdwn  in  1907  amounted  to 
$74,946,000,  an  increase  of  $5,111,000,  or  7.3  per  cent,  on  those  of  1906, 
while  the  exports  thereto  decreased  by  $267,000.  A  marked  increase 
in  the  imports  occurred  in  machinery  and  millwork  and  in  railway 
plant. 

Hongkong  comes  next  in  importance  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  trade  of  Bombay.  A  heavy  decrease  in  both  imports  and  exports 
occurred,  however,  m  1907. 

The  total  trade  of  Bombay  with  the  Continent  of  Europe  amounted 
to  $79,434,000  in  1907,  an  increase  of  $3,967,000,  or  5.2  per  cent,  over 
that  of  1906.  The  trade  of  the  continental  countries  specifically  was 
as  follows  in  1906  and  1907:  Belgium,  5.80  and  6.41  per  cent;  Ger- 
many, 5.13  and  6.57  per  cent ;  France,  5.8  and  5.90  per  cent ;  Italy,  3.77 
and  4.50  per  cent ;  Austria-Hungary,  3.78  and  3.91  per  cent.  Russia, 
Holland,  and  Spain  were  the  only  countries  that  did  not  share  in  the 
expansion  of  the  trade  of  Bombay  in  1907. 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  with  Africa,  exclusive  of 
British  possessions,  amounted  to  $4,080,000,  which  was  a  slight  de- 
crease in  both  imports  and  exports  as  compared  with  1907. 

The  trade  of  Bombay  with  Asiatic  countries  other  than  British 
possessions  decreased  by  $6,650,000,  or  9.9  per  cent  This  decrease 
occurred  as  follows:  In  imports,  $350,000;  exports,  $6,300,000.  The 
bulk  of  the  exports  went  to  China,  Asiatic  Turkey,  Arabia,  Japan,  and 
Persia.  The  trade  with  China  and  Japan  declined  from  $48,900,000 
in  1906  to  $43,989,000  in  1907.  The  decrease  occurred  in  the  exports 
of  q)iimi  to  China  and  of  raw  cotton  to  Jaj^an. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States,  which  had  more  than  doubled 
in  1906  over  1905,  fell  from  $2,943,000  in  1906  to  $2,776,000  in  1907. 
The  chief  item  of  this  trade  is  kerosene.  The  exports  from  Bombay 
to  the  United  States,  though  small,  show  an  increase.  The  total  trade 
with  the  United  States  represents  only  1.57  per  cent  of  the  total  trade 
of  the  port. 

REEXPORTS  AND  SHIPPING. 

The  reexports  of  foreign  goods  from  Bombay  to  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  the  East  African  littoral  has  again  receded  after  the  revival  of 
the  preceding  year. 

The  total  value  of  the  reexports  for  the  past  three  years  has  been 
$8,584,954,  $9,220,062,  and  $8,570,000,  respectively.  Cotton  piece 
goods,  metals,  provisions,  sugar,  and  apparel  form  the  most  im- 
portant items  oi  this  trade,  accounting  for  $5,600,000  of  the  total  in 
1907.  Persia  as  usual  takes  the  first  place  in  the  distribution  of  the 
trade,  followed  by  Arabia  (Muscat,  Bahrein  Islands,  and  other  native 
states)  and  Turkey  in  Asia. 

The  number  of  vessels,  steam  and  sail,  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  Bombay  decreased  from  1,632  in  1906  to  1,626  in  1907,  but  the 
tonnage  increased  from  3,123,394  tons  to  3,246,779  tons.  Steam  ves- 
sels numbered  1,233,  with  a  tonnage  of  3,204,087  tons,  as  against 
1,238,  with  a  tonnage  of  3,081,970  tons,  during  the  previous  year. 
SaUing  vessels  (including  native  craft)  numbering  393  show  a  decline 
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of  one  vessel,  but  the  tonnage  increased  bjr  1,268  tons.  Sixty-nine 
per  cent  of  tiie  total  tonnage  of  the  shipping  was  British,  6.7  per 
cent  Austro-Hiingarian,  6  per  cent  German,  5.6  per  cent  French,  4.8 
per  cent  Italian,  and  4  per  cent  Japanese. 


EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  eicports  declared  at 
Bombay  for  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906, 
and  1907: 


ArUclefl. 


Beeswax 

Bone  meal 

Carpeta  and  ruga 

Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Cotton  yam 

Chutney  end  condiments 

CurioB  and  brass  ware 

Draperies  and  embroideries,  shawls. 
Drugs: 

Aloes  socotrine 

Asafetida 

Fish  maws 

Qums: 

Ghatti 

Mixed 

Olibanum 

Tragacanth 

Gunny,  cut  pieces 

Herbs: 

Guaza 

All  other  herbs 

Household  and  personal  effects 

Ivory  tusks 

Isinglass 

Hide  strippings 

Jewelry  and  silverware 

Mica 

Manganese  ore 

Man j i  mattings 

Nuts,  cashew 

NeatcatUe 

Onions 

Oils: 

Rosa 

other 

Provisions,  wild  mace 

Sandalwood 

Seeds 

Skins  and  hides 

Walnut  logs 

Woodwork  and  furniture 

Wool 

▲11  other  articles 


Total 

American  goods  returned . 


1905. 


$120,781 


37,790 


7.625 
12,760 
10,551 


494 


81,2ai 


6,189 


6,835 


8»524 

669 

588.240 

1,590 


28.410 

2,689 
2,000 


13.840 
21,664 
690,700 


8,090 
48,280 


1,488,802 


1906. 


$3,649 


127,020 
5,160 
64,700 
29,978 
8,478 
11,266 
1.503 

907 

738 

9,821 


48,745 


4,500 


1.126 
1.358 


6,888 


116 

862.410 

4,000 


5,000 


2.714 
419 
266 


6.989 
1.263.250 


2,874 
12,110 
2,330 


2.490,091 


2.028 


3,630 


1907. 


$720 

80.0U4 

180.909 

62.716 

42.318 

11.642 

9,927 

8,226 

3,268 

471 

1,205 

18.882 

18.169 
1.487 
1.794 
6,U7 
6.757 

14.994 
1.758 
5.490 
2,817 


3.0G0 


1,908 

878.246 

8.762 

1.954 


2,748 

8.760 
444 

1.287 
21,469 

1.964 
398.004 

2,236 
966 

8,047 

2.017 


1,489,500 


2,4S7 


CAIiCUTTA. 

By  CoN8Tn>GENEBAL  WnxiAM  H.  Michael. 

THie  imports  of  private  merchandise  into  this  consular  district, 
which  comprises  Bengal,  Eastern  Ben^l  and  Assam,  Madras,  and 
Burma,  during  the  calendar  year  1907,  amounted  to  $202,503,445, 
as  follows:  SengEil,  $141,470,130;  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam, 
$1,027,030;  Madras,  $28,896,990;  Burma,  $31,109,295. 
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The  exports  of  Indian  merchandise  from  the  port  of  Calcutta  to  the 
United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Chikon  work  (cotton  embroideries) . 

Drugs 

Gunny  bags 

Gunny  cloth 

Hides 

Jute  and  Jute  butts 

Mica 

Rubber 

Saltpeter 


Value. 


$51,523 

5,543,471 

2,848,775 

20.417,424 

1,157,354 

7,361,611 

262,809 

1,618 

670,580 


Articles. 


Skins 

Tea 

Wool 

Miscellaneous . . 

Total.... 
Total  in  1906.... 

Decrease 


Value. 


16,906,751 
260,648 
95,417 
64,707 


45,582,088 
48.582,728 


8,060,640 


The  above  decrease  is  mostly  accounted  for  in  the  item  of  hides. 
The  value  of  exports  of  this  article  in  1906  was  $3,469,348  and  in 
1907  $1,157,354,  a  decrease  of  $2,311,994.  There  was  an  increase  in 
the  value  of  skins  exported  of  $134,947.  There  was  a  perceptible 
decline  in  wool,  from  $377,737  to  $95,707,  in  rubber,  and  in  various 
other  commodities ;  there  was  an  increase,  however,  in  gunny  bags  and 
burlaps,  and  in  some  other  exports. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Madras  during  the  year  1907 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Quantities. 

Articles. 

Quantities. 

Pickled  goat  skins number. . 

Wet  salted  goat  skins do.... 

Dry  salted  goat  skins do 

Tanned  goat  skins   ......do.... 

714,887 

88.085 

1,231,904 

1,043,177 

2,248,746 

744 

2,327,048 

48,581 

100 

1,620 

34.086 

Senna ....pounds.. 

Senna  pods do. ... 

m,925 
28,038 

Nux  yomica do 

Manganese  ore tons.. 

824,868 
81,100 

Tanned  sheep  skins do — 

Elk  and  deer  skins do 

Hide  fleshings pounds.. 

Tanned  cowhides.       ..  ..  number.. 

Mica pounds.. 

Indigo do 

Turmeric do.... 

Tea 

2,019 
14,872 
24,650 

1,660 

Dry  cowhides do — 

Woolens pieces.. 

Palmyra  fiber pounds.. 

Total  yalue 

93,801,406 

1 

Exports  to  the  United  States  from  Rangoon,  Burma,  during  eleven 
months  of  the  calendar  year  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Cowhide 

$119,993 
37,676 
61,129 
6,900 
6,641 

Wood  carvings 

$2,037 

Candles 

Orchids 

63 

White  wax 

Total 

Cutch        ...                

224,229 

India  rubber 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  candles  exported  from  Rangoon 
were  shipped  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  the  trade  in  which  between 
Burma  and  those  islands  is  increasing  year  by  year.  There  was  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  export  of  hides  to  the  United  States  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  1906,  due  to  the  financial  conditions  exist- 
ing there. 

A  resum6  of  the  total  value  of  exports  from  the  Calcutta  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  in  1907  gives  the  following  amounts: 
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From  Calcutta,  $45,532,083;  from  Madras,  $3,301,405;  from  Rangoon, 
$224,229 ;  total,  $49,057,717. 

There  were  some  shipments  of  jute  and  jute  butts  from  Chittagong, 
the  consular  invoices  covering  which  were  issued  from  the  Calcutta 
office,  and  the  value  of  which  are  included  in  the  Calcutta  statement. 

IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  something  over  2.2  per 
cent  of  the  whole  imports  and  amounted  to  about  $4,666,165.  Tnis 
calculation  is  based  on  data  obtained  from  the  sea-borne  trade  a<:- 
counts  issued  by  the  department  of  commercial  intelligence  of  British 
India  for  1907.  They  included  live  animals,  articles  of  food  and 
drink,  metals  and  manufactures  of  metals,  chemicals,  drugs,  medi- 
cines, narcotics^  dyeing  and  tanning  materials,  oils,  and  partly  manu- 
factured materials,  the  main  articles  coming  under  the  headings  hard- 
ware, cutlery,  plated  ware,  machinery  and  millwork,  kerosene  oil, 
carriages  and  carts,  sewing  macliines,  drugs  and  medicines,  and  elec- 
trical goods.  Typewriters  and  various  other  goods,  such  as  boots  and 
dioes  and  notions,  came  almost  entirely  through  London  houses,  and 
are  not  credited  to  the  United  States. 

As  will  be  seen  the  balance  of  trade  is  against  the  United  States  by 
about  $44,391,532,  which  might  be  cut  down  considerably,  year  by 
year,  if  American  manufacturers  would  adopt  a  vigorous  and  perse- 
vering policy  of  reaching  out  for  trade  in  the  way  that  has  been 
pointed  out  m  reports  to  the  department  from  time  to  time.  There 
IS  a  field  here  for  many  lines  or  American  goods,  but  they  must  be 
introduced  precisely  as  a  certain  American  drug  company  nas  intro- 
duced its  goods,  and  the  trade  once  obtained  must  be  fostered,  pre- 
cisely as  this  company  has  fostered  its  trade,  until  its  business  is  large 
and  profitable  and  steadily  increasing.  Any  other  American  manu- 
facturer who  has  a  line  of  goods  for  which  there  is  a  demand  in  India 
can  do  likewise. 

During  the  year  130,000  bags,  or  about  12,000  tons  of  white  rice 
were  shipped  from  Rangoon  to  South  America,  valued  at  $260,000 
tmder  American  invoices. 

The  total  exports  of  private  merchandise  through  the  port  of  Cal- 
cutta by  sea  during  1907  amounted  to  $253,540,800. 


TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  STBAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

By  CJonsul-Genebal  Thobnwell  Haynes,  Singapore. 

The  state  of  trade  in  the  colony  of  Singapore  for  1907  was  unsatis- 
factory. Compared  with  1906,  exports,  though  showing  greater 
volume,  were  generally  lower  in  price. 

The  principal  causes  detrimental  to  the  local  market  were  lower 
prices  tor  produce,  the  slump  in  the  tin  market,  Chinese  speculation 
m  eastern  exchange,  and  the  calling  in  of  capital  by  tne  Indian 
money  lenders.  Manufactured  metals  and  miscellaneous  hard  goods 
were,  however,  in  good  demand  up  to  the  close  of  September,  1907, 
when  an  advance  in  European  prices,  except  in  those  articles  depend- 
ent on  tin  and  copper,  permitted  a  profitable  disposal  of  lower- 
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priced  stocks.  But  a  fall  came,  and  those  who  had  purchased  on  the 
rise  were  left  in  a  financially  unsettled  state  with  expensive  stocks  on 
hand.  Several  large  dealers  were  unable  to  meet  their  obli^tions 
and  bankruptcies  amounted  to  nearly  $1,000,000,  as  compared  with 
$650,000  in  1906. 

SHIFPINO  COKFEREKCB. 

During  the  year  there  was  crowing  complaint  of  the  shipping 
companies,  which  have  combined  to  fix  rates  of  freights  between  the 
Straits  and  British,  Continental,  and  American  ports.  This  com- 
bination, generally  known  as  the  Straits  Homeward  and  New  York 
Shipping  Conferences,  was  formed  in  1897,  and  consists  of  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  Ocean  Steamship, 
Messageries  Maritimes,  Norddeutscher  Lloya,  Austrian  Lloyd,  Navi- 
gazione  Generale  Italiana  (Florio  and  Kubattino  United  Compa- 
nies), Compania  Transatlantica  of  Barcelona  and  Cadiz,  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisna,  Glen,  Shire,  Ben,  Mutual,  Shell,  Hamburg- American, 
German-Australian,  Rotterdam  Lloyd,  Stoomvaart  Maatschappij 
Nederland,  East  Asiatic  Steamship  Company  of  Copenhagen,  Kus- 
sian  Steam  Navigation  and  Trading  Company,  and  the  Compagnie 
Frangaise  de  Navigation  des  Chargeurs  Beunis. 

The  colonial  secretary,  in  his  report  on  the  Straits  Settlements  for 
the  year  1907,  has  referred  at  some  length  to  this  question,  which  is 
awaiting  the  report  of  the  royal  commission  appointed  in  England 
in  1907  to  investigate  the  subject. 

The  following  quotations  from  the  closing  paragraphs  of  the 
colonial  secretary's  report  are  printed  as  being  of  especial  interest: 

Undoubtedly  one  eflfect  of  these  shipping  conferences  has  been  to  eliminate  aH 
chance  of  any  sailing  vessel  obtaining  cargo  In  the  colony  for  the  United 
Kingdom  or  Continent  of  Europe,  and  the  same  prohibition  has  in  effect  been 
placed  upon  the  economically  run  "tramp"  steamers,  British  mainly,  which 
used  to  participate  largely  In  the  Important  over-seas  carrying  trade  of  this 
colony. 

It  seems  appropriate  to  remark  specially  here  that  the  report  of  a  subcom- 
mittee of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Singapore  emphasizes  the  fact  that  a 
practice  exists  under  which  the  steamship  companies  comprising  these  con- 
ferences pay  a  preferential  or  so-called  "  secret "  return  of  5  per  cent  on  the  total 
of  all  freights  earned  from  the  Straits  by  conference  steamers  to  a  limited 
number  of  privileged  firms  or  persons,  the  apportionment  among  these  firms 
being  kept  secret.  The  subcommittee  (some  of  the  members  of  which  belong 
to  firms  who  are  participants  In  this  special  privilege)  have  placed  on  record 
that  the  privileged  firms  or  persons,  among  whom  are  foreigners,  who  partici- 
pate in  the  so-called  '*  secret  5  per  cent  return,"  are  thus  placed  at  an  advan- 
tage over  other  merchant  shippers  of  this  colony.  This  practice  of  giving  a 
special  preference  to  a  select  few  is,  I  believe,  peculiar  to  this  colony. 

The  agitation  as  to  how  to  stop  the  secret  rebates,  and  with  them 
the  conference,  still  continues. 

UNSATISFACTORr    PIECE-GOODS    MARKET. 

The  piece-goods  market  during  1907  was  far  from  satisfactory,  and 
the  import  of  these  was  less  in  quantity  than  in  any  year  since  1887, 
excepting  1893  and  1896.  The  average  annual  import  of  this  class 
for  the  decade  ended  1897  was  5,034,000  pieces,  and  for  that  ending 
1907,  4,996,000  pieces,  the  imports  for  1907  being  under  the  average 
by  17  per  cent  compared  with  the  first  period  and  16.4  per  cent  com- 
pared with  ti^e  second.    During  the  last  half  of  the  year  there  was  a 
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decreased  demand  for  piece  goods  which  accentuated  itself  in  Decem- 
ber, at  which  time  they  were  abnormally  high,  especially  gray  supers, 
gray  shirtings,  10  pounds  and  over,  heavy  T  cloths,  white  shirtings, 
and  cambrics.  Direct  dealings  witn  Bangkok  during  1907  show  an 
enormous  expansion  in  white  and  ^ay  goods  and  prints. 

There  were  exported  to  Bangkok  in  1907  direct  from  the  United 
Kingdom  6,569,000  yards  of  gray  and  white  goods,  an  increase  of  94 
per  cent,  and  of  prints  7,556,000,  an  increase  of  58  per  cent  over 
1906.  These  figures,  considering  that  1906  was  itself  far  above  any 
other  year,  somewhat  disquiet  Singapore  dealers,  for  it  is  asserted 
that  these  exports  were  not  sent  in  response  to  any  market  demand, 
and  that  mucn  of  them  have  not  yet  entered  into  consumption.  Bang- 
kok, being  Singapore's  principal  market  for  piece  goods,  has  re- 
ceived considerable  attention  lately  from  local  firms,  who  have  sent 
representatives  to  investigate,  but  the  conclusion  arrived  at  seems 
to  be  that  Singapore  holds  sudi  a  commanding  position,  and  the  dif- 
ference between  the  cost  of  importing  direct  and  from  Singapore 
is  so  infinitesimal  that,  as  regards  staples  at  any  rate,  there  is  uttle 
to  fear.  Extended  credits  and  cheap  imitations  of  well-known  chops 
may  have  had  some  temporary  success,  but  new  firms  entering  this 
business  have  undertaken  risks  at  unremunerative  prices.  The  ten- 
dency for  prints  and  fancy  goods  is  to  come  direct  from  England, 
but  lor  all  other  piece  goods  the  proximity  of  a  near  market  where 
favorite  chops  can  be  had  at  short  notice  and  the  immense  influence 
as  regards  credits,  etc.,  which  the  large  rice  firms  here  have  in  Siam 
are  advantages  of  which  Singapore  can  not  easily  be  deprived. 
"Meanwhile/'  says  the  Straits  Kegistrar  of  Import  and  Exports, 
"  our  most  promising  markets  are  the  Federated  Malay  Stat^  the 
east  coast  oi  the  peninsula,  Sarawak,  and  Borneo." 

The  supply  of  gray  yams  for  nearly  the  whole  year  was  short  and 
good  prices  were  obtainable.  Inferior  short-reeled  yarn  from  Bom- 
bay caused  complaint  and  was  the  subject  of  remonstrance  by  the 
Singapore  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Woolen  goods  were  largely 
overtraded. 

IMPORTS    OF    MANUFACTURED    TEXTILES. 

The  value  of  imports  of  manufactured  textiles  into  the  three 
settlements — Singapore,  Penang,  and  Malacca— during  1907  was  over 
$22,629,000,  or  $1,370,000  less  than  during  1906,  attributable  to  the 
reduced  quantity  of  plain  cotton  imports.  There  entered  the  colony 
4,178,000  pieces  of  all  kinds  of  cotton  goods,  excluding  sarongs, 
blankets,  and  handkerchiefs,  being  a  decline  of  nearly  1,250,(XK) 
pieces.  Of  this  total  2,617^00  pieces,  valued  at  $4,845,000,  were  de- 
clared as  plain  cottons.  Dyed  cottons,  under  which  are  included 
fancy  cottons,  such  as  sateens,  shirtings,  lusters,  and  high-priced 
silk-finished  goods,  accounted  for  about  974,000  pieces,  valued  at 
over  $2,565,000,  an  increase  over  1906  of  107,000  pieces.  Printed 
cottons  accounted  for  587,000  pieces,  valued  at  $1,254,000.  Of 
plain,  dyed,  and  printed  cottons,  the  United  Kingdom  sent  over 
3,400,000  pieces,  valued  at  nearly  $7,217,000,  or  81.4  per  cent  of 
the  total  import  quantity  and  83.3  per  cent  of  the  value.  From 
the  continent  of  Europe  402,000  pieces  of  the  three  kinds  entered, 
valued  at  over  $855,000,  a  decrease  from  1906  of  64,000  pieces,  but 
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of  only  $10,260  in  value.  The  principal  continental  decline  was 
from  Holland,  and  though  imports  from  Italy  fell  off  in  quantity 
they  increased  in  value  by  $31,920.  Indian  shipments  amounted  to 
73,000  pieces,  a  fall  of  49,000.  From  the  United  States  about  4,000 
pieces  entered,  a  decline  of  3,000.  Exports  of  the  three  kinds  to 
Bangkok  were  63,000  pieces  less,  to  Dutch  Borneo  44,000,  Sumatra 
20,000,  Labuan  20,000,  and  Achinese  ports  25,000  less.  To  Selangor 
exports  increased  40,000  pieces,  to  Siam  west  coast  32,000,  to  Perak 
37,000,  to  Sarawak  37,000,  and  to  the  Celebes  and  Moluccas  26,000. 
Imports  of  gray  yarns  increased  by  410  bales,  and  in  value  by 
$46,170.  From  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  13,669  bales  entered,  which 
was  an  advance  of  460,  while  from  the  United  Kingdom  934  bales, 
or  62  bales  less  than  in  1906,  entered.  Exports  of  this  class  declined 
to  Siam,  Java,  and  the  Celeoes.  Of  dyed  yams,  there  were  imported 
9,488  bales,  a  decline  of  3,816  bales,  or  over  28  per  cent,  and  oi  value 
about  $161,880.  Of  this  decline,  4^019  bales  were  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  A  comparison  by  bales  is  complicated  by  the  large  quan- 
tities of  short-reeled  yarns  now  brought  in,  but  the  fall  in  value 
from  the  United  Kingdom  was  $185,820,  and  from  the  Continent 
$23,370.  Exports  to  Bombay  were  931  bales,  an  increase  of  675,  and 
to  Japan  80,  an  increase  of  65.  To  Siam  and  Siam  west  coast  over 
2,300  Dales  less  were  exported,  and  to  Dutch  Borneo  321  less,  but  the 
east  coast  of  the  peninsula  took  399  bales  more.  Sewing  thread  was 
imported  to  the  value  of  $389,880,  an  increase  over  that  of  1906  of 
$58,140.  The  United  Kingdom  sent  $362,520  worth,  an  advance  of 
$62,130,  and  the  Continent  $25,080,  a  decline  of  $2,850. 

INCREASED  QUANTmES  AND  LOWER  VALUES. 

Of  saronffs,  sledengs,  and  kains,  315,648  cargoes  of  20  pieces  each 
entered,  valued  at  over  $2,900,000,  which  was  in  quantity  12,000 
more  than  in  1906,  but  a  decline  in  value  of  $151,950.  The  United 
Kingdom  sent  about  107,000  cargoes,  valued  at  $485,640,  or  26,000 
cargoes,  worth  $106,020  more  than  during  1906.  Dutch  makes 
accounted  for  57,000  cargoes  worth  $354,540,  an  increase  of  18,000, 
worth  $115,140.  Italian  cargoes  were  2,000,  and  Javanese  7,000 
less  than  in  1906.  Exports  of  this  class  abroad  fell  off  31,000 
cargoes,  worth  $165,000,  the  decrease  being  to  Siam,  Siain  west  coast, 
Dutch  Borneo,  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Perak,  but  the  first  named  alone 
was  serious,  showing  a  decline  of  21,000  carjgoes,  valued  at  $202,920. 

The  large  item  comprising  apparel,  hosierv,  millinery,  drapery, 
haberdashery,  etc.,  gave  an  import  value  of  $2,221,860,  an  increase 
of  over  $106,000.  Of  this  amount  the  United  Kingdom  sent  $659,490 
worth,  a  decline  of  $22,800,  while  the  Continent  entered  $1,022,580 
worth,  an  advance  of  $118,560,  of  which  Germany  represented 
$839,040  worth,  being  an  increase  of  $169,600  over  1906.  Exports 
from  Singjapore  of  this  class  of  goods  record  an  increase.  Cotton 
handkerchiefs  imported  increased  by  51,000  dozen,  worth  $23,940, 
the  United  Kingdom  accounting  for  39,000  dozen  of  this  increase 
and  the  Continent  for  about  11,000  dozen. 

Of  cotton  blankets,  there  entered  371,000  pieces,  valued  at  over 
$159,600,  which  was  an  increase  of  71,000  pieces  and  $66,120.  Im- 
ports of  these  from  the  United  Kingdom  fell  off  54,000  pieces,  but  the 
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continental  increase  was  122,000.    Woolen  blankets  entered  to  the 
number  of  136,000,  valued  at  $210,360. 

Silk  goods  imported  reached  240,000  pieces,  worth  $1,300,740,  an 
increase  of  10,000  pieces  in  quantity,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of 
$96,900.  Of  this,  Hongkong  and  China  sent  157,000  pieces,  worth 
$912,000,  and  Japan  34,000  pieces,  valued  at  $139,650,  or  the  same 
quantity  as  in  1906,  but  in  value  $40,470  less.  From  Bangkok,  36,000 
pieces  were  received,  about  the  same  quality  and  value  as  the  previous 
year. 

GENERAL   EXPORTS. 

The  gross  total  value  of  exports  from  the  Straits  Settlements,  in- 
cluding the  coasting  trade,  amounted  to  over  $182,115,000,  of  which 
over  $165,227,000  represented  merchandise,  the  remainder  treasure. 
This  is  an  increase  of  $684,000  compared  with  1906;  food,  drinks, 
and  narcotics  accounting  for  nearly  $1,425,000  increase;  raw  mate- 
rials for  over  $570,000  decrease,  and  manufactured  goods  for  a  de- 
crease of  $125,400.  In  raw  materials  the  value  of  metals,  including 
tin  and  ore,  fell  off  $3,249,000,  produce  increased  nearly  $2,793,000, 
and  raw  textiles  declined  $121,410.  All  imports  of  these  articles  at 
Singapore  are  reexported.  Cotton  which  is  imperfectly  cleaned 
comes  chiefly  from  Sumatra  and  Java  and  is  sent  to  Hongkong  and 
Japan.  This  in  1907  declined  in  quantity  and  value  from  both 
sources.  The  trade  in  raw  silk,  which  comes  from  Hongkong  and 
from  French  Indo-China  and  is  sent  to  Burma  and  the  East  Coast  of 
the  Peninsula,  showed  little  variation. 

The  exports  of  refined  tin  were  56,518  tons,  a  decrease  of  2,573  tons, 
or  less  than  4^  per  cent,  compared  with  1906.  From  the  federated 
Malay  states  there  were  received  14,286  tons,  a  decrease  of  about  3,800 
tons,  but  of  tin  ore  the  imports  from  those  states  were  47,143  tons. 

The  greater  attention  given  to  the  opening  up  of  the  Siamese  states, 
especially  on  the  western  side  of  the  teninsula,  does  not  so  far  ^ow 
much  result.  Some  tin  enters  Singapore  from  the  Dutch  islands 
of  Billiton  and  Singkop,  and  Australian  imports  rose  from  833  tons 
in  1906  to  3,333  tons  in  1907.  Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy, 
Hongkong  and  China,  British  India,  Holland,  and  Russia  increased, 
but  decreased  by  34^  per  cent  to  the  United  States,  and  were  also  less 
to  France  and  Austria. 

Preserved  pineapples  were  exported  to  the  extent  of  845,900  cases, 
valued  at  over  $1,788,000,  an  increase  of  138,400  cases,  but  of  only 
$15,390  in  value,  because  of  the  heavy  decline  in  price.  Of  these  cases 
414,000  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  over  270,000  to  the  United 
States.  Exports  to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Canada  fell  only 
slightly. 

There  were  52,573  tons  of  areca  nuts,  valued  at  nearly  $3,135,000, 
exported  during  1907.  Of  this  article  imported  there  was  a  large 
increase  from  Johore,  but  a  decrease  from  Java,  Sumatra,  Achinese 
ports,  and  Dutch  Borneo.  To  Calcutta,  Burma,  and  Siam  proper 
exports  were  less  than  in  1906,  but  more  to  Bombay,  Hongkong,  and 
French  India. 
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BLACK  PEPPER,  SAGO,  RATTANS,  ETC. 

Of  black  pepper  there  were  exported  19,518  tons,  valued  at  $3,078,- 
000,  an  increase  of  1,777  tons,  but  a  decline  in  value  of  $325,470.  The 
local  price  rose  from  an  avera^  of  $10.36  per  picul  (133^  pounds)  in 
January^  1907,  to  $10.73  in  l^eirch,  then  dropped  to  $10.09  in  June, 
rising  slightly  in  July,  onljr  to  fall  again  continuously  to  the  end  oi 
the  year^  when  it  averaged  in  December  only  $7.55,  a  reduction  com- 
pared with  January  of  over  27  per  cent.  Prices  in  England  fell  18 
per  cent  from  January  to  December.  Imports  of  pepper  increased 
irom  Acheen  and  Dutdi  Borneo,  but  fell  on  from  Sumatra,  and  were 
stationary  from  Johore.  Exports  increased  to  the  United  States, 
Germany,  Italy,  Russia,  and  Indian  ports.  White  pepper  exports 
reached  6,601  tons,  worth  $1,567,500.  Of  nutmegs  1,362  tons,  valued 
at  $336,300,  were  exported.  Other  spices  exported  were  long  pepper, 
mace,  ginger,  cubebs,  cardemums,  cassia,  and  cinnamon. 

Sago  shows  50^981  tons  of  flour  exported,  valued  at  over  $1,425,000. 
Increased  quantities  were  received  from  Sarawak,  Dutch  Borneo, 
and  Sumatra,  and  these  are  reflected  in  the  exports,  especially  to  Eng- 
land and  Holland.  To  Belgium,  Italy,  and  the  United  States  were 
also  sent  increased  quantities,  but  to  France  and  Denmark  exports 
fell  off.  Pearl  sago  exports  were  8,263  tons  of  nearly  $517,560  value. 
During  the  year  the  price  of  sago  advanced  about  13  per  cent. 

Rattans  exported  reached  27,696  tons,  valued  at  $2,565,000,  being 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  1,236  tons,  but  a  decrease  in 
value  of  $37,050.  Increased  imports  were  from  Celebes,  Sumatra, 
and  Sarawak. 

The  export  of  mother-of-pearl  shells  declined  in  quantity  and  value 
by  233,333  pounds  and  $42,180,  but  all  other  classes  of  shells  advanced. 

A  less  quantity  of  raw  hides  was  exported,  but  a  greater  quantity 
of  tanned  than  in  1906. 

In  1907,  16,000  tons  more  of  copra,  valued  at  $1,824,000,  were  sent 
away  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  went  to  France,  Rus- 
•  sia,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  England. 

GAMBIER,  PABA  RUBBER,  ETC. 

Of  gambier,  $501,000  less  in  value  was  exported  in  1907.  In  Janu- 
ary, taking  the  highest  and  lowest  market  quotation  locally,  the 
average  price  of  bale  gambier  was  $3.99  per  picul  (133 J  pounds), 
showing  little  advance  till  September,  when  the  average  rose  to  $4.05, 
touching  the  highest  in  October  at  an  average  of  ^.53,  but  again 
falling,  closingin  December  at  $3.94.  Thus  the  fall  of  prices  between 
January  and  December  was  1.2  per  cent  locally,  while  in  England 
there  was  an  increase  of  13f  per  cent.  Imports  from  Johore  and 
cube  gambier  from  Rhio  declined  in  quantity,  but  Sumatra  and  the 
Dutch  Islands  ^ve  small  increases.  To  the  United  States  3,393  tons 
less  were  sent;  France  and  Grermany  also  took  less. 

Under  the  head  of  gums,  etc.,  para  rubber  shows  the  largest  value, 
but  most  of  it  is  merely  transshipped.  There  were  exported  about 
2,090,000  pounds,  of  $2,394,000  value,  most  of  which  came  from  the 
Federatea  Malay  States.  This  was  an  increase  of  1,148,400  pounds, 
and  of  $1,197,000  value  over  1906.  Imports  of  india  rubber  fell  off 
in  value  $131,670,  only  $468,540  worth  entering  in  1907.    Most  of 
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this  article  is  shipped  from  Penanff.    There  was  a  large  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  gutta  percha  from  Dutch  Borneo,  and  more  was  ex- 

g)rted  to  the  United  States  and  England  than  in  the  previous  year, 
f  gum  copal  exported  there  was  an  increase  in  value  of  $410,400, 
increased  supplies  entering  from  the  Celebes,  Dutch  Borneo,  and 
Sulu,  and  increased  shipments  made  to  the  United  States,  Grermany, 
and  Holland.  Gum  damar  imports  increased  $84,220  in  value.  Ex- 
ports of  gum  benjamin  decreased  in  value  $75,810,  only  $276,450 
worth  entering  in  1907.  Other  ffums  of  less  importance  exported  are 
camphor,  cutch,  torches,  dragoirs  blood,  gamboge,  rambong  rubber, 
resin,  safflower,  and  vegetable  tallow,  all  ofwhich  give  a  total  value  of 
less  than  $127,680. 

IMPORTS  or  POOD,  DRINKS,  AND   NARCOTICS. 


The  value  of  imports  of  this  class  into  the  three  settlements  during 
1907  amounted  to  $71,705,000. 

Rice  fell  off  2,930  tons  in  quantity,  but  owing  to  a  raise  of  neariy 
6J  per  cent  in  price  increased  m  value  over  imports  of  1906  by  nearly 
$1,000,000.  French  Indo-China  sent  33,512  tons  more  than  in  1906, 
when  the  total  import  from  there  was  only  11,726.  Imports  from 
Burma  also  increased,  but  from  Siam  and  Siam  West  Coast  fell  off 
by  53,274  tons. 

The  imports  of  sugar  amounted  to  54,950  tons,  valued  at  $2,940,925, 
a  decrease  from  that  of  1906  of  16,979  tons  and  over  $1,000,000. 
From  Java  ports  4,464  tons  were  received,  a  decrease  of  over  30  per 
cent  from  the  year  preceding.  Sugar  candy  manufactured  in  Singa- 
pore for  the  Hongkong  market  decreased  5,600,000  pounds. 

Imports  of  fish,  dry  and  salted,  amounted  to  49,731  tons,  valued  at 
$4,748,794,  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  5,474  tons  and  in  value  of  nearly 
$52,600.  Of  this  article  Bangkok  and  French  Indo-China  sent  less, 
whUe  more  was  received  from  Kelantan,  Trenganu,  Siam  (west 
coast),  and  Hongkong. 

Wheat  flour  imported  reached  31,732  tons,  valued  at  $1,719,481. 
This  was  a  decrease  from  that  of  1906  of  4,249  tons  and  $161,000. 
Australia  sent  direct  over  60  per  cent  of  tiie  total,  an  increase  of 
6,000,000  pounds,  and  Hongkong  and  the  United  States  direct  over 
30  per  cent,  an  increase  of  nearly  2,900,000  pounds,  and  Calcutta  over 
7  per  cent,  an  advance  of  over  133,000  pounds.  About  20  per  cent 
of  the  total  value  of  biscuits  came  from  England.  Of  other  imported 
foodstuffs  deserving  mention,  increased  values  are  seen  in  cattle  and 
swine,  padi  and  bran,  beans  and  peas,  medicines  and  vegetables,  while 
tea  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

Malt  liauors  received  amounted  to  791,022  gallons,  a  decrease  of 
99,000  gallons.  Bulk  ale  and  bottled  beer  amounted  to  635,000  gal- 
lons, which  was  82,000  gallons  less  than  in  1906.  German  brews  de- 
clined by  nearly  107,000  gallons,  and  British  ales  and  beers  increased 
by  44,000  gallons.  Porter  and  stout  decreased  by  15,000  gallons. 
Dutch  Borneo,  Siam,  and  the  Federated  Malay  States  made  less  de- 
mands for  beer  and  ale,  while  the  latter  took  more  ports  and  stout, 
but  less  was  sent  to  Bangkok,  Sumatra,  and  Hongkong.  About 
1,087,000  gallons  of  spirits,  a  decrease  of  43,000  gallons,  were  im- 
ported into  the  Straits  Settlements  during  1907.  Arrack  and  samsoo 
contributed  359,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  5,000;  whisky,  147,000,  a 
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decline  of  3,000;  brandy  264,000,  a  decrease  of  15,000;  gin,  312,000  a 
decline  of  4,000;  and  rum,  6,000,  a  fall  of  26,000  gallons.  French 
brandy  fell  oflf,  but  there  was  an  increase  from  England.  Germany 
sent  30,250  gallons  of  brandv  and  26,700  gallons  of  whisky,  the  Singa- 
pore prices  of  these,  as  declared,  averaging  91  cents  and  $1.08, 
respectively. 

Over  14,000,000  pounds  of  tobacco  entered.  Consignments  from 
the  United  States,  Java,  and  Sumatra  fell  off,  while  there  were  in- 
creases from  Hongkong,  England,  and  Burma.  Cigars  and  cigarettes 
entered  to  the  value  of  $1,282,641,  an  increase  of  $211,875,  of  which 
$504,388  worth  was  from  the  United  States. 

Opium  imports  amounted  to  13,714  chests,  an  increase  of  1,056 
over  the  previous  year.  The  average  price  of  Benares  opium  was 
$445.78  per  chest,  or  $13  more  than  m  1906.  These  imports  are 
reexported  to  the  Federated  Malay  States,  Hongkong,  and  China, 
Sumatra,  Bangkok,  and  Bali. 

IMPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURED  METALS  AND  RAW   3IATERIALS. 

The  value  of  imports  of  manufactured  metals  into  the  Straits  Set- 
tlements in  1907  was  $7,627,000,  of  which,  roughly,  $6,497,500  worth 
of  metals  came  from  America  and  European  countries.  Comparing 
the  year  with  the  average  of  the  j)revious  five  years  England  sent  28 

gBF  cent  more  in  value,  the  Continent  34  per  cent,  and  the  United 
tates  nearly  56  per  cent  more.  The  largest  increases  from  England 
consisted  of  machinery,  hard  and  iron  ware,  tin  plates,  steel,  cycles 
and  motor  cars,  corrugated  iron,  iron  bar,  brass  ware,  and  wire  rope, 
while  there  were  decreases  in  telegraph  and  telephone  materials,  zmc 
ware,  and  gas  and  electric  li^htmg  materials.  The  United  States 
improved  its  position  greatly  in  wire  nails,  and  to  a  less  extent  in 
hard  and  iron  ware  and  tools,  while  the  value  of  machinery  showed  a 
decrease. 

Coal  imports  for  1907  reached  667,695  tons,  a  decrease  from  that  of 
1906  of  86,223.  Japan  sent  252,000 -tons,  which,  though  aii  increase 
of  167,000  over  1906,  was  much  under  the  average  of  previous  years. 
From  England  77,000  tons  were  received,  from  Australia  91,000,  and 
Bengal  209,000.  The  average  declared  value  per  ton  of  the  principal 
kinds  were:  English,  $8.06;  Australian,  $5.53;  Bengal,  $4.86,  and 
Japanese,  $5.36.  These  prices  do  not  materially  differ  from  those  of 
1906. 

Petroleum  imports  for  sale  locally  and  for  export,  reduced  to  cases 
of  65  pounds  each,  or  8  gallons,  reached  1,243,000  cases,  practically 
the  same  as  in  1906.  Sumatra  brands  give  961,000  cases,  and  Borneo 
60,000,  but  the  higher  priced  American  fell  to  222,000,  a  decrease 
from  1906  of  64,000  cases.  Liquid  fuel  imported  reached  44,000  tons, 
an  increase  of  4,000  over  the  previous  year. 

MISCELLANEOUS   IMPORTS. 

Cement  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  though  larger  than 
from  the  Continent,  fell  off  compared  with  1906  by  31,000  casks, 
continental  brands  increasing  by  over  17,000,  and  Hongkong  cement 
by  15,000  casks. 

Dynamite  imports  fell,  both  from  England  and  the  Continent. 
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Candles  were  received  from  Burma  valued  at  $71,000,  which  was 
71  per  cent  of  the  total  trade.  Hongkong  provided  11  per  cent,  and 
the  Continent  the  remainder. 

Cabinet  ware,  which  includes  furniture  such  as  Austrian  bentwood, 
as  well  as  mirrors,  etc.,  showed  advances  from  Europe,  much  the 
same  for  both  the  Continent  and  England,  the  latter,  however,  send- 
ing only  half  the  value  of  that  from  continental  countries. 

Earthenware  from  England,  including  crockery  and  porcelain, 
rose  in  value  nearly  7  per  cent  and  nearly  double  that  percentage 
from  the  Continent,  while  Chinese  pottery  imports  were  valued  at 
$378,550,  or  $13,000  more  than  all  European  consignments. 

Of  the  total  of  $332,784  worth  of  glassware,  including  bottles,  en- 
tering, Japan  sent  $74,580  worth. 

Paints,  which  include  varnishes  and  dyes,  but  not  indigo,  totaled 
$524,487,  of  which  only  $2,551  worth  came  from  the  United  States. 

Soda  and  soap  from  Australia  decreased  by  $2,825,  but  England 
commands  this  trade,  furnishing  $227,700  worth  of  a  total  of  $292,391. 

Musical  instruments  received  show  an  advance  in  value  of  55  per 
cent,  chiefly  owing  to  enormous  supplies  of  gramaphones  and  records. 
Of  these,  imports  from  the  Continent  rose  122  per  cent. 

Photograpnic  materials,  under  which  are  included  cinematograph 
instruments  and  films  and  stereoscopic  slides,  etc.,  increased  in  value 
by  118  per  cent,  chiefly  from  the  United  States  and  France. 

The  value  of  clocks  and  watches  increased  17^  per  cent,  the  advance 
being  attributable  to  imports  from  Switzerland  through  Italian 
ports.  Japanese  makes  slightly  decreased  in  value,  but  American 
advanced. 

Carriages  and  carriage  materials  show  a  small  increased  import, 
Japan  sending  jinrikishas  and  rubber  wheels  to  the  value  of  $216,400, 
bemg  an  increase  of  $32,200  over  1906. 

Matches  declined  in  import  value  by  $87,750.  This  market  is  con- 
trolled by  Japan.  European  makes,  cniefly  Swedish,  are  continually 
falling  off. 

Imports  of  perfumery  increased  $35,000.  Of  the  total  value  of 
$360,403,  one-fifteenth  came  from  the  United  States. 

TRADE   WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Imports  into  the  Straits  Settlements  from  the  United  States  in 
1907  were  valued  at  $2,068,379,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $505,110,  or 
more  than  33  per  cent.  The  greatest  increases  were  in  cigarettes, 
tallow,  lard,  and  metals,  excluding  machinery,  while  there  were  small 
increases  in  flour,  oilmen's  stores,  and  perfumery,  the  only  important 
declines  being  in  machinery  and  petroleum. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  fell  off  26f  per  cent,  mostly  in  tin, 
gambler,  pepper,  Borneo  rubber,  tapioca  flour,  rattans,  and  coffee. 
There  was  an  increase  in  preserved  pineapples,  gum  copal,  pearl  and 
flake  tapioca,  and  gutta  julatong. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  direct  imports  into  the  Straits 
Settlements  from  the  United  States  during  the  years  1906  and  1907 
and  the  total  imports  of  similar  articles  in  1907 : 


ArUcles. 


Apparel,  hosiery,  and  millinery  . 

Books  and  maps 

Cabinet  wares 

Cards,  playing 

Carriages,  and  ports  of 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cycles,  motor  cars,  etc 

Drofis  and  chemicals 

Earthenware 

Fancy  goods  and  toys 

Firearms: 

Cartridges 

Muskets  and  rifles 

Pistols  and  revolvers 

Floor. 


Fruits  of  all  sorts 

Oas  and  electric  goods  . 

Glass  and  glassware 

Jewelry 


:t:. 


Leather  mamifactnres: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery 

other  ffoods 

Metals  and  metal  manufactures: 

Brassware 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Iron- 
Bar  and  nail  rod 

Nails 

Ware 

Lead  manufactures 

Machinery 

Steel 

Tinware 

Tools,  instruments,  and  implements . 

Zinc  ware 

Medicines 

Medical  instruments >, 

Milk,  condensed 

Oilmen's  stores 

Oils: 

Benzine 

Linaeed...: 

Lubricating 

Petroleum 

Other  oils 

Paints. 


Paper  and  paper  manufactures. 

Perfumery 

Photographic  materials 

Plated  and  silverware 

Provisions 

Soap 

stationery 

Tallow  . 


Textiles: 

Cotton  piece  goods- 
Plain 

Dyed 

Printed 

Miscellaneous  textiles 

Tobacco:  Cigars  and  cigarettes. . . 

Tramwav  and  rallwav  materials. 

Vegetables,  preserved 

Wax,  bees,  and  other 

Wine,  claret 

Woodenware 

Another 


From  the  United  SUtes. 


1906. 


12,356 

624 

1,916 


25.556 
6,794 

10,003 
1.986 
1,381 
2,936 

630 
4,999 
2.118 
22,966 
7, 838 
4,488 
1,077 


12,245 
98,514 

2,810 

**i,*467" 


18,328 


21,160 

14,652 

705 

104,532 

201 


16,688 
1,166 

11,839 
9.186 

16,719 

41,218 

1,960 

6?2 

292.637 

839,856 

60 

2.169 

11.953 

10,637 


8,107 
17,176 
1,046 
6,667 


4,686 
1,978 
8,721 
6,049 
21, 123 
289,977 


Total. 


3,426 

6,947 

710 

4,698 

65,716 


1907. 


$1,467 
959 

6,881 

1.285 
1M,424 

9,170 
15,204 

6,664 
608 

8,582 

1,813 

9,110 

878 

64,786 

19,882 

14,019 

2,577 

1,867 

15,300 

178,018 

2,630 
1,223 
2,808 

8,728 
20,591 

4,206 

76.866 

46,601 

482 

64,992 

206 

385 

29,172 

4,627 

13,063 

22,962 

18,994 

80,666 

717 

4,822 

318,576 

804,707 

3,488 

2,561 

8,786 

23,861 

13.623 

2,266 

6,111 

1,876 

6,777 

16,112 


3,679 
7,867 
1.079 

17,467 

15,644 
504,388 

86,641 
6,147 
8,666 
258 
8,080 

16,838 


2,068,879 


Total 

imports  in 

1907. 


12,289,880 
173,207 
294,872 
19,725 
837,722 
228,308 
365,646 
258, 176 
719,871 
192,194 

23,976 


829,528 

829,618 

196,861* 

832,784 

109,860 

817,021 

921,267 

287,694 
38,640 
220.386 

229.886 
1,218,949 

309,867 

255,284 

1,167.608 

18,238 

1. 145, 130 

413,797 
67,662 

275,612 

107,966 
1,140.279 

222,476 
1,000.321 

662,173 

6,816 

38,021 

389.272 

1,470,248 

62,786 

624,487 

962.062 

860.426 

92,265 

63,162 

1,700.943 

292.391 

272.733 

82,766 


4,899,825 

2,681,354 

1,846.975 

219,608 

2,703,421 

1,282,641 

146, 179 

815.476 

800,622 

27.450 

207,792 

2,610,888 


40.621,344 
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DECLARED  EXPORTS  FROM  THE  STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  exports  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  (Singapore  and  Penang)  to  the  United  States  for  the 
calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 


rROM  SINGAFORB. 


Benzine . 
Cawia... 
Canes  ... 
Cloves. . . 
Coffee . . . 
Cubebs . . 
Cntch. 


Cunos 

Dragon's  blood 

Gamboge 

Gambler 

Gams: 

Copal 

Dammar 

Gutta 

Gum  Benjamin  . 

•*      Other  gums 

Gutta-percha 

Household  effects . . . 
Hides  and  skins: 

Buffalo 

Cow 

Deer 

Elk 

Kapok , 

Mace. 


Mangrove  bark. 

Naphtha  

Nulmegs 

OiU: 

Oocoanut... 

Cajeput 

Cilronella . . 

Patchouli  . . 

Wood 

Pepper . 


Pineapples 

Poutch  leaves. 

Rattans 

Rice. 


Rubber 

Rubber  seeds. 
Sago. 


Shells 

Silk,  Chinese 

Tapioca 

Tapioca  flake 

Tapioca  pearl 

Tin 

All  other  articles. 


Total 

American  goods  returned . 


FROM  PBNANO. 


Cloves 

Coffee 

Gum,  dammar 

Hides,  bufliilo ... 

Mace , 

Mace  pickings.... 

Nutmegs 

Patchouli  leaves. , 
Pepper,  black  .... 

Rubber 

Tapioca: 

Flake 

Flour 

Pearl 

Seed 


1906. 


$14,486 
4.474 


67.454 

12.709 

169.611 

128 

7.750 
,158.623 

436,749 

8.931 

618,962 


76,246 


58,254 
149 

10,222 
871 

12.908 

24,254 
217 


125,861 
106,606 


20,483 

737 

1,885.862 

133,532 


771,288 

1,135 

957,991 


150,950 
8,459 


881,809 


»,  401, 109 
5,178 


12,081,976 
571 


8.571 
16,984 


14.046 
9,406 
81,716 


487,981 


4,749 
75,082 
40,038 


1906. 


$88,866 
4.066 
991 
29,698 
78,132 
29,829 
154,649 


1.208 

17,849 

1.234,584 

584,448 

27,015 

820.864 


68,948 


1,879 

84.108 
7,196 

29.544 
6.499 
9.691 
4.465 
107 


107,360 

82,087 
2,056 


2,778 


1,260,496 

188,506 

1.621 

947,500 

2,884 

746,718 


194,796 
7,096 


518,891 


6,155.495 
2.158 


13,887.157 
1.606 


14.229 
18,268 
8,200 
8,179 
9,810 
5,106 
82,988 
2,292 
826,154 


5.562 
61,046 
164,779 
20,797 


1907. 


$296,844 

4,065 

389 

466 

26.346 

5,662 

49,064 

826 


15,200 
827,696 

683,793 

41,103 

1.018,689 

1.623 

117,003 

23.483 

293 

02,128 


58,299 
9,477 
2,018 

27,470 


888.234 
177.  WO 

108,924 
2,871 
1.851 


4,172 

1.068.744 

548.770 


778,804 

'i'6e6,'i6i 

652 

187.346 

10.086 

581 

840,146 

89.082 

157,649 

4.828,898 

529.155 


12.858,002 
10  486 


t.974 
1.768 
5.074 
6,888 
6,798 
4.988 
88,968 
4,787 
248,516 
1.478 

4,297 

550 

419,805 

89,282 
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Articles. 


FROM  PBKANO— continued. 


Tin 

Wax,  parafflne  . . . 
All  otner  articles. 


Total  Penang 

Total  Singapore . 


Total  Straits  Settlements. 


1905. 


96,730,509 
802 


7,419,831 
12,081,976 


19,501,807 


1906. 


97,884,849 


1.905 


8.038.664 
13,887,157 


21,425,821 


1907. 


94,065,897 
2,022 


4,899,471 
12,868,002 


17,756,478 


GENERAL  IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments from  all  countries  in  1907 : 


Articles. 


LIVE  ANIMALS,  FOODSTUFFS, 
DBINKS,  ETC. 

Animals: 

Cattle 

Horses 

Poultry 

Sheep 

Swine 

All  other 


Total. 


Bread  and  biscuits 

Butter  and  cheese 

Chocolate  and  cocoa , 

Coffee , 

Confectionery , 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Fish: 

Dried  and  salted 

Fish  maws , 

All  other  fish  (sharks*  fins  and 

fresh  flsh) 

Fruits  of  all  kinds,  dried  and  pre- 
served chiefly , 

Grains  and  flour: 

Beans  and  peas 

Bran 

Padi 

Rice 

Wheat 

Wheat  flour 

Another 


Total,  grain,  etc. 


Lard 

Maltliquors 

Medicines 

MUk,  condensed 

Oilmen's  stores 

Onions  and  garlic 

Opium 

Provisions,  fresh  and  salted,  in- 
cluding hams  and  bacon 

Sago 


Spices : 

Aveca  nuts. . 


Black. 
White. 
All  other.. 


Total  spices . 


Salt. 


9108— c  R  1907— VOL  1- 


Value. 


$1,064,801 

288,612 

112,849 

118,294 

1,168.593 

68,939 


2.811,588 


262.737 
228,284 
122,841 
679,929 
46,247 
258,175 

4,748,794 
217,672 

816,913 

830,848 


796,026 

1,200.991 

1,279,367 

19,321,465 

6,182 

1,719,481 

260,887 


24,678,389 


921,267 

696.702 

1,140.279 

1,000.321 

652.178 

555,662 

6,314,053 

1,700,952 
1,877,608 


2,882,620 

8,825,048 

1,287,791 

842,404 


7,887,768 


842,952 


Articles. 


Value. 


LIVE  ANIMALS,  FOODSTUFFS, 

DRINKS,  ETC.—continued. 

Spirits: 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whisky 

All  other 

Total 

Sugar 

Tapioco.  pearl,  flake,  and  flour . . . 

Tea 

Tobacca  

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Vegetables,  preserved  chiefly 

Wines 

All  other  articles 

Total  liveanimals.foodstuffs, 
drinks,  etc 

RAW  MATERIALS. 

Coal 

Copra 

Gambler 

Gums,  dyes,  and  resins: 

Borneo  rubber 

Para  rubber 

India  rubber 

Copal 

Gutta-percha 

All  other 

Total  gums  dyes,  etc 

Hides 

Metals: 

Tin 

Tin  ore 

Other  metals 

Total 

Nuts,  ground 

Oils: 

Castor 

Cocoanut 

Kuchang  

Lubricating 

Petroleum 

Liquid  fuel 

Other  oils 

Total 


$091,496 
216,796 
818,978 
289,629 


1.510,798 


2,940,925 
2,461,693 
1.069,113 
2.708,421 
1,282,641 
997.792 
226.461 
1,497,140 


71,705,008 


3,696,280 
5,686,642 
2,668,278 


1,487,435 
2,120,026 
802,871 
1,809,889 
1,489.421 
1,748,203 


8,906,846 


1,629,610 


14,494,918 

30,857,183 

110,164 


45,462,265 


724,888 


702,013 
626,028 
689.064 
389,272 
1,470,248 
221,581 
196,789 


4,096,990 


-35 
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ArUdet. 


BAW  MATBBIAL8— COnUmied. 

Rattans 

Skins,  goat 

Seeds 

Shells 

Textile  fibers,   cotton,  silk,  and 

hemp 

Wood  and  timber 

All  other  articles 

Total  raw  materials 

MANUFACrURBD  ARTICLBB. 

Books  and  maps 

Cabinet  ware 

Candles 

Carriages  and  materials 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches 

Earthenware 

Qlass  and  glassware 

Glass  bottles 

Jewelry 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware , 

Leather  goods: 

Boots  and  shoes , 

Another 

Machinery , 

Brass  ware 

Copper  ware 

Cvcles,  motor  cars,  etc 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Iron: 

Corrugated , 

Bar  and  nail  rod 

Nails 

Other  iron 

Ironware 

Steel 


Value. 


12,222,678 
251,298 
896,611 
278,056 


912,852 
762.100 


78,160,019 


178.207 
294.872 
102,008 
867,722 
576,817 
228,808 
719,871 
832,784 
189, 112 
109,850 
817,081 

287,694 
262,493 

1,145,186 
229,586 
267,857 
865,646 

1,218,949 

295,842 
809.867 
255,284 
49,974 
1,167,608 
418,797 


Articles. 


MAmjFACTUESD  ABTICUES— COUt'd. 


Tin  plates 

Tools,  implements, 

ments 

Matches 

Tramway,  electric,  and  telephone 


and   instra- 


goods. 
Plants.. 


Ints 
Paper  and  paper  ware 

Perfumery 

Soap  and  soda 

Staaonery 

Textiles: 

Apparel,  hosiery,  and  millinery 

Cotton  piece  goods- 
Plain 


Lin 

Dyed 

Printed 

Other  cotton  goods- 
Sewing  thread 

Sarongs 

Yams 

All  other  cottons.. 


Total  cotton  goods. 


Cordage , 

Qunnies 

Hats  and  caps 

Silkgoods 

Twine 

Umbrellas 

Woolen  goods 

Wooden  ware 

All  other  manufactures. 


Value. 


$615,182 

276,512 
960,886 

447.024 
624,487 
902,062 
960,426 
292,891 
272,378 

2,239.880 


4,889,826 
2,681,864 
1.846.975 

880,278 
2,976,916 
1,822,790 

821,661 


18,988,196 


288,076 

2,469,808 

267,979 

1,419.071 

825,088 

882.945 

808,006 

207.792 

3,466,886 


Total  manufactured  articles .  ^       89, 988, 278 
Grand  total  exports |      189,852,806 


SHIPPING  AT  SINGAPORE. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels,  war  ships,  transports, 
yachts,  etc.,  of  all  nations  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  1907 
were  10,647  and  14,295,028,  respectively,  being  a  decrease  as  compared 
with  1906  of  346  vessels  and  173,260  tons.  This  decrease  was  entirely 
in  war  ship  tonnage,  merchant  vessels  showing  an  increase  of  245,392 
tons,  but  a  decrease  of  242  in  number. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  tonnage,  including  war  ships,  entered 
and  cleared  at  Singapore  has  increased  by  1,077,811  tons.  In  1903  it 
aggregated  13,217,217:  in  1904,  13,253,283;  in  1905,  13,718,384;  in 
1906,  14,468,288;  and  in  1907,  14,295,028. 

The  tonnage  of  native  craft  and  steam  vessels  under  50  tons,  entered 
and  cleared,  shows  a  decrease  in  1907  as  compared  with  1906  of  33,627 
tons.    It  aggregated  1,066,923  in  1907,  against  1,100,550  in  1906. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  tonnage  of  all  vessels 
tering  and  clearing  at  Singapore  during  the  year  1907 : 


entering 


Katlonalit/. 


British 

Dutch 

Qerxnan , 

French 

Japanese 

Norwegian , 

Russian 

Austrian 

Spanish 

Italian 

Danish 

Swedish 

American 

Sarawak 

Siamese 

Chinese 

Federated  Malay  States. . 


Total. 


British 

Dutch 

German 

French 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

Russian , 

Austrian 

Spanish 

Italian 

Danish 

Swedish , 

American 

Sarawak , 

Siamese 

Chinese , 

Federated  Malay  States.. 


Merchant  Vessels. 


^^^-    T^nage. 


2,576 

1,257 

497 

184 

139 

236 

60 

86 

26 

24 

12 

2 

1 

68 

61 

1 


6,168 


Total  6,161 


2,578 

1,282 

496 

183 

139 

238 

60 

85 

26 

24 

12 

2 

1 

59 

60 

1 


8,560,256 

745,080 

919,826 

462,213 

480,887 

184.926 

166,500 

n8.211 

66,683 

63,342 

24,311 

8,169 

2,0?2 

47,433 

19,811 

1,428 


6,796,647 


Warships,  etc. 


Num- 
ber. 


Tonnage. 


159 


3,560,628 

739,497 

917,118 

452,056 

430,860 

182,057 

156.600 

116,316 

66,683 

68,342 

24,811 

8,169 

2,072 

48,335 

19.712 

1,428 


6,784.083 


159 


215,686 

19,687 

26.580 

1,240 

45,960 


161 
7,800 


6,000 


14,922 
95 

11,990 
7,200 
1.448 


867,649 


215,686 

19,687 

26,580 

1.240 

46,960 


151 
7.800 


6,000 


14,922 
95 

11,990 
7.200 
1,448 


367,649 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


2,641 

1,288 

603 

188 

146 

235 

62 

39 

26 

26 

12 

2 

9 

69 

74 

8 

16 


5,327 


Tonnage. 


,283 

502 

187 

146 

233 

62 

38 

•    26 

25 

12 

2 


6,320 


8,775,941 

764,667 

846.906 

453,458 

476,837 

184.926 

156,651 

126,011 

66,683 

68,342 

24,311 

8.169 

16.994 

47,628 

81.801 

8.628 

1,448 


7,168,296 


8,776,814 

759,084 

913,698 

463,295 

476,810 

182,057 

166,651 

124, 116 

66,683 

68,342 

24.311 

3,169 

16,994 

48,430 

31,702 

8.628 

1,448 


7,141,732 


EEVIEW  OF  TEADE  OONDITIONS  OF  CEYLON. 


By  Consul  Edwabd  A.  Cbeevey,  Colombo. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Ceylon  during  the  calendar  year  1907  is  repre- 
sented by  imports  to  the  value  of  $40,020,645  and  exports  to  the  value 
of  $43,122,750.  In  both  imports  and  exports  there  was  an  appre- 
ciable increase  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  each  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding vears.  Of  the  total  imports,  $13,661,656  represented  rice, 
supphed  principally  by  British  India,  Burma,  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments. The  total  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States,  as 
shown  by  the  Ceylon  customs  returns,  was  $333,135,  and  the  value 
of  exports  thereto  $3,938,110.  The  value  of  exports  to  the  United 
States,  as  shown  by  the  declared  export  return  or  this  consulate,  was 
$4^176,049.  The  difference  between  these  statements  should  be  as- 
cribed to  the  fact  that  valuations  made  by  the  customs  authorities 
are  predicated  on  apfproximate  quotations  periodically  made,  and 
not  on  the  actual  value  of  respective  shipments. 
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It  is  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer  in  Ceylon  that  the  fig- 
ures representing  the  values  of  imports  from  the  Ijnited  States  into 
Ceylon,  showing  as  they  do  only  the  values  of  merchandise  imported 
from  the  United  States  direct,  do  not  represent  more  than  a  small 
proportion  of  the  values  of  goods  of  American  origin  for  the  reason 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  of  American  production  are 
annually  sold  to  Cevlon  purchasers  by  British  or  other  European 
concerns  which  ship  them  from  the  United  Kingdom  or  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  and  goods  thus  imported  are  credited  to  the  countries 
from  which  the  final  shipment  is  made. 

The  year  1907  was  a  prosperous  season  for  Ceylon  excepting  the 
last  eight  weeks  of  the  year,  when  there  was  a  marked  reaction,  sales 
decreasing  in  number  and  prices  falling  oflf,  in  consequence  of  the 
financial  disturbance  in  the  united  States.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
there  had  been  no  recovery,  and  the  prospect  was  that  there  would 
be  none  until  after  previous  business  conditions  had  been  restored 
in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe.  Tea  is  the  one  article  of  export 
which  has  not  suffered  materially  as  to  price  and  quantity. 

AMERICANS  SMALL  SHAKE   IN  THE   TEXTILE  TRADE. 

Although  Ceylon  offers  a  fine  market  for  cotton  goods,  the  United 
States  as  yet  has  supplied  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  demand. 
During  the  year  Ceylon  imported  dyed  piece  ^oods  to  the  value  of 
$922,545,  none  of  which  was  bought  irom  American  producers,  while 
British  India  supplied  $495,643  worth,  the  United  Kingdom  $195,592, 
Holland  $114,170,  Belgium  $38,381,  Germany  $32,563,  Italy  $17,082, 
and  Switzerland  $13,223. 

Of  printed  and  other  muslins  the  total  imports  were  valued  at 
$835,478.  Of  these  values  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $544,103, 
as  against  $339  imported  from  the  United  States.  Of  bleached 
piece  goods,  valued  at  $765,417,  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  about 
98  per  cent,  while  the  United  States  supplied  only  to  the  value  of 
$1,164.  A  trifle  over  10  per  cent  of  the  gray  cotton  piece  goods  im- 
ported came  from  the  United  States,  which  supplied  to  the  value  of 
$27,654  in  a  total  of  $270,124,  of  which  $234,781  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  United  States  was  credited  with  made-up  apparel  to  the  value 
of  $15  in  a  total  importation  of  $159,312.  The  principal  countries 
of  supply  were  the  United  Kingdom,  with  $99,124;  British  India, 
$12,765;  Germany,  $16,057;  and  Japan,  $24,562. 

Kaw  cotton  for  local  manufacture,  to  the  value  of  $100,514,  was 
imported  from  British  India.  Other  cotton  importations  were  in- 
significant. In  a  total  importation  of  threads,  yarns,  and  twist,  val- 
ued at  $145,435,  none  was  credited  to  the  United  States. 

IMPORTS   OF   HARDWARE,   METALS,  ETC. 

Although  American  hardware  is  found  in  the  stocks  of  all  Ceylon 
dealers,  both  European  and  native,  the  United  States  is  credited  with 
only  $11,011  worth  in  a  total  of  $424,303,  the  United  Kingdom  being 
credited  with  $363,213  and  Germany  $31,750.  This  would  indicate 
large  purchases  of  American  hardware  from  British  middlemen. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  divided  evenly  the  sum  of 
$31,723  which  Ceylon  spent  for  drums  and  tanks.    The  hnports  of 
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cast  steel  totaled  $110,543,  of  which  $75,351  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  $16,334  from  Belgium,  $18,328  from  Germany,  and  $3,713 
from  the  United  States. 

Galvanized  barbed-wire  importations  totaled  $130,424,  of  which 
the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $78,551,  Germany  $25,160,  Belgium 
$13,732,  and  the  United  States  $9,651.  The  United  States  was  cred- 
ited with  $343  in  a  total  of  $133,512  in  hoop-iron  importations,  the 
United  Kingdom  supplying  $63,086  and  Germany  $45,611. 

Of  total  importations  of  iron  nails  and  rivets,  valued  at  $45,273, 
the  United  States  furnished  $930  worth,  the  United  Kingdom  $10,043, 
Germany  $18,799,  and  Belgium  $13,173.  Belgium  supplied  $36,953 
of  the  flat,  rod,  and  bar  iron  imported,  as  against  $15,330  supplied 
by  the  United  Kingdom  in  a  total  importation  of  $55,543.  Pig  and 
other  irons  to  the  value  of  $15,446  was  supplied  by  the  United  King- 
dom, the  total  importations  being  from  tnat  country.  Of  $9,630  m 
Swedish  bar  and  angle  iron  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $5,615 
and  Sweden  $4,015. 

The  year's  imports  of  copper  sheathing  amounted  to  $11,569,  of 
which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $7,545  and  Germany  $3,599. 
None  of  the  imports  were  credited  to  the  United  States.  Manufac- 
tured brass  goods  to  the  value  of  only  $17  were  credited  to  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  and  British  colonies  being  credited  with  99 
per  cent  of  the  total  importation  of  $34,843.  Notwithstanding  the 
returns,  brass  goods  of  American  manufacture  are  sold  in  consider- 
able quantities  throughout  Ceylon. 

ELECTRICAL  SUPPLIES,  PIREARMS,  MACHINERY,  ETC. 

The  total  importation  of  electrical  supplies  was  $23,432,  of  which 
the  United  States  supplied  $2,166  worth  and  the  United  Eangdom 
$21,266. 

Importations  of  firearms  totaled  $36,705,  of  which  $3,052  came 
from  the  United  States,  $2,555  from  Belgium,  and  $26,021  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  United  States  was  credited  with  the  value  of 
$451  in  machinery  importations  aggregating  $82,936,  the  bulk  of  the 
trade,  represented  by  a  value  of  ^,876,  going  to  the  United  King- 
dom. Sewing  machines  to  the  value  of  $1,342  were  imported  from 
die  United  States,  the  total  values  being  $17,473,  of  which  the  United 
Bjjagdom  supplied  $11,507  worth. 

of  carriages  and  carts  the  United  States  supplied  to  the  value  of 
$466.  The  total  imports  were  valued  at  $26,422.  Japan  supplied 
jinrickishas  to  the  value  of  $18,726.  The  importation  of  carriages 
and  carts  from  the  United  Kindom  amounted  to  $3,232. 

Of  twenty  countries  selling  furniture  in  Ceylon,  the  United  States 
ranks  fourth,  with  importations  valued  at  $1,034  in  a  total  of  $26,525, 
of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  about  50  per  cent.  The  total 
import  values  of  casks  and  shocks  were  $101^32.  Of  these  the 
United  Kingdom  supplied  to  the  value  of  $33,000,  the  United  States 
$2,400,  and  British  India  and  the  Straits  Settlements  the  remainder. 

The  importation  of  diemists'  sundries  totaled  in  value  $141,502,  of 
which  the  United  States  supplied  to  the  value  of  $13,730  and  the 
United  Kingdom  $106,650. 
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American  watches  to  the  value  of  $2,419  were  imported  direct,  as 
against  importations  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  the  value  of 
$4,251  in  a  total  importation  of  $9,116.  The  United  States  supplied 
clocks  to  the  value  of  $6,093  in  total  importations  valued  at  $10,306. 

The  total  importations  of  typewriters  were  valued  at  $10,333,  of 
which  $4,171  was  credited  to  the  United  States  and  $4,022  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  To  Canada  values  of  $1,605  were  credited;  the 
balance  to  Germany.  The  above  figures  do  not  represent  the  actual 
facts,  for  many  American  machines  are  sold  through  the  British 
selling  agencies  of  American  manufacturers. 

Only  $890  worth  of  stationers'  supplies  came  from  the  United 
States.  The  total  import  values  were  $66,262,  and  of  these  the  United 
Kingdom  supplied  $58,950.  Toilet-soap  importations  reached  the 
value  of  $91,104,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $50,545, 
Japan,  $1,943 ;  Germany,  $1,807 ;  France,  $356,  and  th$  United  States, 
$1,306. 

Kerosene  oil  in  cases  to  the  value  of  $135,107  was  supplied  by  the 
United  States,  the  total  import  beinff  valued  at  $155,923.  All  the  oil 
imported  in  bulk  was  supplied  by  Someo. 

One-half  of  the  importations  of  lubricating  oils  were  credited  to 
the  United  States,  the  total  being  $42,503.  The  other  sources  of 
supply  were  the  Straits  Settlements,  Borneo,  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  Germany. 

rOODSTtJTFS,  TOBACCO  AND  LIQUORS. 

The  returns  as  to  importations  of  meats  are  wholly  indefinite  as 
to  countries  of  origin.  While  no  meat  importations  are  credited  to 
the  United  States,  this  office  is  informed  by  the  head  of  one  of  the 
largest  British  concerns  selling  meats  to  Ceylon  that  all  its  hams 
and  bacon  are  produced  in  America.  Ceylon  dealers  also  state  that 
much  of  their  beef  and  mutton,  which  originates  in  Australia,  is 
carried  past  Ceylon  in  cold  storage  and  is  not  put  ashore  until  the 
return  of  the  vessel  from  England,  which  country  is  credited  with 
the  importation.  The  importations  of  hams  aggregated  $54,913  in 
value,  of  frozen  beef  $12,907  and  of  frozen  mutton  $19,000. 

Of  cured  and  salted  fish  the  United  States  furnished  none.  Of 
tinned  fish  the  total  imports  amounted  to  $30,743.  Of  this  $23,015 
was  credited  to  the  United  Kingdom,  $1,000  each  to  France  and 
Germany  and  $3,254  to  the  United  States.  Wheat  flour  to  the  value 
of  $500,233  was  supplied  by  British  India  and  Australia.  The 
United  States  fumisned  none. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  Australia  were  credited  with  all  but  a 
small  percentage  of  the  preserved  fruits  imported,  the  total  value 
being  $66,820.  The  importations  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
valued  at  $31,415,  Australia  $30,000  and  the  United  States  $5,070. 

The  importations  of  biscuits  were  valued  at  $109,535.  Of  these 
the  United  Kingdom  supplied  $82,964,  Germany  $20,643,  Australia 
$5,879,  and  the  United  States  none.  Confectionery  importations 
aggregated  $72,629,  the  United  Kingdom  being  credited  with  $67,400. 
The  other  sources  of  supply  were  France,  Italy,  and  Australia. 

The  values  of  imported  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  snuff  aggre- 
gated $180,475.    Of  this  sum  $126,070  was  credited  to  Great  Bntain 
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and  $21^  to  the  United  States.  To  the  Philippine  Islands  $4,382 
was  credited.    Holland  also  supplied  cigars,  ana  Egypt  cigarettes. 

The  importations  of  champagne  totaled  $34,976,  or  which  France 
supplied  to  the  value  of  $27,911.  Burgundy,  bottled  and  in  wood, 
was  valued  at  $2,526,  France  being  the  principal  source  of  supply. 
Claret,  95  per  cent  of  which  came  from  France,  was  valued  at  $12,553. 
Sour  wines  to  the  value  of  $3,142  were  supplied  by  (Jermany  and 
$525  by  France.  Port  wine  importations  were  valued  at  $17,170. 
The  United  Kingdom  supplied  50  per  cent  of  the  bottled  port  and 
Spain  40  per  cent  of  that  imported  in  the  wood.  Under  the  head  of 
"  Wines,  unenumerated,"  the  United  States  was  credited  with  $9,189 
in  a  total  importation  of  $192,093. 

Bottled  beer  and  ale  valued  at  $68,789  were  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany,  Germany  supplying  to  the  value  of  $33,633. 
Importations  of  beer  in  the  wood  were  valued  at  $19,100,  practically 
all  of  which  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany  being  cred- 
ited with  only  $50  worth.  The  colony  imported  whisky  to  the  value 
of  $177,899;  gin,  $98,890;  brandy,  $119,736;  and  rectified  spirits, 
$160.  The  United  Kingdom  supplied  95  per  cent  of  the  whisky.  Hoi- 
land  95  per  cent  of  the  gin,  and  France  85  per  cent  of  the  brandy. 
Ceylon's  total  drink  bill  for  the  year  was  $700,763,  exclusive  of  the 
sums  spent  by  natives  of  the  island  for  arrack,  the  native  distillation. 

DIRECT   DEALINGS    WITH    THE    TTNITED    STATES. 

There  is  a  growing  disposition  on  the  part  of  Ceylon  exporters, 
both  European  and  native,  to  deal  direct,  if  possible,  with  American 
importers,  thus  saving  to  themselves  the  profits  which  go  to  British 
middlemen  when  their  goods  are  sold  through  London.  This  office 
is  frequently  in  receipt  of  requests  for  the  names  of  American  im- 
porters, and  it  is  quite  probable  that  soon  there  will  be  a  marked 
mcrease  in  the  returns  of  exports  direct  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  similar  tendency  on  the  part  of  Ceylon  importers,  but 
it  is  doubtful  whether  their  efforts  toward  making  direct  connections 
will  be  attended  by  any  marked  success,  as  several  local  importers 
have  found  it  impossible  to  do  business  direct  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  for  the  reason  that  their  terms  and  system 
of  credit  are  not  so  favorable  to  the  importer  as  those  which  are 
freely  accorded  by  European  houses.  While  the  American  exporter 
quotes  f.  o.  b.  prices,  cadi  against  documents,  the  European  quotes 
c  i.  f .  prices  and  allows  credit  ranging  upward  of  six  months  when 
desired. 
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The  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  in  1905  was 
$2,762,816;  1906,  $3,779,762;  and  1907,  $4,176,049.  The  leading 
items  were: 


Arttdes. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

CATdftmonifl 

$12,414 

112.778 

15,452 

289.812 

6,107 

176.900 

402,761 

1,460 

961,726 

732 

80.073 

766,708 

16.174 

23,246 

$6,841 
162.421 

25,824 
180.127 

28,066 

199,863 

667.511 

2,245 

1,479.215 

13,624 

107,487 

874,844 

16,849 

20,966 

$8,848 

Cinnamon - 

91.968 

Cocoa 

87.888 

OocoAnntif .  .  ^ . . .  x . .  x . 

245.908 
28.210 

112,686 

Fiber 

OU: 
Citronella 

Goooaniit 

604.082 
848 

Other 

Plumbft^o 

1.534,654 

Predoufl  stones 

85,566 

RubWr 

306,080 

Tea,  including  waste,  etc 

1,088, 9U 
16,677 

Yarn,  coir. . . ." '. 

other  articles 

16,706 

Total 

2.762,816 

8,779.762 

4.176,  (M9 

The  imports  into  Ceylon  from  the  Philippine  Islands  in  1905  were 
valued  at  $9,057;  1906,  $13,857;  and  1907,  $16,420,  while  the  exports 
thereto  for  the  three  years  amounted  to  $is,335,  $52,947,  and  $83,726, 
respectively. 


BEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  NOBTH  BOBNEO. 

By  Consul  Lbsteb  Maynabd,  Sandakan. 

The  total  imports  of  British  North  Borneo  in  1907  show  an  in- 
crease, excluding  treasure,  of  $181,540  ($101,562). •  This  is  chiefly 
due  to  larger  entries  of  cloth,  ironware,  oils,  provisions,  railway  and 
telegraph  materials,  spirits  and  wines,  and  sundries.  The  only  de- 
creases of  importance  are  in  machinery  and  vessels,  and  rice,  flour, 
and  grain.  Out  of  46  headings,  31  show  advances  and  15  reduced 
figures. 

Sandakan  shows  an  advance  of  $136,841  ($76,631),  principally  in 
ironware,  provisions,  rice,  flour,  and  grain,  spirits  and  wines,  and 
the  sundries  account.  Copra  improved  owin^  to  trade  with  Cagayan 
reviving  somewhat  again.  Macninery  imports  were  swelled  by  the 
arrivals  for  the  new  ice  and  aerated  water  factory.  The  headings 
which  record  decreases  are  of  small  consequence;  that  in  salt  was  due 
to  cheaper  supplies  being  obtained  from  the  Philippines,  the  actual 
weight  imported  being  more;  the  sugar  returns  likewise  give  greater 
quantity  but  less  value,  owing  to  large  entries  of  brown  sugar  taking 
tne  place  of  the  white  kind. 

Darvel  Bay  shows  an  increase  of  $115,296  ($64,566),  spread  over 
ironware,  machinery,  provisions,  railway  and  telegraph  materials, 
rattan,  and  spirits  and  wines.  The  only  decrease  worth  mentioning 
is  in  rice,  flour,  and  grain. 

Kudat  has  a  decrease  of  $150,340  ($84,190),  the  main  contributing 
articles  to  which  are  opium,  spirits  and  wines,  cloth,  machinery,  and 

«The  dollars  given  throughout  this  report  are  the  silver  dollars,  valued  at 
56  American  cents  each.  Equivalents  in  American  currency  are  given  In 
parentheses. 
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vessels,  railway  an4  telegraphic  materials,  rice,  flour,  and  ffrain. 
The  reductions  in  machinery  and  vessels  and  railway  materials  are 
chiefly  due  to  the  smaller  imports  of  the  British  Borneo  Exploration 
Company,  which  in  1906  imported  several  lighters  and  a  quantity 
of  railway  material  and  locomotives,  and  also  in  part  to  the  Marudu 
Bay  Company,  which  in  1906  imported  all  the  machinery  for  their 
cutch  factorv.  The  falling  off  in  opium  is  to  a  certain  extent  due 
to  the  extensive  reduction  m  the  number  of  coolies  employed  by  the 
British  Borneo  Exploration  Company,  but  still  more  to  the  anti- 
opium  crusade,  as  a  result  of  whicn  a  very  large  number  of  Chinese 
have  discontinued  the  use  of  the  drug.  The  only  increase  of  any 
note  is  in  damar,  which  comes  for  transshipment  to  Singapore  from 
the  southern  Philippines. 

Province  Keppel  shows  an  increase  of  $102,171  ($57,216)  under 
headings  of  cloth,  ironware,  opium,  provisions,  railway  and  telegraph 
material,  spirits  and  wines,  and  sundries.  Decreases  are  haroly 
noticeable.  The  report  sent  in  assigns  no  reason  for  the  various 
advances. 

Province  Dent  shows  a  decrease  of  $22,428  ($12,560) ,  made  up  by 
lesser  imports  in  cloth,  opium,  and  rice,  flour,  and  grain.  The  decrease 
is  probably  due  to  Jesselton  railway  graduallv  taking  possession  of 
the  up  country  trade,  the  Western  route  being  less  used  on  account  of 
the  difficulties  connected  therewith.  Some  of  the  shops  on  the  Weston 
line  moved  to  Beaufort,  and  a  great  many  natives  leit  the  district  for 
Tenom  to  search  for  jungle  produce. 

In  the  foregoing  deductions  treasure  is  excluded. 

EXPORTS. 

The  total  decrease  in  the  exports  from  British  North  Borneo  in 
1907,  exclusive  of  treasure,  amounts  to  $530,030  ($296,817),  and  this 
can  virtually  be  put  down  to  the  lesser  export  of  tobacco  from  Kudat. 
Birds'  nests  were  more  in  quantity,  but  prices  were  poor,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  lesser  value.  Dried  fish  and  shellfish  went  back 
slightly  both  in  quantity  and  value.  Gutta  exports  fell  off,  and  the 
live  stock  sent  away  was  less,  this  latter  on  account  of  no  trade  with 
the  Philippines,  as  in  1906.  Rattans  receded  in  Darvel  Bay  and 
Jesselton,  and  a  bad  market  at  Singapore  is  said  to  have  influenced  this 
product.  Sundries  account  was  reduced  by  there  being  no  manganese 
shipped  from  Kudat,  some  $30,000  ($16,800)  worth  teing  sent  away 
in  1906. 

The  main  advances  recorded  were  in  the  following  items:  Copra, 
mostly  due  to  trade  with  Philippines  passing  throu^  our  ports  for 
transshipment;  cutch  advanced  really  about  $50,000  ($28,000),  the 
extent  of  Kudat  shipments,  but  this  was  reduced  to  $27,000  ($15,120), 
on  account  of  value  of  cutch  exported  from  Sandakan  being  taken  at 
a  lower  figure  than  hitherto,  it  having  in  previous  years  been  over- 
valued; fruits  and  cocoanuts  appear  tetter,  due  to  larger  shipments 
of  cocoanuts  from  Sandakan.  Firewood  made  a  great  jump ;  this  was 
brought  about  by  the  putting  on  of  a  steamer  from  Hongkong  to 
Sandakan,  which  caused  a  great  reduction  in  freight  rates  and  in- 
duced many  people  to  go  in  for  cutting  and  shipping  firewood  and 
low-priced  timbers,  the  reduced  freight  enabling  profits  to  be  made  on 
the  cheaper  classes  of  wood ;  the  advance  in  the  timber  exports  is  due 
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to  this.  Sago  flour  rose  $17,367  ($9,726),  viz,  nearly  $7,000  ($3,920) 
in  Province  Keppel  and  $10,400  ($5,824)  in  Province  Dent. 

As  regards  the  different  stations: 

Sandakan  increased  $42,179  ($23,620),  mainly  due  to  cocoanuts, 
firewood,  timber,  tobacco,  and  sundries.  The  three  former  have  been 
explained  above.  The  increase  in  sundries  is  due  to  exports  of 
Silimpopon  coal,  which  reached  2,700  tons,  of  the  value  of  about 
$16,000  ($8,960).  Decreases  occurred  in  birds'  nests  and  cutch. 
Damar  and  dried  fish  and  shellfish  experienced  a  setback,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  only  temporary.  Seed  pearls  were  $6,000  ($3,360)  less 
than  in  1906,  due  to  the  nonworking  of  the  Maropp  beds,  which  are 
now  in  their  fallow  period.  Para  rubber  totaled  4,975  pounds,  valued 
at  $9,290  ($5,202),  against  474  pounds  in  1906,  valued  at  $715  ($400), 
all  from  the  Sekong  estate.  On  the  whole  the  export  trade  tor  the 
vear  was  good  for  tne  merchants,  as  they  must  have  profited  largely 
by  the  50  per  cent  reduction  in  freight  rates  brought  about  by  the 
putting  on  oy  the  Chinese  of  the  steamer  Progress. 

Darvel  Bay  decreased  $50,037  ($28,021),  accounted  for  chiefly  by 
dried  fish  and  shellfish,  gutta  and  rattan  trade  falling  off.  The  only 
increases  of  any  value  were  in  copra  and  garu  wood. 

Kudat  went  back  $591,874  ($331,449),  due  in  the  main  to  tobacco 
and  manganese.  The  only  important  increase  was  in  cutch,  in  which 
an  average  monthly  output  of  685  hundredweight  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

Province  Keppel  increased  by  $63,583  ($35,606),  rubber,  paddi, 
sago  flour,  and  tobacco  being  responsible.  Live-stock  and  rattan 
figures  diminished ;  the  latter  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  great  distances 
which  the  natives  now  have  to  go  to  collect,  and  also  to  the  weak 
market  at  Singapore. 

Province  Dent  figures  were  enlarged  to  the  extent  of  $6,119 
($3,427) J  copra,  damar,  and  sago  flour  being  mainly  accountable. 
Decreases  occurred  in  rubber,  live  stock,  and  timber. 


REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 


The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  State  compared  with  1906 
were  as  follows  in  silver  dollars : 


District. 

1906. 

1907. 

Increase 
(+)*nd 
decrease 

BKVBNUB. 

Sandakan  

$U8.711 
66,601 
69,079 
67,124 
18,738 

$126,147 
68,904 
68,678 
68,917 
19,187 

+I6,4» 
+11.808 

Darvel  Bay 

Kudat 

-    Sm 

Province  Keppel ^ 

+11,798 
+      404 

Province  Dent 

Total 

810, 148 

840,183 

+30,035 

EXPBNDITUKE. 

Sandakan , 

6,896 

6,860 
1,948 
1,024 
1.610 
1,814 
272 

—        36 

LahadDatu 

+  1,948 
+  1,024 
+  1,610 
—      226 

Tawao 

Kudat 

Jessel  ton 

2,040 
166 

Province  Dent 

+      106 

Total 

9,101 

18,628 

+  4.421 
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The  exports  of  tobacco  show  a  decrease  of  over  2,000  bales.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  on  some  estates  rubber  is  being  planted  where 
tobacco  was  formerly  grown.  The  prices  realized  ^r  tobacco  were 
satisfactory,  but  rubber  seems  to  be  more  attractive.  New  rubber 
estates  have  been  opened  and  seem  to  be  doing  well.  The  exports 
have  increased  over  600  piculs  (a  picul=133i  pounds),  making  an 
increase  value  of  $7,323  ($4,100).  In  a  few  years  more  the  new 
estates  will  begin  tapping  and  these  figures  will  be  greatly  increased. 
The  British  North  feomeo  government  has  cleared  a  large  tract  of 
land  parallel  to  the  railroad  and  have  planted  rubber  over  a  con- 
sideraole  portion. 

The  British  Borneo  Exploration  Company  has  made  no  ship- 
ments of  manganese  since  the  one  reported  in  1906  and  has  devoted 
its  time  to  prospecting.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  locate  smokeless 
coal  on  the  island  of  tfambongon,  off  the  north  coast  of  British  North 
Borneo,  but  without  success  to  date. 

The  Cowie  Harbor  Coal  Company  has  greatly  increased  its  coal 
output.  According  to  a  recent  report,  the  present  output  is  about 
65  tons  a  day  and  is  steadily  increasing.  The  railway  has  been  much 
improved  and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  ballasted.  The  line  will,  it  is 
anticipated,  be  finally  finished  in  July,  1908,  when  450-ton  lighters 
will  be  loaded  directly  from  the  mines.  The  wharf  at  Sebattik  Island 
is  finished,  there  being  over  3,000  tons  of  coal  in  stock.  There  are 
now  about  600  coolies  at  work. 

The  coal  wharf  at  Sandakan  has  supplied  many  ships  with  bunker 
coal,  and  very  favorable  reports  have  been  received. 

New  cutch  works  have  been  established  in  Maruda  Bay,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  under  review  exported  396  tons,  valued  at  $50,521 
($28,291.76).  The  exports  from  Sandakan  have  decreased  $23,028 
($12,895.68),  but  the  total  exports  from  the  two  factories  show  an 
increase  of  $27,458  ($15,376.48). 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS  OF  BRITISH   NORTH   BORNEO. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  British 
North  Borneo  in  1906  and  1907: 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


Aerated  waters 

Building  material 

Cloth 

Earthen  and  glass  ware. . . 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Fomiture 

Hemp,  rope  and  cordage. 

Ironware 

Jewelry 

Kerosene  oil 

Machinery  and  vessels — 

Matches. 

Musical  instruments 

Oils,  not  kerosene 

Opium 

Provisions 


1906. 

1 
1907. 

983,343 

t89,143 

20,968 

16.796 

887,164 
23^788 

412,225 

28,806 

15,401 

21,461 

18,918 

23,672 

9,789 

11,288 

82,548 

112,083 

7,981 

9,809 

57,720 

62,451 

76,007 

48,119 

11,588 

10,987 

6,181 

5,832 

42,560 

53,687 

126,188 

126,964 

173,317 

2U,694 

Articles. 


Paints  and  painters'  ma- 
terials  , 

Railway  and  telegraph 
materials 

Rice,  flour,  and  grain 

Salt 

Spirits  and  wines , 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Treasure 

Thread  and  yams 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


920,645 


2,968,982 


1907. 


915,834 


57,479 

68,625 

702,241 

674,681 

29,569 

26,728 

109.410 

148,779 

28,120 

27,890 

70,966 

73,005 

19,768 

20,973 

86,875 

94,116 

479,266 

229,850 

25.957 

23.298 

270,835 

823.656 

2,921,100 
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EXPORTS. 


Articles. 


Beeswax 

Birds'  nests 

Camphor 

Copra 

Catch 

Damar 

Dried  fish  and  shellfish. . . 

Gambler 

Qharu  wood,  barks,  and 

roots 

G  utta-percba 

Hides 

India  rubber 

Rattan 

Imports: 

Sandakan 

Dayel  Bay 

Kudat 

Province  Keppel 

Province  Dent 

Total 


1906. 


15,738 

21,867 

12,062 

104,853 

162,488 


1907. 


•9,849 

tl2,219 

80,869 

64.647 

85.191 

82,075 

14.859 

86,476 

148,520 

170,978 

m,467 

111,007 

182,715 

136,548 

11.270 

10,191 

18,549 
7,888 

13,889 
112. 176 
108.825 


Articles. 


SaRO  flour , 

Shark  fins 

Shells 

Timber 

Tobacco  r 

Estate  grown 

Native    and    Chinese 

grown 

Treasure 

Trepang 

Tortoise  shell 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1906. 


f93.773 
10.998 
18,634 

479,304 

2,984,645 

19,596 

106,822 

21,614 

11,787 

254,528 


1907. 


$111,140 

7.5» 

18.601 

529,933 

2,459.122 

26.302 
111,822 

16. 110 

8,987 

214.438 


4,857,943      4.832,918 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS,  BY  PORTS. 


$1,187,577 
499,600 
704,763 
444,102 
152,950 


2,988,982 


$1,250,872 
530,026 
446,200 
558,978 
140,024 


2,921,100 


Exports: 

Sandakan  

Davel  Bay 

Kudat 

Province  Keppel . 
Province  Dent ... 


Total . 


$1,226,875 

1,368,605 

1,890,252 

236,608 

150,603 


$1,280,794 

1,304,438 

1.297,466 

800.084 

150.181 


4,857,948       4,332,913 


8IAM  AND  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES- 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  reports  of  consular  officers  on  trade  conditions  in  Siam  and 
the  Dutch  East  Indies,  including  Java,  Madura,  Sumatra,  and  other 
islands,  show  that  the  total  imports  into  Siam  were  $28,327,868  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1908,  while  the  United  States  exported 
to  that  country  in  the  calendar  year  1908,  $385,196.  The  exports  from 
Siam  during  the  fiscal  year  were  valued  at  $35,904,460,  of  which, 
according  to  Siamese  figures,  only  $845  came  to  the  United  States. 
These  figures  are  misleading,  as  the  declared  value  of  exports  from 
Bangkok  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  amoimted  to  $77,842, 
while  the  statistics  of  the  United  States  show  that  the  value  of  the 
imports  from  Siam  in  1908  was  $90,976.  But  as  a  large  percentage 
of  both  the  exports  from  Siam  and  the  imports  into  that  coimtry  are 
reshipped  at  Singapore  and  Hongkong,  correct  statistics  are  not 
available.  The  United  Kingdom  and  its  colonies  are  credited  with 
84  per  cent  of  Siam's  exports  and  with  76  per  cent  of  the  imports, 
because  Singapore  and  Hongkong  are  British  ports. 

In  1898  the  United  Kingdom  owned  78  per  cent  of  the  tonnage 
using  the  port  of  Bangkok,  but  the  latest  returns  show  only  13  per 
cent  Britidi  and  51  per  cent  Gterman.  The  Norwegians  have  more 
vessels  in  this  trade  in  number  and  tonnage  than  the  United  Kingdom. 
Siam  is  on  a  gold  basis,  though  there  is  practically  no  gold  in  circula- 
tion. Great  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Government  to  develop  the 
national  resources.    The  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Malays 
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and  other  races  is  said  to  be  very  great,  and  with  raikoad  facilities  that 
are  being  provided  rich  forests  and  mines  hitherto  unapproachable  can 
be  developed.  The  British  consular  agent  at  Chiengmai  complains 
that  those  engaged  in  developing  the  teak  forests  are  hampered  by 
elephant  thefts,  stating  that  two  British  firms  lost  43  elephants  in  one 
year,  and  an  elephant  is  worth  on  an  average  about  $2,000.  There  are 
over  300  automobiles  in  use  in  Bangkok  and  not  a  single  one  of 
American,  make.  Kerosene  imports  have  been  increasing  rapidly, 
but  84  per  cent  of  the  increase  comes  from  Sumatra  and  16  per  cent 
from  the  United  States.  Of  the  exports  from  Bangkok  76  per  cent  of 
the  total  is  made  up  of  rice  and  13  per  cent  of  teak.  Nearly  $5,000,000 
worth  of  cotton  goods  are  imported  at  Bangkok,  75  per  cent  of  which 
comes  from  British  ports. 

The  insignificance  of  the  American  trade  with  Siam  is  probably 
due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  direct  communication  between 
the  two  countries,  and  American  manufacturers  depend  largely  upon 
foreigners  to  handle  their  goods.  The  Siamese  market,  it  seems, 
offers  splendid  opportimities  for  many  American  articles,  such  as 
chemicals  and  medicines,  provisions,  glassware,  machinery  and  other 
iron  and  steel  manufactures,  flour,  and  agricultiural  implements,  and 
if  more  energy  were  displayed  by  American  exporters  and  manu- 
factiu'ers  no  doubt  the  trade  would  be  greatly  augmented. 

The  aggregate  trade  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  for  1907  amounted 
to  $238,359,270,  of  which  $94,757,890  were  imports,  an  increase  in 
imports  of  $802,515  over  the  previous  year.  The  piurchases  from  the 
United  States  amounted  to  $1,771,263,  an  increase  of  $116,768  over 
1906. 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies  in 
the  year  1908  were  $2,276,104,  while  the  imports  from  that  country 
were  $22,294,772.  This  one-sided  condition  of  the  trade  with  Java 
and  Siunatra  has  long  continued,  and  is  due  largely  to  the  importa- 
tion of  sugar  into  the  United  States.  Java  produced  1,282,705  tons 
of  sugar  in  1907.  In  addition  to  sugar,  Java  and  Madura  have  over 
11,000,000  acres  of  rice  land,  and  produce  100,000,000  pounds  of 
coffee,  50,000,000  kilos  of  tobacco,  besides  large  quantities  of  tea, 
cinchona,  opium,  indigo,  cacao,  etc.  There  are  about  36,000,000 
inhabitants  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  of  which  number  75,000  are 
Europeans  or  of  European  descent.  The  largest  revenue  is  from 
tin,  but  the  opium  and  salt  monopolies  furnish  23  per  cent  of  the 
revenue.  A  law  took  effect  on  March  1,  1908,  abolishing  the  one 
which  was  in  force  up  to  that  time  compelling  the  natives  to  give 
free  labor  to  the  Grovemment,  and  obliging  them  to  sell  coffee  at  $6 
for  136  pounds  of  the  best  quality.  But  they  are  now  compelled  to 
pay  a  direct  tax,  which  they  formerly  escaped.  The  United  States 
formerly  supplied  a  good  deal  of  flour  to  Java,  but  that  is  now  obtained 
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from  Australia.  Java  buys  six  times  as  much  from  the  TJnited 
Kingdom  as  she  sells  to  that  country^  and  sells  to  the  United  States 
about  ten  times  as  much  as  she  buys  from  this  country.  But  while 
Siam  procures  its  petroleum  from  Sumatra  to  a  very  large  extent, 
Java  buys  more  from  the  United  States  than  it  does  from  Sumatra. 
Petroleum  constitutes  the  largest  single  item  of  imports  from  the 
United  States,  followed  by  resin,  iron  and  steel  goods,  tobacco,  cigars 
and  cigarettes,  canned  goods,  and  flour  in  the  order  named. 

Java  imports  cotton,  haberdashery  and  provisions,  flour,  etc., 
which  the  United  States  could  well  supply,  but  does  not  do  so  not- 
withstanding the  large  purchases  of  Javanese  products  by  the  United 
States.  In  1907  steamers  to  the  number  of  1,108  entered  the  port  of 
Batavia  and  harbor  of  Tandjong-Priok  but  not  one  of  the  number 
was  under  the  American  flag.  There  is  a  splendid  field  in  the  Dutch 
East  Indies  for  trade  expansion,  and  in  view  of  the  large  purchases 
made  by  the  United  States  return  sales  should  increase  rapidly  with 
proper  steamship  communication  and  efforts  on  the  part  of  American 
exporters. 


BEVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  SIAM. 

By  Consul-Gbneral  John  Van  A.  MacMurrat,  Bangkok. 

Computed  in  the  money  of  the  country,  ticals,  the  imports  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  were  somewhat  less,  and  the 
exports  largely  less,  than  in  the  calendar  year  1906.  But  com- 
puting at  the  increased  value  of  the  tical — 32  cents  in  1906  and  36 
cents  m  1 907-8 — the  imports  and  exports  show  a  gain  as  compared  with 
the  calendar  year  1906,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement: 


Imports  and  exports. 

1906. 

1907^ 

Impnrt^. 

124,321,585 
35.892,273 

S28,327,86S 
35,904,460 

Exports 

Total 

59,718,858 

H292,928 

Expressed  in  American  money,  the  imports  for  1907  were  ^ater 
than  in  any  previous  year,  and  the  exports  greater  than  m  any 
previous  year  except  1906. 

AMEBIOAN   TBADE   IN   SIAM. 

American  trade  with  Siam  is  insignificant,  and  the  fact  is  none  the 
less  discounting  because  the  reasons  therefor  are  clear.  Siam  lies 
on  the  meridian  farthest  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  United 
States;  there  is  no  direct  communication  from  any  American  port, 
and  there  is  in  Bangkok  only  one  independent  American  import  firm, 
a  distributing  station  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  a  sales 
agency  for  the  Smith  Premier  typewriter.     For  the  transportation 

Digitized  by  V^JiOO^  It^ 


COMMEBCE  AUD  INDU8TBIE8  OF  SIAM. 


559 


and  distribution  of  their  goods  American  manufacturers  are  depend- 
ent upon  the  courtesy  of  loreigners,  and  that  in  a  part  of  the  world 
where  national  rivalries  are  aEnormally  keen.  It  would  seem  that 
American  manufacturers  are  indifferent  to  the  Siamese  market. 
They  have  sent,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  only  one  commercial 
traveler  to  Siam  in  more  than  a  year.  They  have,  it  is  true,  sent 
vast  quantities  of  advertising  literature,  which  has  had  no  appreciable 
result.  Much  of  this  advertising  material,  even  from  firms  expe- 
rienced in  the  export  trade,  is  in  Spanish,  and  is  wronglv  addressed. 
And  yet  this  market  seems  to  oflFer  good  though  limited  opportuni- 
ties for  certain  American  staples,  especially  for  flour,  canned  pro- 
visions, oil,  agricultural  and  TTiilliiig  machinery,  light  hardware,  and 
a  reliable  medium  grade  of  automobiles  and  motor  boats. 

The  following  items  of  imports,  credited  by  the  Siamese  customs 
to  the  United  States  during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and 
1908,  have  been  collated  from  a  mass  of  statistics,  not  so  much  for 
their  gross  value  as  for  pointers,  showing  the  particular  lines  in  which 
the  goods  are  forcing  themselves  on  this  marKet,  for  they  do  not  owe 
their  presence  therem  to  any  efforts  of  American  exporters.  They 
constitute  a  good  beginning  for  our  exporters,  however. 


Articles. 


Anns  and  explosives 

Books,  printed 

Carriages,  motors,  etc 

Chemicals  and  medicines. 

China  ware 

Clothing 

Cordage 

Cotton  goods 

Electrical  goods.. ^ 

Pi8h,sahnon 

Glassware 

Hardware 

Fnmltnre 

Jewelry 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware. . . 

Leatner  manufactures 

Machinery 


1907. 


1267 

2,161 

2,393 

10,875 

133 

550 

301 

813 

1,808 


l,n3 
5,091 
3,168 


54,462 

316 

58,463 


1908. 


S339 

813 

7,988 

5,640 

335 

473 

785 

303 

4,132 

510 

1,987 

12,645 

2,512 

1,534 

72,946 

333 

70,744 


Articles. 


Machine  belting 

Brass  vrtae 

Iron  and  steel  goods. 
Other  metal  goods. . . 

Provisions 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Liquid  fuel 

Lubricating. 

Paints  and  dyes 

Paper 

Soap 

Stationery 

Tobacco  (cigarettes). 
Unenumerated 


Total. 


1907. 


S503 
687 

10,224 
806 

18,292 

140,947 


17,845 
67 


32,882 


366,844 


1908. 


1435 

496 

8,686 

832 

15,719 

146,867 

2,646 

25,979 

291 

399 

77 

1,372 

25,042 

11,583 


424,443 


SIAMESE   FINANCES. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  finances  of  Siam  is  the  ficti- 
tious enhancement  of  the  value  of  the  tical,  the  standard  silver  coin, 
which  had,  under  a  system  of  free  coinage,  been  worth  three-fifths 
of  the  Mexican  dollar.  By  a  decree  published  November  27,  1902, 
the  mint  was  closed  to  free  coinage,  and  it  was  publicly  stated  that 
for  the  future  "any  person  desiring  to  obtain  ticals  from  the  treas- 
ury could  do  so  by  depositing  an  equivalent  sum  in  gold  with  the 
government  bankers  in  London  at  a  rate  of  exchange  to  be  ascer- 
tained on  application  to  the  ministry  of  finance.''  On  the  day  of 
the  closing  of  the  mint  the  value  of  the  tical  was  22.37  cents;  the 
present  rate  (September,  1908)  is  36.5  cents.  Whatever  may  be  the 
ultimate  result,  this  artificial  exaltation  of  the  value  of  the  monetary 
unit  by  63  per  cent  in  eight  years  has  temporarily  xmsettled  the 
market.  Labor  and  retaU  gooas  command  at  least  the  same  prices, 
in  ticals,  as  before,  but  the  enhanced  value  of  the  unit  is  most  directly 
disadvantageous  to  the  large  exporters,  and  through  them,  of  course, 
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affects  the  rest  of  the  community.    Meanwhile  the  very  low  rate 
of  silver  has  diverted  interest  from  conmiercial  and  industrial  enter- 

{)rises,  and  has  drawn  much  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  into  specu- 
ation  in  Hongkong  and  Chinese  silver.    The  final  readjustment  is 
still  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

RAILBOADS  AND   SHIPPING  RETURNS. 


The  development  of  railroads  in  Siam  is  indicated  by  the  following 
statement:  Roval  Siamese  state  railways,  standard  gage,  485  miles; 
private  railroads,  narrow  gage,  574  miles;  total,  1,059  nmes.  Besides 
the  completed  lines  mentioned,  the  Royal  Siamese  state  railways  have 
imder  construction  an  extension  of  150  miles  of  the  main  northern 
line,  from  Pitsanuloke,  through  Outeradit,  to  Nakon  Lampang,  and  a 
spur  of  18  miles  from  Ban  Dara  to  Sawankaloke.  Tracl^  have  now 
been  laid  over  some  60  miles  of  this  extension. 

German  steamship  lines  maintain  a  regular  weekly  service  between 
Bangkok  and  Singapore,  and  have  frequent  thou^  irregular  sailings 
on  both  the  Singapore  and  Hongkong  routes.  The  Chino-Siamese 
Line,  which  was  to  have  entered  into  competition  with  both  these 
services  early  in  1908,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  do  so.  A  French  line 
maintains  a  fortnightly  service  to  Saigon.  A  Danish  line  has  inau- 
gurated a  regular  monthly  direct  service  between  Bangkok  and  Copen- 
hagen and  Antwerp.  The  same  Danish  line  has  hitherto  controlled 
the  fleet  of  coasting  steamers,  under  the  Siamese  flag,  which  main- 
tains a  weekly  service  along  the  east  coast  to  Chanta^on  and  along 
the  west  coast  to  Singapore;  this  fleet,  however,  is  shortly  to  be 
transferred  to  a  Siamese  company.  Besides  the  regidar  lines  here 
mentioned,  there  are  a  number  of  tramp  steamers,  mostly  Norwe- 
gian and  JBritish,  more  or  less  regularly  engaged  in  the  trade  with 
this  port. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  entrances  of  steam  and  sailing 
vessels,  by  nationaUty,  at  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  the  calendar 
year  1907: 


Nationality. 


STEAMSHIPS. 

British 

Danish 

Dotoh 

FlBDCh 

Q«nnan 

Norwedan 

Kosslan 

fise 

T^>tal  steam 


Namber. 


100 

4 

23 

26 

20S 

210 

1 

54 


713 


Tonnage. 


06^881 
6,«77 
14,367 
0,776 
^816,574 
166,855 
2,019 
10,882 


631,031 


NationaUty. 


SAXLOCO  TB88ELS. 

Oennan 

Swedish 

Total  saO 

Total  saU  and 

Jimks 


Number. 


1.068 
880 


S.7D8 


MINES   AND  AGBICULTUKB. 


In  September,  1907,  it  was  ascertained  that  mining  leases  had 
been  granted  as  follows:  To  Siamese,  274;  British,  16;  Danish,  7; 
Dutch,  5;  Austrians,  4^  Americans,  Germans,  and  Italians.  1  each. 
Of  these  only  the  tin  mmes  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Malay  reninsula 
are  notably  successful.     It  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  Straits 
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Settlements  that  6,350,933  pounds  of  tin,  valued  at  $2,326,866,  and 
8,138,400  pounds  of  tin  ore,  valued  at  $1,903,476,  were  sent  from 
Siamese  territory  to  Singapore  and  Penang  during  1907.  These 
fig;ures  doubtless  represent  fairly  accurately  the  product  of  the 
Siamese  mines,  which  suffered  greatly  from  the  low  price  for  tin 
which  prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  1907. 

The  quantity  of  rice  available  for  export  in  1907  was  small — 
1,531,826,660  pounds  of  all  sorts,  against  2,055,668,260  pounds  in 
1906.  This  was  due  partly  to  the  smallness  of  the  crop  and  partly 
to  the  fact  that  the  up-country  growers  held  back  much  of  theu: 
supply,  standi]^  out  for  the  usual  prices  in  ticals  of  enhanced  value. 
The  scarcity  of  rice  was  reUeved  in  the  early  months  of  1908,  when 
the  new  crop  came  down  to  Bangkok,  bringing  the  total  export 
figures  for  the  Siamese  year  ended  March  31, 1908,  up  to  1,782,715,460 
poimds,  as  compared  with  1,924,520,616  pounds  for  the  previous 
year  and  1,738,692,133  pounds  for  the  average  of  the  preceding 
nve  years. 

CHINESE   LABOB  IN   SIAM — ^TRADE-MARKS. 

Owing  to  the  sparsity  of  the  native  population,  Chinese  labor  is 
verjT  largely  and  increasingly  employed.  No  vital  statistics  are 
avfiSlable,  but  it  may  be  conjectured  that  the  total  population  of  the 
coimtry  is  between  5,000,000  and  7,000,000,  and  that  the  Chinese 
(including  those  bom  in  Siam  who  retain  distinctive  Chinese  customs) 
form  a  fourth  or  a  third  of  the  total;  in  Bangkok  itself,  with  700,000 
inhabitants,  the  proportion  of  Chinese  is  doubtless  greater.  The 
immigration  and  tne  emigration  statistics  unfortunately  give 
only  the  totals,  but  the  following  table  of  the  movement  of  deck 
(steerage)  passengers  into  and  from  Bangkok  by  sea  during  the 
years  ended  Marcn  31,  1907  and  1908,  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
immigration  of  coolies.  The  arrivals  from  and  departures  for  Hong- 
kong and  Chinese  ports  are  almost  without  exception  Chinese,  and 
from  and  to  Singapore  mostly  East  Indians  and  Malays: 


Ports. 

1907. 

1908. 

Arrivals.      Departures. 

Arrivals. 

DeiMUtares. 

Wniffipom 

8,345                6,301 
2,802  1             32,036 
49,511                    609 
7,027    

13,044 
2,631 
62,332 
10,395 
260 
20 

0,409 

42,378 

1,520 

H^^«- 

Hftfhnw 

Saigon 

391  1                  390 
14                      35 

304 

AU  other 

38 

Total 

08,090               39,371 

88,691 

53,644 

The  first  Siamese  legislation  for  the  protection  of  trade-marks 
and  analogous  rights  is  contained  in  the  new  penal  code,  which 
became  operative  September  21,  1908;  sections  235-239  impose 
penalties  of  fine,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  for  the  offenses 
of  fraudulently  using  for  business  purposes  a  name  to  which  the 
user  is  not  entitled,  for  counterfeiting  or  fraudulently  imitating 
trade-marks^  and  for  importing  or  selling  goods  with  such  counter- 
feited or  imitated  names  or  trtuie-marks. 
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THE   FOREIGN  TRADE. 

As  the  Siamese  custom-house  has  abandoned  the  calendar  year 
as  the  period  for  its  returns  in  favor  of  the  Siamese  year  ending 
March  31,  it  will  be  necessary  to  indicate  the  development  of  trade 
by  a  comparison  of  the  returns  for  Siamese  years.  • 

The  followinj?  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  Siam  during  the  years  ended  March  31,1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Arms,  ammanitioii,  and 
explosives 

Carnages,  cycles,  and  mo- 
tor cars  (motor  can 
chiefly) 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  drags. . . . . 

China  and  earthen  ware: 

Coarse , 

Fine 

Clothing 

Cordage 

Cotton  goods: 

Palais,  paporus,  sa- 
rongs,    slendangs, 

anapatas 

Prints  and  chintses. . . 

White  shirting 

Oravshirting , 

Turkey  red  cloth 

Yarns 

Piece  goods 

Singlets , 

Unenumerated , 

Total  cotton  manu- 
factures  

Electrical  goods 

Olass  and  giafsware 

Gold  leaf 

Hardware  and  cutlery . . . . 

Hats,  caps,  etc 

Jewelry: 

Gold  and  silver 

Precious  stones,  set 

and  unset 

Machinery: 

Steam:  Milling,  ma- 
rine, and  other 

Other  than  steam 

Metal  and  metal  manu- 

lisotures: 

Brass  and  brass  ware. 

Copper   and   copper 

ware , 

Iron  and  steel— 
Galvanised 
sheets 


1907. 


$60^802 


142,064 
141,005 
328,390 

214,293 
£6,420 
825,806 
104,458 


1,021,942 
349,039 
973,638 
611,027 
45,545 
700,542 
1,114,036 
50,248 
560,028 


6,326,045 


43,304 

103,027 

2,661,475 

635,888 

161,667 

328,193 

385,468 


200,591 
61,233 


1908. 


141,646 


166,064 
158,273 
384,602 

250,053 

60,649 

271,568 

136,716 


1,253,388 
517,803 
1,017,092 
484,829 
51,075 
638,727 
817,332 
76,975 
646,121 


5,401,842 

115,140 
170,999 
2,517,862 
522,699 
141,063 

213,760 

350,006 

266,060 
346,094 


234,382 
43,606 


228,332 


398,193 


Articles. 


Metal  and  metal  manu- 
facturea— Continued. 
Iron  and  steel— Con. 
Cast  and  wrought 

iron 

Railroad  material. 

All  other  iron  and 

steel 


Total  iron  and 
steel 


All  other  metals  and 
manufactures  of . . . . 

Oils:  Kerosene,  lubricat- 
ing, liquid  fuel,  etc 

Opium 

Paints,  colors,  and  dyes. . 

Paper,  and  paper  manu- 
fMJtnres 

Provisions 

Silk  piece  goods 

Soap 

Staiioi 

Suear,  re 

Tobaooo  manufsotures. 
including  cigars  and 
ctsarettes 

Umbrellas,  ootton  and 
paper 

Wax  candles 

Wood: 

Planks  and  rafters. . .. 
ManuiiAOtures,  includ- 
ing furniture 

Wines,  beers,  whisky, 
brandy,  etc 

All  other  merchandise — 

Total  mertdiandlse.. 


Treasure: 

Silver  ooin.. 
Goldooin... 


1907. 


1346^823 
442,086 

304,204 


1,413,044 


391,421 

860,777 
629,968 
325,946 

208,306 
2,037,860 

763,966 
94,450 

116,770 
1,168^159 


303,648 

165,995 
94,605 

257,455 

163,173 

599,506 
3,760,507 


34,624,046 


•\     806,302 


Total  treasure 
Total  imports. 


1906. 


ta7S»7D4 
447,419 

694^518 


1,715,884 


348^182 

300^687 

312,358 

3,330,867 

1,014,430 

9?,673 

106,180 

041,007 


307,896 

176,559 
113, 7n 

850,458 

113,410 

544,150 
4,830,754 


36,462,397 


f    1,860,«7 
\  6,044 


1,865,471 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  Siam,  by  articles, 
during  the  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Hides 

Dried  mussels 

Salted  flsh 

Pepper 

Silk  and  silk  pleoe  goods.. 


1907. 


$461,375 
106,316 
442,365 
335,442 
304,391 


1906. 


r 


$361,377 
91,091 
488,292 
278,948 
334,793 


Articles. 


1907. 


Rice $27,034,834 


Teak 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


4,401,797 
1,845,160 


34,033,660 


1906. 


$37,300,334 
4,806,365 
3,334,870 


85,004,460 
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IMPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  Siam  from  the 
several  countries  during  the  calendar  year  1906  and  the  year  ended 
March  31,  1908: 


Countries. 


United  States.... 

Austria 

Belgium 

Ot^inft. 

Coohin  China 

Denmark 

Dutdi  possessions. 

France 

Germany 

Holland 


1906. 

1006. 

1365,844 

S424,443 

127,012 

160,186 

244,026 

299,164 

1,210,811 

2,205,684 

200,850 

215,796 

150,662 

184,061 

300,048 

562,936 

255,483 

387,174 

1,501,350 

1,603,861 

198,434 

335,820 

Countries. 


Hongkong 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Singapore 

Switserland 

United  Kingdom 
Other  countries.. 

Total 


1906. 


»5,S1«^098 

l,:i7 1.-48 

12.^,U'92 

13},tl60 

7/Jl  1.706 

:i2,s,-i09 

3  -'■  '178 

67 


24,321,585 


1908. 


»7, 711, 927 
1,841,403 

141,711 

181,622 
7,471,207 

317,310 
4,200,406 

173,077 


28,327,868 


EXPORTS   BY  OOUNTRIES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  Siam  to  the 
several  coimtries  during  the  calendar  year  1906  and  the  year  ^nded 
March  31,  1908: 


Countries. 

1006. 

1006. 

Countries. 

1006. 

1908. 

United  States 

82 

13,523,377 

13,200,103 

2,544,873 

243,071 

140,467 

1,327,114 

112 

1845 

12,537,575 

13,061,723 

3,204,747 

111,370 

163,144 

268,732 

565,634 

United  Kingdom 

$470,172 

1,316 

110,121 

2,000,278 
822,378 

11,313,620 

Hondcone 

Japan 7. 

218,113 
210,339 

SineaDore 

In™ 

Europe,    not    otherwise 

Denmark 

3,540,190 
688,410 

France 

A?SSeroountriea 

Total 

Oermany 

Holland,!!*'    ""'* 

35,302,273 

35,904,460 

The  foregoing  and  all  other  figures  concerning  origin  of  imports  and 
destination  of  exports  are  valuable  only  as  general  indications  of  the 
distribution  of  trade.  Because  of  the  fact  that  the  customs-house 
has  at  present  no  authority  to  demand  full  declarations  of  ultimate 
origin  and  destination,  a  very  large  proportion  of  both  imports  and 
exports  is  necessarily  credited  to  the  transshipment  ports  of  Hong- 
kong and  Singapore.  The  effect  of  this  is  illustrated  by  the  customs- 
house  return  of  $845  as  the  total  of  exports  from  Siam  to  the  United 
States  during  the  year  ended  March  31.  1908,  whereas  consular 
invoices  were  certified  for  such  exports  to  tne  value  of  $77,842  during 
that  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement,  which  shows 
the  exports  declared  at  Bangkok  for  the  United  States  during  the 
years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Curios 

Fruits,  seeds,  etc 

Oamboge 

Oum  benjamin 

Household  and  personal  effects. 
Fiqpper  (white) 


1007. 


$7 


65,712 


1908. 


$190 


6,310 

835 

613 

39,446 


Articles. 


1907. 


Rice  (white,  broken) $82,986 

Teak I    3,685 

Wrenches  (returned) I 


Total 152,390 


1908. 


$29,629 
820 


77,842 
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TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

By  CoNSXTL  B.  S.  Baibdbn,  Bjltayul,  Jaya. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  for  1907;  compris- 
ing Java  and  Madura,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  and  otiier  islands,  amoimted 
to  $238,359,270,  against  $226,327,232  in  1906.  The  imports  in  1907 
were  valued  at  $94,757,890  and  the  exports  $143,601,380,  against 
imports  worth  $93,955,375  and  exports  $132,371,857  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  trade  with  the  United  States  in  1907  amounted  to  $19,409,694, 
of  which  $1,771,263  were  imports  and  $17,638,431  were  exports, 
against  imports  valued  at  $1,654,495  and  exports  worth  $14,485,481 
in  1^06. 

The  imports  as  recorded  in  detail  from  the  United  States  for  1905, 
1906,  and  1907,  were  as  follows: 


Artides. 


1905. 


190S. 


1907. 


Anns  an4  ammunition. 


Canned  goods 

Cars,  carriages  and  parts: 

Automobiles 

Bicycles 

Carriages,  etc 

Clocks  and  watches 

Copperware  and  nails 

Cordage 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Canvas 

Drills 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dry  goods,  not  elsewhere  spedfled. 

Eartnenware 

Fertilizers 

Flour 

Furniture •. 

Glassware 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Surgical,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Cutlery 

Machinery 

Nails 

other 

Lamps 

Leather  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Harness 

other 


Oil: 


Lubricating. . . . 

Naphtha 

Petroleum 

Paints 

Paper 

Provisions: 

Ilams 

Lard 

Meat,  salted 

Resin 

Soap 

Tinware 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc.. 
Varnish. 


Wax,  paraffin 

Wine 

Woodwork 

All  other  articles.. 


Total 1,662,498 


$1,608 

8,400 

48,080 

90,922 
8,482 

10,760 
3,488 
2,803 
8,420 

4,090 

6,892 

2,282 

0,424 

1,516 

182 

42,130 

840 

496 

964 
1,262 

1,026 
48,331 

6,611 
54,006 
20,981 

1,245 

946 

2,960 

60,000 


900.511 
2,856 
1,152 

983 
868 

6,097 

191,758 

839 

1,204 

65,924 


1,240 


466 
10,660 


$2,876 
6,000 
47,092 

22,502 
5,305 

11,758 
2,645 
2,920 
8,760 

6,045 

4,920 

4,260 

7,080 

860 

196 

84,263 

660 

673 

1,235 
1,160 

1,010 
50,366 
12,330 
55,840 
23,412 

1,740 

982 

8,180 

07,440 


964.940 
2,453 
2,115 

990 

350 

5,000 

188,970 

690 

1,585 

76,073 

300 

1,762 

8,640 

690 

22,857 


$2,786 
8,000 

50,746 

46,660 
2,400 

12,770 
2,876 
8,100 
8,050 

5,840 

6,510 

4,880 

6,875 

1,000 

825 

35,740 

665 

668 

3,000 
1,870 

1,540 
52,  UO 
13,610 
51,074 
25,150 

2,800 
1,060 
5,210 

72,000 

4.700 

1,015,049 

2,460 

2,250 

1,600 


5,410 

186,900 

730 

1,860 

73,583 

360 

28,640 

8,600 

2,190 

23,328 


1,«64,4 


1,771,263 
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PUBOHASES  OF  AUTOMOBILES,   OABEIAGES,   AND  MAOHINEBY. 

The  imports  of  automobiles  in  1907  amoimted  to  $362,263,  of  which 
the  United  States  furnished  $46,560  worth,  an  increase  of  $22,968 
over  1906.  Foreign  manufacturers,  other  than  American^how  much 
activity  in  pushing  their  business,  and  many  English,  French,  and 
Dutch  concerns  have  agencies  here  doing  a  good  business.  There  are 
probably  ten  different  makes  of  automobiles  in  Java,  and  among  the 
finest  is  an  American  car  in  the  hands  of  a  good  agent,  who  unfortu- 
nately handles  other  makes.  Two  American  makes  of  machines 
appear  to  have  been  the  favorites  during  1907,  especially  as  one  was 
purchased  by  the  governor-general.  The  value  of  bicycles  imported 
during  the  year  was  $157,742,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished 
only  $2,400  worth. 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  importation  of  carriages  and 
material  from  the  United  States,  the  value  in  1907  being  $12,770 
against  $11,758  in  1906.  American  carriages  are  used  very  much  in 
tEe  interior,  though  few  are  seen  in  the  cities.  The  Chinese  at  Sama- 
rang  and  Soerabaya  use  them  considerably.  There  was  also  a  num- 
ber of  American  racing  gigs  imported  during  1907. 

The  total  imports  of  machinery  for  1907  were  valued  at  $4,849,640, 
of  which  agriciutural  machinery  amoxmted  to  $1,435,000.  The  value 
of  American  machinery  purchased  during  the  year  1907,  almost  en- 
tirely agricultural  macninery,  is  given  at  $52,110,  against  $50,356  for 
1906.  Although  a  large  American  engineering  firm  is  represented 
at  Batavia  and  ooerabaya,  most  of  their  imported  machinery  (sold  as 
American)  is  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  and  marked  with  the 
firm's  name  in  New  York  and  Glasgow.  By  doing  this  the  firm  in 
question  is  able  to  compete  with  other  engineering  concerns,  saving 
heavy  freight  expenses  of  transportation  from  the  United  States  and 
avoiding  loss  of^  time  and  danger  of  breakage  generally  occurring 
where  tnere  are  many  transshipments. 

The  value  of  iron  and  steel  purchased  amounted  to  $3,485,772; 
the  United  States  supplied  $51,674  worth,  a  decrease  of  $4,166  from 
1906.  There  is  nothing  new  to  report  on  the  local  conditions  affect- 
ing business  in  iron  and  steel  work,  and  prices  for  the  year  1907  were 
the  same  as  reported  for  the  previous  year. 

UNrTED   states'   SHARE   OF  THE  OIL  TEADE. 

Being  entirely  dependent  on  the  government  statistics  for  figures  of 
American  lubricating  oil  imported  for  1907,  there  may  be  some  dif- 
ference between  my  figures  and  the  actual  imports  of  this  article. 
However,  they  show  an  increase  of  $72,000  (about  3,000  barrels) 
against  $67,440  in  the  Mevious  year.  This  oil  is  put  on  the  market 
here  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  the  Vacuum  Oil  Company, 
both  doing  a  very  good  business.  The  total  value  of  lubricating  oil 
imported  mto  this  colony  for  1907  amoimted  to  $176,760. 

Naphtha  appears  to  oe  a  new  article  of  import  and,  although  the 
government  ngures  do  not  take  it  up  separately,  I  imderstand  there 
were  some  3,500  cases  (10  gallons  per  case),  valued  at  $4,700,  imported 
from  the  United  States  during  1907. 

Taking  oflBcial  figures,  the  importation  of  American  petroleum  for 
1907  showed   1,361,690  cases,  valued  at  $1,015,049,  while  figures 
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obtained  from  private  sources  give  1,355,443  cases,  only  a  small 
difference,  however.  C!omparative  figiures  of  the  importation  of  oil 
into  this  colony  for  the  past  two  years  are  as  follows:  American,  1906, 
13,039,730  gallons,  and  1907,  13,619,900  gallons;  Simiatra  and 
Borneo  (local  oil),  1906,  12,531,530  gallons,  and  1907,  11,476,720 
gallons.  The  figures  of  importation  of  local  oil  do  not  include  those 
from  Java.  The  price  of  American  petroleum  at  the  close  of  1907  was 
$1.80,  and  for  local,  oil  $1.42  per  case  of  10  gallons. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  resin  m  1907  was  $238,560,  of 
which  the  United  States  furnished  $186,930  worth,  a  decrease  of 
$2,040  from  1906.    The  price  was  3.5  cents  per  poimd. 

FLOUB  AND  CANNED  GOODS — BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

The  total  importation  of  flour  for  1907  amoimted  to  52,092,517 
poimds,  valued  at  $1,325,992,  of  which  36,985^507  poimds,  valued  at 
1941,450,  came  from  AustraUa.  A  comparison  of  the  values  of 
American  and  Australian  flour  imported  m  1905,  1906,  and  1907. 
shows  the  following:  American,  1905,  $42,130;  1906,  $34,263,  and 
1907,  $35,740.  AustraUan,  1905,  $584,660;  1906,  $812,696,  and 
1907,  $941,450. 

A  representative  of  an  American  mill*  visited  Batavia  the  latter 

Eart  of  1907  and  informed  me  he  hoped  to  make  business  connections 
ere  which  would  no  doubt  increase  the  business  in  American  flour. 
This  article  is  to  be  shipped  direct  from  either  Hongkong  or  Singa- 
pore to  their  agents  in  tnis  colony. 

The  east  coast  of  Sumatra  appears  to  be  a  better  field  for  American 
flour  than  Java  and  the  eastern  islands.  The  local  price  for  flour  at 
the  close  of  1907  was  2.8  cents  per  poimd,  while  the  government 
import  prices  were  about  2.5  cents  per  poimd. 

The  total  imports  of  canned  sooos  in  1907  were  valued  at  $3,789,- 
475,  of  which  Australia  furnished  $328,340  worth,  an  increase  of  $151,- 
810  over  the  previous  vear.  The  canned  goods  received  from  the 
United  States  amoimtecl  in  value  to  $50,745,  against  $47,092  in  1906. 
There  is  nothing  new  to  report  in  the  situation  regarding  business 
in  canned  goods  in  this  colony,  only  that  the  Australian  business  is 
kept  up  prmcipally  by  persons  here  holding  government  contracts 
for  supplying  the  army  and  navy  with  such  goods. 

The  last  two  years  have  shown  quite  an  increase  in  business  of 
American  boots  and  shoes,  the  imports  for  1907  showing  $2,800,  or 
more  than  double  the  amount  for  1905.  If  the  men  and  women  of 
this  coimtry  were  more  particular  in  their  choice  of  shoe  leather, 
the  business  in  the  imported  article  would  increase  greatly,  but 
the  majority  prefer  the  slovenly  made  local  boots  and  Sioes  to  the 
stylish  American  article  for  tne  reason  that  they  are  somewhat 
cheaper.  It  is  an  ordinary  sight  here  to  see  well-dressed  men  and 
women  wearing  very  cheap  looking  shoes.  The  total  imports  of 
leather  and  leather  goods  in  1907  were  valued  at  $248,010,  of  which 
the  United  States  furnished  $5,210  worth,  against  $3,180  worth  in 
1906.  Although  American  leather  is  acknowledged  to  be  superior 
to  others,  the  bulk  of  the  imported  article  comes  from  Europe, 
while  there  is  a  very  inferior  article  manufactured  locally. 
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SMALL  PUBCHASES  OP  AMEBICAN   COTTON   GOODS — ^TOBACCO. 

The  imports  of  American  cotton  goods  for  1907  amoimted  to  only 
$6,510  out  of  a  total  of  $19,669,905.  While  the  United  States  showed 
a  small  increase  over  1906,  many  Eiiropean  countries^  especially  the 
United  Kingdom,  added  greatly  to  their  sales.  The  imports  of  cot- 
ton goods  in  the  past  three  years  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States 

Belgium 

France 

Oermany 

ItalT.... 

Netherlands 

Straits  Settlements 

Switseriand 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  coontrles . 

Total 


$5,802 

14,920 

6,133 

5.830 

23,285 

25,675 

02,645 

153,580 

494,034 

533.424 

\  631,056 

8,107,310 

743,507 

1,508,723 

39,140 

39,173 

1,837,062 

8,526,672 

25,018 

26,110 

17,000,562 


18,031,417 


16,510 

5,935 

24,254 

160,687 

695,710 

8,676,382 

248,280 

35,410 

0,506,413 

410,324 


19.669,905 


The  imports  of  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  in  1907  were  valued 
at  $1,072,248  made  up  as  follows:  Tobacco,  first  class,  $430,135; 
tobacco,  inferior  Chinese,  $256,637;  cigars,  $346,626;  and  cigarettes, 
$38,850.  The  purchases  of  tobacco  from  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $3,826  and  irom  the  Philippine  Islands,  $45,135;  cigarettes  from 
the  former  coimtry  worth  $1,432  and  cigars  from  the  latter  valued 
at  $23,196. 

The  purchases  of  typewriters  from  the  United  States  rose  from 
$17,180  in  1906  to  $17,850  in  1907.  The  total  importation  of  these 
machines  increased  in  the  two  years  from  $30,670  to  $34,522.  The 
American  machines  continue  to  rule  the  market.  The  imports  of 
lamps  for  1907  were  valued  at  $331,976,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  $25, 150  worth.  Business  in  gasoUne  lamps  increased  greatly 
in  1907,  as  their  use  is  foimd  cheaper  than  gas. 

SALES  TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  showed  an  increase  of 
$3,152,950  oyer  1906,  but  a  decrease  of  $7,391,199  from  1905.  To 
the  exports  in  1907  can  be  safely  added  the  value  of  sugar  to  Port 
Said  for  orders  amounting  to  $4,744,744,  which  generally  is  destined 
for  the  United  States.  Other  articles  included  in  the  government 
statistics  for  1907  are  copra  worth  $2,680  and  foodstuffs  worth  $5,748 
to  the  United  States,  and  coffee,  valued  at  $12,740,  to  the  PhiUppine 
Islands. 
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The  detailed  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1905,  1906, 
and  1907  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Cassia.. 
Cloves. 
Cacao.. 
Coffee.. 
Cutoh.. 


Dammar,  including  dust  and  seed. 

Qum  copal 

Hats: 

Bamboo 

Orass  (pandan) 

Hides  and  skins 

Kapok 


Mace 

Nutmegs 

Oil,  citroneila.. 
Pep 


epM 
tulnii 


per. 


Quinine. 
Rattan. 


Rubber 

Shells,  pearl 

Sugar 

Tapioca  flour 

Tin 

Wood 

All  other  articles.. 


1905. 


$132,654 

2,680 

61,450 

1,537,000 


167,151 
32,404 

148,881 


21, 


115,927 

333,256 

25,085 

08«570 

1,120 

300,181 

75,774 

80,066 

18,447 

31,676 

444,096 

100,305 

23 

14,385 

306,682 


Total I  25^029, ( 


1906. 


$119,676 

8»327 

192,498 

1,186,381 

24,126 

824,158 

24,435 

296,999 
355 

278,815 

319,070 
32,159 
50,165 
26»914 

445,479 
84,149 
85,836 
21,401 
90,557 
10,341,678 

384,454 


26,474 
121,475 


14,485,481 


1907. 


$130,923 

l,dS3 

182,576 

1,280,291 

18,107 

217,585 

34,168 

211,220 
42,971 

363,351 

470,034 
30,156 
50,934 
30,746 

209,938 
26,087 
80,002 
24,413 

130,456 
13,421,421 

515,980 
51,643 
30,189 
75,290 


17,638,431 


SHIPMENTS   OF   HATS,    CINCHONA   BARK,    AND   CACAO. 

There  was  quite  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  bamboo 
hats  to  the  United  States  during  1907,  due  principally  to  the  decrease 
in  price  of  these  articles  and  the  large  demand  and  increase  in  busi- 
ness of  the  cheaper  grades.  While  the  exports  for  1906  showed  a 
value  of  $296,999.  in  1907  the  value  fell  to  $21 1,220.  The  reduction 
in  price  of  these  hats  is  also  due  to  the  estabUshing  of  a  number  of 
new  firms  cutting  prices,  so  that  hats  selling  formeriy  at  10  cents 
were  selling  for  8  cents  and  those  formeriy  bnnging  $1  were  sold  for 
80  cents.  Business  with  Europe  increased  greatly  during  1907,  the 
sales  amoimting  to  about  $650,000,  principally  to  France,  which  takes 
the  finest  quaUty. 

The  sales  of  pandan  grass  hats  to  the  United  States  rose  from  $355 
in  1906  to  $42,973  in  1907.  The  total  shipments  of  these  hats  are  not 
given  in  the  government  statistics,  being  included  in  clothing  and 
wearing  apparel,  but  I  am  told  by  one  of  the  lar^e  manufacturers 
that  there  is  also  a  large  business  in  these  articles  with  Ehirope. 
There  are  at  present  seven  different  firms  in  this  city  exporting  pan- 
dan grass  hats  to  the  United  States. 

Although  the  records  of  tliis  consulate  and  agencies  do  not  show 
that  any  Denzine  was  exported  to  the  United  States  during  1907,  the 
government  statistics  have  $13,248  worth  shipped  from  the  east  coast 
of  Borneo.  No  doubt  invoices  for  such  sliipments  were  made  out  at 
Singapore,  where  the  cargo  would  be  transshipped.  The  total  exports 
of  benzine  for  1907  were  valued  at  $2,385,250,  a  large  increase  over 
the  business  for  1906.     Prices  were  Quoted  at  15  cents  per  gallon. 

The  government  figures  for  1907  snow  that  $12,947  worth  of  cin- 
chona bark  was  exported  to  the  United  States  during  the  year,  while 
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the  records  of  this  consulate  give  only  $328  worth.  This  difference 
can  not  be  accounted  for,  unless,  as  with  benzine,  it  was  invoiced  at 
Singapore.  The  total  exports  for  1907  amounted  to  17,023,849 
pounas,  valued  at  $2,468,468,  which  was  quite  an  increase  for  the 
year. 

Business  in  cacao  with  the  United  States  fell  off  somewhat  during 
1907,  amoimting  to  $182,576,  while  the  sales  for  the  previous  year 
were  $192,498.  This  no  doubt  was  caused  by  the  slight  decline  in 
the  price.  The  total  exports  for  1907  amoimted  to  4,044,014  poimds, 
valued  at  $444,842. 

COFFEE,  COPRA,  GUM   COPAL,   AND  BUBBER. 

The  total  shipments  of  coffee  in  1907  amounted  to  66,772,424 
poimds,  valued  at  $5,981,693.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  were 
valued  at  $1,280,291,  and  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  $12,740,  against 
$1,186,381  in  1906.  During  1907  there  were  iinported  into  Java  from 
Brazil  about  4,100,000  pounds  of  Santos  coflfee  of  a  very  inferior 
quality,  which  was  put  on  the  market  here  at  the  low  figure  of  7  cents 
per  pound.  Even  at  this  low  price  it  was  difficult  to  find  buyers,  and 
at  tne  close  of  the  year  some  150,000  pounds  were  still  lying  in  dif- 
ferent local  stores.  It  is  feared  that  unscrupulous  dealers  and  ship- 
pers will  mix  this  coffee  with  the  different  Java  ^ades,  selling  the 
adulterated  article  as  Java  coffee,  thus  damaging  tne  grade. 

There  was  a  large  export  business  in  copra  during  1907,  the  total 
shipments  amounting  to  184,305  tons,  valued  at  $11,068,300.  The 
sales  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  46  tons,  valued  at  $2,680. 
The  value  of  the  exports  of  dammar  in  1907  was  $898,624,  of  which 
the  United  States  took  $210,124  worth,  against  $315,080  worth  in 
1906. 

The  amount  of  gum  copal  exported  in  1907  was  25,415,526  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,143,698.  The  share  of  the  United  States  was  $34,168, 
against  $24,436  in  the  previous  year.  The  figures  for  1907  show  a 
big  falling  off  in  the  exports  of  pepper  to  the  United  States,  the  ship- 
ments amountmg  to  $445,475  m  1906,  and  $209,938  in  1907.  The 
total  exports  of  all  kinds  of  pepper  during  the  year  were  valued  at 
$2,893,191.  There  was  a  heavy  reduction  in  the  shipments  of  quinine 
to  the  United  States,  falling  from  $84,149  in  1906  to  $26,087  in  1907. 
The  total  exports  amounted  to  27,672  pounds,  valued  at  $101,002. 
Italy  and  the  United  Kingdom  took  the  bulk  of  quinine,  the  former 
with  5,615  pounds  and  the  latter  with  9,100  pounds. 

The  shipments  of  rattan  amounted  to  95,236,783  pounds,  valued  at 
$2,599,964,  o^  which  the  United  States  took  in  1907.  $80,002  worth, 
against  $85,836  worth  in  the  previous  year.  The  bulk  of  this  article 
is  shipped  to  China  and  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  total  exports  of 
rubber  were  valued  at  $5,1 10,045.  The  cultivation  of  rubber  m  Java, 
Borneo,  and  Sumatra  is  steadily  increasing,  Palembang  in  East 
Sumatra  exporting  more  than  two-thirds  the  total  shipments  in  1907. 
The  exports  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $24,413,  an  increase 
of  $3,012  over  the  previous  year.  The  exports  of  kapok  amounted  to 
19,616,916  pounds,  valued  at  $1,078,930,  an  increase  of  $133,006  over 
1906.  The  shipments  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $470,034, 
agamst  $319,070  in  1906. 
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INCREASED .  SUOAB  SHIPMENTS — ^TEA,   TOBACCO,   AND  OIL. 

The  sales  of  sugar  for  export  in  X907  amounted  to  1;313,302  tons, 
valued  at  $38,205,161,  against  1,091,300  tons,  worth  $32,892,400 
in  the  previous  year.  The  direct  shipments  to  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $13,421,421,  an  increase  of  $4,776,421  over  1906. 
The  shipments  to  foreign  countries  in  1907,  quantities  being  in  tons, 
were  as  follows:  United  States  direct,  163.105;  Port  Said,  for  further 
orders,  probable  destination  the  Unitea  States.  154,147;  Nether- 
lands, 18,854;  United  Kingdom.  15,011;  British  India,  369,919; 
Australia,  11,074;  Hongkong  and  China,  244,153;  Japan,  222,697; 
Straits  Settlements,  65,147;  and  all  other  countries,  49,195.  The 
average  prices  for  Java  sugars  in  1907  as  given  in  the  monthly 
reporte  were  as  follows:  American  assortment  (Muscovados)  1.81 
cents  per  pound;  No.  16  Dutch  standard,  1.89  cents  per  poimd;  and 
superiors,  2.2  cents  per  poimd. 

The  shipments  of  tea  in  1907  amoimted  to  30,177,468  pounds, 
valued  at  $3,289,344.  The  Netherlands  was  the  best  customer, 
taking  17,577,351  pounds;  followed  by  Great  Britain  with  4,965,518 
poimds;  Russia,  2,271,032  pounds;  Straits  Settlements,  1,993,365 
pounds;  Australia,  1,486,005  pounds;  China,  1,239,196  pounds; 
and  all  other  countries,  654,995  pounds.  The  shipments  to  the 
United  States  amounted  to  only  5,600  ]x>unds. 

The  exports  of  tobacco  showed  a  decrease  from  1906  and  the 
prices  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  were  considerably  lower.  The  foreign 
sales  of  these  articles  amounted  to  156,596,177  pounds,  valued  at 
$22,586,752,  of  which  tobacco  was  valued  at  $22,504,985.  Druring 
the  year  an  enterprising  tobacco  firm  started  manufacturing  cigars. 
The  cigars  are  of  a  good  quality  and  retail  for  $2  to  $2.40  per  IW). 

Gk)vemment  figures  for  1907  give  the  exports  of  petroleimi  from  the 
colony  at  141,672,720  gallons,  valued  at  $8^00,363.  This  was  an 
increase  of  14,757,730  gallons  over  1906.  The  shipments  to  the 
Philippine  Islands  amounted  to  98^500  gallons,  worth  $5,910.  The 
exports  of  citronella  oil  to  the  Umted  States  during  the  year  were 
valued  at  $30,745,  against  $26,914  in  1906.  This  oil  is  manufactured 
from  lemon  grass  which  ^ows  in  abundance  throughout  the  archi- 
pelago. Government  statistics  do  not  give  the  total  exports  of  this 
oil  which  is  entered  imder  ''miscellaneous  oils,"  but  it  is  saie  to  say 
that  the  shipments  will  reach  $100,000.  There  was  quite  an  increase 
in  the  value  of  exports  of  Rauanga  oil  to  the  United  States  which 
rose  from  $750  in  1906  to  $3,533  in  1907.  The  total  exports  were 
valued  at  $175,000. 

There  appears  to  be  a  great  demand  for  tapioca  flour  in  the  United 
States  and  numerous  inquiries  as  to  exporters  were  received  at  this 
consulate  during  1907.  Several  new  factories  for  manufacturing 
tapioca  were  put  up  by  Europeans  and  Chinese  in  this  district  ana 
east  Java  during  tne  year.  The  total  shipments  in  1907  amounted 
to  100,306,557  pounds,  valued  at  $1,488,691,  of  which  the  United 
States  took  $535,328  worth. 
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CHANGES  IN  TAX  BATES — NAVIGATION. 

A  Belgian  company  with  a  large  capital  has  established  business 
in  mid  Java  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  different  products  of  export, 
principally  cinchona,  coflFee,  sugar,  and  tobacco. 

TTiere  were  some  few  changes  during  the  year  in  the  local  tax  rates; 
vehicles  and  automobiles  (formerly  not  taxed)  now  pay  taxes  rang- 
ing from  $2.40  to  $4.80  per  year  on  carriaees  and  from  $4.80  to  $10 
per  year  on  automobiles.  A  further  tax  of  1  per  cent  was  levied  on 
the  income  of  all  business  firms,  and  all  persons  holding  stock  in  any 
mining  or  agricultural  enterprise  are  taxed  according  to  the  estimated 
value  of  the  shares. 

A  new  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Mexican  and  Straits 
Settlements  silver  dollars  into  this  colony  was  also  passed  during 
1907.  This  law  applies  to  any  quantities  of  silver  dollars^  and  was 
enacted  principally  to  prevent  the  importation  of  coimterfeit  dollars. 

No  new  American  firms  started  business  in  this  colony  in  1907, 
neither  have  any  American  citizens  taken  up  their  residence  here. 
At  the  close  of  1907  there  were  16  Americans  (including  their  fami- 
lies) residing  in  this  district.  One  American  man-of-war  visited  this 
port  during  1907.  During  the  year  1907  there  were  30  sailing  ves- 
sels, representing  21,680  tons,  and  2,675  steamers,  representing 
2,681,378  tons,  entered  at  different  ports  in  the  archipelago,  but 
none  under  the  American  flag.  This  does  not  include  tne  coasting 
trade. 


TURKEY  IN  ASIA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  report  on  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Turkey  in  Asia  for  the 
year  1907,  which  has  been  compiled  from  various  consular  reports  for 
that  year,  shows  that  the  trade  conditions  are  more  favorable  as  a  result 
of  the  political  changes  in  Constantinople  than  ever  before  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  country.  The  restrictions  on  imports  have  been  removed  to 
a  large  extent.  The  press  is  free  and  all  materials  for  printing  are  now 
imported,  including  typewriters,  etc.,  which  were  formerly  prohibited. 
Electrical  goods  are  freely  admitted,  as  are  firearms.  This  promises 
great  opportunities  for  the  development  of  trade  with  both  Turkey 
in  Asia  and  Turkey  in  Europe.  One  great  need  is  that  of  better 
transportation  facilities,  and  more  is  being  done  at  the  present  time 
in  providing  them  than  ever  before.  There  are  no  manufacturing 
establishments,  though  they  will  be  provided  sooner  or  later.  The 
mineral  wealth  of  Turkey  in  Asia  is  said  to  be  very  great,  but  the 
lack  of  transportation  facilities  has  prevented  its  development  Irri- 
gation is  another  great  need  that  is  expected  to  do  much  in  the  future 
for  a  great  deal  of  the  territory  in  Asia.  Crop  failures  and  famine 
are  said  to  be  due  more  to  the  lack  of  forests,  which  have  been  de- 
stroyed, than  to  any  other  cause.    Consul-General  Harris,  at  Smyrna, 
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says  that  outside  of  the  large  towns  meat  is  rarely  eaten  by  the  people^ 
as  they  can  not  afford  it.  Cotton  textiles  are  the  chief  articles  of 
import,  the  United  Kingdom  alone  supplying  over  $15,000,000  worth. 
Practically  none  is  imported  from  the  United  States. 

The  general  conditions  of  trade  in  1907  seem  to  have  been  normal. 
Coast  cities  are  developing  greater  demands  for  foreign  goods,  and 
new  markets  in  the  interior  are  being  created  through  the  extension 
of  railways  and  the  introduction  of  electric  lines.  American  trade 
has  not  been  as  large  as  it  would  imdoubtedly  have  been  had  it  not 
been  handicapped  by  a  lack  of  direct  and  regular  steam^p  com- 
munication and  by  the  indisposition  on  the  part  of  our  exporters  to 
extend  terms  of  credit  similar  to  those  given  by  European  dealers. 
The  need  of  the  establishment  of  American  agencies  or  commission 
houses  in  important  distributing  centers — Constantinople,  Smyrna, 
etc. — is  again  emphasized  by  these  reports. 

The  total  exports,  as  recorded  by  the  Treasury  statistics  of  the 
United  States,  to  Turkey  in  Asia  in  the  year  1908,  were  in  value 
$524,341,  as  compared  with  $588,094  in  1907,  and  $606,279  in  1906, 
thus  showing  a  small  decline  each  year  in  the  direct  exports.  Of  the 
imports  from  Turkey  in  Asia  the  value  in  1908  was  $5,744,483;  in 
1907,  $7,315,928;  and  in'  1906,  $7,283;G67.  Turkey  in  Asia  has  a 
population  of  17,683,500,  according  to  the  latest  authentic  estimate, 
and  Turkey  in  Europe  a  population  of  6,130,200.  Under  the  liberal 
regulations  now  prevailing  trade  will  greatly  increase  in  the  inune- 
diate  future,  and  the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  should  take 
measures  to  secure  their  share  of  that  trade.  At  the  present  time  the 
United  States  buys  from  Turkey  in  Asia  over  ten  times  as  much  as 
it  exports  to  that  country,  and  a  great  deal  more,  in  fact,  as  much  of 
the  imports  come  indirect  and  are  credited  to  other  countries.  There 
are  only  3,763  miles  of  railway  in  all  of  Turkey,  of  which  2,524  miles 
are  in  Asia. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  trade  is  that  of  India's  successful  entrance 
into  the  cotton  goods  trade  of  the  Bagdad  region.  The  United  King- 
dom has  heretofore  largely  controlled  the  trade  in  cottons  all  through 
Turkey  in  Asia,  although  goods  of  American  manufacture  are  very 
acceptable  when  put  upon  Levantine  markets. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBOE   AND   INDUSTRIES   OF   TUBKEY    IN    ASIA.  573 

REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA. 

BEIRUT. 

By  CoNBUL-QsiTEBAL  G.  Bis  Ravndal. 

While  crops  in  numerous  localities  in  Palestine  and  Asia  Minor 
were  a  failure,  in  Syria  they  were  generally  fair,  and  prices  ruled 
high.  In  consequence,  1907  ranks  as  a  good  ^ear  in  tnis  district. 
The  crisis  in  Egypt  did  not  affect  legitimate  business  in  Syria  to  any 
CTeat  extent,  and  Beirut  was  singularly  free  from  bankruptcies. 
Never  in  its  history  did  Beirut's  trade  reach  as  high  figures  as  aurin^ 
1907.  Owing  to  the  financial  stringency  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  it  is  doubtful  whether  1908  wiU  be  as  satisfactory  to  mer- 
chants as  was  the  year  1907.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
Beirut  is  constantly  enlarging  its  tributary  territory,  and  has  not 
yet  found  its  proper  level  as  a  commercial  center.  At  the  same  time, 
owing  to  railroad  extensions  and  the  advance  of  civilization  into  the 
interior,  fresh  sources  of  production  are  being  opened,  and  new  mar- 
kets for  manufactures  from  Europe  and  the  United  States  created. 

In  the  spring  of  1907  the  electric  tramway  was  inaugurated  in 
Damascus,  a  significant  event  marking  the  advent  of  the  era  of  elec- 
tricity in  the  history  of  Turkey  in  Asia.  Looking  backward,  the 
changes  perfected  during  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century, 
or  in  the  course  of  consummation,  along  the  lines  of  our  western  civ- 
ilization, in  Syria  strike  the  discriminating  observer  as  little  less  than 
marvelous.  The  Hamidieh-Hedjaz  railroad,  the  electric  street  rail- 
way in  Damascus,  the  electric  light  and  waterworks  plant  in  Medina, 
the  new  harbor  at  Haifa,  the  carriage  road  between  Aleppo  and 
Bagdad,  and  the  Government  Industrial  College  at  Beirut,  are  but  a 
few  of  the  evidences  of  the  renaissance  of  the  lands  of  the  Arabs,  a 
revival  and  rehabilitation  of  which,  undoubtedly,  the  annals  of  the 
next  twenty-five  years  will  contain  most  impressive  accounts. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Official  commercial  statistics,  for  various  reasons,  are  not  available, 
but  unofficial,  and  probably  correct,  returns  of  the  total  amounts  or 
customs  duty  collected  on  exports  and  imports  for  the  last  two  years 
have  been  obtained.  The  present  report  is  based  on  these  items  of 
information,  besides  the  estimates  of  numerous  merchants  consulted, 
and  the  consular  invoices. 

The  exports  for  Beirut  in  1907  amounted  to  $6,343,860,  an  increase 
over  1906  of  $213,489.  The  principal  articles  are  silk  thread  (about 
$8,250,000),  silk  and  cotton  fabrics,  barley,  and  wool.  France  buys 
most  of  the  raw  silk,  while  the  bulk  of  the  barley  goes  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  most  of  the  wool  to  the  United  States. 

The  imports  into  Beirut  amoimted  to  $13,726,785  in  1907,  against 
$12,862,455  in  the  preceding  year.  Cotton  doth  and  yam,  largely 
imported  from  the  United  lungdom,  constitute  about  one-half  the 
total  imports.  Otherwise  the  imports  are  composed  of  manufactured 
articles  of  an  endless  variety,  largely  bought  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
Italy,  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Austria,  and  Bussia,  Syria  her- 
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self  possessing  hardly  any  factories.  Great  Britain  maintains  a 
strong  lead  in  the  Beirut  market,  which,  however,  is  not  likely  to  be 
increased,  as  Italy  and  Belgium  are  proving  effective  rivals  in  cotton 
and  iron  goods,  respectively. 


IMPORTS  FROM  THB  UNITED  STATES. 


American  trade  with  Syria  is  illustrated  W  the  following  table 
of  imports  at  Beirut  from  the  United  States  for  the  year  1907: 


CommoditieB. 


Afirricaltural  machinery  and  implementa. 

Athletie  goods 

Bedsteads  (iron  and  bran) 

Beer. 


Bicycles 

Books  (school)  and  stationerv 

Bootaand  shoes  (including  rubber  shoes) 
Clocks,  lamps,  plated  ware  and  Jewelry. 

Clothing 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs,  perfumery,  and  toilet  soap 

Dry  goods 

Flour 

Furniture 

Glassware 

Groceries 

Hardware,  tools,  and  Iron  pipes 

Harness  and  saddlery 

Ice  cream  freezers,  meat  grinders,  etc. 


1907. 


12,380 

235 

380 

12,876 

166 

8,800 

6,336 

2,156 

275 

4,160 

4,946 

210 

130 

7,9d3 


5.456 
6,780 


1,870 


Commodities. 


Irrigation  machinery  and  pumps 

Iieather 

Medical  supplies 

MUllngmacnlnery  (petroleum  engines) 

Miscellaneous 

Nails  (wire) 

Oleooll 

Paints 

Phonographs 

Photo  articles 

Pianos  and  other  musical  instruments. . 

Sewing  machines 

Safes  (iron) 

Toys 

Typewriters 

Total 


1907. 


99,876 

IS,  245 

275 

8,756 

15,000 

6,710 

56,750 

120 

1,765 

360 

170 

79.840 

8,740 

480 

1,210 


2^413 


WHY  AMERICAN  TRADE  IN  SYRIA  18  NOT  LARGER. 

Included  in  the  imports  at  Beirut  from  the  United  States  in  1906 
was  petroleum,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  $150,000.  This  trade  was  en- 
tirely lost  in  the  early  days  of  1907,  owing  to  a  controversy  betweai 
the  oil  company's  representative  in  Venice,  Italjr,  whence  the  petro- 
leum was  Deing  distributed,  and  the  Beirut  importers.  ^  Having 
worked  up  a  brisk  demand  for  American  petroleum,  the  Beirut  con- 
cern sent  in  a  large  order  for  the  brand  it  nad  succeeded  in  introduc- 
ing^ but  received,  so  it  claims,  a  much  inferior  grade  of  petroleum 
which  could  not  be  sold.  The  Beirut  house  in  question  is  reputed  one 
of  the  strongest  mercantile  and  banking  establishments  in  this  coun- 
try.   It  is  a  most  regrettable  incident. 

Agricultural,  milhng,  irrigation,  and  other  labor-saving  machinery 
is  being  sold  in  this  market  in  increasing  measure.  Some  five  years 
ago,  this  trade  being  then  in  its  infancy,  American  manufacturers, 
assiduously  •  coached  from  here,  practically  controlled  the  Svrian 
market  in  the  machinery  line.  It  has,  however,  been  neglected  and 
almost  surrendered  to  European  competitors.  In  the  matter,  for 
instance,  of  petroleum  engines,  a  Britisn  concern  maintains  a  general 
agency  in  Beirut  with  a  fairly  full  stock  on  hand  at  all  times,  in- 
spected twice  a  year  by  one  of  its  traveling  representatives,  while  the 
agent  for  American  petroleum  engines  is  obliged  to  send  to  the  United 
States  each  time  an  order  is  secured.  No  American  commercial  trav- 
eler has  been  seen  in  Beirut  for  many  years. 

Through  this  consulate  bids  were  recently  asked  for  in  the  United 
States  on  an  order  for  iron  beams.  It  was  a  small  trial  order  that 
would  pave  the  way  for  business  in  structural  iron  of  considerable 
magnitude.    Bids  were  called  for  also  in  Europe.    Ultimately,  the 
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consulate  received  information  that  the  American  bid  was  $698  f .  o.  b. 
New  York,  while  the  Belgium  offer  was  $483  f.  o.  b.  Beirut.  There 
are  Italian  steamers  leaving  New  York  every  week  and  connectingat 
Naples  with  steamers  of  the  same  line  calling  weekly  at  Beirut.  The 
period  of  transit  and  the  freight  charges,  provided  these  practically 
direct  boats  are  employed,  compare  favorably  with  the  conditions 
under  which  goods  are  being  shipped  to  Beirut  from  Hamburg,  Liver- 
pool, and  Antwerp.  Why,  under  such  circumstances,  the  American 
bid  should  be  26  per  cent  higher  than  the  Belgian  is  a  mystery,  un- 
less explained  by  the  frequently  displayed  indifference  of  the  Ameri- 
can exporter  to  business  that  does  not  offer  an  immediate  profit  of 
consequence. 

DRAWBACKS  THAT  CX>ULD  BE  OVERCAME. 

American  wire  nails,  if  properly  supported,  can  control  this  mar- 
ket Evidently  disinclined  to  deal  with  Beirut  commission  houses 
and  merchants,  the  American  nail-exporting  concern  is  represented 
here  by  the  leading  bank,  which  kindly  accepts  orders  for  American 
wire  nails  against  cash  and  commission,  but,  naturally,  has  neither 
time  nor  facilities  for  soliciting  orders  and  pushing  the  trade. 

A  prominent  foreign  commission  firm  in  this  city,  already  import- 
ing American  oleomargarine  and  leather,  states  that  they  coula  sell 
from  here  at  least  $125,000  worth  of  Cabot  cotton  cloth  alone  annu- 
ally. Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  American  manufacturer  insists  on 
credit  being  opened  in  advance  in  New  York  and  is  unwilling  to 
accept  settlement  by  draft  on  Paris  or  London,  the  matter  is  left  in 
abevance. 

Numerous  and  urgent  complaints  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
consulate  in  regard  to  the  expense  and  delay  incurred  in  obtaining 
commercial  samples  from  the  United  States.  However,  generally 
speaking,  American  trade  out  here  is  gaining  ground.  American 
iron  sares  this  year  appear  for  the  first  time  in  statistics  from  here. 
So  do  roll-top  office  oesks.  The  importation  of  American  sewing 
machines  and  oleomargarine  is  assuming  important  proportions. 
American  leather  and  beer  and  rubber  shoes  have  gained  a  solid  foot- 
hold, as  also  American  pumps  and  wire  nails.  T^n  years  ago  there 
were  no  American  goods  imported  direct  from  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept limited  quantities  of  supplies  for  the  American  missionaries  in 
Syria  and  their  educational  and  charitable  institutions. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  declared  for  the  United 
States  at  Beirut  and  the  agencies  thereunder — ^Damascus,  Tripoli,  and 
Haifa— during  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907 : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

BEIKUT. 

Anfmnlfl 

•407 

1,941 

247 

Bitumen 

85 

438 

10,286 

179 

699 

29 

25,619 

~  4,815 

431 

•4,146 
572 

Books 

BraBsi  and  copper 

Cotton  lace 

9,018 

138 

823 

600 

24,809 

5,489 

24,761 

Oriental  goods 

PenBlan  tomlwc . . , 

1,609 
112 

Personal  effects 

Provisions 

84  0^ 

Raffs 

1,262 
187 

Silk  stuffa 

Tobacco  

80 

Wool :   

122,672 
294 

279,781 
963 

410.857 
641 

Other  articles 

Total 

170.059 

824,146 

478.129 

DAMASCUS. 

Arms 

119 
13.829 
2,363 
2,436 
2,898 
40,241 
1,904 
482 
2,801 
57,029 
558 

79 

11,217 

1,299 

2,201 

8.513 

26,656 

7,048 

6.828 

1,078 

181,609 

818 

Brass  and  copper 

27,  U9 

Oaslnffs 

Manuiacturlng  good^ 

9.831 

Needle  work 

10  338 

Provisions 

40,947 

1,811 

1.078 

1.916 

167,101 

464 

Rugs 

Skins  of  goats  and  kids 

Woodwork 

Wool 

Other  articles 

Total 

123,166 

191.786 

260,091 

HAIFA. 

Llonors 

290 

1,663 

26 

2,849 

680 

57 

39 

854 

2,643 

68 

8,177 

415 

Olive  oil 

2,484 
871 

Provisions 

Soap 

3.866 

Tobacco     

Wine 

801 
218 

1.006 

Other  articles 

Total 

6,403 

7,254 

8,646 

TRIPOLI. 

Brandy  (raki) 

83 

1. 

Brass  and  Conner. 

60 

Cotton  lace 

617 

1.845 
1,124 

584 

Olive  oil 

Personal  effects 

150 

Provisions - 

1,981 
177 
449 

6,492 

6,253 

4,089 

Rugs 

Silk  stuffs    

Skinfl of  fiTOAts  And  kids          .. 

6,709 
10.679 

5,381 
2,788 

Wool 

Total 

9,799 

21,110 

18,002 

CYPRUS. 

By  Ck)N8UL-GENEBAL  O.  BiE  Ravndal,  Beibut. 

The  bountiful  crops  and  favorable  prices  of  1906  enabled  the 
people  of  Cyprus  to  recover  from  the  disasters  of  the  famine  years  of 
1901  and  1902. 

The  revenue  collection  for  the  year  under  review  (ending  March 
31,  1907)   was  the  largest  ever  recorded  in  the  history  of  Cyprus, 
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having  steadily  grown  (barring  the  years  of  depression  mentioned) 
from  $925,718  in  1897-98  to  $1,394,208  in  1906-7.  To  the  rev- 
enues collected  in  1906-7,  the  British  Government  added  a  grant- 
in-aid  of  $186,080,  leaving,  after  paying  the  Turkish  tribute  of 
$150,000,  a  creait  balance  in  the  insular  treasury  of  about  $110,000. 

FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Cyprus  for  the  three  years  ended  March  81, 
1905, 1906,  and  1907,  was  as  follows : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  trade. 

1906 

rz,  862, 880 
2,410,895 
3,016.270 

12,442,005 
2,191,205 
2,419,780 

$4,804,886 

1908 

4,601,600 

1907 

5,485,060 

As  regards  the  imports  the  figures  for  1906-7  are  the  highest  on 
record,  and  those  for  exports  have  been  exceeded  only  on  three  oc- 
casions since  the  British  occupation. 

Leading  articles  of  export  were,  in  the  order  named,  carobs  (locust 
beans),  barley,  animals  (mules,  oxen,  donkeys),  raisins,  silk  cocoons, 
wine,  nides  and  skins,  linseed,  gypsum,  woolj  cotton,  oranges  and 
lemons,  and  wheat.  The  carob  crop  was  exceptionally  heavy,  and  the 
exportation  reached  a  total  of  44,965  tons,  valued  at  $787,260.  As  a 
result  of  information  published  in  the  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Reports  for  September  25,  1907,  American  importers  are  now  in  cor- 
respondence with  several  Cyprus  concerns  in  reference  to  carob  flour. 
Cyprus  umber  and  gypsum  are  also  wanted  in  the  United  States, 
brides  wool  and  skins,  and  the  prospects  for  the  extension  of  the 
commercial  relations  between  Cyprus  and  the  United^  States,  which 
still  are  exceedingly  limited,  begm  to  look  more  promising.  Cyprus's 
best  customers  are  Egypt,  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Turkey, 
Austria,  and  Italy. 

IMPORTS,  BY  PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES. 

In  the  matter  of  imports  cotton  piece  goods  continue  to  hold  the 
first  place,  with  a  value  of  $269,175,  as  against  $230,630  in  1906. 
Other  important  items  were  cotton  yam  and  thread,  $159,105 ;  leather 
and  leather  manufactures,  $128,095;  woolen  manufactures,  $121,725; 
timber  and  firewood,  $123,015;  sugar,  $98,645;  machinery,  $96,785; 

i)etroleum,  $77,380;  haberdashery  and  millinery,  $67,055;  tobacco 
eaf,  $66,865;  olive  oil,  $63,000;  iBour,  $58,910;  sacks,  $54,350;  soap, 
$51,470;  iron  manufeictures,  $50,475. 

As  compared  with  previous  vears,  flour,  petroleum,  and  machinery 
showed  a  marked  increase.  The  high  prices  of  cereals  ruling  in  the 
island  led  to  the  importation  of  cheaper  grain  from  abroad,  out  the 
prices  given  for  wheat  and  flour  were  mainly  affected  by  the  growing 
consumi)tion  of  wheat  bread.  Owing  to  low  prices  in  Batum  im- 
porters in  Cyprus  laid  in  large  stocks  of  petroleum.  According  to 
the  annual  report  of  the  high  commisioner,  the  Anglo-Egvptian 
Land  Allotment  Company  of  Cyprus  were  large  importers  of  agri- 
cultural implements  during  the  year,  an  example  followed  by  other 
well-to-do  agriculturists,  forced  thereto  to  a  certain  degree  by  the 
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increase  in  wages  of  farm  labor.  The  year's  importations  included 
a  considerable  consignment  of  machinery  for  a  cotton-spinning  fac- 
tory at  Famagusta.  The  era  of  labor-saving  machinery  is  dawning 
in  Cyprus. 

The  United  Eongdom  remains  the  principal  source  from  which 
Cyprus  draws  its  imports ;  Turkey  ranks  second,  and  is  followed  by 
Austria,  Egypt,  Italy,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Belgium.  The 
United  Eongaom  gained  in  biscuits,  butter,  and  other  provisions, 
coal,  iron  and  steel  manufacturers,  machinery  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments, haberdashery  and  millinery,  hemp,  linen,  and  straw  manurac- 
tures,  but  fell  off  in  hardware  and  cutlery,  cotton  yam  and  piece 
goods,  silk  and  woolen  manufactures.  Italy,  Austria,  and  Grermany 
snowed  marked  increases  in  their  trade  with  Cyprus,  while  the  United 
Kingdom,  although  her  imports  amounted  to  $764,810  as  against 
$726,756  in  1906-6,  lost  some  ground,  relatively. 

AMERICAN  TRADE  OPPORTTrNITIES. 

Some  of  the  leather  imported  into  Cyprus  from  Egypt  was  of 
American  origin.  Other  goods,  credited  to  other  nations,  were  also 
American.  However,  as  already  stated,  the  United  States  does  not 
figure  conspicuously  in  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  Island  of  Cy- 
prus. There  are  openings  in  Cyprus  for  American  agricultural  im- 
})lementSp  cotton  fabrics,  petroleum,  leather,  sewmg  machines, 
umber,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  oleomargarine,  flour,  notions, 
paper,  canned  groceries,  coal,  glassware,  beer,  copper^  drugs,  and 
mechanic's  tools.  American  commercial  travelers  visitmg  Constan- 
tinople, Smyrna,  Beirut,  and  Alexandria  should  be  required  to  touch 
at  Cyprus.  There  are  rrequent  steamer  sailings  between  Beirut  and 
Lamaca. 

SHIFPIKG,  RAILWAYS,  AND  HARBOR  OF  FAMAGUSTA. 

Cyprus  is  served  by  triweekly  mail  and  passenger  steamers,  1  from 
Alexandria  and  2  from  Beirut,  besides  1  fortnightly  passenger 
steamer  and  2  monthly  passenger  steamers,  all  via  Beirut.  The  total 
nimiber  of  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entered  at  ports  in  Cyprus  dur-  ■ 
ing  1906-7  was  1,297  (341  steam,  tonnage  406,833) ;  total  clearances, 
1,280  (332  steam,  tonnage  397,031) ;  total  tonnage  (entered  and 
cleared)  897,012. 

The  Cyprus  government  railway,  opened  for  traffic  October  31, 
1905,  from  Famagusta  to  Nicosia,  the  capital,  was  completed  -during 
the  year  under  review,  and  the  line  now  extends  throughout  the 
Messaoria  plain  from  Famagusta  to  Morphou,  a  total  distance  of  61 
ijiiles. 

The  new  harbor  at  Famagusta  is  gaining  in  popularity.  It  is  an 
undertaking  which  has  cost  about  $650,000.  Referring  to  the  Fama- 
gusta harbor,  the  high  commissioner  observes:  "  Should  it  eventu- 
ally be  found  possible  to  constitute  Famagusta  an  entrepot  for  the 
trade  of  the  Levant  and  to  make  the  place  a  free  port  in  that  respect, 
the  success  and  the  prosperity  of  the  harbor  would  be  spei^lily 
assured." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  AND   INDUSTRIES   OP   TURKEY   IN    ASIA.  579 

SMYRNA. 

By  Consul  Ernest  L.  Habbis. 

Trade  generally  in  the  Smyrna  consular  district  during  the  calen- 
dar vear  1907  was  normal.  The  depression  which  was  felt  during 
the  last  two  months  of  the  year,  caused  by  financial  disturbances 
in  the  United  States  and  Egypt,  and  a  number  of  failures  in  Smyrna, 
can  not  be  said  to  have  greatly  influenced  the  situation,  as  a  whole, 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Whatever  results  may  be  brought  about 
by  these  causes  are  apt  to  be  felt  rather  in  the  ensuing  year;  although 
merchants  in  this  city  believe  that  if  the  outlook  abroad  improves 
somewhat,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  a  crisis  in  Smyrna.  What  tends 
to  confirm  this  general  opinion,  is  that  the  forecasts  for  the  coming 
crops  are  exceedingly  promising,  owing  to  exceptionally  favorable 
weather  conditions.  Tne  several  large  failures  of  last  year^  which 
were  due  to  speculations  in  cotton  and  in  mining  funds,  will  also, 
probably,  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  local  market  and  tend  to 
check  the  speculative  spirit  which  in  the  last  few  years  has  depr^sed 
the  trade  in  the  staple  articles  of  Smyrna. 

AMERICAN  TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

One  of  the  handicaps  to  the  expansion  of  American  trade  with 
the  Levant  is  the  heavT^  freight  dues  and  the  amount  of  damage 
caused  to  goods,  owing  to  all  merchandise  having  to  be  transshipped 
either  at  Liverpool,  Hamburg,  or  Naples.  This  has  now  been  par- 
tially remedied,  a  Greek  company  naving  started  a  direct  line 
between  the  Levant  and  New  York.  The  fiSt  vessel  has  made  three 
trips,  and  two  other  vessels  will  shortly  be  ready  for  service.  These 
steamers  are  large,  with  accommodation  for  a  large  number  of  steer- 
age passengers.  This  direct  service  should  now  permit  the  United 
States  to  supply  a  number  of  classes  of  merchandise,  which,  owing 
to  their  bulk,  and  consequent  heavy  cost  of  freight,  could  not  have 
been  previously  imported.  Another  steamship  line  has  been  started 
between  the  Levant  and  New  Orleans;  with  transshipment  at  Trieste. 

American  manufacturers  need  some  more  ready  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  cost  of  carriage  of  goods  from  the  place  of  manufacture 
to  the  seacoast.  Not  every  Levantine  knows  the  relative  positions 
of  the  principal  American  cites.  The  German  steamship  companies 
doing  business  in  the  Levant  publish  a  book  in  which  the  various 
kinds  of  goods  are  divided  into  different  classes.  With  this  book 
in  hand,  the  Oriental  importer  can  tell  exactly  what  it  will  cost  him 
to  import  goods  from  any  interior  town  of  Germany  to  any  port  of 
the  Levant  In  trading  with  the  United  States,  there  is  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  cost  except  by  writing  to  the  American  exporter, 
which  entails  a  loss  of  at  least  four  weeks. 

While  all  European  nations  trading  with  the  Levant  give  thre^ 
to  nine  months'  credit,  most  American  manufacturers  refuse  to  deal 
except  on  the  basis  of  cash  with  order.  If  American  manufacturers 
wish  to  trade  with  the  Levant,  let  them  grant  credit  by  all  means, 
but  let  them  beware  of  fflving  credit  terms  to  anyone  unless  they 
have  carefully  inquired  of  the  local  banks  as  to  the  standing  of  the 
individual  or  firm. 

The  Smyrna  district  offers  a  promising  field  for  American  com- 
merce, ana  this  office  has  endeavored,  through  the  medium  of  the 
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consular  reports,  to  call  the  attention  of  American  manufacturers  to 
various  opportunities  which  have  arisen  for  the  introduction  of  home 
products.  These  efforts  have,  in  a  measure,  been  rewarded  by  the 
establishment  in  Smyrna  of  a  branch  of  one  of  the  largest  American 
commission  houses. 


EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the  United  States  for 
the  calendar  years  1906, 1906,  and  1907  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Canary  seed 

8488 

Carpets 

147,888 

2,626 

138.147 

686.298 

6,207 

194,149 

71,618 

224,882 

1,074,262 

6,209 

6,068 

243.441 

82.679 

90,722 

626,894 

82,892 

Chrome  ore 

Emery  stone 

226.478 

FiCT?.!?."!:::::::::::::;:.:::::::::::::::::;:::::;;;::::; :::::: 

778.824 

Gwl  nuts 

J;  So 

Gtim  tm^acanth ^ 

16.666 

Licorice 

660,919 
26,641 
80,912 

720,622 

6191642 

Miscellaneous 

21.021 

OliTeoU 

270,964 
888.206 

Opium 

pistachio  nuts 

1.148 

Raisins 

287,367 
969 

77,754 
817 

119,898 

Rubber  (old) 

Ra^ .        .        .           .            

858 

Sausaflre  casimrs 

1.089 

sSSTr.!?:.^::::::::;::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;;::::; 

U,669 
6,464 

21,848 
10,274 

15,428 

Soaps 

14.881 

Sweetmeats ...             .                   

817 

Tobacco  

107,684 

141.472 

236,218 

Valonia 

1,167 

Walnuts 

8,066 

Wool 

367.286 

266,148 

199. 7U 

Total 

3,090,429 

2,976,607 

8,001,807 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  chrome  ore  was  exported  from  this  dis- 
trict during  the  past  year.  This  once  profitable  industry  has  been 
brought  to  a  sudden  stop  owing  to  the  discovery  of  the  New  Cale- 
donia mines,  which  are  able  to  produce  ore  at  far  lower  cost  than  is 
possible  in  this  district. 

Although  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  exports  of  olive  oil  to 
the  United  States  during  the  past  year,  the  total  production  of  oil 
in  this  vilayet  is  largely  falling  off.  The  principal  cause  is  the  ever- 
increasing  competition  of  Crete,  Italy,  and  Spain,  which  is  leading 
the  agricultural  population  here  to  fell  all  but  the  best  bearing  trees 
and  replace  them  by  vineyards. 

Despite  the  damage  caused  by  a  sudden  storm  last  August,  the 
raisin  crop  was  larger  than  usual  and  it  is  expected  that  this  pro- 
duction will  increase  year  by  year.  The  agricultural  department  of 
the  vilayet  of  Smyrna  has  over  1,150,000  vine  cuttings  ready  for 
distribution  gratis  to  those  about  to  plant  vineyards,  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  granting  freedom  from  taxation  for  ten  years  on  all 
new  vineyards  planted. 

RAILWAY  EXTENSIONS — CUSTOM-HOUSE  REFORMS. 

The  extension  of  the  line  of  the  Ottoman  (Aidin)  Railway  Com- 
pany from  Diner,  its  present  terminus,  to  Egerdir,  a  distance  of 
some  65  miles,  has  just  been  commenced.  This  extension  will  be 
a  valuable  feeder  to  the  existing  line,  and  will  open  up  a  coun- 
try which,  up  to  the  present,  has  remained  almost  maccessible.  In 
former  years  much  or  the  produce  in  the  district  to  be  served  was 
lost  for  want  of  means  of  transportation. 
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The  proposed  extension  of  the  Smyrna  and  Cassaba  Railway, 
which  would  greatly  benefit  the  country  lying  between  Smyrna  and 
the  Sea  of  Marmora,  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

To  remedy  the  lack  of  sufficient  space  at  the  custom-house,  for  the 
purpose  of  unpacking  goods  for  customs  examination,  a  new  jetty, 
of  an  area  of  51,750  square  feet,  was  commenced  in  1907,  and  should 
be  finished  by  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

The  question  of  porterage  at  and  from  the  custom-house  buildings 
has  been  considerably  alleviated  by  the  introduction  of  a  fixed  tariff, 
the  charges  for  which  are  collected  now  by  the  customs  authorities, 
and  not,  as  previously,  by  the  porters.  American  exporters  should, 
however,  beiore  packing  goods  for  this  market,  carefully  inquire  of 
the  importer  as  to  what  each  package  should  weigh,  for  a  pound  or 
two  more  or  less  may  mean  double  in  the  porterage  charge.  For  in- 
stance, packages  up  to  40  kilos  (88  pounas)  are,  as  a  rule,  charged 
for  as  one  load;  41  to  80  kilos  (90  to  176  pounds),  as  two  loads. 
Thus  a  package  weighing  41  kilos  (90  pounas)  costs  twice  as  much 
for  porterage  as  one  weighing  but  40  kuos  (88  pounds).  The  tariff 
contains  too  many  items  to  be  given  in  extenso. 

INCREASED  COST  OP  LIVING  IN  SMYKNA. 

For  several  years  past  there  has  been  a  gradual  rise  in  the  cost  of 
living  in  Smyrna,  due  principally  to  the  laree  quantities  of  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetables  and  sheep  exported  to  Egypt  and  Roumania, 
where  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  such  provisions.  Matters  filially 
came  to  a  crisis  last  summer,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  the  grain  crops 
all  over  the  province.  The  price  of  bread  immediately  rose,  and  that 
of  meat  also,  consequent  upon  the  lack  of  fodder.  An  attempt  was 
made  by  the  local  authorities  to  reduce  the  price  of  bread  by  pro- 
hibiting the  export  of  grain,  but  large  quantities  having  alreadjr  been 
sold  for  export  prevented  these  measures  from  being  erfective. 
Prices  are  not  expected  to  fall  back  to  their  old  level,  for  the  reason 
that  the  customs  import  duty  has  increased  3  per  cent. 

STEAMSHIP  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Smyrna  during  the  past 
two  years  was  as  follows: 


1906. 

Sail, 
num- 
ber. 

1907. 

Flag. 

Steam, 
num- 
ber. 

Ton*. 

Steam, 
num- 
ber. 

Sail, 
num- 
ber. 

Tonii. 

Americ&n 

8 

***'i62" 
8 
6 

4 

i' 

78 

61 

Amttrian  . 



196 

87 

46 

14 

84 
188 
682 
146 
276 

67 

1 

168 

73 

8 

1 

686 

2* 

144 

8* 

2 

2* 

72 

"2*872* 

256,662 

79,256 

27.669 

16,682 

28,764 

878,611 

290,187 

280.143 

427,604 

106,691 

878 

232,849 

64,898 

1,283 

1,368 

208,460 

121 

119 

59 

38 

10 

185 

720 

183 

291 

47 

2 

139 

64 

147,806 

Belgian 

105,128 

Bulf arian   

43,014 

Batch 

28,019 

Danish 

9,658 

French 

878,807 

Greek 

294,772 

German 

811.070 

Britiah 

182.629 

Italian 

99,658 

Norwegian 

1,839 

Rnwlan •••• 

186,839 

Roumanian 

70,906 

Bamf an ^^,,-^^ r..,-. -r- 

1,280 

lW^i|>» , 

669 

2,796 

210.248 

Total 

2,687 

8,102 

2.870,215 

2,647 

8,046 

2,866,210 
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By  Consul  Jesse  B.  Jackson. 

General  conditions  in  this  consular  district,  from  a  cinnmercial 
standpoint,  have  changed  for  the  better  during  1907,  as  they  have 
continued  to  do  during  the  past  several  years,  until,  on  the  whole, 
they  are  not  unsatisfactory.  Legitimate  business  enterprises  are  be- 
ing viewed  with  more  favor,  and  gradually  the  country  is  feeling 
more  and  more  the  need  of  modem  utilities.  The  people  are  longing 
for  greater  improvements  and  the  conveniences  now  in  use  by  the 
more  prosperous  nations  of  the  world. 

The  various  products  of  manufacture  from  European  countries  are 
finding  a  market  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  Agricultural  machinery 
and  implements,  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  and  min- 
ing, millinff,  and  tile  machinery  are  being  sold  in  the  vilayet  of 
Adana,  ana  in  the  vilayet  of  Aleppo  agriculture,  milling,  and  weav- 
ing create  demands  for  different  kinds  of  machinery.  While  rail- 
ways are  being  operated  in  both  vilayets,  by  far  the  greater  amount 
of  the  transportation  is  done  by  means  of  wagons  and  carriages, 
which  vehicles  have  so  far  been  imported  from  Europe,  except  a 
small  niunber  made  in  Aleppo. 

EXPANDING  MARKET  FOR  MODERN   UTILITIES. 

Automobiles  are  beginning  to  obtain  a  market,  several  having  been 
purchased  recently  by  wealthy  residents.  With  the  advent  of  Ameri- 
can touring  parties  through  the  interior,  interest  is  becoming  more 
active  in  automobiles  of  medium  size,  which  is  likely  to  result  in  im- 
portations at  an  early  date. 

Smaller  articles  of  manufacture,  such  as  hardware,  high  iron  beds, 
lamps,  cooking  utensils,  earthenware,  glassware,  cutlery,  haberdash- 
ery, paints,  iron  safes,  typewriting  machines,  household  and  office 
furniture,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  rubbers,  and  all  kinds  of  cotton, 
woolen,  and  silk  goods  are  staple  articles,  and  hold  a  firm  place  in 
the  markets.  Leather  of  all  grades  and  colors  is  brought  from  the 
United  States  and  Europe  and  sold  in  large  quantities  in  every  local- 
ity, as  well  as  provisions  and  groceries,  canned  goods,  oleo,  oil,  beer, 
and  wines. 

A  leading  American  sewing  machine  company  has  established 
agencies  throughout  the  country,  and  by  energetic  methods  has  cap- 
tured the  trade  in  every  vicinity,  overcoming  all  competition.  Hand- 
power  machines  are  mostly  used,  being  sola  on  the  installment  plan, 
m  conformity  with  the  needs  of  the  people.  Clocks,  watches,  and 
jewelry  are  sold  readily,  the  cheaper  qualities  in  great  quantities^ 

TRADE  WITH  THE  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES. 

The  accompanying  statistics  of  imports  and  exports,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States,  have  heeia 
compiled  from  the  various  shipping  agencies  of  this  port,  and  may 
be  considered  to  be  fairly  accurate.  The  value  of  t;he  foreign  trade 
of  Alexandretta,  by  countries,  in  1906  and  1907,  is  shown  by  the 
following  table,  the  aggregate  for  the  latter  year  showing  a  decrease 
of  $480,105  over  that  of  the  former : 
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Countries. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom  . 

Turkey 

Anstria 

France 

Italy 

Germany 

S^TPt 

Belgium 

Another 


Total. 


S75,445 

6.275,485 

1,863,320 

1,220,410 

678,195 

984,610 

672,340 


290,405 
61,700 


$49,275 
6,987.510 
1,763,600 
989,840 
863,875 
646,700 
608,820 
284,780 
246,815 
248,600 


$718,430 

2.805,080 

2,883,975 

181,090 

1,285.440 

165,090 

282,490 


28.226 
77.950 


11,971.860 


11,578,816 


7,327,770 


$418,616 

474,086 

2,720,840 

140.230 

1,121,610 

204,915 

206,250 

1,849,220 

66.185 

39.360 


7,240,710 


ANALYSIS   OF  THE   IMPORTS. 


The  total  imports  for  1907  amounted  to  $11,578,815,  a  decrease  of 
$393,045  from  those  of  1906.  A  comparison  of  the  leading  articles 
imported  during  the  two  years  specified  is  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

$6,265,050 
505,840 
702.600 
483,900 

468,865 
267»625 

809,010 

$6,842,475 
490.865 
641,465 
689,425 

887,840 
139,875 

283,495 

Silksand  silk  thread 

Stationery 

$1,073,066 
126,200 
240,495 
185,600 
484.050 
925,660 

$851,800 
140.406 
197,680 
132,000 
393.850 

Drugs  and  dyee 

Hardware 

Sugar 

Leather  and  skins 

Metals,  and  mannfoc- 

Tobacco  and  tombac 

Woolen  goods 

tureaof 

Another 

988  690 

Petroleum            

Total 

Provisions,  wines,   and 

11,971,860 

11.678,815 

spirits 

Cotton  goods,  with  an  increase  of  $77,425  over  1906,  forms  more 
than  half  of  the  total  importation.  Leather  and  skins  increased 
$106,525.    A  decrease  in  iron  and  iron  manufactures  of  $38,150,  in 

Eetroleum  of  $118,250,  silk  goods  of  $202,815,  sugar  of  $42,865,  to- 
acco  and  tombac  of  $53,600,  and  in  woolen  goods  of  $40,200,  can 
only  be  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  the  new  railway  from  the  port 
of  Beirut  to  the  interior  of  this  district.  However,  as  there  was  but 
a  slight  decrease  on  the  combined  trade  during  the  past  year,  it 
seems  that  the  old  caravan  route  from  this  i)ort  to  Aleppo  still 
retains  superior  advantages  over  the  railway,  which  encounters  many 
difficulties  and  delays  in  climbing  the  lofty  Lebanon  Mountains  by 
the  rack-and-pinion  system,  and  the  transfer  of  all  goods  from  the 
cars  of  the  narrow-gage  track  to  those  of  the  broad  gage  at  Ryak. 

EXPOKTS  AND  THEIB  CLASSIFICATION. 

.  The  total  exports  from  this  port  for  1907  amounted  to  $7,249,710, 
whUe  for  1906  the  amount  was  $7,327,770,  showing  a  decrease  for 
1907  of  $8.7,060.  A  classification  of  the  leading  articles  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: 
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Articles. 


Albumen  and  egg  yolk 

Almonds  and  apn(x>t  seeds. 

Butler  (sheep) 

Cattle,  etc 

Cereals 

Cocoons 

Copper  (ore  and  old) 

Cotton 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Qallnuts  and  yellow  seeds  . 

Olue  and  gum 

Licorice  root 


1906. 

1907.      1 

$115,760 

$148,000 

67,180 

54.296 

889,100 

669.250 

760,475 

886,096 

381,890 

167,100 

690,160 

866,200 

303.600 

204,100 

818,460 

298,760 

251,646 

268,205 

114,986 

186,690 

46,440 

44,270 

826,760 

108,225 

1 

ArUcles. 


Morocco  and  skins 

Oilseeds 

Olive  oil 

Provisions  and  lentils. . . 
Sausage  casings  (salted) 

Soap 

Specie  and  jewelry 

Textiles(native  tiaBaes,eto) 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1906. 


$608,100 
106.680 


249,486 
64,026 
109,026 
388.250 
1,287,976 
689.660 
289,465 


7,827,770 


1907. 


1408,200 

76,160 

47.746 

229.966 

66,000 

137,840 

621,260 

1,426,650 

884,125 

222,186 


7,240,710 


The  increase  in  the  exportation  of  cattle  of  $125,620  in  1907  was 
due  to  the  increase  of  prices  in  Egypt,  whither  shipments  are  made. 
The  increase  of  $266,050  in  cocoons  was  due  to  the  constant  annual 
increase  in  the  production  as  well  as  the  higher  prices  that  prevailed 
during  the  past  year. 

The  decrease  of  $99,400  in  the  exports  of  copper,  of  $19,690  in  cot- 
ton, and  of  $305,425  in  wool  was  apparently  aue  to  the  effects  of  the 
opening  of  the  railway  to  Beirut,  to  which  port  shipment  has  been 
made.  The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  licorice  root  was  caused  by  a 
temporary  suspension  of  shipping  operations.  As  there  was  a  great 
shortage  in  the  grain  crop  in  1907,  the  Government  prohibited  ^e 
exportation  of  grain  for  foodstuffs,  causing  a  decrease  in  exports  of 
cereals  of  $224,790. 

DECLARED    EXPORTS    TO    THE    UNFTED    STATES, 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  value  of  the  principal  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  from  the  port  of  Alexandretta,  which  also 
includes  those  from  the  consular  agency  at  Aleppo,  for  the  past  three 
years: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1905. 

1907. 

Almonds  and  pistachios 

118,669 

16,206 

1.165 

482 

416,620 
4,077 
2,861 
6,044 

418.208 
4,099. 

821,262 

^,629 

28,169 

2,758 

800,250 

6,884 

7,099 

11,728 

821,884 

10,046 

826,178 

Embroideries 

41,864 

Goatskins 

7.846 
10,164 

Licorice  root 

96,941 

Provisions 

6^S8 

Rngs  and  carpets. .,,-,.--  ^ ,..,.,.,,,,-,.,--,......,,,..,.,,,-.,,  ^  ^ 

4,711 

Sausage  casings  (salted)  

8,692 

Wool  T r. . .' '. 

629.896 

All  other 

987 

Total 

880,684 

780,546 

829.921 

In  addition  there  were  declared  from  the  consular  agency  at 
Mersine  exports  to  the  value  of  $69,193  in  1905,  $87,022  in  1906,  and 
$13,346  in  1907;  the  principal  articles  in  each  of  the  three  yearsL 
respectively,  being  wool,  $61,915,  $63,186,  and  $2,903;  sesame  oil  and 
seed,  $1,062,  $6,761,  and  $8,514;  and  gum  tragacanth,  $5,004,  $3,436^ 
and  $1,592. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  are  limited  to  articles  produced 
only  in  great  abundance,  such  as  wool,  licorice  root,  embroideries, 
and  gum,  and  also  those  in  demand  by  resident  Americans,  formerly 
Syrians,  of  which 'almonds,  sheep's  butter,  pistachios,  and  provisions 
form  the  greater  part. 
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PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRADE. 

Wool  is  the  leading  article  of  export  to  the  United  States,  and 
has  been  during  the  past  three  years.  The  decrease  from  1905  to 
1906  was  caused  by  nigher  prices  in  France,  whither  the  bulk  of 
wool  was  transported.  However,  1907  saw  this  reversed,  with  the 
result*  that  the  United  States  took  nearly  double  the  amount  that  it 
did  in  1906. 

Licorice  root,  formerly  the  largest  item  of  exportation,  dropped 
into  second  place  in  1905,  where  it  has  since  remained.  The  chief 
reasons  for  this  were  that  the  exporting  company  had  a  large  sup- 
ply stored  in  its  warehouses  in  the  United  States,  and  the  cessation 
of  shipments  during  a  readjustment  of  the  government  tax.  This  tax 
has  been  finally  settled,  and  the  exportation  of  the  root  has  again 
begun,  with  the  prospect  that  durmg  1908  it  is  likely  to  be  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  business. 

Next  in  importance  are  embroideries,  consisting  of  lace,  lace  hand- 
kerchiefs, collars,  cuffs,  doilies,  aprons,  shirts,  coats,  dress  fronts,  and 
covers  for  pillows,  trays,  stands,  and  tables,  which  are  made  by  hand 
at  Aintab,  Marash,  and  Orfa  by  women  and  girls.  This  industry, 
bemm  by  American  missionaries,  has  grown  to  mammoth  proportions, 
and  is  rapidly  increasing,  as  is  shown  by  the  gain  of  more  than  100 
per  cent  m  the  exportation  of  1907  over  that  of  1906.  Others  have 
established  and  built  up  large  branches  of  the  same  business,  until 
now  the  product  is  not  only  exported  to  the  United  States,  but  also 
to  European  countries. 

The  steady  annual  increase  in  the  shipment  of  gum,  although  not 
as  yet  of  much  importance,  presages  a  bright  future  for  this  article. 
Syria  is  naturally  a  ^eat  producer  of  gum,  and  as  the  demand  in- 
creases the  people  exhibit  more  interest  in  the  industry. 

The  prices  of  goat  skins  and  salted  sausage  casings  being  higher 
in  Austria  than  in  the  United  States  during  1907,  the  trade  naturally 
went  to  the  former  country. 

That  portion  of  the  imports  coming  from  the  United  States  was 
considerably  decreased  by  the  entire  absence  of  petroleum,  which, 
owing  to  conditions  in  ]3atum  in  1906,  formed  the  largest  item  in 
that  year.  However,  every  other  article  shown  enjoyed  an  increase 
over  1906,  a  growth  which,  though  slow,  is  constant.  Many  ship- 
ments of  American  agricultural  implements,  sewing  machines,  and 
various  other  articles  arriving  in  the  district  from  Smyrna,  Constan- 
tinople, and  European  ports  are  credited  to  those  places,  which  had 
they  come  direct  would  make  a  much  better  showing  for  the  United 
States. 

IMPORTANCE  AND  VARIETY  OP  THE  INDUSTRIES. 

The  most  important  centers  of  industry  are  Aleppo,  Aintab, 
Marash,  Urfa,  Antioch,  Adana,  and  Tarsus.  First  in  order  of  im- 
portance are  native  manufactures,  which  have  long  been  renowned 
for  their  fineness  and  durability.  They  consist  of  silk,  cotton,  and 
woolen  goods,  plain,  dyed,  and  printea,  some  striped  and  flowered, 
others  interwoven  with  gold  ana  silver  threads.  Some  14,000  hano 
looms  are  bu^  in  the  weaving  of  these  materials.  The  manufacture 
of  embroideries  is  of  next  importance,  the  principal  centers  being 
Aintab,  Urfa,  and  Marash.  The  carpet  industry  at  Urfa  is  of  con- 
siderable moment.    It  is  a  German  charitable  enterprise,  the  product 
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of  which  is  a  large  amount  of  pure  wool  carpets  of  handsome  de- 
signs and  various  sizes.  Rugs  are  made  in  Aleppo  of  silk  and  wooL 
and  of  both  European  and  oriental  designs.  The  soap  industry  oi 
Antioch  is  of  much  importance,  the  ingredients  used  m  the  manu- 
facture being  soda  and  olive  oil,  considerable  quantities  of  the  prod- 
uct being  exported,  mostly  to  Constantinople.  The  numerous  flour 
mills  of  Aleppo,  Antioch,  Adana,  and  Tarsus  supply  all  the  coarser 
grades  for  home  consumption  and  some  for  exportation.  At  Tarsus 
a  large  factory  is  just  being  completed  at  which  it  is  intended  to 
manufacture  all  of  the  common  varieties  of  cotton  cloth,  and  wKich 
will  employ  about  1,200  persons. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  industry  within  the  district,  partly 
manufacturing  and  partly  agricultural,  is  the  licorice-root  enterprise, 
conducted  by  an  American  corporation,  the  offices  and  factories  bein^ 
located  at  Alexandretta,  with  oranches  in  Aleppo,  Killis,  Urfa,  and 
Antioch.  Including  factory  workmen,  agents,  clerks,  and  diggers,  it 
employs  several  thousand  people. 

PORTS  AND   CUSTOM-HOUSES — OCEAN   TRANSPORTATION  LINES. 

Alexandretta  has  the  most  spacious  and  safe  natural  harbor  on  the 
Syrian  coast,  though  for  lack  of  sufficient  piers  and  docks  boats  must 
discharge  and  load  their  cargoes  in  the  open  bay.  The  shore  is  shallow 
and  the  anchorage  safe.  The  custom-house  has  lately  been  rebuilt  and 
enlarged  until  it  presents  quite  a  substantial  and  commodious  appear- 
ance, sufficiently  large  to  serve  the  requirements  of  the  traffic.  The 
town,  which  adjoins  a  marsh,  has  about  15,000  people,  but  is  almost 
deserted  by  the  inhabitants  during  the  unhealthy  summer  season. 

Mersine,  the  port  of  the  vilayet  of  Adana,  in  wnich  are  situated  the 
cities  of  Adana  and  Tarsus,  is  on  the  open  sea  without  protection,  and 
therefore  labors  under  difficulties  in  stormy  weather.  The  construc- 
tion of  a  new  custom-house  has  just  been  completed.  Here  also  the 
loading  and  discharging  of  cargoes  is  done  in  the  open  sea. 

Transportation  is  as  prompt  and  rapid  as  can  be  expected  when  every 
article  imported  from  the  United  States  must  be  transshipped,  either 
at  some  European  port  or  at  Alexandria  or  Smyrna.  Several  of  the 
lines  which  are  competing  on  the  Syrian  coast  have  lately  put  on  addi- 
tional vessels,  making  semiweekly  calls.  More  than  halt  of  the  vessels 
carry  mail,  and  also  accommodate  passengers.  The  lines  are  the  Khe- 
divai  Steamship  Company  (British),  running  between  Alexandria, 
the  Syrian  coast,  Asia  Mmor,  and  Constantinople,  making  six  trips 
a  month ;  the  Compagnie  Russe  de  Navigation  k  Vapeur  et  de  Com- 
merce (Russian),  between  Odessa,  Constantinople,  Asia  Minor,  the 
Syrian  coast,  and  Alexandria,  calling  six  times  a  month ;  the  Austrian 
Lloyd  Company,  from  Trieste  to  Asia  Minor,  the  Syrian  coast,  and 
Egypt,  callmff  weekly;  the  Navigazione  Generale  Italiana  (Itidian), 
from  Marseille  to  Constantinople,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt, 
weekly;  the  Messagerie  Maritimes  Company  (French),  from  Mar- 
seille to  Constantinople,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  E^pt,  biweekly; 
the  Pantaleon  Steamship  Company  (Greek),  from  Constantinople, 
Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  biweekly;  the  Royal  Prince  Lme 
(British) ,  from  London  and  Liverpool  to  Alexandria  and  the  Syrian 
coast,  biweekly ;  the  German  Levant  Line,  from  Hamburg  to  Egrpt, 
Syria,  and  Asia  Minor,  biweekly ;  the  Moss  &  Bell  Company  (Snt- 
ish),  from  Egypt  to  Syria  and  Asia  Minor,  weekly;  and  numerous 
others  without  a  regular  itinerary. 
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AX.EPPO. 

By   INTEBPBETEB  LORENZO    Y.    MaNAOHT,   ALEXANDRETTA* 

Aleppo  is  built  on  several  hillocks,  is  encircled  by  limestone  hills, 
and  beyond  these  stretches  a  fertile  plain.  The  Kuwick  River  flows 
through  the  town  and  loses  itself  in  a  morass  18  miles  distant.  The 
water  of  this  river  is  muddy  and  serves  chiefly  for  irrigating  the 
gardens.  The  foreim  consuls  and  a  portion  of  the  wealthy  inhabi- 
tants have  their  residences  at  Azizie,  a  suburb. 

Water  is  brought  to  the  city,  from  a  distance  of  8  miles,  by  an 
aqueduct,  and  supplies  numerous  fountains,  massive  structures  stand- 
ing in  the  streets,  out  many  people  drink  water  brought  in  tin  boxes 
by  horse  and  donkey  from  a  sprmg  not  far  from  the  city.  There  is  a 
project  on  foot  to  pipe  the  water  of  the  Euphrates  to  Aleppo,  and  the 
Belgian  consul  is  endeavoring  to  interest  a  company  of  Belgians  in 
undertaking  the  enterprise. 

Among  me  chief  attractions  of  Aleppo  are  its  gardens,  extending 
continuously  for  about  16  miles  along  the  banks  of  the  Kuwick.  They 
produce  an  abundance  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  but  their  most  cele- 
brated product  is  the  pistachio  nut,  which  is  regularly  cultivated  and 
which  IS  the  only  proauct  of  these  gardens  exported  to  foreign  places. 
The  Aleppines  are  very  fond  of  pistachios,  and  every  family  makes 
its  annual  provision. 

COMMEBCE  OF  ALEPPO. 

Formerly  Aleppo  stood  in  the  first  rank  among  the  cities  of  Asia 
Minor  as  a  place  of  trade.  It  is  still  the  emporium  of  northern 
Syria,  and  has  extensive  commercial  relations  with  Aintab,  Marash, 
Orfa,  Diarbekr,  Mardin,  Mossul,  and  Bagdad.  Large  caravans  visit 
Aleppo  from  these  places,  carrving  all  kinds  of  goods,  such  as  wool, 
cotton,  cereals,  butter,  olive  oil,  skins,  carpets,  gall  nuts,  gums,  etc., 
which  are  thence  forwarded  to  the  seashore  to  be  exj>orted  to  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

The  imports  of  Aleppo  are  composed  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods, 
silk  and  silk  goods,  iron  and  iron  ware,  hardware,  groceries,  indigo, 
sugar,  coflfee,  metals,  and  metal  manufactures,  etc.  These  are  drawn 
from  different  countries,  but  chiefly  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  exported  and  imported  goods  until  lately  passed  exclusively 
through  tne  port  of  Alexandretta.  After  the  connection  of  Aleppo 
by  raflway  with  Beirut,  in  October,  1906,  a  certain  percentage  of  tne 
traffic  has  deviated  to  that  port,  but  Alexandretta  still  remains  the 
principal  transit  place  for  Aleppo  and  all  the  interior. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  Aleppo  during  the  last  four  years 
were  as  follows : 


Description. 

1904. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Imports 

$10,669,460 
7,697,226 

112,123.948 
6,966,665 

$11,971,860 
7,327,770 

111,578,815 

Sxpoitt - - - 

7,240,710 

Total 

18,156,686 

19,090,618 

19.299,630 

18,819,626 
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INDUSTRIES. 

Aleppo  is  famous  for  its  textile  industries,  and  counts  in  the  city 
alone  about  9,000  looms  continually  working.  They  produce  various 
kinds  of  cloth  of  silk,  cotton^  and  wool,  some  flowered  and  striped, 
others  woven  with  gold  and  silver  thread,  which  are  sold  throughout 
the  Turkish  Empire  for  clothing  and  house  furnishing.  Ranking 
next  in  importance  is  the  manufacture  of  cloaks,  girdles,  laces,  gold 
and  silver  laces,  gold  and  silver  threads,  printed  handkerchiefs,  tan- 
neries, ropewalks,  and  dye  works,  in  particular  the  tinting  with 
indigo,  which  is  a  specialty  of  the  city.  Constantinople,  Asia  Minor, 
the  Balkan  States,  and  Egypt  are  the  countries  to  which  all  these 
goods  are  sold. 

The  Armenian  immigrants,  who  came  from  the  countries  in  which 
disturbances  occurred  in  1896,  brought  with  them  the  rug  and  carpet 
industry,  which  is  developing  gradually  at  Aleppo  and  in  all  the 
vilayet,  especially  in  the  city  of  Orfa,  where  a  German  factory  has 
been  established  and  is  exporting  its  products  to  Germany,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  the  United  States. 

The  old  and  beautiful  embroidery  and  lace  industry  of  the  country 
owes  its  revival  to  the  initiative,  zeal,  and  philanthropic  sentiments  of 
some  of  the  women  of  the  American  mission.  The  renaissance  of 
this  industry  starting  from  the  city  of  Aintab,  where  the  mission 
has  its  headquarters,  has  rapidly  spread  to  the  other  cities  and  towns 
of  the  vilayet,  and  it  now  constitutes  the  sustenance  of  thousands  of 
poor  women  and  girls.  The  products  find  an  outlet  in  the  United 
StateSj  shipped  either  directly  or  through  London  and  Belfast  firms. 
The  vilavet  also  produces  a  great  number  of  cattle  and  sheep,  which 
are  chiefly  exported  via  Alexandretta  to  Egypt.  The  average  expor- 
tation is  15,000  head  of  cattle  and  120,000  sheep  annually. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS. 

The  region  of  Aleppo  is  renowned  for  its  fertility.  The  immense 
plain  produces  cotton,  wheat,  barlev,  sesame,  l>oppy,  castor  and 
mustard  seed,  lentils,  peas  and  chicfc-peas,  licorice  root  (growinjg 
wild) ,  etc.,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  permit  exportation.  Their  culti- 
vation, however,  is  done  as  it  was  hundreds  of  years  ago,  plowing 
with  the  sharp  stick,  iron  pointed,  harvesting  with  the  sickle,  and 
tramping  out  the  grain  with  oxen  or  horses  drawing  a  sort  of  sledge 
in  a  circle.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  real  eflforts  have  been  made  to 
introduce  moaem  implements  into  the  province  of  Aleppo.  The 
agricultural  industry  is  wholly  in  the  hands  of  a  very  conservative 
class.  However,  as  the  most  important  landlords  reside  in  the  city  of 
Aleppo  it  is  most  probable  that,  should  some  firm  undertake  to  dem- 
onstrate to  these  the  great  advantage  and  superiority  of  modem 
implements  over  their  method  and  practice,  they  would  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  adopt  the  progressive  system,  and  their  example  would 
undoubtedly  be  followed  gradually  by  the  rural  population.  In 
order  to  gather  the  early  fruits  of  the  market  in  perspective,  it  be- 
hooves an  energetic  and  enterprising  firm  to  send  a  capable  man  to 
the  spot  to  study  closely  and  intelligently  the  situation,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  an  able  and  influential  agent,  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  some  of  the  most  important  landlords  and  demonstrate  in  their 
presence  the  superiority  and  advantages  of  the  modem  system.    The 
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present  governor-general  of  Aleppo  is  disposed  to  help  agricultural 
interests  and  would  no  'doubt  give  assistance  to  any  refiable  firm 
desirous  of  introducing  modem  implements  in  his  vilayet. 

LIVING   CONDITIONS — TRIBES — SLANGUAGES   SPOKEN. 

The  air  of  Aleppo  is  dry  and  very  salubrious.  The  city,  however, 
as  well  as  the  environs,  is  subject  to  a  singular  epidemic  disorder 
called  the  "boil  of  Aleppo."  It  attacks  the  inhabitants  usually  in 
their  childhood,  and  its  ulcers  last  for  a  year.  The  opinion  is  divided 
relative  to  its  causes,  some  attributing  it  to  a  kind  of  mosquito,  others 
to  the  water,  but  in  the  past  fifteen  years  the  local  doctors  are  treating 
it  with  some  success  toward  diminishing  its  severity.  It  is  important 
to  note  that  this  boil  rarely  occurs  except  on  an  exposed  part  of  the 
body,  and  attacks  the  person  but  once,  occasioning  from  one  to  several 
ulcers. 

Living  is  cheap  enough  in  Aleppo.  The  chief  food  of  the  majority 
of  the  population  throughout  the  vilayet  is  bread  and  bourgul 
(crushed  wheat),  the  latter  serving  in  place  of  rice  to  prepare  pilau, 
the  national  dish.  There  are  several  hotels  in  Aleppo;  the  best 
three  or  four  are  located  in  the  suburb  of  Azizie,  the  rates  of  which 
are  from  $1  to  $1.20  per  day. 

The  Imperial  Ottoman  6ank  (an  international  concern)  has  an 
agency  in  Aleppo  which  controls  nearly  all  the  banking  business  of 
the  region.    Some  other  European  banks  are  also  represented. 

There  are  over  200  carriages  and  cabs,  which  excursionists  often 
employ  in  order  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  dust  or  mud  of  certain 
seasons. 

The  Aleppins  are  generally  very  affable,  hospitable,  and  fond  of 
poetry  and  Arabic  music;  they  excel  in  the  latter.  The  most  spoken 
language  is  Arabic.  Turkish  is  used,  especially  by  the  government 
functionaries,  and  French  by  the  mercantile  and  upper  class  of 
society.  Aleppo  counts  nowadays  not  less  than  200,000  inhabitants. 
This  rapid  increase  is  due  especially  to  the  coming  of  Armenian 
immigrants  from  the  interior. 

Nomadic  tribes  of  pure  Arab  types.  Bedouins,  are  scattered  through- 
out the  whole  country,  despising  affricultvire  and  a  settled  life,  driv- 
ing their  horses^  camels,  cattle,  and  sheep  flocks  from  one  pasture  to 
another,  and  livmg  patriarchally  under  their  camel-hair  tents.  These 
people  seldom  visit  the  cities,  and  then  only  to  buy  and  sell.  Among 
the  numerous  tribes  wandering  in  the  region  of  Aleppo,  the  Anazee 
is  the  most  powerful  in  the  whole  Sjrrian  desert.  The  tribe  is  esti- 
mated at  from  300,000  to  850,000,  and  is  divided  into  several  branches, 
extending  far  into  Arabia  to  the  Euphrates  and  into  the  province  of 
Damascus. 

BEIRUT-HAMA-ALEPFO  RAILWAY — ^BAGDAD  LINE. 

October  4,  1906,  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  first  train  of  the 
Beirut-Hama- Aleppo  Railway,  and  saw  the  realization  of  this  great 
and  important  event,  so  eagerly  expected  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. The  line,  starting  from  the  port  of  Beirut,  runs  across  Mount 
Lebanum  to  Baalbek,  Kara,  Homs,  Hems,  Masat,  and  Aleppo,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  seventeen  hours.  The  line  from  Beirut  to  Kayak  is  of 
narrow  gage,  with  rack  and  pinion  on  Mount  Lebanum,  and  with 
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engines  incapable  of  hauling  more  than  80  to  120  tons.  From  Rayak 
to  Aleppo  the  line  is  standard  gage. 

The  service  is  limited  to  conveying  a  few  passengers  and  to  the 
transportation  of  but  a  small  share  ofthe  important  trade  of  Aleppo. 
The  port  of  Alexandretta  remains  the  real  transit  port  for  the  prov- 
ince of  Aleppo  and  other  more  distant  vilayets,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so  as  long  as  the  Beirut-Bayak  line  remams  a  narrow  gase. 

Aleppo  has  not  yet  reached  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity  and  develop- 
ment; this  seems  to  be  reserved  for  the  completion  of  the  Bagdad 
Railway,  which  will  put  it  in  close  connection  with  Mesopotamia. 
Persia,  and  India,  and  make  it  a  sort  of  entrepot  for  the  products  oi 
those  countries.  On  account  of  the  importance  of  this  line,  it  will 
be  of  some  interest  to  give  some  details  ite  to  the  origin  of  the  project 
and  of  the  actual  concession.  [These  details,  project,  and  concession 
of  the  Bagdad  Railway  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 

AMERICAN  TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

All  Syria,  and  especially  the  vilayet  of  Aleppo,  seem  to  have  been 
overlooked  and  neglected  bv  American  firms,  although  they  could 
compete  most  advantageously  with  European  manufacturers  in  sev- 
eral articles  and  products. 

Aleppo  and  its  environs  import  annually  about  $11,500,000  worth 
of  various  goods,  more  than  50  per  cent  of  which  is  made  up  of  cot- 
tons of  all  kinds  and  description,  which  were  imported  in  1904, 
1905,  1906,  and  1907,  to  the  following  amounts:  $6,342,475,  $6,950,- 
011,  $6,265,050,  and  $6,343,506,  respectively.  The  United  Kingdom 
ranks  far  ahead  of  any  other  country  in  this  class  of  manufacture,  duo 
to  its  two  principal  articles,  T  cloth  and  water  twist,  which  represent 
an  importation  of  about  $3,000,000  annually.  There  are  no  good  rea- 
sons why  the  United  States  could  not  compete  in  this  line  with  the 
United  Kingdom  and  all  other  countries.  JPrints,  drills,  and  Cabots 
of  American  manufacture  appear  on  the  market  from  time  to  time 
and  are  welcomed  by  the  consumers,  who  consider  everything  Ameri- 
can as  being  of  a  superior  quality  and  more  durable  than  the  corre- 
sponding European  article. 

American  manufacturers  can  do  much  more  than  the^r  are  doin§ 
now  in  leather,  shoes,  agricultund  implements,  wire  nails,  musicsu 
instruments,  took,  watches,  hardware,  typewriters,  stoves,  provisions, 
oleomargarine,  flour,  petroleum,  etCj,  if  they  imitate  the  example  oi 
their  European  competitors  by  sending  thoroughly  competent  repre- 
sentatives to  this  country  to  study  the  marKet  on  the  spot  and 
appoint  in  each  place  a  reliable  agent  regularly  supplied  with  the  nee- 
essary  samples.  It  would  prove  most  efficacious  also  if  groups  of 
American  manufacturers  or  general  commission  houses  would  com- 
bine and  establish  an  agency  at  Constantinople,  with  branches  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Lievant,  allowing  the  same  liberal  conditions 
practiced  by  European  firms. 

American  manufacturers  anxious  to  establish  a  steady  and  success- 
ful foothold  in  this  country  should  consider  also  the  establishment  of 
an  American  bank  and  the  creation  of  a  shipping  company  touching 
regularly,  at  least  monthly,  the  principal  ports  of  the  Devant  Ir 
properly  managed,  such  a  line  would  have  all  the  required  cargo  from 
this  part  of  the  world  for  its  steamers  both  ways  and  would  particr- 
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pate  largely  in  the  movement  of  passengers.  The  following  items 
illustrate  the  tonnage  of  goods  shipped  from  the  vilayet  of  Aleppo  to 
the  United  States: 


Articles. 

1904. 

1906. 

11,508 
973 
163 

1906. 

1907. 

Licorice  root 

Tons. 

21,189 

690 

162 

Tons. 

8,813 
918 
275 

Tons. 
2,715 

Wool 

2,100 

Miscellaneous 

278 

Total 

22,031     V2.6QQ 

9,506 

5,098 

' 

Owing  to  some  peculiar  circumstances  qnly  2,715  tons  of  licorice 
root  were  shipped  during  1907,  but  the  average  quantity  shipped 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  not  been  less  than  12,000  tons  annually, 
and  bids  fair  to  increase  in  the  future. 


EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED    STATES. 


Statement  showing  the  declared  value  of  exports  from  Aleppo  to 
the  United  States  during  the  three  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and 
1907: 


Articles. 


Almonds 

Butter 

Embroideries. 

Gallnuts 

Gam 

Gats,  salted  . . 
Pistachios  — 


1905. 


92,490 

7,598 

2,024 

432 


7,366 


1906. 


93,995 

6,849 

2,248 

144 


y,625 


1907. 


97,991 
8,215 
6,985 


1,211 
1,052 
5,126 


Articles. 


Provisions >. . 

Ruf^  and  carpets. 

Wool 

Other  articles 


Total ,  439,712 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

9280 

1 

742 

418,176 

609 

91.693 

805,786 

8,784 

9951 

629.896 

749 

833,124  I    656,676 


[A  report  on  the  Arabian  horse,  transmitted  with  the  foregoing 
and  containing  full  and  technical  information  touching  the  pure 
Arab- breed,  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 


BAGDAD. 

By  Ck>N6UL  Wm.  O.  Maoelsseit. 

The  1907  foreign  trade  of  Bagdad,  by  sea  via  Bassorah,  amounted 
to  approximately  $15,189,813  viz,  imports  $10,984,767,  and  exports 
$4,223,018,  as  compared  with  $11,560,480  for  the  preceding  year— 
an  increase  of  more  than  31  per  cent.  These  figures  do  not  include 
the  exp<jrt  and  import  trade  with  Persia,  nor  the  value  of  cereals, 
wool,  ghee,  and  licorice  root  exported  from  intermediary  points  on 
the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers  in  the  Province  of  Bagdad.  The 
inclusion  of  this  latter  commerce  brings  the  total  trade  transactions 
of  the  district  to  $23,577,813,  as  follows: 


Imports  from : 

Earope 98,  666,  240 

India,  China,  Persian  Gulf.  2,817,579 

Persia 1, 150.  000 

United  States 2, 248 

Total 12, 185.  267 


ExDorts  to : 

Earope  and  United  States $2,  096, 267 

India,  China,  Persian  Gulf..     1,  208,  880 

Persia  (by  land) 4,  868,  000 

Exports  from   smaller  ports 
within  province 2,870,000 

Total 11,  446,  046 

Grand  total  foreign  com- 
merce  28,  578^  818 
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The  lar^e  imports  of  cotton  goods  and  the  hi^  prices  paid  for 
same,  the  increase  of  3  per  cent  in  the  import  duty,  the  increased 
shipments  of  grain,  which  more  than  made  up  for  tb6  shortage  in  the 
exports  of  other  articles  of  produce,  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
marked  advance  in  the  trade  of  Turkish  Arabia. 

EXCEPTIONAL  WHEAT  CROP. 

There  was  a  bounteous  harvest  in  the  year  under  review;  pastur- 
age was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  the  wool  clip  was  good.  In 
parts  of  Turkey-in-Asia  crops  failed  and  the  export  of  CTain  was  for 
a  time  prohibited.  This  prohibition  extended  also  to  Mesopotamia, 
but  the  abundance  of  the  grain  piled  high  on  the  banks  of  the  Ti^*is 
and  Euphrates  rivers,  coupled  with  the  ract  that  merchants  had  earner 
in  the  season  bound  themselves  to  furnish  certain  quantities  for  export 
to  India,  England,  and  France,  resulted  in  an  early  removal  or  the 
embargo.  Grain  export  figures  climbed  to  a  total  of  $1,095,033, 
against  $263,300  for  the  preceding  year.  In  the  districts  lying  be- 
tween Bagdad  and  Mosul  the  surplus  of  wheat  over  local  consump- 
tion is  estimated  at  70,000  tons,  that  of  wheat  and  barley  of  the  dis- 
tricts between  Bagdad  and  the  Persian  Gulf  at  120,000  tons,  while 
sesame,  daira,  and  millet  seed  are  figured  at  40,000  tons. 

The  shortage  in  the  Indian  wheat  crop  resulted  in  large  exports 
to  Bombajr.  Mesopotamian  wheat  was  for  the  first  time  shipped  to 
France,  this  being  due  to  the  cheap  rates  offered  by  the  newly  estab- 
lished service  of  a  German  line.  The  soft  wheat  went  to  Liondon, 
while  hard  wheat  found  the  best  markets  in  India  and  Marseille. 
Although  grain  brought  good  prices  both  in  India  and  Europe,  the 
exports  in  this  line  did  not  prove  profitable  to  the  shippers;  the  large 
profits  were  made  by  the  river  steamers  and  sailing  craft  whi(£, 
owing  to  the  accumulation  of  cargo,  demanded  high  freight  rates. 
Large  shipments  are  expected  to  be  made  also  in  1908,  as  granaries 
of  no  small  importance  are  left  filled  in  the  producing  centers. 

The  principal  exports  from  this  consular  district  are  carpets, 
dates,  galls,  grain,  gum  tragacanth,  opium,  skins,  and  wool. 

CARPETS,  DATES,  AND  GALLNUT8. 

The  number  of  fast  dye  carpets  in  this  market  is  decreasing  daily 
and  prices  are  on  the  increase.    The  greater  part  of  the  exports 


to  America,  where  some  of  the  world's  finest  carpets  are  now  to 
found.  It  is  exceedingly  rare  that  one  may  see  here  old  carpets  of 
such  fine  texture  and  design  as  are  to  be  found  exhibited  in  the  win- 
dows of  oriental  importers  in  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States. 
Last  year's  exports  compare  favorably  with  those  of  1906f  but  the 
number  of  old  carpets,  which  are  the  best,  was  small,  new  ones  being 
considerably  in  the  majority. 

The  date  palms  did  not  sufficiently  recover  from  the  severe  cold 
of  1906  to  yield  a  large  harvest.  The  ruling  price  was  $3.82  per 
220i  pounds,  against  $2.20  to  $2.42  in  the  preceding  year.  Ship- 
ments of  Baffdad  dates,  packed  in  skins,  are  made  to  Syrian  ports, 
Constantinople,  and  Bombay.  Of  late  years  shipments,  in  cases, 
have  been  made  to  Europe  and  America,  where  there  appears  to  be 
an  increasing  demand  for  them  and  where  they  are  well  liked  owing 
to  their  fresh  and  yellow  color. 
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The  gallnut  crop  was  an  average  one.  Prices  opened  high  at 
$79.20  per  635.55  pounds  for  the  blue  and  green  mixed,  and  $66  for 
the  white,  A  heavjr  crop  of  Chinese  ga&,  which  are  inferior  to 
the  Mesopotamian  kind,  caused  a  faint  demand  for  the  green  and 
white.  The  price  of  blue  and  green  mixed  dropped  to  $66  and  that 
of  the  white  to  $52.  Blue  galls  find  the  best  markets  in  London  and 
New  York.  Germany  imports  more  green  than  white,  while  Bom- 
bay consumes  all  green.  The  direct  exports  to  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $8^159,  against  $5,438  in  1906. 

The  yield  of  cum  tragacanth  was  below  the  average.  Russian 
buyers  paid  hi^  prices  in  Hamadan  and  Kermanshah,  Persia. 
The  total  value  of  exports  in  this  line  was  reduced  47  per  cent,  those 
to  the  United  States  fell  79  per  cent.    First  quality  sold  at  $17.60 

Eiv  35.625  pounds.    The  bulk  of  the  gum  tragacanth  exports  went  to 
ngland,  Germany,  the  United  States,  and  France.    American  con- 
sumers take  considerable  quantities  of  London  purchases. 

The  opium  crop  was  exceptionally  good  and  there  was  an  increase 
of  90  per  cent  in  the  exports  over  those  of  1906.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases  shipped  to  Europe  and  Egypt,  the  bulk  goes  to  China. 
Prices  ranged  from  $375  to  $443  per  case. 

DECLINE  IN   TRADE  OF  SKINS  AND  WOOL. 

The  decline  in  the  prices  of  skins  in  Europe  and  America  reduced 
the  exports  of  this  product  by  17  per  cent  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Lonaon  is  the  principal  buyer  of  the  tanned  sheep- 
skins, and  while  that  market  in  1906  made  c.  i.  f.  purchases  at  the 
rate  of  30,000  skins  per  month,  paying  as  high  as  44  cents  per  pound, 
few  c.  i.  f .  sales  were  made  in  1907^  when  the  prices  fell  as  low  as  32 
cents.  The  price  of  tanned  goatskins  fell  from  34  to  26  cents.  The 
bulk  of  haired  goatskins  went  to  French  purchasers,  who  frequently 
resell  to  American  consumers.  Russia  is  the  principal  buyer  of 
astrakhan,  and  took  500,000  skins  at  high  prices.  Although  lar^e 
quantities  of  Bagdad  skins  find  their  way  to  the  United  States,  the 
trade  is  done  principally  through  European  houses.  The  value  of 
skins  exported  direct  in  1907  amounted  to  $11,159,  against  $43,074 
in  1906. 

Wool  forms  the  principal  item  of  export  from  Turkish  Arabia, 
and  last  year's  clip  and  quality  were  good.  America  offered  a  fair 
demand  for  Awasi  and  Karadi  during  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
Business  was  done  at  prices  varying  between  $3.52  and  $4.40  per 
35.625  pounds,  but  later  on  it  dropped  to  $3.  Large  stocks  of  Bagdad 
wool  remained  unsold  here,  in  Europe,  and  America  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  America,  England,  and  France  are  the  largest  consumers  of 
the  wool  produced  in  these  regions.  The  value  of  the  direct  wool 
exports  to  America  fell  from  $411,634  in  1906  to  $165,237  in  1907. 

INDIA  COMPBTINO  IN  COTTON-GOODS  TRADE. 

The  total  value  of  cotton-goods  importations  amounted  to 
$7,395,788,  showing  an  increase  of  more  than  74  per  cent  over  1906, 
64  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  imports  coming  to  Bagdad. 
The  trade  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  natives  who  have  sent  relatives 
to  Manchester  to  act  as  their  agents  there.  The  requirements  of  the 
Arabian  and  Persian  markets  are  known  to  these  agents,  and  only 
9108-c  B 1907— VOL  1 38 
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such  goods  are  shipped  as  are  suited  for  these  markets.  Bombay 
mills  turned  out  piece  goods  similar  to  those  of  Manchester  and  at 
reduced  prices,  and  imports  along  this  line  increased  from  $240,872 
in  1906  to  over  $500,000  in  1907.  A  few  samples  of  American  cotton 
goods  were  sent  to  local  merchants,  who  found  them  satisfactory  and 
suitable  for  this  market,  but  business  has  not  yet  resulted,  for  the 
reason  that  American  exporters  will  not  give  as  favorable  terms  of 
payment  as  can  be  secured  in  England  and  on  the  Continent.  Cotton 
goods  from  Italy  suffered  a  decrease,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  business 
transactions  are  not  done  directly,  but  through  commission  merchants 
in  Beirut  and  Aleppo. 

Sugar  ranks  second  in  importance  as  an  article  of  import  to 
Bagcmd.  Orders  in  excess  of  the  demand  were  placed  in  1906.  and 
last  year's  importations  of  this  commodity  have  therefore  mllen 
considerably.  Belgium  and  French  sugar  sold  at  74  to  79  cents  per 
17.61  pounds. 

SUCCESSFUL  COMPETITION   OF  INDIAN   YARNS. 

India  is  having  marked  success  in  supplying  this  market  with 

?arns  and  the  imports  from  England  have  been  ^eatly  reduced, 
ndian  bleached  yams  are  competmg  successfully  with  the  English. 
Considerable  quantities  of  the  yarn  imported  to  Bagdad  are  c<hi- 
sumed  in  Mosul,  and  this  article  figures  as  one  of  the  principal  im- 
portations. In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review,  samples  of 
American  yarns  were  received  by  some  of  the  local  merchants*  whose 
names  had  been  reported  as  being  interested  in  this  article  or  trade. 
In  qualitv  they  were  considered  several  degrees  better  than  foreign 
yams  hitherto  imported,  but  the  prices  turned  out  to  be  prohibitive, 
and  no  orders  resulted.  American  gray  yams  can  not  compete  in  this 
market  with  the  P]nglish  and  Indian,  but  the  white  and  mercerized 
yams  can  compete  with  the  English  and  German  products,  provided 
American  exporters  are  willing  to  accord  the  same  terms  of  payment 
as  are  granted  by  their  competitors.  The  same  may  be  said  also  of 
cotton  thread,  the  imports  of  which  are  steadily  increasing,  and  are 
now  supplied  by  England,  Germany,  and  India. 

Tea  IS  drawn  solely  from  India.  There  were  19,423  cases  im- 
ported, more  than  double  the  quantity  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
greater  part  of  it  is  reexported  to  Persia. 

The  extent  to  which  Brazilian  coffee  has  succeeded  in  competition 
with  Mocha  and  Malabar  is  best  shown  by  the  following  figures: 
In  1907,  7,863  bags  of  Brazilian  coffee  were  imported,  while  only 
100  bags  were  brought  from  India  and  Yemen.  No  direct  business 
is  done  with  Brazil,  all  purchases  being  made  in  London,  Hamburg, 
and  Marseille.  Packing  in  double  gunny  bags,  holding  100  to  125 
pounds,  is  preferred. 

PETROLEUM,  LEATHER,  WOOLEN  AND  SILK  GOODS. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  petroleum 
importations.  This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  growing  demand  for  oil 
engines  and  machinery,  for  the  working  of  which  no  cheaper  fuel 
than  kerosene  is  obtainable  in  these  parts.  Formerly  Bagaad  con- 
siuned  17,000  to  19,000  cases  annually.  This  quantity  has  be«i 
doubled  since  the  appearance  of  oil  engines  two  years  ago.    The  1907 
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importations  came  from  Batum  and  Fimne.  An  inferior  American 
brand  was  sold  throughout  the  year,  and  although  it  was  not  suitable 
for  lamps  the  machine  importers  say  it  was  satisfactory  as  fuel  for 
engines.  Orders  have  been  placed  for  a  superior  brand  of  American 
petroleiun. 

The  natives  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  elegance  and  dura- 
bility of  foreign  leather,  and  its  consumption  has  teen  greatly  aug- 
mented in  the  past  year.  The  greater  portion  of  imported  leather 
comes  from  France  and  Germany,  the  former  country  supplying 
chiefly  sole  leather.  Samples  were  received  from  the  United  States, 
the  quality  and  prices  of  which  were  favorable,  but  the  demand  on 
the  port  of  our  exporters  for  cash  payment  in  New  York  barred 
its  introduction. 

Woolen  goods  are  supplied  by  Germany,  Austria,  and  Belgium. 
There  was  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  imported  during  the  year,  but 
owing  to  the  high  prices  ruling  in  Europe  the  value  of  the  imports 
is  above  the  average. 

Indo-China,  Japan,  and  Germany  are  making  headway  in  Turkish 
Arabia, with  their  cheaper  silk  ^ods,  and  the  French  importations 
are  gradually  decreasing.  This  is  due  to  the  inability  of  the  French 
mills  to  compete. 

IMPORTS  OP  METALS  AND   MATCHES. 

The  continued  high  price  of  metals  in  Europe  kept  imports  of 
copper  low,  as  compared  with  former  years,  but  there  was  no  decrease 
in  the  quantity  of  iron  shipped  to  Bagdad.  English  iron  plate 
and  rod  imports  were  diminished  through  cheaper  Belgian  quota- 
tions. Sweden  furnished  iron  of  the  Cross  and  Crown  brands,  the 
superior  quality  of  which  has  saved  the  Swedish  iron  imports  ircm 
diminution.  In  former  years  Japanese  matches  found  no  competi- 
tors in  this  market,  while  now  they  are  replaced  by  those  of  Swedish 
manufacture.    The  annual  consumption  is  uniform. 

Besides  the  articles  enumeratea  in  the  foregoing  para^aphs, 
European  coimtries  dispose  of  the  following  products  m  this  part 
of  the  world :  Austria  sells  fezzes,  furniture,  glassware,  linen  goods, 
paper,  and  wood;  Belgium  finds  a  market  for  candles,  iron,  wire 
nails,  and  window  glass;  England  provides  hardware  of  all  kinds, 
linen  goods,  sewing  machines,  macninery  (principally  oil  engines 
and  pumping  plants),  medicines,  paints,  and  provisions;  France 
sells  machinery,  medicines,  provisions,  and  perrumery,  while  Ger- 
many contributes  ^  gold  thread,  hardware  of  all  kinds,  sewing 
machines,  and  paint.  Grermany  and  Austria  have  made  strong 
efforts  to  increase  their  trade  in  these  parts  and  the  two  countries 
show  marked  progress  in  the  commercial  field  of  Turkish  Arabia. 

IMPROVED  TRANSPORTATION   FAdLITIES  AND  RATES. 

The  year  1907  has  given  this  section  improved  transportation  by 
land  and  water.  In  the  spring  a  third  steamer  was  added  to  the 
river  fleet  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company 
between  Bassorah  and  Bagdad,  and  in  September  a  regular  carriage 
service,  which  has  reduced  the  time  of  travel  by  about  ten  days,  was 
established  between  Bagdad  and  Aleppo.  By  the  addition  of  the 
third  British  steamer  flie  carrying  capacity  of  the  Tigris  River 
steamer  fleet  has  been  increased  about  15  per  cent. 
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Ocean  freight  rates  per  ton  in  1907  fluctuated  as  follows:  London 
to  Bassorah,  $6.25  to  $7;  Marseille  to  Bassorah,  $6  to  $8.50;  Ham- 
burg and  Antwerp  to  Bassorah,  $4.86  to  $6 ;  New  York  to  Bassorah, 
$8.50  to  $10.94;  Trieste  to  Bassorah,  $6  to  $6.50;  Bombay  to  Bas- 
sorah, $2.59  to  $3.89 ;  Bassorah  to  Bombay,  $2.59  to  $3.89 ;  Bassorah 
to  Trieste,  $6  to  $7.29 ;  Bassorah  to  Marseille,  $3.40  to  $4.80;  Bassorah 
to  London,  $4.86  to  $5.41 ;  Bassorah  to  Hamburg,  $4.86  to  $6;  Basso- 
rah to  New  York,  $9.72. 

Inasmuch  as  Bagdad  supplies  Mosul  and  the  districts  Ijring  to  the 
north,  also  northwest  Persia,  it  is  important  that  the  transportation 
charges  by  land  be  given.  They  were  as  follows :  Bagdad  to  Mosul, 
$7.92  to  $10.34  per  216  okes  (615  pounds) ;  Mosul  to  Bagdad,  $2.20 
to  $2.64  per  208  okes  (592  pounds) ;  Bagdad  to  Kermanshah,  $7.92 
to  $9.68  per  180  okes  (513  pounds) ;  Bagdad  to  Hamadan,  $12.32 
to  $14.96  per  180  okes  (513  pounds) ;  Kermanshah  to  Bagdad,  $1.76 
to  $2.64  per  225  okes  (641  pounds) ;  and  Hamadan  to  Bagdad,  $3.52 
to  $4.40  per  225  okes  (641  pounds).  The  reason  that  freight  rate? 
from  Kermanshah  and  Hamadan  to  Bagdad  are  so  much  lower  than 
to  Kermanshah  and  Hamadan  from  Bagdad  is  because  the  .imports 
from  the  two  Persian  cities  are  very  limited,  and  caravans  are  usually 
compelled  to  return  empty. 

Money  was  in  great  demand  during  the  major  part  of  the  year, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  obtainable  in  the  local  money  market  was 
correspondingly  high,  fluctuating  between  14  and  20  per  cent  per 
annum.  The  average  rate  of  interest  has  been  10  to  12  per  cent  per 
annum.  The  causes  affecting  the  Bagdad  money  market  during  the 
year  were  die  heavy  arrivals  of  cotton  goods,  resulting  from  excess- 
ive orders ;  conditions  in  Persia ;  decline  in  prices  of  Bagdad  prod- 
ucts in  Europe  and  America;  the  financial  crises  in  Egypt  and  the 
United  States;  accumulation  of  cargo  owing  to  lack  oi  adequate 
transportation  facilities,  and  the  reluctance  on  the  part  of  English 
banks  to  discount  bills  drawn  by  Bagdad  firms  on  their  branch 
houses  in  London  and  Manchester. 


IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 


The  imports  to  Bagdad  from  Europe  in  1906  amounted  to  $6,264,- 
665,  and  in  1907  to  $8,665,240.  The  chief  articles  of  import  in 
which  American  exporters  may  have  an  interest  are  given  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


Bedsteads number. . 

Candles caaes. . 

Cotton  piece  goods packages. . 

Cotton  yarns  and  twist bales. . 

Furniture cases. . 

Hardware do — 

Iron  nails packages.. 

Jewelry cases.. 

Leathers packages. . 

Sewing  machines number. . 

Machinery packages. . 

Medicines  and  drugs do. . . . 

Copper do ... . 

Paper  and  stationery do 

Petroleum cases. . 

Provisions packages. . 

Soap do  .. 


1906. 


Quantity.       Value. 


2,637 

857,450 

2,649 


684 
295 


1,634 

77 

2,700 


766 


$7,675 

8,998,850 

26,000 


828,288 


21,644 
18,000 
17,600 
15,000 
82,687 
68,000 
18,065 


18,618 
19,109 


1907. 


Quantity.       Value. 


000 

8,569 

85,182 

72 

100 

2,067 

2,590 

25 

850 

234 

820 

2,261 

182 

8,996 

29,920 

864 

717 


$9,000 

10.887 

6,886,858 

12,600 

5.000 
68,746 
18.881 

9,850 
84,020 

4,849 
81,104 
43,953 

8,845 
97,209 
68,164 
20,792 
14.840 
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The  imports  from  India,  Persian  Gulf,  and  China  for  1906 
amounted  to  $1,605,834,  and  for  1907  to  $2,317,579.  Chief  amorig 
these  articles  of  import  were  the  following: 


Articles. 


Drugs  and  medicines packages.. 

Gunnies bales.. 

Indigo cases.. 

Piece  goods paclcages.. 

Tea cases.. 

Yams  and  twist bales.. 


1906. 


Quantity.       Value. 


8,688 
2,038 
288 
3,806 
6.999 
4,278 


1170,000 
99.046 
69,984 
240.872 
117.300 
204,761 


Quantity.       Value. 


6,360 
2,467 
926 
7,666 
19.428 
6,069 


$123,677 
132.386 
166.888 
668.760 
803,982 
379,376 


Imports  from  the  United  States  to  Bagdad  in  the  years  1906  and 
1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beer 

1676 
266 

I860 

860 
175 
600 
868 

Medicines 

S60 

Cocktcdls 

Provisions 

165 

Cotton  fabrics 

Petroleum  ( 10,000  cases) 

$12,150 

Gasoline 

Total 



Lamps 

13,090 

2,448 

The  exports  from  Bagdad  to  Europe  and  the  United  States  for 
1906  amounted  to  $2,946,876,  and  in  1907  to  $2,996,207.  The  chief 
articles  in  this  list  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Almonds 

120.760 
42,867 
36.140 
167. 146 
864,577 

SIO.TSO 
154.548 
98,948 
177,962 
178,850 

Mohair 

1121,250 
589.446 
148.300 

1,382,261 

985,586 

Carpets 

Skins  and  hides 

496,667 

Dates 

Wheat 

699,028 

Qallnuts 

Wool 

1,028,876 

<3iiTn  tracaganth 

Declared  exports  from  Bagdad  to  the  United  States  in  the  years 
1905, 1906,  and  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Almonds 

$196 

79,466 

187,471 

7,896 

8,160 

46,284 

Intestines 

$5,474 

1,681 

461.378 

$10,441 
43.076 
411,684 

$12,201 
11,159 

Carpets 

$49,232 

63.716 

8.664 

3,110 

26.623 

.$111,483 

8,227 

665 

6.439 

59.384 

Skins 

Dates 

Wool 

166,239 

Excrements  (dog)  ... 
Qalls 

Total 

699,878 

645,848 

617,876 

Gum 

The  exports  from  Bagdad  to  India  for  the  year  1906  amounted 
to  $666,728,  and  for  1907  to  $1,208,839.  Chief  among  the  articles 
exported  to  India  were  the  following : 


Articles. 


Horses n  um  bor . . 

opium cases. . 

Wheat bags.. 


1906. 


Quantity.       Value, 


902 
59,340 


$333,000 
115,000 


1907. 


Quantity.       Value. 


2,000 

1,180 

139,183 


$100,000 
430,596 
496,010 
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HARPUT. 

By  CowsuL  Evan  EL  Touwo. 

The  volume  of  trade  in  this  consular  district  during  the  past  year, 
as  regards  exports  and  imports,  was  practically  the  same  as  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  During  the  early  part  of  the  season  a  marked 
advance  in  all  fines  of  commercial  activity  was  freely  predicted,  but 
the  almost  total  failure  of  the  crops  and  other  disturbing  conditions, 
which  existed  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  proved  serious  handi- 
caps to  all  lines  of  mercantile  trade. 

There  are  but  very  few  factories  or  manufacturing  establishments 
in  this  district.  Practically  the  only  producing  class  of  people  are 
the  farmers,  hence  it  follows  that  the  condition  of  the  crops  is  a 
factor  of  prime  importance  and  one  to  be  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration by  the  importers  when  contemplating  the  purchasing  of 
i foods.  Other  conditions  must  also  be  given  due  consideration,  for 
ocal  firms  are  loath  to  carry  a  large  stocK  of  goods  or  to  plax^  orders 
with  foreign  manufacturers  when  considerable  time  must  elapse 
before  the  shipments  can  be  received  at  this  interior  point. 

TRADE    WITH    THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  were  in  excess  of  those  of  1906, 
while  a  slieht  falling  off  in  the  imports  is  noted — from  $100,000  to 
$85,000.  This  decrease  in  the  imports  is  explained  by  the  causes 
set  forth  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  together  with  the  condition 
resulting  from  a  large  emigration  of  Armenians  from  this  district 
to  the  united  States.  These  people,  many  of  them,  through  relatives 
and  friends  in  the  United  States,  had  become  well  acquainted  with 
many  articles  manufactured  therein  and  to  a  considerable  extent 
stimulated  the  demand  here.  The  leading  importers,  without  ex- 
ception, are,  however,  firm  in  the  opinion  that  this  country  will  ulti- 
mately develop  into  a  splendid  market  for  American  manufactures. 
What  is  wanted  now  is  a  little  perseverance  and  an  intelligent  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  American  manufacturers  in  their  dealings 
with  the  local  importing  houses. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  following  carefully  and  explicitly 
the  directions  given  by  the  purchaser  as  regards  the  method  to  be 
employed  in  the  forwarding  of  his  goods  can  not  be  too  strongly  em- 

{)hasized.  In  this  connection  the  lollowing  case  is  to  the  point :  A 
ocal  importer  ordered  a  small  trial  shipment  of  certain  goods  from 
an  American  manufacturer.  Full  ana  accurate  shipping  instruc- 
tions accompanied  the  order;  but  disregarding  these  the  manufac- 
turer turned  the  shipment  over  to  his  forwarding  a^nts  in  New 
York,  with  the  result  that  the  latter  shipped  the  goods  by  express 
from  New  York  to  Constantinople,  and  the  transportation  charges, 
to  be  paid  by  the  consignee,  amounted  to  much  more  than  the  original 
cost  of  the  goods.  The  shipment  was  refused  by  the  importer  and 
is  now  lying  at  Samsoun,  while  seemingly  futile  attempts  are  being 
made  to  adjust  the  matter. 

SUGGESTIONS   TO   AMERICAN    MANUFACTURERS. 

It  is  safe  to  state  as  a  rule  that  shipments  should  never  be  made  by 
express  from  the  United  States  to  this  district,  unless  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  consignee. 
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The  length  of  time  during  which  goods  ordered  from  the  United 
States  are  in  transit,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  they  must  be  trans- 
shipped before  reaching  the  port  of  destination,  necessitates  that 
great  care  and  attention  should  be  given  to  the  crating  and  packing 
of  shipments  destined  for  this  country.  It  is  not  necessary,  however, 
that  the  shipments  should  be  so  packed  as  to  withstand  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  trip  inland  from  the  port,  as  all  local  importing  firms 
have  agents  at  Samsoun  whose  dutv  it  is  to  receive  the  shipments  and 
repack  them,  preparatory  to  their  being  transported  hither  by  wagon 
or  caravan. 

Prices  are  invariably  quoted  by  American  manufacturers  in  one  of 
the  three  following  ways :  F.  o.  b.  factory,  f .  o.  b.  New  York  or  port 
of  sailing,  or  c.  i.  f.  Samsoun.  The  first  two  are  certain  to  receive 
but  scant  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  importers,  while  the  quotation 
of  prices  on  the  basis  of  c.  i.  f.  Samsoun  places  the  prospective  pur- 
chasers, who  are  always  familiar  with  the  charges  for  transporta- 
tion from  Samsoun  to  Harput,  in  a  position  to  at  once  compute  the 
exact  cost  of  the  goods  laid  down  in  this  city. 

In  the  efforts  of  this  office  to  assist  American  manufacturers  in 
developing  and  establishing  a  market  in  this  country  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing tendency  is  noted  on  the  part  of  exporters  to  quote  prices 
c.  i.  f.  Samsoun. 

Whenever  it  is  possible  samples  should  be  sent  either  to  this  office 
or  direct  to  the  buyers  with  whom  it  is  desired  to  establish  business. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  novelties  or  goods  new  to  this 
coimtry.  A  sample  fountain  pen  was  recently  sent  to  this  office,  and 
upon  its  receipt  it  was  immediately  brought  to  the  attention  oi  the 
proper  local  dealers.  Two  of  these  immediately  placed  trial  orders, 
sending  cash  with  orders,  for  a  total  of  six  dozen  pens.  A  small 
thing  m  its  way,  but  a  thing  that  will  very  likelj  eventually  build 
up  a  satisfactory  business  in  this  line  in  this  district.  The  judicious 
use  of  samples  is  an  effective  means  of  making  and  increasing  sales 
in  this  country. 

Requests  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  by  this  office,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports,  for  catalogues 
covering  such  goods  as  were  likely  to  meet  with  a  demand  or  sale 
here.  These  catalogues  are  carefully  filed  and  preserved  as  a  sort  of 
reference  library,  and  have  been  found  most  useful  and  practically 
indispensable  in  answering  the  numerous  inquiries  received  from  local 
houses  in  reference  to  American  goods.  At  the  same  time  the  indis- 
criminate sending  of  catalogues  to  the  importers  in  this  district  is 
not  to  be  recommended.  Most  of  these  are  unable  to  read  English, 
and  even  catalogues  printed  in  French  are  of  but  little  use.  Letters 
from  American  manufacturers  are  usually  taken  to  some  friend, 
familiar  with  English,  for  translation,  but  catalogues  are  hardly  apt 
to  receive  that  attention.     • 

RENEWING   STOCK. 

During  the  past  year  this  consulate  made  a  careful  and  thorough 
investigation  of  the  local  trade  conditions,  particular  attention  being 
paid  to  the  method  employed  by  the  larger  stores  in  renewing  their 
stock,  with  the  following  results : 

To  avoid  paying  excessive  freight  rates  the  local  dealer  wishing 
to  purchase  certain  goods  in  the  United  States  must  order  a  fairly 
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large  consignment,  perhaps  more  than  he  can  satisfactorily  handle. 
Money  is  always  "  dear  "  in  these  interior  vilayets,  and  a  man  who 
can  send  cash  with  an  order  for  a  large  consignment  of  goods,  thus 
tying  up  his  capital  for  some  six  or  more  months,  usually  prefers  to 
loan  his  money  at  the  high  rate  of  interest  universally  prevailing  here. 

But  an  exceedingly  small  portion  of  the  goods  sold  annually  m  this 
district  are  imported  directly  from  the  country  of  origin.  Local 
merchants  almost  without  exception  renew  their  stock  each  year  by 
large  orders  sent  to  the  wholesale  houses  at  Constantinople  and  other 
large  seaport  cities.  These  wholesalers  have  little  hesitation  in 
extendiujg  a  certain  amount  of  credit.  A  case  came  recently  under 
observation  where  a  local  merchant  ordered  a  bill  of  goods  from  a 
house  at  Constantinople,  amounting  to  $4,400.  The  terms  of  sale 
required  no  cash  with  the  order,  but  provided  for  reasonable  pay- 
ments every  thirty  days. 

Any  letting  up  m  the  efforts  of  American  manufacturers  to  increase 
their  exportations  to  this  district  is  not  to  be  advised,  but  rather  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  their  securing  a  foothold  and  establish- 
ing a  market  for  their  goods  in  the  larger  port  cities  are  to  be 
emphasized. 

The  following  list  embraces  those  goods  for  which  there  is  now  a 
substantial  demand  in  this  consular  district:  Beds  (iron  and  brass), 
bicycles  (small  demand),  calicoes,  clocks,  cutlery,  carpenter  tools, 
confectionery,  gramophones,  handkerchiefs,  hardware,  lamps,  optical 
supplies,  organs  (small),  plows,  steel  roofing,  sheetings,  toilet  articles, 
trunks,  varnishes,  watcnes  and  jewelry,  water  pumps  and  accessories, 
rubber  overshoes. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  vilayet  of  Mamouret-Ul-Aziz 
during  the  year  1907  amounted  to  approximately  $1,593,410 ;  of  this 
amount  $1,063,140  was  from  foreign  countries  and  $530,270  from 
other  provinces.  The  exports  from  this  vilayet  amounted  to  $608,220, 
$413,240  being  to  foreign  countries  and  $194,980  to  other  vilayets. 

The  imports  into  the  vilayet  of  Diarbekir  for  the  year  1907  were 
as  follows :  From  foreign  countries,  $1,253,000 ;  from  other  provinces, 
$1,159,500 ;  total  imports,  $2,412,500.  Exports  during  the  same  year: 
To  foreign  countries,  $1,955,000;  to  other  provinces,  $396,625;  total 
exports,  $2,351,625. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  the  vilayets  of 
Mamouret-ul-Aziz  and  Diarbekir,  both  constituting  the  consular  dis- 
trict of  Harput,  in  1907: 


Articles. 


Whence  imported. 


MAMOURKT-UL-AZIZ. 

Books United  states,  France,  England 

Buffalo  hides Ejfypt,  India,  Rusia. 

Cabot "   ■     

Calicoes 

Candk's 

Cigarette  paper 

Clocks,  watches 

Clothing 

Coffee France. 

Cotton  handkerchiefs Austria,  France,  Germany 

Crockery Austria.  France 

I>ycs I  Germany,  Belgium 

Drugs France,  Germany,  England,  United  States 


United  States. 

Italy,  United  States,  England 

Austria 

France,  Germany 

Germany,  United  States,  Switzerland . 
United  States 


Value. 


Enamelled  ware |  Austria,  Germany,  France. 
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11.250 
82,S2D 

7,500 
65.000 

1,820 
15.000 

3,100 
790 

4,400 
90.000 

2.000 
300 

1.800 

8,800 
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Articles. 


MAMOUBET-UL-AZiz— rontlnued. 


Fezee 

Olaasware 

Hardware 

Implements  agricultural 

Indigo 

Iron 

Iron,  sheet 

Jewelry 

Leather 

Mackintoshes 

Matches 

Mercury 

Nails 

Paper 

Perfumes 

Petroleum 

Prints 

Rubbers 

Sacks 

Sacking 

Sewing  machines 

Sheetings 

Sheet  copper 

Shovels 

Spices , 

Stoel 

Sugar 

Steel  roofing  and  metal  ceiling. 

Tea. 

Tin.. 


Tools 

Velvet 

Woolen  goods 

Woolen  underwear . 

Yams 

Other  articles 


Total 

Total  from  other  provinces 

Total  imports  into  Mamouret-ul- 
Aziz 


DIARBEK1B. 


Agricultural  machinery . 

Black  plates 

Buffalo  hides 

Carpets 

Coffee 

Copper  sheets 

Cotton  handkerchiefs  . . . 
Cotton  prints,  thinner... 
Cotton  prin  ts,  thicker  . . . 

Cotton  sheetings 

Cotton  thread 

Cotton  yam 

Drugs 

Dyes 

Enameled  ware 

Fezzea 

Glasses 

Galoshes,  rubt>er 

Hardware 


Indigo 

Iron  oars  and  rods . . . 

Leather 

Matches  and  tinder. 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Sacks , 

Sowing  machines . . . . 

Cigarette  paper 

Spices 

Spirits , 

Sugar 

Tin  (biocky  !'.!!.* .'!!!! 

Tin  sheets 

Velvet 

Woolen  sashes 

Woolen  goods 

Other  articles 


Total 

From  Turkish  provinces. 


Total  Imports  into  Dlarbeklr. . 


Whence  imported. 


Austria,  France,  Germany 

Germany 

France.  Germany,  United  SUUes. 

UnitedStates 

India 

Belgium,  Sweden 

France 

Germany,  Austria 

France,  Germany,  United  States 

France,  Germany 

Austria,  Italy,  Sweden 

France.  Germany,  England,  Belgium.. 

Belgium,  England,  United  States 

Belgium,  Fiance,  Germany,  England. 

France,  Germany 

Russia 

Germany,  Austria,  France,  Italy 

United  States 

Germanjr,  England 

Austria,  England,  Germany 

UnitedStates 

United  States,  Italy,  England 

Austria,  England 

England,  France 

Singapore 

England 

Austria,  France 

UnitedStates 

India 

England 

Germany,  UnitedStates 

France,  Germany 

England,  Germany 

France,  Germany 

England 


England,  United  States,  Germany 

England 

India,  China 

Persia 

France,  Egypt 

England 

do 

....do 

England,  Germany,  Italy 

England 

do 

England.  India 

France,  Germany 

(Jerman  V 

England 

Austria 

France,  Germany 

Russia,  Germany,  United  States 

France,  Germany,  Austria 

India 

England,  Sweden 

France,  Germany,  Austria 

England,  Austria 

France,  Germany,  Austria 

Russia,  Austria,  United  States f 

India 

UnitedStates 

Austria 

India 

Germany,  France,  Greece 

England,  Austria 

England 

do 

...-do 

....do 

Persia 

England,  Germany,  Austria,  Belgium  . 
India,  France,  Germany 


Value. 


988,000 

2,000 

6,000 

450 

2,000 

12,800 

2,320 

1,350 

7,000 

300 

25,000 

15,000 

5,280 

9,700 

2,400 

45,000 

137,500 

860 

1,060 

4,000 

3,560 

150,000 

4,600 

500 

8,800 

900 

26.000 

1,000 

2,300 

180 

1,100 

8,000 

126,000 

3,300 

88,000 

60,000 


1,063,140 
580,270 


1,593,410 


1,100 

5,000 

85.000 

15,000 

35,000 

85,000 

6,000 

40,000 

175,000 

400,000 

15,000 

190,000 

5,000 

20,000 

10,000 

37,500 

9.000 

5,000 

160,000 

13,500 

55,000 

40,000 

17,500 

60,000 

100,000 

62,500 

1,400 

20,000 

25,000 

6,000 

100,000 

5,000 

16,000 

5.000 

15,000 

5,000 

1,200,000 

32,500 


1,956,000 


2,361, 
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The  percentage  of  imports  into  the  Vilayet  of  Mamouret-ul-Aziz 
from  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  1907,  was  as  follows :  United 
Kingdom,  27.6 ;  Germany,  23 ;  France,  12.5 ;  United  States,  8.5 ;  Aus- 
tria, 8.5 ;  Kussia,  8 ;  Italy,  6 ;  Belgium,  2 ;  all  other  countries,  4. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  frcmi  the  provinces  of 
Mamoret-ul- Aziz  and  Diarbekir  in  1907 : 


Articles 


MAMOUBET-UL-AZIZ. 


To  foreign  countries: 

Almonds 

Apricot  stones 

Cocoons 

Furs 

Goatskins 

Mahlep 

Morocco  leather 

Opium 

Opium  seed  and  oil . 

Rugs 

Sausage  casings 

Silk-worm  eggs 


Total 

To  Turkish  provinces . 


Total  exports  . 


DIARBEKIR. 


To  foreign  countries: 

Almonds 

Bees  wax 

Cocoons , 

Copper , 

Eg^ 

Furs 

Goat  and  lamb  skins. , 

Gums 

Horses , 

Intestines 

Leather , 

Mohair 

Paste 

Prunes , 

Raw  cotton 

Sheep 

Vallonea 

Wool , 


Total 

To  Turkish  provinces. 


Whither  exported. 


France,  E^ypt,  United  States. , 

France  

do 

Russia,  United  Slates 

France,  ^jrpt.  United  States. 

France,  Egypt 

Ef.vpt 

France 

do.: 

United  States 

..:.do 

Persia,  Russia 


Egypt 

Russia 

Austria , 

England 

France 

Germany , 

United  States,  Germany. 

France,  Germany 

India.  Egypt 

Austria,  Germany,  United  States. . 

England  

do 

i^r.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::; 

Russia 


England,  France,  Germany 

England,  France,  United  States. 


Valae. 


$66,000 

4,500 

S8,000 

17,000 

169,840 

880 

55,000 

4,000 

660 

4,000 

22,880 

40,480 


413.240 
194.980 


606,220 


16,600 

2,000 

6,000 

215.000 

12.600 

17.600 

160,000 

15,000 

25,000 

80,000 

25,000 

75,000 

2,500 

1,000 

20.000 

260,000 

40,000 

860,000 


1,263,000 
1,159.600 

Total  exports 2.412,600 


EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  declared  exports  from  Harpnt, 
Turkey,  to  the  United  States  during  the  years  1905, 1906,  and  1907 : 


— — — — , 

ArUdes. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Apricots,  dried 

$35 

Apricot  stones 

81 

Furs,  pole-cat 

127 

Raisins 

48 

Rugs,  woolen 

$486 
292 

n4i 

105 

411 

All  other  articles 

Total 

777 

246 

66S 
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PAIiESTENE. 

By  GoNsxTL  Thomas  R.  Wallace,  Jerusalem. 

The  commerce  and  industry  of  Palestine  for  the  year  1907  were 
seriously  affected  by  the  failure  of  agricultural  crops,  caused  by  the 
severe  drought  that  was  general  throughout  this  section  of  country. 
The  rainfall  was  much  less  than  normal,  the  spring  rains  especially 
being  light  and  ceasing  earlier  than  usual.  The  land  not  having 
received  sufficient  moisture  to  carry  the  growing  crops  through  the 
dry  season  to  maturity,  a  total  failure  of  agricultural  crops  resulted 
in  most  localities,  and  only  a  very  light  yield  was  produced  in  the 
most  favored  sections.  The  suffering  caused  thereby  has  not  been  so 
CTeat  as  in  like  periods  of  the  past,  although  it  has  been  the  worst 
failure  happening  in  this  land  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  Fortunately 
it  was  confined  to  the  cereals,  other  crops  having  been  slightly 
affected,  if  any  at  all.  The  fruit  crops  were  abun(&nt  and  of  fine 
quality,  and  to  this  source  of  supply  may  be  attributed  the  better 
economical  and  industrial  conditions  that  have  prevailed,  as  the 
products  of  the  olive  orchard  and  the  vine  are  the  principal  sources 
of  income  and  food  products  to  the  cultivators  of  the  land. 

FRUIT  GROWING  AND  FRUIT  TRADE. 

The  orange  growers  were  blessed  with  bountiful  crops,  which  were 
marketed  at  profitable  prices,  for  all  the  product  of  1906.  This  gave 
a  greater  impetus  to  the  business,  and  the  area  for  growing  this  crop 
was  greatly  extended  during  the  year  1907.  The  returns  for  the 
1907  crop  were  a  complete  reversal  of  former  business  in  this  indus- 
try, heavy  rains  and  severe  wind  storms  having  injured  the  fruit,  so 
that  on  the  whole  the  growers  met  with  heavy  losses. 

The  orange  industry  is  handicapped  by  frequent  rough  water  at 
Jaffa,  which  prevents  the  entrance  of  vessels,  thereby  causing  a  delay 
of  sometimes  more  than  two  weeks  in  the  shipment  of  the  fruit,  and 
as  the  principal  market  is  Liverpool,  the  shipments  thus  delayed 
become  unfit  to  make  the  long  voyage,  and  serious  losses  result. 
Unfavorable  weather  also  affects  the  fruit  during  transit^  from  which 
heavy  losses  occur.  The  character  of  the  crop  in  Spam  and  other 
countries  nearer  the  English  market  is  the  most  potent  factor  in 
governing  the  prices  for  the  product  here. 

Notwitnstanaing  the  difficulties  with  which  the  orange  growers  are 
confronted,  the  business  has  greatly  increased  in  the  last  ten  years, 
and  is  by  far  the  most  important  industry  of  the  district,  in  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  foreign  trade.  The  value  of  oranges  exported 
from  Jaffa  in  the  year  1897  was  $368,880,  and  in  1907  $895,925,  a 
great  development  considering  the  obstacles  encountered. 

THE  VINE  AND  THE  OLIVE. 

The  cultivation  of  fruit  is  one  of  the  important  industries  of  the 
district,  and  its  production  is  capable  of  oeing  greatly  increased. 
The  olive,  the  fig,  and  the  vine  supply  the  natives  with  some  of  their 
chief  articles  of  food,  and  are  also  sources  of  income;  olive  oil  is  also 
used  for  other  domestic  purposes. 

The  fruit  products  that  enter  into  the  foreign  trade,  in  addition  to 
the  orange,  are  the  grape,  converted  into  wine,  and  olive  oil. 
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The  general  depression  from  which  the  wine  trade  has  suffered  has 
seriously  affected  the  industry.     So  unprofitable  has  the  business 

§  roved  during  the  last  few  years  that  many  lar^e  vineyards  have  beai 
estroved  and  the  land  devoted  to  other  uses.  Wine  is,  however,  still 
manufactured  in  considerable  quantities  by  several  of  the  colonies, 
both  for  export  and  domestic  trade,  but  the  extension  of  the  vine- 
yards that  had  been  progressing  for  the  past  twelve  years  has,  for  the 
present,  ceased. 

The  olive  is  the  most  important  of  all  the  fruits  grown.  It  is  culti- 
vated generally  throughout  the  mountain  districts,  and  the  greater 
f)art  of  the  crop  is  used  as  a  food  in  different  forms,  a  part  of  it  for 
ighting  and  other  domestic  purposes,  and  in  addition  there  is  ob- 
tamed  from  it,  on  an  average  yearly,  about  8,000  tons  of  oil,  which  is 
used  in  making  soap  by  local  manufacturers,  the  surplus  of  this  soap, 
after  supplying  the  local  demand,  being  exported  to  Egypt  and 
Anatolia  chiefly.  Besides  this  small  quantities  only  of  olive  products 
are  exported. 

The  olive  is  the  most  useful  as  well  as  on^  of  the  most  interesting 
trees  of  Palestine.  Some  of  the  groves  are  said  to  be  more  than  a 
thousand  years  old  and  still  produce  bountiful  crops. 

Attention  is  seldom  called  to  a  remarkable  and  curious  charac- 
teristic of  the  olive  tree.  After  many  years  of  growth  the  different 
large  branches  of  the  tree  separate  gradually  from  the  trunk  until 
they  are  auite  divided  from  one  another  down  into  the  root.  These 
then  slowly  move  apart,  and,  in  some  instances,  six  or  seven  distinct 
trees  stand  in  the  area  which  before  surrounded  the  main  tree,  and 
they  will  sometimes  be  as  much  as  20  feet  apart. 

MECHANICAL   INDUSTRIES   OF   PALESTINE. 

The  mechanical  industries  of  this  district,  the  output  of  which  en- 
ters into  trade,  are  few  in  number.  One  oi  the  leaaing  ones  is  that 
of  working  up  the  olive  and  other  woods  of  Palestine  into  souvenirs 
and  articles  of  ornamental  furniture.  The  principal  seat  of  this  is  in 
the  city  of  Jerusalem.  The  artisans  are  skillful,  but  are  greatly  ham- 
pered in  their  work  by  lack  of  motive  power  and  mechanical  appli- 
ances in  the  performance  of  their  labor.  Nearly  all  the  work  is  done 
by  hand,  the  lumber  used  by  them  to  construct  the  various  objects 
of  ornament  and  utility  turned  out  from  their  shops  being  sawed  by 
hand  from  the  log,  and  but  few,  if  any,  machines  are  used  to  assist  in 
their  labor.  This  industry  is  supported  entirely  by  the  tourist  trade, 
although  efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  the  articles  made  in 
these  shops  into  foreign  markets.  Success  has  not  attended  this  en- 
deavor, however,  and  the  output  is  now  confined  to  the  local  demand. 
A  large  number  of  artisans  are  engaged  in  this  branchy  and  they 
turn  out  some  beautiful  work.  The  shops  are  small  and  without  con- 
veniences, and  of  the  whole  number  thus  engaged  but  two  have  small 
petroleum  motors  installed  to  furnish  power  to  operate  light  band 
saws.  Attempts  are  made  to  saw  logs  with  these  light  machines, 
work  for  which  they  are  wholly  unfit.    Three  have  each  a  small  hfmd- 

Eower  routing  machine,  and  two  have  each  a  small  hand-power  shaper 
ead.  These  constitute  the  mechanical  appliances  used  in  this  indus- 
try, which,  for  this  land,  is  an  important  one,  and  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. 
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There  is  one  other  line  of  work  which  has  steadily  increased. 
Originating  in  Jerusalem,  it  has  assumed  the  importance  of  a  trade. 
The  wild  flowers  of  the  Holy  Land  are  gathered  and  pressed,  after 
which  they  are  mounted  upon  cards  and  sold  separately,  or  bound  in 
book  form,  with  pretty  olive-wood  backs.  Tliese  make  beautiful 
souvenirs  and  are  sold  on  the  market  very  cheaply.  It  gives  employ- 
ment to  300  native  Christian  girls,  and  although  the  wages  are  smaU 
for  the  labor  given,  it  is  of  great  help  to  them. 

At  the  large  establishment  of  the  Israelitish  Alliance,  embracing 
both  literary  and'  technical  schools,  there  is  considerable  weaving  of 
cotton,  linen,  and  silk  goods,  with  a  dyeing  establishment  also.  In- 
visible hair  nets  are  also  made  by  hand  by  young  ffirls.  An  inter- 
esting branch  is  that  of  artistic  wood  carvmg,  modeling,  etc.  There 
is  also  a  copper-working  shop  and  an  iron  and  brass  founding  depart- 
ment, besides  the  more  ordinary  kinds  of  artisan  work.  There  is  also 
a  new  art  institution,  whose  aim  is  to  revive  and  create  distinctively 
Jewish  art,  and  in  connection  with  which  beautiful  rugs  of  artistic 
patterns,  designed  by  the  students,  are  made  by  hand  in  considerable 
numbers.  They  are  of  different  sizes  and  are  sold  at  reasonable 
prices.  All  these  Jewish  industries  give  employment  to  himdreds  of 
men^  women,  and  children  who  would  otherwise  be  in  great 
destitution. 

MOTHER-Or-PEARL  INDUSTRY  THE   MOST  IMPORTANT. 

The  most  important  mechanical  industry  of  the  region  carried  on 
in  the  city  of  Bethlehem  is  the  manufacture  of  ornaments  from 
mother-of-pearl.  These  articles  are  made  by  hand,  and  the  artisans 
are  among  the  most  skillful  in  the  world  in  this  class  of  work.  Many 
beautiful  and  artistic  pieces  are  produced  and  offered  for  sale  upon 
the  market  at  prices  not  commensurate  with  the  skill  and  labor  in- 
volved. The  high-class  work  is  not  receiving  adequate  encourage- 
ment, and  its  production  is  constantly  decreasing.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  simpler  and  cheaper  souvenirs  are  meeting  with  increased 
demand  from  all  the  markets  of  the  world  where  they  have  been 
introduced,  better  prices,  comparatively,  are  being  realized,  and  at 
times  the  trade  can  not  be  fully  supplied.  One  of  the  peculiar  matters 
of  interest  connected  with  this  business  is  a  constantly  decreasing 
number  of  those  engaged  in  the  trade.  As  soon  as  the  young  men 
accumulate  sufficient  funds  they  emigrate  to  South  America,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  ayocation,  but  to  engage  in  other 
business  in  which,  it  seems,  they  achieve  success. 

A  number  of  industries  are  conducted  in  a  small  way  in  Hebron, 
the  oldest  city  of  Palestine.    The  tanning  business  is  of  some  im- 

[)ortance,  and  a  reputation  for  good  work  has  been  established  in  this 
ine  that  gives  to  its  output  ready  sale  in  the  market  where  it  has 
been  introduced.  Its  specialty  is  tanning  goatskins  and  manufactur- 
ing them  into  the  water  bottles  or  bags  used  by  the  water  carriers  in 
the  arid  countries  of  the  Orient.  The  Egyptian  and  Palestine  de- 
mand for  this  article  is  supplied  from  Hebron,  which  about  exhausts 
the  output.  The  supply  of  leather  for  foot  wear  used  by  the  natives 
comes  principally  from  Hebron.  It  is  also  the  principal  market  for 
hides  for  the  district,  most  of  which  are  exported. 

Glass  ornaments,  consisting  of  bracelets,  beads,  and  fancy  bottles, 
are  manufactured  for  the  domestic  trade.    The  natives  buy  them  for 
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adornment,  and  large  quantities  are  purchased  by  pilgrims  and  others 
as  mementos  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as  for  wear. 

A  small  amount  of  hand-made  pottery  is  produced  and  sold  in  the 
local  markets.    Charcoal  is  also  manufactured  in  small  quantities. 

In  Jerusalem  a  few  fine  buildings  are  in  progress  of  erection. 

JAFFA    AND    SURROUNDINGS. 

Jaffa,  the  principal  seaport  of  Palestine,  is  surrounded  by  the  rich 
and  fertile  plain  of  Sharon,  the  most  highly  cultivat^ed  tract  in  Pales- 
tine. Its  most  important  industry  is  the  cultivation  of  fruit.  Large 
orange  proves  surround  the  city,  supplying  the  -fruit  for  the  export 
trade  referred  to.  Watermelons  in  large  quantities  are  raised  in  tiie 
vicinity.  The  local  markets  of  the  district  are  supplied  from  this 
source,  and  the  exports  of  the  same  amount  in  some  years  to  $100,000. 
The  cultivation  of  the  grape,  both  for  food  and  wine,  is  one  of  the 
important  industries  of  the  district.  The  manufacture  of  wine  and 
cognac  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  by  the  several  colonies 
near  Jaffa.  Other  fruits,  as  well  as  vegetables,  are  cultivated  and 
produced  in  sufficient  quantities  to  suppfy  the  local  markets,  and  in 
addition  enter  into  the  interior  trade,  and  in  smaller  quantities  into 
the  export  trade. 

Tanning  has  been  carried  on  for  centuries  and  is  still  one  of  the 
industries  of  the  place. 

Agriculture  is  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  wealth  to  the  district,  and 
is  devoted  chiefly  to  the  cereals.  Ordinarily  a  good  yield  of  crops  is 
returned. 

The  shipping  interests  furnish  a  good  business  and  give  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  its  people,  although  the  harbor  is  but 
little  better  than  an  open  roadstead,  formed  by  an  almost  submerged 
reef  running  parallel  with  and  but  a  few  roas  from  the  shore,  and 
is  entered  by  two  narrow  passages  through  the  reef.  It  is  exposed  to 
the  prevailing  winds  blowing  directly  toward  it  from  the  west  across 
the  full  sweep  of  the  sea,  and  is  inaccessible,  even  in  moderately 
stormy  weather,  to  the  small  boats  and  lighters  used  to  convqr 
passengers  and  cargo  from  the  vessels,  all  of  which  are  compelled  to 
anchor  beyond  in  the  open  sea. 

With  better  harbor  lacilities  Jaffa  might  soon  become  a  center  of 
commercial  and  industrial  importance,  and  thus  supply  one  of  the 
principal  needs  to  encourage  the  development  of  the  latent  resources 
of  Palestine. 

IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  Pales- 
tine at  the  port  of  Jaffa  during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles  Imported. 


Whence  imported. 


f5,000 
Caustic  soda do i  41,200 


American  goods United  States. 

Bedstetids England,  Austria,  and  Germany. 


Value. 


Coal England,  Belgium,  and  France 

Coffee A  rabia,  Austria,  and  France 

Cotton  goods j  England,  Germany,  Austria,  Turkey 

Cloth I  Austria.  Germany,  England , 

Flour Russia,  Austria,  Turkey, 


26,425 
9S.575 
l.SS8,SS0 
64,300 
16S.Q00 
2S9,ee 
157,100 


Hai-dware England,  Belgium,  France,  Germany 

Iron,  bars,  girders England,  Belgium,  Germany,  Austria ,         , 

Machinery l  England,  Germany,  Austria '  41,960 
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Articles  imported. 


Millinery 

Paint 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Salt 

QUgtLT 

Tiles  and  brie  ks 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Wines  and  liquors 

Zinc,  copper,  and'tin  plates  . 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


Whence  imported. 


England,  Germany,  Austria. 

do , 

Russsia 

England,  Italy 

Tripoli 

Austria,  Russia,  France 

France,  Italy 

Austria,  Roumania,  Turlcey . 

Persia,  Turkey 

France,  Germany,  Austria  .. 
England,  Belgium 


Value. 


161,926 
25,926 

153,560 

195,500 
27,776 

204,800 
66,475 

150,000 

266.625 
42,850 
29,700 

291,500 


8,699,560 


Articles  exported. 

Whither  exported.                             Value. 

Articles  of  devotion 

All  countries 

S115.200 
43,880 

Beans 

Tiirkev,  England 

Ooloonintida 

Eiif,'!tint1   Austria 

24,960 

dSS?!7^!^:::::::;;:::;:::::::::::::::: 

England,  Turkey 

49,620 

Hides 

Turkey,  Austria  

51,800 

Lupines 

Turkev,  Euror>e 

79,870 

Oranges 

Ent^land  Ru*«.sia  Au'Htria 

895,925 

Raisins 

Ehi^land  Turkev  Germany 

19,000 

f^Hiarae . , 

England   France,  Austria 

286,625 

Soap ; 

Eik'vnt  Turkev             

444,850 

Watermelons 

Turkev   Egypt 

80.750 

Wines 

Europe  United  States,  Africa 

169,250 

Wool 

EiiKlHud,  United  Slates,  Germany 

47,400 

Other  articles 

168,180 

Total 

2,420,700 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  declared  at  Jerusalem 
and  Jaffa  for  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  years  1905, 1906, 
and  1907: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

JBBU8ALKM. 

Alcohol 

11,877 

JAFFA. 

Alcohol 

11,377 
884 
100 

Carpets,  covers,  and  rugs. 

1996 

Citrons 

1824 
216 

Citrons 

834 
888 

1,227 
28.133 

9324 
738 

23*650' 
349 
482 
741 

64 

Fancy  articles 

1,060 
4,617 
10,618 

245 

Entrails,  salted 

Wine  and  brandy 

S15,049 

16,230 

88,806 

Mother-of-pearl  articles .. 
Needlework 

15,049 

18,041 

39,656 

Oil  paintings 

Olive-wood  articles 

100 

' 

Raunaire  cjurinffs.  salted . . . 

Soap,  olive-oil 

64 
244 

42,470 

Tobacco  leaves 

Wine  and  spirits 

15,821 

16,482 

Total 

82,612 

48,491 

69,062 

8IVA8. 

By  Gonsul-in-Chabge  C.  E.  Clabk. 

No  official  statistics  are  obtainable  here,  and  this  report  is  based  on 
such  information  as  can  be  secured  from  merchants. 

The  crops  of  this  province  suffered  severely  from  the  drjmess  of 
the  summer,  and  grain  production,  especially  that  of  wheat,  was  far 
below  tiie  normal.    The  price  of  flour  has  consequently  increased  to 
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double  that  of  last  year,  so  that  both  the  import  and  export  trade  of 
the  province  has  been  diminished  considerably. 

Sivas  offers  a  promising  market  for  many  American  manufactures. 
O^e  of  the  essentials  of  pushing  trade  in  this  country  is  the  quoting 
of  prices  c.  i.  f.  Samsoun,  the  nearest  seaport  Other  countri^ 
especially  Germany,  comply  with  this  demana  of  the  market  of  this 
country.  American  manufacturers  and  merchants  can  successfully 
compete  in  this  market  with  the  following  European  goods:  Cotton 
goods,  such  as  shirtings,  sheetings,  etc. ;  lamps,  in  different  sizes  and 
styles,  50  cents  to  $3  each ;  saws  and  files ;  boots  and  shoes,  medium 
quality;  rubber  shoes,  with  stiff  counter  and  wide  toej  stoves  for 
kitchen  and  parlor,  for  wood  only ;  wire  nails ;  barbed  wire. 

The  principal  drawback  to  an  extensive  trade  between  Samsoun 
and  American  ports  is  the  absence  of  regular  steamship  communica- 
tion and  the  very  heavy  freight  rates  charged. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES  AND  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Sivas  by  articles  and  whence  imported  and  whither  exported 
in  1907: 


Articles  imported. 


Whence  imported. 


Valae. 


Candles 

Coffee , 

Copper 

Cotton  goods 

Cotton,  raw 

Cotton  yarn 

Crockery  and  glass 

Cutlery 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Fezes 

Haberdashery 

Iron  and  ironware 

Jewelry  and  gold  thread 

Leather  a^d  shoes 

Matches 

Olives  and  olive  oil 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Sacks  and  sacking 

Sewing  machines 

Sheet  Iron 

Silk  and  velvet 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits,  wine,  etc 

Steel 

Sugar  

Tea 

Tobacco 

Woolen  goods 

Woolen  yam 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


France,  Belginm 

Brazil,  Austria,  France,  Italy 

England,  France,  Turkey 

England, Italy, Germany,  Austria,  United  States 

Turkey 

England,  Italy,  Turkey 

Austria,  Belgium,  Germanv,  Turkey 

Austria,  Belgium,  England,  Qermany 

France,  Germany,  England 

Austria,  Turkey 

England,  Austria.  Qermany,  Italy 

Belgium,  England,  Germany 

Austria,  England,  France,  Qermany,  Turkey.. 

Italy,  France,  Germany,  Turkey 

United  States,  Italy,  Austria 

France,  Turkey 

Austria,  Belgium,  England,  Germany,  Italy... 

Russia,  Roumanla 

Italy,  Turkey,  £fe[ypt 

Italy.  Germany,  England,  Belgium 

United  States,  England 

Belgium,  Germany,  Austria 

Germany,  Austria.  Belgium,  England,  Turkey. 

Turkey,  France,  England , 

England,  France,  Germany 

Germany,  Greece,  Italy,  Russia,  Turkey 

Austria,  Belgium,  England , 

Austria,  Russia 

England,  France,  Russia 

Turkey 

England,  Germany,  Austria,  Belgium , 

England.  Belgium,  Qermany 

United  States,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy,  Bel 
gium,  Turkey. 


•6.000 

20,000 

16,000 

240.000 

9,000 
140,000 
23.000 

6,500 
14,500 

9,500 
33,000 
100,000 
16,000 
36.000 
18,000 
17.000 
13,600 
83,500 
80,000 

7,000 
11,000 
10.000 

9,000 
24,500 

4,500 
11,500 

8,500 
122,000 
10.000 
85,000 
69,000 
24,000 
126,000 


1,287,600 


Articles  exported. 


Whither  exported. 


Value. 


Barley 

Beans  and  pease . 
Cattle  and  sheep. 

Chairs 

Copper  utensils . . 
Cotton  goods 


Flour . 
Fruit.. 


other  provinces 

Samsoun,  for  export. 

Other  provinces 

do 

do 

do 

Samsoun,  lor  export., 

other  proTlnces , 

do. 


•800 

8,860 

*  80,000 

6,500 

4,500 

60,000 

346,000 

12,000 

9,600 
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Articles  exported. 


Whither  exported. 


Value. 


Furs 

Gam  tra^acanth 

Out,  dried 

Hemp 

Hides  and  skiDs 

Horses 

Lentils 

Okra  (bamla) 

Opium,  crude  and  seed  . 

Rugs  and  carpets 

Salep 

Sausage  casings 

Silk  and  cocoons 

Tobacco 

Wax  and  tallow 

Walnuts 

Wheat 

Wool  and  mohair 

Woolen  goods 

Miscellaneous 


Samsoun,  for  export 

do 

do 

do 

United  States,  France,  Turkey 

Other  provinces 

Spain,  France 

Samsoun,  for  export 

do 

United  States,  England,  France 

Samsoun,  for  export 

do \.. 

France 

Samsoun,  Egypt,  United  States,  Germany. 

Samsoun,  for  export 

United  States,  France 

Other  provinoes 

United  States,  England,  France 

Other  provinces 

do. 


Sl0,200 

9,000 
10,000 
12,000 
90,000 

9,100 

22,000 

16,000 

124.000 

110,000 

1,250 
11,000 
35,000 
43,000 
20,000 
23,000 

2,000 

91,000 

'    25,000 

5,000 


Total. 


1,060,200 


TBKBIZOND  ANB  SAMSOUN. 

By  Consul  Milo  A.  Jewett,  Trebizond. 

The  consular  district  of  Trebizond  embraces  one-half  of  the 
Turkish  Black  Sea  coast  and  about  one-fourth  of  Asia  Minor.  There 
are  2,000,000  of  agricultural  people  in  the  district,  and  3,000,000  are 
served  by  the  Black  Sea  ports  of  this  district,  the  most  important  of 
which  are  Trebizond,  Samsoun,  and  Kerassund.  There  is  no  railroad 
in  the  district,  and  in  general  the  population  is  economically  the 
poorest  and  most  conservative  of  Asia  Minor.  The  wants  of  a  large 
majority  of  these  people  are  relatively  few  and  simple ;  they  live  on 
the  proauct  of  their  own  lands,  employ  rude  instruments,  and  wear 
clothing  of  their  own  manufacture,  yet  the  demand  for  foreign  goods 
is  increasing,  especially  on  the  coast. 

Foreign  commerce  is  carried  on  chiefly  through  the  ports  of 
Trebizond  and  Samsoun.  The  larger  number  of  articles  imported 
into  this  district  are  bought  at  Constantinople,  though  a  few  of  the 
most  important  staples — ^sugar,  tea,  coffee,  iron,  and  cotton  goods — 
are  imported  direct  from  foreign  countries.  There  are  no  official 
statistics  of  imports  and  exports  for  western  calendar  years.  Prettv 
accurate  estimates  may  be  made  for  the  Turkish  financial  year,  which 
ends  March  18. 

The  imports  into  this  consular  district  are  valued  at  $15,204,000 
per  annum  and  the  exports  at  $13,213,000,  making  a  total  of 
$28,417,000. 

The  year  endiujg  December  31, 1907,  was  about  an  average  year  for 
trade,  oeing  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  when  ousiness 
suffered  on  account  of  the  poor  nut  crop.  The  total  value  of  exports 
for  this  year  is  well  up  to  the  average,  a  diminution  in  the  sale  of 
goat  and  sheep  skins  being  made  up  oy  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
nuts  exported. 

FINANCES  AND  LIVINQ  CONDITXONS. 

The  financial  situation  at  Trebizond  was  exceptionally  stable  during 
the  year  1907.  While  there  have  been  reported  numerous  failures  of 
old  well-established  houses  in  Constantinople,  there  has  not  been  a 
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single  failure  of  importance  at  Trebizond.  Certain  districts  in  the 
interior,  notably  Erzerum  and  Van,  have  suffered  from  economic 
and  other  disturbances  which  have  affected  commerce,  and  the  Bitlis 
region  has  suffered  from  severe  earthquakes. 

Progress  in  this  district  as  well  as  in  practically  all  parts  of  the 
Empire  is  greatest  in  the  coast  towns.  In  Trebizond  there  is  a  steady 
and  fairly  rapid  advance  in  the  style  of  living  and  in  the  variety  and 
quantity  of  foreign  goods  consumed.  AGo  the  cost  of  living, 
especially  during  1907,  and  the  price  of  commodities  have  increased 
in  keeping  with  the  ffeneral  rise  in  the  prices  of  commodities  the 
world  over,  and  in  addition  the  cost  of  living  here  has  advanced  in 
consequence  of  the  progress  of  the  country  and  the  change  in  money 
values.  Salaries  and  wages  have  increased,  but  not  in  as  large  a 
proportion  as  the  cost  of  living. 

IMPORTS  BY   ARTICLES   IN    1907. 

The  imports  of  candles  at  Trebizond  amounted  to  $18,600.  For- 
merly candles  came  mostly  from  France,  but  now  Belgium  and  Aus- 
tria supply  the  major  portion.  They  cost  $20  to  $25  per  220  pounds 
f.  o.  b.  Trebizond,  payment  on  receipt  of  bill  of  lading,  at  8  per  cent 
discount. 

Chemicals  and  dru^  are  supplied  by  Germany,  France,  Austria, 
and  England.  American  drugs  are  too  expensive  for  this  market, 
•  although  American  proprietary  medicines  and  foods  are  sold  here 
in  limited  quantities. 

The  average  annual  import  of  coffee  at  Trebizond  amounts  to 
10,000  sacks,  Kio  and  Santos.  It  is  transshipped  chiefly  at  Genoa, 
Marseille,  and  Trieste.  It  costs  about  10  cents-  a  poimd  and  retails 
for  15  cents. 

Cotton  ^oods  constitute  the  most  important  importation  into  this 
countiT.  In  former  times,  when  Turkey  had  very  limited  OHniner- 
cial  relations  with  the  outside  world,  most  of  the  mhabitants  of  this 
coimtry,  except  the  rich  in  the  coast  cities,  clothed  themselves  with 
the  products  of  their  domestic  looms,  and  even  to-day  more  than  half 
of  the  clothing  worn  is  homespim  and  home-woven  cotton  and  woolen 
cloth.  The  average  yearly  imports  of  cotton  cloth  for  the  last  ton 
years  at  Trebizond  amounted  to  $2,124,000.  About  40  per  cent  of 
this  amount  was  destined  for  the  Persian  transit  trade.  The  United 
States  furnished  during  1907  a  small  quantity  of  imbleached  sheet- 
ing and  prints.  It  appears  that  in  early  years  American  cottons 
were  preeminent.  Cabot  or  American  cloth  is  the  term  commonly 
applied  to  all  unbleached  sheetings.  Cheaper  imitations  and  short- 
measure  pieces  have  driven  our  staple  cottons  from  this  market. 
The  people  of  this  coimtry  are  accustomed  to  expect  to  pay  a  certain 
price  per  yard  for  cotton  goods,  and  as  the  price  of  cotton  and  of 
cotton  goods  has  recently  risen  the  retailers  had  to  sell  a  cheap  imi- 
tation of  the  goods  they  formeriy  sold.  Cheapness  and  quantity  are 
particularly  demanded  here.  The  wholesale  and  commissi<m  met- 
chants  can  get  more  profit  per  piece  on  cheap  goods  than  on  the  bet- 
ter grades.  Piece  goods  that  cost  $1.50  and  an  imitation  that  oosts 
$1.20  are  sold  at  about  the  same  price. 
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PRINTS,  TWILLS,   CX)PPER,   CROCKERY,  AND  FLOUR. 

Prints  constitute  about  one-third  of  the  total  import  of  cotton  fab- 
rics. England  supplies  about  85  per  cent  of  these,  especially  the 
cheaper  ^ades.  Tnis  trade  is  largely  in  the  hands  oi  Armenians 
resi(ung  m  Manchester,  who  have  the  goods  manufactured  in  lengths, 
widths,  and  desims  that  suit  the  Turkish  trade.  Better  grades  come 
from  France  and  Germany. 

There  was  a  good  demand  for  bleached  and  imbleached  drills,  and 
the  United  States  secured  a  fair  portion  of  the  trade.  Blue  arills 
are  not  used  much. 

Twills  are  supplied  by  England,  Austria,  and  Italy.  The  English 
twills  are  1  yard  wide  and  cost  c.  i.  f.  Trebizond  4  to  12  cents  per 
yard.  Italian  twills  are  from  314  to  89.37  (1  meter)  inches  in  wiath 
and  cost  from  4  to  7i  cents  a  yard. 

Linings  come  mostly  from  England. 

Copper  was  formerly  used  for  making  most  of  the  cookinjg  utensils, 
but  enameled  ware  is  rapidly  replacing  it.  The  total  import  or 
coffee  amoimts  to  70  tons,  nearly  all  from  England. 

The  annual  import  of  crockery  and  glassware  is  valued  at  $120,000. 
Eighty  per  cent  of  the  crockery  comes  from  France,  while  Belgium 
funiishes  most  of  the  window  glass  and  Austria  the  tableware.  Of 
the  total  imports,  60  per  cent  was  destined  for  Persia. 

Flour  is  the  fourth  item  in  value  of  articles  imported  at  Trebizond. 
This  consular  district  in  normal  years  easily  produces  more  wheat 
than  is  required  for  local  needs,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  cheap 
transportation  Trebizond  and  the  other  coast  towns  find  it  cheaper 
to  import  flour  from  Marseille,  Novorossisk,  and  Odessa  than  to 
bring  it  100  miles  from  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor.  In  September, 
owing  to  the  poor  crops  in  Turkey  and  in  neighborinff  counties,  the 
exportation  or  ^ain  irom  the  Empire  was  prohibited.  The  impor- 
tations of  flour  for  the  year  1907  at  Trebizond  amounted  to  $420,500. 
an  increase  of  $164,560  over  the  imports  for  1906.  The  grades  oi 
imported  flour  used  here  usually  cost  from  $1.90  to  $2.50  per  sack  of 
165  pounds.  During  the  last  year  the  price  advanced  per  sack  from 
$3.08  to  $3.86. 

This  office  made  an  effort  to  interest  American  flour  merchants  in 
this  market  by  addressing  several  American  trade  organizations  in 
r^ard  to  the  demand  for  flour  here,  but  the  efforts  met  with  only 
slight  success.  Prices  quoted  for  flour  at  Boston  were  about  40  cents 
a  sack  higher  than  for  the  same  grade  at  Marseille.  The  wholesale 
prices  at  Trebizond  for  different  grades  of  flour  on  February  22, 
1908,  weie  as  follows,  per  sack  of  165  pounds:  Marseille,  $3.50  to 
$4.35 ;  Bussian,  $5.25  to  $6 ;  Samsoun,  $3.60  to  $4.90. 

IMITATING  AMERICAN   HABDWABE. 

The  imports  of  hardware  were  valued  at  $85,000,  divided  between 
England,  Austria,  Germany,  and  Belgium.  The  United  States  sup- 
plies, indirectly,  a  small  proportion  of  files,  saws,  and  other  carpen- 
ters' tools,  stoves,  grindstones,  and  instruments.  American  small 
labor-savinjg  instruments,  like  eg^-beaters  and  meat-choppers,  are 
quickly  imitated  and  replaced  bv  cheaper  articles. 

Sheet  iron,  bar  iron  (chiefly  for  building) ,  nails,  and  wire,  valued 
at  $100,000  per  annum,  are  supplied  chiefly  by  Sweden,  Belgium, 
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England,  and  Austria.  The  United  States  furnishes  about  10  per 
cent  of  the  nails  and  most  of  the  barbed  wire,  for  which  there  is  a 
growing  demand. 

The  importations  of  leather  and  shoes  have  averaged  for  the  last 
five  years  about  $75,000  per  annum.  The  importations  of  leather  are 
diminishing,  owing  to  increased  and  improved  production  of  local 
tanneries.  The  United  States  has  supphed  through  Constantinople 
a  very  small  portion  of  the  box  calf  and  kid.  Of  sole  leather,  40  per 
cent  IS  Italian,  20  per  cent  Austrian,  20  per  cent  Belgian,  and  20  per 
cent  French.  Patent  leather  comes  mostly  from  France,  with  a  small 
amount  from  Grermany.  Most  of  the  box  calf  also  comes  from  Ger- 
many. With  the  exception  of  a  few  pairs  of  high-grade  shoes  im- 
ported by  foreign  residents,  practically  no  shoes  are  imported  here, 
except  a  cheap  grade  of  women's  shoes  from  Constantinople.  Most  of 
the  snoes  are  homemade  to  order.  In  fact,  most  of  the  so-called  shoes 
worn  in  this  district  are  not  shoes  at  all,  but  rude  sandals.  Shoe  pegs 
come  from  Austria  and  Belgium,  and  shoe  thread  from  Italy. 

The  import  of  matches  is  valued  at  $35,000.  Formerlv  Austria 
dominated  the  match  market  here,  but,  owing  to  the  popularity  and 
cheapness  of  the  Italian  wax  matches  (cirini),  last  year  Austria  sold 
only  about  one-sixth  of  the  matches  consumed  in  this  region,  while 
Italy  supplied  most  of  the  remainder. 

GOODS  THE  UNITED  STATES  MIGHT  SUPPLY. 

The  import  of  paint  last  year  was  estimated  at  $35,000.  Mixed 
paints  are  supplied  chiefly  by  England,  with  small  quantities  from 
Germany  and  the  United  States.  Linseed  oil  is  imported  from  Eng- 
land, although  linseed  is  exported  from  this  provmce.  Yellow  and 
burnt  ocher,  ultramarine  and  other  dry  colors,  come  largely  from 
Belgium  and  Italy.  The  demand  for  paint  is  increasing,  and  the 
United  States  might  secure  a  portion  of  the  trade. 

The  imports  of  petroleum,  wholly  Russian,  are  valued  at  $50,000. 

Rice  is  a  staple  article  of  diet  in  this  country  and  the  imports  are 
increasing.  Last  year  the  import  was  valued  at  $90,000.  Most  of  it 
comes  from  India,  with  a  small  portion  from  Java,  and  the  provinces. 

Sacks,  bagging,  etc.,  are  imported  to  the  value  of  $80,000.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  sacking  is  imported  here  for  the  exportation  of 
nuts  and  beans,  and  also  for  the  Persian  transit  trade.  Most  all 
.  packages  destined  for  this  caravan  route  are  re-covered  with  sacking 
or  tar  cloth  before  leaving  Trebizond  for  Persia.  These  articles  are 
supplied  by  Enjgland  and  india. 

Silk  is  supplied  chiefly  by  the  native  looms  at  Brusa,  Tokat,  Har- 
put,  and  Amassia.  France  supplies  the  best  grades  of  dress  silks, 
England  the  plusli,  Germany  stamped  velvet,  and  Italy  cotton  vel- 
vet, satin,  and  damask. 

With  tne  exception  of  a  very  small  amount  of  soap  from  France 
and  Eng^land,  practically  all  the  soap  imported  here  (valued  at 
$85,000)  is  of  Turkish  manufacture.  It  is  an  olive-oil  soap,  very  slow 
to  dissolve,  and  very  cheap. 

The  third  most  important  import  is  sugar,  valued  last  year  at 
$700,000.  It  is  imported  from  Austria,  France,  Belgium,  Russia,  and 
Germany.    It  is  the  beet  sugar,  in  cones  or  lumps. 

Tea  is  imported  to  the  value  of  $138,000.  Most  of  the  tea  com^ 
direct  through  Alexandria  and  Constantinople  from  Calcutta.    The 
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proximity  of  Russia  and  Persia,  where  the  use  of  tea  is  very  large, 
greatly  increases  the  imports  of  tea  at  Trebizond. 

The  imports  of  alcoholic  drinks,  especially  of  beer,  are  increasing 
in  this  country.  Wine  and  brandy  ($23,000)  come  from  other  prov- 
inces of  Turkey,  and  from  Greece ;  beer  is  supplied  bv  Holland,  Aus- 
tria, Germany,  and  France.  The  Holland  beer  costs  $3  per  case  of  36 
quarts  f .  o.  b.  port  of  shipment ;  Munich  beer  is  sold  at  $1.54  a  dozen 
quarts,  c.  i.  f.  Trebizond,  12  per  cent  discount  and  three  months' 
credit;  Marseille  beer  in  cases  of  50  short  Quarts  costs  $4.82  per  case, 
c.  i.  f.  Trebizond,  three  months'  time  witnout  discount,  but  10  per 
cent  discount  for  cash.  One  order  of  American  beer  was  tried,  but 
the  excessive  freight  made  it  too  expensive  for  this  market. 

Alcohol  ($40,000)  is  supplied  by  Russia,  Austria,  Germany,  and 
Belgium. 

IMPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  estimated  value  and  the  charac- 
ter of  imports  at  the  port  of  Trebizond  during  the  year  1907. 


Articles. 


Barley,  wheat,  and  bran 

Block  tin,  leaa,  and  cine 

Candles 

Canned  Roods , 

Chemicals  and  drugs , 

Coffee , 

Copper  

Com 

Cotton 

Cotton  yam 

Cotton  cloth 

Crockery,  glass,  and  glsBsware. 

Flour 

Fraits , 

Haberdashery 

Hardware 

Hides,  skins,  and  fnrs 

Iron  and  ironware 

Jewelry,  watches,  etc 

Leather  and  shoes 

Macaroni  and  biscuit 


Value. 


967,000 
56,000 
26,000 
45.000 
88,000 
89,760 
70,000 

291,000 
17,600 

352,000 

1,122,000 

85,800 

420,500 
56,000 

150,000 
92,000 
36,000 

213,000 
26,000 

216,000 
29.900 


Articles. 


Matches 

Olives  and  olive  oil 

Paints  and  dies 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Sacks  and  sacking , 

Sewing  machines 

Silks  and  velvets 

Soap 

Spirits,  wine,  beer,  etc.. 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tiles,  brick,  and  cement. 
Timber  and  firewood . . . . 

Tobacco 

Woolen  goods , 

other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$140,800 

112,200 

86,000 

64,400 

74,000 

88,000 

79,000 

15,400 

191,000 

61,600 

48,600 

510,000 

409,000 

61,600 

76,000 

239,000 

2,097,000 

600,000 


9,292.160 


EXPORTS. 


The  principal  exports  from  this  consular  district  consist  of  filberts, 
tobacco,  sheep,  skins  (sheep  and  goat),  eggs,  wool,  beans,  walnut 
wood,  hemp  and  flax,  linseed,  and  sausage  casings. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  the  port  of  Trebi- 
zond in  1907: 


Articles. 


Beans 

Butter 

Filberts 

Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Furs , 

Glue 

Hemp  and  flax 

Hides  and  skins 

Indian  com , 

Linseed 

Poppy  seed 

Porpoise  oil 

Sausage  casings , 

Sheep  and  goats , 

Tobaooo , 


Value. 


$158,000 

26,000 

880,000 

189,000 

44,000 

8,000 

30,000 

22,000 

165,000 

12,000 

83.000 

22,000 

23,000 

8,000 

469.600 

365,000 


Articles. 


Walnut  wood 

Wax 

Wool 

other  articles 

Total  local  exports. . 

Petsian  transit  trade: 

Carpets 

Silks  and  embroideries. 

Raisins , 

other  articles 

Total  transient  trade. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$24,000 
2,200 
5,000 

245,200 


2,750,800 


566,000 
174,000 
104,000 
26,000 


870,000 


8,620,800 
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ELECTRIC  GOODS — MINING  CONCESSIONS. 

A  somewhat  more  liberal  attitude  toward  electrical  goods  has  been 
sanctioned  by  imperial  order.  Formerly  all  electrical  apparatus  was 
excluded.  Now  electric-lighting  plants  may  be  establishea  on  obtain- 
ing a  special  concession  in  each  case.  Small  electrical  goods,  like 
lamps,  electrical  toys,  electric  bells,  and  telephones  for  private  use, 
connned  to  one  house  or  property,  may  be  admitted  mthout  special 
formality.    Dynamos  are  not  admitted. 

During  the  last  year  much  interest  has  been  shown  here  in  mining. 
Numerous  research  permits  have  been  granted  under  the  new  law. 
(See  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports,  October  16, 1907.) 

An  Austrian  Company  has  undertaken  an  important  mining  enter- 
prise at  Fol  Maden,  35  miles  southwest  of  Trebizond.  The  com- 
pany has  a  concession  for  exploiting  an  extensive  region,  which  the 
Greeks  worked  in  very  ancient  times.  The  property  is  said  to  be 
rich  in  silver,  lead,  and  copper. 

The  local  authorities  at  Van  have  been  authorized  to  grant  to  an 
Ottoman  company  a  petroleum-working  concession  on  property  situ- 
ated near  Van  belonging  to  the  civil  list. 

AUTOMOBILES — BANKS  AND  EXCHANGE. 

During  1907,  automobiles  made  their  first  appearance  at  Con- 
stantinople, and  are  about  to  enter  this  consular  district.  A  wealthy 
and  progressive  Turkish  merchant  of  this  city  has  ord«red  two 
French  cars  to  use  for  passenger  and  light  freight  traffic  between 
Trebizond  and  Erzerum.  In  this  region,  however,  the  roads  are 
not  very  suitable  for  automobiles  and  the  customary  methods  of 
transportation  are  by  means  of  camels  and  ox  carts.  It  is  certainly 
an  interesting  indication  of  the  progressive  commercial  invasion 
of  Asia  Minor.  The  terms  on  which  these  machines  are  sold  are 
very  favorable.  They  are  sent  on  three  months'  trial  and  may  be 
returned  at  the  end  of  that  period  and  the  amount  paid  less  15  per 
cent  will  be  refunded. 

Good  banking  facilities  are  offered  by  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank, 
which  has  branch  establishments  at  Trebizond,  Samsoun,  and  Keras- 
sund,  as  well  as  at  Ijondon  and  Paris.  There  are  also  several  small 
banking  houses  which  facilitate  commerce,  mainly  within  the  Empire. 

Most  all  sorts  of  money  are  in  use  here.  Most  of  the  foreign  drafts 
are  on  Paris,  London,  and  Berlin.  Small  change  (silver  and  copper 
coins)  is  more  largely  Russian  than  Turkish  at  Trebizond,  because 
it  is  cheaper,  the  Turkish  gold  lira  being  changed  for  the  equivalent 
of  108  piasters  silver  in  small  Russian  money  and  only  104  in  small 
Turkish  coin.  About  $500,000  per  annum  in  Russian  money  is  sent 
or  brought  to  this  port  by  Ottoman  subjects  working  in  Russia. 

TREBIZOND-PERSIAK  TRANSIT  TRADE. 

Trebizond  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  northern  caravan  route  to 
Persia.  About  30  per  cent  of  the  commerce  of  Trebizond  is  credited 
to  the  imports  and  exports  of  Persia.  During  the  year  the  c<mstruc- 
tion  of  a  new  large  custom-house  and  warehouse  was  commenced  at 
this  port  for  the  separate  handling  of  this  transit  trade.  It  should 
greatly  facilitate  this  trade  and  relieve  the  general  custom-house. 
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The  Trebizond-Erzerum-Tabriz-Teheran  caravan  route  has  been 
used  since  extremely  remote  times.  In  1870  it  was  macadamized,  and 
since  then  it  has  been  kept  in  fairly  good  condition.  The  distances 
are  as  follows:  from  Trebizond  to  Erzerum.  198  miles;  Erzerum 
to  the  Persian  frontier,  156  miles;  from  the  irontier  to  Tabriz,  162 
miles;  Tabriz  to  Teheran,  344  miles;  Trebizond  to  Teheran,  860 
miles.  Caravans  take  about  24  days  between  Trebizond  and  the 
Persian  frontier  and  33  days  between  the  frontier  and  Teheran. 

The  route  to  Persia  via  Batum  and  the  Caucasian  railroads  is 
quicker,  shorter,  and  cheaper  than  via  Trebizond,  but  the  Russian 
protective  tariff  is  so  high  on  transit  goods  entering  Russia  as  to  be 
prohibitive.  Persian  exports  of  raisins,  almonds,  and  other  noncom- 
petitive products  take,  by  preference,  the  trans-Caucasian  route. 

Transport  by  the  Trebizond  route  is  by  means  of  camels  and 
wagons,  chiefly  the  former.  The  wagons  go  only  as  far  as  the  fron- 
tier. In  former  years  about  20,000  camels  arrived  annually  at  Trebi- 
zond. In  1907  only  about  8,000  arrived  here.  The  camels  carry  400 
to  500  pounds  each.  The  transport  of  freight  by  this  route  from 
Trebizond  to  Tabriz  is  normally  about  $4.25  per  hundredweight  of 
112  pounds.  During  1907  the  freight  ranged  from  $4.40  to  $5  per 
hunaredweight  for  regular  bales,  and  from  $4.90  to  $5.50  per  hun- 
dredweight for  regular  cases.  Irregular  packages,  large  or  small, 
cost  more. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  at  Trebizond  destined 
for  Persia  during  the  last  six  years : 


Year. 

Numberof 
pcu!kage8. 

Hundred- 
weights. 

Value. 

1902 

83,537 
86.048 
28,158 
84,760 
45.664 
25,167 

67,000 
70,000 
66,000 
68,000 
90.000 
50,000 

92,680,000 

loos 

2,466,000 
2,109,000 
2,622,000 
8,676,000 
1,973,000 

1904 

1906 ^ 

1906 y. 

1907 

The  amount  and  value  of  goods  imported  into  northern  Persia  via 
Trebizond  tend  to  diminish  in  proportion  as  Russian  importation 
increases.  During  1905  and  1906  there  was  an  increase  oi  imports 
via  Trebizond  owing  to  conditions  in  Russia  and  the  Caucasus. 

The  Persian  imports  via  Trebizond  consist  chiefly  of:  Otton  goods, 
35  per  cent ;  woolen  goods,  26  per  cent ;  tea,  15  per  cent ;  silks  and  vel- 
vets, 7^  per  cent;  crockery  and  glassware,  3  per  cent;  other  articles, 
13ij)er  cent. 

The  Persian  exports  via  Trebizond  attain  an  average  annual  value 
of  $870,000  and  consist  of:  Carpets,  65  per  cent;  silkstuflfs,  etc.,  20  per 
cent;  siiltana  raisins,  12  per  cent ;  other  articles,  3  per  cent. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  from  Trebizond  and  Samsoun  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  show  an  increase  in  almost  all  hnes,  but  a  total  de- 
crease of  $90,395,  due  chiefly  to  the  falling  off  in  the  sale  of  sheep 
and  goat  skins.    The  demand  for  skins  in  the  United  States  seems  to 
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have  fallen  off  very  much,  and  although  the  prices  here  at  the  present 
moment  are  very  low,  there  is  no  demand  for  them. 

The  American  demand  for  the  filberts  and  walnuts  of  this  region, 
which  are  of  excellent  quality,  is  increasing. 

There  has  been  a  steadily  increasing  purchase  of  cigarette  tobacco 
by  American  manufacturers.  The  tobacco  crop  for  1907  amounted  to 
nearly  30  per  cent  more  than  the  crop  for  1906.  Owing  to  the  unfavor- 
able atmospheric  conditions  the  quality  of  the  crop  for  1907  was  con- 
siderably inferior  to  that  of  1906.  A  good  many  dark  spots  developed 
on  the  leaves,  and  the  color  in  general  was  darker  than  usual.  This 
is  a  decided  disadvantage  in  marketing,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  part 
of  this  tobacco  is  shipped  to  Egypt,  where  it  is  used  chiefly  to  brighten 
the  tobacco  obtained  irom  other  parts  of  Turkey.  The  united  States 
was  a  good  buyer  of  cigarette  tobacco  at  Samsoun,  whence  the  exports 
to  the  United  States  were  25  per  cent  larger  than  in  1906.  The  total 
product  of  cigarette  tobacco  of  this  district  is  consumed  as  follows: 
Turkey  (partly  for  export  as  manufactured  cigarettes),  50  per  cent; 


Germany,  13  per  cent;  Egypt,  12  per  cent;  United  States,  8  p^  cent; 
Austria,  7  per  cent;  and  the  " 
and  Italy. 


Austria,  7  per  cent;  and  the  balance  by  England,  France,  Russia, 


The  United  States  purchased  $14,000  worth  more  wool  in  1907  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  articles  declared 
for  export  at  Trebizond  and  Samsoun  agency  for  the  United  States 
during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907 : 


ArUcles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

TREBIZOND. 

Household  goods 

Nuts: 

11.066 
41,429 

1322 

64,988 

482 

2,619 

164 

2,443 

110.720 

1,959 

72 

$800 

66,667 
788 
6,165 
2,699 
187 
29,868 

SAMSOUN. 

Beans  and  lentils.... 

Dog  excrement 

Hemp  and  seed 

Household  goods 

Poppy  seed 

S390 

895 

896 

•232 

16,806 

86 

1,191 

3U 

60,986 

104,886 

10,279 

24,120 

$119 

$1,3U 

Filberts 

862" 

44,209 

63 

2,505 

498 

149.195 

282,494 

84.077 

10,818 

287 

Walnuts 

224 

Raisins 

10,296 
447 

Bugs 

462 

Proyuions 

Rausago  caslngn 

H^mie 

134 

Skinsrsheep  and  goat . 
Tobacco 

62,466 
240 

Rugs  and  carpets 

Skins,  sheep  and  goat . 
Tobacco 

W7 
38,646 

Towels  and  embroid- 

375,353 

ery 

Walnuts       

41,168 

Wool 

670 

Wool 

26.209 

Total 

Total 

96,232 

183,714 

106.049 

209,526 

624,885 

493,974 

Grand  total 

806,768 

708,049 

599,028 

HOW  TO  INCREASE  AMERICAN  TRADE. 

The  exports  from  Trebizond  to  the  United  States  show  a  satisfac- 
tory figure  both  for  the  amount  and  the  increase  of  the  trade,  but  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  are  much  smaller  than  thejr  ought  to 
be.  American  goods  found  here  are  sewing  machines  (imports  at 
Trebizond,  American,  $11,000;  other  countries,  $440) ;  rubber  over- 
shoes, $2,000;  cotton  goods,  remnants,  $10,000;  lamps,  $1,000; 
stoves,  paints,  grindstones,  carpenters'  tools,  files,  $875 ;  window-shade 
rollers,  boats,  petroleum  motors  (3),  nails,  barbed  wire,  windmills, 
small  hardware,  leather,  and  a  few  drugs.  We  ought  to  have  a  larger 
share  in  the  import  trade  of  this  market.  More  agricultural  imple- 
ments, tools,  small  machines,  cotton  goods,  and  fancy  notions  might 
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be  sold.  Little  can  be  accomplished  by  catalogues  and  correspond- 
ence. It  is  a  slow,  poorly  understood,  and  generally  unsatisfactory 
method.  Europe  gets  the  trade  by  reason  of  proximity,  cheap  goods, 
credits,  metric  system,  and  skillful  traveling  salesmen  who  Imow  the 
languages  and  the  country,  and  by  means  of  foreign  commisison 
houses  established  here  to  represent  European  firms. 

As  foreign  goods  are  purchased  for  tnis  region  chiefly  at  On- 
stantinople,  which  is  the  distributing  center  for  a  large  part  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  in  proportion  as  our  imports  are  established  there 
they  will  tena  to  be  distributed  into  the  dependent  regions.  Most  of 
the  local  houses  have  relatives  or  agents  at  Contantinople  who  do  the 
buying  for  them. 

The  surest  way  to  build  up  American  trade  in  this  district  is  to 
build  it  up  at  Constantinople  where  the  volume  of  trade  and  the 
facilities  are  superior  to  those  in  the  provinces.  Another  way  would 
be  to  establish  at  Trebizond  and  at  Samsoun  an  American  commission 
house  representing  a  number  of  American  firms.  This,  I  believe, 
would  pay  in  the  end,  but  for  a  time  sales  would  be  quite  moderate 
and  progress  slow. 

Until  American  manufacturers  begin  to  realize  the  necessity  of  ac- 
quiring the  markets  of  the  world  by  hard  work  and  by  some  sacri- 
nces  they  will  scarcely  be  ready  to  make  the  required  effort  to  gain  a 
strong  position  in  Anatolia. 

SHIPPING  AND  FREIGHT  BATES. 

The  regular  lines  of  steamships  visiting  this  district  are :  Austrian 
Lloyd,  Trieste-Batum,  weekly ;  Panhellenic,  Pirseus-Trebizond, 
weekly;  Courdji  (Turkish),  Salonica-Trebizond,  weekly;  Message- 
ries  Maritimes,  Marseille-Batum,  fortnightly ;  N.  Paquet  &  Co.,  Mar- 
seille-Novorossisk,  fortnightly;  Kussian,  C!onstantinople-Batum, fort- 
nightly; Grerman  Levant  Line,  Marseille-Batum,  irregular,  two  per 
month;  Italian,  Naples-Batum,  irregular,  one  per  month;  Maksuse 
(Turkish),  Onstantinople-Trebizond,  irregular. 

The  most  direct  shipping  facilities  are  offered  W  through  bill  of 
lading.  North  German  Lloyd,  Constantinople  to  New  York,  twenty 
days,  via  Naples.  For  service  Trebizond  to  Constantinople,  four 
days  should  be  allowed  a  shipment  to  be  made  by  Austrian  Lloyd, 
German  Levant  Line,  Panhellenic,  Courtji,  Messa^eries,  or  Paquet. 

Freight  on  shelled  filberts,  which  is  the  principal  commodity 
shipped  from  Trebizond,  is  as  follows,  per  metric  ton:  Trebizond- 
New  York,  $9.73;  Trebizond-Hamburg,  $8.52;  Trebizond-Trieste, 
$5.85;  Trebizond-Havre,  $9.65,  and  Trebizond-Marseille  and  Liver- 
pool, $6.36. 

Other  commodities  are  accepted  on  the  following  terms,  Trebi- 
zond-New  York :  Leaf  tobacco,  $13.62 ;  poppy  seed,  $5.10 ;  sheep  and 
goat  skins,  $10.95,  and  wool,  half  pressed  and  flax,  $12.16. 

RESUME   OF   EXPORTS   TO    THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  by  Consul-General  Edward  H. 
Ozmun,  of  Constantinople,  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the 
several  consulates  and  agencies  in  Turkey  in  Asia  during  the  cal- 
endar years  1905,  1906,  and  1907. 
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€k)nsa]Ate8  and  agencies. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Smyrna 

18,090,429 

82.976,607 

18. 001. 807 

Bagdad 

609,876 
a872,846 

646,788 
766,626 

680. 890 

Baimorah 

710i684 

Total 

972.222 

1,411,868 

1.2S1.814 

Alexandretta 

440, 9n 

69,198 

489,712 

897.422 
87,022 
838.134 

178,346 
18,846 

Merslne 

Alei>po 

656,676 

Total 

949,876 

817,668 

843.267 

Beirut 

170,059 

128.156 

6,404 

9;  799 

824.146 

191.786 

7,254 

24,110 

478,129 

Damascus 

260.  OM 

Haifa 

8.616 
13,002 

Tripoli 

Total 

306,417 

547.246 

768,871 

Trebizond 

96,282 
209,506 

188,714 
624,835 

l06,Ott 
498,974 

Samsoun 

Total 

806,758 

706,049 

699.028 

Jerusalem 

17,668 
16,049 

26.450 
18.041 

29.406 
88,656 

Jaffa .' 

Total 

82,612 

48.491 

69,061 

Hamut 

777 

246 

ecs 

Qrand  total 

6,660.091 

6,604.670 

6.604,986 

•  Complete  returns  for  calendar  year  1905  unobtainable  owing  to  closing  ot  agency. 


OMAN. 

INTRODUCTION. 

There  is  herewith  presented  a  consular  report  on  the  commerce  of 
the  Arabian  kingdom  of  Oman.  The  consul  notes  that  the  United 
States  has  been  for  many  years  Oman's  second  best  customer  in  its 
principal  export,  which  consists  of  dates.  American  manufactures 
are  represented  in  Oman  principally  by  cotton,  the  trade  in  which, 
however,  has  largely  decreased  from  that  of  some  years  ago,  when 
American  Cabot  cloth  was  predominant. 

The  consul  who  makes  this  report  was  very  active  during  his  incum- 
bency at  Maskat,  the  capital  and  chief  city,  and  succeeded  in  intro- 
ducing a  number  of  American  articles,  including  a  waterworks  for 
the  Sultan's  palace.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  stimulation  of  Ameri- 
can interests  in  the  Persian  Gulf  trade  will  develop  into  an  extension 
of  exports  from  the  United  States  thither. 
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BEVTEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  OMAN. 

By  Ck>N8UL  William  Coffii?,  Maskat. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Oman,  if  any  exist,  are  not  exploited. 
Coal  is  reported  to  exist  near  Dhofar  on  the  southern  coast,  but 
samples  brought  to  Maskat  proved  to  be  merely  bituminous  shale. 
There  are  ancient  records  of  lead  mining  in  Oman,  but  none  is  now 

i)roduced,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  find  anyone  who  even  knows  the 
ocation  of  the  old  mines. 

There  are  very  few  manufactures  in  this  country.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  steel  dagger  blades  are  turned  out  in  the  inland  town  of  Nazwa. 
Weaving  is  done  in  a  good  many  places,  but  most  of  the  cloth  is  con- 
sumed in  the  country.  Verv  good  "  lunghies  "  or  turbans  are  made 
and  exported  to  Zanzibar,  Yemen,  and  Somaliland. 

PRINCIPAL  PRODUCT — STEAMSHIP  SERVICE. 

The  principal  product  of  Oman  is  dates.  Fruit  is  grown  in  a  lim- 
ited area  of  the  country  near  the  mountains.  Except  when  drought 
affects  the  crop  it  varies  little  from  year  to  year.  With  modem  meth- 
ods of  irrigation  Oman  is  capable  of  considerable  agricultural  expan- 
sion, but  conditions  at  present  are  adverse  to  this. 

The  Indian  post-office  maintains  an  excellent  mail  service  to 
Maskat,  letters  from  London  being  seventeen  days  in  transit  and 
from  New  York  thirty  days.  Travelers  to  Maskat  usually  go  to 
India  and  take  the  weekly  mail  steamer  of  the  British  India  Steam 
Navigation  Company.  Direct  cargo  service  from  Europe  is  given  bv 
the  Hamburg-American  Line,  Frank  C.  Strick  &  Co.,  Bucknall  s 
steamers,  a  line  from  Odessa,  and  an  occasional  tramp.  During  1907 
the  following  number  of  steamers  imder  their  respective  flags  en- 
tered Maskat  harbor:  British,  205;  German,  9;  Russian,  7;  and 
French,  3.  Considerable  trading  is  done  in  native  boats,  372  of  these 
dhows  entering  Maskat  in  1907. 

circulating  medium  of  the  sultanate. 

The  Indian  rupee  is  in  general  circulation  on  the  coast.  The  Maria 
Theresa  dollar  circulates  also  on  the  coast  and  throughout  the  inte- 
rior. The  value  of  this  coin  fluctuates,  its  average  for  1907  being 
53.06  cents.  Quotations  for  the  first  day  of  each  month  show  the 
highest  valuation  to  be  56.12  cents  gold  on  August  1,  and  the  lowest 
48.66  cents  gold  on  December  1.  The  imports  of  specie  for  1907 
amounted  to  $585,602;  exports,  $580,736.  The  only  Oman  coin  is 
the  pice,  worth  about  one-fifth  cent.  There  are  no  banks  and  there- 
fore no  checks,  and  the  fact  that  all  payments  must  be  made  in  specie 
makes  a  business  transaction  of  any  size  a  lengthy  affair,  as  the  money 
is  counted  by  both  payer  and  payee. 

There  is  not  a  single  wheeled  vehicle  in  the  entire  country,  and 
therefore  no  roads.  Caravan  routes  run  from  most  of  the  coast  towns 
into  the  interior  and  merchandise  is  transported  either  on  donkeys  or 
camels.  Travelers  usually  use  camels ;  the  riding  camel  or  "  thdul  " 
of  Oman  is  supposed  to  be  the  best  breed  in  Arabia. 
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INCREASE   IN   IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

The  export  and  import  trade  of  Maskat  during  1907  totaled 
$3,307,922,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $862,273.  Neariy  50  per  cent  of 
this  trade  was  with  the  neighboring  country  of  India.  DBavinff  out 
the  item  of  arms  and  ammunition,  the  trade  of  Europe  and  the 
United  States  with  Maskat  for  1907  amounted  to  about  5  per  cent  of 
the  total.  Maskat  buys  most  of  its  provisions  and  clotning  from 
India ;  it  sells  in  return  to  India  most  of  the  dates,  fish,  fruit,  and 
skins  which  form  its  principal  exports.  It  is  a  heavy  purchaser  of 
arms  and  ammunition  from  Belgium,  Great  Britain,  and  Franoe. 
Its  trade  with  Persia  and  TurkiSi  Arabia  is  not  large,  its  exports 
to  these  countries  being  mostly  dates,  fruits,  and  dried  limes,  and  its 
imports  small  quantities  of  cereals,  piece  goods,  silk,  carpets,  and  oils. 

The  imports  for  1907  show  a  net  increase  of  $812,883.  This  was 
due  chiefly  to  one  item — arms  and  ammunition — ^the  receipts  having 
nearly  trebled.  Belgium,  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Persia  show 
good  gains,  while  the  imports  from  the  United  States  and  India 
decreased. 

TRADE  IN  FIREARMS. 

During  1907  87,680  rifles,  3,007  pistols,  and  12,306,000  cartridges, 
valued  in  all  at  $1,357,989,  were  imported  into  Maskat.  This  was  an 
increase  of  about  $925,000  over  1906.  Belgium  supplied  most  of  the 
goods,  with  the  United  Kingdom  a  good  second.  This  heavy  im- 
portation is  partly  the  result  of  unfilled  orders  in  1906  being  deliv- 
ered in  1907.  The  merchants  in  Maskat  are  stocked  up  witn  arms 
now,  and  the  figures  for  1908  will  probably  show  a  decrease.  Al- 
though arms  are  not  shown  on  the  list  of  exports,  at  least  80  per  cent 
of  the  sales  are  shipped  out  of  Oman  to  Central  Arabia,  via  Koweit, 
to  the  Mekran  coast,  to  Persia,  and  this  year  a  small  quantitjr  went 
to  Somaliland.  The  trade  is  mostly  upon  a  fairly  cheap  rifle  with 
Martini  caliber  and  action. 

IMPORTS  OF  RICE,  PIECE  GOODS,  SUGAR,  ETC. 

Eice,  the  staple  cereal  of  the  country^  shows  a  slight  decrease. 
Some  of  the  wneat  imported  is  brought  m  to  barter  lor  arms  and 
ammimition.    "  Other  grains  "  consist  of  barley,  red  rice,  and  millet. 

The  total  importation  of  piece  goods  and  sheetings  decreased  about 
25  per  cent  during  1907.  Sales  of  American  sheetings  fell  off  over 
50  per  cent.  A  small  quantity  of  sheetings  were  brought  in  .Jrom 
France.  Imports  of  prmt  goods  from  India  decreased  in  favor  of 
importations  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Persia.  The  imports 
from  Persia  are  raw  silk.  India  furnished  the  dress  silk,  mostly  of 
her  own  manufacture,  with  a  small  quantity  of  Chinese  silk. 

A  small  consignment  of  sugar  came  from  Mauritius.  A  large 
share  of  the  coffee  imports  came  from  Singapore.  There  were  also 
imported  canned  goods,  drugs,  groceries,  nardware,  rugs,  tobacco, 
wines  and  liquors,  seeds,  notions,  etc.  A  very  small  proportion  are 
of  American  origin;  the  majority  are  of  British  production. 
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WHERE   OMAN    MAKES    ITS   PURCHASES. 

The  total  imports  into  Maskat  in  1907  amounted  in  value  to  $2,662,- 
123,  against  $1,749,240  in  1906.  The  following  statement  shows  the 
principal  articles  and  from  whence  imported  during  the  past  two 
years : 


Articles. 

Whence  imported. 

1906. 

1907. 

Armii and  Rxninnnitlori                  ... 

Belgium ......r 

$160,730 

84,486 

188,826 

74,578 

607 

•720,449 
130,816 

France 

United  Kingdom 

606,724 

Coffee 

India 

60,993 
779 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Qhee 

India 

21.088 

Persia 

12,272 
23,032 
22,827 

9,084 

Oil,  all  kinds 

United  States 

India 

26.279 

Persia 

2,695 

Piece  goods 

United  States 

75,212 

82.768 

France 

3,244 

India 

190,008 

158,972 

Persia 

6,826 

United  Kingdom 

1,298 

Rice 

India 

657,489 
66,165 
11,479 

635,316 

Silk  and  silk  goods 

do 

65,808 

Persia 

13,626 

Sugar 

France ' 

6,229 

India 

84,489 
20,888 
67,474 
817 
20,056 
13,195 

48,016 

United  Kingdom 

Twist  and  yam 

India 

89,122 

Persia 

227 

Wheat  and  other  grains , 

India          

20,116 

Persia 

31, 146 

Turkey  In  Asia 

10,057 

All  other  articles 

United  States 

16,097 
69.933 
22,431 
6,697 
21,112 

7;  138 

India 

23,369 

Penda 

19,466 

Turkey  in  Asia 

4,867 

Other  countries 

16,222 

Total 

1,749,240 

2,562,128 

WHAT  OMAN  SELLS  TO  OTHER  COUNTRIES. 

The  exports  from  Maskat  for  1907  show  an  increase  over  1906.  A 
large  exportation  of  pearls  is  responsible  for  this,  as  in  most  of  the 
other  items  there  were  slight  decreases.  Exports  to  India,  Turkey 
in  Asia,  France,  and  Persia  increased;  those  to  the  United  States, 
Zanzibar,  and  other  countries  decreased. 

Dates,  the  principal  export  of  Maskat,  show  a  slight  decrease.  A 
heavier  tonnage  of  this  iruit  was  shipped  in  1907,  but  prices  were 
lower  during  the  season  and  the  crop  did  not  bring  as  much  as  that 
of  1906.  The  curtailment  of  American  orders  was  partly  the  cause. 
The  dealers  in  the  United  States  imported  liberally  in  1906  and  there- 
fore became  overstocked.  In  1907  the  growers  in  Oman  sold  nearer 
home  some  hundreds  of  tons  of  Fard  dates  for  less  money  that  they 
expected  to  dispose  of  to  the  American  trade.  Since  the  close  of 
1907  prices  have  advanced  somewhat,  owing  to  the  market  afforded  by 
the  famine  in  India. 

Three  or  four  merchants  in  Maskat  send  out  boats  to  fish  the  waters 
of  the  southern  coast  in  the  neighborhood  of  Moseirah  Island  and 
along  the  Pirate  coast,  which  bring  in  pearls  and  shells.  The  banks 
are  insignificant  compared  to  the  extensive  fisheries  near  the  island 
of  Bahrein.  Some  of  the  shells  were  sent  to  France  to  test  the  possi- 
bilities of  direct  shipments  in  bulk.    Exports  of  fish  decreased  during 
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1907,  but  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  boatmen  were  otherwise 
engaged. 

FBUIT,    HIDES,    AND    SKINS — ^TEXTILES   AND    HAIB. 

The  fruit  exports  consist  mostly  of  pomegranates,  with  small  quan- 
tities of  bananas,  melons,  sweet  limes,  and  custard  apples.  The  crop 
was  about  the  average,  but  not  so  much  fruit  was  sent  to  the  coast 
for  export. 

There  were  $19,466  worth  of  skins  and  hides  sent  to  India  during 
1907.  These  are  principally  goatskins  which  are  cured  in  Karachi 
and  shipped  from  there  to  Europe  and  the  United  States.  This 
amount  does  not  represent  the  total  export  of  Oman,  as  skins  are 
shipped  from  various  towns  along  the  coast. 

JSalt  is  brought  from  Hen  jam  and  the  smaller  islands  off  the  Per- 
sian coast  to  be  used  as  ballast.    The  trade  is  insignificant. 

The  exports  of  cotton  fabrics  and  dried  limes  show  slight  increases. 
The  cotton  goods  are  "  lunghies,"  or  native- woven  turbans,  which  are 
very  popular  in  Zanzibar,  Yemen,  etc.  The  dried  limes  are  sent 
mostly  to  Bunder  Abbas  and  Lin j ah,  in  Persia.  There  were  also 
exported  goats'  hair,  aloes,  senna,  nuts,  hulwa,  and  sharks'  fins.    The 

f:oats'  hair  is  sent  "to  Maskat  from  the  Mekran  coast  for  export  to 
ndia.  Aloes  and  senna  are  brought  in  from  the  southern  Arabian 
coast  and  Socotra  for  barter.  The  hulwa,  which  is  a  sweetmeat,  is 
shipped  to  Jiddah,  Hodeida,  and  other  Red  Sea  towns,  and  the 
sharks'  fins  go  to  China  via  India. 

CLASSIFICATION   OF  EXPORTS. 

The  exports  from  Maskat  in  1907  were  valued  at  $745,799,  an 
increase  of  $49,390  over  1906.    The  principal  articles  were : 


Articles. 


Cotton  and  cotton  goods. 

Dates 

Flah 

Fruit 

Lime«,  dried 

Mother-of-pearl , 


1906. 


S3, 695 
498,588 
81,666 
22,960 
26,216 
31,932 


1907. 


$8,716 
452.381 
22,710 
13,691 
26,528 
19,790 


Articles. 


Pearls 

Salt 

Skins 

Other  articles . 


Total. 


1906. 


$49,481 
8,602 


83,269 


1907. 


$1«2,217 
2.48S 
19.466 
22,S7S 


696,409  I      746.79$ 


TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  United  States  has  been  for  many  years  Oman's  second  best 
customer  in  its  principal  export^  which  consisted  of  dates.  In  1907 
the  shipment  of  dates  to  the  United  States  from  Maskat  was  valued 
at  $105,011,  a  decrease  of  $25,011  from  1906,  but  an  increase  of 
$45,307  over  1905.  The  total  exports  from  Oman  to  the  United 
States  during  the  past  three  years  consisted  of  dates  with  the  excep- 
tion of  in  1906,  when  there  were  $36  worth  of  pomegranates  and 
sweetmeats  shipped.  During  1907  four  houses  in  the  United  States 
had  agents  at  Maskat  packing  dates  for  home  shipments. 

The  imports  from  America  are  sheetings,  kerosene  oil  and  boxes, 
shooks,  nails,  and  waxed  paper,  and  materials  used  in  date  packing. 

American  sheetings  are  very  popular  in  Oman.  The  figures  show 
that  this  trade  dropped  from  $75,212  in  1906  to  $32,768  in  1907. 
There  was  a  good  stock  of  sheetings  carried  over  from  1906,  which 
dealers  in  Maskat  have  been  selli^  on  fairly  long  credits.    Some 
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buyers  here,  finding  that  they  could  get  credit  for  sheetings,  promptly 
made  purchases  and  sold  them  at  once  at  a  little  less  than  market 
price  and  thereby  used  them  as  collateral  for  loans,  the  loss  on  the 
sale  of  the  sheetings  being  less  than  the  interest  they  would  have 
had  to  pay  on  money  borrowed  for  the  term  of  the  credit.  The 
^eetin^  do  not  come  direct  from  the  United  States  but  are  pur- 
chased in  Aden,  and  part  of  the  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  during  1907  sheetings  were  shipped  direct  from  Aden  to  Sur 
and  the  Batina  coast,  for  which  places  no  returns  are  furnished.  The 
trade  in  sheetings  could  be  appreciably  increased,  but  not  under  the 
conditions  which  American  exporters  at  present  exact. 

A  consignment  of  about  20,000  cases  of  kerosene  oil  was  delivered 
in  Maskat  in  September,  1906.  This  lasted  throughout  1907,  and 
in  March,  1908,  another  consignment  of  20,000  cases  arrived.  The 
absence  of  American  oil  from  the  returns  for  1907  does  not,  therefore, 
mean  that  the  trade  has  been  lost. 

The  American  houses  importing  dates  from  Maskat  supply  their 
agents  here  with  shooks  and  boxes  for  packing.  The  decrease  in  the 
date  exports,  together  with  the  fact  that  a  consignment  of  shooks 
was  sent  here  from  Norway  by  an  American  house,  accounts  for  the 
decrease  in  these  items. 

DISTANCE   A    HINDRANCE   TO    AMERICAN    TRADE — ^PARCELS    POST. 

Various  articles  of  American  merchandise  can  be  bought  in  Maskat, 
having  reached  here  via  India.  One  gasoline  engine  was  imported 
direct  from  America  in  1907.  The  distance  to  Maskat  is  so  great, 
the  market  comparatively  so  unimportant,  and  the  American  ex- 
porter usually  so  apathetic,  that  the  prospects  for  a  direct  sale  of 
American  canned  goods,  patent  medicmes,  calicoes,  boots  and  shoes, 
lamps^  cheap  jewelry,  etc.,  are  not  encouraging.  In  this  connection 
it  is  mteresting  to  know  that  the  American  missionary  colony  at 
Bahrein  finds  mat  it  pays  to  import  dnr  groceries  and  other  house- 
hold and  family  necessities  from  one  ox  the  large  mail-order  houses 
in  Chicago,  and  about  twice  a  year  consignments  are  received. 

The  establishment  of  an  international  parcels  post  would  help  the 
development  of  direct  trade  between  America  and  Oman  by  making 
the  sending  of  samples  easy  and  inexpensive.  A  great  deal  of  busi- 
ness is  done  with  India  through  the  excellent  service  of  the  Value  Pay- 
able parcels  post,  which  will  carry  parcels  weighing  up  to  50  pounds 
and  collect  for  the  sender  any  amount  not  exce^ng  $324. 
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PERSIA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  trade  conditions  for  1907  and  possibilities  for 
American  enterprise  in  Persia,  as  reported  by  United  States  consular 
officers,  is  herewith  presented.  The  disproportion  between  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  and  the  exports  thereto  from  Persia, 
as  well  as  the  very  small  part  of  the  total  trade  of  Persia  which  is 
credited  to  this  country,  is  explained  in  part  by  the  fact  that  Ameri- 
can firms  are  represented  in  that  Empire  only  indirectly,  much  of  the 
trade  between  Persia  and  the  United  States  passing  through  Euro- 
pean hands.  The  direct  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Persia 
in  1908  were  of  the  value  of  $1,184,  and  in  1907  $3,688,  while  the 
unports  from  Persia  were  $242,782  in  1908  and  $727,457  in  1907. 
The  changes  in  the  Persian  Government  and  disturbances  of  a 
political  nature  have  greatly  impeded  trade  within  the  last  two  years. 
The  country  is  one  of  great  distances  and  scanty  population,  with  no 
railroads,  and  poor  transportation  facilities  of  any  kind.  This  makes 
trade  with  the  interior  difficult  and  costly,  as  it  is  carried  on  by 
caravans,  largely  in  the  spring  and  autumn. 

The  British  consul,  in  reporting  on  the  disturbed  conditions  in 
southern  Persia  for  the  years  1907-8,  says  that  "  the  caravan  tracks 
to  the  interior  were  never  free  for  any  lengthy  period  from  the  pres- 
ence of  bands  of  robbers,  and  the  general  result  was  disastrous  for 
trade  and  more  especially  affected  the  exports  of  the  country's  natural 
produce.^'  He  further  says  that  at  Bender  Abbas  much  had  been 
done  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  the  local  trader  formerly 
conducted  business  by  the  abolition  of  petty  taxes  on  merchandise 
and  regulating  the  charges  exacted  for  porterage,  and  in  other  ways, 
but  that  these  reforms  did  not  reach  the  interior.  Exports  showed 
a  decrease  at  that  port  of  13i  per  cent  in  two  years,  which  was  due 
to  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  interior.  The  cost  of  transporta- 
tion from  Bender  Abbas  to  Kerman,  in  the  interior  of  Persia, 
amounts  to  two-fifths  of  the  cost  of  the  goods,  which  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  difficulty  in  doing  business  with  the  interior.  But  these 
risks  and  difficulties  are  said  to  be  less  every  year  under  normal  con- 
ditions. 

The  British  coNSuii  gives  this  advice  concerning  openings  for  trade : 
"  It  may  be  said  that  in  the  present  backward  state  of  this  part  of  the 
country  (Bender  Abbas),  the  absence  of  roads,  sanitation,  or  houses 
other  than  those  constructed  of  mud  brick,  and  the  prevailing  igno- 
rance regarding  the  most  elementary  kinds  of  machinery,  most  of 
the  applications  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  modem  appli- 
ances and  articles  are  premature.    In  any  case  it  is  necessary  to 
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exercise  extreme  caution  in  opening  business  relations  with  Persian 
traders."  The  same  consul,  speaking  of  the  trade  at  Lingah,  says 
that  the  pearling  season  was  a  good  one  in  so  far  as  the  output  was 
concerned,  but  the  stringency  of  the  money  market  in  Europe  brought 
about  a  heavy  fall  in  prices.  He  says  that  the  Arab  merchants  have 
in  their  possession  large  parcels  of  imsold  pearls. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  carpets  produced  in  Persia  are  exported 
to  the  United  States,  though  they  do  not  come  directly.  The  tar- 
iff duties  levied  by  the  Persian  Government  are  altogether  specific 
and  no  particular  attention  is  paid  to  values,  consequently  returns 
as  to  the  value  of  exports  and  imports  are  largely  guesswork.  The 
unit  of  calculation  is  "  a  camel  load,"  and  that  is  very  uncertain, 
said  to  average  about  500  pounds.  About  75  per  cent  of  the  imports 
in  southern  Persia  are  from  India  and  the  United  Kingdom,  while 
those  in  the  northern  part  of  the  empire,  particularly  Khorassan,  are 
largely  from  Russia.  The  exports  of  Persia  consist  principally  of 
skins,  wool,  opium,  hides,  cotton,  feathers,  and  carpets,  nearly  all 
of  which  are  more  or  less  imported  by  the  United  States.  If  there 
were  direct  transportation  between  the  United  States  and  Persia 
there  would  unquestionably  be  a  large  increase  in  trade.  The  trans- 
portation rates  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Meshed  by  various 
routes  average  from  8  to  10  cents  a  poimd.  Russia,  by  developing 
communications  and  by  the  use  of  rebates,  subsidies,  etc,  supplies 
northern  Persia  with  practically  all  the  imported  commodities  which 
Russia  can  produce.  Mineral  oil  is  sent  from  Russia  in  iron  cases. 
Tin  cases,  in  which  American  oil  is  exported,  are  said  to  be  unsuited 
for  camel  transportation.  Russia  sends  a  cheap  cotton  fabric,  known 
as  "  mahut-shiken,"  which  is  very  popular  in  Persia.  Piece  goods, 
sugar,  hardware,  matches,  and  haberdashery  are  imported  from  other 
countries.  Khorassan,  in  the  north,  is  in  close  juxtaposition  to  the 
Russian  Empire  and  Afghanistan,  and  is  linked  by  rail  and  steam  to 
Russia,  whereas  to  reach  India  from  that  section  of  Persia  a  series 
of  deserts  must  be  crossed  by  camels.  This  enables  Russia  to  be 
commercially  predominant  in  the  north.  Persian  cotton  is  admitted 
into  Russia  at  one-tenth  the  duty  charged  on  other  foreign  cotton, 
and  Russian  goods  sent  to  Persia  are  allowed  heavy  rebates  on  the 
railroads  and  in  other  ways.  A  branch  of  the  Russian  Imperial 
State  Bank  has  aided  Russian  commerce  in  the  past  to  a  large  extent, 
but  is  not  doing  so  much  business  at  present. 

A  recent  report  from  Bushire  states  that  the  difficulty  of  collecting 
outstanding  claims  has  doubled  in  comparison  with  that  of  two  years 
ago,  owing  partly  to  the  state  of  the  market  and  largely  to  the  weak- 
ening of  the  authority  of  provincial  governors  by  the  new  regime. 
This  affects  Persian  as  well  as  foreign  merchants,  and  is  likely  to  be- 
9108— c  B  1907— VOL  1 40 


Digitized  by 


Google 


626 


COMMEKCIAL  RELATIONS. 


come  a  serious  question.  The  British  consul  at  Bushire  in  a  com- 
paratively recent  report  states:  '^  When  all  these  influences  are  taken 
into  accoimt,  together  with  the  shrinkage  of  the  export  trade  due  to 
noncultivation  of  the  crops,  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  the  failure  of  almonds,  gum  insoluble,  and  skins  to  find  a  market 
in  Europe  and  India,  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this  district  of 
southern  Persia  seems  to  have  suffered  a  decided  setback  in  1907-8, 
in  spite  of  the  statistical  increase  in  imports."  The  import  business 
is  largely  in  the  hands  of  firms  which  specialize  in  the  trade  and 
have  agents  on  the  spot  fully  alive  to  the  exigencies  of  the  situation^ 
and  they  exercise  great  caution  in  their  dealing. 

The  population  of  Persia  is  unknown,  but  10,000,000  is  usually 
considered  to  be  an  approximate  estimate.  The  languages  spoken  are 
many.  Persian  is  the  official  medium,  but  a  large  percentage  of  the 
population,  particularly  in  Khorassan,  know  only  Turkish.  Owing 
to  the  development  of  the  parcels  post,  a  small  but  increasing  trade 
is  being  opened  up  in  that  way. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  PERSIA. 


By  Ck>NsnL  Williak  F.  Doty,  Tabriz. 

The  trade  of  Persia  for  the  year  ended  March  20,  1907,  shows  an 
advance  of  nearly  16  per  centover  that  of  the  previous  year,  and 
marks  a  si^al  gain  over  that  of  the  year  1902,  the  year  preceding 
the  reorganization  of  the  customs  service  with  Belgian  officials  in 
charge. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  Persia  during  the  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Description. 

1900. 

1907. 

Increase. 

ImDorts 

$34,781,678 
26,882,900 

$38,796,680 
81,808,916 

$4,011,902 

Exports r - 

5,421,016 

— 

Total 

61,164,678 

70,697,496 

9,482,918 

The  following  statement  shows  the  approximate  trade  of  Persia 
with  the  several  countries  during  the  year  ended  March  20, 1907 : 


Countries. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Total. 


Russia 

British  Empire,  exclusive  of  India 

India 

Turkey 

France 

Austria , 

Afghanistan 

Germany , 

China 

All  other  countries 

Total 


120,020,000 

7,900,000 

4,060,000 

1,200,000 

2,160,000 

1,850,000 

670,000 

750,000 

110.000 

658,580 


120,290,000 
1,410.000 
1,900.000 
5,400,000 
1,800,000 


420,000 
140,000 
690,000 
858,916 


f40, 810,000 

9,810,000 

5,960.000 

6,600.000 

8.460,000 

1,850,000 

900,000 

890.000 

700.000 

1,007,49S 


88,798,680 


81,806,916 


70,697,496 
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RUSSIA  AND  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  CONTROL  PERSIAN  TRADE. 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Persia  is  with  Russia 
and  the  British  Empire,  including  India.  By  reason  of  proximity 
Russia^  holds  a  great  advantage  over  her  rivals,  and  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  she  controls  over  57  per  cent  of  the  trade  of  Persia. 
The  Russian  Government  was  most  successful,  some  six  years  ago,  in 
concluding  a  revision  of  the  Persian  customs  admimstration,  in- 
corporating provisions  which  enabled  her  to  easily  outstrip  other 
nations  through  the  levying  of  a  somewhat  heavy  import  duty  on 
cotton  piece  goods  and  textfles  in  general.  A  boxmty,  believed  to  be 
about  $175  per  ton,  favored  the  Russian  exporter  se^nff  a  Persian 
market.  The  policy  was  similar  in  regard  to  other  articles.  More- 
over, the  Russian  bank,  with  its  numerous  branches  in  Persia^oflfered 
advances  on  easy  terms  to  Persians  who  would  patronize  JRussian 
^oods.  Then,  too,  Russian  railways  approaching  the  Persian  fron- 
tier refused  goods  in  transit  from  other  coxmtnes  to  Persia,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  tea.  In  this  way  Russia  has  ^ined  a  great  ad- 
vantage over  other  nations  in  exports  to  Persia.  It  will  readily  be 
noted  that  Russia  can  supply  petroleum  from  the  Baku  fields,  near 
the  Caspian  Sea,  to  Persia  at  slight  cost  of  transportation;  also 
wheat  and  other  cereals  whenever  mere  is  a  shortage  of  these  crops 
in  northern  Persia.  A  considerable  trade  has  been  developed  in  the 
exportation  from  Russia  of  various  sorts  of  carriages,  notably  the 
phaeton,  and  also  large,  strong  wagons  and  carts.  Such  vehicles  are 
of  course  transported  at  very  slight  cost.  Some  Russian  furniture 
has  also  foimd  its  way  into  Persia,  but  by  far  the  greatest  export 
from  Russia  is  loaf  and  candy  beet  sugar.  France  has  recently  lost 
ground  in  this  article  of  export.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
goods  can  be  delivered  at  the  Persian  frontier  from  even  Moscow 
at  about  one-half  the  cost  for  transportation  of  those  coining  by 
caravan  from  Trebizond,  on  the  Black  Sea,  600  miles  to  Tabriz. 
Thus  far  all  attempts  at  sugar  manufacturing  in  Persia  have  proved 
failures;  singularly  enough,  the  mass  of  the  people  have  taken  strong 
exception  to  the  bleaching  process  in  which  burnt  blood  or  bone  is 
used. 

TEA  AND  SUGAR — MOSLEMS  IN  RUSSIA  AND  PERSIA. 

In  view  of  the  universal  habit  of  tea  drinking  in  Persia,  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  there  will  be  renewed  efforts  under  Russian  auspices 
to  manufacture  sugar  in  Persia.  Certainly  the  soil  is  adapted  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  beet  in  the  northern  and  central  sections  and  to 
sugar  cane  in  the  south,  especially  along  the  shore  of  the  Persian 
Gulf. 

Russia  has  in  Transcaspia  and  Transcaucasia  a  rather  large  popu- 
lation of  Tartars  who  are  Moslems,  and  whose  tastes  and  manner  of 
life  correspond  very  generally  to  those  of  the  people  of  northern 
Persia.  Hence  it  is  only  natural  that  these  sections  of  Russia  should 
buy  from  Persia  large  quantities  of  raisins  and  other  dried  fruits; 
raw  cotton,  which,  although  of  inferior  quality,  can  be  used  with 
superior  Russian  grades;  opium,  carpets,  rugs,  ^awls,  and  the  like; 
hides,  and  low-grade  wool. 
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In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  indicate  that  the  recent  Anglo- 
Russian  convention  will  undoubtedly  serve  both  countries  in  the 
adjustment  of  their  respective  interests. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  these  two  countries  have  divided 
Persia  into  three  zones  or  spheres  of  operation  and  influence,  of 
which  the  northern,  reaching  as  far  south  as  the  latitude  of  Ispahan, 
has  been  assigned  to  Russia,  and  the  southern,  starting  from  about 
the  latitude  of  Bender  Abbas,  has  been  relegated  to  Great  Britain, 
while  the  middle  section  is  open  to  exploitation  by  both  countries. 
Each  government  has  agreed  not  to  ask,  either  for  itself  or  for  any 
other  government,  commercial  concessions  in  the  zone  occupied  by 
the  other,  and  this  is  the  reason  why,  notwithstanding  the  nearness 
of  cotton  mills  at  Baku,  Transcaucasia,  textiles  from  Manchester  are 
still  greatly  appreciated  even  at  Tabriz,  where  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion and  other  charges  favor  the  Russian  article. 

From  India  tea  is  the  principal  import.  Bombay  serves  as  a  dis- 
tributing point  for  manufactured  goods  from  England  seeking  en- 
trance into  Persia.  Turkey's  trade  with  Persia  is  largely  a  transit 
one.  France  imports  silk  cocoons  from  Persia  and  exports  thereto 
sugar  and  silk  goods.  China,  England,  Turkey,  and  Russia  buy 
opium  from  Persia,  although  great  care  has  to  be  exercised  against 
adulteration. 

AMERICAN  TRADE  POSSIBILITIBS  IN  PERSIA. 

The  American  exporter  would  do  well  to  seek  the  Persian  market 
Instinctively  the  Persian  respects  the  American.  American  locks, 
keys,  bolts;  carpenters',  locksmiths',  and  silversmiths'  tools;  small 

Elows  and  other  agricultural  implements,  lamps,  small  motor  engines 
urning  crude  petroleum,  cotton-ginning  and  stocking-knitting  ma- 
chinery, possibly  small  windmills,  and  Sxoes  are  notably  the  articles 
that  would  readily  find  a  market  in  Persia.  From  Persia  Americans 
can  secure  the  best  grades  of  oriental  carpets  and  rugs  (guarding 
against  aniline  dyes),  nuts,  almonds,  raisins,  tragacanth,  sausage 
casings,  an  inferior  quality  of  wool  and  hides,  opium,  embroideries, 
^Id  and  silver  antiques,  turquoises  and  other  gems,  pearls  in  par- 
ticular. Recently  an  Austrian  and  also  a  German  house  have  been 
established  at  Tabriz,  and  they  appear  to  be  doing  well.  Some 
American  firms  with  courage  and  capacity  should  exploit  Persia. 

The  imports  into  Persia  from  the  United  States  are  given  as 
follows  for  the  fiscal  year  1907:  Drugs,  $1,469;  clothing,  $645;  kero- 
sene, $42,057;  enameled  ironware,  $1,535;  cotton  piece  goods,  $77; 
hardware,  $2,009;  furniture,  $259;  paper,  $622:  patent  and  dyed 
leather,  $104;  chemicals,  $992;  all  other  articles,  $479;  total,  $50,248. 
The  exports  from  Persia  to  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal 
year  1907  were  as  follows:  Nuts,  almonds,  etc.,  $19,504;  gums,  $63,- 
845 ;  carpets,  of  wool,  $197,145 ;  tobacco  leaves,  $692 ;  all  other  articles, 
$937;  total,  $281,623. 

TRADE  ROUTES  AND  COST  OF  TRANSPORTATION. 

Under  normal  conditions  cost  of  transportation  in  Persia  is  as 
follows : 

Trebizond  to  Tabriz,  about  45  days:  Imports,  $25  per  695  pounds; 
exports,  $8  per  camel  load  (about  520  pounds). 
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Tabriz  to  Teheran,  about  18  days:  By  mule  and  horse  27  cents, 
by  camel  25  cents,  by  wagon  20  cents,  per  10  pounds. 

Transportation  from  Trebizond  to  Teheran  is  done  by  native  mule- 
teers, whose  services  may  be  secured  at  Tabriz  or  Trebizond. 

From  Djoulfa  to  Tabriz,  about  4  days:  Imports  30  cents,  exports 
10  cents,  per  36  pounds.  Transportation  is  done  by  many  companies 
and  also  by  private  camel  drivers  and  caravan  conductors. 

Djoulfa  to  Urumiah,  via  Khoi:  Djoulfa  to  Khoi,  about  4  days: 
Imports,  $1.30  per  load ;  exports,  $1  per  load.  Djoulfa  to  Urumiah, 
about  12  days :  Imports,  $3  per  load ;  exports,  27  cents  per  36  pounds. 
The  weight  of  the  load  is  not  specified,  but  it  is  probably  500  pounds. 

From  Astara  to  Tabriz,  via  Ardabil:  Astara  to  Ardabil,  about  2 
days,  16  cents  per  36  pounds;  Astara  to  Tabriz,  about  7  davs,  $3  per 
432  pounds.  The  goods  are  shipped  from  Astara  to  Ardabil  on  the 
backs  of  horses  and  from  Ardabu  to  Tabriz  by  camels. 

From  Enzeli  to  Teheran,  via  Resht:  Enzeli  to  Resht,  about  from 
3  to  10  days,  accrrding  to  season  and  condition  of  road;  transporta- 
tion is  effected  partly  by  water  (as  far  as  Piri  Bazar)  and  partly  by 
land  (from  Pin  Bazar  to  Resht).  The  charges  vary  greatly j  accord- 
ing to  season  and  condition  of  road.  Resht  to  Teheran,  12  days  by 
fourgon  ^wagon),  14  days  by  caravan,  average  charges  by  wagon  or 
caravan,  $14.50  to  $20  per  650  pounds.  The  more  bulky  the  merchan- 
dise is  the  higher  are  the  rates  of  transportation. 

ROADS  BAD  IN  WINTER. 

From  Meshed-i-Ser  to  Teheran,  10  to  12  days  in  summer;  average 
charges  from  $14  to  $16  per  650  pounds.  In  winter  the  road  is  very 
bad,  and  consequently  the  amount  of  traffic  much  reduced.  Trans- 
portation is  effected  by  native  camel  drivers. 

Bender-Gez  to  Teheran,  about  8  days  via  Sari,  17  days  via  Sharud, 
and  12  days  via  Damghan.  Average  charges  via  Sari,  17  cents;  via 
Sharud,  12  cents,  and  via  Damghan,  8  cents  per  6.5  pounds. 

Askabad  to  Meshed,  via  Kutchan :  Askabad  to  Kutchan,  by  camel, 
8  to  10  days ;  by  mules  and  horses,  5  to  7  days,  and  by  wagons,  4  to  6 
days.  Average  charges :  By  camel,  $2.50  in  summer  and  $5  in  winter ; 
by  horses  and  mules,  $3  in  summer  and  $3.50  in  winter;  by  wagon,  $3 
in  summer  and  $3.50  in  winter,  per  650  pounds.  Askabad  to  Meshed, 
by  camel,  from  16  to  20  days;  by  horse  or  mule,  from  10  to  12  dajrs, 
and  by  wagon,  from  7  to  10  days.  Charges :  By  caravan,  45  cents  in 
summer,  $1  in  winter;  by  horses,  50  cents  in  summer  and  $1.20  in 
winter ;  by  wagon,  50  cents  in  summer  and  $1.50  in  winter. 

Nusdki-Suetta  to  Nostretabad,  Seistan,  and  Meshed:  Suetta  to 
Nusski,  1  day,  1  cent  per  75  pounds;  Nusski  to  Seistan,  30  days,  $2.40 
per  75  pounds ;  Seistan  to  Meshed,  30  days,  $2.40  per  75  pounds. 

Bender  Abbas  to  Kerman-Yezd:  Bender  Abbas  to  Kerman,  by 
camel,  30  to  35  days;  by  donkey,  20  to  25  days;  $16  in  summer  and 
$20  in  winter,  per  640  pounds.  Bender  Abbas  to  Yezd,  by  camel,  35  to 
50  days;  by  donkey,  30  to  35  days;  $20  in  summer  and  $25  in  winter, 
per  640  pounds. 

Bender  Abbas  to  Seistan,  by  camel  or  donkey,  not  less  than  30  days, 
$10  to  $12  per  520  pounds. 
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TWO  TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEMS. 

Bushire  to  Teheran,  via  Shiraz.  Two  systems  are  practicable  for 
the  route  from  the  coast  to  Shiraz:  (1)  Caravan  goods  go  direct 
from  the  coast  to  Shiraz;  (2)  the  muleteer  leaves  the  merchandise  at 
an  intermediary  station  ana  returns  to  the  coast  for  another  caravan; 
later  he  takes  all  the  merchandise  to  its  destination.  The  first, 
direct,  takes  14  to  15  days  and  the  second  30  to  35  days.  The  charge 
for  the  first  is  $1.35  and  for  the  second  $1.20  per  730  pounds.  The 
rates  apply  to  merchandise  in  bales;  other  merchandise,  sugar  ex- 
cepted, pays  higher  charges. 

Shiraz  to  Teheran,  ahSut  16  days:  Charges,  $1  per  730  pounds. 
Ispahan  to  Teheran :  By  mules,  16  days,  32  cents  per  13  pounds ;  by 
camels,  25  days,  22  cents  per  13  pounas.  The  time  from  Bushire  to 
Teheran  is  usually  between  60  and  90  days,  and  the  average  charges 
are  $30  to  $40  jper  640  pounds. 

Mohammerah  to  Teheran,  via  Karim :  Merchandise  is  sent  by  boat 
from  Mohammerah  to  Nassen-Ahwaz,  and  by  caravan  thence  to 
Teheran.  Mohammerah  to  Ahwaz,  2  days  going,  1  day  returning; 
Ahwaz  to  Teheran,  35  to  50  days;  Mohammerah  to  Ahwaz,  $32  per 
2,000  pounds;  Ahwaz  to  Teheran,  70  cents  per  13  pounds.  The  jour- 
ney from  Mohammerah  to  Teheran  can  usually  be  made  within  2 
months. 

Bagdad  to  Teheran,  via  Kermanshah :  Merchandise  is  transported 
by  boat  from  Mohammerah  to  Bagdad,  thence  by  caravan  to  Ker- 
manshah and  Teheran.  Mohammerah  to  Basra,  2  to  6  hours;  Basra 
to  Bagdad,  5  days  going  and  3^  days  returning ;  Bagdad  to  Kasr- 
Chirme,  6  days;  Kasr-Chirme  to  Kermanshah,  7  days;  Kerman- 
shah to  Teheran,  20  to  25  days.  On  account  of  traflSic  congestion  the 
average  time  for  goods  en  route  from  Basra  to  Bagdad  is  14  days. 
The  charges  are :  For  river  journey,  $6  per  1,000  pounds,  or  40  cubic 
feet,  at  the  choice  of  the  company ;  by  land,  $7  to  $13  per  520  pounds 
to  Kermanshah ;  Kermanshah  to  Teheran,  $10  to  $13  per  520  pounds. 
Total  time,  2  months ;  total  charges,  $40  to  $50  per  640  pounas. 

Carriage  by  steamers  of  the  British  India  Company,  Anglo- 
Algerian  Company,  West  Hartlepool  Company,  Hamburg- American 
Line,  etc.,  on  the  Shat-el-Arab  to  Basra ;  the  Tigris,  between  Basra 
and  Bagdad,  Turkish  steamers  leave  three  times  a  week,  and  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris  service  (Lynch  Brothers)  make  six  trips  each 
month.  From  Bagdad  to  Kermanshah  there  are  many  transporta- 
tion firms  and  agents. 

PARCELS  POST  IN  PERSIA. 

The  following  charges  on  parcels  post  in  Persia  cover  packages 
weighing  from  1  to  11  pounds;  packages  1  pound  or  less  are  subject 
to  ordinary  postal  charges. 


• 

From— 

To- 

Time  of 

transport 

(days). 

Charges. 

Djoulfa 

Tabrie 

Kesht 

6  to  16 
19 

*^S 

Enzell 

.70 

Ensell 

Teheran 

1  16 

Bushire 

Shiraz   

.60 

Bushire 

Ispahan 

1  70 

Bushire 

Teheran 

1.70 

Bender  Abbas 

Kerman 

1  15 
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Additional  charges  on  printed  matter :  On  newspapers,  magazines, 
or  other  printed  matter,  except  catalogues,  there  is  a  charge  of  about 
1  cent  on  entering  Persia,  aUowed  by  the  National  Postal  Conven- 
tion. 

PEBSIAN  GULF  PORTS  SHIPPING  RETURNS. 

British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company's  fast  mail  boats  ply 
between  Kurrachee  and  Basra,  touching  Bushire  and  Mohammerah 
once  a  week  going  and  returning,  seldom  taking  on  cargo  at  those 
places;  slow  mail  ooats  stop  at  Bender  Abbas,  Langah,  Bushire,  and 
Mohammerah  once  a  week,  returning  via  the  same  ports  except 
Linffah,  where  the  return  stop  is  made  only  twice  a  month. 

The  West  Hartlepool  Steam  Navigation  Company's  boats  from 
London  and  adjacent  ports  leave  about  once  a  month,  but  at  irregu- 
lar intervals,  touching  each  time  on  arriving  at  Bender  Abbas, 
Bushire,  and  Mohammerah,  and  occasionally  at  Lingah;  touching 
on  return  at  Mohammerah  and  Bushire;  the  port  of  Bender  Abbas  is 
touched  occasionally  when  notice  of  a  cargo  has  been  ^ven. 

The  boats  of  the  Bombay  and  Persia  Steam  Navigation  Company 
(Limited)  leave  Bombay  whenever  the  number  of  passengers  ana  the 
amount  of  cargo  warrant  the  voyage,  about  fifteen  voyages  being 
made  some  years,  or  a  trip  at  least  once  a  month,  on  the  average.  The 
ports  of  Bender  Abbas,  Bushire,  Lingah,  and  Mohammerah  are 
visited  on  arriving,  and  stops  are  made  at  the  same  ports  on  the 
return,  except  at  Lingah,  where  the  stop  is  unusual. 

A  regular  monthly  service  of  the  Hambure- American  Line  from 
Hamburg  stops,  arriving  and  returning,  at  Lingah,  Bender  Abbas, 
Bushire,  and  Mohammerah ;  Lingah  Being  rarely  visited  on  the  return 
trips. 

The  Anglo- Algerian  Steamship  Company's  boats  from  London 
make  irregular  voyages,  stopping  at  Bushire,  Bender  Abbas,  Moham- 
merah, and  occasionally  at  Lingah;  they  make  eighteen  voyages  a 
year  on  the  average. 

Vessels  of  the  Russian  Steam  Navigation  and  Commerce  Company, 
from  Odessa,  touch  at  Bender  Abbas,  Bushire,  Lingah,  and  Moham- 
merah, making  four  voyages  per  year. 

The  boats  of  Bucknall  Brothers,  from  London,  make  irregular 
voyages — about  nine  voyages  a  year — touching  at  Bushire,  Bender 
Abbas,  and  Mohammerah. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  ports  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  tonnage  and  flag  not  given, 
in  1906  and  1907: 


Ports. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bushire 

688 
282 
141 
841 

598 
262 
180 
842 

694 
282 
129 
826 

593 

Bender  Abbas 

202 

Mohammerah 

180 

Lingah....  ....> 

832 

Total 

1,452 

1,877 

1,431 

1,867 
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IMPORTS    BY    ARTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports,  by  articles,  into  Persia 
during  the  fiscal  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


1907. 


Articles. 


1906. 


Animal  materials,  raw... 

Candles 

Carriages 

Clothing 

Cotton  goods: 

Piece  goodso 

Thread 

Velvets  and  plushes.. 
Drugs  and  medicines  .... 
Dyes  and  colors 

Indigo  and  kermey  .. 

Enameled  ironware 

Flour 

Fruit 

Qlass  and  glassware 

Gold,  silver,  and   plati* 

num  (ingots) 

Haberdashery 

Hides: 

Raw 

Tanned 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bars,  sheet,  etc 

Cast  and  wrought .... 

Ingots,  etc 

Kerosene  oil 

Leather  manufactures — 
Linen  and  hemp  tinsues.. 
Live  stock 


9219. 1G4 

t275,920 

69,710 

218,380 

94,211 

74,376 

126,672 

187,810 

11,816,678 

12,988,630 

616,612 

741,277 

150,506 

144,377 

126, 146 

156,259 

192,690 

129,065 

154,865 

267,369 

144.662 

186,a=S3 

630.255 

577,644 

118,172 

168,044 

109.652 

117.469 

513,848 

18,891 

394,699 

482,727 

224,178 

185,271 

63,162 

96,792 

261,189 

810,945 

806,206 

286,096 

100,593 

107,470 

648,042 

663,151 

82,094 

90,156 

67,253 

104,688 

96,986 

296,493 

Matches 

Minerals 

Mirrors 

Paper,  ordinary 

Porcelain    and    faience 

ware 

Rice 

Rubber  shoes 

Shawls,  Indian 

Silks: 

Tissues,  pore 

Mixed,    cotton   and 

silk 

Specie,  gold  and  silver . . 

Spices 

Sugar 

Tea 

Thread,  hemp  and  flax . . 

Tobacco 

Wheat,  barley,  and  oaU. 

Wood.building 

Wool 

Woolen  goods: 

Cloth 

Mixed 

All  other  articles 

Total 


t891.778 
99.497 
87,098 
76,628 

129,418 
829,021 
80,476 
92,961 

127,484 

279,562 
841,176 
237,116 
9,120,678 
1,917.470 
132,321 
190.068 
147,916 
846,146 
411,987 

882.008 

499,224 

1,642,686 


1907. 


34,781,678 


{349,514 
14,9b6 

106.668 
109,648 

164,878 

251.498 

109,966 

76,275 

122,616 

839,611 
547,706 
248,397 
11,658,206 
1,532,647 
238.436 
188,282 
136,230 
152,  »46 
455.466 

976,640 

530.924 

2,066.799 


38,793,581 


«  rieco  goods  imported  in  1907  from  Dritish  Empire,  outside  of  India.  $6,271,054  ;  India. 
$928^72 :  Russia,  $5,230,705 ;  total,  $12,439,231 ;  leaving  for  all  other  countries— Italy 
and  France,  chiefly — $494,299.  The  exports  of  cotton  piece  goods  from  the  United  King- 
dom to  Persia  in  1906  and  1907  were  valued  at  $2,03§,233  and  $2,032,215,  respectively. 

EXPORTS  BY   ARTICLES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  exports 
from  Persia  during  the  fiscal  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Cereals:   Wheat,  barley, 

etc 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Textile 

Drugs 

Dyes  and  colors 

Pish 

Fruit 

Oums 

Hides: 

Raw 

Tanned 

Live  stock 

Opium 


1790,646 

8,672,646 
469,760 
197,863 
106,832 
8,686,878 
8,127,616 
806,664 

887,666 
264,816 
491,487 
779,606 


$1,666,213 

4,202,008 

439,064 

217, 175 

167, 104 

2,896,669 

4,962,668 

1,429,997 

1,128,627 
414,976 
605,477 

1,883,036 


Rice 

Rugs  and  carpets,  woolen , 

Cocoons 

Raw 

Tissues 

Tobacco,  raw , 

Wood 

Wool: 

Raw 

Tissues , 

All  other  articles , 

Total 


12,788,771 
8,876,375 

1,221,872 
168,218 
296,403 
144,186 
196,767 

1.189,181 

804,648 

1,601,080 


82,296,607 
4,850,810 

1,166,888 
879,768 
471.210 
205,728 
202,844 

1,843,481 

227.246 

1,929,886 


26,882,900 


81,806,916 


[Consul  Doty  transmitted  with  tlie  foregoing  report  the  names  of 
transportation  agents  in  Persia,  a  list  of  merchants  in  Tabriz  who 
might  become  interested  in  American  trade,  and  information  con- 
cerning shipping  in  the  Caspian  Sea,  which  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau 
of  Manufactures.] 
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TABRIZ. 
By  Ck>N8TJL  William  F.  Doty. 

The  city  of  Tabriz  stretches  out  from  northwest  to  southeast,  in- 
cluding suburbs  that  are  closely  joined  to  it,  over  a  distance  of  10 
miles,  while  from  east  to  west  the  width  is  at  its  greatest  about  3 
miles,  narrowing  down  to  less  than  2  miles  on  the  average. 

The  gardens  are  very  large,  well  ordered,  picturesque,  and  im- 
pressive. There  are  very  extensive  orchards  oi  almond  trees,  peaches, 
apricots,  nectarines,  apples,  and  plums.  Apricot  branches  are  grafted 
upon  almond  trees  with  excellent  results,  giving  a  fine  apricot  with- 
out appreciable  taste  of  the  almond,  but  with  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  apricots.  There  is  a  fruit  resembling  the  nectarine,  but  the  pulp 
has  the  taste  of  an  apricot  rather  than  that  of  a  peach,  the  skin  being 
yellow  like  that  of  a  plum  but  somewhat  more  velvety. 

A  blight  has  recently  damaged  the  almond  trees,  which  is  a  source 
of  serious  loss  to  the  community,  as  the  export  of  dried  almonds, 
especially  to  Russia,  is  ordinarily  a  lucrative  source  of  income. 

The  vineyards  produce  about  45  varieties  of  grapes,  most  of  which 
are  of  excellent  quality;  a  large,  long,  blue,  thick-skinned  grape  is 
suspended  in  cellars,  remaining  fresh  and  most  palatable  for  four 
months.  A  small,  seedless  grape,  very  sweet,  is  preferred  for  the  mak- 
ing of  raisins.  Most  of  the  other  varieties  have  very  large  clusters 
of  big  red-skinned  grapes,  excellent  for  sherbet  or  for  eating  fresh. 

Watermelons,  muskmelons,  squashes,  pumpkins,  eggplants,  oyster 
plants,  and  cucumbers  flourish,  and  are  of  very  fine  quality.  Re- 
markable to  relate,  cucumbers,  which  often  attain  a  weight  of  2^ 
pounds,  can  be  eaten  raw  with  or  without  the  skin,  ad  libitum,  con- 
stituting during  the  summer  months,  next  to  bread,  the  greatest  food 
source  of  the  common  people. 

In  the  orchards,  vineyards,  and  gardens  are  to  be  found  large 
reservoirs  of  water,  artificially  constructed  at  no  small  cost,  supplied 
by  underground  conduits,  reaching  back  to  the  hills  encircling  the 
citjr  and  even  to  the  lower  ranges  of  the  Sahand  Mountains.  These 
basins  contain  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  the  orchards  and  vineyards, 
and,  in  addition,  furnish  houses  and  small  gardens  in  the  heart  or 
the  city  with  water  about  two  or  three  times  a  month,  during  eight 
or  ten  hours  each  flow,  when  cisterns  are  replenished.  When  the 
water  is  turned  on  in  surface  drains  along  the  streets,  women  wash 
clothing  and  wool  washers  and  dyers  also  have  their  opportunity, 
causing  much  polluting  of  the  water,  yet  few,  save  foreigners,  boil 
the  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

THE  BAZAARS  OF  TABRIZ. 

But  Tabriz  is  not  only  famous  for  its  orchards,  vineyards,  and 
gardens,  but  much  more  so  by  reason  of  its  bazaars,  which  contain 
covered  streets  and  lanes,  caravansaries,  and  warehouses  which,  if 
arranged  in  a  straight  line,  it  is  estimated  would  extend  for  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  20  miles.  Many  of  the  warehouses  and  streets  are 
extremely  well  covered  with  high,  vaulted  roofs  of  brick,  lighted 
by  occasional  openings,  which  generally  admit  only  a  somber  Tight. 
It  is  always  interestmg  to  visit  the  bazaars,  where  are  to  be  foimd 
small  stores  displaying  a  great  variety  of  wares.  Some  of  the  rug 
depositories  have  an  assortment  valued  at  some  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  including  not  only  those  woven  at  Tabriz  and  vicin- 
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ity,  but  from  all  other  sections  of  ?ersia  and  from  distant  parts  of 
central  Asia.  The  silk  rugs  from  Yezd,  Kashan,  and  Resht,  beautifully 
woven  woolen  carpets  from  Kerman,  Sultanabad,  Persian  Kurdi- 
stan, Feraghan,  and  Meshed,  and  other  sections  of  Khorassan  afford 
a  never-ceasing  delight  to  connoisseurs  of  oriental  rugs. 

From  Kerman  there  are  fine  shawls  nearly  equal  in  quality  to 
those  of  Kashmir,  worn  freauently  in  the  form  of  long  coats  by 
Persian  officials  on  ceremonial  occasions.  Now  and  again  there  are 
verjr  attractive  embroidered  table  covers,  curtains,  and  wall  deco- 
rations from  Kashan,  Yezd,  or  Resht. 

Occasionally  one  finds  good  opportimity  to  secure  some  tiles  and 
porcelain  ware  for  which  Persia  was  formerly  famous;  old  vases  con- 
taining grotesque  designs  or  quotations  from  the  Koran,  casques, 
shields,  coats  of  mail,  spears,  oattleaxes,  and  swords  said  to  be  or 
Damascus  steel.  Undouotedly,  however,  considerable  quantities  of 
the  armor  and  coins  are  of  recent  fabrication.  The  goldsmiths  and 
silversmiths  are  very  clever  craftsmen,  and,  upon  order,  produce  some 
excellent  effects  in  designs;  they  are,  however,  excelled  by  others  at 
Ispahan,  who  produce  a  very  attractive  grade  of  filigree  work.  The 
Ispahan  work  can  be  procured  in  the  bazaars  at  Tabriz.  Miniature 
silver  spoons  are  conspicuous  souvenirs. 

SOME  OF  THE  THINGS  OFFERED. 

The  coppersmiths  do  a  flourishing  business,  especially  in  samovars 
and  other  cooking  utensils.  Shoemakers  are  kept  very  busy  in 
making  and  repairing  slippers,  ranging  in  price  from  about  30  cents 
to  $1.25,  the  leather  being  of  inferior  quality.  The  Imitting  of 
stockings  is  another  important  industry ;  each  family  has  a  traditional 
design.  Wool  ordinarily  is  the  material  used.  The  bazaars  also  con- 
tain cabinet  shops  where  furniture  is  made;  very  attractive  ward- 
robes, tables,  and  desks  are  made  of  polished  walnut.  There  is,  more- 
over, here  and  there  an  American  establishment  where  a  general 
assortment  of  haberdashery  and  notions  is  displayed ;  also  shoes  from 
Europe  and,  rarely,  from  the  United  States.  There  are  candy  stores 
in  great  abundance  in  the  bazaars  offering  a  tempting  variety  of 
sweetmeats,  for  the  Persian  is  very  fond  of  sweets. 

Bakeries  are  numerous,  in  which  flat  loaves  of  bread  and  cake  can 
be  had.  These  are  somewhat  supported  by  the  government,  which 
regulates  the  price  of  bread.  The  wheat  often  contains  rubbish  and 
stones,  due  to  thrashing  on  the  ground.  The  "  grit "  in  the  bread  is 
very  injurious  to  the  teeth.  The  mass  of  the  people  find  their  "  staff 
of  life  "  in  bread,  as  the  earnings  of  the  common  laborer  are  about  20 
cents  a  day.  and  there  are  many  days  upon  which  it  is  not  lawful  for 
him  to  work.  The  bazaars  also  contain  a  great  many  butcher  shops, 
where  cattle  are  slaughtered,  quartered,  and  the  pieces  laid  upon  tne 

f  round  or  suspended,  with  nothing  to  guard  against  contamination, 
he  government  frequently  intervenes  to  regulate  the  price  of  meat 
A  burning  lamp  in  the  middle  of  the  day  inoicates  a  considerable  fall 
in  prices.  Provision  shops  abound,  well  supplied  with  groceries  and 
a  tempting  assortment,  in  season,  of  fruits  and  melons. 

TEHERAN. 

Consular  Agent  John  Tyler  reports  that  carpets  and  rugs  were 
declared  for  export  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1908,  to  the  value  of  $76,966. 
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AUSTRAIiASIA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  Australasia  for  the 
year  1907,  with  some  statistics  of  later  date,  is  herewith  presented. 
The  facts  are  derived  partly  from  the  reports  of  United  States  con- 
suls in  Australasia  and  partly  from  official  reports  of  the  colonies, 
and  from  other  sources. 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  the  Commonwealth  for  1908,  as  trans- 
mitted by  cable,  was  $239,835,720,  a  considerable  decline  from  1907, 
when  the  figures  were  $252,563,466.  The  imports  in  1907  showed  an 
increase  of  $34,812,352  over  1906.  The  exports  in  1908,  unrevised, 
were  in  value  $313,592,394,  a  large  decrease  from  those  of  1907, 
which  aggregated  $354,785,540.  In  1907  the  exports  showed  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $15,406,716,  while  the  decline  in 
1908  was  more  than  twice  that  amount.  Australasia  has  been 
affected  by  the  general  stringency  in  the  money  markets  of  the 
world,  though  the  reports  show  the  Commonwealth  to  be  in  a  fairly 
prosperous  condition.  The  Manufacturers'  Association  of  Great 
Britain  sent  an  agent  to  AustraUa  and  New  Zealand  to  inquire  into 
conditions  of  trade  in  those  countries  with  a  view  to  increasing 
exports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  agent  reported  that  while 
both  countries  were  in  a  prosperous  condition  the  new  protective 
tariff  in  force,  and  the  general  feeling  in  favor  of  home  production, 
did  not  hold  out  a  very  great  promise  of  increased  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  same  may  be  said  to  some  extent  of  trade 
with  the  United  States. 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  AustraUa  and  Tasmania  for 
the  year  1908  were  in  value  $26,471,918;  for  1907,  $26,937,494;  and 
for  1906,  $28,239,929,  thus  showing  small  though  continuous  decUne. 
This  is  in  part  due  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  American  steamship 
line  between  the  Pacific  coast  and  AustraUa  and  New  Zealand.  The 
imports  from  AustraUa  and  Tasmania  in  1908  were  in  value  $11,502,- 
739;  m  1907,  $15,247,851;  and  in  1906,  $10,536,378.  The  exports 
to  New  Zealand  in  1908  were  in  value  $6,142,042  as  compared  with 
$6,224,168  in  1907  and  $3,531,895  in  1906.  The  imports  from  New 
Zealand  in  1908  were  $2,068,934  in  value;  in  1907,  $4,258,641;  and 
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in  1906,  $1,649,054.  The  imports  from  Australia  and  Tasmania  are 
largely  of  coal,  copper,  furs,  hides  and  skins,  and  wool.  The  exports, 
aside  from  tobacco,  lumber,  and  oil,  are  largely  of  manufactures.  As 
it  will  be  a  good  while  before  Australia  will  be  able  to  manufacture, 
even  under  her  highly  protective  tariff,  the  articles  which  her  people 
will  consume,  there  should  be  an  opportunity  for  a  considerable 
increase  of  exports  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding 
the  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

While  Australia  increases  very  slowly  in  population,  amounting 
only  to  500,000  since  federation,  in  1901,  yet  in  other  respects  it 
shows  comparatively  rapid  development.  Since  the  new  Common- 
wealth was  established  the  area  under  crops  has  increased  1,000,000 
acres,  while  there  has  been  an  increase  of  $7,000,000  in  the  returns 
from  agriculture,  nearly  $20,000,000  in  the  returns  from  manufactures, 
nearly  $30,000,000  in  the  returns  from  mineral  productions,  and 
$87,000,000  in  the  returns  from  pastoral  productions.  These,  with 
the  increase  in  deposits  in  savings  banks  and  in  other  financial  insti- 
tutions and  in  imports  and  exports,  show  well  for  a  commonwealth 
that  has  had  such  comparatively  small  increase  in  population. 

Everything  is  done  in  the  way  of  legislation  to  meet  the  views  of 
the  people  of  Australia  as  to  the  best  way  to  increase  trade  and  pro- 
duction. A  new  law,  approved  December  14,  1908,  provides  for  the 
payment  of  a  bounty  of  $2.91  a  ton  on  pig  iron  made  from  Australian 
ore,  on  puddled  bar  iron,  and  on  steel  made  from  AustraUan  pig  iron, 
between  January  1,  1909,  and  June  30,  1914;  and  of  10  per  cent  on 
the  value  of  galvanized  sheet  or  plate  iron  or  steel  made  from  Aus- 
tralian ore,  wire  netting  made  from  Australian  pre  and  from  wire 
manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom,  wire  made  from  Australian 
ore,  and  iron  or  steel  tubes  and  pipes  (except  riveted  or  cast)  when 
made  from  Australian  pig  iron  or  steel.  A  new  subsidized  steamship 
line  is  to  be  established  between  Melbourne  and  Fiji.  The  government 
owns  the  railroads,  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  and  various  other 
utilities  which  in  the  United  States  are  entirely  under  private  owner- 
ship. The  railroads  showed  increased  earnings  in  the  fiscal  year  1908 
of  a  Httle  over  2  per  cent,  but  the  net  revenue  was  $341,249  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  There  are  nearly  15,000  miles  of  railroad,  but 
with  no  less  than  five  different  gages  there  are  infinite  difi^culties  in 
the  way  of  interstate  traffic. 

Consular  Agent  Caldwell,  of  Brisbane,  reports  that  a  serious  hand- 
icap to  American  trade  in  that  port  is  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining 
the  freight  charges  from  New  York  City.  He  says  that  it  is  possible 
to  secure  such  rates  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  from  Germany, 
but  that  not  even  an  approximate  rate  can  be  obtained  from  New 
York. 
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Australia  has  provided  for  the  estabUshment  of  a  general  trade 
agency  in  London,  while  the  British  Government  has  sent  trade  com- 
missioners to  AustraUa  to  work  in  the  interest  of  British  manufactures 
in  the  Commonwealth.  A  congress  of  the  chambers  of  commerce  of 
the  British  Empire  is  to  meet  in  Sydney  in  September,  1909.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  made  to  bring  about  250  delegates  from  all 
parts  of  the  British  dominions,  which  shows  the  enterprise  of  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  seeking  to  extend  their  trade. 

A  new  law  has  been  passed  to  provide  for  the  revocation  of  patents 
similar  to  the  provision  of  the  new  British  law.  It  is  openly  an- 
noimced  that  one  of  the  patents  which  it  is  expected  to  revoke  is  that 
of  the  Westinghouse  Company  for  railroad  brakes.  The  yield  of  gold 
in  AustraUa  continues  to  decline,  and  in  five  years  shows  a  decrease 
from  4,491,301  oimces  to  3,085,610  ounces.  The  decrease  is  general 
throughout  AustraUa.  Enormous  beds  of  brown  coal  have  been  dis- 
covered in  Victoria,  and  are  now  being  made  use  of  by  a  new  process 
of  making  briquettes  and  by  use  of  a  new  furnace. 

New  Zealand  increases  slowly  in  population  exclusive  of  aborig- 
ines. In  1907  the  entire  population  was  942,000,  an  increase  of 
169,000  in  six  years.  The  government  of  that  country  not  only  runs 
the  railways,  telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  and  the  post-office,  but 
has  postal  savings  banks  and  a  fire,  life,  and  accident  insurance  com- 
pany. In  1894  a  compulsory  arbitration  act  was  passed  and  there 
were  no  strikes  in  New  Zealand  from  that  time  up  to  1907.  But 
wages  did  not  increase  along  with  the  cost  of  living,  and  that  led  to 
strikes  in  1907  in  which  the  employers  were  compelled  to  yield. 
The  pay  of  skillcki  help  is  much  less  than  in  the  United  States.  The 
government  builds  houses  for  rent,  buys  and  sells  coal,  and  does 
many  things  in  the  way  of  paternalism  without  seeming  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  workingmen.  The  exports  in  1908  were  largely 
reduced  from  those  of  the  previous  year,  though  the  imports  increased. 
This  has  led  to  trouble  in  the  money  market,  much  the  same  as  has 
existed  in  other  countries.  The  New  Zealand  government  has 
offered  a  $500,000  yearly  subsidy  toward  the  estabUshment  of  the 
so-called  All-Red  Route  of  fast  steamers  and  railroad  trains  from  the 
United  Kingdom  by  way  of  Canada.  Whenever  AustraUa  and  Canada 
agree  to  pay  their  share  of  the  subsidy  the  new  line  will  be  estabUshed, 
though  the  prospect  is  not  very  bright. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  New  Zealand  have 
decreased,  while  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  have  increased, 
due  in  part  to  the  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  to  the  stoppage  of  the  American  steamship  line  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  that  country* 
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REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  AUSTEAIIA. 

Prepared  in  the  Bt3reau  of  Manufactures  from  Australian  Official 

Sources. 

The  total  value  (provisional  figures)  of  foreign  imports  into  Aus- 
tralia, including  gold  and  silver,  m  1907  amounted  to  $252,563,466, 
and  of  domestic  exports  $354,785,540.  This  was  a  gain  in  imports 
of  $34,812,352  and  m  exports  of  $15,406,716  over  1906. 

The  items  of  import  showing  the  greatest  increases  were  of  apparel. 
$8,318,235;  machmes  and  machmery,  $3,613,223;  manufactured 
metals,  $3,557,519;  plate  and  sheet  iron,  $1,384,689;  railway  mate- 
rial, $1,398,175;  timber,  $1,347,212;  and  tea,  $1,323,698. 

Of  the  exports  wool  showed  a  gam  of  $30,396,456;  copper  ingots. 
$2,234,459;  ores,  $1,909,814;  lead,  $3,453,235;  coal,  $1,986,520;  and 
mutton  and  lamb,  $1,374,212.  There  were  decreases  shown  in  the 
shipments  of  timber,  tin  ingots,  leather,  potatoes,  wheat,  butter,  and 
apparel. 

The  articles  and  value  of  the  foreign  imports  and  domestic  exports 
for  the  years  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles* 


Imports. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1006. 


Agricultural  imptements 

Ale  and  beer 

Animals,  live 

Apparel 

Breadstufls: 

Barley 

Biscuits. 

Flour 

Oats 

Wheat 

Other 

Cement 

Coal 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Copper  ingots,  etc 

Cordage  and  twine 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Fish 

Fruit,  fresh  and  dried 

Furniture 

Glass  and  ^assware 

Hats  and  caps 

Ind  la-rubber  goods 

Iron  and  steel.  manulaotmBB  of: 

Bar,  rod,  blooms,  etc 

Machines  and  machinery  n.  e.  s. 

Pig  and  scrap 

Plate  and  sheet 

Railway  material 

Tin  plates 

Tools 

Lead 

Leather,  and  manulaotures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Manures 

Metals,  manufactures  of 

Oil:  Kerosene 

Ores 

Paints,  colors,  etc 

Paper,  all  kinds 

Pickles  and  preserves 

Potatoes 


$1,374,003 

1,871,242 

536,532 

52,014,779 

168,230 

44,446 

43,030 

133,562 

745 

571,380 

349,245 

66,630 

1,166,389 


2,542,552 
4,964,420 
1,184,493 
1,805,509 
1,072,489 
1,189,154 
1,568,468 
2,453,655 
1,792,097 

8,916,798 
9,822,018 
984,473 
5,203,136 
1,656,727 
1,257,906 
1,660,922 
43,696 

1,666,713 

1,853,105 

2,064.085 

15,566,989 

2,082,115 

98,744 

1.768,345 

4,839,291 

480,810 

10,731 


$1,902,837 

2,007,816 

512,024 

61,233,014 

240,060 

27,606 

18,362 

13,665 

2,316 

542,425 

247,865 

39,007 

1,441,165 


2,955,640 
5,538,116 
1,647,223 
1,975,796 
1,108,940 
1,435,608 
1,976,405 
2,680,887 
1,902,972 

5,211,992 
13,435,241 
1,125,758 
6,587,825 
3,054,902 
1,210,683 
1,341,201 
31,340 

1,753,818 
1,771,286 
1,898,891 
19,124,606 
2,430,676 

142,468 
2,167,720 
5,478,054 

556,066 
4,643 


$240,036 

5,422 

1,503,374 

202,847 

2,735 

226,677 

5,921,686 

88,293 

23,912,996 

233,668 

16,605 

4,360,661 

5,699 

14,590,132 

31,963 

362,982 

19,355 

121,940 

837,773 

40,660 

84,400 

8,137 

161,802 

24,747 

141,392 

1,791 

40 

1,168 


3,105 
4,006^226 

118,738 

2,708,047 

880,711 

126,965 


5,871,400 

15,753 

1,114 

7,844 

418,850 


$173,486 

8,721 

1,788,303 

160,885 


223,874 

6,308,483 

202,418 

23,967,665 

223,772 

10.707 

6,337,181 

2,511 

16,824,501 

48,215 

853,177 

47,444 

100,052 

1,614,136 

82,168 

76,801 

15,801 

206,370 

10,203 

226,860 

18,680 

161 

8,455^ 


4,467 
7,680,400 

140,735 

2,408,681 

518, 84S 

156,001 


7,281,214 

22.858 

l.lia 

4,020 

265,780 
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Articles. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


Provisions: 

Dairy  products— 

Butter 

Cheese 

MUk,  preserved 

Ifeat  products- 
Beef,  preserved 

Meat  preserved  in  tins. . 

Mutton  and  lamb 

Babbits  and  bares 

Tallow 

Rice 

Shells,  pearl 

Skins  and  hides 

Soap 

Spirits  and  wines: 

Brandy 

Gin,  etc 

Whisky 

Wine 

Other 

Sugar 

Tea 

Timtier 

Tin  Ingots 

Tobacco,  oigais,  and  cigarettes: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Tobacco 

Wool 

AU  other  articles 


Total 

Bullion  and  specie: 
Gold- 
Bullion 

Specie 

SUver— 

Bullion,  etc. 
Specie 


Grand  total. 


115,247 
56,126 
908,726 


H623 
60,607 
818,778 


100,678 


91,373 


9,495 

1,209,826 

46,138 

1,223,833 

386,800 

698,645 

573,041 

2,384,386 

516,496 

718,160 

2,140,852 

4,288,044 

6,469,798 

1,981 

648,262 

270,330 

2,096,811 

37,657 

48,802,825 


11,976 
1,379,335 

37,409 

1,436,110 

496,626 

720,558 

386,907 

2,821,505 

579,683 

862,451 

378,235 

6,612,642 

7,817,010 

1,348 

639,374 

239,014 

2,884,881 

150,438 

59,385,456 


915,759,206 

82,421 

1,572 

2,114,275 
865,478 
5,329,402 
2,391,564 
4,275,717 


$14,066,711 
57,099 
2,745 

2,801,800 
735,060 
6,703,614 
2,300,959 
4,949,514 


1,032,876 

13,222,364 

222,471 

82,873 


1,226,665 

13,734,163 

230,877 

10,414 


24 

446,288 

40,484 

40,226 

.^. .......... 

24 

683,163 
50,210 
63,753 

4,818,132 
6,685,206 

827 

1,698 

193,893 

110,205,635 

30,385,862 


3,736,412 
6,462,520 

302 

4,326 

324,905 

140,602,091 

28,256,356 


206,360,341 


10,147,621 
393,165 

164,959 
095,028 


243,678,308 


7,099,731 
53,505 

2,424 
1,829,498 


263,514,920 


24,136,726 
47,942,608 

3,784,570 


303,039,064 


19,657,444 
26,293,210 

5,795,802 


217,751,114 


252,563,466 


339,378,824  354,785,540 


SHIPMENTS  OF   BUTTER,  FLOUR,  WHEAT,  AND  WOOL. 

Butter,  flour,  wheat,  and  wool  were  exported  to  the  following  coun- 
tries: 


Countries. 


Butter. 


Flour. 


Wheat. 


Wool 


United  States 

Belgium 

Canada 

Cape  Colony 

Ceylon 

China 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Prance 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Islands  In  the  Pacific. 

Japan 

Natal 

Philippine  Islands 

Straito  Settlements... 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries. . . 


Total. 


165,100 
378,079 
26,280 
65,450 
225,548 


$43,940 


8286,530 

86,191 

228,906 

764,425 


4,402 

75, 173 
44,291 
81,457 
475,097 
112,125 
124,807 
12,354,545 
84,258 


3,176,199 


945,186 
204,455 
18,691 
760,700 
681,057 
707,594 
865,879 
1,159,960 


17,138,972 
1,810,809 


83,967,434 

16,629,770 

57,926 


504,136 

4,214 
14,016 
80,318 

'34;d87,'798 
20,037,294 

4,312 
247,612 
393,057 

"■2;344,'639 

62,942,343 
534,902 


14,066,711 


6,308,483  123,367,585 


140,602,091 
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The  total  value  of  the  inward  mterstate  trade  in  1907  amounted  to 
$226,999,343,  of  which  $194,481,322  represented  products  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  $32,518,021  the  products  of  foreign  coimtries.  In 
1906  this  trade  was  valued  at  $209,431,439,  of  which  articles  worth 
$182,439,591  were  the  products  of  the  Commonwealth  and  $26,991,848 
of  foreign  coimtries.  The  inward  trade  in  1907  was  distributed 
among  the  several  states  as  follows:  New  South  Wales,  produce  of 
other  states,  $79,060,289,  and  of  other  countries,  $10,746,147;  Vic- 
toria, $50,153,566  and  $3,851,134;  Queensland,  $14,514,054  and 
$7,059,097;  South  Australia,  $31,140,257  and  $4,402,679;  Western 
Australia,  $12,628,173  and  $1,657,194;  and  Tasmania,  $6,980,118  and 
$4,796,905. 

IMMIGRATION  AND  VISITORS — ^REVENUES, 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  arrived 
in  or  departed  from  the  Commonwealth  of ^  Australia,  distributed 
according  to  the  countries  whence  they  arrived  or  to  which  they 
departed,  during  1906  and  1907: 


Countries. 


United  States. 
Canada 


China.. 

British  possessions,  n.  e.  s . 

France 

Oermany 


Italy. 

Japan 

New  Caledonia 

South  Sea  Islands. . 

Spain 

United  KInpdom. . , 
All  other  countries . 


Total I     84,164 


Arrivals.         | 

Departures. 

1900.     ; 

1907.      ' 

1906. 

1907. 

682 

309) 

1,314 

1.070 

875  I 

1,554  ! 

997 

1,508 

22 

5 

53 

29 

32,129 

40,628 

31,294 

33,910 

1,658 

2,200 

2,080 

2,058 

361 

432 

454 

556 

1,914 

1,984 

1,322 

1,519 

340 

375 

580 

704 

1,630 

1,544  , 

478 

531 

397 

510 

2,219 

2,9« 

2 

122  1 
17,194 

4 
9,«74 

12,674 

10,484 

1,480 

1,781 

880 

806 

51,299  I 


56,124 


The  total  net  revenue  from  customs  and  excise  duties  in  1907 
amounted  to  $52,790,099,  an  increase  of  $7,770,088  over  1906. 


METALS  AND  WOOL. 

By  Consul-general  John  P.  Brat,  Sydney. 

INCREASE   IN  IMPOSTS   OF  METAL  QOODS  AND  MACHINEBY. 

The  total  value  of  metal  goods  and  hardware  (not  including  ma- 
chinery) under  twenty-nine  principal  headings,  imported  from  Eng- 
land, rose  from  $13,047,786  in  1905  to  $17,083,545  in  1906  and 
$22,769,141  in  1907.  The  increase  in  two  years  was  thus  nearly 
$10,000,000,  or  nearly  75  per  cent.  Among  the  principal  lines  are  iron 
bars,  rods,  angles,  etc.,  which  amounted  to  $1,330,821  in  1907  against 
$951,721  m  1906;  rails,  $2,443,576  against  $806,441 ;  galvanized  iron, 
$5,351,450  against  $4,201,107;  tubes,  pipes,  and  fittings,  $1,651,129 
against  $1,333,156;  steel  bars,  angles, etc.,  $955,064  agamst  $649,384, 
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and  copper  goods,  $1,191,533  against  $629,101.  Wire  manufactures 
rose  from  $1,363,198  in  1905  to  $2,204,465  in  1907.  The  following 
are  the  quantities  of  some  of  the  leading  metal  goods  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  1907: 


Articles. 


Tods. 


Gaiyanked  Iron 

Tin  plates 

Pig  iron 

Iron  bars,  angles,  etc 

Rails 

Wire 

Wire  manufactnres 

Iron  plates 

Tubes  and  pipes  and  fittings,  wrought. . 


68,152 
14,639 
80,863 
34,204 
73,688 
4,667 
20,193 
18,358 
19,009 


Articles. 


Tubes  and  pipes  and  fittings,  cast. 

Nails,  screws,  and  rivets 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Bedsteads 

Steel  bars,  angles,  etc 

Copper  manulactures 

Hardware., 


Tons. 


4,333 
3,240 
3,970 
1,734 
18,009 
2,156 
4,181 
Cutlery,  value I    $657,206 


Machineiy  imports  from  England  in  1907  show  increases  under 
every  heading  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  aggregate 
value  of  machinery  rose  from  $3,341,732  in  1905  to  $5,547,207  m  1906 
and  $6,077,455  in  1907,  the  value  last  year  being  nearly  double 
that  of  two  years  previous.  The  kinds  and  values  of  the  machinery 
imported  from  England  during  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles.                         '     Value. 

Articles.                               Value. 

Steam  engines: 

Locomotive $252,386 

Agricultural 1       198,441 

Other '    1,175,878 

Not  steam  or  electrical— Continued.      , 

Mining '       $354,763 

Textile \        149,479 

Other ,      3,662,622 

Not  steam  or  electrical: 

Agricultural 248,099 

Sewing  machines 35,787 

1 

Total 6,077,456 

i 

WOOL  MABKET. 


The  last  wool  sale  in  Australia  for  the  year  1907  was  held  on  De- 
cember 20  and  was  very  firm  for  the  best  merino,  comeback,  and  fine 
crossbed.  The  following  table  shows  the  total  offerings  and  sales 
(which  are  by  auction)  of  wool,  in  bales,  in  Australia  from  July  1 
to  December  20,  1907,  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year: 


1906. 


Markets. 


Offered. 


BaUs. 

Victoria 297,966 

Sydney 368,837 

Adelaide ,    109,304 

Brisbane I     53,007 

Total 829,114 


1907. 


Sold.       Offered. 


BaUa, 
285,179 
368,266 
102,396 
47,016 


Bales. 
853,653 
438,000 
121, 157 
67,605 


Sold. 


BaUa. 
318,573 
385.000 
109,020 
57,813 


802,857  I    980,415  '      870,406 
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The  increase  in  sales  is  thus  about  68,000  bales,  as  compared  with 
the  sales  to  the  end  of  1906.  The  followiiLg  is  an  estimate,  compiled 
from  trustworthy  figures,  of  the  number  or  bales  likely  to  be  offered 
for  sale  during  Januar^r  and  February,  which  will  practically  dose 
the  season,  compared  with  the  same  two  mon^  in  1907: 


1907  (actual). 


Marketi. 


BaUt. 

Melbourne 61,000 

Oeelong 19,000 


Sydney. 

Adelaide. 

Brisbane. 


Total 367,000 


4H874 


It  is  anticipated  that  the  season  will  end  with  a  decrease  of  about 
120,000  bales  in  the  production  in  comparison  with  last  season. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

By  Gonsul-Gbnbral  John  P.  Brat,  Stdnby. 

The  total  trade  of  New  South  Wales  in  1907  amounted  to 
$429,277,003,  of  which  $192,013,573  were  imports  and  $237,263,430 
were  exports.  In  1906  the  total  trade  amoimted  to  $395,424,351,  the 
imports  being  valued  at  $173,326,825  and  the  exports,  $222,097,526. 
Of  the  trade  in  1907,  $101,517,655  represented  imports  oversea  and 
$160,079,006  exports  oversea,  tne  balance  being  interstate. 

The  imports  rrom  the  United  States  and  possessions  in  1907  were 
valued  at  $11,513,000,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $3,036,219,  and  the 
exports  thereto  amotmted  to  $5,466,262,  a  decrease  of  $10,097,142 
from  the  previous  year. 

The  values  of  the  imports  and  exports  from  and  to  the  several 
coimtries  during  1907  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 


United  States  and  pos- 
sessions  

Belgium , 

British  Empire 

China 

France 

Oermany 


Imports. 


$11,513,000 

2,454,020 

167,306,233 

190,608 

713,998 

5,836,953 


Exports. 


$5,466,202 
17,186,054 
164,606,805 
1,057,821 
21,782,269 
17,935,835 


Countries. 


Imports. 


Italy 

Japan 

New  Caledonia.... 
South  Sea  Islands. 
All  other  countries 

Total 


$890,277 

1,144,490 

109,605 

700,711 

1,444,609 


192,013,873 


Exports. 


$706,669 

2,165,523 

689,248 

682,585 

4,914,709 


237,263,430 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES   AND  POSSESSIONS. 

The  principal  exports  to  the  United  States,  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Hawaii  in  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUcles.                         |     Value. 

UNITKD  8TATKS. 

AmmonU  milph^te ,.,.,.. 

129,690 
2,104 

235»M6 
7,117 

488  t 

7,865  1 

10,420  1 

n,686  : 

7,592  1 

5,208,434 

40,795  ' 

136,475 

913,918  , 

1 

1 

1,658 
394,213 

FHiurpiNB  ISLANDS— continued.    ' 
CMin^  goo'is 

$15,530 
ino  AM 

Bark 

Coal  and  ooke 

Fruit 9;i46 

Merchandise 58,241 

Potatoes 19,760 

Provisions: 

Glue  stock 

OU: 

Co<M)amit 

Other 

Butter 

5,057 
27,806 
12,390 

Onkms. 

Meat,  frosen 

Ore: 

Other 

AntiTiwny 

Sleepers 

137,056 
9,852 

CoDDcr./. 

Timber 

seecb..!^::;."::::::::::::::::::::::: 

HAWAn. 

Ammonia  sulphate ......  r ...  ^ 

Skins  and  pelts 

Timber 

Tin 

116,368 
4,742 
11,506 
3,908 
4,490 

Wool 

Canned  goods'^ 

Meat,  frozen 

Merchandise 

Onions. . .'. 

BreadstafEs: 

Bran 

Floor 

CEOPS,  MINERALS,  AND  EEVENUES. 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  New  South  Wales  produced 
9,155,884  bushels  of  wheat;  4,528,540  bushels  of  com;  851,776 
bushels  of  oats;  367,800  tons  of  hay;  277,390  tons  of  sugar  cane; 
778,500  gallons  of  wine ;  490,549  hundredweight  of  tallow ;  60,030,347 
pounds  of  butter;  4,667,217  pounds  of  cheese;  and  10,368,036  pounds 
of  bacon  and  hams. 

The  total  value  of  the  mineral  production  in  1907  was  $50,102,029, 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $1 1,594,796,  made  up  as  follows: 
Gold  worth  $5,113,378;  silver,  silver  lead  and  ore,  $19,056,951;  cop- 
per, $3,541,712;  tin,  $1,407,369;  coal,  $14,221,952;  and  all  other, 
$6,760,667. 

At  the  end  of  1907  there  were  in  the  state  578,326  horses,  753,116 
dairy  cows,  1,993,277  other  cattle,  44,531,839  sheep,  and  216,145  pigs. 

During  the  year  ended  Jime  30,  1908,  only  20  miles  of  new  railway 
were  opened  for  traffic.  The  total  mileage  in  the  state  at  that  time 
was  3,473.  These  railways,  owned  and  operated  by  the  state,  repre- 
sent an  expenditure  of  $222,318,675.  The  cost  of  the  tramways 
aggregated  $17,893,586.  The  gross  revenue  from  railways  and  tram- 
ways was  $29,199,000.  The  cost  of  the  whole  of  the  reproductive 
Eublic  works  of  the  state  was  $308,925,425,  and  the  total  net  returns 
•om  these  imdertakings  gave  interest  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
4.8  per  cent.  The  receipts  from  taxation  and  reproductive  worWk 
during  the  year  amoimted  to  $68,106,777,  and  the  expenditures 
amounted  to  $64,189,155,  leaving  a  good  surplus  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  The  total  receipts  for  the  current  year,  including  the 
accumulated  surplus,  was  estimated  at  $71,795,474  and  the  expend- 
itures at  $70,316,058.  The  sum  of  $583,980  is  to  be  devoted  to  new 
schools  and  teachers'  residences,  and  the  agricultural  college  and 
fanners  are  to  receive  $114,362. 
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At  the  close  of  1907  there  were  4,387  estabUshments  m  the  state, 
riving  employment  to  87,194  persons,  agamst  77,822  m  1906.  Of 
these  persons  employed,  66,667  were  males  and  20,527  females. 

During  the  year  3,238  vessels,  of  6,070,953  tons,  entered  New  South 
Wales  ports,  while  3,205  vessels,  of  6,009,282  tons,  cleared.  Of  the 
entries,  813,934  represented  sail  tonnage  and  5,257,019  steam.  Of 
the  clearances,  780,813  represented  sail  tonnage  and  5,228,469  steam. 


EXPORTS   FROM   SYDNEY. 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  principal  exports  from 
Sydney  for  the  nrst  nine  months  of  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Breadstufis: 

Flour centals. 

Wheat do... 

Copper Ingots. 

Hiaes number. 

Hoofs  and  horns hundredweight  (112  pounds). 

Horns number . 

Leather packages. 

Provisions: 

Beef,  f roien pieces . 

Butter .Doxes. 

Hares  and  rabbits pairs. 

Meat,  preserved cases. 

Mutton,  frozen carcasses. 

Tallow casks. 

Shale tons. 

Skins packages. 

Timber superficial  feet . 

Tin ingots. 

Wool bales. 

Gold  and  silver: 

Gold- 
Bullion value. 

Coin do. . . 

Silver do. . . 


1907. 

1908. 

628,265 

151, 3U 

2,871,440 

145,116 

1,206,120 

1.283.013 

120.701 

213,979 

10,505 

9.74S 

707,  (KO 

766,284 

6,428 

7,483 

11,936 

2,078 

265,715 

197.729 

5,011,323 

4,942, 4  X) 

40,501 

56,581 

709,543 

438.931 

24,615 

19,767 

5,0S0 

10,753 

27,673 

18.7C6 

14,180.231 

12,037,538 

92,042 

79,167 

466,000 

389,276 

$4,637,745 

<3, 801, 895 

16,060,030 

$10,973,909 

S2. 712, 368 

82,849,069 

NEWCASTLE. 

By  Consul  Frederic  W.  Coding. 

Newcastle  City,  with  its  suburbs,  contains  over  70,000  peraons,  who 
are  dependent  on  mercantile  and  industrial  pursuits  for  a  livelihood. 
The  largest  mining  interests  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  are  located 
hete,  while  the  environs  are  devoted  to  agriculture  and  grazing. 
Millions  of  sheep  and  thousands  of  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs  are  taken 
to  the  markets  through  this  port.  It  is  a  great  railroad  center,  where 
thousands  of  men  are  employed  and  where  the  shippin^:  of  all  nations 
pays  annual  visits,  taking  away  cargoes  of  coal,  gram,  uye  stock,  and 
produce.  Many  vessels  flying  the  American  flag  visit  this  port. 
As  a  large  percentage  of  the  wants  of  the  people  must  be  supplied  by 
foreign  countries,  the  market  is  one  of  importance.  Naturally,  there 
is  a  strong  prejudice  in  favor  of  British-made  goods,  but  it  is  not  so 
strong  that  it  can  not  be  overcome,  to  a  large  degree,  by  proper 
methods. 

A  marvelous  change  has  occurred  of  late,  so  that  while  a  few  years 
ago  American-made  goods  were  seldom  seen,  now  they  are  preferred 
in  many  cases.  Throughout  this  consular  district  one  may  now 
purchase  agricultural  implements,  mining  machinery,  tools  of  trade, 
electrical  engines  and  supplies,  steam  engines,  motor  cars,  bicycles. 
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all  manner  of  cotton  goods,  the  best  grade  of  hats,  books,  candies, 
boots  and  shoes,  and.  every  variety  of  notions,  all  bearing  American 
marks;  also  canned  goods,  furniture,  oils,  paper,  and  milhons  of  feet 
of  lumber.  A  large  proportion  of  this  trade  has  been  built  up 
within  the  last  few  years,  and  it  is  growing  in  volume  every  year. 

It  was  threatened  by  the  introduction  of  new  tarifp  legislation, 
which  for  a  time  caused  considerable  anxiety,  as  it  appeared  from 
the  radical  changes  made  that  American  trade  would  suffer,  but  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  items  imder  the  new  tariff  scheme  shows  that 
the  duty  on  but  few  of  the  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  States 
has  been  materially  changed,  which  fact  has  allayed  the  apprehen- 
sion felt. 

With  an  American  bank  established  in  one  of  the  commercial 
centers  of  this  coimtry,  competent  to  transact  business  with  American 
cities  direct  as  well  as  with  European  centers;  with  live,  intelligent, 
well-trained  men  here  to  personally  represent  American  interests; 
promptness  in  the  deliverv  of  goods;  ana  with  an  established  reputa- 
tion for  fair  and  honorable  business  dealings.  American  trade  witk 
Australia  would  advance  with  leaps  and  boimos. 

EBVBNUES,  DEBT,   ASSETS,  AND  TAXATION. 

The  year  opened  with  a  credit  balance  of  $4,480,000,  the  revenue 
being  $67,030,000,  and  the  expenditures  $71,510,000.  On  June  30, 
1906,  the  public  debt  stood  at  $428,205,000.  During  the  year  stock 
was  sold  to  the  amount  of  $14,130,000,  but  stock  amounting  to 
$14,300,000  was  redeemed,  leaving  the  debt  at  $428,035,000,  with 
over  $3,500,000  cash  on  hand.  Capitalizing  the  net  returns  from  the 
railways  and  tramways,  water  and  sewerage  works,  harbor  works, 
and  resumptions  on  a  3i  per  cent  basis,  and  adding  tne  cash  in  hand, 
there  are  now  assets  wortn  $458,970,000,  as  against  the  debt. 

The  estimated  revenue  for  1908  was  $63,995,000,  and  the  estimated 
expenditure  $59,745,000. 

There  are  several  proposals  for  remission  of  taxation,  the  principal 
of  which  is  with  respect  to  the  income  tax.  In  future  the  exemption 
will  be  $5,000  on  all  incomes  earned  by  individual  effort,  in  lieu  of 
the  $1,000,  as  heretofore.  The  next  taxes  remitted  are  various 
stamp  duties,  which  will  include  stamps  on  receipts,  checks,  promis- 
sory notes,  and  bills  of  exchange.  In  various  ways  the  government 
is  remitting  revenue  this  year  to  an  aggregate  amount  of  $2,750,000, 
and  next  year  to  a  larger  amount. 

THE   MINEBAL  INDUSTRY — GOLD,   SILVER,   AND   OTHER  METALS. 

The  value  of  the  mineral  output  for  1907  was  $52,886,890,  being 
much  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  state,  and  exceeds  that  of  the 

Erevious  year,  which  constituted  a  record,  by  $12,038,765.  This 
rings  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  minerals  produced  to  the  end  of 
1907  up  to  $915,688,800.  It  is  estimated  that  43,758  persons  were 
employed  in  and  about  the  mines  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  1,212 
over  last  year.  The  gold  production  during  the  year  was  247,363  fine 
ounces,  valued  at  $5,253,650,  a  decrease  of  6,624  fine  oimces,  valued 
at  $140,680,  under  1906. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  silver,  silver  lead,  concentrates,  etc.. 
was  $19,579,730;  lead  (pig  and  matte),  $1,870,910;  zinc  (spelter  and 
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concentrates),  $2,683,100;  a  total  of  $24,133,740;  being  an  excess 
over  1906  of  $8,349,425.  The  total  production  of  the  silver-lead 
mines  up  to  the  end  of  1907  was  $244,768,905. '  The  number  of  men 
employed  was  10,021. 

The  value  of  the  copper  output  was  $3,638,879,  a  decrease  from  the 
previous  year  of  $308,765,  but  largely  in  excess  of  that  for  any  other 
year.  The  tin  and  tin  ore  produced  was  valued  at  $1,466,525,  an 
mcrease  of  $187,805  over  the  previous  year.  The  coal  mined  was 
8,657,924  tons,  valued  at  $14,612,095,  exceeding  that  for  the  previous 
year  by  1,031,562  tons  and  $2,925,960  in  value.  The  coal  shipped 
amounted  to  5,743,057  tons,  valued  at  $13,311,090,  or  781,967  tons 
and  $2,908,090  in  value  in  excess  of  that  for  1906.  The  oversea 
shipments  were  3,364,483  tons,  valued  at  $8,381,310.  The  exports 
to  Australasian  ports  amounted  to  2,379,024  tons,  valued  at 
$4,929,780,  which  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  118,934  tons 
and  $535,225  in  value. 

Consequent  on  the  increased  activity  in  metalliferous  mining  and 
the  startmg  of  iron  smelting,  the  output  of  coke  was  considerablv 
increased.  The  quantity  produced  amoimted  to  254,609  tons,  val- 
ued at  $796,580.  The  kerosene  shale  produced  amounted  to  47,331 
tons,  valued  at  $160,275. 

The  value  of  the  other  minerals  mined  during  1907  was  $722,740. 

THE   CROPS — COAL  TRADE. 

Insufficient  rainfall  seriously  affected  agricultural  crops,  the  yields 
not  being  profitable.  The  returns  for  some  of  the  principal  crops,  in 
bushels,  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  21,817,938;  com,  5,763,000;  oats, 
1,404,554;  barley,  152,739;  rye,  94,755;  potatoes,  114,856  tons;  hay, 
621,846  tons;  sugar  cane,  221,560  tons;  and  from  vines,  1,140,000 
gallons. 

In  1906  the  quantity  of  coal  exported  exceeded  that  of  1905  by 
514,217  tons,  and  agam  1907  figures  show  an  increase  over  1906  of 
570,595  tons,  with  an  increased  value  of  $2,164,875.  The  increased 
tonnage  in  two  years  amoimts  to  1,084,812  tons.  Both  interstate 
and  foreign  trade  showed  increases,  the  greatest  in  any  one  direction 
being  that  with  the  United  StateSj  of  450.000  tons.  The  avera^ge  of 
last  year's  shipments  has  been  mamtainea  up  to  the  time  of  writing, 
and  all  collieries  are  being  fully  worked.  The  mines  of  the  Maitlana 
subdistrict  are  being  rapidly  aeveloped,  from  this  source  the  excess 
quantities  being  obtained,  and  are  capable  of  much  greater  expansion. 
The  total  exports  of  coal  in  1907  reached  4,546,250  tons,  valued  at 
$10,081,935.  compared  with  3,978,655  tons,  valued  at  $7,917,060, 
in  1906.    Tne  leading  coimtries  of  export,  exclusive  of  Australia,  were : 


Cotmtiies.  I    Tons.  Countries. 


NewZealMd 338,721 

ChUe 736,837  i 

Peru 08,952' 

Hawaiian  Islands '  113,376  i 

PhUippine  Islands ;  351,756; 

UnitedStates I  658,663  | 

Hongkong 71,212 

I 


Straits  Settlements. 


76,346 


Cajpe  Colony !        13,4 


Fiji  Islands 
India.. 
Java. . . 
ICezloo. 
Canada 


66,430 
73,479 
46,10 
42,696 

ii,a» 
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The  increased  demand  for  coal  has  led  to  better  facilities  at  this 
port  to  meet  the  situation.  The  price  of  coal  throughout  the  year 
was  maintained  at  $2.43  per  ton  for  the  best  screened  quality,  which 
rate  was  raised  to  $2.67  on  January  1,  1908^  second  grade  was 
quoted  at  $2.49,  and  third  grade  at  $1.06.  This  mcrease  in  the  value 
for  1908  will  be  approximately  $950,000. 

IMPOETS   AND   EXPORTS. 

The  increase  in  imports,  including  interstate  transfers,  in  1907,  was 
$688,875  over  the  preceding  year.  A  comparison  of  the  principal 
articles  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


ArUdes.                {      1906. 

1907. 

Arttdes. 

1906. 

1907. 

Aleandbeer '     $32,745 

$32,705 

713,945 

10,120 

79,400 

71,015 

222,850 

321,935 

250,445 

46,535 

1  Ores '$1,883,080 

$2,114,860 

Apparel  and  dry  goods 647,200 

Butter 90,210 

Frait.  dried 60,800 

1  Potatoes 

98,630 
43,025 
228,950 
116,410 
fi9,790 
2,256,635 

55  280 

!  Salt 

49,325 
244,765 

1  Sugar 

Oraio,  oats 61,805 

Hayandchafl 183,965 

Timber 

152,465 
88,165 

Wines  and  spirits 

Iron,  galvanized 270i530 

Machinery 135,645 

Oil,  kerosene 108,685 

AU  other  artides 

2,513,180 

Total 

6,278,105       6.966.980 

i 

In  general  exports  other  than  coal  there  was  an  increase  of 
$1,974,640,  the  amount  bemg  $2,924,570  in  1906  and  $4,899,210  in 
1907.    The  leading  articles  of  export  were  (hundredweight  =  112  lbs.) : 


Articles. 

Quantity.  '                          Artides. 

Quantity. 

BuUion: 

Gold onnces.. 

SUver do.... 

Lead. hundred  wdght. . 

Coke tons.. 

Copper  ingots hundred  wdght. . 

Glycerin,  unrefined pounds.. 

Horses number.. 

14,623 

842,905 

72,055 

6,879 

33,149 

267,514 

304 

Meats: 

Fnwen. hundredweight.. 

Preserved pounds.. 

Railway  sleepers number.. 

Tallow hundredweight.. 

Lumber, rough  feet.. 

42,998 

5,152 

255,538 

10,282 

1,925,706 

24,370 
2,371 

Wool: 

Greasy bales.. 

Scoured do.... 

TBADE   WrTH  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

The  principal  articles  and  their  values  imported  into  Newcastle 
from  the  United  States  during  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Fish,  i>re8erved 

Fruits,  dried 

Furniture 

Glassware 

Machinery 

Meats,  salt 

Metals,  manufactured 

Oil,  kerosene 

P^er,  printing 


Value. 


136,737 
1,713 
2,837 
3,869 
19,004 
13,728 
11,826 
44,869 
17,772 


Articles. 


Resin 

Lumber 

Tools  of  trade... 

Turpentine 

Wax,para/Qn... 
All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$12,  n6 
30,683 
25,398 
7,037 
26,519 
63,269 


317,977 
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In  examining  the  foregoing  fi^iu*es  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
but  one-third  of  the  goo(&  come  mto  this  district  through  the  customs 
here,  the  bulk  passing  the  customs  in  Sydney. 

The  leading  exporte  and  their  values  declared  at  Newcastle  for  the 
United  States  during  the  past  three  calendar  years  were: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


Chrome  ore. 
Coal. 


Coke 

Lumber: 

Sleepers 

Ail  other,  including  manufactures. 

Tallow 

AU  other 


$150,811 

632,503 

2,425 

26,748 
4,851 


2,146 


1055,100 
2,801 

44,220 

1,114 

1,657 

222 


Total. 


827,060 


1,005,222 


12,030,868 
0,308 

48,190 
4,242 
2,464 


2,005,564 


The  nimiber  of  vessels  entered  at  Newcastle  was  1,836  of  3,181,858 
tons,  against  1,203  of  2,809,632  tons  in  1906,  and  the  number 
cleared  was  1,806  of  3,081,146  tons,  against  1,702  of  2,786,041  tons 
ml906. 


ANNUAL  FOOD   BILL  OF  THE   STATE. 


The  main  articles  of  consumption  by  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  are  meat  and  bread,  and  accorcfing  to  the  official  yearbook 
these  two  commodities,  in  retail  value,  exceed  43  per  cent  of  the 
total  expenditure  for  food.  The  average  consumption  of  wheat  is 
nearly  6  bxishels  per  head,  so  that  something  like  10,000,000  bushels 
of  the  total  yield  of  wheat  was  required  for  home  consumption.  The 
meat  supply,  however,  is  on  a  somewhat  diflFerent  basis.  So  far  as 
mutton  is  concerned,  tnere  is  no  necessity  for  importation,  and  there 
is  a  large  exportation  going  on.  The  people  here  are  great  lovers  of 
beef,  the  large  percentage  of  which  must  be  supplied  from  outside 
sources.  The  requirements  of  the  state  in  1905  were  320,000  cattle, 
2.613,000  sheep,  and  289,096  swine,  while  those  for  the  year  just 
closed  were  considerably  larger. 

Rice,  oatmeal,  and  corn  meal  are  the  articles  of  cereal  produce 
largely  consumed.  Potatoes  are  not  produced  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  meet  local  requirements,  the  average  annual  yield  being  50,000 
tons,  although  the  crop  this  year  reached  nearly  115,000  tons.  The 
consumption  of  sugar  averages  about  120  pounds  per  head.  During 
the  four  years  ending  March^  1899,  the  average  area  seeded  to  cane 
was  15,000  acres;  last  year  it  was  20,000  acres.  In  1907  the  local 
mills  produced  about  21,000  tons  of  sugar,  but  as  the  local  require- 
ments of  the  state  are  about  70,000  tons  it  is  necessary  to  import 
nearly  50,000  tons  every  year.  Tea  is  used  to  the  extent  of  7  potinds 
per  head,  while  the  annual  consumption  of  coffee  is  about  one-half 
pound  per  head.  The  amount  of  butter  required  for  local  consump- 
tion now  exceeds  40,000,000  poimds  per  year,  and  5,000,000  pounds 
of  cheese  are  used. 

The  sum  expended  upon  wines,  spirits,  and  fermented  liquors  con- 
sumed in  the  state  during  1905,  the  latest  available  figures,  was  about 
$22,310,000,  an  average  of  $15.08  per  inhabitant,  or  7  per  cent  of  the 
average  income.  The  quantity  of  tobacco  consumed  is  more  than 
4,000,000,poimds  annually,  averaging  3  poimds  per  head. 
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NORFOIiK  ISIiAJND. 

By  OoNsuLAB  Agent  Isaac  Robinson. 

The  whaling  mdustry  gave  very  poor  results  in  1907,  only  four 
boats  being  employed,  which  captured  6  whales,  yielding  a  httle  over 
20  tons  of  oil.  With  the  exception  of  whale  oil,  practically  nothing  is 
exported  from  the  island.  The  imports  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$43,192  and  consisted  principally  of  drapery,  clothing,  foodstuffs,  and 
kerosene.  New  South  Wales  supplied  articles  worth  $37,207;  New 
Zealand,  $4,938,  and  other  countries  $1,047.  The  exports  during  the 
year  amounted  to  $5f557,  of  which  New  South  Wales  took  articles 
worth  $3,102;  New  Zealand,  $1,052,  and  other  countries,  $1,403. 
The  popiilation  of  the  island,  including  the  Milanesian  Mission,  is 
940—520  males  and  420  females. 


VICTORIA. 

By  Ck)NsuL-GBNBRAL  JoHN  P.  Brat,  Mblboxtbne. 

The  oversea  trade  (beyond  the  Commonwealth)  of  the  state  of 
Victoria  for  the  year  1907  shows  an  increase  of  $10,927,975  in  im- 
ports and  a  decrease  of  $4,841,282  in  exports,  the  latter  bein^  due 
entirely  to  lesser  shipments  of  gold.  The  following  statement  snows 
the  oversea  trade  during  the  past  two  years: 


Class. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906.        I        1907. 

1906.        I        1907. 

ICendiuidlse 

Ooldand  sx>eol4.. 

1    $69,451,038'    $80,630,143 

2.841,612          2,590,482 

$71,124,778        $76,108,770 
17,007,634  1         7,182,360 

Total 

'      72,292,650  1      83,220,626 

88,132,412  ^       83,291,130 

Imports  of  merchandise  show  a  large  increase  over  1906,  which 
year  showed  an  increase  of  nearly  $10,000,000  over  1905.  Compared 
with  1905,  the  import  trade  of  1907  was  33  per  cent  greater.  This 
movement  has  been  due  partly  to  the  greater  purchasing  power  of  the 
community  and  partly  to  the  higher  cost  of  many  articles  in  England 
and  elsewhere.  Of  the  increase,  dry  goods,  etc.,  account  for  $1,286^- 
035,  manufactures  of  metals  for  $1,087,140,  and  larger  business  is 
also  shown  in  galvanized  iron  and  other  metal  goods,  lumber,  kero- 
sene oil,  and  many  miscellaneous  commodities.  While  the  exports  of 
gold  decreased  largely,  those  of  merchandise  increased  by  $4,983,992, 
on  accoimt  of  the  larger  shipments  of  wool,  frozen  meat,  sheepsldns, 
and  raisins. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


650 


OOMMEBCIAL  BEIATIONS. 


DCFOBTS  AND  EXFOBTS,   BY  ABTIGLES. 

The  following  statements  show  the  principal  oversea  imports  and 
exports  of  the  State  of  Victoria  during  the  year  1907: 


Imports. 


Agricultural  machinery dollars. . 

Apparel,  dry  goods,  etc do 

Lumber do 

Machinery do 

Metal  manufEMStures do 

Beer galloDS.. 

Candles pounds. . 

Cement do 

Cream  of  tartar do 

Currants do 

Hops do 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bars,  girders,  etc curt. , 

Pig do.... 

Qalvanised do 

Meats,  canned pounds . . 

OU: 

Kerosene gallons . . 

Castor do 

Spirits: 

Brandy do 

Whisky do.... 

Tea pounds.. 

Tin  plates boxes . . 

Tobacco: 

Manufikctured pounds.. 

Unmanufactured do 


Value  and 
quantities. 


718,606 

22,077,267 

3,060,484 

3,444,260 

5,371,725 

616,359 

326,098 

220,482 

1,581,084 

1,887,166 

350,895 

743,875 
407,563 
411,841 
102,165 

7,185,868 
63,351 

79,383 

476,981 

14,057,354 

95,833 

338,795 
5,799,107 


Exports. 


Biscuits pounds. 

Butter do... 

Confectionery do... 

Flour centals. 

Fruit:  • 

Fresh do... 

Dried pounds. 

Hay  and  chaff cwt. 

Jams  and  Jellies « TKiunds. 

Meats: 

Fnwen— 

Beef do... 

Mutton do... 

Poultry pairs. 

Rabbite do... 

Canned i>ound8. 

Bacon  and  hams do. . . 

Oats centals. 

Potatoes cwt. 

suns: 

Sheep number. 

Rabbit iKMmds. 

Tallow cwt. 

Wheat centals. 

Wine galls. 

Wool pouids. 


Value  and 
quantities. 


1,183,163 

S4, 707,358 

220,274 

1,337,169 

74,406 

3,400,645 

84,645 

718,938 


1,202,439 

33,546,355 

21,000 

3,251,831 

596,746 

35,022 

173,406 

57,433 

4,052,664 

137,660 

6,386^162 

674,761 

164,248^150 


The  butter  export  trade  of  the  State  of  Victoria,  Australia,  for 
the  year  1907  shows  a  decUne  of  nearlv  3,000,000  pounds  in  oversea 
shipments  as  compared  with  1906.  This  decline  is  due  to  the  unfa- 
vorable weather  experienced  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  Victorian  butter  exports  to  destinations  be- 
yond Australia  for  each  of  the  past  four  years. 


1904. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

34,658,550 
•6,380,714 

30,968,120 
16,219,640 

37.706.663      84.717.M0 

Value 

$7,962,849      $7,51^'lflB 

The  great  market  for  Victorian  butter  continues  to  be  London,  the 
total  smpments  to  England  comparing  as  follows: 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Pounds 

29,242,710 
$5,342,443 

26,207,602 
$5,201,684 

33,215,854 
$6,981,900 

S^^S 

Value 

Shipments  to  other  oversea  destinations  show  a  slight  increase, 
being  4,715,311  poimds  in  1907,  against  4,492,909  poun<b  in  1906. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  from  Victoria  to  the  United  States  in  1907 
was  $4,179,960,  against  $4,911,027  in  1906  and  $3,613,914  in  1905. 
The  articles  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1006. 

1006. 

1007. 

Arnnioolft ,,..,,..-,,,- 

■ 

S26,279 

Books 

S2,266 

5,465 

3,441 

14,265 

816 

174,020 

3,322,562 

00,181 

9716 
7,752 
3,476 
11,600 
7,512 
80,103 
4,766,187 
24,501 

1,161 

Iron,  old 

8,841 

oil.  flocalTDtus , . . . 

5,218 

Onions 

10,042 

SkinsT 

13,306 
106,030 

Wool , 

3,885,258 

Other  articles 

23,836 

TotaJ 

3,613,014 

4,011,027 

4,170,060 

The  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$612,837,  against  $279,548  in  1906  and  $218,819  in  1905.  The  items 
in  1907  were:  Flour,  worth  $392,735;  hay  and  oats,  $133,674;  sewer 
pipe,  $42,743;  butter,  $40,845;  live  animals,  $2,137,  and  biscuits, 
$703. 


QUEENSLAND. 

By  CoNBULAB  AoBNT  David  J.  Brownhill,  Townsville. 

The  year  1907  was  one  of  considerable  expansion  in  the  trade  of 
north  Queensland.  The  wet  seasons  experienced  twentj  or  thirty 
years  ago  seem  to  have  returned,  as  good  rains  fell  at  vanous  periocb 
during  the  year.  These  rains  were  the  means  of  furnishing  ample 
CTass  and  water  for  the  vast  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep.  \\  ith 
few  exceptions  the  pastoralists  are  prosperous,  and  if  they  are  not 
now  doing  so  will  soon  be  working  exclusively  on  their  own  capital. 

The  heavy  fall  in  the  prices  of  industrial  metals  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  the  mining  communities,  but  as  tin  and  silver  lead  have 
maintained  a  price  which  will  yield  satisfactory  profits  I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  a  general  retrogression. 

The  imports  into  tnis  section  of  Queensland  in  1907  were  valued 
approximately  at  $4,500,000.  The  exports  from  Townsville  during 
the  year  were  estimated  to  be  worth  $12,500,000,  and  those  from 
Cairns  at  $7,500,000,  of  which  minerals  account  for  $5,000,000.    The 

fold  produced  at  Charters  Towers  was  worth  approximately 
3,165,000,  while  at  Ravenswood  the  output  was  valued  at  about 
$1,000,000.  The  exports  of  copper  from  this  port  were  valued  at 
$2,500,000.  This  coppjBr  is  taken  from  the  Cloncurry  mines,  about 
400  miles  distant  by  rail. 

The  output  of  sugar  of  north  Queensland  in  1907  was  64,519  tons, 
Talued  at  $3,232,200. 

RAILWAY  EXTENSION — ^HABBOB   IMPBOVEMENTS. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway,  running  from  Richmond  to  Clon- 
curry, a  distance  of  490  miles,  was  completed  in  December,  1907. 
Tins  line  will  have  a  very  important  bearing  on  the  future  of  this 
port,  as  it  largely  increases  the  facilities  for  those  trading  in  the  west 
and  will  enable  cattle  to  be  trucked  over  dry  stages  in  times  of  drought. 
In  addition  to  the  vast  copper  deposits  which  lie  within  an  area  of 
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200  miles  square  at  Qoncuny,  gold  has  been  found  in  paying 
quantities. 

During  1907  there  were  several  lar^e  shipments  of  horses  from  the 
north  of  Queensland  to  the  Philippme  Islands;  also  a  number  of 
cattle  were  taken  over,  and  arrangements  have  been  effected  to  supply 
some  blooded  stock  for  breeding  purposes. 

The  harbor  board  had  a  small  surplus,  which  was  expended  in  the 
further  extension  of  the  harbor  and  m  the  general  development  of  the 
port.  The  Cairns  harbor  board,  which  has  only  been  in  existence  two 
or  three  years,  is  making  rapid  progress  with  the  improvements  at  that 
place.  All  the  wharves,  with  but  one  exception,  wnich  were  privately 
owned  were  bought  by  the  board,  which  gives  it  control  of  tlie 
wharves  in  the  inner  harbor.  Dredging  is  being  proceeded  with,  and 
it  is  contemplated  to  make  the  chazmel  of  sufficient  depth  to  float 
oversea  vessels.  As  this  port  will  ultimately  control  tne  whole  of 
the  trade  passing  through  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  it  is  likely  to 
become  of  considerable  importance  within  a  few  years.  The  most 
fertile  land  exists  aroimd  Caims,  producing  sugar  cane,  com,  bananas^ 
rice,  coffee,  and  cotton,  as  well  as  many  other  minor  products. 


WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

OOMPILBl)  IN  THE  BtTBBAU  OF  MaNUFACTU&BS  FROM  WbSTBKN  AUSTRALIAN  OFFICIAL 

Returns. 

The  total  trade  of  Western  AustraUa  in  1907  amounted  to 
$79,946,171,  against  $81,045,119  in  1906.  The  value  of  the  imports 
in  1907  was  $31,744,170,  of  which  $14,285,367  represented  interstate 
transfers  and  $17,458,803  direct  shipments.  The  exports  during  the 
year  amounted  to  $48,202,001,  of  which  $47,306,978  were  the  produce 
and  manufactures  of  the  state  and  $895,023  articles  of  other  states 
and  countries. 

The  imports  and  exports  by  ports  in  1907  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Ports. 

Interstate. 

Direct. 

Domestio. 

Australian 
produce. 

Oversea 
produce. 

Other. 

Fremantle  «. 

$8,562,654 

2,599,533 

688,428 

205,021 

440,311 

29,788 

40,363 

2,745 

12,517 

3,299 

2,608 

15 

20,656 

15,588 

4,847 

11,162,772 

330,163 

73,653 

19,355 

52,767 

5,023 

1,500 

123 

19,812,884 

6,444,982 

344,349 

176,467 

233,918 

271,770 

60,280 

34,623 

43,641 

19,680 

7,061 

686 

78 

}|38,374,M0 
3,139,803 

788,072 
857,288 
660,298 
681,807 
666,003 
354, 4n 
171, 131 
58,180 

Perth  a 

Albany 

Bunbury 

G  eraldton 

Broome 

Port  Hedland 

$822,501 

62,763 

3,334 

326 

Cossack 

Carnarvon 

Onslow 

336 

Derby 

Busselton 

73 

39 

Esperance 

6,780 
2,083 
3,003 

Eucia 

Wyndham 

666 

Total 

12,628,173 

1,667,194 

17,458,803 

47,806,978 

805,023 

a  The  total  value  of  exports  from  all  Western  Australian  ports  to  other  commonwealth  ports,  amounting 
to  $6,081,086,  is  included  In  Fremantle  and  Perth,  as,  owing  to  the  system  of  export  voucners  havliig  been 
suspended  by  the  commonwealth  customs  department  for  Interstue  trafBc,  thcve  Is  no  means  ofdlsttn- 
guishlng  the  individual  ports  of  shipments. 
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Of  the  imports  in  1907,  $1 1 ,034,356  came  from  the  United  Ki^dom, 
$93,744  from  New  Zealand,  and  $1,294,139  from  all  other  British 
possessions.  The  United  States  furnished  articles  valued  at 
$2,233,208,  aeainst  $2,337,760  in  1906.  Of  the  exports  the  United 
Kingdom  took  articles  worth  $22,165,759,  against  $24,910,338  in 
1906;  other  AustraUan  states,  $9,091,556,  against  $3,763,698;  and 
other  British  possessions,  $19,072,322,  an  increase  of  $1,584,419  over 
1906.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $11,232,  a  gain 
of  $8,414  over  1906. 

VALUE   OF  DIBEOT   IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  direct  imports  and  exports  and  reexports  from 
and  to  all  forei^  countries,  including  the  several  Austranan  states, 
during  1906  ana  1907  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 


United  States 

Belgium 

Brlash  Empire: 

AusteBlia  (other  states) . 

New  Zealand 

United  Kingdom 

Other  possessions 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Other  countries 


Total 33,194,387     31,744,170 


Imports. 


1906. 


S2, 837, 760 
564,096 

14,796,292 

183,399 

11,270,649 

1,015,293 

621,686 

1,773,557 

102,708 

81,723 

92,902 

61,551 

308,772 


1907. 


S2, 233, 208 
202,583 

14,286,368 

93,744 

11,034,366 

1,294,139 

239,710 

1,711,257 

82,955 

79,747 

90,843 

121,210 

276,050 


Exports. 


1906. 


S2,818 
4,721 

3,763,608 

166,502 

24,910,338 

17,321,402 

2,000 

686,897 

92 

97 

18,902 


1,074,265 


47,850,732 


1907. 


111,232 
78,399 

6,079,086 

247,768 

21,679,109 

18,824,556 

13,247 

400,362 

33,477 

672 

920 


833,173 


48,202,001 


IMPORTS   IN   DETAIL. 


The  value  of  the  articles  of  import,  both  foreign  and  interstate,  in 
1907  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements,  etc 

Animals: 

Cattie 

Horses 

Sheep 

Apparel,  etc.,  not  elsewhere  specified. 

Bags 

Belting 

Books 

Breadstufls: 

Biscuits 

Bran,  etc 

Flour 

Oats 

Oatmeal,  etc 

Candles 

Canvas,  etc 

Cement 

Coal 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Confectionery 

Copi)er,  and  manufactures  of 

Drags  and  chemicals 

Eartnenware,  etc 


Value. 


106,912 
167,471 
500,593 
1,596,489 
434,696 
92,133 
241,257 

103,599 

267,788 

130,685 

357,041 

81,563 

48,874 

82,221 

92,074 

350,335 

107,487 

204,826 

52,842 

849,924 

69,484 


Articles. 


$410,324  ll  Ej 


E^^cal  machines,  etc 

Fancy  goods 

Fertilizers 

Fish  and  fish  products 

Fruit: 

Apples 

Bananas 

Currants 

Oranges  and  lemons 

Preserved 

Raisins 

Furniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gloves 

Hats  and  cai>s 

Hops 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bar,  rod,  etc 

Beams,  girders,  etc 

Cash  registers,  etc 

Cutlery 


Value. 


$303,903 
313,369 
142,380 
285,931 
204,288 

31,764 
48,564 
46,383 
61,040 

155,446 
38,499 

112,947 

169,427 
79,733 

284,330 
75,071 

197,084 

193,293 
48,743 
9,913 
60,082 
97,009 
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ArticlflB. 


Iron  and  steel,  manuiactiiret  of— Con. 

Machinery  and  ports 

Motors 

Nails 

Pig 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plate  and  sheet 

Rails *. 

Tools,  all  kfhds 

Wire  and  netting 

Jams  and  jellies 

Jewelry,  etc :.. 

Lamps,  etc 

Leather,  and  mannfttc tares  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Manofsc  tared 

Unmanufactuxed 

OU: 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Labricating 

Oil  man's  stores 

Onions 

Paints  and  colors,  etc 

Paper,  and  mannfactares  of 

Perfumery 

Personal  effects 

Pickles,  sauces,  etc 

Piece  goods: 

Cotton  and  linen 

Flannel 

Silk  and  part  silk 

Velvets,  etc 

Woolen 


Value. 


Articles. 


1570,291 
88,718 
454,919 
108,177 
294,028 
783,758 
716,495 
800,434 
674,662 
279,824 
166,829 
53,953 


97,000 
184,951 

265,630 
26,104 
17,902 

124,062 
53,332 
67,844 

331,623 
53,789 
56,166 

124,821 

922,032 
140,088 
180,840 
256,082 
597,777 


Potatoes 

Provisions: 

Dairy  prodact»— 
Butter 


Milk  and  cream... 
Meat  prodocts— 

Baoon  and  hams. . 

Lard,  etc 

Meat  in  tins 

Mntton  and  lamb. 

Pork 

i,etc 


Soap 

Spirits,  etc. 

sSrch 

Stationery.. 

Stearin 

Sugar 

Tea. 


Timber 

Tobacco,  and  mannhctures  of: 

Ogare 

Cigarettes 

Tobaooo 

Trimmings,  dress,  hat,  etc 

Vehicles 

Watches,  and  parts 

Wine 

Zinc,  sheet 

All  other  articlfls 


Vahie. 


$194,821 


1,654,124 
168,02 
491,802 

£90,929 
62,238 
431,474 
171,773 
88,381 
69,2» 
88,369 
158,626 
362,253 
40,n8 
216,647 
104,283 
851,214 
416,243 
493,094 

71,022 
151,139 
435,659 
62,105 
107,691 
55,903 
52,214 
88,643 
6,225,649 


Total 31,744,170 

1 


DETAILS   OF  EXPORTS. 


The  exports  of  domestic  products,  exclusive  of  bullion  and  specie 
valued  at  $26,215,265,  in  1907  amounted  to  $21,091,713.  The  items 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks 

Bark  for  tanning 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Wheat 

Coal 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

Fancy  goods 

Fruit 

Je  welry ,  etc 

Lead,  and  manufactures  of 

Leather 

Matte  containing  gold 

Mutton ,  frozen 

Ores: 

Copper,  not  elsewhere  specified. . 

Oold  and  concentrates 

Tin 

other 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Personal  effects 

Sandalwood 

Skins  and  hides 

Tallow 

Timber,  and  manufactures  of. , 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total 21,091,713 

Bullion  and  specie: 
Gold- 
Bullion 2.496,389 

Specie 23,720,456 

SUver:  BulUon. £8,411 


319,427 
321,785 
909,495 
32,070 
490,139 
952,086 
209,961 


Grand  total. 


47.306,978 
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The  value  of  the  imports,  including  transshipments,  from  the  United 
States  in  1907  was  $2,566,162.  The  details  of  these  imports  were  as 
follows: 


Artkstas. 


Agrkmltural  imptements,  etc. . . 

Apparel,  etc 

Bating 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bmdstufls: 

Flour 

Oatmeal 

Candles 

Canvas 

Cotton  and  linen  goods 

Drugs 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Fancy  goods 

Fish  of  aU  kinds 

Furniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hops 

Iron  and  steel,  manufsctures  of: 

Bar,  rod,  etc 

Cash  registers 

Engines 

Machinery,  etc 

Nails 

Pipes  and  tubes 


Vahie. 


180,680 
36,565 
17,262 
3,353 
16,000 

1,460 
6,047 
1,343 
8,504 

22,123 
2,438 

24,004 
8,634 
7,816 

26,480 

16,004 
8,620 

12,468 
8.468 
26,701 
178,046 
26,560 
20,614 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel.  manuilMStures  of— Con. 

Plate  and  sheets 

Ralls 

Tools,  aU  kinds 

Wire 

Jewelry,  etc 

Lamps,  etc 

Musical  instruments 

Metals*  manuilMStures  of 

OU: 


Lubricating 

Paints,  colors,  etc , 

Paper,  and  manultetures  of. . 

Perfumery , 

Pickles,  preserves,  etc 

Soap , 

Stationery 

Timber , 

Tobacco,  etc , 

Vehicles. 


Watches  and  parts. 
Another  articles... 


Vahie. 


$188,010 
16,478 
162,670 
25,210 
1,022 
14,244 
14,706 
62,024 

284,681 

48,782 

24,776 

75,266 

6,047 

7,738 

80,036 

0,257 

207,770 

22,400 

23  340 

11,378 

600,063 


Total I      2,666,168 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  amoimted  to  $11,232. 
against  $2,818  in  1906.  The  leading  articles  were:  Cameos  ana 
precious  stones,  $8,020;  machines  and  machinery,  $1,037;  bacon  and 
nams,  $954;  and  sandalwood,  $462. 


TASMANIA. 

By  CoNBXTL  Henbt  D.  Baksb,  Hobabt. 

The  total  trade  of  Tasmania  in  1907  amomited  to  $35,647,824, 
against  $33,009,543  in  1906.  The  imports,  including  interstate,  in 
1907  were  valued  at  $15,806,332,  an  increase  of  $1,058,336  over  1906, 
and  the  exports,  including  interstate,  amounted  to  $19,840,492, 
against  $18,261,546  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the  exports  in  1907, 
$2,472,158  were  oversea  and  $17,368,334  interstate.  These  figures 
do  not  afford  a  correct  idea  of  the  trade  of  Tasmania,  inasmuch  as 
the  interstate  returns,  both  imports  and  exports,  include  an  unknown 
value  of  goods  transshipped  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  to  and  from 
this  state.  Probably  as  much  as  75  per  cent  of  tne  interstate  trans- 
fers were  a  part  of  Tasmania's  foreign  trade. 

The  principal  imports  and  exports  of  products  to  and  from  Tas- 
mania m  1907  are  snown  in  the  following  table: 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Animals: 

CatUe 

8heep 

BreadsUms: 

Flour 

Oats 

Wheat 

Hay  and  chaff 

Jams  and  Jellies.. 

Onions 

Provisions: 

Bacon 

Butter 

Cheese 

EXPORTS. 

Animals: 

Horses 

Sheep 


1906. 


1807. 


196,230 
383,456 

64,262 
43,443 
341,088 
102,114 
54,972  i 
14,332  I 

100,921 
384,736 
17,929  ; 


73,129  , 
244,454  : 


Articles. 


111,913 
399,150 

50,261 
5,980 
537,062 
13,067 
27,165 
10,020 

116,350 

304,239 

10,229 


99,281 
257,974  I 


1906. 


EXPORTS— oontiniied. 

Apparel,etc $130,866 

Bartc 124,641 

Boer 73,733 

Fniit,etc 1,664,380 

Furs 74,964 

Grain  and  pulse 309,982 

Hops 252,119 

Leather 25,267 

Minerals 9,452,578 

Pototoes 1,507,190 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Cheese 

Rabbits 

Tallow 

Skins 

Straw 

Timber 

Wool 


1907. 


14,663 
€3,960 
65,177 

673,163 
62,286 

455,636 
2,138,506 


6301,683 

118,869 

75.782 

2,066,390 

92,981 

781,818 

342,611 

85, 7» 

10,353.023 

1,208,138 

118,382 
26.844 
43.185 
76,390 

558,667 
40.723 

509,505 
1,953.796 


TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  imports  into  Tasmania  from  the  United  States  in  1907 
amoimted  to  S291,533.  The  fimires  do  not  include  American  goods 
imported  indirectly  through  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  the  greater  part 
of  Tasmania's  business  with  the  United  States  being  conducted 
through  general  agents  in  those  cities.  The  import  figures  are  of 
interest  as  showing  more  the  classes  of  goods  which  Tasmania  burs 
from  the  United  States  than  the  quantities  which  are  bought.  Tte 
facts  are  impossible  fully  to  ascertain  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
states  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  are  credited  with  a  large 
part  of  the  goods  eventufdly  consumed  in  Tasmania. 

A  perusal  of  the  articles  enumerated  may  be  beneficial  to  American 
manufacturers  as  indicating  along  what  Imes  and  in  what  classes  of 
goods  there  may  be  opportimities  for  extension  of  American  trade. 


Articles. 


Apparel .. 

Cartridges 

Arms 

Blacking  and  dressing , 

Books,  printed 

Boots 

Brush  ware , 

Clocks 

Cutlerjr 

Electrical  materials , 

Fancy  goods 

Fish,  preserved , 

Fimiiture 

Glassware 

Agricultural  implements 

Reapers  and  i)lnders , 

India-rubber  goods 

Musical  Instruments , 

Iron  and  steel  rods  and  bars. . 

Galvanised  iron , 

Jewelry 

Lamp  ware 

Leather 

Leather  manulactures 

Cream  separators 

Engines 

Boilers 

Machinery , 

Sewing  machines , 


Value. 


Articles. 


Vahie. 


$4,896 
3.849 
2,340 

403 

847 
2,910 

910 
5,163 

788 
1,489 
2,356 
7,668 
7,850 

472 
25,579  ' 
6,937  I 

730  I 
1,781  I 
1,017  1 

885 

730 
1,971 

876 

886 
2,511 
11,067 
10,550 
5,600 
4,861 


Typewriters 

Tools,  hand  and  machine. 

Medicines 

Metals,  manufactured 

Nails 

Pipes,  iron 

Plated  ware 

Wire 

Paints 

Paper  and  manufactures. . 

Paper  hangings 

Perfumery 

Piece  goods 

Resin 

Sausage  casings 


Stationery 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Cigars  and  cigarettes. . 

Varnishes 

Vehicles  and  parts 

Watches 

Manufactures  of  wood. 

Ax  handles 

Other  articles 


Total. 


SS83 

17,145 

3.591 

13.060 

3,718 

3,016 

4,502 

4.511 

6,156 

14.113 

1.913 

lOCO 

7.383 

1.435 

1,586 

3.265 

1.382 

31.380 

25,584 

676 

a» 

3,835 
1.065 
3.33S 
4.774 
15.  OM 


291,5SS 
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AMERICAN    STAMPED   GLASSWARE. 

There  is  a  good  market  in  Tasmania  for  American  stamped  glass- 
ware, but  its  sale  might  be  materially  increased  if  the  Tasmanian 
importers  were  subjected  to  less  loss  from  breakage  due  to  faulty 
packing  on  the  part  of  the  American  manufacturer.  The  breakage 
appears  to  average  about  10  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  goods 
imported,  as  against  about  5  per  cent  on  competing  Grerman  glassware 
of  the  same  sort. 

Some  of  the  agents  who  supply  the  local  market  with  American 
stamped  glassware  decline  to  breat  cases  in  selling  to  local  consumers, 
as  they  are  afraid  of  the  possibility  of  even  a  much  more  than  10  per 
cent  of  breakage  after  the  opening  of  the  cases.  One  dealer  states 
that  he  would  rather  sell  American  glassware  at  15  per  cent  profit  in 
unbroken  lots  than  at  25  per  cent  profit  on  broken  lots;  that  he  would 
rather  sell  to  the  consumer  at  a  less  price,  and  let  the  consumer 
take  the  risk,  than  sell  at  a  greater  price  and  he  himself  take  the  risk 
of  breakage.  American  styles  of  stamped  glassware  appear  to  be 
in  good  favor  with  the  local  trade  at  ctbout  $1.30  per  dozen.  The 
glassware  most  in  request  includes  plates,  fruit  dishes,  butter  and 
cheese  dishes,  and  dishes  for  ** sweets"  or  cakes  and  confectionery. 
No  American  tumblers  to  my  knowledge  are  sold  here.  The  German 
and  Austrian  tumblers,  invoiced  at  about  $1.50  a  gross,  have  a  practi- 
cal monopoly  of  the  local  market. 

TARIFFS   ENCOUNTERED. 

The  duty  under  the  new  Australian  tariff  act  on  American  stamped 
glassware  is  25  per  cent  ad  valorem,  with  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent 
ad  valorem  in  favor  of  imports  from  Great  Britain.  As  there  is 
little  or  no  local  competition,  however,  in  the  manufacture  of  stamped 
glassware,  and  not  much  prospect  or  any,  the  high  tariff  need  not 
deter  American  manufacturers  from  attempting  to  further  exploit 
their  trade  in  this  country.  By  more  careful  packing  of  their  goods, 
eliminating  the  waste  from  breakage,  the  extra  cost  from  the  tariff 
might  be  overcome.  Also  American  manufacturers  must  not  make 
the  mistake  of  sending  the  most  expensive  grades  of  glassware  to  this 
country,  as  they  will  not  meet  with  ready  sale.  Ordinary  stamped 
glassware  is  looked  on  as  a  good  deal  of  a  luxury,  but  desirable  in 
every  home. 

Large  profits  are  made  on  American  stamped  glassware  by  the 
Australian  agents  who  have  made  it  a  feature  of  their  business.  If 
American  manufacturers  had  direct  agencies  in  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne and  traveling  men  of  their  own  who  would  thoroughly  can- 
vass all  the  states  or  the  Commonwealth,  including  Tasmania,  they 
would  doubtless  greatly  increase  their  profit  from  this  trade. 

The  exports  from  Hobart  to  the  United  States  in  1907  amounted 
to  $23,950,  against  $23,019  in  1906  and  $7,401  in  1905.  The  articles 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 

9108— c  B  1907— VOL  1 42 
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ArtlcUn. 


ig05. 


1906. 


1907. 


Apples 

$353 

823 

1,405' 

4,819 

1 

$168 

Jams  .           , . .  -  - 

17201 
3,247  1 
51432  , 
13,501 
119    . 

1,234 

Shells 

3,061 

SUns.                 .* 

i,m 

Wool 

17,727 

Other  articles 

1 

Total    

7,401 

23,019 

23,950 

MINERAL  PRODUCTION   AND  TRADE  OONDITIONS. 

The  value  of  the  mineral  products  of  Tasmania  for  1907  was 
$11,081,795,  divided  as  follows:  Gold,  $1,350,975;  silver  lead, 
$2,786,363;  blister  copper,  $4,052,024;  copper  and  copper  ore, 
$179,939;  tin  ore,  $2,441,431:  iron  ore,  $5,597 :  coal,  $243,602; 
wolfram,  $21,466;  and  bismutn,  $131.  During  tne  early  part  of 
1907  the  mining  industry  was  very  prosperous,  owing  to  mgh  prices 
for  metals.  The  decline  in  metal  pnces  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  curtailed  profits,  but  did  not  interfere  with  production  to  any 
extent.  The  island  is  rich  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  tin,  and  as  the 
coimtry  becomes  better  explored  there  may  be  new  discoveries  of 
metals  which  will  stimulate  activitjr  in  mining. 

The  general  condition  of  trade  in  Tasmania  is  prosperous.  An 
increasing  number  of  tourists  from  the  Australian  m^onland  visit 
the  island  every  summer,  and  catering  to  the  comforts  and  pleasures 
of  this  class  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  leading  features  of  the 
island's  business. 

The  apple  trade  has  further  gained  importance  during  the  year. 
The  quantity  of  fruit  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Grermany 
during  the  last  year  was  506,801  cases;  23  large  steamers  have  been 
engaged  to  convey  the  new  crop  of  apples  to  these  countries.  Tlus 
industry  has  proved  quite  profitable,  with  good  prices  in  London, 
and  everv  year  more  orchards  are  being  planted. 

There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  acreage  devoted  to  growing  hay; 
nearly  10,000  more  acres  were  sown  in  1907  than  during  the  previous 
year;  there  were  also  15,065  more  acres  imder  potatoes.  In  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  however,  there  was  a  falling  off  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  the  farmers  finding  it  more  profitable  to 
raise  fodder  for  stock. 

The  population  of  Tasmania  at  the  end  of  1907  was  estimated  at 
181,623.  During  the  year  there  was  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
of  3,282.  The  finances  of  the  state  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 
than  they  have  been  for  years,  and  there  is  an  excess  of  revenues 
over  expenditures. 
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REVIEW  OF  TSADE  OOIfDITIONS  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 

By  CoNsuir^jENBRAL  WniLiAM  A.  Pbickitt,  Auckland. 

The  year  1907  was  a  prosperous  one  in  New  Zealand.  The  total 
trade  increased,  and  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  was  nearly 
as  great  as  in  1906.  The  excess  would  have  been  considerably 
greater  had  not  the  principal  exports  commenced  to  decline  in  value 
and  in  amount  of  sales  during  tne  last  quarter  of  the  year.  This  is 
attributed  in  part  to  the  financial  troubles  in  the  United  States 
occurring  at  that  time. 

The  total  foreign  trade  in  1907  amounted  to  $181,869,961,  against 
$162,086,276  in  1906.  The  gain  in  imports  was  $10,178,080  and  in 
exports  $9,605,595.  The  imports  and  exports  for  the  past  five  years 
were  as  follows: 


Yean. 


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 


Imports. 


162,236,066 
64,684,028 
62,431,632 
74,026,292 
84,204,372 


Ezi>orts. 


$72,210,061 
71,059,596 
75,447,928 
88,059,964 
97,666,579 


Excess  of 
exports 


19,973,976 
6,375,568 
13,016,296 
14,083,692 
13,461,207 


The  imports  and  exports  by  principal  countries  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Imports. 


I 


Exiwrts. 


Countries. 


1906. 


United  States 

Belgium 

British  Columbia.. 


Ceylon 

Fiji  Islands 

Fiance 

Germany 

Jtsptai 

Straits  Settlements.. 
United  Kingdom.... 
Uruguay 


16,841,233 
566,260 
237,733 
526,735 
921,170 
1,839,780 
386,166 
1,639,329 
484,960 
208,861 

43,814,213 


1907. 


16,937,660 

652,347 

294,257 

753,168 

1,071,128 

3,044,696 

426,669 

1,711,228 

458,901 

221,614 

50,017,979 


1906. 


13, 128, 147 

46,840 

107,603 

37,491 

277,424 

296,618 

255,690 

267,424 

22,862 

16,954 

68,360,582 

11,952 


1907. 


13,474,967 

74, 170 

292,116 

87,543 

545,164 

279,936 

164,467 

326,568 

7,139 

656 

80,460,243 

26,984 


The  imports  by  groups  in  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows: 


Oroups. 

1908. 

1907. 

1                Oroups. 

1906. 

1907. 

16,691,589 
3,445,097 
6,553,262 

17,278,989 

14,693,436 
13,920,112 

$7,320,992 
3,846,953 
6,975,274 

19,490,136 

17,070,645 
16,385,577 

Public  works 

11,836,529 

ti.2rvi.049 

Animal  and  vegetable 
nroducts 

Raw  material,  etc 

1           Total. 

5,094,324  1      6,655,288 

68,513,338      78,960,807 
1,086,288         li^HQ  Afii 

Miscellaneous 

Parcels  nost 

Manufactures: 

,  Specie 

4,419,915 
26,751 

3,713,888 

Softeoods 

C^tumed  sfoods 

29,996 

MtttfUft   MiH  m  ami  fen. 

Grand  total 

tures  of 

74,026,292 

84,204,372 

Mlacellaneons 
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IMPORTS — PREFERENTIAL   TARIFF   RATES. 

Increases  in  imports  were  shown  in  the  following  articles:  Apparel 
and  slops;  $318,930;  cotton  and  Unen  goods,  $754,228;  drapery, 
$376,412;  haberdashery  and  hosiery,  $222,368;  fancy  goods,  $154,- 
768;  bags  and  sacks,  $286,330;  hardware^  $412,863;  machines  and 
machinery,  $579,181;  iron  products,  $741,799;  motor  cars,  cycles, 
and  materials  therefor,  $538,375;  paper,  $160,808;  cement,  $247,276; 
coal  and  coke,  $98,847;  seeds,  $512,992;  and  timber,  $356,143.  The 
value  of  imports  for  public  works  in  1907  was  $630,587  less  than  in 
1906,  caused  by  purchasing  less  amount  of  railway  and  telegraph 
material. 

The  preferential  and  reciprocal  trade  act  of  1903  listed  37  Unes  of 
goods  and  provided  that  wnile  British  goods  included  in  these  lines 
^ould  be  admitted  at  the  prescribed  rate,  foreign  eoods  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  50  per  cent  adxiitional  duty ;  and  that  iQl  articles  on  the 

Srererential  hst  found  also  on  the  free  hst  should  be  admitted  free  if 
iritish  goods,  but  should  be  taxed  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  if  foreign 
goods.  The  eflFect  of  this  law  has  been  to  decrease  the  imports  of 
several  articles  from  the  United  States,  while  on  the  other  mind  the 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  increases.  Taking  shoes, 
bicycles,  and  iron  goods,  which  consisted  of  bar,  bolt,  rod,  pipes,  ana 
fittings,  as  an  example,  the  purchases  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Unit^  Kingdom  during  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows: 


Yean. 


Shoes. 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Bloyoles. 


United 
Stetes. 


United 
KlngdonL 


Iron  goods. 


United      United 
Stetes.    Kingdom 


1903. 
1904. 
1906. 
1906. 
1907. 


$496,645 
406,220 
273,253 
203,730 
140,825 


$557,126 
612,458 
884,642 
968,406 
983,742 


183,187 

29,762 

10,467 

6,075 

3,303 


6226,812 
266,488 
311,961 
326,981 
257,845 


Tom, 
502 
648 
349 
317 
600 


Tomt. 
23,000 
23,490 
26,119 
36,269 
37,206 


While  other  articles  listed  in  the  preferential  tariff  have  not  shown 
such  a  marked  diminution  of  trade  and  while  some  have  increased, 
foreign  trade  has  been  retarded  in  all  of  them  to  the  decided  advantage 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  This  advantage  has  been  greatly  increased 
bv  the  '*  tariff  law  of  1907,"  for  the  preferential  list  now  comprises  194 
classes  of  goods.  The  new  law  did  not  go  into  operation  on  the  greater 
part  of  these  lines  until  March  31,  1908. 
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EXPOBT8. 


The  principal  articles  of  export  from  New  Zealand  are  butter, 
cheese,  flax,  gum,  frozen  meats,  wool,  and  gold,  the  value  of  which  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Artioles. 


1906. 


1907. 


lDcrea8e(+) 

or 
decrease  (—). 


Butter  and  cheese 

Flax 

Gold 

Omn,  kauri 

Meat,  Croseu 

Wool 


111,101,809 

8,776,920 

11,061,354 

2,543,678 

14,001,071 

32,925,068 


111,064,427 
4,040,260 
9,866,780 
2,822,024 
16,646,661 
37,264,142 


-  117,442 
+  272,339 
-1,184,674 
+  279,346 
+2,645,fi90 
+4,339,084 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907 
was  $4,208,415,  a  decrease  of  $5,060  from  1906,  and  $466,583  from 
1905.  The  value  of  the  articles  listed  at  Auckland  and  the  agencies 
of  Christchurch,  Dunedin,  and  WeUington  is  shown  in  the  foflowing 
statement: 


Articles. 


1905. 


1906. 


1907. 


CgfllngB 

Fiber,  flax 

Gum,  kauri 

Onions 

Persfmal  effects.. 
Other  articles.... 


Total. 


CBBI8TCHUBCH . 


_i  Sheep  and  lamb., 

Fiber,  llax 

Onions 

Pelts,  salted... 

Seed,  grass 

SMns 

Wool 

Other  articles.. 


Total. 


Castaigs 

Flax  and  hemp.. 

Pelts 

Skins 

Seed 

Wool 

Other  articles.... 


Total. 


WBLLINOTON. 


fy^^rlngg 

Fiber,  flax 

Skins 

Wool 

Other  articles.. 


Total 

Grand  total.. 


$743,050 
1,480,012 

12,420 
2,073 

90,803 


2,328,358 


19,399 

323,234 

1,520,840 

9,446 

81 

13,116 


1,876,116 


74,715 

153,380 

147 

294,297 

2,815 

1,489 

59,090 

3,447 


589,389 


1,801 
96,851 
530 
49,698 
46,833 
517,886 
73,559 


787,158 


137,298 
474,860 
152,740 
201,670 
3,516 


970,003 


84,406 

9,619 

241 

349,174 

7,525 

939 

868,284 


19,074 

19,807 

2,927 

523 

5,104 

532,967 

56,688 


637,090 


148,236 
256,388 
250,608 
219,985 
9,865 


880,082 


4,674,998  i  4,213,475 


11,968 
241,910 
1,953,835 
5,307 
2,283 
6,519 


2,211,822 


62,709 

90 

433,499 

4,750 

1,275 

138,319 

3,760 


820,187  !    644,462 


206 

7,816 

24,199 

1,370 

13,779 

558,845 

16,214 


622,429 


38,174 
300,744 
351,945 

29,439 
400 


729,702 


4,208,415 
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FUTURE  TRADE   PROSPECTS. 

Since  1904,  when  the  exports  of  the  United  States  to  New  Zealand 
were  the  highest,  the  tendency  has  been  downward.  The  amount 
for  1907,  though  a  slight  increase  over  1906.  was  still  $500,000  less 
than  for  1904.  At  the  same  time  New  Zealand  importations  have 
been  increasing  over  $5,000,000  a  year. 

The  United  States  failed  to  secure  a  share  of  this  trade,  but  on  the 
contrary  was  obliged  slightly  to  retrograde.  This  was  not  attribu- 
table to  any  lack  of  desire  to  do  business,  for  the  exporting  and  import- 
ing houses  which  have  been  conducting  the  trade  so  successfully  for 
the  last  decade  are  fully  equipped  to  handle  the  goods  and  are  anx- 
ious to  increase  their  lines  whenever  it  can  be  done  at  a  profit;  but 
handicapped  as  they  have  been  by  the  preferential  tarin  act,  and 
more  recently  by  the  very  unsatisfactory  mail  service,  they  have 
probably  done  well  so  nearly  to  hold  their  own.  The  prospect  for 
the  immediate  future  is  not  encouraging.  The  last  tariff  bill,  with 
its  increased  preferential  schedules,  will  not  fail  to  have  its  retarding 
effect  on  all  foreign  goods  affected. 

The  merchants  having  an  established  trade  will  no  doubt  study 
the  situation  carefully  and  sell  all  the  goods  they  can,  but  it  will  be 
more  difficult  than  ever  for  new  firms  to  ^t  a  share  of  the  business. 
Unless  they  have  a  new  thing  to  exploit  in  which  they  have  a  mo- 
nopoly it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  sell  goods  to  resoonsible  per- 
sons by  correspondence.  They  must  either  send  capable  represent- 
atives here,  or  deal  through  the  large  exporting  and  importing 
houses  which  have  a  large  business  acquaintance  and  traveling  sales- 
men who  visit  all  parts  of  the  colony  with  samples  of  goods. 


SAMOA  AND  SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Reports  of  consular  officers  on  trade  conditions  in  Samoa  and  the 
Society  Islands  for  the  year  1907  are  herewith  presented.  The  pres- 
ent volume  of  commerce  of  these  islands  is  small,  measured  by  that 
of  great  commercial  countries,  but  it  is  progressive  in  both  cases,  and 
is  important  with  reference  to  future  developments  and  possibilities. 

The  total  imports  into  Samoa,  exclusive  of  Government  supplies, 
was  $659,000  in  1907,  to  which  the  United  States  contributed  $74,000. 
The  bulk  of  the  trade  is  with  Australia,  and  the  largest  single  item  is 
food  products,  which  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $246,000,  the 
share  of  the  United  States  being  only  $22,736.  It  is  believed  that, 
with  intelligent  and  persistent  effort,  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
could  be  materially  increased,  especially  in  textiles,  of  which  there 
were  imported  $137,597  worth,  the  United  States  contributing  less 
than  $2,400.  Imports  from  the  United  States  of  canned  salmon,  fruits, 
and  vegetables,  biscuits,  and  some  other  products,  which  a  few  years 
ago  were  purchased  largely  from  this  country,  have  fallen  off,  such 
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supplies  now  being  obtained  mainly  from  Australia,  the  canned 
salmon  coming  from  Vancouver.  The  exports  for  the  year  were  val- 
ued at  $421,199,  of  which  $58,155  came  to  the  United  States.  The 
absence  of  steamship  communication  with  San  Francisco  is  the  prin- 
cipal drawback  to  extension  of  trade  with  Samoa. 

The  trade  of  the  Society  Islands  for  the  year  aggregated  about 
$1,346,000,  of  which  $643,000  were  imports,  an  increase  in  imports 
of  $113,000  over  the  previous  year.  Purchases  from  the  United  States 
aggregated  $294,834,  an  increase  of  about  $39,000  over  1906.  Of  the 
total  exports,  amounting  to  $702,511,  the  United  States  purchased 
$346,338.  Textiles  and  clothing  constitute  the  largest  single  item  of 
imports,  the  value  for  1907  being  $150,318,  followed  by  cereals  and 
flour,  which  aggregate  $101,539.  Trade  between  the  United  States 
and  the  islands  is  believed  to  be  larger  than  represented  by  the  figures, 
considerable  quantities  of  kerosene  and  other  American  products  enter- 
ing the  islands  by  way  of  New  JSealand.  Sufficient  quantities  of  coflPee 
and  sugar  are  raised  to  supply  demands  for  home  consumption,  and 
the  cultivation  of  cotton  is  progressing.  The  islands  seem  to  be  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition,  and  as  there  is  direct  steamship  communi- 
cation from  San  Francisco  every  thirty-six  days  there  are  opportu- 
nities for  increasing  the  import  trade,  which  might  be  profitably 
improved  by  merchants  on  the  Pacific  coast. 


REVIEW  OF  TEADE  CONDITIONS  OF  SAMOA. 

By  ViCB-CoNSUL  Charles  E.  Parkhousb,  Apia. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Samoa  for  1907  amounted  to  $1,079,820 
against  $1,403,624  in  1906,  due  to  a  large  falling  oflF  in  the  export  or 
copra,  although  it  does  not  follow  that  the  actual  production  of  copra 
in  1907  diminished  to  such  a  great  extent. 

The  value  of  the  unports  was  $658,621,  against  $683,365  in  1906, 
a  decrease  of  $24,744.  These  figures  are  exclusive  of  government 
supplies,  which  entered  free  of  duty.  The  imports  from  Germany 
aggregated  $123,591,  against  $167,835  in  1906,  a  decrease  of  $44,244. 
Those  from  the  Australasian  colonies,  including  South  Sea  Islands, 
amounted  to  $431,128,  an  increase  ov^r  1906  of  $26,159.  England 
sent  $10,640,  which  was  $8,684  less  than  during  the  previous  year. 
The  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $73,719,  being  an 
increase  of  $8,819  over  1906.  Lumber  showed  an  increase  of  $16,809, 
but  all  other  Unes,  with  one  trifling  exception,  exhibited  a  decrease, 
due  entirely  to  the  poor  shipping  facilities  with  the  United  States  as 
compared  with  the  Australasian  colonies. 
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IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES — SHARE   OF  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  imports  into  Samoa,  and  those  from  the  United  States,  in  1907, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Artlctes. 

Value. 

From 
United 
States. 

Articles, 

From 

Valos.      United 

1  States. 

Beer 

$18,814 
7,353 
8,887 
6,306 

246,323 
19,756 

196 

7 

1,152 

28 

22,736 

2,733 

Lmnber 

179,256 
15,421 
137,507 
123,819 

184,868 

Spirits 

Machinery  and  boats 

Textiles 

i;338 

Wine 

2,333 

Tobaooo,'etc 

All  other 

8,438 

Food  niYMliicta 

Total 

Hardware 

658,621 

73,719 

The  customs  statistics  of  imports  give  the  country  from  which  the 
goods  are  shipped,  not  the  place  of  origin,  and  therefore  the  amount 
mentioned  as  imported  from  the  United  States  does  not  express  the 
value  of  American  goods  that  reach  this  colony.  Coal  oil,  or  kero- 
sene, is  chiefly  of  American  origin,  but  is  imported  from  New  Zealand 
or  Australia,  the  same  being  the  case  with  jnug  tobacco  and,  to  some 
extent,  small  hardware,  saffcloth,  cotton  drills,  seine  twine,  etc. 

The  importation  of  American  canned  salmon,  fruits,  and  vegetables 
has  fallen  off,  salmon  being  more  largely  purchased  from  Vancouver 
and  fruits  and  vegetables  from  Australia,  from  which  colony  also 
comes  practically  all  the  flour  used  here.  In  biscuits,  or  pilot  bread, 
the  United  States  has  entirely  lost  the  trade  held  some  years  ago, 
as  all  supplies  are  now  bought  in  AustraUa  or  New  Zealand.  In 
canned  or  Keg  beef  the  Samoan  still  prefers  the  New  Zealand  pro- 
duction, it  bemg  fatter  than  the  Australian  or  American  meat. 

COTTON   GOODS — COMMEBCIAL  TRAVELERS   AND  GREDrrS. 

The  trade  in  cotton  goods,  while  necessarily  small,  if  properly 
catered  to  by  American  exporters,  might  prove  worth  the  effort  to 
secure.  The  Samoan  native  uses  a  soft  print,  usually  30  to  32 
inches  in  width,  to  wind  round  his  loins,  ana  a  narrower  print  would 
not  be  bought  for  such  purpose.  Cotton  singlets  used  are  cheap, 
light-weight  goods,  and  come  mostly  from  Germany  or  Japan,  in  the 
latter  case  usually  through  colonial  warehouses.  Umbrellas  sold  are 
chiefly  Grerman  made  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  English  or  Japanese. 

Five  commercial  travelers  from  Australasia  visit  Samoa  three  times 
a  year,  bringing  a  large  range  of  samples  with  them,  and  thus  help 
to  promote  trade  with  the  British  colonies.  An  occasional  visit  is 
also  paid  hj  a  German  representative. 

Australasian  dry  goods  and  hardware  houses  usually  give  four  or 
five  months'  credit  to  their  customers,  which  is  an  advantage  not 
accorded  by  American  houses. 
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GENERAL   DECREASE    SHOWN    IN   EXPORTS. 

The  exports  from  Samoa  are  entirely  agricultural  products,  and 
amounted  in  1907  to  $421,199,  as  agamst  $720,258  m  1906.  The 
details  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Artiolee. 


Quantity. 


Ck»pra 

Coooa 

Tobacco.. 
Eavaroot 


Tons. 

5,378 

116 

1 

48 


Value. 


$371,189 

27,727 

714 

19,902 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Pineapples 

Cocoanuts numtter. 


Total. 


Tons. 

8 
83,780 


Value. 


1,196 


421,199 


Shipments  to  Grermany  showed  a  decrease  of  $141,441,  and  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  and  to  Australasia  decreases  of  $176,068 
and  $12,156,  respectively.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  increased 
from  $2,731  in  1906  to  $33,337  in  1907  according  to  local  govern- 
ment statistics,  but  of  $58,155  value  to  importers  by  declared  values 
on  consular  invoices  for  1907. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS  TO   THE   UNCTED   STATES. 

No  entries  of  the  values  of  exports  are  kept  by  the  local  customs 
authorities,  merely  the  record  or  the  weight  or  quantity  exported, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  valuation  being  estimated  from  the  average 
value  in  Apia  of  the  produce  exported,  thus  their  figures  diflFer  con- 
siderably from  those  of  the  consular  invoices.  A  recapitulation  of 
the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1905-1907,  prepared  from  consular 
invoices  declaring  values,  are  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Conra 

110,350 

2,182 

40 

$67,804 

Cocoa    .-            

,I.»3 

All  other - 

351 

Total 

12,572 

1,604 

58,155 

COPRA  AND  COCOA  PRODUCTION. 

The  export  of  copra  decreased  $316,750  in  value  and  4,257  tons 
in  quantitv.  Making  allowances  for  stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  1906,  tne  product  of  the  previous  year,  and  for  stocks  on  hand 
at  the  end  of  1907,  the  actual  production  of  copra  in  1907  may  be 
estimated  at  1,200  tons  less  than  in  1906.  A  new  and  very  salutary 
law  came  into  force  last  j^ear,  by  which  the  natives  are  forbidden  to 
make  copra  from  youn^,  immature  nuts,  and  this  has  had  the  effect 
of  improving  the  quahty  of  the  copra,  although  it  diminished  the 
production  for  that  year. 

The  shipment  of  cocoa  increased  from  92  to  116  tons,  which  was 
not  as  much  as  sanguine  planters  had  anticipated,  but  the  weather 
conditions  had  frequently  Deen  unfavorable,  and  it  is  probable  that 
this  year  the  export  win  increase  to  200  tons.  Planters  generally 
appear  satisfied  with  their  prospects,  and  in  two  or  three  years,  as 
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the  larger  plantations  come  more  into  bearing,  a  considerable  increase 
of  production  may  be  expected.  The  quauty  of  Samoan  cocoa  is 
highly  spoken  of,  and  the  good  prices  paid  for  it  compare  favorably 
with  that  realized  from  the  production  of  other  countries. 

KAVA   BOOT,  OOCOANUTS,  AND  RUBBER. 

Kava  root  (Piper  methisticum)  is  principally  exported  to  Fiji  and 
purchased  there  by  cooUes  for  drinking  purposes,  the  drink  not  being 
mtoxicating.  From  17  tons,  valued  at  $6,048,  in  1906,  the  export 
increased  last  year  to  48  tons,  valued  at  $19,992. 

The  export  of  83,780  cocoanuts  was  for  an  English  company 
engaged  in  planting  in  the  Solomon  Islands. 

The  growth  of  rubber  in  Samoa  is  still  in  its  infancy,  although  high 
expectations  are  held  regarding  it.  There  are  about  2,000  acres  of 
Para  rubber  planted  in  Samoa  by  German  and  English  companies. 
The  trees  vary  from  1  to  3  years  old,  and  their  healthy  and  vigorous 
growth  appears  to  testify  to  the  suitability  of  the  soil  and  climatic 
conditions.  Some  companies  interplant  cacao  with  rubber,  although 
it  will  undoubtedly  be  round  necessary  to  reduce  the  number  of  tr^ 
as  thev  reach  maturity,  but  they  claim  they  will  be  able  to  know 
then  the  more  profitable  tree  and  reduce  those  of  the  other. 

LABOB   SUPPLY — NAVIGATION. 

The  labor  on  plantations  is  chiefly  supplied  by  Chinese  coolies 
indentured  for  a  term  of  three  years,  who  are  allowed  to  reengage 
for  a  further  term.  By  their  engagement  a  fairly  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  labor  question  has  been  found.  The  average  cost,  mclud- 
ing  transportation  from  and  to  China,  is  from  $10  to  $11  a  month. 
If  the  rubber  production  proves  up  to  expectation,  larger  numbers  of 
such  laborers  will  be  required  wnen  the  trees  are  old  enough  for 
tapping. 

At  present  the  only  regular  communication  with  the  outside  world 
is  by  the  Union  Steamship  Company,  of  New  Zealand,  two  large  and 
commodious  vessels  of  which  line  make  round  trips  every  four  weeks, 
sailing  from  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  and  Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
calling  at  Fiji,  Samoa,  and  Tonga. 

During  the  year  four  Amencan  sailing  vessels  arrived  here,  of 
which  three  brought  cargoes  of  lumber  and  general  merchandise, 
while  one  of  them  loaded  a  cargo  of  copra  for  the  San  Francisco 
market.  The  only  other  sailing  vessels  arriving  at  Apia  under  the 
American  flag  were  small  schooners  plying  between  nere  and  the 
United  States  naval  station  at  Tutuila. 

DIBECT   STEAMSHIPS   TO    UNITED   STATES — TBADE   OUTLOOK. 

In  the  absence  of  steamship  communication  with  San  Francisco, 
the  facilities  that  exist  for  obtaining  goods  from  New  York,  on 
through  bills  of  lading,  by  steamships  running  at  low  freight  to  the 
Australasian  colonies,  has  been  pointed  out  to  merchante  here  by 
this  consulate,  but,  although  some  business  has  been  done,  most 
traders  find  the  time  too  long  between  the  sending  of  their  orders  and 
the  arrival  of  their  goods. 
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Freight  rates  from  San  Francisco  to  Samoa  will  average  $10  per 
ton  of  40  cubic  feet,  exclusive  of  landing,  which  will  possibly  be  $1 
additional.  The  Union  Steamship  Company's  present  rate  from  both 
Auckland  and  Sydney  is  £2,  or  $9.73,  per  ton,  inclusive  of  landing 
charges. 

In  spite  of  the  decreased  production  of  copra  during  the  past  year, 
the  prospects  of  the  colony  are  encouraging.  Large  quantities  of 
young  cocoanut  trees  are  arriving  at  the  bearmg  stage,  and  increased 
cocoa  production  may  be  confidently  expected.  Kubber  planters 
appear  satisfied  with  their  prospects,  and  the  fibers  of  Samoa  may 
also  prove  of  value.  Though  a  falling  off  in  the  total  value  of  imports 
during  the  present  year  is  anticipated,  a  good  increase  of  those  from 
the  united  States  is  looked  forward  to,  now  that  direct  steamship 
communication  is  to  be  resumed. 


REVIEW  OF  TBADE  CONDITIONS  OF  SOCIETY  ISLANDS. 

By  Consul  Julius  D.  Drbhbr,  Tahiti. 

Reckoned  in  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude,  the  consular  dis- 
trict of  Tahiti  is  a  very  lai^e  one.  It  is  coextensive  with  the  French 
colony  of  Tahiti  and  its  dependencies,  embracing  the  Society,  Mar- 
quesas, Tuamotu  (or  Paumotu),  Gambler,  and  Austral  (or  Tubuai) 
islands,  and  the  isolated  island  of  Rapa,  scattered  throughout  an 
area  oi  the  South  Seas  extending  1,300  miles  from  north  to  south 
and  1,600  miles  from  east  to  west.  Most  of  these  islands  are  low- 
lying  atolls,  consisting  of  narrow  strips  of  land,  not  generally  con- 
tmuous,  which  inclose  lagoons,  many  of  these  being  or  considerable 
extent.  The  Tuamotu  (or  Low)  Archipelago,  which  includes  the 
Gambler  Islands,  is  composed  of  80  atolls,  the  total  land  area  of  which 
is  estimated  to  be  only  330  square  miles. 

The  Tahiti  Annual  and  tne  geography  of  the  colony  prepared 
for  the  local  schools  gives  the  total  land  area  of  all  the  islands  at 
about  1,100  square  miles,  or  about  the  area  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island.  Tahiti,  which  is  by  far  the  largest  of  the  islands,  contains 
about  400  square  miles.  On  the  maps  of  the  school  geography 
can  be  counted  109  islands,  of  which  65  are  inhabited  all  the  time, 
38  a  part  of  the  time,  and  6  are  uninhabited.  The  total  population 
is  nearly  31,000,  of  whom  about  one-eighth  live  in  the  town  of  rapeete, 
the  commercial  center  of  the  colony. 

The  cocoanut  tree  flourishes  in  all  these  islands  and  furnishes 
the  chief  article  of  export,  copra.  Mother-of-pearl  shell,  which  are 
next  in  importance,  are  products  almost  wholly  of  the  Tuamotu 
Archipelago.  Vanilla  beans,  the  third  article  of  export,  are  produced 
mainly  in  the  Society  Islands.  As  the  natives  subsist  to  a  larse 
extent  on  fruit  which  grows  without  cultivation  and  as  Kttle  clotn- 
ing  is  needed  in  this  tropical  climate,  the  two  strongest  incentives 
to  steady  industry  are  lacking. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

The  imports  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to  $643,039  and  the 
exports  to  $702,511.  In  1906  the  imports  were  $530,032  and  the 
exports  $717,342,  so  that  in  the  whole  volume  of  business  in  1907, 
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which  was  the  largest  since  1903,  there  was  a  gain  of  $98,176.     The 

fain  in  imports  in  1907  was  $113,007  and  the  loss  in  exports  $14,831. 
a  the  previous  year  there  was  a  loss  of  $54,403  in  imports  and  a 
gain  of  $126,267  m  exports  as  compared  with  the  year  1906. 

The  value  of  imports  and  exports  by  coimtries  during  the  years 
1906  and  1907  was  as  follows: 


Countrtefl. 


United  States 

New  Zealand 

France 

United  Kingdom.. 

Germany 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


1255,645  I 
120,926 
72,724 
31,637  I 
8.861  I 
34,449  ! 


1294,834 
164,917 
78,018 
68,007 
14,382 
42,881 


530,032      643,030 


Exports. 


1906. 


1316,807 
42,908 
86,464 
104,136 
73,816 
93,222 


717,342 


1907. 


$346,398 
60,481 
88,281 
103,721 
16,935 
88,756 


702,611 


New  Zealand  maintains  a  practical  monopoly  in  supplying  this  col- 
ony with  live  animals,  butter,  canned  meats,  and  ordmary  soap,  but 
most  of  the  other  imports  credited  to  New  2^aland  were  really  irom 
other  countries.  For  instance,  in  the  total  for  New  Zealand  for  1907 
are  included  $10,986  for  kerosene  oil  and  $6,976  for  benzine,  originally 
shipped  from  New  York,  but  credited  to  New  Zealand  because  trans- 
shipped there  for  Tahiti.  Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  benzine  for 
propelling  schooners  in  the  interisland  trade. 

France  would  have  shown  a  larger  gain  if  a  cargo  of  French  goods 
had  not  been  lost  in  a  wreck  near  New  Zealand  early  in  1907. 

PRINCIPAL  ABTICLES   OP  IMPORT. 

The  leading  items  of  import  into  the  islands  during  1906  and  1907 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1906. 


Anlmals,llve I  18,784 

BreadstufEs:     .  > 

Cereal  foods,  grain,  etc...'  34,602 

Flour 09,129 

Chemical  products i  4,918 

Clothing,  labrics,  etc 102, 800 

Coal '  10,345 

Fish 1  14,801 

Matches I  4,669 

Metals,  ironmongery,  etc '  43, 631 

OU,  kerosene 10,561 

Paints,  colors,  etc ;  9,186 

Paper 6,672 

PfOYisions: 

Butter 14,946 

Lard '  3,952 

Meats,  salted  and  canned. I  28.883 

Milk,  condensed 5,660 


1907. 


$7,921 

33,168 
68,371 

8,471 
150,318 

1,633 
17,760 

4,387 
48,168 
11,429 
11,217 

4,789 

15,741 
5.492 

32,909 
6,972 


Artides. 


Rope,  oord,  etc 

Shoes 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc 

Vegetables 

Wmes,  spirits,  and  malt  liq- 
uors  

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Lumber 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


111,458 
6,209 
16,258 
10,606 
2,789 
5,782 
3,637 

22,264 

9,740 

8,082 

66,810 


630,033 


1907. 


113,006 
6.013 
15,111 
5,303 
4,173 
5,133 
4,370 

33,004 

33.609 
11,866 
96,104 


643,099 


INCREASED   IMPORTS   OP  PABRIOS,  LUMBER,   AND  CHEMICALS. 

The  large  increase  in  the  importation  of  fabrics  and  clothmg  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  purchasing  power  of  the  colony  as 
a  result  of  the  large  exportations  in  1906  and  1907,  and  to  the  further 
fact  that  after  the  cyclone  of  February  7-8,  1906^  merchants  allowed 
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their  stocks  of  goods  to  become  considerably  reduced,  so  that  they 
needed  to  be  replenished  in  1907. 

The  considerable  decrease  in  the  price  of  lumber  encouraged  dealers 
to  import  an  unusually  large  quantity  of  that  article  in  1907,  one 
firm  alone  receiving  a  cargo  or  400,000  feet  from  Port  Townsend, 
Wash.  In  addition  to  the  mcrease  of  $22,869  in  the  value  of  lumber 
imported,  there  was  a  gain  of  $4,542  in  galvanized-iron  roofing  and  a 
further  ^in  in  several  other  building  materials,  all  of  which  seems  to 
indicate  increased  activity  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  in  the 
repairing  and  improving  of  houses  damaged  by  the  cyclone. 

No  coal  was  importea  in  1907  for  French  naval  purposes. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  chemical  products  is  due  to  the  large 
gain  in  the  quantity  of  benzine  imported. 

The  increase  in  the  production  of  sugar  in  Tahiti  from  372  metric 
tons  (metric  ton  =  2,204.6  pounds)  in  1906  to  487  tons  in  1907 
explains  the  decrease  in  the  importation  of  that  article  last  year. 

It  appears  that  the  people  of  this  colony  pay  two  and  a  half  times 
as  much  for  soap  as  they  spend  for  shoes,  which  may  be  explained  by 
the  fact  that  the  natives  are  a  cleanly  people  and  that  most  of  them 
go  barefooted. 

VALUE   AND   rTEMS   OF  EXPORT. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  products 
of  the  colony  exported  during  the  past  two  years: 


ArticIeB. 


BMiedemer 

Cocoanuts 

Copra 

Cotton 

Fun^s 

Motber-of-pearl  shell 


1006. 


$10,237 

18,079 

394,319 

6,076 

4,724 

124,639 


1907. 


116,109 
15,996 

268,071 
6,007 
9,194 

159,707 


Articles. 


Oraiuns 

Vanifla  beans 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906. 


16,393 
104,505 
60,371 


n7,342 


1907. 


$6,359 
136,340 
86,728 


702,611 


Of  the  total  exports  of  copra  in  1907  (4,040  metric  tons),  the 
United  States  received  2,890  tons,  or  71  per  cent;  and  although  this 
amoimt  was  19  tons  less  than  the  quantity  received  in  1906,  the  un- 
usually high  prices  of  that  product  in  the  spring  of  1907  so  increased 
the  value  of  the  copra  exported  to  the  United  States  in  that  year  as  to 
show  a  gain  of  $26,609  over  the  exports  of  1906. 

Of  the  141  tons  of  vanilla  beans  exported  in  1907  the  United  States 
received  nearly  105  tons,  or  74  per  cent,  which  was  7  tons  less  than  the 
quantity  received  in  1906 ;  but,  as  in  the  case  of  copra,  the  higher  price 
of  vanma  so  augmented  the  value  of  the  quantity  sent  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  as  to  result  in  a  gain  of  $14,875  over  the  exports  of  1906. 

Germany,  which  took  984  tons  of  copra  in  1906,  received  only  50 
tons  in  1907 ;  but  53  additional  tons  credited  in  the  exports  to  England 
were  transshipped  to  Germany. 

Of  the  total  value  of  exports  to  other  coimtries  in  1907  ($88,756), 
the  sum  of  $60,608  represents  the  value  of  copra  shipped  to  the  Azores 
for  some  European  coimtiy.  The  balance  of  $28,147  is  the  value  of 
exports  to  the  outlying  Bntish  islands  of  Rarotonga,  Penrhyn,  Flint, 
and  Pitcaim. 
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TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Of  the  total  value  of  imports  into  the  islands  in  1907,  amounting  to 
$643,039,  the  United  States  furnished  goods  to  the  value  of  $294,834, 
or  46  percent  of  the  whole;  and  of  the  total  exports,  valued  at  $702,51 1, 
the  United  States  received  products  to  the  amoimt  of  $346,338,  or  49 
per  cent  of  the  whole.  If  to  the  imports  from  the  United  States  be 
added  the  $10,986  for  kerosene  oil  and  $6,976  for  benzine  shipped 
from  New  York,  but  credited  to  New  Zealand,  where  these  articles 
were  transshipped  to  Tahiti,  the  total  imports  from  the  United  States 
would  amount  to  $312,796,  or  nearly  49  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  the  islands  from  the  United  States  during  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Breadstuffs: 

Cereal  foods,  grains,  etc. 

Flour 

Confectionery,  etc 

Fabrics,  clothing,  etc 

Fish: 

Salmon,  canned 

Salted  and  dried 

Fruit 

Furniture 

Hardware,  etc 

Lumber 

Machinery,  etc 

Medicines  and  chemicals.. 

Metals 

Paints,  oils,  colors,  etc. . . 
Paper,  etc 


1906. 

1907. 

•28,341 

125,573 

68,256 

66,513 

1,628 

1,258 

44,160 

58,375 

9,215 

12,068 

2,605 

2,092 

1,632 

2,623  1 

1,404 

1,727 

10,090 

12,999  1 

9,513 

31,277 

6,449 

6,341 

3,343 

3,376 

1,334 

409 

4,314 

4,664  1 

2,420 

2,288  1 

Articles. 


1906. 


Provisions: 

Cheese 

Lard 

Meats,  salted  and  canned. 

Milk,  condensed 

Rope,  twine,  etc 

RuDber  goods 

Saddles,  etc 

Shoes 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tools,  implements,  etc. 

Vegetables , 

Vehicles,  etc 

Wines,  spirits,  beer,  etc 

Wood  manufactures,  n.  &  s. . . 


11,421 
3,672 
3,300 
1,650 
8,331 
1,192 
1,435 
4,007 
3,209 
2,791 
3,280 
2,640 
1,630 
7,306 
3,506 


1907. 


$1,4« 
4,467 
2,011 
1,519 
9,113 
1,510 
1,701 
3,665 
1,611 
2,290 
2,975 
3,257 
1,960 
5,601 
6,094 


LUMBER,  CLOTHING,  MEATS,  AND   SOAP. 

Several  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  great  increase  in  the 
amount  of  lumber  imported,  from  $9,513  in  1906  to  $31,277  in  1907, 
a  gain  of  nearly  229  per  cent.  Scarcely  any  lumber  was  imported 
immediately  after  the  cyclone  of  February,  1906,  and  very  small 
quantities  for  some  time  after  that  event,  owing  to  the  extremely 
high  prices  demanded  for  it  after  the  partial  destruction  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Hence,  stocks  having  become  depleted  in  Tahiti  and  lum- 
ber being  in  demand  for  various  purposes,  merchants  placed  larger 
orders  at  the  lower  prices  prevailing  in  San  Francisco  during  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1907. 

In  rebuilding  the  American  consulate  at  Tahiti  in  1907,  it  was 
found  to  be  necessary  to  import  from  the  United  States  lumber  and 
other  materials  to  the  amount  of  $2,680. 

In  fabrics  and  clothing  also  the  United  States  made  a  gain  of 
$14,215,  which  was  30  per  cent  of  the  total  gain  of  $47,518  in  the 
imports  of  those  articles  in  1907.  There  was  a  gain  of  31  per  cent  in 
the  value  of  canned  salmon  imported  from  the  United  States  last  year. 

In  the  imports  of  two  important  articles — canned  meats  and  ordi- 
narjr  soap — the  United  States  continue  to  make  a  poor  showing,  fur- 
nishing last  year  of  the  former  goods  to  the  amount  of  only  $757, 
which  IS  less  than  3  per  cent  of  the  total  of  $27,806  imported,  and  of 
the  latter  to  the  amount  of  $1,488,  a  fraction  over  10  per  cent  of  the 
total  of  $14,805.  New  Zealand  furnished  canned  meats  to  the 
value  of  $26,386,  95  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  ordinary  soap  to  the 
amoimt  of  $13,124,  a  little  over  89  per  cent  of  the  total  imported. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  (domestic  produce)  to  the  United 
States  during  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Btebe  de  mer 

$652 

14,180 

297,413 

$544 

18,079 

196,502 

105 

139 

2,007 

12,548 

86,766 

116 

$10 

r,nr^an.n(it-fl   . . ..... 

15,996 

Copra 

223,111 

Copper,  old 

303 

Curiosities 

338 

2,091 

1,342 

44,314 

313 

7 

Fruit 

1,962 

Mother-of-pearl  shell    

296 

Vfriifllft  >^i^n»  , . . 

101,143 

O  ther  articles 

832 

Total , -.  ■  -   -,  - 

360.644 

316,806 

343,673 

Returned  American  goods 

2,661 

Coin,  silver T 

43 

16, 124 

37,106 

Grand  total 

360,687 

332,930 

383,442 

ISLAND   PRODUCTS   AND   THEIR   8HIPB1ENTS. 

The  total  exportation  of  copra  in  1906  was  6,015  metric  tons  and  in 
1907,  4,040  tons,  a  decrease  or  1,975  tons.  Of  the  4,040  tons  exported 
last  year  568  tons  were  produced  in  outlying  British  islands,  leaving 
3,472  tons  as  the  product  of  this  colony  for  1907.  The  production  of 
copra  has  greatly  decreased  in  the  Tuamotu  and  the  Leeward  Islands 
of  the  Society  group,  falling  in  the  former  from  1,403  tons  in  1906  to 
687  tons  in  1907,  and  in  the  latter  from  1,024  tons  to  507  in  the  same 
time.  This  decrease  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  effects  of  the  cjjrclone 
in  both,  and  to  the  ravages  of  a  scale,  in  addition,  in  the  Society 
Islands.  With  the  decreased  production  in  this  colony  comes  a  large 
reduction  in  the  price  of  copra  in  consequence  of  an  immense  produc- 
tion in  other  countries  and  a  smaller  demand  for  this  tropical  product. 

The  price  of  mother-of-pearl  shell  is  still  depressed  because  but- 
tons made  of  the  dark-edged  variety  produced  in  this  colony  are  not 
fashionable.  The  shipments  in  1907  were  517  tons,  a  gain  of  137 
tons  over  the  quantity  exported  in  1906.  It  is  estimated  that  about 
400  tons  remain  unsold  in  foreign  markets.  The  best  shell  will 
bring  $400  a  ton  in  Papeete  and  $500  a  ton  in  London,  where  the 
best  Quality  brought  more  than  double  that  price  five  years  ago. 

Altnough  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  export  of  vanilla  in 
1907.  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  production  of  that 
article.  The  Caisse  Agricole  (Agricultural  Bank),  which  has  close 
relations  with  the  colonial  government,  has  recently  guaranteed  a 
minimum  price  of  43  cents  a  pound  for  good  vanilla,  although  the 
quality  produced  in  the  South  Seas  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  vanilla 
grown  in  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Ocean  and  the  price  of  vanilla  is 
somewhat  depressed  in  Tahiti. 

SUGAR,  COFFEE,  AND  COTTON  PRODUCTION. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  1907  was  487  metric  tons, 
which  was  a  gain  of  115  tons  over  the  preceding  year.  The  Planta- 
tion Oceanic  at  Papeete,  which  produced  398  tons  last  year,  will 
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probably  make  a  larger  output  this  jear^  as  the  mill  is  beins  enlarged 
and  improved  and  new  machinery  installed.  As  it  would  not  pay 
to  export  sugar,  the  quantity  produced  in  Tahiti  will  doubtless  l>e 
limited  to  the  local  demand  for  unrefined  sugar,  which  is  about  550 
tons  a  year. 

The  coflFee  consumed  in  the  colony  is  almost  all  produced  here, 
and  it  is  of  good  quality.  The  coffee  imported  in  1907  amounted  to 
only  $88. 

There  was  an  insignificant  decrease  of  one-third  of  a  ton  in  the 
exports  of  sea-island  cotton  last  year,  the  quantity  exported  being 
23.5  metric  tons.  As  there  is  a  greatly  increased  mterest  in  raising 
cotton  and  as  the  Caisse  Agricole  has  guaranteed  a  minimum  price 
of  7  cents  a  pound  in  the  seed  for  all  sea-island  cotton  produced  in 
the  colony,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  exports  of  it  for  this 
year  (1908)  will  be  very  much  larger  than  in  1907.  The  cotton  raised 
m  the  colony  is  produced  almost  wholly  in  the  Society  Islands; 
and  if  steady  labor  could  be  had,  the  growing  of  cotton  would  offer 
a  good  opening  for  the  profitable  investment  of  capital. 

NEW   SEA   WALL — ACTIVnT   IN   BUILDINO   VESSELS. 

In  1907,  500  feet  of  new  stone  wall  was  built  along  the  shore  of 
Papeete  where  it  was  damaged  and  the  street  partially  washed  away 
by  the  cyclone.  In  making  this  substantial  improvement  a  part  of 
the  $38,600  appropriated  by  France  as  an  aid  fund  was  expended. 
The  sea  wall  along  the  bay  in  the  business  part  of  the  town  stul  needs 
much  repairing. 

In  November,  1907,  a  40-ton  schooner  built  at  Papeete  for  the  local 
trade  was  launched;  another  schooner,  of  26  tons,  is  nearly  ready  for 
launching,  and  still  another,  of  28  tons,  will  be  completed  in  a  few 
months.  This  renewed  activity  in  building  vessels  seems  to  indicate  a 
hopeful  view  of  future  trade  conditions.  It  should  be  noted,  how- 
ever, that  one  gasoline  schooner  from  Papeete  was  sold  to  New  Cale- 
donia in  1907. 

Work  was  resumed  last  summer  on  a  large  two-story  building  which 
was  begun  six  years  ago  and  left  with  only  a  part  of  the  walls  erected. 
This  building  is  now  nearly  ready  for  occupancy.  It  is  by  far  the 
largest  and  best  business  structure  in  Tahiti,  the  floor  space  being 
nearly  24,000  square  feet. 

The  American  consulate  was  rebuilt  in  1907,  on  the  same  lot  on 
which  the  old  one  was  destroyed  by  the  cyclone  of  February  7-8, 1906. 
It  is  conveniently  arranged  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of  an  ofiice 
and  a  dwelling  house;  and  as  it  stands  only  100  feet  rrom  the  bay  of 
Papeete,  it  is  comfortable  in  the  warmest  weather.  It  is  generally  i^- 
garded  as  the  best  and  handsomest  residence  in  Tahiti. 

A  TASK   FOR  AMERICAN   INGENUITY. 

Great  Britain  does  a  large  business  in  the  Tropics,  having  shipped  to 
this  colony  alone  in  1907  ^'parens"  to  the  value  of  $19,006,  a  part  of 
which,  however,  was  creditm  to  New  Zealand,  the  country  of^trans- 
shipment.  As  such  cloths,  under  various  names  and  of  various  designs, 
are  generally  worn  in  tropical  countries,  the  business  of  furnishing 
them  amoimts  to  a  large  sum  annually.    Gbods  for  such  parens  as  are 
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worn  in  the  South  Seas  are  manufactured  only  at  Manchester,  Eng- 
land, and  it  is  said  that  only  one  firm  in  that  great  manufacturing  city 
possesses  the  secret  of  malong  them  in  blue  and  orange.  Retailers  of 
the  goods  cut  them  into  pieces  2  yards  long,  which  are  hemmed.  A 
piece  of  that  length  is  called  a  **paren"  in  Tahiti.  Men  wear  them 
carefully  adiusted  around  the  lower  part  of  the  body  and  extending  to 
the  knees,  this  being  the  only  garment  (if  it  may  be  called  a  garment) 
worn  usually  in  the  rural  districts.  Women  wear  them  also  in  the 
same  maimer,  but  as  undergarments,  the  bright  colors  often  showing 
plainly  through  the  thin  muslins  of  their  loose  gowns. 

It  is  asserted  by  reliable  merchants  in  Papeete  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States  have  never  been  aole  to  make  the  goods  for 
"  parens"  in  fast  colors.  If  such  goods  are  made  in  the  United  States 
they  are  not  shipped  to  Tahiti.  The  Tropics  seem  to  oflFer  a  field  for 
the  profitable  exercise  of  American  ingenuity  and  enterprise  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  particular  line  of  cotton  goods. 

BANKING,    SILVER   COIN,    CUSTOMS   DUTIES,    ETC. 

The  Papeete  branch  of  the  Paris  Bank  of  Indo-China  affords  good 
faciUties  for  the  transaction  of  foreign  business.  One  private  b^mker 
and  one  lai^e  mercantile  firm  sell  drafts  on  San  Francisco,  Auckland, 
and  other  foreign  cities. 

The  continued  effort  to  rid  the  colony  of  debased  Chilean  and  Peru- 
vian silver  coin,  which  has  been  in  general  circulation  here  for  many 
years  and  which  is  still  preferred  Dy  the  natives,  resulted  in  the 
exportation  of  such  coin  to  the  value  of  $37,108  in  1907.  The  colo- 
nial government  of  Tahiti,  by  direction  of  the  French  minister  of  the 
colonies,  has  issued  an  order  forbidding  anyone  to  introduce  into 
circulation  any  silver  money  which  does  not  bear  the  national  stamp. 
The  customs  duties  yielded  $77,020  more  in  1907  than  in  1906. 

No  changes  were  made  in  foreign  transportation  and  mails.  The 
American  steamship  Mariposa  arrives  from  San  Francisco  every 
thirty-six  days  and  the  New  Zealand  steamship  Manapouri  once  in 
every  twenty-eight  days  from  Auckland. 

NEW  CENSUS  OF  THE  COLONY. 

The  census  of  the  population  of  the  colony,  taken  on  June  30, 1907, 
places  the  total  population  at  30,974,  an  mcrease  of  1,109  over  the 
census  of  June  30,  1902.  As  to  nationaUty,  the  population  is  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  Natives,  26,994;  French,  2,108;  English,  474; 
Chinese,  459;  Americans,  260;  Germans,  84;  Spaniards,  53;  Gilbert 
Islanders,  37;  Danes,  24;  Swedes  and  Norwegians,  18;  Itahans,  12* 
Portuguese,  10;  all  others,  30.  The  number  of  Americans  reported 
is  too  large,  certainly  much  larger  than  the  new  registration  at  the 
consulate  will  show  when  it  is  completed.  There  is  but  one  Japanese 
in  the  colony. 

The  distnbution  of  population  among  the  islands  is  as  follows: 
Tahiti,  11,691,  of  whom  3,617  five  in  the  town  of  Papeete;  Moorea, 
1,564;  other  islands  of  the  Society  group,  5,872;  Marquesas,  3,424; 
Tuamotu,  3,828;  Gambier,  1,533;  Austral,  2,367;  Rapa,  183;  Maiao, 
101 ;  marines,  sailors,  etc.,  at  Papeete,  414.  Of  the  total  population, 
19,127,  or  nearly  two-thirds,  live  m  the  Society  Islands. 
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NAVIGATION   STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  in  the  islands  during 
1907  was  33,  of  59,616  tons,  and  the  number  of  departures  was  32,  of 
59,591  tons. ,  Of  this  number  1 1  ships  carried  the  American  flag. 

Although  the  Mariposa  failed  to  make  one  trip,  the  number  of 
arrivals  of  American  vessels  was  larger  by  one  in  1907  than  in  1906, 
the  diflference  being  due  to  the  arrival  of  one  bark  and  one  brig  in  the 
former  year.  It  so  happened  that  these  two  vessels  and  the  United 
States  gunboat  AnnapoUSf  from  Samoa,  were  in  the  harbor  of  Pa]>eete 
when  the  Mariposa  arrived,  in  December,  so  that  the  rare  spectacle 
was  presented  of  f  oiu:  vessels  flying  the  American  flag  in  this  harbor  at 
the  same  time. 

The  vessels  flving  the  French  colors  are  schooners  engaged  in  trade 
with  outlying  islands. 
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NORTHERN  AND  CENTRAL.  AFRICA. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Reports  on  the  commerce  and  industries  of  northern  and  a  part  of 
central  Africa,  including  Egypt,  and  Aden  in  Arabia,  Tunis,  Algeria, 
Morocco,  French  Senegal,  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  French  Ivory  Coast, 
Gold  Coast  and  Ashanti,  northern  and  southern  Nigeria,  Gambia, 
and  Belgian  Kongo,  as  herewith  presented  are  made  up  in  part  from 
material  furnished  by  the  consuls  and  from  various  other  sources, 
and  cover  the  year  1907  with  some  later  statistics. 

Egypt  suffered  as  the  result  of  the  serious  financial  depression  that 
existed  in  other  countries  and  also  from  the  effect  of  overspeculation, 
which  was  followed  by  liquidation  that  continued  during  the  year 
1908.  The  shrinkage  in  the  trade  of  the  country  was  considerable, 
but  the  cotton  business,  which  is  the  principal  interest  in  Egypt, 
was  exceptionally  good  in  the  year  1907,  though  prices  declined  mate- 
rially in  1908.  The  diminished  commercial  activity  reflected  itself 
in  the  public  revenue  so  that  the  customs  receipts  in  1908  were  nearly 
$1,000,000  less  than  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Egypt  in  1907  were  of  the 
value  of  $1,725,008,  while  the  imports  from  that  country  were  in 
value  $18,260,696.  The  imports  fell  off  in  1908  while  the  exports 
remained  practically  the  same.  This  one-sided  condition  of  the 
trade  with  Egypt  has  been  growing  much  worse  in  recent  years, 
owing  to  the  larger  importation  of  Egyptian  cotton.  The  cotton 
crop  in  Egypt  in  1908  was  considerably  less  than  in  1907,  although 
the  area  under  cultivation  greatly  increased.  The  disquieting  symp- 
tom of  diminishing  yield  per  acre  has  been  the  subject  of  inquiry  by 
a  commission  of  government  experts  and  it  reached  the  conclusion 
that  government  aid  must  be  given.  The  exceptionally  cold  and  wet 
weather  in  the  early  part  of  1908  led  to  a  large  increase  in  the  imports 
of  wheat  and  flour.  The  United  States  has  npt  participated  in  that 
trade  to  anything  like  the  extent  that  should  follow  from  the  large 
imports  from  Egypt. 

The  population  of  Egypt  is  now  oflBcially  estimated  at  11,500,000 
as  compared  with  9,750,000  in  1897,  and  while  the  population  in- 
creases the  cotton  crop  decreases  per  acre.     The  sugar  crop  of  1906 
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was  700,000  tons,  and  in  1907  it  fell  to  500,000  tons  and  in  1908  to 
400,000  tons.  The  petroleum  imported  largely  comes  from  Russia. 
A  great  deal  of  natural  indigo  was  formerly  imported  from  India,  the 
quantity  reaching  741  tons  in  1901,  which  had  declined  to  346  tons 
in  1907.  This  is  a  result  of  importation  of  artificial  indigo  from  Ger- 
many, which  increased  from  199  tons  in  1904  to  472  tons  in  1907. 

Lack  of  direct  steamship  communication  with  Egypt  is  a  draw- 
back in  the  increase  in  exports  from  the  United  States  to  that  coimtry. 
The  work  of  deepening  the  Suez  Canal  to  31  feet  is  steadily  progress- 
ing. In  1907,  4,267  vessels  of  14,728,434  net  tons  passed  throu^ 
the  canal,  an  increase  of  290  vessels  and  1,283,930  tons  over  the 
previous  year.  The  mean  duration  of  the  voyage  was  18  hours  for 
all  vessels.  In  that  year  1,109,486  tons  of  coiJ  were  brought  to  Port 
Said,  none  of  which  was  American.  There  were  two  strikes  of  coal 
heavers  at  that  port  during  the  year,  showing  an  organization  among 
workmen  not  before  experienced.  On  January  1,  1908,  coal  of  the 
average  quaUty  sold  for  $6.68  a  ton.  Of  the  tonnage  passing  through 
the  Suez  Canal  9,495,868  was  British,  showing  an  increase  of  1,195,937 
net  tons  over  the  preceding  year.  Of  merchant  vessels  the  British 
formed  75  per  cent  of  those  passing  through  the  canal  and  78  per  cent 
in  tonnage.  The  German  tonnage  decUned  from  16  to  15.3  per  cent. 
Following  in  the  line  of  work  in  the  United  States  to  dispose  of  mos- 
quitoes the  authorities  used  petroleum  for  the  same  purpose  in  the 
three  towns  on  the  banks  of  the  Suez  Canal,  and  as  a  result  where 
malarial  fevers  were  before  common  they  have  now  almost  disappeared 
along  with  the  mosquitoes. 

The  trade  of  Tunis  expanded  in  1907,  the  exports  for  the  first  time 
exceeding  the  imports,  though  both  increased  over  the  preceding 
year.  The  $20,022,767  of  imports  included  hardware,  machinery, 
wrought  iron  and  steel,  coal,  textiles,  and  other  articles  which  could 
be  suppHed  by  the  United  States,  though  very  Uttle  comes  from 
this  coimtry,  about  li  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  France  has 
60  per  cent  of  the  trade  and  the  United  Kingdom  12  per  cent. 

Algeria  also  experienced  a  prosperous  year,  with  a  large  increase 
in  exports,  due  to  the  excellent  crop  of  wheat  and  other  grain.  The 
state  is  buying  the  railroads,  building  new  ones,  constructing  public 
works,  and  in  other  ways  advancing  the  interests  of  the  people.  The 
improvement  in  the  management  of  the  state  forests  has  increased 
the  revenue  from  that  source  from  about  $70,000  in  1890  to  nearly 
$1,000,000  in  1907.  The  locusts  did  a  great  deal  of  harm  in  1907, 
and  the  government  is  trying  in  every  way  to  eradicate  them,  but 
finds  it  a  difficult  undertaking.  Considerable  cotton  was  raised  in 
Algeria  at  one  time,  but  that  crop  was  abandoned  after  1890.  New 
attempts  are  being  made  to  restore  it,  and  100  tons  were  raised  in 
1907.    The  larger  part  of  the  imports  come  from  France,  though 
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other  countries  participate  in  that  trade  to  a  considerable  degree. 
The  United  States  supplies  agricultural  implements  and  other  arti- 
cles, but  the  total  from  this  country  is  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
imports.  Iron,  copper,  lead,  and  zinc,  wine,  and  sheep  comprise  the 
leading  articles  of  export. 

No  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Morocco  of  an  official  character  are 
available  or  are  kept  in  a  manner  to  be  useful  if  published.  Conse- 
quently only  partial  statistics  are  obtainable.  There  was  a  decline 
in  the  trade  of  that  country  in  1907,  owing  to  political  unrest.  The 
imports  of  Tangier  and  Larache  in  1907  afford  a  fair  gage  of  the  total 
for  Morocco,  and  at  those  two  ports  42  per  cent  of  the  imports  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  29  per  cent  from  France,  11  per  cent  from 
Germany,  5  per  cent  from  Belgium,  and  4  per  cent  from  Spain.  The 
chief  imports  are  cotton  goods,  candles,  groceries,  hardware,  and 
such  other  articles  as  might  be  suppUed  by  the  United  States. 

French  Senegal,  though  it  has  a  railroad  of  163  miles,  is  still  largely 
undeveloped.  The  latest  statistics — those  of  1906 — show  imports 
of  $10,435,974,  of  which  50  per  cent  were  from  France  and  nearly 
8  per  cent  from  French  colonies.  Imports  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  about  $192,000.  Of  cotton  textiles,  $3,304,007  were 
imported,  but  only  $7  worth  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  imports  of  Sierra  Leone  were  the  largest  in  1907  on  record  up 
to  that  time.  Gin,  rum,  tobacco,  cotton  goods,  and  kerosene  oil  are 
the  chief  articles  of  import,  all  of  which  might  be  suppUed  by  the 
United  States.  The  acting  governor  of  the  colony  in  his  report 
says:  ''Formerly  American  goods  came  direct  in  sailing  vessels,  but 
now  comparatively  few  of  the  imports  from  that  coimtry  come 
direct.  If  they  did,  the  United  States  would  rank  next  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  the  volume  of  imports."  The  articles  principally  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  are  lumber,  petroleum,  tobacco,  and 
flour.  Of  the  tonnage  of  the  ships  entered  at  the  colonial  ports  in 
1907,  amounting  to  1,890,531  tons,  only  6,693  tons  were  American. 
Palm  kernels  are  the  leading  articles  of  export,  followed  by  kola  nuts 
and  palm  oil. 

Liberia  appears  to  be  in  a  comparatively  stagnant  condition. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  develop  the  country,  but  they  apparently 
have  not  so  far  met  with  very  great  success.  It  is  a  rich  country  in 
an  agricultural  sense,  and  whenever  properly  developed  will  advance 
rapidly.  In  addition  to  the  consular  report  an  interesting  letter  is 
given  from  an  American  clergyman  well  informed  on  the  conditions 
in  Liberia  and  in  West  Africa  in  general. 

The  French  Ivory  Coast  had  a  total  trade  of  $4,107,378  in  1906,  m 
which  there  was  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  $381,027  in 
the  exports,  but  a  considerable  decrease  in  imports.  The  United 
States  furnished  $77,072  of  the  imports,  but  as  is  the  case  with 
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almost  every  other  country  in  Africa  a  good  deal  is  imported  from 
the  United  States  indirectly  and  credited  to  European  countries. 

There  was  a  considerable  expansion  of  trade  in  the  Gold  Coast  in 
1907,  amounting  to  nearly  $5,000,000.  Both  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports increased,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  amounting  to 
$188,499,  Great  Britain,  of  course,  leading,  with  $8,566,840.  Cot- 
ton textiles  formed  the  chief  item  of  import,  but  all  of  the  articles 
imported  were  of  a  kind  produced  in  the  United  States.  However, 
the  lack  of  direct  steamship  communication  with  West  Africa  inter- 
feres seriously  with  the  trade  of  this  country  in  that  part  of  the  worid. 

Nigeria,  both  north  and  south,  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  in 
1907.  Northern  Nigeria  does  not  extend  to  the  coast  and  its  natural 
products  are  rubber,  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  and  similar  products. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  soil  and  climate  are  specially  suited  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton,  and  the  British  Cotton  Growing  Association  is 
doing  considerable  to  develop  that  industry,  which  amoimts  to  about 
50,000  bales  aimually.  The  character  of  the  imports  is  about  the 
same  in  both  parts  of  Nigeria.  The  opening  of  the  new  railway  in 
southern  Nigeria  in  1907  to  a  point  186  miles  from  the  coast  terminus, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  works,  did  much  to  aid  in  the 
development  of  the  coimtry.  Cotton  goods  were  imported  to  the 
value  of  over  $5,000,000  in  southern  Nigeria,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  furnished  by  the  United  Kingdom.  The  rubber  exports 
declined  owing  to  the  prohibition  of  tapping  in  some  districts.  Palm 
oil  and  palm  kernels  are  among  the  cluef  items  of  export. 

Gambia,  which  has  a  remarkable  temperature,  rising  sometimes 
from  56*^  to  100*^  during  the  day,  with  an  average  annual  rainfall  of 
50  inches,  was  not  very  prosperous  in  1907.  That  was  the  result  of 
the  heavy  rainfall  in  1906.  The  value  of  the  imports  was  $2,168,318, 
cotton  goods  forming  the  chief  article,  and  53  per  cent  of  the  whole 
coming  from  Great  Britain  and  13  per  cent  from  British  colonies. 

Belgian  Kongo,  as  it  is  now  called,  oflFers  a  new  opportimity  for  the 
increase  of  trade,  owing  to  the  removal  of  restrictions  that  were 
imposed  before  it  became  a  Belgian  colony.  As  over  $4,000,000 
worth  of  goods  are  now  annually  imported,  of  which  over  $1,146,000 
are  cotton  goods  and  all  the  remainder  articles  such  as  are  produced 
in  the  United  States,  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the  share  furnished 
by  this  coimtry.  The  absence  of  direct  lines  of  transportation,  how- 
ever, interferes  to  a  serious  degree. 

In  all  of  these  countries  there  is  a  wide  field  for  an  increase  in  the 
exports  from  the  United  States,  but  direct  transportation,  the  consuls 
generally  agree,  and  lower  freight  rates  are  necessary  to  build  up  the 
trade  to  a  satisfactory  point. 
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REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS  OF  EGYPT. 

By  Consul-General  Lewis  M.  Iddings.  Cairo. 

Eeypt  suffered  from  a  serious  fmancial  depression  in  1907,  which 
at  tne  end  of  the  year  had  not  disappeared.  The  trouble  was  due 
to  speculation,  running  through  several  ^ears.  in  all  kinds  of  shares 
of  local  companies  and  to  undue  expansion  or  trade  and  inflation  of 
credit.  The  depression  be^an  when  the  necessities  of  a  lar^e  brokers' 
firm  threw  a  lot  of  securities  on  the  market,  which,  not  bemg  readily 
absorbed,  started  a  decline.  Bank  rates  went  higher  and  loans  were 
called  in.  This  affected  all  stocks.  Matters  went  from  bad  to  worse, 
imtil  there  was  practically  no  market  for  anything.  The  financial 
stringency  which  occurred  in  the  United  States  accentuated  the 
trouble.  Early  in  1908  some  improvement  was  noted  for  shares. 
Land  values  were  not  greatly  depressed,  but  it  is  feared  that  they 
also  will  fall  off.  Notwithstanding  all  these  things,  the  substantial 
prosperity  of  Egypt  is  imaffected.  Cotton  and  cereals  were  largely 
procluced,  and  the  agricultural  classes  have  made  money,  although 

8 rices  for  the  staples  nave  steadily  fallen.    The  real  wealth  of  Egypt, 
*om  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  is  as  great  as  ever,  and  it  seems 
certain  that  other  conditions  must  soon  improve. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Egypt  for  the  years 
1905,  1906,  and  1907,  made  up  from  invoices  at  the  consulates,  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


FROM  CAIRO. 


Cotton 

Cigarettes 

Carpets 

Cigarette  papers. 

Gum 

Skins 

Liquor 

Lentils 

Onions 

Rags 

Wool 

Cottonseed 

Egyptian  goods. 

Antiquities 

Other  articles... 


Total. 


FROM  ALEXANDRIA. 


Carpets  and  rugs. 

Cigarettes 

Antiquities 

DonkBT 
Egyptian  goc 
Gum  arable. 

Hides 

Private  effects. 
Rags 


^oods. 


All  other  articles. 
Total 


1906. 


»,  611, 163 

1,490 

289 

4,605 

49,326 

6,399 

128 

262 

63,374 

3,958 

1,136 

3,333 

2,865 


9,747,268 


9,806 
10,136 
13,175 
121 
14,888 
103,338 
40,093 

7,804 
10,748 
71,320 

1,606 


283,035 


1906. 


110,940,784 

1,436 

385 

3,913 

1,671 

17,190 

261 


75,422 
5,603 


1,445 
314 
161 


11,048,665 


18,726 
21,339 
20,912 


9,117 
131,673 
32,647 

1,631 
10,460 
54,396 

1,187 


301,988 


1907. 


$16,488,803 
16,003 
614 
4,318 
18,179 
16,138 


196 
69,747 
9,990 


2,049 

744 

1,191 


16,627,878 


16,715 

66,374 

11,213 

1,266 

23,289 

143.261 

10,286 

772 


49,873 
879 


322,926 
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Articles. 

1905. 

1900. 

1907. 

Qmn 

nOM  SUEZ. 

181,742 
395 
648 

•15.809 
565 

Sennft. 

Qems 

- 

Total 

82,785 

16,464 

Grand  total... 

110,030,293 

11,433,458 

16,967,433 

The  increase  of  $5,534,002  in  1907  as  compared  with  1906  repre- 
sented principally  cotton.  A  few  more  cigarettes  were  sent  to  the 
United  States,  but  other  changes  were  unimportant. 

AMERICAN  TRADE  OUTLOOK. 

The  outlook  for  American  trade,  if  one  were  governed  by  surface 
indications,  would  not  be  encouraging.  Fewer  letters  of  inquiry  from 
the  United  States  than  usual  were  received  by  the  consular  officers. 
The  proposition  of  the  American  consular  agent  at  Assiout,  which,  in 
1907,  was  placed  before  the  manufacturing  community  of  the  United 
States  by  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  New  York, 
excited  comparatively  little  interest.  The  agent,  Mr.  Wissa,  oflFered 
to  establish  a  great  store  in  Egypt  for  the  exclusive  sale  of  American 
goods  and  was  ready  to  furnish  a  guaranty  of  $1,000,000  that  the  busi- 
ness would  be  honestly  managed  if  the  American  manufacturers  would 
only  unite  and  send  him  their  goods  to  sell  on  commission.  An 
exchange  of  some  fifty  letters  was  the  limit  of  the  correspondence 
which  K)llowed.  American  manufacturers  evidently  did  not  beUeve 
in  unity  of  action,  nor  were  they  willing  to  depart  from  their  rule  of 
''cash  with  order"  or  *'on  delivery  of  documents,"  although  all  other 
nations  seem  glad  to  give  credit  to  Egyptians. 

It  is  encouraging,  however,  to  be  able  to  announce  that  a  lar^  firm 
of  Cairo  merchants  has  started  energetically  to  secure  agencies  for 
American  manufactures  and  have  now  a  representative  in  the  United 
States  who  is  actively  at  work  to  this  end.  It  is  intended  to  send  the 
^oods  from  the  United  States  without  the  delays  heretofore  so  annoy- 
ing, and  they  are  to  be  well  displayed  in  well-arranged  shops  in  Cairo. 
The  experiment  will  be  watched  with  much  interest,  and  the  under- 
taking, if  properly  managed,  should  be  highly  successful. 

No  steps  were  taken  in  1907,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  American  bank  in  Egypt,  although  a  fine  opening  there- 
for still  exists.  If  the  firm  above  mentioned  is  encouraged  by  com- 
mercial success,  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  arrange  to  do  some  banking. 
Nothing  was  accomplished  toward  more  direct  shipping  communica- 
tion with  New  York.  Egyptian  and  Belgian  capital  in  1907  started 
a  new  passenger  steamship  line  from  Alexandria  to  Marseille.  Two 
boats  of  13,000  tons  each  are  running.  There  was  a  ^eat  falling  off 
in  tourists  from  all  countries.  About  half  the  usufu  number  nave 
come  from  the  United  States.  The  tendency  to  stay  at  Luxor  or  at 
Assuan  is  still  noticed. 
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THE   CRISIS   AND  THE   REVENUE. 

The  financial  crisis  slightly  reduced  the  country's  income.  The  rev- 
enue for  1907  amounted  to  about  $79,534,000  and  the  expenditure 
to  $71,136,000,  leaving  a  surplus  of  about  $8,398,000  to  carry  to 
reserve.  The  country's  unexpended  balance  of  reserve  on  October  31, 
1907,  was  $38,395,339.  Within  a  few  vears  more  than  twice  this 
amount  must  be  spent  on  projects  which  involve  the  welfare  of  the 
country.  A  policy  of  economy  is  therefore  rigidly  enforced.  The 
estimated  revenue  for  1908  is  $74,248,200,  the  ordinary  expenditure 
$67,974,400,  and  the  special  expenditure  $4,791,800,  the  total  expend- 
iture thus  being  calculated  at  $72,766,200,  which  should  give  a  surplus 
for  1908  of  $1,482,000;  but  in  1908  the  income  from  military-service 
exemptions,  perhaps  $741,000,  and  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  government 
lands;  about  $617,500,  will  not  be  considered  as  revenue,  as  in  the 
past,  or  the  estimated  surplus  would  be  greater  than  in  1907. 

IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 

Notwithstanding  the  hard  times  of  1907,  the  country's  trade  was 
greater  than  in  any  preceding  year,  amounting  to  $267,421,594,  against 
$241,507,090  in  1906.  The  increase  was  before  August,  the  receipts 
having  fallen  away  after  the  beginning  of  that  month.  The  exports 
were  $136,441,199,  not  including  $1,943,934  in  cigarettes,  as  against 
$120,592,399,  general  merchandise,  in  1906  and  $2,301,363  in  ciga- 
rettes. The  total  increase  was  $15,491,370;  but  if  cigarettes  had  not 
fallen  off  $357,428,  the  total  would  have  been  $15,848,799. 

The  imports,  including  tobacco,  were  $129,036,638,  against 
$118,613,327  m  1906,  a  gam  of  $10,423,311. 

There  was  imported  in  merchandise  from  America  in  1906  articles 
worth  $3,011,443,  and  m  1907  $2,829,157,  a  falling  off  of  $182,286, 
made  up  by  losses  in  wheat,  com,  flour,  and  other  cereals,  and  cotton 
oil,  timber,  and  machinery. 

COTTON,  COTTON  SEED,  AND  OTHER  PRODUCTS. 

The  cotton  year  begins  in  August  and  ends  in  September;  but 
assuming  that  it  agrees  with  the  calendar  year,  the  quantity  and  value 
of  lint  and  cotton  seed  in  recent  years  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Cotton pounds. . 

Cottonseed tons.. 


1905. 


Quantity. 


662,706,200 
414,664 


Value. 


$78,063,814 
8,467,215 


1906. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1907. 


660,656,700  ,$101,406,330 
430,482       10,772,322 


Quantity.         Value. 

685,923,300  $116,573,384 
460,341       19,359,010 


Cotton  in  December,  1907,  fell  in  price  owing  to  the  diflSculties  of 
the  cotton  trade  in  England,  but  on  the  whole  the  price  has  been 
satisfactory. 
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There  are  in  Egypt  6,387,100  feddans  (1  feddan=1.03  acres)  of 
arable  land,  which  is  divided  as  follows: 


DescripUon  oTland. 

Lower 
Egypt. 

Upper 
Egypt. 

Cultivated 

Feddans. 

3,132,539 

933,965 

Feddam. 
2,207,000 
113,477 

Arable,  but  not  cultivated 

Total 

4,066,524 

2,320,576 

The  area  suitable  for  the  raising  of  cotton  will  soon  reach  5,600,000 
acres,  one-third  of  which  might  be  profitably  cultivated  in  one  year. 
This  with  the  present  average  of  4.5  cantars  (cantar=446  pounds) 
of  cotton  per  acre  will  give  a  yearly  crop  of  840,000,000  pounds.  In 
1905,  1,566,601  acres  were  uncler  cotton  cultivation;  in  1906, 
1,506,290;  in  1907,  1,603,224.  The  increase  in  production  has  not 
been  in  proportion  to  the  increase  in  cultivation.  This  is  due  partly 
to  inattention  to  fertilization  of  worn-out  land  and  partly  to  the 
indifference  of  cultivators. 

As  to  cereals,  Egypt  exports  hardly  any,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
the  produce  and  home  consumption  of  wheat,  sorghum,  barley,  and 
maize  are  about  108,948,000  bushels,  valued  at  $79,040,000. 

The  following  are  the  total  values  of  the  principal  articles  exported, 
excepting  cotton  and  cotton  seed,  for  three  years: 


Articles. 

• 

1905. 

$405,258 
630,818 
709,053 

1,060,934 

1906. 

1907.       1 

Eggs 

$524,751 

890,608 

647,328 

1,177,167 

$491,525 

473,914 

660,039 

1,043,685 

Hides 

Rice 

Cotton-seed  meal. 

ArUdes. 


Onions 

Sugar 

Qum  arable . 
cigarettes 


1905. 


$1,943,144 
1,975,960 
1,072,632 
2,738,596 


1906. 


$1,072,128 

213,403 

777,210 

2,301,363 


1907. 


$803,012 

183,220 

346,363 

1,043,934 


WHEAT   IMPORTS    AND   COTTON   EXPORTS. 

The  following  table  of  wheat  imports,  including  com  and  cotton 
exports  in  various  years  during  the  last  (juarter  of  a  century,  taken 
from  the  last  report  of  the  financial  adviser  published  in  December, 
1907,  illustrates  the  great  decrease  in  the  cultivation  of  cereals: 


Year. 


1884 
1889 
1894 
1898 
1900 


Wheat 

Cotton 

imports. 

exports. 

CwU. 

Long  Urns. 
13,821 

{UtVbi.), 

3,073,570 

63,523 

3,206,202 

26,486 

6,403,278 

104,069 

6,990,402 

93,560 

5,427,476 

1904 
1906 
1906 
1907 


LongUmt, 
90,073 
183,921 
205,713 
167,000 


Cotton 
exports. 


Cwts. 
(tlttbt.). 
5,912,953 
6.527,06$ 
6,606,567 
6,880,233 


The  imports  of  com  were  less  in  1907,  being  4,992  tons  as  against 
36,500  tons  in  1906.  Considerable  of  this  loss  was  borne  by  the  United 
States.  As  compared  with  1906,  sugar  also  fell  off  in  value  neariy 
$550,000;  spices  about  $170,000;  coffee  $350,000,  and  various  smaU 
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articles  of  this  kind  about  $100,000.  Of  cheese  $60,000  less  was 
imported,  and  a  smaller  amount  than  usual  of  olive  oil  and  cotton- 
seed oil.  With  reference  to  the  causes  of  decrease  in  the  importation 
of  the  articles  mentioned  there  is  no  doubt  that  unnecessarily  large 
stocks  were  accumulated  in  1906  both  by  the  Egyptian  bondea  ware- 
house company's  stores  and  by  the  dealers  generally;  and  since  the 
beginning  of  the  crisis  the  merchants  haye  not  found  it  necessary  to 
keep  their  supplies  at  the  previous  high  levels.  Included  in  the 
167,000  tons  of  wheat  and  com  imports  for  1907  are  15,812  tons  of 
wheat,  4,992  tons  of  com,  140,680  tons  of  wheat  flour  and  com  meal, 
and  6,008  tons  of  other  flours. 

Compared  with  1906,  the  imports  of  fresh  fmit  increased  $228,801, 
the  total  value  being  $1,214,044.  Some  of  this  was  in  fresh  apples 
from  the  United  States,  which  came  by  way  of  Liverpool.  Beef  and 
mutton  increased  slightly.  In  shoes  $1,025,568  worth  were  imported 
against  $771,395  in  1906,  an  increase  of  $254,192.  An  increase  is 
noted  in  dressed  skins  also.  More  petroleum  was  imported  to  the 
amoimt  of  $170,534,  the  total  being  $1,467,180.  Russia  sent  the 
most.  The  Standard  Oil  Company  of  the  United  States  is  now 
actively  engaged  in  preparations  for  future  business  in  Egypt.  Wood 
and  timber  decreased,  as  less  building  is  in  progress,  while  furniture 
and  coal  increased.  The  price  of  fuel  is  exceedingly  high,  coal  for 
house  use  selling  at  $9.25  per  ton.  One  would  thiuK  that  this  article 
might  be  sent  troxn.  the  United  States  to  Egypt  at  a  profit,  as  the 
customs  duty  would  be  only  4  per  cent.  Textile  imports  advanced 
$4,475,719  over  1906,  when  they  amounted  to  $30,138,124,  woolen 
goods  and  stuffs  of  mixed  cotton,  jute,  linen,  and  silk  showing  the 
largest  advances.  Matches  increased  $36,857,  the  total  being 
$287^295.  Generally  they  came  from  Austria.  Agricultural  machin- 
ery mcreased  about  $60,000,  but  locomotives  and  other  machines 
and  parts  of  machines  declined  $1,194,585.  The  Government  bought 
three  American  locomotives,  on  account  of  the  extra  hauling  required 
by  the  raising  of  the  Assuan  dam,  at  a  cost  of  $50,388. 

SPECIE    MOVEMENTS. 

Egypt  depends  largely  upon  gold  brought  from  England  to  move 
her  cotton  crop  and  to  nuance  her  business  generally.  In  the  fall  of 
1907  gold  was  particularly  scarce  and  banks  would  not  lend  on  any 
security  but  cotton.  Yet  the  amount  of  gold  brought  from  abroad 
was  less  than  usual,  as  appears  by  the  following  comparison:  Specie 
imported  in  1906,  $44,842,365;  and  in  1907,  $38,374,858,  a  difference 
of  $6,467,507.  The  deficiency  was  supplied  by  a  plan  put  in  opera- 
tion by  tne  (Jovemment.  Money  collected  in  the  provmces,  instead 
of  being  held  for  accumulation  by  the  provincial  officers  and  then 
sent  to  Cairo  to  repose  in  the  Caisse  de  la  Dette,  was  deposited,  as 
soon  at  £1,000  was  collected,  in  the  nearest  branch  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Egypt,  and  loaned  to  borrowers.  It  was  calculated  by 
some  of  the  Dank  officers  that  in  the  fall  of  1907,  1  sovereign  did  the 
work  of  3,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
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BRITISH  VIEW  OF  THE  GENERAL  TRADE. 
REVIEW  OF  THE   REPORT  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONSUL-GENERAL  AT  CAIRO. 

In  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  British  consul-general 
at  Cairo,  covering  the  general  trade  of  Egypt  for  1907,  Consul-General 
Iddings  says  that  the  Egyptian  pound  sterling  has  been  estimated 
at  $5  instead  of  $4,943,  its  real  value  at  the  time  of  writing.  Consul- 
General  Iddings  says  of  the  British  report: 

In  dealing  with  the  imports  by  countries  the  report  nves  only  those  countries  from 
which  Egypt  imported  over  $5,000,000  worth  of  goods,  me  others  being  included  under 
"  All  other  countries.  * ' 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  Egypt  from  the  eight  leading  sources 
in  190^7: 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

irranoe 

Turkey 

Austria-Hungary 

Oermany 

Italy 


1906. 


139,283,275 
13,712,796 
15,206.185 
8,504,065 
6,538,375 
6,051,105 


1907. 


$42,464,235 
15,834,450 
14,865,540 
10,297,115 
6,961,905 
6,807,285 


Countries. 


British  possessions. 

Belgium 

All  other  countries . 

Total 


1906. 


$5,852,180 
6,148,490 
18,667,505 


120,053,975 


1907. 


$6,499,440 

5,137,950 

21,735,965 


130/608,885 


CLASSIFICATION   OF  THE   IMPORTS. 

The  Egyptian  customs  divide  the  imports  into  fourteen  classifications  or  groups, 
which  does  not  permit  of  as  particular  analyses  as  mi^ht  be  desirable,  all  manuoctures 
of  cotton,  wool,  linen,  jute,  etc.,  being  included  in  textiles.  The  follo¥ring  table 
shows  the  imports  for  1907  compared  with  those  of  1906,  and  also  the  share  of  the 
United  Eineoom  in  this  trade  in  the  former  year.  In  ''  All  other  articles  "  is  included 
tobacco  to  the  value  of  $3,477,260  in  1906  and  $3,581,036  in  1907,  which,  by  reason  of 
being  reexported,  is  not  included  in  the  regular  classification. 


1906. 


1907. 


Imports 

from  United 

Kingdom  in 

1907. 


Textiles 

Metals,  and  roanufiactures  of 

Coal  and  wood 

Cereals,  vegetables,  and  forinaceous  foods 

Animals  and  animal  foodstuffs 

Spirituous  liquors  and  oils 

Stone,  earth,  glass,  etc 

Chemical  products,  medicines,  and  perfumery 

Colonial  wares  and  drugs 

Hides  and  manufactured  leather 

Paper,  books,  and  printed  matter 

Dyeing  materials  and  colors 

Animal  products 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$30  504,175 
19,343,185 
15,138,885 
15,367,845 
5,360,630 
5,323,760 
3.150,665 
3,173,105 
4,999,325 
1,884,085 
1,785,515 
1,445.780 
423,930 
12,145,090 


t3.->.o;i4,l85 
lli,sj);5,';»40 
I7.0:.i4.m0 
M.si^.TTO 
-i,4(v4,195 
-^  To?:  106 
3,871.1170 
3.810.325 
3,797,150 
2,3'J3.120 
LM&i,t30 
I,4,j9,790 
■1112,260 

ia.ws.ro6 


119,070,265 

9,514,735 

7,672,750 

786,770 

345,170 

805,610 

SBS,435 

545,100 

465,730 

657,485 

347,490 

234,660 

152,866 

1,302,160 


120,053,975 


130,603,885 


42.464,235 


PACTS  AND  FIGURES   SHOWN   BY  A   STUDY  OP  THE  TRADE. 

In  a  study  of  the  imports  for  1907  that  of  textiles  is  by  far  the  most  important  cate- 
gory for  British  trade,  as  out  of  a  total  import  of  $15,840,440  worth  of  cotton  fabrics  the 
United  Kingdom  supplied  $13,801,840.  The  import  of  cotton  piece  goods  was  more 
seriously  affected  by  the  financial  conditions  in  August,  September,  and  October 
than  any  other  article,  the  receipts  being  some  $1,435,000  less  than  for  the  same  period 
of  1906. 

In  metal  goods  and  manufactures,  out  of  $9,846,805  worth  of  wrought  iron  and  steel 
and  $5,347,685  worth  of  machinery,  $4,314,635  of  the  former  and  $2,835,965  of  the 
latter  were  of  British  origin. 
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Petroleum  imports  increased  14,000  tons  in  quantity  and  $175,000  in  value,  and 
are  now  imported  almost  entirely  in  bulk.  Coal  imports  reached  1,576,000  tons,  an 
increase  of  12  per  cent. 

Receipts  of  wheat  and  flour  were  both  lower  than  in  1906,  while  those  of  leaf 
tobacco  increased  about  2  per  cent. 

Of  the  total  exports  of  $140,065,925  in  1907  cotton  and  cotton  seed  amounted  to 
$130,764,555,  leaving  only  $9,301,370  for  all  other  products.  The  details  of  these  two 
products  are  fiiven  as  follows:  Cotton,  $117,989,220,  of  which  $61,358,920  went  to  the 
United  Kingdom;  cotton  seed,  $12,775,335,  of  which  $11,133,965  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  exports  of  cotton  were  about  $15,000,000  more  than  in  1906.  There 
was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  exports  of  the  new  crop  of  cotton  to  the  United  States. 
Of  the  export  trade,  the  United  States  took  about  $10,504,944,  against  $7,660,900  in 
1906.  [The  United  States,  in  1907,  imported  $17,671,271  in  value,  at  Egyptian  prices, 
of  cotton  from  that  country,  as  compared  with  $8,247,690  in  1906. — B.  of  M.] 

Cigarettes  were  exported  to  the  amount  of  1,084,674  pounds,  against  1,300,727 
pounds  in  1906.  The  diminished  exports  to  Germany  more  than  account  for  the 
difference,  the  shrinkage  being  due  to  the  German  tanff  law  which  went  into  effect 
in  1906. 

coNDrnoNs  in  the  sudan  region. 

Imports  into  the  Sudan  in  1907  amounted  to  $6,072,945,  an  increase  of  $1,685,770 
over  1906.  Amon^  the  various  commodities  imported,  clothing,  coal,  machinery, 
and  railway  material  show  considerable  increase.  The  exports  were  $1,788,645,  an 
increase  of  $798,895  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  principal  item  of  export 
was  gum,  amounting  to  20,393,620  pounds. 

The  area  under  cultivation  in  the  Sudan  was  1,423,971  acres,  an  increase  of  415,329 
acres  over  1906.  The  Sudan  Irrigation  Service,  in  addition  to  its  work  connected 
with  the  various  projects  for  increasing  the  water  supply  of  Egypt,  is  also  engaged 
in  the  proposed  canalization  of  the  Gezira,  which  will  oring  under  cultivation  lai^ 
tracts  of  fertile  soil  for  the  growth  of  cereids  and  cotton.  Steady  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  cadastral  survey,  which  is  of  such  great  importance  in  an  agricultural 
country  like  the  Sudan.  In  Berber  province  46,589  acres  and  in  Haifa  province 
12^000  acres  have  been  surveyed. 

The  bridging  of  the  Blue  Nile  at  Khartoum  will  facilitate  the  extension  of  the 
railway  into  the  fertile  district  of  the  Gezira.  The  work  is  now  well  in  hand  and  should 
be  completed  within  two  years. 

EXPERT   SURVEY   OF   FINANCIAL   SITUATION. 

Lord  Rathmore,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Egypt,  in  speaking  on  the  situation  in  1907  and  in  part  of  1908, 
said: 

The  large  decrease  in  our  net  profit  (the  bank)  was  due  to  the  far-reaching  and  still- 
continuing  e£fects  of  the  great  nnancial  crisis  of  1907  in  Egypt,  because  of  the  over- 
speculation  and  the  mad  gambling  of  that  period,  followed  by  slow  and  painful  process 
of  liquidation,  which  is  not  yet  finished,  and  these  unfortunate  circumstances  were 
extenuated  by  the  gre^t  depression  in  trade.  There  was  a  shrinkage  in  the  trade  of 
Egypt  of  something  like  $40,000,000;  $5,000,000  appeared  in  reduced  imports  and 
nearly  $35,000,000  in  reduced  exports,  of  which  tne  reduction  of  cotton  exports 
amounted  to  nearly  $32,000,000.  From  October,  1907,  to  the  end  of  that  year  the  price 
of  &ur  Egyptian  cotton  in  Liverpool  maintained  a  level  of  slightly  over  20  cents  a 
pound,  but  from  the  opening  of  1908  there  was  a  gradual  fall  untilMay,  when  the  value 
nad  declined  to  14}  cents  per  pound,  and  only  recovered  by  the  end  of  September 
to  15}  cents  per  pound.  After  October  prices  improved  somewhat.  The  crop  of 
1907-8  amounted  to  7,234,000  cantars  (cantar  99.05  pounds),  the  highest  figure  ever 
attained;  but  the  crop  of  1908  is  expected  to  reach  about  6,250,000  cantars.  It  was 
a  month  late,  the  cold  fogs  of  September  doing  much  damage.  The  quality  of  the 
crop  of  1908  is  not  equal  to  that  of  1907.  The  wheat  crop  was  almost  a  failure  in 
some  of  the  laige  districts  of  the  delta.  We  are  now  hearing  much  more  encouraging 
accounts  and  I  think  that  the  fever  of  speculation  has  been  almost  cured  and  that 
the  financial  weakness  and  debility  will  soon  pass  away. 
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Sm   ELDON   GORST's  ANALYSIS   OF  THE   SITUATION. 

Sir  Eldon  Gorst,  who  succeeded  Lord  Cromer,  as  the  British 
representative  in  Egypt,  in  his  report  on  the  conditions  in  1907 
says: 

The  Egyptians  should  be  gradually  trained  to  rule  themselves,  and  the  first  step  is 
to  develop  local  self-government  by  means  of  provincial  councils  and  municipalities. 
Such  institutions  can  not  have  any  educative  value  unless  they  are  based  on  tne  inrin- 
ciple  that  "he  who  calls  the  tune  pays  the  piper; "  but  at  present  there  are  hardly  any 
methods  of  imposing  local  taxation  on  foreigners  which  do  not  require  the  assent  ci 
the  Powers.  Again,  legislation  is  urgently  needed  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous 
liquors;  this  traffic  is  almost  entirely  carried  on  by  Europeans  and  no  restrictive  measure 
would  be  effective  unless  it  were  applicable  to  them.  The  number  of  factories  and 
workshops  have  of  late  years  largely  increased  in  Egypt,  and  it  is  very  desirable 
that  regulations  should  be  made  with  r^ard  to  the  employment  of  children;  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  great  abuses  which  the  Government  is  powerless  to  remedy 
occur  at  present.  One  of  the  chief  needs  of  the  moment  is  a  building  law;  there  have 
recently  oeen  many  instances  of  jerry-built  houses  falling  down  and  causing  loss  of 
life,  but  interference  is  possible  only  when  a  dangerous  building  abuts  on  a  public 
road  and  menances  the  safety  of  the  passersby;  in  all  other  respects  the  hands  of  the 
administration  are  absolutely  tied.  A  law  to  prescribe  suitable  penalty  for  fraudulent 
weights  and  measures  has  long  been  demanded,  but  it  is  clearly  useless  to  attempt 
to  deal  with  this  question  unless  the  regulations  can  be  applied  to  Europeans  as  well 
as  to  Egyptians.  The  same  is  true  of  a  satisfactory  law  in  regard  to  trade-marks, 
patents,  and  copyrights,  but  even  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  where  European  interests 
greatly  outweign  Egyptian,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  l^slate. 

Sir  Eldon  Qorst  says  that  nothing  can  be  done  unless  there  is 
accord  between  Egyptian  and  European  residents  in  Egypt,  and  "so 
far  there  has  been  no  sign  of  unanimity  on  the  part  of  local  public 
opinion,  European  or  native.''  Speaking  of  the  business  situation 
Sir  Eldon  Gorst  says  that  "neither  the -agricultural  classes  as  a  whole 
nor  the  situation  of  the  public  finances  have  been  affected.  The 
greater  part  of  the  cotton  crop  has  been  exported  at  prices  higher 
than  those  of  the  previous  year  and  the  quantity  of  tobacco  imported, 
one  of  the  tests  of  the  spending  power  of  the  population,  increased 
during  the  year  and  the  public  revenue  for  1907  shows  a  satisfactory 
expansion.' 

SLOW   PROGRESS   IN   INDUSTRIES  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

The  British  consul  at  Alexandria  in. his  annual  report  says: 

Apart  from  cotton  and  combined  contributions  of  the  produce  of  Egyptian  industiy 
and  agriculture,  the  exports  are  insignificant.  As  to  industries,  although  distil- 
leries, oil  factories,  weaving  and  floiur  mills,  lime,  cement,  and  plaster  works  exist, 
they  do  no  more  than  supply  a  part  of  the  home  demand,  cigarettes  and  cereals  alone 
representing  any  considerable  figures  in  the  export  trade.  Moreover,  the  high  price 
of  unskilled  and  the  absence  of  skilled  labor  make  it  improbable  that  any  industries 
of  importance  will  be  established  in  the  immediate  future. 

With  regard  to  agricultural  discoveries,  new  methods  of  agriculture,  and  scientific 
research  in  connection  with  agricultiure  in  Egypt,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cadman,  of  the  Khedivial 
College  at  Cairo,  writes  as  follows: 

The  Egyptian  fellah  has  but  little  power  of  initiation.  The  fellaheen  are  a  vigorous 
race,  remarkable  for  their  industry,  but  they  are  very  conservative  as  regards  their 
methods  of  agriculture.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are  good  imitators,  they  are 
very  slow  to  appreciate  the  extent  to  which  scientific  skill  can  now  be  brought  to  the 
aid  of  nature  in  order  still  further  to  increase  the  natural  resources  of  the  country.  The 
fellah  still  prefers  his  simple  plow,  a  very  primitive  implement  made  chiefly  of  wood, 
which  does  little  more  than  scratch  the  surface  of  the  ground.  His  crops  of  wheat 
and  barley  are  allowed  to  become  very  ripe,  and,  like  the  "  bersim,  *'  are  either  "lifted  " 
by  hand  or  cut  by  means  of  small  reapmg  hooks.  The  "norac,"  drawn  by  oxen,  is 
still  used  for  thrashing  the  corn,  as  it  has  been  for  centuries.    The  introduction  of  iroa 
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plows  and  thraahing  and  gniin-cleaning  machinee  is  very  slow  even  in  the  largest 
mrms.  The  system  of  dividing  the  land  into  little  plots  by  ridges  for  irrigation  would 
damaf^  a  modem  reaping  macnine,  in  addition  to  which  the  gear  of  most- European 
machmes  might  need  to  be  altered  so  as  to  be  suitable  for  oxen,  which  travel  much 
more  slowly  flian  horses. 

At  the  agricultural  school  farm  the  com  is  now  thrashed  with  a  European  steam 
thrftwhing  machine  in  place  of  the  old-fashioned  nora^,  and  a  patent  binder  is  beinc 
used  for  the  first  time  in  Egypt,  while  steam  kassabias  are  l>ein^  extensively  used 
both  in  Upper  and  in  Lower  Egypt  in  reclamation  work  for  levelm^  land.  Many  of 
the  lareer  uurms  have  replaced  the  old  shadoof  or  sakkieh  ^r  raising  water  by  pum^M 
worked  by  small  steam  engines.  On  one  farm  near  Cairo  a  ''suction  gas'*  pump  is 
working  most  successfully. 

CONDITIONS   IN  THE   SUDAN. 

A  newspaper  clipping  forwarded  by  Consul-Greneral  Iddin^,  gives 
the  following  particulars  as  to  business  conditions  in  the  Sudan: 

It  is  of  first  importance  on  the  part  of  persons  desiring  to  do  business  in  the  Sudan 
to  obtain  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  people  and  the  country  if  they  would  succeed. 
The  oedesmen  of  merchandise  and  buyers  of  native  products  must  have  a  sympathetic 
appreciation  of  the  conditions  and  needs  of  their  clients;  they  should  be  able  to  speak 
the  language  of  the  people  with  whom  they  are  dealing,  and  at  the  least  they  must  be 
able  to  quote  prices  and  measures  in  the  terms  of  the  local  markets.  Exporters  are 
advised  to  sell  such  goods  as  the  markets  demand  rather  than  to  attempt  to  dispose  of 
Ul-fluited  goods  whicn  a  manu^turer  may  be  willing  to  sell  at  a  baii^n. 

Anotiier  item  that  exporters  must  take  note  of  and  comply  with  is  the  manner  of 
pacldng  goods.  Transportation  in  the  Sudan  is  by  camel,  mule,  and  donkev.  Before 
sending  goods  careful  mquiry  should  be  made  as  to  which  of  these  methods  is  in  use 
in  the  particular  locality  in  question.  The  directions  given  for  jmcking  are  to  the 
effect  tnat  no  package  may  exceed  200  pounds  in  weight.  A  camel  can  carry  350 
pounds,  but  this  load  must  be  in  two  parts,  one  for  each  side  of  the  camel.  The  load 
for  a  donkey  must  not  exceed  100  to  150  pounds,  while  the  mule  can  carry  150  to  230 

r)unds.    The  size  of  packs  must  not  exceed  the  following  measurements:  For  camels, 
by  2  by  2J  feet;  for  donkeys,  2  by  IJ  by  IJ  feet. 

CERTAIN  GOODS  NEED  SPECIAL  PACKING. 

On  account  of  probable  exposure  to  severe  tests  of  weather  before  final  delivery  it 
18  essential  that  silk  and  cotton  goods  be  carefully  wrapped  in  waterproof  matenal; 
woolen  goods  must  be  packed  m  naphthaline  as  well  as  in  waterproof  coverings. 
Earthenware  and  glass  jars  as  containers  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  avoided  on 
account  of  weight,  especially  if  the  fruit  and  provisions  are  destined  for  distant  inte- 
rior points.  But  whenever  such  containers  are  used  they  should  have  the  form  of 
useful  household  articles,  such  as  jugs,  glasses,  basins,  etc. 

Instead  of  individual  exporters  entering  this  field  it  is  strongly  advised  that  a  num- 
ber of  exporters  whose  interests  do  not  clash  or^nize  a  trading  company  and  establish 
a  well-stocked  base  of  supplies  at  some  strategic  receiving  and  shipping  point  within 
the  country.  Then  a  selling  and  buying  agent  who  is  acquainted  with  tne  lan^ua^e, 
customs,  and  needs  of  the  people  and  the  character  of  the  country,  and  who  is  eSao 
qualified  to  buy  raw  products  to  the  advantage  of  the  company,  may  be  sent  out  to 
cover  a  wide  stretch  of  territory.  In  case  such  a  base  of  supply  is  located  within  the 
country  all  goods  may  be  shipped  in  bulk  and  repacked  at  the  base  in  accordance  with 
local  requirements. 

Khartum  is  the  seat  of  government  and  the  chief  city,  while  Omdurman.  the  native 
portion  of  the  city,  is  the  principal  market  in  the  Sudan.  Exporters  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that  in  accordance  with  arrangements  soon  to  be  completed  merchants  may 
receive  their  goods  in  bond  at  Khartum,  thus  avoiding  the  mconveniences  arising 
from  their  examination  at  the  seaports. 
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ADEN. 

By  Consul  Wallace  C.  Bond. 

The  values  of  the  exports  declared  at  Aden  (Arabia)  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  was  $2,469,841,  a  decrease  of  $101,639  from  1906,  but 
an  increase  of  $68,138  over  1905.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1006. 

1006. 

1007. 

BmffWAX . ,-,-.- . , .  .  - 

1040 

3,282 

115 

6,728 

023 

3,184 

34,028 

2,234.586 

$1,850 

f^llHfls  unci  DflDPftni 

$3,303 

105 

2,675 

308,184 

2,568 

Olgiirfltt4w , , . 

Civet 

0,001 
476.111 

Coffee 

Oum  myrrh 

i^ia 

3,073 

Hides... 

Ivory 

120,211 

Skins 

1,840, 3OT 

All  other  articles 

Total 

2,401,703 

2,6n,480 

2,460,841 

UNFIED  STATES   COTTON  CLOTHS  STILL  HOLD  THE   MABKBT. 

The  exports  to  Aden  from  the  United  States  in  1906  were  of  the 
value  of  $2,470,351;  in  1907,  $1,112,190;  and  in  1908,  $1,506,835. 
The  imports  in  1906  were  $2,355,220;  in  1907,  $2,565,660;  and  in 
1908,  $1,258,733.  Of  the  exports  to  Aden  in  1908,  $1,326,702  in 
value  was  composed  of  cotton  cloths,  a  trade  that  has  long  continued 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  European  and  Asiatic  manufacturers 
to  imitate  these  cloths  and  to  sell  a  poorer  quaUty  at  lower  prices, 
which  they  have  succeeded  in  doing  to  a  small  extent. 


TUNIS. 

[Prbfared  in  the  Bureau  op  Manufactures  from  official  sourcbb.] 

The  total  population  of  the  French  colony  known  as  the  Regencv 
of  Tunis  is  estimated  at  1 .900,000,  no  exact  official  returns  bein^  avail- 
able. About  130,000  or  these  are  foreigners,  Italians  constituting 
over  half  of  the  number,  and  the  French  residents,  exclusive  of  the 
army  of  occupation^  numbering  25,000.  The  chier  city  and  capital 
of  the  regency,  Tunis,  has  a  population,  according  to  a  census  taken 
in  1906,  of  177,500,  of  which  27,500  are  Europeans,  100,000  native 
Mohammedans,  and  50,000  Jews. 

In  the  absence  of  any  report  from  a  United  States  consular  officer 
covering  the  industries  and  commerce  of  the  colony,  some  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  same  is  extracted  from  the  very  full  report  of  the 
British  consul-general.  This  report  states  that  the  trade  of  the 
regency  for  the  year  1907  shows  a  notable  gain  over  the  preceding 
year,  the  total  increase  reaching  $7,061,618.  The  imports  for  the 
year  were  valued  at  $20,022,767,  and  the  exports  at  $20,120,262. 
The  British  consul-general  adds  that  it  is  the  first  time  in  some  years 
that  the  value  of  the  exports  has  exceeded  that  of  the  imports.     He 
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attributes  this  to  the  good  agricultural  year  experienced  by  the  colony, 
and  to  a  steady  increase  in  the  industrial  output  in  the  form  of  phos- 
phates and  minerals. 

EXPORTS  BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  principal  articles  exported  to  the  various  countries  and  the 
values  of  all  of  the  exports  to  each  country  named  follow: 

France  (phoephates,  grain,  olive  oil,  sheep,  flour,  hides,  sponges,  dried 

vegetables,  ore,  etc^ $9, 974, 320 

Algeria  (dates,  sheep,  olive  oil,  grain,  zinc  ore,  cork,  wool,  hides,  swine, 

cattle,  etc.) 1,075,277 

United  Kingdom  (barley,  phosphates,  esparto  grass,  zinc  and  lead  ores). .  2, 971, 670 
Italy  (phosphates,  olive  oil,  fish,  tunny,  copper  ore,  hardware  tanbark, 

hides,  sponges) 3, 376, 529 

Belgium  (zinc  and  lead  ores,  phosphates,  sponges,  barley,  cork) 718, 719 

Germany  (phosphates,  barley,  zinc  and  lead  ores,  hides,  sponges) 471, 797 

United  States  (olive  oil,  etc.) 22, 926 

Egypt  (woolen  goods,  blankets,  fez  caps,  tanbark,  esparto  mats,  butter, 

olive  oil) 372,380 

Austria-Hungary  (phosphates,  cork,  sponges,  hides,  raw  wool) 118, 855 

Malta  (cattle,  wine,  soap,  olive  oil,  tunny,  barley,  horses,  mules,  fish). . .  344, 378 

Trii)oli  (fez  caps,  woolen  goods,  soap,  blankets) 175,715 

Spain  (phosphates,  sponges) 98, 021 

All  other  countries 399, 675 

Total  exports 20,120,262 

IMPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  imports  for  1907,  by  countries  and  articles,  were  as  follows: 

France  (hardware,  machinery,  wrought  iron  and  steel,  flour,  sugar, 
woven  goods,  venicles,  building  materials,  etc.) $12, 075, 159 

Algeria  (cattle,  woven  goods,  flour,  meal,  mules,  horses,  clothing,  grain, 
grocenes) 1,337,397 

United  Kingdom  (coal,  cotton  goods,  machinery,  wrought  iron  and 
steel,  sirups  and  jams,  hardware,  chemical  products) 1, 899, 979 

Italy  (cheese,  potatoes,  dried  vegetables,  woven  goods,  raw  silk,  machin- 
ery, matches) 1, 188, 974 

Belgium  (vehicles,  hardware,  wrought  iron  and  steel,  glassware,  woven 
goods,  peltry,  chocolate) 445,932 

Germany  (hardware,  machinery,  vehicles,  jewelry,  crockery,  woven 
goods,  peltry,  tobacco,  tar  dyes) 399, 788 

United  States  (machinery,  wheat,  tobacco,  petroleum,  etc.) 603, 558 

Egypt  (peltry,  sirups,  jewelry) 68, 676 

Austria-Hungary  (timber,  hardware,  machinery,  furniture,  woven  goods, 

crockery,  potatoes,  tobacco) 311 ,  339 

....  o{jj^^>(.o) 45, 477 

jewelry) 169,641 


,  dyes,  meal,  etc.) 274,568 

Spain  i^cotton  goods,  toys,  leather  goods,  wool) 144, 934 

British  India  {cotton  and  silk  goods,  pepper,  mdigo) 48, 865 

Morocco  (talc,  dried  vegetables) 16, 619 

All  other  coimtries 991, 861 

Total  imports 20,022,767 

In  the  value  of  articles  imported  into  Tunis  the  United  Kingdom 
took  first  place  after  France,  a  position  previously  occupied  by  Italy. 
The  percentage  of  the  total  trade  held  by  France  is  60  per  cent;  the 
United  Eangdom  has  12.1  per  cent,  and  all  other  countries  27.9  per 
cent.  Of  tms  the  part  of  the  United  States  is  but  1.5  per  cent.  The 
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United  Kingdom  supplied  nearly  half  of  the  cotton  fabrics  imported, 
and  more  of  the  machinery  than  the  United  States  furnished. 

Italy  holds  first  place  in  the  over-sea  carrying  trade  of  Tunis, 
although  in  imports  alone  France  has  more  than  twice  as  great  a  por- 
tion as  Italy.  France  comes  second  and  Great  Britain  tnird  in  the 
total  foreign  carrying  trade  of  the  regency. 

Undoubtedly  considerable  quantities  of  American  goods  reach 
Tunis  from  those  countries  having  direct  and  regular  steamer  com- 
munication with  the  regency,  but  even  allowing  for  this  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  with  this  prosperous  and  rapidly  developing  French 
province  is  far  smaller  than  it  should  be,  particularly  in  the  line  of 
iron  and  steel,  hardware,  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  chem- 
ical products,  cotton  coods,  etc.  The  recent  extension  of  railway 
lines  into  the  interior  has  not  onlv  called  for  material  for  construc- 
tion, but  has  opened  up  additional  markets. 


ALGERIA. 


By  Consul  James  Johnston,  Algiers. 

There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  almost  every  branch  of  trade 
during  1907.  An  excellent  crop  of  wheat  and  other  grain  permitted 
a  large  increase  in  exports,  while  severe  measures  taken  in  France 
against  fraud  in  the  wme  trade  resulted  in  an  increase  of  wine  exports 
of  nearly  $3,000,000.  The  important  public  works  going  on  in  the 
colony  caused  a  large  distribution  of  money  in  wages,  to  the  great 
reUef  of  both  European  and  native  workers  who  had  suffered  severely 
from  the  depression  of  the  preceding  years. 

The  total  mcrease  in  exports  was  $11,162,400,  all  exports  reaching 
$67,221,400  in  1907,  against  $56,059,000  in  1906. 

In  imports  the  difference  was  $7,347,600,  the  total  being  $87,678,000 
in  1907,  against  $80,330,400  in  1906.  These  figures  refer  only  to 
articles  imported  for  consumption  in  Algeria,  and  to  exports  of 
Algerian  productions.  Goods  imported  with  a  view  to  reexporta- 
tion, such  as  coal  for  bunkers,  are  not  included. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  principal  exports  and  imports  in 
which  there  was  a  noticeable  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  An 
interesting  item  is  that  of  imports  through  the  parcel  post,  which 
steadily  increased  from  year  to  year.  The  articles  coining  by  this 
means  are  almost  entirely  French  goods,  and  are  distributed  without 
examination,  the  most  of  them  no  doubt  being  dry  goods  of  all 
descriptions  and  fancy  articles. 


Articles. 


1906. 


IMPORTS. 

Dry  goods 

Machines 

Leatt^r 

Iron  and  steel 

By  parcel  post. . . 


$14,166,800 

4,901,600 

3,193,200 

1,031,600 

16,444,200 


1907. 


$17,357,200 

5,987,600 

3,705,200 

1,466,400 

17,390,200 


Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Cereals 

Wine 

Sheep 

Ore 

Corkwood 

Flour,  meal,  etc. . 


1906. 


1907. 


$9,117,400 
0,265,000 
5,137,600 
4,500,400 
3,118,800 
812,000 


$17,756,800 
12,145,600 
5,579,400 
5,513.600 
3,5n,200 
1,001,000 
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The  only  article  exported  which  showed  a  noticeable  decrease  was 
that  of  sMns,  which  amounted  to  $2,241,400  in  1906,  against 
$1,659,200  in  1907.     Other  articles  were  without  any  notable  change. 

The  imports  from  France  in  1907  were  valued  at  $76,900,400,  an 
increase  of  $8,832,200  over  the  previous  year,  while  the  exports 
thereto  for  the  two  years  amoimted  to  $50,029,200  and  $40,470,600, 
respectively.  The  imports  embrace  almost  every  description  of 
goods,  a  large  amount  of  which  come  from  foreign  coimtries  by  way 
of  France,  and  paying  the  duties  in  French  ports  do  not  figure  on 
the  customs  returns  in  Algeria.  The  imports  from  and  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  including  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  for  1907, 
amounted  to  $6,439,600  and  $4,052,800,  respectively;  Germany, 
$490,400  and  $2,291,600;  Belgium,  $135,400  and  $2,893,800;  Italy, 
$556^00  and  $1,023,200;  Austria-Hungary,  $511,600  and  $754,600; 
and  Russia,  $346,600  and  $1,080,200. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  from  and  to  these 
coimtries  in  1907  were  as  follows: 


Arttelee. 

Belglom. 

Gennany. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

Italy. 

Austria- 
Hungary. 

Russia. 

IMPORTS. 

Coal                    

S30,600 

94,800 
55,600 

$5,208,000 
678,600 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoctures  of: 

Machines -. 

18,400 

Tools                                 

OU: 

CottOD-fieed 

60,000 

Petnrieum 

$156,800 

Volatile                               ...    . 

11,600 
24,000 
33,000 
18,600 
55,400 

6,600 

Pmatoes                           

13,600 

9,800 

30,200 

113,200 

Skins 

Tobacco,  etc 

6,000 

1,341,800 

10,000 

694,200 

91,200 

24,600 

2,400 
933,800 

$34,200 

10,000 

BXPOETS. 
Alfe...               

'Rarlr   tunninF. . .                   ...         .... 

44,600 
179,000 
351,400 

89,200 

36,400 

237,400 

Bariey.  .  .  " 

120,400 
474,600 
178,800 

Cwkwood 

12,400 
160,600 

29,400 

279,600 
117,600 

959,200 

Hair,  vegetable 

31,200 

Ore: 

CoDDer 

Iron...                   .                       .... 

108,000 
136,600 
201,200 
531,400 
85,800 

84,200 

I,«id 

277,600 

jjlnp....            

311,400 
278,200 
49,000 
22,000 

18,400 
94,800 
43,400 
13,200 
51,600 
26,200 

Phosphates 

48,900 
91,000 
22,800 

109,400 

66,000 

gkins 

Tobacco. 

Wine 

59,800 
328,600 



Wool 

28,000 

15,200 

The  imports  from  Spain  in  1907  amoimted  to  $873,400,  the  prin- 
cipal article  being  fruit,  valued  at  $177,200.  The  exports  to  Spain 
were  valued  at  $591,200,  phosphate  and  corkwood  comprising  the 
principal  articles.  Ttade  with  other  coimtries  is  insignificant,  with 
the  exception  of  Tunis  and  Morocco.  The  imports  from  Tunis 
amountea  to  $1,703,000  and  the  exports  thereto  $1,243,800,  while 
the  imports  from  Morocco  were  valued  at  $1,665,800  and  the  exports 
at  $1,093,000.  The  details  present  no  features  of  interest,  the  articles 
bein^  chiefly  cattle,  sheep,  and  cereals,  with  a  considerable  amoimt  of 
goo<&  in  transit. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


692 


COMMERCIAL  BEIATIONS. 


TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$1,044,600,  an  increase  of  $158,600  over  1906  and  of  $372,600  over 
1905.    The  principal  articles  were: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

AitiolM. 

1906. 

1906. 

1007. 

Agrloultoral    Im- 
plements and  ma- 

1122,800 

279,000 

15,000 

16,000 

61,400 

$159,000      1209,800 

204,800        244,400 

167,200         22,800 

10,000          12,200 

153,000         164.000 

Tobacco  leaf 

tll0,000 

103,200 
5,600 
73,800 
10,400 

$117,600 
25,400 
170,400 
18,000 

chinery  

Wood  and  staves... 
other  articles 

Total 

41,800 
27,000 

Cotton-seed  oU 

Grain 

TTardware 

672,000 

886,000 

1,044,600 

Fotroleimi 

'        1 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907  amounted  to  $735,423, 
against  $634,486  in  1906  and  $324,200  in  1905,  the  principal  items 
being  as  follows; 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

Alfa  (esparto  grass). 
Antimonial    lead 

$1,264 

40,177 

4,246 

12,173 

210,226 

7,590 

199,303 

5,683 

8,882 

Oil— Conttntwd. 
011^ 

$11,800 

$55,120 

$9,972 

11,341 

417 

waste          

Sulphur. 

Automobiles 

Sardines,  salted 

2,781 
279,287 
42,505 
50,207 

2,901 

Briar  wood 

Skins  (mostty  goat). 
Tartar 

23,800 
59,000 
2,600 

122,353 
21,527 
74,606 
5,708 

Corkwood 

1103,800 

$126,530 

5,419 

56,403 

5,635 

8,559 

Curios  and  caroets. . 

Vegetable  fiber 

other  articles 

Total 

Iron  ore 

Marble 

OU: 

Essential 

10,600 

824,200 

634,486 

735,421 

NAVIGATION   AND  RAILWAYS — FORESTS — ^MININO. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  was  slightly  over  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  coal  for  bunkers  was  $1,422|000| 
against  $1,371,000  in  1906,  a  diflFerence  of  $51,000. 

Nothing  was  done  in  1907  in  the  way  of  raihoad  extension,  as 
several  matters  were  pending,  the  principal  one  beinc  the  purchase 
of  the  Est  Alg^rien  line  from  Algiers  to  Constantine  ana  Biskra  by  the 
colonial  government.  This  has  now  been  approved  by  the  BVench 
Parliament,  and  the  line  will  be  taken  over  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year.  Branch  lines  will  be  begim  shortly,  and  the  total  expenditure 
of  the  colony  on  railroad  work  during  1908  is  estimated  at  about 
$5,000,000,  an  important  portion  of  which  sum  will  be  spent  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  line  from  Tebessa  to  Ain-Beida  and  a  oirect  line  from 
Bougie  to  S6tif . 

With  the  exception  of  an  increase  of  some  250  tons  in  the  production 
of  corkwood^  there  is  little  change  to  note,  but  a  satisfactory  feature 
is  a  great  diminution  in  the  damage  done  bv  forest  fires,  genendly 
caused  by  the  carelessness  of  the  natives.  Tne  construction  of  large 
trenches  at  regular  intervals  and  a  more  careful  watch  have  resulted 
in  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  fires  from  475  in  1903  to  219  in  1907. 
The  total  damage  done  in  the  past  year  is  estimated  at  $80,000. 

Mining  operations  are  being  steadily  carried  on.  Four  new  con- 
cessions were  granted  during  the  past  year,  and  there  are  many 
applications  imder  consideration.    The  most  interesting  event  in 
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mining  matters  was  the  termination  of  the  long  litigation  between  two 
rival  companies  for  the  Ouenza  mines,  in  the  Department  of  Con- 
stantine,  near  the  Timisian  frontier,  by  a  compromise  which  gives  the 
property  to  the  Soci6t6  d'Cltudes  de  lAXienza,  the  chairman  of  which 
IS  tne  president  of  the  well-known  company  of  Crensot. 

This  arrangement  is  a  most  fortunate  matter  for  Algeria.  The 
conditions  of  the  concession  are  as  follows:  First,  an  annual  payment 
to  the  colony  of  846,000  francs,  or  $163,085,  the  payments  to  begin 
four  years  aiter  the  opening  of  the  mines;  second,  the  construction, 
before  b^inning  work  at  the  mines,  of  a  railway  to  Bone,  a  distance 
of  130  nmes,  at  the  expense  of  the  company.  This  will  open  up  a 
large  district  for  colonization  and  mining  enterprise  hitherto  poorly 
provided  with  facilities  of  communication,  and  is  of  much  nigher 
importance  to  the  colony  than  the  yearly  contribution  to  its  ex- 
chequer. An  interesting  feature  in  the  construction  of  this  railway 
will  be  a  metallic  bridge  over  the  Medjerda  River  at  a  height  of  430 
feet  above  the  river  and  with  a  central  arch  of  over  1,300  feet  in  span, 
by  far  the  largest  span  yet  attempted  in  Algeria. 

TOBACCO  AND  COTTON  GROWING — PUBLIC  UTILrTIES. 

Full  statistics  are  not  yet  available  as  to  the  tobacco  crop,  but  it 
appears  certain  that  there  was  a  considerable  deficit  and  prices  have 
gone  up.  The  winter  was  exceptionally  wet  and  cold  and  the  spring 
imfavorable,  this  being  followed  by  attacks  of  caterpillars,  so  tnat  a 
heavy  loss  was  the  consequence.  The  quality  also  suffered  greatly 
and  was  distinctly  inferior  to  that  of  the  past  few  years. 

Experiments  in  cotton  growing  were  on  a  larger  scale  than  in  1906, 
and  in  suitable  soils  the  Quality  was  remarkably  good,  but  it  seems 
evident  that  only  a  limited  extent  of  country  in  A^eria  is  adapted  to 
cotton  cultivation  and  that  the  production  can  never  have  a  serious 
influence  on  the  general  price  of  the  fiber.  Some  experiments  made 
in  growing  cotton  in  dry  soil  where  irrigation  is  not  possible  resulted 
in  an  imexpectedly  large  yield,  but  the  fiber  was  light  and  weak. 

The  receipts  of  the  postal  service  in  1907  showed  a  falling  off  of 
nearly  $5,000  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  postage  to  Trance 
and  to  all  French  colonies  and  protectorates,  however  oistant,  to  10 
centimes  (2  cents),  but  the  deficit  will  no  doubt  soon  disappear,  owing 
to  the  already  noticeable  increase  of  correspondence.  The  receipts  or 
the  telegraph  increased  during  the  year  by  over  $14,000,  but  not  much 
was  done  in  the  way  of  extension  of  lines.  The  increase  in  telephone 
receipts  amounted  to  more  than  $12,000,  but  it  is  expected  that  1908 
will  show  a  far  larger  gain,  owing  to  the  many  improvements  in  course 
of  construction.  Some  1,700  miles  of  new  wires  were  built  during 
the  year^  bringing  the  total  up  to  about  6,500  miles  and  insuring 
telephonic  communication  between  almost  all  the  principal  towns 
and  villages  of  the  colony.     • 

There  was  no  development  in  the  various  industries.  With  the 
exception  of  flour  and  oil  mills,  brick  and  tile  works,  and  tanneries 
there  are  no  important  industries  in  Algeria.  The  prospects  for  the 
future  seem  brighter  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  in  the  history 
of  the  colony.  The  experiment  of  giving  financial  autonomy  to 
Algeria  has  been  thoroughly  successfiu,  and  the  Algerian  assemblies 
have  shown  themselves  wise  and  prudent  administrators.    Much 
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will  be  done  during  1908  in  opening  up  the  country,  but  it  will  be  in 
1909  that  the  great  public  works  will  be  in  full  activity.  If  direct 
communication  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Algeria,  there 
would  almost  certainly  be  a  large  increase  in  the  purchase  of  American 
goods. 


ORAN. 

By  Consular  Agent  Albert  H.  Elford. 

There  was  an  excellent  crop  of  cereals  in  1907,  more  than  double 
that  of  1906.  About  261,000  tons  were  exported.  The  exports  of 
wine  in  1907  amounted  to  203,168,240  liters  (liter- 1.0567  quarts), 
of  which  France  took  200,435,142  Uters,  the  remainder  goin^  mostly 
to  Germany.  The  shipments  of  sheep  nxmibered  562,146,  aunost  all 
of  which  went  to  Marseille.  There  were  also  exported  2,733  head  of 
cattle  and  1,316  horses,  donkeys,  etc.,  a  slight  decrease  from  1906. 
About  350  tons  of  corkwood  were  exported  and  the  opening  upof 
new  forests  will  probably  increase  the  shipments  in  the  future.  The 
mineral  exports,  including  iron  ore,  copper,  lead,  and  zinc  amoimted 
to  430,026  tons.  The  other  exports  were:  Skins,  783  tons;  wool, 
4,812  tons;  bark,  3,764  tons;  esparto,  89,867  tons,  and  vegetable 
fiber,  27,645  tons. 

IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNriED   STATES. 

Among  the  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States  were:  Tobacco, 
123  tons,  a  decrease  of  31  tons  from  1906;  cotton-seed  oil,  639  tons, 
a  decrease  of  84  tons;  petroleum,  553  tons,  an  increase  of  287  tons; 
agricultural  machinery,  387  tons,  an  increase  of  247  tons;  mechanical 
instnunents,  34  tons,*^  an  increase  of  14  tons;  and  wheat,  587  tons, 
a  decrease  of  4,103  tons. 

Quantities  of  catalogues  from  firms  wishing  to  open  up  trade  are 
sent  here,  but  they  are  invariably  printed  in  English.  If  they  were 
printed  in  the  French  and  Spanish  languages,  and  the  metric  system 
employed  for  weights  and  measures,  with  prices  in  francs,  it  would 
be  much  better,  as  little  or  no  English  is  spoken  here.  Trade  in 
general  with  the  United  States  is  almost  stagnant,  and  there  appears 
to  be  no  signs  of  improvement. 


MOROCCO. 

TETUAN. 

By  Vice  Consul-General  George  E.  Holt,  Tangier. 

Tetuan,  which  might  aptly  be  termed  an  inland  seaport  owing  to 
its  distance  of  about  8  miles  from  the  coast,  but  which  has  close  con- 
nection with  it  by  traffic  and  possesses  a  custom-house,  etc.,  lies 
about  40  miles,  by  land,  from  Tangier,  and  some  7  hours  by  sea  and 
land  route.     It  is  probably  the  most  Moorish  of  Moroccan  coast  towns. 

With  the  customary  lack  of  any  record  of  imports  and  exports,  except 
those  culled  with  much  labor  from  ships'  manifests  by  the  consular 
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representatives  there,  accurate  figures  of  the  trade  of  Tetuan  are 
impossible.  Judging  from  the  statistics  obtainable,  with  proper 
allowance  for  errors,  the  British  trade,  import  and  export,  exceeds 
the  French  trade  by  perhaps  10  per  cent  on  the  former  and  50  per 
cent  on  the  latter.  The  chief  import  is  flour  and  semolina,  which 
remains  ahnost  stationary  at  $100,000  per  year,  and  which  is  almost 
eaually  divided  between  English  and  French  exporters.  Cottons,  of 
wnich  England  supplies  about  90  per  cent,  reach  a  value  of  very 
nearly  the  same.  Sugar,  chiefly  from  France,  is  imported  to  the 
extent  of  about  $30,000  annually.  The  other  chief  imports  are  oils, 
$15,000;  wool,  $15,000;  candles,  Enghsh,  $13,000;  silk  and  silks, 
$10,000;  petroleum,  $10,000;  while  furniture,  hardware  and  iron,  soap, 
spirits  and  wine,  spices,  and  tea  are  imported  to  the  value  of  about 
$5,000  annually.  The  total  imports  reach  about  $350,000  annually. 
The  principal  exports  are  eggs,  valued  at  $30,000;  linseed,  $5,000; 
and  slippers,  cork,  oranges,  beeswax,  raisins,  and  skins,  the  total 
being  aoout  $60,000.  American  goods,  such  as  find  a  sale  in  other 
Moroccan  towns,  would  also  find  a  sale  in  Tetuan. 

TRAFFIC   AT   PORT   OF   MELILLA. 

The  total  trade  of  the  port  of  Meiilla  in  1907  amoimted  to  $2,513,315, 
of  which  $2,177,307  were  imports  and  $336,008  were  exports.  The 
imports  from  France  totaled  $1,011,500,  and  consisted  or  the  follow- 
ing principal  articles:  Vermicelli,  worth  $489,119;  flour,  $237,932; 
sugar,  $209,203;  tea,  $138,060;  cotton  goods,  $51,024;  and  coflfee, 
$32,074.  The  exports  to  France  were  valued  at  $204,276,  the  articles 
being  wool,  worth  $146,817;  sheepskins,  $16,614;  and  goatskins, 
$40,845.  The  imports  from  Spain  amounted  to  $387,215,  the  prin- 
cipal articles  beuig  as  follows:  Wine,  valued  at  $109,000;  coal, 
$44,231;  olive  oil,  $39,079;  rice,  $22,500;  and  flour,  $26,231.  The 
exports  to  Spain,  valued  at  $68,311,  consisted  of  the  following  lead- 
ing items:  Iron,  worth  $12,538;  cotton  goods,  $12,054;  and  woolen 
articles,  $16,224.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  val- 
ued at  $601,051,  and  consisted  of  the  following  principal  articles: 
Cotton  goods,  worth  $274,955;  liquors,  $64,232;  tea,  $51,770; 
candles,  $30,000;  biscuits,  $14,300;  soap,  $15,500;  and  woolen  arti- 
cles, $19,032.  There  were  no  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
purchases  from  Italy  amounted  to  $10,939  and  from  Germany  $18,796. 
There  were  shipments  to  the  former  country  valued  at  $22,875,  but 
none  to  the  latter  country. 

WHY   AMERICAN    PRODUCTS    ARE    NOT   SOLD   IN    MOROCCO. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  replies  in  answer  to  inqui- 
ries of  leading  importers  as  to  the  reason  why  American  products 
are  not  sold  in  the  Empire : 

FROM  LARACHE  IMPORTERS. 

We  are  Borry  to  state  that,  except  a  few  articles,  such  as  phonographs  and  phar- 
maceutical products,  we  have  never  received  American  catalogues  or  circulars  of 
products  which  might  be  interesting  for  this  market.  Therefore,  we  have  never  had 
the  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  American  products,  which  are  in  ^neral 
reauest  and  much  appreciated  in  productive  and  industrial  countries,  where,  m  spite 
of  neavy  tariffs,  they  compete  with  the  national  products  in  machinery,  agricultural 
implements,  tools,  etc.,  and  in  all  articles  connected  with  metallurgiod  industry. 
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If,  therefore,  American  products  are  not  as  yet  known  in  Morocco,  it  is  because 
American  manufacturers  have  done  nothing  to  conquer  this  market.  At  present  the 
general  imports  into  Morocco  consist  of  cottons  (Manchester  goods),  loaf  sugar;  metal 
goods — steel,  iron  beams,  hardware,  etc.;  glass,  glassware,  cements,  etc.;  candles, 
pumps,  windmills,  petroleum  motors,  etc. 

FROM   MAZAGAN   IMPORTERS. 

We  shall  be  very  much  pleased  to  have  our  name  add^d  to  the  list  of  merchants 
which  the  consulate-genersd  is  now  compiling  for  the  convenience  of  American  ex- 
porters. The  American  goods  in  which  we  are  most  interested,  and  which  we  should 
like  to  see  introduced,  are  cottons,  timber,  tin  plates,  and  petroleum.  Any  correspond- 
ence  we  may  receive  from  the  United  States  concerning  these  articles  will,  conse- 
quently, have  our  attention. 

PROM  RABAT  IMPORTBR8. 

We  are  now  agents  for  an  American  oil  company,  and  we  do  banking  business, 
and  are  importers  and  exporters.  It  is  regrettable  that  merchants  in  me  United 
States  are  not  better  informed  of  what  can  be  done  in  this  country.  The  political 
situation  is  not  as  bad  as  rumored  by  the  European  press.  We  see  no  better  method 
of  introducing  American  products  than  through  commercial  travelers  coming  here 
to  study  on  the  spot.  Let  them  come  with  all  kinds  of  samples  and  with  the  power 
to  do  business,  and  the  results  will  be  more  favorable.  Rabat  is  a  fine  field  for  study- 
ing the  trade  conditions  of  Morocco.  Cattle  rearing,  dairying,  tobacco  growing,  and 
many  other  enterprises  can  be  studied  here  with  a  view  to  supplying  them  with 
modem  tools  and  machines.  Such  travelers  would  find  here  a  new  field  for  exploita- 
tion, and  we  strongly  reconmiend  the  formation  of  companies  in  the  United  States 
for  such  purposes. 

FROM  A  8AFFI  IMPORTER. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  being  useful  to  the  introduction  of  American  products 
into  Morocco.  Some  years  ago  I  made  efforts  in  this  direction,  but  circumstances 
were  unfavorable,  and  I  could  not  continue  such  efforts.  I  believe  that  many  Ameri- 
can wares  would  find  ready  acceptance  in  this  country,  and,  also^  that  produce  could 
be  exported  to  the  United  States  direct  which  is  now  exported  via  European  ports. 

For  the  introduction  of  American  goods  into  Morocco  American  exporters  should 
deal  as  considerately  and  as  liberallv  with  our  importers  as  European  exporters  do. 
The  principal  American  products  which  could  be  sold  in  Morocco  are  cotton  ^oods, 
raw  cotton,  paraffin  candles,  ironwares,  paper  and  paper  ware,  tobacco,  machinery, 
timber,  petroleum,  and  miscellaneous  other  products  which  could  be  worked  up  m 
connection  with  the  principal  products  just  mentioned. 

If  mjr  health  permits,  I  have  in  view  a  voyage  to  the  United  States  for  the  purpose 
of  forming,  if  possible,  a  limited  concern  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  Amencan 
products  into  all  North  Africa,  and  of  a  return  trade,  the  exports  of  North  African 
products  to  the  United  States,  In  the  meantime  I  will  be  glad  to  give  American 
exporters  all  the  information  that  may  be  useful  to  them. 

[The  addresses  of  the  foregoing  and  other  merchant  importers  are 
on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 


FRENCH  SENEGAL. 

TRADE   CONTROLLED   BY   FRANCE   AND   THE    UNITED   KINGDOM. 

Consular  Clerk  Milton  B.  K^rk,  of  Paris,  prepared  a  descriptive 
review  of  the  French  African  colony  of  Senegal,  which,  though  it  has 
a  railroad  of  163  miles,  connecting  the  ports  of  St.  Louis,  Dakar,  and 
Rufisque  with  points  on  the  Senegal  River,  is  still  largely  xmdeveloped. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  report: 

The  colomal  administration  is  studying  the  ways  and  means  to 
install  fish-drying  places.  The  best  stations  are  found  to  the  south 
of  Cape  Blanc,  in  the  deep,  sandy  bays  of  L6vrier  and  Arguin.    These 
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banks  are  said  to  be  richer  in  fish  and  less  dangerous  than  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland.  The  dominant  species  are  the  cod — diflFerent  from 
the  Newfoundland  cod,  but  not  inferior  thereto — wolf  fish,  mullets, 
sheepshead,  gilthead,  gurnet,  and  herring.  A  schooner  of  40  tons, 
manned  by  Uanary  Islanders,  catches  and  preserves  daily  3  tons  of 
fish. 

Aroimd  Dakar  the  most  conmion  fishes  are  the  hammerfish,  the 
rocfcfish,  the  mullet,  the  gilthead  (which  the  natives  prepare  in  large 
quantities),  the  sole,  the  turbot,  and  the  herring. 

There  are  many  species  of  trees,  which  frequently  grow  to  a  great 
height,  such  as  the  Senegal  mahogany,  the  silk-cotton  tree,  the  oil-palm, 
the  baobab,  the  manp'ove,  the  acacia  gum  tree,  etc.  All  the  rub- 
ber of  French  West  Africa  is  furnished  by  a  single  species,  the  Landol- 
Shia,  called  the  *'  toll.''  This  is  one  of  the  finest  shrubs  of  the  tropical 
ora,  which,  on  the  lateral  plateau  (argillaceous  sandstone),  frequently 
forms  large,  heavy  thickets,  16  to  24  feet  high. 

IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

The  imports  into  the  colony  in  1906,  chiefly  at  the  port  of  Dakar, 
were  valued  at  $10,435,974,  an  increase  as  compared  with  1906  oi 
$164,222;  the  exports  were  valued  at  $6,893,917,  an  increase  as  com- 
pared with  1905  of  $2,152,797. 

Of  the  imports,  50.1  per  cent  were  from  France,  7.8  per  cent  from 
French  colonies,  and  42.1  per  cent  from  foreign  countries.  Of  the 
exports,  72.5  per  cent  went  to  France,  5  per  cent  to  French  colonies, 
and  27  per  cent  to  foreign  countries. 

The  principal  import  into  the  colony  is  cotton  textiles,  which 
amounted  to  $3,304,007  in  1906,  imported  from  the  following  countries : 
United  Kingdom,  $1,593,000;  France,  $672,000;  French  colonies, 
$786,000;  Germany,  $28,000;  Holland,  $225,000;  United  States,  $7. 

The  total  imports  into  French  Senegal  from  the  United  States  in 
1906  amountecf  to  only  about  $192,000,  composed  of  the  following 
products:  Tobacco,  $128,548;  pine,  $30,000;  wood  manufactures, 
$8,000;  wagons,  $1,000;  kerosene,  $11,000;  tobacco  manufactures, 
$700,  etc. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  United  States  is  far  from  doing  the 
business  it  should  do  with  Senegal,  especially  in  cotton  textiles.  The 
same  appUes  to  the  French  possessions  in  West  Africa.  The  only 
way  to  clo  any  business  in  those  colonies  is  to  have  a  good  American 
agent  on  the  spot  to  study  conditions,  and  not  trust  to  foreign 
houses  to  push  American  goods. 

FRENCH   AFRICAN  POSSESSIONS   NOT   WELL   KNOWN. 

I  do  not  think  that  American  exporters  appreciate  the  wonderful 
fertiUty,  the  immensity  of  the  French  West  African  possessions,  nor 
the  great  chances  for  trade.  The  American  consulate  at  Dakar  (at 
present  no  consul  is  there)  should  be  of  great  commercial  impor- 
tance. That  port  is  the  seat  of  the  governor-general  for  Senegal, 
Upper  Senegal,  Niger,  Guinea,  and  Danomey  (Mauritania  being  still 
under  a  mihtary  governor),  all  important  and  fertile  colonies.  Until 
recently  the  island  of  Goree  was  the  residence  of  the  governor-gen- 
eral, but  a  new  palace  has  been  completed  and  Goree  remains  only  a 
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fort.  Six  millioQ  francs,  or  about  $1,200,000,  has  been  spent  on  the 
city  proper.  The  city  is  small,  containing  1,800  officials  and  soldiers, 
and  about  700  merchants,  traders,  artisans,  etc.,  and  about  10,000 
blacks.  Electricity  is  being  installed,  the  telephone  has  been  working 
for  years,  the  streets  are  well  paved  and  drained,  and  shade  trees  are 
abundant.  There  is  a  submanne  cable  to  Brest,  France,  and  one  that 
connects  the  French  colonies  to  Libreville,  Kongo.  The  cables  have 
recently  been  bought  from  an  English  syndicate,  and  there  is  also 
a  cable  to  Pernambuco,  Brazil.  As  Dakar  has  doubled  in  popula- 
tion duriug  the  last  five  years,  living  expenses  are  rather  high  and 
good  lod^ngs  hard  to  obtain. 

Dakar  is  the  healthiest  French  West  African  city^  and  one  c^n  live 
there  comfortably  for  at  least  three  years.  There  is  a  Uttle  malarial 
fever,  which  is  mostly  brought  from  the  interior  and  from  along  the 
coast.  From  December  to  the  middle  of  May  the  temperature  is 
comparatively  fresh,  and  after  sunset  European  clothes  can  be  com- 
fortably worn.  Durix^  the  rainy  or  hot  season  the  nights  are  fairly 
cool.  The  rainfall  is  not  excessive,  and  the  sandy  soil  easily  absorl^ 
what  wAter  falls. 

A  great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  on  the  harbor.  During 
1908  two  long  jetties  Have  been  finished,  which  completely  inclose 
the  port.  There  are  two  large  quays,  on  which  steel  warehouses  are 
being  built.  In  the  harbor  twenty  large  cargo  boats  can  anchor. 
There  are  good  coaling  faciUties,  and  at  the  end  of  the  harbor  a  naval 
port  is  being  constructed,  with  a  dry  dock  of  about  540  feet  in  length. 
Good  water  is  obtained  from  the  wells  at  ITam,  about  6  miles  from  the 
city. 


SIERRA  UEONE. 

[Prepared  prom  a  report  furnished  by  Consul  William  J.  Yerbt,  of  Sierra 
Leone,  and  from  British  statistics.] 

The  imports  into  Sierra  Leone  for  1907  amounted  to  $4,808,209, 
against  $4,310,994  for  1906.  The  exports  for  the  two  years  were 
valued  at  $3,287,i535  and  $2,561,443,  respectively.  The  articles  of 
import  showing  an  increase  were  gin,  rum,  unmanufactured  tobacco, 
cotton  goods,  kerosene,  etc.,  for  which  there  was  a  demand,  brought 
about  by  the  high  prices  given  for  the  produce  of  the  colony  in  the 
European  markets.  The  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  Canary 
Islands,  United  States,  and  the  countries  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa 
are  responsible  for  the  principal  increases  in  the  imports. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  greater 
than  from  any  other  country,  amounting  to  $3,449,205  in  1907, 
against  $3,200,508  in  1906.  The  purchases  from  the  United  States 
in  1907  were  valued  at  $125,279.  These  figures  do  not  represent  the 
actual  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States,  as  American 
products  and  manufactures  passing  in  transit  through  Liverpool  to 
Sierra  Leone  are  credited  as  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
But  for  the  present  system  of  preparing  the  import  statistics,  the 
United  States  would  rank  next  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  vol- 
ume of  imports. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMBBCE   OF  NORTHERK   AND  CENTRAL  AFRICA. 
PRINCIPAL  IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 


699 


The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  piincipal  imports 
into  Sierra  Leone  during  the  years  1906,  1906,  and  1907: 


Articles. 

Subject  to  ad  valorem 
duties: 

Beads..... 

Cotton  manuliac- 
tures 

Haberdastiery 

TTats  and  caps... 

Hardware 

Iron  pots 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Soap 

Subject  to spedficdu- 
ties: 

Bread 


1906. 

1906. 

1907. 

128,022 

$47,224 

$56,406 

996,255 
134,862 
37,582 
94,566 
18,579 
23,235 
78,035 
11,890 

1,117,150 
150,737 
45,244 
112,455 
24,077 
25,210 
93.160 
10,294 

1,222,749 
149,798 
71,068 
130,760 
29.959 
23,442 
83,305 
17,757 
1 

14,794 

20,652 

20,511 

Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

Subject  to  specific  du- 
ties—Continued. 
Flour 

$79,460 
74,095 
40,507 
43,284 
67.331 
27,035 

23,138 

125,172 

$80,560 
89,579 
80,533 
47,862 
73,802 
24,237 

25,633 

190.913 

Geneva 

Kerosene 

Lumber 

Salt 

Suear,  refined — 
Tobacco— 

Manufectured. . 

Unmanufac- 
tured  

1907. 


$82,014 
137,878 
47,602 
91,735 
58,609 
45,269 

25,106 

239,275 


Palm  kernels  continue  to  be  the  most  important  article  of  export, 
amounting  in  value  in  1907  tq  $2,179,224,  or  66.3  per  cent  or  the 
total  exports.  The  demand  for  palm  kernels  and  the  consequent 
high  prices  ruling  in  the  European  markets  for  them  were  probably 
brought  about  by  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  suitable  substitute 
for  animal  fats,  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  which  was  caused  by 
the  tinned  meat  scare  in  America  and  the  shrinkage  in  the  export  of 
fats  during  and  immediately  after  the  Russo-Japanese  war.  The 
bulk  of  the  palm  kernels  goes  to  Germany,  the  quantity  taken  in 
1907  being  26,693  tons,  out  of  a  total  of  34,942  tons  exported. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  kola  nuts  was  $553,195,  an  increase  of 
$46,670  over  1906.  The  kola  nut  is  used  by  the  natives  as  a  tonic 
stimulant.  One  nut  well  masticated  and  eaten  will,  it  is  said,  sustain 
a  person  for  a  whole  day  without  food.  The  nut  has  no  intoxicating 
or  reactionary  effect. 

The  quantity  of  palm  oil  exported  during  the  year  amoimted  to 
615,997  gallons,  valued  at  $248,941,  an  increase  of  240,424  gallons, 
valued  at  $113,925,  over  1906.  The  exports  of  ginger  amoimted  to 
618  tons,  valued  at  $56,345.  The  quantity  of  rice  exported  in  1907 
was  the  largest  on  record,  amounting  to  30,768  bushels,  valued  at 
$27,423..  The  shipments  of  rubber  showed  a  falling  off,  amounting 
to  73  tons,  valued  at  $109,799,  against  107  tons,  worth  $146,822,  in 
1906. 

The  percentage  of  the  trade  of  Sierra  Leone  with  the  United  King- 
dom, British  colonies,  and  all  other  foreign  countries  for  1906  and 
1907  was  as  follows: 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  Kingdom 

Per  cent. 

74.24 

2.74 

23.02 

Percent. 
71.73 
2.30 
26.97 

Percent. 
30.5 
13.5 
56.0 

PercerU. 
27.5 

British  colonies 

9.1 

All  other  countries 

i3.4 
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AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT — SAVINGS   BANKS — NAVIGATION. 

The  progress  made  in  the  agricultural  development  of  the  coimtry 
has  necessarily  been  slow,  but  there  are  indications  that  the  results 
achieved  on  the  experimental  farm  established  in  the  Karene  district 
have  greatly  impressed  the  chiefs  in  that  district  and  are  aflFecting 
to  some  extent  tne  primitive  methods  of  cultivation  in  vogue  among 
the  people.  During  1907  considerable  attention  was  directed  to  the 
cultivation  of  rubber,  ginger,  and  fibers. 

The  deposits  in  savings  banks  in  1907  amoimted  to  $240,691, 
against  $195,049  in  the  previous  year.  The  depositors  numbered 
4,893,  a  decrease  of  808  compared  with  1906. 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  1907  was  1,916,  of  a 
tonnage  of  1,890,531.  Compared  with  1906  this  shows  an  increase 
of  149  vessels,  of  205,795  tons.  Of  the  total  for  1907, 1,290  vessels, 
of  a  tonnage  of  1,456,906,  were  British.  (German  and  British  ship- 
ping together  represent  85.92  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  entered 
rrom  all  countries.  The  returns  for  1907  show  a  total  tonnage  of 
727,983  entered  under  the  British  flae  and  84,074  under  the  German 
flag.  The  number  of  American  vessels  entered  and  cleared  was  9,  of 
6,693  tons,  against  11  vessels,  of  6,634  tons,  in  1906. 


RUBBER-YIELDING  VINES. 

A  number  of  samples  of  rubber  obtained  from  the  Gk)la  forests  in 
the  hinterland  of  Sierra  Leone,  adjacent  to  the  frontier  of  Liberia^ 
were  recently  forwarded  by  the  colonial  office  to  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute in  England.  It  is  reported  that  portions  of  the  forests  are  rich 
in  rubber-yielding  vines,  but  no  information  is  yet  available  regarding 
the  botanical  identity  of  these  vines.  With  the  exception  of  one 
sample,  which  contained  a  large  percentage  of  resin,  the  rubbers  were 
pronounced  by  the  Imperial  Institute  to  be  of  very  promising  quality, 
and  it  is  claimed  by  the  institute  that  there  is  no  aoubt  that  if  care- 
fully collected  and  prepared  they  would  command  satisfactory  prices 
in  tne  market. 

There  is  no  doubt,  judging  from  the  reports  of  those  who  have 
traveled  over  the  Sierra  Jjeone  hinterland,  that  the  productive  possi- 
bilities of  these  vines  are  great  and  the  qualities  quite  satisfactorj'-, 
but  little  is  produced. 


LIBERIA. 

By  Consul-General  Ernest  Lyon,  Monrovia. 

The  year  1907  was  an  exceedingly  interesting  one  to  the  people  of 
Liberia  from  the  view  point  of  the  new  financial  arrangement  and  an 
industrial  undertaking  under  the  supervision  of  a  corporation  bear- 
ing the  name  and  title  of  the  Libenan  Development  Company.  It 
is  rather  difficult  to  determine  at  this  stage  of  this  business  survey 
whether  the  company's  operations  in  so  lar  as  they  relate  to  the 
Government  of  Liberia  were  a  success  or  failure. 

One  of  the  apparent  results  of  the  visit  of  the  President  of  Liberia 
to  the  British  capital  last  fall  was  not  only  the  withdrawal  of  all 
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goyemment  contracts  with  this  company,  but  also  the  restraint 
which  was  placed  upon  the  further  use  of  the  balance  of  the  $480,000 
loan  on  which  the  company's  operations  in  Liberia  were  based.  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  change,  after  a  trial  of  only  one  year,  was  a 
breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  company  in  its  failure  to  carry 
out  the  stipulations  of  the  a^eement. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  chief  miancial  officer  of  the  RepubUc  that  1907 
was  a  successful  year  in  the  commercial  and  agricultural  centers  of 
the  country. 

The  gross  receipts  of  customs  and  internal  reyenue  collected  from 
the  fiye  counties  and  one  territory  which  constitute  the  pohtical 
diyision  of  the  RepubUc  were  as  follows:  Montserrado,  $178,691; 
Grand  Cape  Mount,  $41,902;  Marshall,  $15,766;  Grand  Bassa, 
$114,963;  Sinoe,  $35,504;  and  Maryland,  $47,591;  total,  $434,417, 
against  $357,433  in  1906,  and  $295,647  in  1905.  This  increase  in  the 
reyenue  is  accoimted  for,  among  other  contributing  causes,  by  the 
recently  enacted  statute  making  customs  duties  payable  in  gold 
insteaa  of  currency  as  heretofore,  as  well  as  a  decided  mcrease  in  the 
yolume  of  trade 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

It  is  difficult  under  the  present  system  to  get  the  true  yalue  of  goods 
imported  into  the  country.  There  are  no  public  means  by  whicn  the 
figures  can  be  obtained,  except  when  compiled  by  the  goyemment 
statistician  at  the  end  ot  the  year,  a  work  which  entails  delay.  It  is 
difficult  also  to  estimate  the  yalue  of  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States,  since  much  of  them  come  by  way  of  England  and  Germany 
and  are  credited  to  those  countries.  Neyertheless  the  report  shows 
a  remarkable  increase  in  the  yalue  of  goods  imported,  not  only  from 
Europe  but  also  from  the  United  States,  the  total  increase  amounting 
to  about  $160,902  for  the  year.  The  approximate  yalue  of  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  was  $30,000.  This  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  share  in  a  larger  degree  in  Liberian  trade 
IS  due,  as  has  often  been  said,  to  a  lacK  of  direct  communication 
between  the  two  countries,  for  there  is  eyidence  here  of  a  decided 
preference  for  American  manufactures. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
Liberia  in  1907: 


Artie  es 


Kerosene  oil 

Rom  and  gin 

Sugar 

Woolens 

Claret 

Tobacco 

Wine  and  champagne . . . 
Canned  meats  and  flsh . . 

Rice 

Salt 

QalTanised  iron 

Whisky  and  brandy 

Hams  and  bacon 

Agricultural  implements 


Articles. 


Pitch  pine  boards 

Boots  and  shoes 

Bread,  in  barrels , 

Butter 

Beef,  In  barrels 

Books 

Ale,  beer,  and  stout 

Fish,  In  barrels , 

Haberdashery 

Fish 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Sundries 

Hardware 

Brass  kettles , 


yalue. 


$14,564 

18,320 

4.000 

7,228 

3,411 

3,883 

6,250 

14,320 

60,875 

13,814 

8,700 

100,393 

30,260 

12,788 


Liberia  is  dependent  on  the  United  States  for  kerosene  oil,  pitch 
pine  lumber,  canned  meats,  agricultural  implements,  and  much  of  the 
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zinc  and  sundries.    These  come  via  the  Canary  Islands,  Liverpool, 
and  Hamburg. 
The  exports  of  Liberia  consist  of  natural  products  such  as  rubber, 

Eiassava,  palm  kernels,  calabar  beans,  palm  oil,  camwood,  ivory, 
ides,  native  timbers,  and  cultivated  products  such  as  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
ginger.  The  greater  portion  of  these  exports  go  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  German jr,  the  balance  being  in  favor  ot  Grermany,  on  account  of 
the  higher  price  paid  for  the  piassava  fiber.  The  a^regate  value  of 
the  exports  during  1907  amoimted  to  about  $948,436. 

The  coimtry  has  neither  manufactories  nor  permanent  industries 
to  guarantee  steady  emplovment  for  the  laboring  classes,  which 
resmts  in  the  migration  or  labor,  at  a  time  when  it  is  most  needed  for 
farm  cultivation.  This  will  probably  be  the  subject  of  special  legis- 
lation at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  which  will  seek  to  restrict  it. 

4GBICULTURE — LACK  OF  MODERN  METHODS. 

The  future  of  Liberia  lies  along  agricultural  lines.  The  year  1907 
witnessed  a  revival  of  interest  in  its  development,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  There  is  noted,  however,  not  only 
in  Liberia,  but  all  along  the  West  Coast  of  Africa, .  an  absence  of 
modem  methods  and  of  the  use  of  machinery  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  These  methods,  if  known,  are  not  practiced,  and  there  are  few 
well-related  and  well-adapted  farms  in  the  RepubUc.  The  plow  is 
rarely  if  ever  used,  and  the  mule  and  horse  are  strangers  in  agricul- 
tural operations.  Farming  is  conducted  on  the  extensive  rather  than 
upon  tne  intensive  plan.  Fertilizers  are  seldom  used  and  for  this 
reason  new  lands  are  constantly  in  demand,  which  draws  heavily 
upon  the  timber  regions.  The  ravages  in  this  direction,  followed  by 
the  wanton  destruction  of  valuable  timber,  are  very  great. 

The  soil  is  unquestionably  rich  and  fertile.  Its  productivity  is 
marvelous.  It  is  capable  of  producing  all  the  vegetables,  fruits,  and 
cereals  common  to  the  tropics,  and  many  of  those  whidh  are  culti- 
vated in  the  southern  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  adapted  to 
the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane,  the  stubble  lasting  from  three  to  five 
years.  During  a  journey  to  an  interior  section,  evidences  of  its  mar- 
velous growth  were  to  be  seen  everywhere.  In  some  sections  it  was 
noticed  growing  perpendicularlj^  to  a  considerable  height,  then  some- 
what horizontally,  thus  increasing  the  length  of  the  stalk  to  almost 
twice  the  average  growth.  The  possibiUties  are  great  for  the  sugar 
industry  on  the  banks  of  the  Cavalla  and  surrounding  coimtry. 

ARTICLES   OF  FOOD. 

The  most  valuable  of  the  natural  products  is  the  palm  tree  which 
bears  the  nut  from  which  palm  oil  is  made — the  butter  and  lard  of 
Africa.  It  has  an  export  value  when  shipped  as  kernels  to  Europe, 
where  it  is  manufactured  to  suit  the  market.  For  home  use  tnis 
tree  is  invaluable  to  the  native  population. 

The  other  chief  articles  of  food  are  rice,  cassava,  eddos,  and  sweet 
potatoes,  which  are  raised  only  for  home  consumption,  to  which 
might  be  added  garden  vegetables.  The  kola  nut  is  also  an  impor- 
tant article  of  food  among  the  aborigines,  and  for  this  reason  the  tola 
tree  is  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  every  native  settlement.    The 
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rice  grown  in  the  Kepublic  is  of  good  quality  and  consists  of  five  dif- 
ferent kinds.  The  crop  raised,  however,  is  insuflBicient  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  much  rice  has  to  be  imported  to  meet  the  demand. 
The  possibiUties  of  this  industry  ipay  be  determined  by  considering 
its  imported  value  for  the  past  year,  $110,085. 

Ginger  cultivation  has  suffered  on  account  of  the  fall  in  price. 
There  are  no  regular  plantations  of  cocoa  and  cotton,  althougn  the 
soil  is  admirably  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  both.  In  fact,  the  only 
attention  paid  to  cotton  cultivation  is  that  by  the  native  population, 
who  weave  it  into  cloth  for  home  use.  Their  knowledge,  though 
crude,  would  furnish  an  excellent  basis  for  a  more  extensive  manu- 
facture of  cotton  cloths.  In  this  particular  the  aborigines  are  in 
advance  of  the  civilized  population,  who  may  be  regarded  as  con- 
sumers and  not  producers. 

Among  the  pressing  needs,  apart  from  the  introduction  of  capital, 
are  ffooa  roads  leading  to  and  from  the  interior.  Trade  is  hindered 
by  this  lack  of  communication,  which  is  further  increased  by  tribal 
diflBculties,  resulting  in  closing  up  even  the  narrow  foot  paths,  thus 
diverting  the  trade  from  the  Liberian  seacoast  to  the  markets  of  the 
adjoining  colonies,  where  road  facilities  are  better. 

MANUFACTURING  FOR  THE   WEST   COAST. 

The  merchants  cater  to  the  needs  of  the  aborigines,  neglecting  those 
of  the  civilized  population.  In  this  way  the  markets  become  stocked 
with  trade  goods,  which  at  best  are  of  a  low  grade,  manufactured  ex- 
pressly for  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  civilized  population  meet 
this  oiflBiculty  by  ordering  privately  from  abroad.  This  practice 
is  growing,  to  the  detriment  of  trade.  The  iJnited  States,  in  this 
way.  comes  in  for  a  share  of  these  private  orders.  The  number 
would  be  increased  if  promptness  m  executing  them  could  be 
guaranteed,  but  this  seems  impossible  on  account  of  the  in- 
direct method  of  transportation,  oy  reason  of  which  American  ex- 
ports to  Liberia  are  sometimes  delayed  in  transit,  to  the  great  disad- 
vantage of  our  trade  relations  with  this  country. 

The  trade  and  revenue  of  the  Republic  have  steadily  increased 
from  its  national  independence  to  the  present.  In  official  circles  the 
hope  for  the  future  is  bright.  This  is  based  upon  the  settlement  of 
the  Franco-Liberian  controversy,  resulting  in  peace  with  its  neigh- 
bors, and  order  among  the  native  population  by  a  vigilant  pofice 
patrol.  In  this  way  it  is  believed  that  the  trade  now  diverted  in 
other  directions  will  return  to  its  proper  source,  which  will  mean  an 
increase  of  revenue  for  the  Republic.  The  merchants,  however,  do 
not  seem  to  be  in  harmony  witn  this  view. 

The  trade  of  Liberia  is  divided  principally  between  Germany,  the 
United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  and  tne  United  States.  Notwith- 
standing a  lack  of  direct  commercial  communication  between  the 
United  States  and  Liberia,  there  is  a  decided  preference  among  both 
Americo-Liberians  and  aborigines  for  American  goods  of  all  grades. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  year  ended  June  30,  1905 
amounted  to  $7;  in  1906,  $2,112;  and  in  1907,  $947.  The  total 
exports  for  the  three  years  was  $477,948,  $650,548  and  $948,436 
respectively. 
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GREAT   OPPORTUNITIES. 

WHAT   AN   AMERICAN   BUSINESS   MAN   SATS   OP  OPPORTUNITIES   IN 

WEST   AFRICA. 

The  following  account  of  the  experience  of  a  busmess  man  in  West 
Africa  is  furnished  by  the  Rev.  James  R.  Morris,  of  Passaic,  N.  J., 
and  is  given  here  because  of  his  earnest  desire  to  promote  American 
interests  in  that  country: 

Africa  is  to  me  an  exceedingly  interesting  country,  and  one  in  which  I  have  been 
interested  for  twenty  years.  Wnen  I  was  engaged  in  the  manufeoture  of  mechanical 
rubber  eoods  we  used  a  great  deal  of  rubber  and  palm  oil  &om  Africa,  and  my  interest 
b€^an  then  and  has  constantly  increased. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  I  wept 
out  to  investi^te  the  agricultural,  industrial,  and  educational  conditions  of  Liberia, 
as  well  as  to  visit  the  various  religious  works,  out  the  former  was  my  special  work.  It 
was  also  my  good  fortune  to  have  an  eepeciaUy  advantageous  opportunity  to  investi- 
gate and  learn  of  the  needs  and  conditions  of  Liberia,  Sierra  Leone,  Bathurst,  Senegal, 
and  Nigeria,  and  to  see  where  our  great  country  can  step  in  and  have  practically  a 
continent  to  barter  with.  There  is  a  demand  for  us,  and  a  wonder  in  nundrede  of 
hearts  why  we  do  not  come  to  trade. 

There  is  a  good  opportunity  in  Senegal  for  us  to  enter  and  sell  clothing,  foodstufEs, 
tools,  household  gcKxls,  and  cotton  cloths,  such  as  calicoes,  denims,  gray  cotton  or 
sheetings,  also  corrugated  iron.  From  Dakar  down  almost  the  whole  coast  use  cor- 
rugated iron  and  hundreds  of  houses  are  built  entirely  of  it.  Lumber  is  another 
great  need  there,  and  can  find  ready  sale  at  high  prices. 

There  is  not  a  sawmill  in  Liberia,  nor  a  brickyard  that  is  doing  anything,  nor  a 
dentist  or  watch  repairer,  and  hardly  a  tailor  or  snoe  repairs.  The  sawinp  of  wood 
is  done  wholly  by  nand,  and  is  a  very  slow  process,  as  some  of  the  wood  is  so  hard 
when  seasoned  tliat  a  nail  can  not  be  driven  into  it. 

NEED   OP  DIRECT  STEAMSHIP  COMMUNICATION. 

I  stood  on  the  deck  of  the  steamship  Patanni,  waiting  to  go  ashore  at  Grand 
Bassa,  and  in  conversation  with  a  merchant  of  that  place,  who  nad  some  American 
lumber  he  was  having  unloaded,  he  begged  me  to  try  and  interest  our  Government  in 
Liberia  and  its  people,  so  that  direct  tiide  could  be  established,  and  that  instead  of 
having  to  go  to  6reat  Britain  and  Europe,  they  could  either  come  to  America  or  order 
from  us.  Since  I  left  there,  he  and  others  have  written,  mr^ing  that  a  vessel  be  put  on 
for  this  purpose.  When  they  order  from  this  country,  via  Europe,  there  is  danger 
of  theft  on  tne  vessels  bound  for  West  Africa.  I  myseli  have  suffered,  having  lost  18 
women's  coats  on  one  shipment,  and  a  case  of  boots,  shoes,  and  rubbers  on  another, 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  redress. 

Sierra  Leone  is  also  a  splendid  field  for  American  trade,  and  is  becoming  better  all 
the  time.  Freetown  has  now  from  35,000  to  45,000  inhabitants,  and  is  the  leading 
city  of  the  colony.  It  has  a  number  of  very  fine  stores,  some  capitalized  at  $100,000 
to  1500,000.  Many  of  these  stores  would  be  very  glad  to  handle  American  foods, 
shoes,  clothing,  tools,  iron,  lumber,  paint,  etc.  The  reputation  of  our  goods,  with 
the  exception  of  canned  meats,  is  fcur  superior  to  that  of  British,  Grerman,  Dutch,  or 
French  production.  A  business  man  from  London,  whom  I  know  very  well  and 
who  has  just  returned  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Great  Britain,  told  me  the  natives  along 
the  line  of  the  railroad  in  the  hinterland  were  asking  him  for  a  well-known  American 
cereal. 

One  of  the  American  missionary  societies,  having  75  missionaries  to  Sierra  Leone, 
would  be  very  glad  if  they  could  get  American  goods,  and  could  travel  back  and  forth 
direct,  without  the  long,  roundabout  journey,  and  generally  rou^h  passage  of  our 
western  ocean.  I  stopped  in  the  home  of  the  superintendent  of  this  society  for  a  few 
weeks,  and  made  many  inquiries  into  trade  conditions  in  Sierra  Leone.  I  know  our 
consul,  Mr.  Yerby,  very  well,  and  feel  that  he  could  investigate  and  stimulate  com- 
mercial dealings  of  a  profitable  character  to  both  countries,  and  Doctor  Lyon  could 
do  the  same  at  Monrovia. 

We  could  also  enter  the  field  at  Bathurst,  which,  though  small  on  the  map,  is  a  very 
important  seaport  on  an  estuary  of  the  sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  River,  which 
is  about  3  miles  wide  at  that  point  and  navigable  for  over  600  miles.  The  finest 
cattle  from  the  whole  west  coast  of  Africa  come  from  up  this  river.  I  saw  hundreds 
of  barrels  of  American  cotton-seed  oil  put  off  there  and  10,000  bags  of  rice  f<^  one 
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French  firm.  There  is  a  fine  field  there  for  trade.  For  payment,  money,  beef,  and 
hides,  horses,  ground  nuts,  kola,  rubber,  and  other  indigenous  products  are  taken. 
There  is  a  big  profit  in  traaing,  and  on  ordinary  barter  the  merchants  fi£;tu-e  on  hx>m 
100  to  300  per  cent  profit.  For  instance,  a  ^otgun  made  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and 
sold  here  at  retail  for  $3  or  $4  is  sold  there  for  from  $7  to  $12.  My  16-6hot  .32-caliber 
gim.  costing  here  $14,  was  valued  there  at  from  $32  to  $50.  There  is  the  same  large 
pront  on  shoes,  for  which  there  is  a  ready  sale.  Even  an  Englishman  admits  that 
we  have  them  beaten  to  a  frazzle  on  shoes. 

HIDB8  AND  SKINS  IN  PLENTY. 

In  Nigeria  and  other  parts  of  West  Africa  an  unlimited  amount  of  skins  and  hides 
can  be  procured.  I  have  a  friend,  an  officer  in  the  English  army  who  has  spent  ten 
or  twelve  years  in  West  Africa,  and  he  told  me  that  he  has  seen  1,000  camels  in  a 
caravan  coming  to  his  military  center  in  one  week,  carrying  1,000,000  skins.  He 
said  that  it  is  m>m  this  part  of  the  world  England  gets  her  splendid  leather  for  gloves, 
etc.    We  could  get  some  of  it  also. 

In  Liberia,  back  from  the  coast  to  a  distance  of  from  30  to  60  miles,  the  cows  and 
chickens  are  small;  farther  inland  they  are  larger.  The  natives  do  not  milk  the  cows 
or  eat  the  chickens'  egra.  They  raise  cows  for  beef  and  use  the  egm  to  raise  chickens. 
The  beef  industry  could  be  made  a  fine  one,  Uie  meat  being  sold  to  the  settlements 
and  the  hides  sent  to  this  countrv.  I  have  seen  soldiers  standing  in  the  public  market 
at  Monrovia  to  keep  the  people  from  fighting  for  a  piece  of  fresh  meat.  There  is  not  a 
butcher  store  in  the  coimtry.  Cold  storage  is  greatly  needed,  and  we  could  sell  a  lot 
of  meat  all  along  the  coast^  especially  if  it  could  be  kept. 

The  water  deer  is  plentiful  a  short  distance  back  from  the  coast,  and  we  bought  a 
carcass  weighing,  dressed,  about  25  pounds  for  $1  in  trade.  It  was  delicious  in  taste, 
a  cross  between  good  lamb  and  chicken.  In  all  parts  of  the  interior  there  is  fine  game 
and  meats  are  easily  procured.  The  natives  call  everything  "beef,"  and  they  eat 
everything  from  a  snake  or  a  monkey  to  a  putrid  elephsmt. 

Many  of  the  settlers  and  better  class  of  people  in  Liberia  call  America  their  mother 
country,  and  want  to  see  her  again,  but  do  not  like  to  face  the  long,  roimdabout,  expen- 
sive tnp  via  Europe.  At  the  present  time  the  captains  of  tne  vessels  plying  the 
west  coast  are  independent,  and  frequently  refuse  to  stop  for  cargo  or  passengers,  even 
when  the  flag  signals  are  up. 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  at  least  two  American  banks  in  Liberia,  at 
Monrovia  and  Grand  Bassa.  The  people  would  cry  for  joy  if  we  showed  real  interest 
in  them,  but  although  they  feel  that  we  have  neglected  them  they  prefer  America 
to  any  other  country  and  our  goods  to  any  others.  They  buy  German  prints  because 
they  are  gaudy  in  pattern,  and  that  appeals  to  them.  However,  when  washed,  the 
starch  and  clay  leave  the  cloth  sleazy  and  like  cheesecloth.  Tne  people  like  ours 
better,  and  the  cloths  are  certainly  superior.  I  have  been  sending  goods  to  Africa 
for  fifteen  years,  and  always  hear  the  same  thing  from  all  sources,  the  supremacy  of 
American  trade  goods. 

NATIVES  WANT  TO  TRADE  WITH  AMERICANS. 

In  my  jungle  journeys  I  was  most  courteously  treated  by  the  kings,  chiefs,  head- 
men and  everyone,  and  more  than  one  powerful  king  made  me  imderstand  that  they 
were  tired  of  oeing  robbed  by  the  Liberians,  and  asked  me  to  market  their  coffee, 
palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  rubber,  ivory,  piassava,  etc.  They  wanted  me  to  stay  with 
them  and  in  their  pigeon  English,  or  native  tongue,  would  say,  "Daddy,  we  black 
people  no  got  sense  like  you  bi^  white  daddy.  Come,  teach  we  people  sense.  Come, 
send  white  man  here ;  we  sell  him  all  we  raise. "  They  have  been  treated  badly,  and 
can  show  you  a  bunch  of  duebills  they  received  from  some  of  the  civilized  traders 
who  received  their  goods,  ^ving  them  m  return  a  duebill,  which  is  still  due.  Many 
traders  are  making  their  living  doing  this,  and  are  selling  the  native  boys  and  girls 
into  slavery. 

Liberia,  from  its  geo^phical  position,  is  the  key  to  the  door  of  West  Africa.  Its 
possibilities  are  vast,  its  native  people  are  capable  of  magnificent  development, 
internecine  wars  are  decreasing,  and  as  a  result  there  are  more  men.  The  horrible 
Devil  and  Gree-Gree  bush  rites  are  being  crowded  out  by  approaching  trade,  educa- 
tion, and  missionaries,  and  by  travel  by  the  natives  who  come  in  contact  with  some 
gooa  people. 

I  saw  some  fine  specimens  of  work  done  by  the  great  Peesah  tribe,  which  is  from 
300,000  to  500,000  strong.  The  skill  of  these  natives  in  making  knives,  pots,  country 
cloths,  bottles,  bowls,  bags,  hammocks,  cords,  ropes,  etc.,  is  a  remarkable  testimony 
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to  their  native  ingenuity  and  eood  senBO.  I  have  given  them  a  bag  of  salt,  or  some 
American  cloth  for  covering  tne  loins,  for  which  they  will  walk  100  or  200  miles. 
One  man  walked  a  12  days  journey  to  bring  us  two  chickens  and  a  baf  of  rice  in 
gratitude  for  the  release  of  his  brother  from  slavery.  These  people  all  feel  that  white 
people  from  America  are  their  friends,  who  will  not  rob  or  take  advantage  of  them, 
but  help  them  for  kindness'  sake. 

Liberia  is  a  fine  country,  and  50  miles  inland  the  climate  is  no  worse  than  that 
which  we  have  here  at  New  York  City.  Nearly  all  the  land  is  splendidl}^  arable, 
vegetation  always  ag^;resBive.  and  fruits  and  crops  invariably  prolific.  The  jungle  is 
not  a  swamp,  but  thick  busn  and  trees.  Orchids  grow  wild  m  the  bush,  as  well  as 
pineapples,  sweet  potatoes,  cassada,  etc. 

VALUABLE  TDCBKR  IN  PLENTY. 

I  saw  on  the  deck  of  a  steamer  one  mahogany  log  40  feet  long  and  3^  feet  square 
at  each  end,  weighing  12  tons,  and  valued  at  $5,000.  There  were  over  400  logs  on  this 
same  vessel,  all  Dound  for  Europe.  There  are  millions  of  palm  trees  and  not  one 
plantation  for  systematic  development  and  harvesting  their  nch  product. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  woods  and  plants  to  be  gathered  and  marketed  from 
Liberia:  Ebony,  tenner,  several  kinds  of  nmhogany,  two  kinds  of  peach  wood,  red 
oak,  camwood,  palm  wine  palm,  cocoa-nut  palm,  palm  oil  palm,  walnut,  bitter  and 
sweet  orange,  lime,  sour  sop  (a  fine  fruit),  three  kinds  of  plum,  almond^  butter  or 
avocada  pear,  cinnamon  bark  tree,  black  pepper,  kola,  cottonwood,  painkiller,  bread 
fruit  tree,  bread  nut,  elephant  fruit,  rubber  trees  and  vines,  20  vaneties  coffee,  cot- 
ton, cocoa,  white  and  black  locust,  white  and  red  cedars,  maple,  cherry,  ash,  brim- 
stone, coe.  hickory,  banyan,  sass  wood  (whose  deadly  bark  is  used  for  poisoning  those 
accused  ol  witchcraft),  cushun  tree  ^a  n-uit  very  juicy,  with  its  stone  growing  on  the 
outside,  which  stone  makes  a  fine  indelible  ink),  African  apple,  dvewoods,  sweet  sop, 
paw  paw.  paint  tree,  cotton  bush  (from  which  cotton  is  raised},  wnistmore,  and  black 
Kum.  I  believe  I  discovered  a  wood  for  lead  pencils,  which  is  not  on  this  list.  The 
American  wood  which  is  used  for  pencils  is  expensive, 

There  is  a  fine  field  for  the  development  of  the  cotton  industry  in  the  hinterland  of 
Liberia.  There  is  considerable  ivory,  and  the  elephants  are  about  50  to  75  miles  from 
the  coast.  I  have  some  good  ^Id  specimens,  one  fi*om  the  northern  and  one  from 
the  south  central  part  of  Liberia.  Tnere  is  a  lot  of  good  g^e  rubber  there,  about  20 
varieties,  and  a  great  cocoa,  kola,  and  coffee  opportunity.  The  possibility  of  rice  pro- 
duction IB  practically  beyond  estimate,  and  Liberian  rice  is  the  best  1  have  ever 
eaten.  This  is  universal  testimony.  Capsicum  grows  in  abundance,  and  is  practi- 
cally valueless  to  the  native,  except  to  make  ''peppy  soup,"  or  mix  one  or  two  in 
their  rice  to  flavor  it.  Among  Liberian  vegetables  are  cabbage,  coUard,  mustard, 
radish,  tomato,  lettuce,  okra,  cassada,  rice,  pumpkin,  egg  plant,  eddoes,  yam.  plan- 
tain, sugar  cane,  pepper,  bread  fruit,  and  pineapples.  Tne  essential  oils  of  lime, 
lemon,  bananas,  com  palm,  and  cocoanut  and  kola  could  be  extracted  and  brought 
here  for  use  at  great  profit. 

This  country  has  splendid  rivers,  creeks,  brooks,  hills,  mountains,  uncleared  val- 
leys, and  very  little  swamp.  The  industrial  pursuits  are  practically  a  cipher.  Some 
of  the  young  men  begged  me  to  help  them  come  to  America,  so  tney  could  learn  a 
trade.  These  were  boys  in  the  colleges.  Fathers  and  mothers  offered  me  their  sons 
to  bring  to  this  country,  so  they  could  be  taught  practical  trades,  and  return  to  Liberia 
and  take  them  up.  They  send  to  England  tor  tneir  surfboats  and  oars,  and  pay  well 
for  them. 

AN  AMERICAN  OPPORTXTNITY. 

There  is  a  great  opportunity  for  American  industry  and  capital  to  go  to  Liberia  and 
develop  weaving,  pottery,  ironwork,  twine,  rope,  brush  works,  or  else  to  bring  the 
materials  to  this  country  and  ship  them  back  there  in  finished  goods.  They  want  our 
sugar,  salt,  soap,  preserved  fruits  and  vegetables.  A  can  of  tomatoes  sells  fcMr  40  or  50 
cents,  butter  for  75  cents  a  pound,  bacon  40  cents  per  pound.  Flour,  shoes,  boots, 
oversnoes,  rubber  coats,  all  Kinds  of  clothing,  tools  for  agriculture^  house  buildii^, 
etc.,  some  vehicles  of  conveyance,  medicines,  drugs,  condensed  milk,  bottled  milk, 
butter,  illuminating  oil,  ice,  lumber,  concrete  blocks,  brick,  beans,  peas,  watches, 
fountain  pens,  lead  pencils,  lamps,  lanterns,  pictures,  magazines,  all  xinas  of  cloth 
suitable  for  the  Tropics,  jewelry,  clocks,  all  kind  of  canned  goods,  meats — especially 
salt  pork  and  bacon — umbrellas,  tobacco,  stationery,  inks,  mucilage,  paint,  nails;  in 
i&ct  all  the  staples  can  be  sold  at  good  profit  to  both  civilized  and  heathen. 

Delay  is  likely  to  be  dangerous,  and  the  opportunity  will  pass.  There  are  practi- 
cally four  sea  ports  of  entrance  where  main  stores  should  fee  opened  and  become 
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receivingpoints  for  natives  to  bring  their jproducts  and  for  us  to  land  ours  and  receive 
theirs.  They  are  Robertsport,  Monrovia,  Grand  Bassa,  and  Cape  Palmas.  Three  days' 
waik  brings  one  to  the  heart  of  the  countrv,  and  if  he  knows  how  to  go  about  it,  he  can 
have  hundreds  of  ''kings"  and  natives  there  with  their  goods  to  palaver  and  barter. 
Then  they  can  bring  their  goods  to  the  coast,  and  get  ours  in  return.  Smaller  out- 
stations  could  also  be  opened,  and  a  supply  of  goods  kept  there  for  sale  and  exchange. 


FRENCH  IVORY  COAST. 

FOREIGN  TRADE   STATISTICS   OP  AFRICAN   COLONY. 

A  report  from  Consular  Clerk  Milton  B.  Kirk,  of  Paris,  states  that 
the  commercial  movement  of  the  French  colony  of  the  Ivory  Coast 
for  the  year  1906  reached  the  total  sum  of  $4,107,378,  a  loss  of  $48,122 
under  tne  year  1905,  the  details  being  as  follows: 

The  imports  were  $2,252,651,  a  loss  of  $429,149  compared  with  the 
year  1905.  France  supplied  30.4  per  cent,  or  $657,122  worth  of  the 
imports;  United  Klingdom  and  colonies,  $1,118,017^  Germany, 
$211,901,  and  the  United  States,  $77,072,  the  principal  importations 
from  the  latter  being  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

'                             ArUdes. 

Value. 

fifttinfld  gpndf. 

$8,743 
1,219 
1,026 

44,757 
1,732 
81423 
2,679 
6,060 

Cotton  textUes 

1840 

Floor 

Linen,  alpaca,  and  hair  textiles 

598 

Rice 

Chairs.. .rrV. 

437 

Tobacco  In  leaf 

Wood  pieces  for  carpentering 

1,389 

Wood  for  ooDstruotion. ... 

Allothers 

780 

Alcohol 

Total 

Coal 

77,072 

MinATAl  All  r 

The  exports  of  the  Ivory  Coast  in  1906  aggregated  $1,854,727,  an 
increase  of  $381,027  over  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  article 
was  vegetable  oUs,  which  are  sent  mostly  to  England  and  France. 


GOLD  COAST  AND  ASHANTI. 

[Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  official  sources.] 

The  governorship  of  the  Gold  Coast  includes,  tmder  British  admin- 
istration, also  the  Northern  Territories  and  Ashanti,  with  a  total 
estimatea  population  of  1,696,695  in  1901,  now  believed,  however, 
to  be  at  least  a  million  more.     The  Europeans  number  1^400. 

The  legal  tender  of  the  colony  besides  British  sterhng  includes 
French,  Spanish,  and  American  gold,  while  some  American  silver 
circulates,  thougn  it  is  not  legal  tender. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  for  1907  was  $24,370,794, 
exceeding  that  of  1906  by  $4,635,429.  The  imports  amoimted  to 
$11,515,088  and  the  exports  to  $12,855,707,  against  imports  to  the 
value  of  $10,019,827  and  exports  $9,715,539  in  1906. 
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The  imports  by  countries  of  origin  for  1906  and  1907  were  as 
follows : 


Countries. 

1006. 

1907. 

Countries. 

1906.       '      1907. 

United  States 

$150,529 

401,369 

336,358 

52,213 

1,011,347 

$188,499 

329,477 

591,348 

56,160 

1,135,034 

NAthAr^iMi«if ,        .    . 

$260,668 
49,379 

$506, 4U 

8,556,840 

152,819 

Africa  rforelcn) 

TTntted  Kingdom 

British  colonies 

All  other  countries 

Total 

France 

Oennw)y r     . 

10,019,827 

11,515,088 

CLASSIFICATION  OF   IMPORTS. 


The  principal  articles  of  import  and  the  values  of  each  are  shown 
for  the  years  1906  and  1907  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


A  le  and  porter 

Apparel,  wearing 

Beads 

Brass  and  copperware 

BreadstufTs: 

Biscuits,  etc 

Flour 

Building  material 

Carriages  and  carts 

Coal 

Coopers'  store 

Cordage 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Textiles 

Yam  and  twist 

Earthenware 

Furniture 

Gunpowder 

Quns  and  pistols 

Iron  and  steel,  manulao- 
turesof: 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Railway  rolling  stock, 
etc 


$36,056 

295,416 

79,957 

17,174 

$38,076 

399,394 

109,842 

19,131 

55,347 
147,572 
144,166 

87,933 
200,605 

70,837 

93,724 

55,221 
139,605 
158,259 

12,487 
179,481 
127,176 
108,104 

,722,630 
105,944 
29,462 
80,755 
20,089 
22,600 

2,475,851 
132,515 
37,482 
100,756 
28,971 
22,435 

213,645 
919,404 

263,341 
787,390 

15,476 


24,649 


Lumber , 

OU,  kerosene 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Beef  and  pork 

other 

Rice 

Salt 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Spirits  and  wine 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured..... 
Woolen  goods,  including 

yam  and  twist , 

AB  other  articles 

Total 

Specie 

Grand  total 


$95,849 
89,003 
102,065 

46,943 
412,631 
195,638 

22,415 
134,287 
116,733 
667,463 
110,231 

54,340 
156,633 

58,287 
1,330,436 


$150,325 
133,691 
145,042 

55,386 


204,456 
32,031 
246,586 
122,461 
718,213 
123,415 

67,207 
158,668 

75,203 
1,506,800 


7,941,836 
2,077,991 


9,3  . 
2,126,022 


10,019,827 


11,515,068 


E 


The  articles  of  import  showing  notable  increases  were:  Cotton 
oods,  wearing  apparel,  silk  goods,  cotton  yam  and  twist,  hardware, 
iUmber,  coopers'  stores,  spirits  and  wine,  kerosene  oil,  fnriiitiire,  per- 
fumery, ana  beads.  Tne  great  increase  in  the  value  of  cotton  goods 
is  due  largely  to  importations  of  better  and  more  expensive  quauties; 
yet  there  is  an  increasing  demand  in  the  interior  sections  of  the 
coimtry  for  cheaper  cotton  goods,  especially  those  printed  on  both 
sides  bj^  double  blocks.  Of  the  total  imports  cotton  cloths  form  the 
largest  item,  while  machinery  is  the  second. 

fiesides  the  articles  enumerated,  in  all  of  which  the  United  States 
might  bv  proper  effort  have  a  much  lai]ger  share  of  the  trade,  there 
are  hardware,  silk  goods,  tobacco,  building  materials,  flouir,  beef  and 
pork,  coopers'  stores,  etc.,  forming  important  items  among  the 
imports,  with  cotton  yams  and  twist,  furniture,  cordage,  perfumery, 
kerosene  oil,  soap,  etc.,  quite  wortny  the  attention  of  American 
ex5)orters. 
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PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES   OP   EXPORT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  for  1906  and  1907  of  the 
principal  articles  of  export: 


Article. 


Cocoa 

Copra 

Cottoo,  raw.. 
Gum  copal.., 

Ivory 

Kola  nuts... 

Lumber 

Oil,  palm 

Paun  kernels 
Rubber 


1906. 

1907. 

•^'%iS 

12,506,681  1 
30,104  1 

20,877 

4,973 

4,701  , 

10,784 

24,965 

2,993 

1,815  1 

358,331 

383,972 

389,383 

824,668 

606, 3£2 

581,392 

393,379 

496,517 

1,627,869 

1,621,129 

Article. 


1906. 


All  other  articles I  $52,596 

Total I  5,105,990 

Bullion  and  specie:  I 

Bullion-  I 

Odd '  4,179,555 

SUver 

Specie I  429,994 

Orand  total 9,715,539 


1907. 


$91,453 


6,566,417 


5,667,896 

209 

021,185 


12,855,707 


The  increased  production  of  cocoa  was  due  partly  to  a  good  season 
and  partly  to  extended  and  better  cultivation.  More  attention  was 
given  by  natives  and  merchants  to  gum  copal  because  of  better 
prices  and  the  result  is  seen  in  the  exports  having  more  than  doubled. 
Exports  of  timber  were  greater  than  usual  because  prices  were  better, 
railway  faciUties  at  Sekondi  were  improved,  and  frequent  flooding  of 
the  Ancobra  River  brought  down  unusual  suppUes.  The  decrease  in 
cotton  exports  was  not  attributed  to  any  aoandonment  of  cultiva- 
tion in  the  colony,  but  only  to  the  diversion  of  the  cotton  exports  of 
Togoland  since  the  completion  of  the  Lome-Palime  Railway.  The 
export  of  ivory  is  unimportant  and  has  decreased  in  recent  years. 
Altogether  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  exports  of  agricultural 
and  economic  products,  due  largely  to  a  good  season,  excellent  prices, 
and  somewhat  better  railway  facilities. 

MIIONG INDUSTRIES — AGBICULTUBE — COMMUNICATION. 

The  year's  output  of  the  gold  mines  was  the  largest  on  record — 
273,898  oimces  or  fine  gold — nearly  one-half  more  than  in  1906  and 
about  four  times  that  of  1903.  The  manufacturing  estabUshments 
of  the  colony  consist  only  of  a  cement  brick  and  tile  factory  at  Sekondi, 
and  an  aerated  water  factory  at  Cape  Coast.  Fishing  is  one  of  the 
coast  industries,  in  which  some  5,000  canoes  are  employed. 

The  cultivation  of  cocoa  has  been  fostered  by  the  government,  the 
seed  having  been  first  introduced  in  1879,  and  the  industry  having 
assumed  much  importance  since  the  failure  of  coflFee  cultivation  in 
1898.  The  greater  part  of  the  rub*ber  comes  from  the  northern  forest 
regions  and  is  the  product  of  the  forest  tree  known  as  fimtumia 
elastica.  The  government  is  also  distributing  para  seeds.  Cotton 
cultivation  is  increasing,  and  it  is  beUeved  by  the  authorities  that  at 
no  distant  day  the  exports  of  raw  cotton  will  be  considerable.  Kola 
nuts  are  collected  chiefly  in  the  forests  of  Akim.  An  EngUsh  company 
in  the  same  region  is  experimenting  with  the  planting  of  kola.  For- 
estry is  receiving  attention  from  the  colonial  authonties. 

Much  more  than  half  of  the  carrying  trade  of  the  colony  is  done 
under  the  British  flag.  Mail  steamers  of  the  African  Steamship  Com- 
pany and  of  the  British  and  African  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Limited,  leave  Liverpool  every  Saturday  for  the  coast,  reaching  Accra 
in  fifteen  days.    The  same  lines  also  have  three  services  or  cargo 
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vessels.  A  new  service,  called  the  Sim  Line,  has  been  inaugurated 
between  Newport  (Mon.)  and  Sekondi. 

The  Moermann  line  runs  mail  steamers  monthly  from  Hamburg, 
calling  at  Dover  outward  bound  and  Southampton  homeward  bouna. 

Steamers  of  the  Compamie  Beige  Maritime  du  Congo  leave  Antwerp 
monthly,  calling  at  Southampton,  and  reaching  Accra  thirteen  days 
later. 


NORTHERN  NIGERIA. 

AN  AFRICAN  CXDLONY  OP  MANY  BESOUBOES — ^IFS  DEVELOPMENT. 

Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  of  Sierra  Leone,  has  prepared  the  following 
account  of  the  rich  natural  resources,  productions,  and  development 
of  the  near-by  African  colony  of  Northern  Nigeria: 

The  British  protectorate  of  Northern  Nigeria,  Africa,  was  estab- 
lished on  January  1,  1900,  and  includes  the  northern  portions  of  Uie 
territories  formerly  administered  by  the  Royal  Niger  Company.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Southern  Nigena  (British),  on  the  west 
and  north  by  French  possessions  (the  hmterland  of  Dahomey  and 
the  French  Sudan),  and  on  the  east  by  Lake  Tchad  and  the  6^rman 
territory  of  the  Camaroons.  The  area  is  about  300,000  square  miles, 
and  the  population  in  1904  was  estimated  at  9,000,000;  much  higher 
figures  are  often  given,  however. 

POBESTEY  AND  SEASONS — BAILWAY  BUILDING. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  protectorate  is  covered  with  dense 
forests,  especially  along  the  river  banks.  The  central  provinces  are 
more  open  and  park  Ufee  in  appearance,  while  the  extreme  north  is 
on  the  edge  of  tne  desert. 

There  are  two  well-marked  seasons,  as  in  Sierra  Leone,  the  wet 
and  the  dry.  The  wet  begins  in  May,  and  ends  in  October  with  severe 
tornadoes.  The  rainfall  during  this  period  averages  40  inches.  The 
dry  season  extends  from  November  to  April,  and  during  the  whole 
of  this  time  the  harmattan,  a  dry  wind  from  the  Sahara,  blows  with 
varying  force. 

Northern  Nigeria  does  not  extend  to  the  coast.  It  is  physically  the 
hinterland  of  Southern  Nigeria.  Idah,  on  the  Niger,  close  to  the 
boundary  between  the  two  countries,  is  about  200  miles  from  the 
sea.  The  Niger  River,  more  than  1,500  miles  long,  with  many  navi- 
gable tributaries,  is  the  main  waterway.  It  is  the  great  Mississippi 
to  this  great  Niger  country,  and  England  is  lending  every  encour- 
agement to  make  its  valley  equal  to  that  of  the  Mississippi.  A  rail- 
way is  under  construction  from  Baro,  the  highest  point  to  which  the 
Niger  is  navigable  during  the  whole  year,  to  Bida,  and  probably 
thence  to  Zaria  and  Kano.  The  Lagos  railway  is  also  being  extended 
to  Jebba,  and  will  probably  connect  with  the  aoove  line  near  Zungeru. 

NATURAL  PRODUCTS  OP  COUNTRY. 

The  principal  products  are  rubber,  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels,  shea 
butter,  wood  oil  (West  African  balsam  of  copaiba),  gum,  strophan- 
thus  seeds,  and  dye  woods.    Among  the  timbers  are  mahogany  and 
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ebony.  Tinstone  of  good  quality  is  said  to  be  found  in  the  Banchi 
highlands.  All  of  the  above  afe  exported,  as  well  as  ivory,  ostrich 
feathers,  and  tanned  skins.  It  is  claimed  that  the  soil  and  climate 
are  especiallv  suited  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  which  is  largely 
grown  by  the  natives.  The  British  Cotton  Growing  Association 
reports  that  at  present  over  50,000  bales  of  cotton  are  ^rown  annu- 
ally in  the  Zaria  and  Kano  provinces,  most  of  which  is  consumed 
locally. 
Among  other  products  cultivated  mainly  for  local  consumption  are: 

(1)  Guinea  com,  one  of  the  staple  foods,  cultivated  throughout  the 
country,  enormous  crops  being  obtained  during  the  rainy  season. 

(2)  Millet  takes  the  place  of  gumea  com  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
country.  It  is  used  as  a  staple  food,  and  an  intoxicating  drink, 
"peto,  is  made  from  the  fermented  grain.  (3)  Maize  (or  com)  is 
also  cultivated  in  the  northern  parts  or  the  country  as  a  staple  food* 
two  crops  are  obtained  during  the  wet  season  from  the  rich  alluvial 
soil  left  as  the  river  falls. 

The  dorowa,  a  large  leguminous  tree,  common  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  has  many  uses.  The  seeds  are  pounded  and  made  into  cakes 
and  sold  for  food,  in  the  native  markets.  The  leaves  and  pods  are 
pounded  and  mixed  with  broken  stones,  forming  a  hard  cement. 
Kola  nuts  are  grown  and  used  by  the  natives,  principally  to  relieve 
thirst  and  hunger  on  long  journeys. 

TOBACCO,  OILS,  GUMS,  AND  HIDES. 

Tobacco  is  largely  cultivated  and  used  by  the  natives  throughout 
the  protectorate.  On  the  banks  of  the  river  Kaduna  tobacco  of  quite 
good  quality  is  grown.  Vegetable  salt  is  prepared  near  Lake  Tchad 
from  the  ashes  obtained  by  burning  the  stems  of  the  saltbush,  known 
locally  as  "  kegr"  or  '*  kighr." 

The  oil  of  nut  palm^  so  abimdant  in  west  Africa^  occurs  conmionly 
in  Northern  Nigeria,  its  products  being  the  principal  export.  Shea 
butter  is  a  vegetable  fat  obtained  from  the  seeds  of  the  Butyrosper- 
mum  Parkii,  a  tree  widely  distributed  throughout  tropical  Afnca, 
but  not  usually  found  in  coastal  districts.  It  is  common  in  Northern 
Nigeria.  The  fat  is  obtained  by  boiling  the  seeds  in  water.  It  is 
used  by  the  natives  as  an  article  of  food  and  as  an  illuminant;  also  in 
soap  manufacture.  An  oil  is  obtained  from  the  seeds  of  the  Balanites 
aegyptiaca  tree.  The  available  supply  is  estimated  to  be  about  600 
tons  of  the  nuts  per  annum. 

A  considerable  amount  of  rubber  is  obtained  from  Northern 
Nigeria,  mostly  from  different  species  of  Landolphia,  Funtumia 
elastica  (the  Lagos  silk  rubber  tree),  and  from  Ficus  Vogelii.  The 
methods  of  collection  are  rather  primitive. 

Large  tracts  of  the  Bomu  Province  are  covered  with  gum-yielding 
species  of  acacia,  and  considerable  quantities  of  gum  are  collected, 
sold  to  the  trading  firms,  and  exported  mostly  to  England. 

Tanned  goatskins  are  prepared  in  Northern  Nigeria  and  are  ex- 
tensively used  locally  for  various  articles  of  dress,  norse  equipment, 
etc.  Kano  is  the  center  of  the  industry.  In  addition  to  supplying 
the  local  demands,  large  quantities  of  the  skins  are  carried  overland 
by  Arab  traders  to  Tripoli ;  in  fact,  it  is  claimed  that  Northern  Nigeria 
is  one  of  the  original  sources  of  **  morocco  leather."     It  is  estimated 
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that  this  trade  amoimts  to  over  1,000,000  skms  annually.    The  price 
of  the  skin  in  Kano  is  7d.,  or  14  cents,  each. 

The  character  of  the  imports  of  the  country  is  about  the  same  as 
Southern  Nigeria. 


SOUTHERN  NIGERIA. 

By  Consul  W.  J.  Yerby,  Sierra  Leone. 

Due  mainly  to  a  largely  increased  output  of  palm  produce,  coupled 
with  abnormally  high  pnces  for  oil  and  kernels  in  European  markets, 
the  year  1907,  whether  judged  fom  the  standpoint  of  government, 
merchants,  or  producers,  was  a  record  one.  The  imports  and  exports 
in  the  aggregate  totaled  in  value  $37,485,047,  as  compared  with 
$28,214,645  in  1906.  It  isestimated,  however,  that  possibly  $3,901,730 
worth  of  this  trade  was  of  imports  and  exports  of  Northern  Nigeria 
passing  through  Southern  Nigeria,  leaving  tor  Southern  Nigeria  a  net 
trade  of  $33,583,317. 

EXTENT  OP  THE  COLONY  AND  FTS  PRODUCTS. 

The  colony  and  protectorate  of  Southern  Nigeria  includes  the  terri- 
tories situated  on  the  Bight  of  Benin,  between  Dahomey  on  the  west 
and  the  Camaroons  on  the  east,  the  amalgamation  of  the  administra- 
tions of  Lagos  and  the  protectorate  previously  styled  *' Southern 
Nigeria''  having  been  carried  out  on  May  1,  1906.  The  whole  terri- 
tory is  now  divided  into  three  provinces,  of  which  the  western  coin- 
cides with  the  former  colony  and  protectorate  of  L^os,  and  the  cen- 
tral and  the  eastern  with  the  former  protectorate  of  &)uthem  Nigeria. 
The  capital  of  the  government  is  at  Lagos.  The  area  of  the  whole 
territory  is  77,260  square  miles. 

The  chief  industry  is  agriculture,  and  crops  consist  of  maize  (com), 
plantains,  groundnuts,  yams,  and  cassava,  while  cocoa,  coffee,  and 
cotton  are  also  grown.  The  natural  products  exported  are  palm  oil 
and  kernels,  ivory,  gum,  copal,  and  rubber,  with  a  steady  increase  in 
the  export  of  cotton  and  maize. 

A  railway  has  been  constructed  from  Iddo  Island  to  Oshogbo,  on 
the  mainland,  a  distance  of  185  miles,  and  is  now  being  extended  to 
the  Niger  at  Jebba,  whence  it  will  run  to  a  point  near  Zui^em,  in 
Northern  Nigeria,  thus  connecting  with  the  railway  from  Kano  in 
that  protectorate,  which  has  also  been  authorized. 

The  centers  of  trade  are  Lagos,  with  a  population  of  more  than 
50,000;  Old  Calabar,  10,000  to  15,000;  Abeokuta  (inland),  100,000; 
and  New  Calabar,  Opobo,  Bonny,  Brass,  Benin,  Worri,  Sapele,  Akassa, 
and  Forcados,  each  naving  a  population  ranging  from  2,000  to  10,000. 

The  principal  imports  are  cotton  goods,  cooper's  stores,  hardware, 
cutlery,  and  spirits.  The  total  imports  in  1906  amounted  to 
$15,316,224,  while  the  total  exports  amounted  to  $15,331,644. 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  imports  and  exports 
of  Southern  Nigeria  in  1906  and  1907: 


Articles.               [       1906.             1907. 

Articles.                     1906. 

1907. 

IMPOSTS. 

13,701,365 
1,467,955 

598,916 
734.523 
521,144 
444,447 
373,977 
5.964,240 

$5,245,560 
1,875,482 

972,285 
906,151 
723,868 
695,798 
532,713 
7.830.296 

EXPORTS. 

Palm  kernels 

$5,808,513 

4,873,018 

1,403,930 

202,199 

336,857 

$7,957,334 
6,392,182 

Spirits  Of  aU  kinds 

Hardware,  cutlery,  and 

Palm  oil 

Rubber 

1,191,871 
450,840 

machinery 

Cotton 

Building  material 

Mahogany 

202,190 
2,606,470 

UnmanuCactured  tobacco. 

All  other  articles 

1,643,561 

CooDers'  stores 

Total 

Provisions 

14  .^W  078 

18,800,905 

AU  other  articles. 

Total 

13,806,567  ,    18,684,142 

1 

The  imports  from  and  exports  to  the  principal  countries  were  as 
follows  during  the  years  1906  and  1907: 


Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom 

$10,437,764 

1,477,303 

1,211,624 

679,876 

$8,165,746 
5,628,367 

"**663,'966' 

$14,069,160 

2,339,154 

1,584,589 

691,239 

$9,908,070 
7,887,550 

Germany 

Holland 

All  other cmi^trin 

1,006,144 

Total 

13,806,567 

14,358,078 

18,684,142 

18,800,770 

GAMBIA. 

[Prbpared  in  the  Bubeau  of  Manufactures  fbom  official  sources.] 

The  British  West  African  colony  known  as  Gambia  has  an  area  of 
about  4,500  square  miles  and  an  estimated  population  of  about 
146;322.  During  the  dry  season  the  range  of  temperature  is  great, 
the  mercury  sometimes  falling  to  56®  in  early  morning  and  rising  to 
90®  or  100®  dunnff  the  day.  The  average  annual  rainfall  is  50 
inches.  Low,  marshy  lands  constitute  much  of  the  surface,  hills 
appearing  only  in  the  eastern  part.  The  Gambia  River  is  easilv 
navigable  for  200  miles  from  its  mouth.  Communication  with 
Europe  is  by  means  of  steamers  which  ply  fortnightly  between  Liver- 

Sool  and  Bathurst,  while  steamers  from  Hamburg  call  occasionally, 
►athurst  is  connected  with  Europe  by  cable  via  St.  Vincent,  Cape 
Verde  Islands. 

The  year  1907  was  not  a  very  prosperous  one  for  the  colony  because 
a  heavy  rainfall  in  December,  1906,  injured  the  main  crop,  ground- 
nuts, upon  which  the  colony  depends  for  about  nine-tenthi  of  its 
exports  of  products.  The  crop,  which  had  been  dug  and  was  lying 
in  the  fields,  was  so  damaged  that  the  opening  price  of  42  cents  per 
bushel  fell  to  24  cents,  and,  in  some  instances  to  even  18  cents  per 
bushel.  Eventually  it  rose  to  30  to  36  cents  per  bushel,  but  a  reduc- 
tion of  $103,997  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  this  product  as  corn- 
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pared  with  1906  was  the  net  result.  The  report  of  the  goremor  states 
that  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  such  a  disaster  occurring  again  regula- 
tions were  passed  under  the  protectorate  ordinance  whereby  farmers 
are  required  to  place  unbeaten  nuts  on  a  platform  of  brushwood  1 
foot  in  thickness  above  the  ground,  and  then  to  thatch  the  stacks 
with  palm  leaves  or  grass. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  imports  for  1907  was  $2,168,318,  a  decrease  of 
$11,183  as  compared  with  1906.  Of  the  total  $726,899  was  specie. 
The  chief  articles  with  their  values  for  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

'     1906. 

1907. 

Cotton  eoods 

1436,467 

255,136 

143,980 

33,939 

$399,165 

349,848 

194,378 

23,710 

Tobacco 

Sugar 

1    $27,496 

25,447 

$40,144 

Rice... ?!_...               : 

22,654 

Kola  oats 

Wine 

1       10.292 

10,492 

Spirits 

The  decrease  in  cotton  goods  and  spirits  is  attributed  to  large  stocks 
that  were  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  stock  of  tobacco 
was  small,  hence  the  increase  in  its  importation.     Eola  nuts  in  unusual 

Quantities  were  imported  in  the  expectation  of  ja  good  trading  season, 
tf  the  imports,  exclusive  of  specie.  53  per  cent  came  from  Great 
Britain,  13  per  cent  from  British  colonies,  20  per  cent  from  France, 
1  per  cent  from  French  colonies,  10  per  cent  from  Germany,  1  per  cent 
from  Portuguese  colonies,  and  2  per  cent  from  all  other  countries. 

The  exports  for  the  year,incluaing  $573,410  in  specie,  amounted  to 
$1,987,848,  as  compared  with  $2,086,161  for  1906.  The  principal 
articles,  with  their  values  for  the  two  years,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Qfoundnuts        .. 

$1,853,155 
25;311 
5,275 

$1,249,158 
46,791 
27,671 

Palm  kernels 

$10,327 
8,696 

$17,697 

Hides 

Wax 

11,315 

Rabber 

France  took  84  per  cent  of  the  export  of  ground  nuts  and  Great 
Britain  and  colonies  9J  per  cent. 

INDUSTRIES — AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS — LAND  VALUES. 

No  mines  exist  in  the  colony,  although  a  French  syndicate  has  done 
some  prospecting  for  gold.  The  natives  weave  long,  narrow  strips  of 
cloth,  which  they  make  into  garments,  and  these  native^made  garments 
command  better  prices  than  similar  imported  articles.  A  small 
amount  of  pottery  is  made  in  the  colony.  Besides  ground  nuts, 
quantities  oi  corn  and  rice  are  grown,  but  not  enough  to  suppbr  the 
needs  of  the  colony,  which  are  met  in  part  by  importations.  Fruits 
and  vegetables  are  not  plentiful,  but  sweet  potatoes,  tomatoes,  pump- 
kins, ochros,  vegetable  gourds,  oranges,  bananas,  pawpaws,  and 
mangoes  can  usually  be  obtained  in  season.  English  vegetables  are 
grown  with  some  success  between  November  and  April. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOMMEBCE   OF  NOBTHEBN  AND  GEKTBAL  AFBIGA. 


715 


Mahogany  and  rosewood  trees  are  found,  but  are  too  scattered  to 
admit  of  their  forming  important  articles  of  export.  Both  of  these 
woods  are  used  in  building  boats  and  houses.  Rnun  palms  are  plenti- 
ful and  are  extensively  employed  as  piles  for  bridges  and  wharves. 

Land  in  and  about  Bathurst.  the  principal  town  and  port  and  the 
seat  of  the  government,  is  CTaaually  increasing  in  value.  In  a  good 
part  of  the  town  it  is  now  held  at  about  $1,000  per  acre.  Plots  80 
feet  square  in  the  native  portion  of  the  town  bring  about  $40,  and  land 
beyond  the  island  of  Bathurst,  but  near  it,  is  worth  $40  per  acre. 


BELGIAN  KONGO. 

By  Oonbxtl-Genbral  James  A.  Smith,  Boma. 

The  Kongo  may  soon  oflfer  an  opportunity  for  every  independent 
trader  to  traflBc  freely  with  the  natives  in  the  rich  commercial  prod- 
ucts of  the  coimtry,  consisting  mainly  at  present  of  rubber,  ivory, 
gum  copal,  palm  kernels,  and  palm  oil,  the  two  latter  being  princi- 
pally products  of  the  lower  Kongo.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
appears  important  that  the  American  manufacturer  should  be  in- 
formed, so  tar  as  is  possible  at  present,  of  the  opportunities  which 
will  be  found  here  to  dispose  or  his  goods  and  tne  best  manner  in 
which  he  can  obtain  a  foothold,  and  to  have  clearly  pointed  out  some 
of  the  difficulties  he  must  encoimter  and  overcome  ir  American  trade 
in  the  Kongo  is  to  increase. 

GLASS   OF  GOODS  AT  PRESENT   IMPORTED. 

Importations  into  the  Kongo  average  at  present,  in  round  numbers, 
$4,000,000  annually.  Of  these  the  principal  items,  comprising,  as 
will  be  noted,  about  88  per  cent  of  the  total,  are  as  follows: 


Anns  and  ammunition 1178,000 

Clothing 251,000 

Food  products,  mostly  canned  meats, 

▼eseiables,  etc 782, 000 

Hardware,  enameled  Iron  ware,  etc 156,000 

Liqtx>ra,  Indoding  beer 336, 000 


Machinery 9208,000 

Metals 212,000 

Steamers,  boats,  and  material  for 278,000 

Tissues,  mostly  cotton  piece  goods 1,146,000 

Total 3,547,000 


So  far  as  the  natives  are  concerned,  who  are  the  most  impor- 
tant to  consider  because  the  bulk  of  future  trade  will  be  carried  on 
with  them,  the  items  of  greatest  interest  to  the  American  manufac- 
turer in  the  foregoing  list  are,  in  the  order  of  their  value,  cotton 
piece  goods,  bleachea  and  unbleached,  prints  and  dyes*  food  prod- 
ucts, consisting  for  the  greater  part  of  canned  meats  ana  vegetables, 
largely  consumed,  it  is  true,  by  the  white  population  at  present,  but 
for  which  a  demand  can  be  created  among  the  natives;  clothing,  the 
bulk  of  which  is  cheap  imderclothing,  shirts,  shoes,  hats,  and  caps; 
hardware,  of  which  an  important  part  is  enameled  iron  ware,  plates, 
basins,  various  kitchen  utensils,  etc. 

The  remainder  of  the  articles  are  for  the  larger  part  imported  for 
use  in  building  and  in  opening  up  the  coimtry  tor  the  whites,  in  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  railways,  steamer  lines,  etc.  The  sale 
of  alcoholic  liquors  to  natives  in  the  upper  Kongo  is  forbidden  by  law. 
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PRACTICAL  METHOD  TO  SECUBB  TRADE. 

The  question  of  methods  to  secure  trade  must  be  regarded  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  interest  of  the  American  manufacturer  and  not  of 
the  individual  small  trader.  There  is  but  one  practical  way  for  the 
American  manufacturer  to  secure  and  retain  a  foothold  in  this  market, 
which  promises  results  materially  increasing  American  foreign  trade 
here  and  which  will  eventually  make  the  venture  worth  while.  It  is 
not  likely  that  American  goods  will  ever  reach  this  market  to  any 
large  extent  except  directfy  through  an  American  companylocated 
here.  Every  trading  house  already  established  in  the  lower  Kongo — 
English,  French,  German,  Dutch,  Portuguese,  or  Belgian — ^is  inter- 
ested, primarily,  in  pushing  the  sale  of  the  goods  of  ite  own  nation. 
The  large  concessionary  companies  are  all  Belgian,  they  purchase  the 
greater  part  of  their  supplies  in  Belgium,  and  their  barter  goods  are 
mostly  Belgian.  As  a  Belgian  colony,  the  future  administration  will 
be  interested  first  of  all  in  encouraging  and  broadening  the  market 
for  Belgian  manufactures. 

Geographical  position  and  direct  lines  of  steamers  from  almost  all 
the  countries  named  are  other  important  factors  favorable  to  their 
trade  development  here.     For  these  reasons,  I  believe,  there  is  but  one 

{practical  and  eflScient  way  by  which  we  can  succeed  in  gaining  a  firm 
oothold  here — ^namely,  through  the  organization  of  an  American 
trading  house  composed  preferably  of  a  combination  of  various 
American  manufacturers  of  or  dealers  in  the  different  lines  of  mer- 
chandise it  is  found  profitable  to  handle,  and  interested  therefore 
before  all  in  introducmg  and  pushing  exclusively  American  ^oods. 
A  number  of  general  stores  should  be  established  in  favorable  locali- 
ties, with  a  central  distributing  warehouse  and  store  at  LeopoldviUe. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF   SUPPLIES — COMPETENT  SALESMEN. 

The  company  should  own  and  operate  its  own  steamer  or  steamers 
on  the  upper  nver  for  the  transport  and  distribution  of  its  goods  to 
the  various  stores  established,  as  well  as  the  carrying  to  LeopoldviUe 
of  the  merchandise  received  in  exchange — rubber,  ivory,  etc.  The 
network  of  navigable  waterways  furnishes  the  most  convenient 
means  of  commumcation  at  present,  but  freight  rates  on  the  steamers 
belonging  to  the  State  are  high  and  porterage  ''a  dos  d'homme"  is 
slow  and  uncertain  and  must  eventually  be  done  away  with  entirely. 

A  thoroughly  efficient  and  practical  business  man  should  be  sent 
out  to  study  the  general  situation,  the  wants  of  the  natives,  manner 
of  packing  goods  for  tropical  countries,  etc.,  and  decide  as  to  the 
most  favorable  locahties  for  the  estabUshment  of  the  stores.  The 
preUminary  work  would  doubtless  require  fully  a  year's  time.  Cotton 
piece  goocfs  wiU  form  the  principal  article  of  commerce  at  first,  but 
it  would  be  unwise  for  the  company  to  confine  itself  to  any  one  line. 
Through  contact  with  the  whites  the  material  wants  of  the.  natives 
will  gradually  increase,  and  the  company  must  be  prepared  to  supply 
these  wants  in  every  direction. 
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DIFFICULTIES  TO  OVERCOME. 

In  the  absence  of  money  as  a  circulating  medium  of  trade,  and  the 
entire  ignorance  of  the  greater  part  of  the  natives  in  the  upper 
Kongo  as  to  its  value  or  use,  the  trade  in  the  beginning  will  be  simply 
a  question  of  barter.  For  this  reason,  perhaps,  the  greatest  difficulty 
which  a  trading  house  will  meet  with  at  first  will  be  to  persuade  the 
native  to  bring  in  his  produce  in  exchange  for  goods  offered.  Some 
time  must  necessarily  elapse  and  a  constantly  humane,  just,  and  gen- 
erous treatment  invariably  accorded  the  native  before  he  will  be^ 
to  realize  the  material  advantages  to  be  gained  by  himself  in  trading 
with  the  white  man.  Once  he  is  certam  of  this  the  most  difficult 
obstacle  to  trade  will  have  been  overcome. 

An  American  house  without  experience  in  Africa  will  have  to  com- 
pete with  English,  French,  German,  Dutch,  Portuguese,  and  Belrian 
companies,  and  in  the  eastern  districts  with  Indian  and  Arab  traders, 
many  of  them  of  long  standing  in  the  lower  Kongo,  famiUar  with 
the  country  and  the  ways  of  the  natives,  speaking  the  commercial 
language,  etc.  Many  of  these  traders  will  doubtless  enlarge  the  field 
of  their  operations  in  the  upi>er  Kongo.  The  Germans  are  already 
preparing  for  the  opening  up  of  the  country  to  trade,,  as  I  learn  that 
a  Grerman  house  at  Matadi,  backed  by  official  encouragement,  is  to 

Elace  a  steamer  at  once  on  the  upper  river  and  commence  operations 
y  selling  goods  along  the  river  direct  from  the  steamer  in  exchange 
for  ivory. 

Another  difficulty  is  the  absence  of  direct  hues  of  transportation. 
American  saiUng  ships  already,  I  believe,  come  to  Sierra  Leone  and 
the  West  Coast  with  cotton  goods  and  petroleum,  and  their  itinerary 
might,  it  would  seem,  be  extended  to  the  lower  Kongo. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATION. 

In  the  development  of  the  country  the  native  must  necessarily  play 
an  important  part.  His  labor  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  colony,  and  he  will  be  the  principal  purchaser  of 
foreign  goods.  In  a  colony  of  at  least  20,000,000  blacks,  who  will  be 
brought,  as  the  country  is  opened  up,  more  and  more  into  constant 
contact  with  white  civilization,  and  whose  material  wants  will  in 
consequence  continually  increase,  the  future  market  will  be  one  of 
constant  growth  and  practically  unlimited  extent.  If  the  United 
States  is  to  share  in  this  market  in  any  appreciable  measure  the 
present  is  the  time  to  make  a  beginning.  It  is  the  man  who  is  the 
first  on  the  ground  who  will  have  the  advantage  in  an  experience 
gained  in  dealing  with  the  native,  and  who  will  consequently  secure 
the  larger  and  more  profitable  share  in  the  trade.  The  difficulties 
do  not  appear  by  any  means  insurmountable.  Enterprise  directed 
inteUigentfy,  patience,  and  tenacity  are  required  here  as  everywhere 
else  to  secure  and  hold  a  market  against  active  competition. 

The  opportunity  is  a  grand  one  and  should  not  be  neglected.  A 
consular  officer  can  do  no  more  than  point  this  out.  It  remains  for 
American  manufacturers  to  take  advanta^^e  of  the  situation  and 
make  a  beginning  here  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Details  as 
to  prices  or  cotton  piece  goods,  etc.,  can  not  be  given  because,  de- 
pendent as  they  are  upon  the  cost  of  transport,  they  vary  widely  in 
different  sections  and  have  been,  up  to  the  present  tune,  more  or  less 
arbitrary. 
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TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  VicB  Conrul-Gekbral  Lucibn  Mkmminobb,  Boma. 

The  exports  and  imports  of  Kongo  are  divided  for  statistical  pur- 
poses into  two  categories  designated,  respectively,  as  "specijd"  and 
^'general"  commerce.  The  special  commerce^  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  exports,  includes  only  such  articles  as  origmate  in  the  state,  and 
as  to  imports  the  merchandise  entered  for  consumption.  Under  the 
heading  "general  commerce"  are  the  shipments  originating  in  the 
contiguous  possessions  of  France,  Germany,  and  Portugal,  and  im- 
ports coming  under  this  heading  comprise  only  such  merchandise  as 
IS  received  m  transit  for  a  destination  beyond  the  territory  of  the 
state  or  for  warehousing. 

The  combined  value  of  exports  and  imports  imder  both  headings 
during  the  year  was  $21,418,624,  an  increase  over  1906  of  $867,424. 
Exports  were  valued  at  $14,965,267  and  imports  at  $6,453,357,  a 
gain  of  $146,671  and  $720,953,  respectively,  over  the  previous  year. 

The  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  1905,  1906,  and  1907  was 
as  follows: 


Year. 


1906 
1906 
1907 


Oeneral  oommerce. 


Imports.   I   Eiports. 


11,121,422  I  S2,9g8,a01 
1,687,237  3,571,176 
1,603,270      3,596,676 


Special 


Imports.       Exports 


13,874,618 
4,146,167 
4,860,067 


$10,235,214 
11,247,620 
11,366,091 


The  figures  for  1907  show  a  gain  over  the  previous  year  of  $119,071 
in  exports  and  $714,920  in  imports.  Excepting  rubber,  coffee,  and 
rice,  all  the  products  exported  show  a  substantial  increase.  The 
most  notable  advance  is  m  ivory,  with  a  total  shipment  of  447,882 
pounds  in  quantity  and  $1,238,076  in  value  as  compared  with  392,055 
poimds  and  $859,848  in  value  of  the  previous  year.  Ivory  brought  in 
1907,  according  to  the  official  figures,  an  average  of  $2.76  per  poimd 
in  the  Antwerp  market,  or  about  57  cents  per  poimd  more  tnan  m  the 
previous  year.  The  principal  export,  rubber,  shows  a  loss  in  quan- 
tity, and,  owing  to  the  sharp  decline  in  prices  in  the  closing  months 
of  the  year,  a  decided  loss  in  value.  In  1906,  with  a  total  of  10,667,648 
poimds,  this  article  brought  an  average  price  at  Antwerp  of  $1.93 
per  2.204  pounds.  In  1907  the  average  price  declined  to  $1.74  per 
2.2  pounds,  or  from  88  cents  to  about  78  cents  per  poimd.  Ship- 
ments of  gold,  $303,266  in  value,  show  a  steady  advance  over  the 
exports  of  this  article  in  1905  and  1906,  with  totals  of  $90,376  and 
$164,336,  respectively.  Copper  to  the  value  of  $4,549  was  exported, 
and  the  attempted  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  Kongo  is  indicated  in 
the  export  of  tnis  product  to  the  value  of  $207. 
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The  trade  by  principal  countries  in  1907  was  distributed  as  follows: 


CoimtrieB. 

General  conmieroe. 

Special  oommeroe. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States                            

1           $465 

$5,006 
28,444 
3,479,126 
44,985 
20,184 
163,963 
211,463 
104,302 
58,204 
100,666 
643,745 

$134 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

I^enxnark 

8,939 

!        572,012 

1           1,203 

*ii,"637;645" 

**i6,"34i,*646 

East  coast  ot  Africa    

127,027 

Franc© 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Portuguese  i>o89essions 

640,764 

87,546 

;        118,244 

'          51,040 

10, 733 

1,711,163 

3686 

162,155 

7,392 
47,304 
96,859 
25,542 

169 
83,768 

504,667 

All  otner  countries 

202,324 

206,221 

Total 

1,593,270  ,    3,698,576 

4,860,087 

11,366,691 

IMPORTS    AND   EXPORTS. 

The  principal  imports  are  tissues,  food  products  Gargely  canned), 
liquors  and  beer,  clothing,  machinery,  hardware,  matenal  and  acces- 
sories for  river  steamer  construction,  metals,  arms  and  ammunition^ 
coal,  and  glassware.  Substantial  increases,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  were  made  in  the  imports  of  food  products,  clothing, 
machinery,  materials  for  river  steamer  construction,  haberdashery, 
metals,  furniture,  hardware,  and  tissues. 

The  imports  in  detail  for  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Arms,  etc 

Camp  equipment 

Candles 

Chemical  products 

Clothing...* 

Coal 

Coffee 

Colors 

Construction  material 

Drugs 

Food  products 

Furniture 

Qlassware 

Haberdashery 

Harness  and  saddlery 

Iron  and  steel,  manu- 
factures of: 

Hardware 

Machinery 


General 

Special 

commerce. 

commerce. 

tins 

116,128 

48,401 

172,594 

6,876 

26,047 

6,926 

10,579 

995 

11,310 

96,669 

328,356 

215 

78,218 

4,267 

4,275 

3,243 

23,973 

-      9,333 

68,287 

6,939 

17,866 

250,585 

915,744 

7,2U 

40,947 

97,965 

73,680 

24,862 

38,783 

3,021 

14,650 

97,808 

223.912 

32,556 

262,544 

Articles. 


Matches 

Metals 

Musical  instruments 

Oil 

Pharmaceutical  products 

Rope 

Scientiflo  Instruments 

Seeds 

Soap 

Spirits,  etc 

S  tationery 

Steamers,  etc 

Tissues 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 


General 
commerce. 


12,424 

83,147 

3,612 

4,679 

8,395 

3,537 

2,758 

1,101 

6,560 

110,419 

14,916 

75,981 

540,349 

21,282 

15,901 


1,593,270 


Special 
commerce. 


$4,719 

199,559 

10,532 

51,268 

63,488 

6,794 

19,971 

2,421 

20,883 

361,039 

61,286 

212, 138 

1,411.480 

46,398 

70,273 


4,860,087 


The  leading  items  of  export  were  rubber,  ivory,  palm  nuts,  copal, 
gold,  palm  oil,  and  cocoa. 
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In  the  followinfi[  table  are  shown  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
articles  of  export  tor  1907: 


Articles. 

General  oommene. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

PoondB.        Value. 

Coooa 

1,026 

1173 

1,206,757          t2(B.2fi3 

Coffee 

160,296 

2,684,678 

99,752 

1,047 

447,882 

4,514,815 

11,488,796 

10,244,790 

17,506 

Copal 

180 
79 

28 
4 

393,303 

CoDDer 

4,549 

OTr:::....: :::::::::::::::::::::::: 

303,266 

Ivory 

300.469 

696,039 

2,382,778 

3,108,936 

891,396 

44,816 

83.613 

2,676,014 

2,630 

1,238,076 

oil  pAlm 

291,120 

Pftim  iint» 

403,151 

Rubber 

8,488,660 

All  other  articles 

23,787 

Total 

3,698,676 

11,366,691 

1 

BETTER  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  AMERICAN  GOODS. 

The  imports  from  and  the  exports  to  the  United  States  (special 
commerce;  for  1907  amoimted  to  $5,005  and  $134,  respectively.  The 
imports  consisted  chiefly  of  canned  goods  and  macmnerjr.  With  a 
change  in  the  existing  conditions  assured  bv  the  decision  of  the 
Belgian  Grovemment  to  take  over  the  Kongo,  tne  occasion  for  a  study 
of  this  market  by  American  manufacturers  becomes  especially 
apparent.  As  a  Belgian  colony,  the  Kongo  will  enter  a  new  i)hase, 
and  the  transition  may  affect  considerably  the  outlook  for  the  intro- 
duction of  American  goods  which  hitherto  have  failed  to  gain  a  real 
foothold.  It  will  be  to  the  interest  of  exporters  to  look  carefully 
into  the  situation.  The  market  is  well  worth  consideration,  and 
American  producers  should  find  here  a  good  field  for  the  sale  espe- 
cially of  cotton  goods,  canned  meats  and  vegetables,  preserved 
fruits,  arms  and  ammunition,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  machinery, 
hardware,  and  petroleum. 


SOUTH  AND  EAST  AFRICA. 


INTRODUCTION. 

A  review  of  the  commerce  and  industries  of  South  Africa  and  the 
adjacent  islands,  including  Cape  Colony,  Natal,  the  Transvaal, 
Orange  River  Colony,  Rhodesia,  the  Bechuanaland  Protectorate, 
Basutoland,  Swaziland,  Angola,  Nyasaland  Protectorate,  Uganda 
Protectorate,  East  African  Protectorate,  Portuguese  East  Africa, 
German  East  Africa,  and  the  islands  of  Zanzibar,  Madagascar, 
Mauritius,  Reunion,  Seychelles,  and  St.  Helena,  for  the  year  1907,  is 
herewith  presented,  and  some  later  statistics  furnished  by  consuls  and 
obtained  from  other  sources  are  included  in  this  review. 
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The  United  States  has  only  a  small  part — 8  per  cent — in  the  total 
foreign  trade  of  Africa,  as  compared  with  the  United  Kingdom's  30 
per  cent,  France's  18  per  cei^t,  and  Germany's  7  per  cent.  A  little 
over  1  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  that  continent  come  from  the 
United  States,  hence  there  is  a  wide  field  for  improvement  in  the 
trade.  There  is  general  agreement  on  the  part  of  consuls  that 
deficient  shipping  facilities  largely  account  for  the  backward  condi- 
tion of  American  trade.  Better  representation  for  American  ex- 
porters and  the  improvement  of  other  things  complained  of  would 
probably  follow  an  increase  in  the  transportation  facilities. 

The  direct  exports  to  Africa  have  varied  little  in  the  last  three 
years,  amounting  to  $18,408,774  in  1908,  $18,880,744  in  1907,  and 
$18,369,668  in  1906.  The  direct  imports  have  varied  considerably, 
amounting  in  1908  to  $15,153,268,  in  1907  to  $22,715,072,  and  in  1906 
to  $12,451,645.  But  a  considerable  proportion  of  imports  from 
Africa  comes  by  way  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  to 
which  they  are  accredited. 

The  British  South  African  colonies  of  the  Transvaal,  Orange 
Biver,  Natal,  and  Cape  Colony,  which  are  now  combined  in  a  customs 
union,  have  been  arranging  for  a  solidification  in  other  ways.  They 
held  a  convention  and  adopted  a  constitution,  which  was  approved 
by  the  Orange  Biver  and  Transvaal  parliaments,  though  not  elected 
for  that  purpose,  and  also  by  Cape  Colony.  The  Natal  parliament 
has  approved  the  arrangement,  though  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  that  colony.  This  arrangement  will  probably  be  beneficial 
to  the  colonies  interested,  and  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the 
British  Government,  as  ending  the  long-time  racial  conflict  in  South 
Africa. 

The  direct  exports  from  the  United  States  to  British  Africa  in 
1908  aggregated  $9,653,991,  as  compared  with  $10,463,876  in  1907  and 
$12,474,476  in  1906.  The  large  share  of  these  exports  go  to  what  is 
known  as  South  Africa,  and  the  decline,  while  general,  was  particu- 
larly large  in  that  section.  The  imports  into  the  United  States, 
coming  directly  from  British  Africa,  amounted  to  $2,423,103  in  1908, 
as  compared  with  $2,739,976  in  1907.  The  total  of  the  imports  into 
British  South  Africa  in  1907  amounted  to  $126,029,438,  a  decrease  of 
$19,282,655  from  the  previous  year.  There  was  a  still  further  decline 
in  1908,  when  the  total  was  $118,928,821.  The  United  Kingdom 
supplied  56.2  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1908,  as  compared  with  57  per 
cent,  in  1907.  The  United  States  furnished  7.8  per  cent  in  1907  and 
Germany  7.6  per  cent.  But  in  1908  Germany  furnished  8.7  per  cent 
and  the  United  States  8.2  per  cent.  This  change  in  the  situation  is 
largely  the  result  of  the  subsidized  steamship  lines  maintained  by 
Germany  foi*  the  development  of  its  African  trade.  Of  the  decline 
910S-G  R  l'907— Vol  : 
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of  nearly  $7,500,000  in  the  imports  in  1908,  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
a  3  per  cent  preferential  tariff,  suffered  a  proportionate  loss  in  its 
trade,  while  Germany  and  the  United  States  both  increased  their 
shares  of  the  imports,  though  the  United  States  supplied  less  in  1908 
than  in  1906.  Canada  supplied  1.5  per  cent  of  the  South  African 
imports  and  Australia  7.8  per  cent,  while  the  British  Empire  and  its 
colonies  furnished  altogether  70.2  per  cent. 

Many  items  of  import  into  British  South  Africa  show  an  increase 
in  1908;  as,  for  instance,  cotton  goods,  of  which  nearly  $20,000,000 
worth  was  imported,  and  drugs  and  chemicals,  haberdashery  and 
millinery,  jewelry,  boots  and  shoes,  machinery,  and  oils.  But  there 
were  declines  in  some  other  features  of  the  trade,  which,  as  a  whole, 
has  been  in  a  disturbed  condition  since  the  Boer  war.  There  has 
been  a  heavy  shrinkage  in  the  imports  of  flour  from  the  United 
States.  According  to  the  statistics  of  the  South  African  Customs 
Union,  89,969,068  pounds  were  imported  in  1906,  and  only  14,278,461 
in  1907.  The  United  States  statistics  show  exports  in  1906  to  the  value 
of  $1,177,966,  and  in  1908,  $291,780.  Australia  and  Canada  have 
greatly  increased  their  shipments.  Australia  furnished  94,000,000 
pounds,  and  Canada  38,720,000  in  1907,  while  Argentina  doubled  its 
shipments.  There  was  a  considerable  decline,  however,  m  the  total 
imports  of  flour,  owing  to  the  increased  production  in  South  Africa. 
Oti[ier  cereals  and  their  products  also  show  a  decline,  amounting  to 
87,280,000  pounds  in  1907,  as  compared  with  1906.  Wheat,  com,  oats, 
etc.,  all  show  a  decline,  said  to  be  due,  in  part,  to  the  development 
of  agriculture  rather  than  mining  in  South  Africa.  There  is  a 
greater  demand  for  farming  implements  of  all  kinds;  agricultural 
implements  were  imported  in  1907  to  the  value  of  nearly  $1,100,000, 
an  increase  of  $150,000  over  the  preceding  year.  Agricultural 
machinery  was  imported  to  the  value  of  $470,000,  showing  an  increase 
of  nearly  $200,000,  while  phosphates,  seeds,  manures,  etc,  also  show 
increased  imports.  The  percentage  of  the  imports  furnished  by  the 
United  States,  in  some  classes,  was  as  follows:  Lard  83.8  per  cent, 
canned  meats  57.8  per  cent,  oil  (engine  and  machinery)  74.2  per  cent, 
wax  (paraflin,  etc.)  64  per  cent,  fence  wire  50.5  per  cent,  fruits 
(bottled  and  canned)  35.5  per  cent,  clocks  and  watches  20.1  per  cent, 
flour  10  per  cent,  tools  43.3  per  cent,  agricultural  implements  44.6 
per  cent,  machinery  (agricultural  and  water-boring)  40.9  per  cent, 
and  mining  17.6  per  cent. 

In  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  the  United  States  has  a  small  share, 
amounting  to  $133,728  in  1908,  as  compared  with  $103,585  in  1907. 
The  United  Kingdom  supplied  $3,907,403  in  1908,  as  compared  with 
$3,902,400  in  1907.  There  were  increases  in  1908  in  electrical  and 
metal-working  machinery,  pipes  and  fittings,  steel  rails,  typewriters, 
oil,  cbtto^  gcMds,  and  particularly  in  boots  aad  shoes.    But  in  agri- 
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cultural  implements,  builders'  hardware,  scientific  instruments,  sew- 
ing machines,  wire,  furniture,  and  lumber  there  were  decreases  in 
1908.  British  manufactured  goods  were  eicported  to  South  Africa 
in  1908  to  the  value  of  $70,249,587,  a  decline,  however,  from  1907  of 
$8428,000.  British  shipments  to  Africa  in  ^eral,  excluding  South 
Africa  and  Egypt,  declined  in  1908  about  $2,000,000. 

Consul  J.  H.  Snodgrass,  of  Pretoria,  reports  that  in  well-drilling 
and  prospecting  machinery  for  the  Transvaal  the  United  Kingdom 
supplies  48  per  cent,  the  United  States  44  per  cent,  and  Canada  8 
per  cent;  but  there  is  included  in  that  aggregate  certain  agricultural 
implements.  The  Transvaal  imported  $6,600,000  worth  of  mining 
machinery  during  the  year,  and  the  value  of  such  machinery  in  the 
mines  is  said  to  be  over  $100,000,000.  Metal  ceilings  are  imported 
from  Canada.  Transvaal  is  seeking  to  enlarge  the  culture  of  tobacco 
and  sent  to  the  United  States  for  experts  for  that  purpose. 

The  United  States  leads  in  supplying  Cape  Colony  with  canned 
fruits,  but  Belgium  and  Italy  lead  in  vegetables.  The  British  pref- 
erential tariff  has  destroyed  largely  the  United  States  trade  in  oat- 
meal, of  which  $800,000  worth  was  imported  in  1907,  the  United 
States  supplying  $18,099,  while  Canada  supplied  $180,411.  In  Cape 
Colony  both  exports  and  imports  decreased  in  1908,  diamonds  showing 
a  heavy  loss  in  exports. 

In  the  East  African  protectorate  there  was  an  increase  of  about 
$400,000  in  the  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  1907,  but  the  exports  were 
only  about  one-third  the  value  of  the  imports.  For  the  fiscal  year 
1908  the  imports  were  greatly  reduced  while  the  exports  increased. 

In  Portuguese  East  Africa  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  trade 
in  cotton  goods,  though  none  came  from  the  United  States,  and  also  in 
agricultural,  mining,  and  fiber-cleaning  machinery.  There  was  not 
an  American  representative  in  all  Portuguese  East  Africa  for  trade 
purposes,  while  there  were  many  English  and  German  representatives. 
There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  imports  in  boots  and  shoes,  proba- 
bly due  to  the  expected  increase  in  the  tariff.  There  is  complaint  of 
carelessness  in  shipping  goods  from  the  United  States,  Consul  HoUis 
giving  an  instance  in  which  the  freight  on  a  boiler  and  engine  in  one 
piece  amounted  to  $500  from  New  York  City,  while  the  same  weight 
of  kerosene  cost  only  $40,  the  excess  on  the  engine  being  largely  due  to 
neglect  in  giving  proper  directions  for  the  shipment  of  it. 

In  Oerman  Southwest  Africa  diamonds,  copper,  iron,  and  lead 
have  been  discovered,  and  diamonds  have,  so  far,  developed  into 
quite  an  industry,  though  the  largest  one  yet  found  was  only  the  size 
of  a  three-fourths  carat  There  is  no  American  consul  in  the  German 
possessions  in  Africa.  Germans  are  doing  much  to  develop  their  ter- 
ritoiy  and  have  one  railway  116  miles  long  and  other  lines  building 
in  German  Eaat  Africa  and  German  Southwest  Africa. 
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From  Angola  tb^re  was  a  decrease  of  $285,000  in  exports  in  190T 
and  an  increase  of  $395,000  in  imports.  But  the  imports  were  largely 
for  the  Benguella  Railway.  The  low  prices  for  rubber  and  cotton 
had  much  to  do  with  the  decrease.  Agricultural  machinery  comes 
principally  from  America.  Cottcxi  growing  is  on  the  increase  under 
government  assistance.  Imports  from  the  United  States  increased  in 
1907,  but  they  reached  in  value  only  about  $60,000,  as  ccmipared  with 
$1,500,000  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  over  $8,000,000  from  Portu- 
gal. The  raw  cotton  produced  in  1907  was  iu  value  about  $12,000. 
Rubber  was  the  chief  export,  and  was  valued  at  about  $3,000,000.  The 
Benguella  Railway  when  completed  will  shorten  the  journey  from  west- 
ern Europe  to  Pretoria  and  Johannesburg  many  hundreds  of  miles. 

The  island  of  Zanzibar  had  a  better  trade  in  1907  than  in  the 
previous  year,  owing  to  the  large  clove  crop.  The  imports  were  about 
$1,700,000  greater  in  value  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Piece  goods 
comprised  $1,400,000  of  the  imports.  Petroleum  from  the  United 
States  was  imported  to  the  value  of  $61,500  and  from  Sumatra  to  the 
value  of  $39,000.  The  total  impcnrts  from  the  United  States  in  1907 
were  recorded  as  $235,000  in  value,  while  the  average  for  five  years 
was  $335,000.  The  exports  to  this  country  in  1907  were  $195,000,  and 
the  average  value  for  five  years  $62,500. 

The  United  States  trade  with  Madagascar  has  largely  declined 
since  that  island  came  into  the  possession  of  France.  The  total  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  in  1907  were  recorded  as  $24,500  in 
value,  which  was  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year.  The  total 
imports  of  the  island  were  about  $5,000,000  in  value,  of  which  France 
and  her  colonies  furnished  about  $4,500,000  worth.  Cotton  goods 
were  the  principal  articles  of  import,  but  there  was  a  large  decline 
in  1907  in  both  imports  and  exports  of  all  kinds. 

The  Seychelles  are  supplied  with  over  80  per  cent  of  their  wants 
by  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  colonies.  From  these  islands  vanilla 
is  the  leading  export.  The  island  of  Mauritius  is  not  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  and  increased  poverty  is  reported  by  the  governor.  Sugar 
is  the  chief  export. 

Uganda  shows  increased  imports  from  the  United  States  each  year 
since  1903,  in  which  year  the  total  imports  from  this  country  were 
in  value  about  $45,000,  which  had  increased  in  1907  to  $225,000.  Un- 
bleached calico,  called  "Americani,"  was  taken  in  1907  to  the  amount 
of  2,566,843  yards  from  the  United  States,  and  19,417  yards  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  112,750  yards  from  Italy,  and  13,450  yards  from 
India,  but  from  each  country  other  than  the  United  States  the  im- 
ports of  this  particular  class  of  goods  were  imitations  of  the  United 
States  product  This  demonstrates  that  the  United  States  cotton 
goods  can  be  successfully  sold  in  that  part  of  the  world  if  the  trade 
is  properly  looked  after.  ^ ^  .j:^:..  .  .:•.:._.:,.....;,  ... 
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BRITISH  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

By  yi01>Ck>N8T7L-GENKBAL  Geobgb  L.  Fobtee,  Cape  Town. 

Viewing  affairs  in  British  South  Africa,  which  includes  Cape 
Colony,  Natal,  the  Transvaal,  Orange  River  Col<my,  Rhodesia,  Becn- 
uanaland  Protectorate,  Basutoland,  and  Swaziland,  from  points  of 
interest  to  the  foreign  manufacturer  and  producer  and  in  the  licht  of 
the  experience  of  1W)7,  little  of  an  encouraging  nature  is  to  beiound 
in  the  outlook.  With  a  dwindling  population,  retrenchment  on  all 
sides  both  by  government  departm^its  and  in  mercantile  circles,  and 
a  reduced  spending  pjower  of  the  population  resulting  from  lower 
wages,  coupled  with  increased  production  in  agricultural  products 
and  a  continuation  of  the  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  British  goods, 
the  foreign  suppliers' prospects  for  increased  trade  are  not  brilliant. 

In  spite  of  labor  difficulties  the  exports  of  gold  for  the  year  1907 
exceeded  those  of  1906  by  over  a  million  ounces.  Other  mineral  pro- 
ductions have  also  been  on  the  increase.  The  exports  of  copper,  coal, 
tin,  lead  ore,  chrome,  and  tungsten  ores  in  1907  exceedea  those  oi 
1906. 

One  of  the  severest  blows  to  South  Africa  during  1907  was  the 
sudden  decrease  in  the  American  demand  for  diamonc]^  and  the  conse- 
quent reduction  in  price.  This  has  caused  the  mining  syndicate  at 
Kimberley  to  curtail  the  production  until  higher  prices  are  restored. 
This  course  accentuated  the  flooding  of  the  labor  market  of  South 
Africa  and  compelled  some  thousands  of  working  men  to  search  for 
employment  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Not  since  the  discovery 
of  diamonds,  it  is  saia,  has  Elimberley  seen  such  a  deplorable  state 
of  trade  as  during  the  latter  part  of  1907  and  the  beginning  of  1908. 

GOOD  TEAR  FOB  AGRICULTURE. 

Favored  by  good  seasons  and  absence  of  stock  pests  and  with  gov- 
ernment assistance,  the  agriculturists  of  all  the  colonies  have  had  a 
particularly  satisfactory  year.  Their  produce  has  commanded  good 
prices,  and  they  have  b^n  able  to  export  articles,  such  as  fruit,  hides, 
ostrich  feathers,  mohair,  maize,  tobacco^  tea,  sugar,  potatoes,  ana 
wool,  in  larger  quantities  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  lack  of  opportunity  for  speculation  in  property  and  mining 
shares,  together  with  other  conditions,  including  cheap  labor,  has  pro- 
moted thrift  on  the  part  of  the  population  and  in  many  cases  has 
led  to  very  successful  attempts  at  manufacturing  articles  heretofore 
imported  almost  exclusively.  Although  these  manufactures  are  not 
of  great  extent  they  have  tended  to  retard  the  importations  of  some 
articles,  and  in  a  few  cases^  such  as  manufactured  tobacco,  have  made 
vast  differences  in  quantities  imported. 

The  purchasing  of  South  African  products  only,  even  at  higher 
prices  than  those  of  imported  goods,  has  been  adopted  by  many 
recently  formed  societies,  in  cases  where  the  importea  articles  come 
into  competition  with  the  South  African  articles.  Trade  between  the 
colonies  nas  increased  rapidly,  the  interchange  of  South  African 
produce,  exclusive  of  gold  and  diamonds,  in  1907  amounting  to 
$38,302,216,  as  compared  with  $34,836,056  in  1906, 
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It  was  decided  by  the  recent  customs  conference  that  no  chan^  in 
the  customs  union  tariff,  excepting  very  minor  alterations,  womd  be 
made  until  June,  1909,  or  until  such  later  date  as  the  Closer  Union 
Convention  shall  have  arrived  at  definite  results.  It  is  confidently 
expected  that  the  various  parliaments  of  South  Africa  will  ratify 
this  action  of  the  conference. 

GENERAL  TRADE  CONDmONS. 

Exports  from  South  Africa  have  exceeded  the  imports  for  some 
time  past,  and  it  is  expected  that  soon  there  must  come  an  increase 
in  the  imports.  The  year  1907  fell  below  1906  for  general  trade 
within  the  country  and  also  as  re^rds  imports.  Overtrading  and 
overcredit  accoimt  for  much  of  the  distress  in  mercantile  circles. 
The  president  of  the  Cape  Town  Chamber  of  Commerce  made  the 
following  statement  in  his  annual  address: 

Notwithstanding  that  we  ought  to  be  doing  better  trade,  we  are  doing  worse, 
and  the  jr^neral  financial  condition  of  traders  points  very  clearly  to  the  fact 
that  we  are«  as  a  trading  community,  by  no  means  near  the  end  of  onr  tronbles ; 
and  I  much  doubt,  unless  something  at  present  quite  unforeseen  happens,  If 
there  is  any  likelihood  of  an  improved  position  for  at  least  eighteen  months  or 
two  years.  This  is  by  no  means  a  cheerful  prospect  In  the  Peninsula,  as  in 
other  districts,  we  are  handicapped  to-day  by  overtrading.  During  the  years 
1901  to  1903  the  number  of  traders  was  not,  perhaps,  in  excess  of  necessities. 
To-day,  with  the  reduction  in  population  and  restriction  in  the  spending  power 
of  the  conmiunity,  there  is  not  room  for  more  traders  than  were  here  in  similar 
conditions;  but  I  see  that,  whereas,  in  January,  1898,  1,782  general  dealers* 
licenses  were  issued  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  in  January  of  1908  there  were  2^42 
general  dealers*  licenses  granted;  and  no  doubt  the  same  position  exists  in 
other  parts  of  South  Africa.  This  points  directly  to  overtrading,  bringing  in 
its  train  reduced  profits,  smaller  incomes,  retrenchment  in  staffs,  restriction  of 
the  spending  powers  of  the  general  community,  and  consequently  less  trade  in 
the  aggregate  and  individually. 

The  increase  in  production  and  exports,  as  shown  by  the  compara- 
tive table  attached  to  tins  report,  is  enhancing  the  wealth  of  chiefly 
the  agriculturists,  and  indicates  their  prosj>erity.  The  amount  of 
capital  in  the  country  is  increasing,  whether  it  be  from  outside  capi- 
talists for  investment  or  in  payment  for  goods  exported.  Evidence 
of  this  is  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of  specie.  In  1907  the 
imports  exceeded  the  exports  of  specie  by  $3,151,736,  the  imports  be- 
ing $3,924,413  and  the  exports  $772,678.  A  more  pronounced  differ- 
ence may  be  seen  by  comparing  the  movements  of  specie  ior  the  first 
three  months  of  1908.  During  this  period  the  importations  of  specie 
exceeded  the  exportations  by  $1,624,618,  the  imports  being  $1,666,924 
and  the  exports  $41,306. 

IMFOBTS  BY  OOUNTBIES — DBCLINE  FBOM  THE  UNTTED  STATES* 

The  imports  of  merchandise  in  1907  amounted  to  $126,029,489, 
against  $139,312,098  in  1906,  a  decrease  of  18  per  cent  The  percent- 
ages of  imports  through  the  various  South  African  ports  were  as 
follows:  Cape  Town,  20;  Port  Elizabeth,  23.2 :  East  London,  11.9; 
other  ports  of  Cape  Colony,  2.2;  total  for  Cape  Colony,  57.3;  Durban, 
Natal,  27.1 ;  Delagoa  Bay,  13.1 ;  Beira,  2.5.  Eliminating  articles  of 
food  and  drink  from  the  importations,  foreign  countries  practically 
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held  their  own  as  regards  the  percentage  share  of  the  import  trade, 
having  supplied  the  same  percentage  of  other  articles  as  in  1906  and 
1907.  The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  56.8 
per  cent  of  the  total  in  1906  to  57  per  cent  in  1907,  and  the  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  possessions  rose  from  69.2  per 
cent  of  the  total  in  1906  to  71.5  per  cent  in  1907.  While  Germany 
has  maintained  her  per  cent  share  of  the  trade,  getting  7.6  per  cent 
of  the  import  trade  in  both  1906  and  1907,  the  United  States  fell 
from  9  ijer  cent  in  1906  to  7.8  per  cent  in  1907.  Argentina  has  also 
receded  in  her  position  from  3.1  per  cent  in  1906  to  1.8  per  cent  in 
1907. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  into  British  South 
Africa  from  the  several  countries  during  the  year  1907 : 


Whence  imported. 


British  Empire: 
United 
British  In< 

Ceylon 

Hongkong 

Straits  Settiements 

Maori  tins 

Dominion  of  Canada 

British  West  India  Islands 

Australia 

New  Zealand.... 

AU  other 

Total 

Foreign  countries: 

X^ted  States 

Aostria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Gennan  Southwest  Africa. 

Greece 

Holland 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Italy 

Norway 


Value. 


$71,890,152 

3,875,588 

585,980 

39,601 

72,764 

1,846,997 

1,927,528 

38,514 

9,400,131 

346,860 

92,980 


90,116,995 


9,877,730 
619,671 

1,404,978 
154,672 

2,183,019 

9,623,951 
8,185 
83,256 

1,740,372 
257,306 
666,764 
528,400 


Whence  imported. 


Foreign  countries— Continued, 

Portugal 

Madeira 

Portuguese  East  Africa.... 
Portuguese  West  Africa. . . 

Spain 

Canary  Islands 

Russia 

Sweden 

Switxerland 

Turkey 

China 

Japan 

Persia 

Slam 

^Sffh-:::::::::::;:::::: 

Philippine  Islands 

Argentina 

BrasU 

ChUe 

Uruguay 

All  others 

Total 

Grand  total 


Value. 


1168,006 

84,640 

317,826 

1,870 

186,733 

7,047 

141,143 

1,525,035 

471,428 

150,088 

244,255 

189,394 

36,606 

240,045 

59,318 

122,266 

25,780 

2,240,118 

1,457,333 

039,848 

42,300 

161,276 


35,012,448 


126,029,438 


PARCELS-POST  TRADE — CHANGES  IN  AMERICAN  IMPORTS. 

An  important  item  in  the  imports  of  British  South  Africa  is  the 
quantity  of  ^oods  imported  through  the  parcels  post.  In  1907  the 
value  of  goods  arriving  through  this  channel  amounted  in  value  to 
$3^08,687  and  were  composed  of  apparel  and  slops,  haberdashery, 
millinery,  cotton  manufactures,  boots  and  shoes,  jewelry,  clocks,  and 
watches.  In  dispatching  small  packages  to  South  Africa,  American 
manufacturers  have  not,  it  is  feared,  made  the  most  of  this  method, 
which  is  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  express  companies  of  the 
United  States, 
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The  gain  and  loss  in  some  of  the  articles  imported  into  British 
South  Africa  from  the  United  States  in  1906  ana  1907  are  shown  in 
the  following  statement,  which  gives  the  percentages  of  the  imports 
for  both  years : 


Articles. 


GAIN. 

AnlmalSill 
Carts  and  c) 

Fencing  standards 

Fencing  wire 

Glassware 

Implements,  agricultoral. 

Lamp  ware 

Rails 

Salad  oU 

Soap»  fancy  and  extract... 

Tools 

VegetableSrpreserved 

Wax,  paraffin  and  stearin 
Wood,  unmanufiactured . . 


1906. 

1907. 

Percent. 

Percent, 

4.8 

1L4 

67.5 

5a8 

1.1 

1.4 

49.8 

60.6 

4.3 

7.6 

42.9 

44.6 

16.6 

20.5 

4.5 

5.3 

24.8 

ao.0 

15.6 

20.0 

34.8 

43.3 

9.6 

12.4 

58.6 

64.8 

25.8 

34.5 

Articles. 


Bmsh  ware 

Candles 

Clocks  and  watches 

Fruits: 

Bottled  and  tinned 

Dried 

Fomitare,  aU  sorts 

Meats^tinned  or  otherwise 

preserved 

Oatmeal 

Oil,  engine  and  machine 

Sugar  and  sugar  products 

Instruments,  musical 

Machinery,  agricultural  and 

water-borf  ~ 
Machinery, 

Wheat 

Wheaten  flour 

Wood,  planed  or  grooved ... , 
Wood  mannftictnres,n.  o.  d 


1906. 


Percent. 
17.2 
16.8 
28.2 

39.0 
33.0 
8.7 


1907. 


PercenL 
1&9 
3.7 
20.1 

35.5 
23.5 
8.2 


64.9 

67.8 

3L8 

5.4 

78.5 

74.2 

3.5 

L6 

9.0 

9.4 

51.5 

4Ql9 

2&2 

17.6 

lai 

2.4 

27.6 

lao 

16.7 

14.6 

26.3 

23.8 

EXPORTS — ^THE   PREFERENTIAL   TARIFF   FOR   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

The  exports  from  British  South  Africa  for  1907  amounted  to 
$236,501,264,  as  compared  with  $213,705,875  in  1906,  or  an  increase 
of  more  than  10  per  cent.  Of  the  total  amount  of  the  exports  for 
1907,  those  of  gold  and  diamonds  formed  the  principal  part,  the  ex- 
ports of  the  two  combined  beincj  in  value  $187,959,768. 

Of  the  exports  from  South  Airica  in  1907,  79  per  cent  was  shipped 
through  Cape  Town,  6  per  cent  each  through  Durban  and  Port  Eliza- 
beth, 3  per  cent  through  East  London,  and  the  remaining  combined 
Cape  ports. 

Trade  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa  has  been  con- 
siderably affected  by  the  preference  in  the  tariff  on  goods  of  British 
origin.  While  the  United  Kingdom  receives  the  greater  portion  of 
the  rebates  under  this  jjreference  of  3  per  cent  ad  valorem  in  most 
cases  (in  some  cases  it  is  specific),  Canada  and  Australia,  with  the 
aid  of  this  tariff,  have  been  able  to  complete  successfully  with  the 
United  States  in  many  lines,  especially  articles  of  food,  and  the  im- 
ports from  Argentina  have  been  seriously  affected.  The  total  amoimt 
of  the  rebates  made  by  South  Africa  in  1907  under  the  preferential 
arrangement  was  $2,387,285. 

BANKING  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

The  present  conditions  of  banking  in  British  South  Africa  (exclu- 
sive of  Rhodesia)  were  the  subject  of  an  address  by  the  president  of 
the  Bankers'  Institute  of  South  Africa,  in  which  he  said  that  in  1898 
the  total  deposits  were  $90,030,250,  against  advances  of  $81,757,200. 
In  1902  the  former  had  increased  to  $194^660,000  and  the  advances  to 
$115,822,700.  An  immense  change  has  smce  taken  place.  The  total 
deposits  have  fallen  bv  $48,665,000,  and  the  total  advances  by.  only 
$2,919,900.  This  would  be  eminently  satisfactory  if  a  reasonable 
proportion  of  the  reduction  of  the  deposits  had  be^  under  the  head- 
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ing  of  fixed  deposits,  but  unfortunately  it  is  the  reverse.  The  float- 
ing deposits  have  fallen  by  $63^64,500,  and  the  fixed  deposits  in- 
creased by  $17,032,750. 

According  to  the  most  authoritative  figures  obtainable^  the  number 
of  persons  landed  at  British  South  Airican  ports  durmg  the  year 
was  50,553^  and  the  number  embarked  79,605,  indicating  a  reduction 
in  population  of  29,052. 

IMPOBTS  BY  ABTICLES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  by  principal  articles 
into  British  South  Africa  in  1907,  together  with  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  during  the  same  year : 


ArtidM. 


Animals,  live: 

Bulls  and  oxen 

Cows  and  calves 

Donkeys 

Horses 

Poultry 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Total 

Antifriction  grease 

Apparel  and  slops 

Aims  and  ammunition: 

Cartridges,  ball 

Cartridge  shells 

Detonators 

Fuse 

Guns — 

Single  barrel 

Double  barrel 

Gunpowder,  including 
that  in  cartridges... 

Total 

Bags: 

Coal,  flour,  and  grain. 

Other  bags,  not  paper 

or  leather 

Binding  twine  and  har- 
vest yam 

Explosives;  Dynamite,etc 

Boats  and  launches 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Canvas  and  duck 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cordage  and  rope 

Cotton  manuftictnres: 

Piece  goods 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Wick 

Waste 

Hosiery 

Total 

Drugs,    chemicals,    and 
medicine: 
Apothecary  ware  of 

an  kinds 

Bromine,  litharge, 
and  manganese  di- 
oxide  

Carbide  of  calcium . . . 
Patent  medicines 

Total 


Total 
imports. 


$16,016 

2i,aoo 

52,986 
272,212 

10,448 
134,437 


507,380 


190,003 
7,603,901 


179,077 

3,563 

117,633 

477,248 

111,380 
74,818 

31,820 


996,038 


1,028,841 

419,740 

39,890 
761,252 
6,297 
240,512 
819,971 
205,410 
561,760 
103,249 
158,298 


4,885,499 

1,184,501 

28,215 

87,850 

1,443,005 


7,639,070 


419,021 


22,318 
106,129 
505,541 


1,053,909 


Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 


1195 
2,287 
2,272 
2,433 
657 
6,180 


14,024 


52,281 
161,305 


4,978 

68 

1,431 

3,270 

4,915 
1,562 

910 


17,134 


1,494 

4,915 

16,999 
68 

1,874 
30,560 
29,778 

8,891 


88,781 
11,385 


6,463 

380 

165 

1,124 

25,846 


33,978 


26,522 


2,146 

18,551 

161,286 


208,506 


Articles. 


Dyes  and  tannics,gambier. 
Electrical  goods: 

Cable  wire 

Fittings,     includhig 

parts 

Felt 

Foodstufb: 

Ale.  beer,  and  stout. . . 

Butter 

Margarine 

Coffee,  raw 

Confectionery:  Honey 

Manufactured 

sweets 

Corn,  grain  and  flour- 
Barley 

Beans  and  peas... 

Flour 

Maize 

Rye  and  rye  meal. 

Samp 

Wheat 

Unenumerated... 

Total 

FEni,  preserved 

Fruit- 
Dried 

Nuts 

Bottled    and 
canned 

Lard 

Meats- 
Fresh  or  frozen- 
Beef. 

Pork 

Poultry  and 

game 

Preserved— 
Bacon     and 

hams 

Salted     and 

cured 

Canned,  etc... 

Total 

Milk,  condensed 

OU.salad 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Vegetables,  preserved. 
AlTother  foodstuffs. . . 

Total  foodstuib 


I    Imports 

Total         from  the 

imports.   I     United 

States. 


12,321 

361,357 

371,348 
22,503 


296,102 
1,719,432 

113,613 

1,821,477 

6,428 

634,796 


36,600 

141,552 

3,016,121 

21,646 

1,406 

4,803 

4,059,090 

12,220 


7,293,438 


342,003 
660,175 

213,299 
62,773 

126, 179  , 
238,843 


1,898,816  !. 
72,764  I 

164,059  I 

1,109,358 

11, 198 
401,296 


2,087,600 
83,881 
163, 130 
145,615 
622,718 


$8,477 

40,800 
13,023 


6 

376 

601 

1,650 

964 

16,726 


15 

6,419 

300,438 

793 

292 

4,798 

96,580 

2,536 


411,877 


8,765 
84,196 

50,300 
7,641 

44,577 
200,169 


13,178 
1,455 

4,837 

4,156 
231,894 


3,657,481  I         255,520 


178,090 
25.092 
8,010 
17,990 
72,609 


19,846,880  I      1,376,487 
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Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

from  the 
United 
States. 

Articles. 

Total 
Imparts. 

Imports 
fn^the 
United 
States. 

1 
Fumiture    and    cabinet 
ware: 

1192,071 
8,210 

111,652 
1,030,746 

1,027 

18,607 
126,432 

Machinery— Cont'd. 
Printing  and  book- 
h|fw«ng 

too, 823 
14,505 

646,867 
23,262 

1,504,085 

t2&a65 

Picture  frames 

Sawing  .T 

285,936 

School    and    chnrch 

Water^boring 

fomiture 

Wool  and  hay  presses. 

All  other  machinery, 

and  parts  of 

Total 

14,478 

Another 

121,794 

Total 

1,361,679 

140,470 

8,488,814 

1,679,973 

Glass  bottles  and  jars 

307,607 

40,680 

Oilman's  stores: 
Blacking 

138,311 
23,734 
100,608 

Hardware  and  cutleij: 
Cart  and  carriage 
axles  and  springs... 

rwMh  rAiHstATv 

147,667 
32,275 
836,741 
281,011 
203,264 
173,836 
220,611 
87,047 
36,073 
108,003 

2,105,010 

10,283 
31,073 
431,270 
1,762 
25,048 

J!'!2S! 
60,683  1 

6,961 

Rftnin 

23.354 

Starch. 

1,932 

Oils: 

Cottonseed. 

Engine  and  nuuddne.. 
LardoU 

Fencing  wire 

Fendng  standards. . .. 

Nails  and  screws 

Sewing  machines 

Stoves 

76,203 
402,323 
20,467 
1,001,340 
23,846 

63,883 
208,336 
28,532 

Mineral 

906,189 

55SJS'SE&'^ 

Unenumerated 

Total 

9,397 

185 
86,811 

433,663 

Tools '. 

1,<S23,160 

1,305,337 

Unenumerated  arti- 
cles  

Patats,  etc.: 
Turpentine 

79,300 
83,280 
415,621 

75,299 
4,473 

Total 

4,302,137 

1,064,847 

Vftrnteh ....... 

T*aints 

481962 

Instruments: 

Musical 

457,548 
61,761 
86,761 

43,050 
6,667 
2,117 

Paper: 

Bags 

120,825 
123,380 
640,443 
106,178 

Surgical. 

16,236 

Optical  and  ail  other.. 

Wall 

« 

Printing 

3,747 
11582 

Total 

556,060 

51,843 

Wrapping]./.  _'ii[... 

Total ', 

Implements: 

Agricultural 

Hoes,  picks,  kaflr 

India  rubber: 

Crude. .  . 

1,042,351 
40,003 

15,743 
81,076 

485,616 
1,144 

2,068 
4,044 

089,826 

21,802 

141,461 

75,107 
181,156 

406,466 

18,464 

Phonographs  and  acces- 
sories  

6,900 

Hanufiactured 

Photographic  materials. . . 

Plate:  Silver  and  plated 

ware 

38,007 

Iron: 

201,041 

166,862 
44,232 
103,308 

1,451,336 

18,226 

Bar.  bolt, and  rod.... 
Ohtlers,  beams,  col- 
umns,   for    iron 

Raflwav  material: 

RiJls 

22,408 
1,781 
5,670 

22,347 

272,071 
74,837 

78,234 

70,370 

634,240 

448 

i>Y|f|r1inM 

Sleepers 

15,719 

Hoop 

Plateand  sheet8,plain . 
Plate  and  sheets,  cor- 
rugated  

Total 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Otherpermanent  way 
material 

Rolling  stock 

200 
701 
409 

AllotlTer 

46,200 

384 

2,137,769 

52,305 

Total 

1,076,042 

17,861 

160,327 

33,010 

Seeds 

146,506 
466,680 

61,291 

6,603 
27,686 

38,051 

746,176 

4,426,763 

203,206 

302,750 

25,014 

44,971  . 
114,104 
2,745 

5,808 

Sheep  dip 

u&ctures: 

Shoemakers'  material,  not 
leather 

701 

and  patent  leather.. 

AH   o&er   kinds   of 

leather 

Extracts  and  powder . 

11,344 
020,020 
150,428 

98 

3.933 

33,788 

Boots  and  shoes 

Toilet 

Saddlery  and  harness. 

Total 

AU    other   leather 
goods 

1,090,801 

37,813 

5,n6,046 

103,632 

Bix>rting  goods 

296,224 

8,696 

Total 

Stationery  and  books: 
Books,  printed 

S!?1;^^:::::::: 

Ifaohinery: 

Apricultural 

Cranes  and  elevators 

457,787 
120,620 
760,152 

87,028 

761,063 

155,621 
3,765,012 

165,612 
15,164 
165,276 

15,145 

68,237 

44,348 
664,136  1 

1,063,509 
12,298 
26,940 

28,  sn 

701,365 
68,140 

16,872 
5^906 
1,095 

Electrical 

Ink,  other 

Printed  matter,  other 
than  books ......     . 

flS 

Fire  engines  and  ap- 
pliances  :.. 

For    manufacturing 
purposes 

17,661 

Typewriters  and  ac- 
cessories .....  X 

49,406 

boiler  composition. . 

Total 

1,910,725  ^           01.763 

Mining...  .r_ 
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Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 

Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 

from  the 

United 

States. 

Steel: 

Bar,  block,  and  Ingot. 
Plate  or  sheet. . .\7. . . . 

$467,067 
362,097 
103,997 

27,487 
110,628 

$190 
11,900 
7,726 

Motor  cars,  and  parts 
of. 

$513,338 
13,042 

123,096 

$6,789 

Tallow  and  stearin  . . 

Power  kNTiles 

681 

Tar,  and  kindred  sob- 
rtanm 

AU  other,  incloding 
perambolators  and 
wheelbanows 

Total 

Ttn  and  tinware 

43,009 

Tobacco,  and  ^v^tt'ifi'^^ 

221,182 
260,740 
260,640 
37,463 

140,028 
4,096 
4,463 
13,792 

1,468,533 

146,844 

tores  of: 

Unmannfltc  tared 

Cigars       

Wax.  for  candles,  etc.: 
Paraffin 

766,625 
214,423 

628,036 

Clxarettes 

Other  manolM^tures.. 

7,601 

Wood  and  timber: 

Unmanufscttired 

Planed  and  grooved.. 

Boxes,  empty 

Houses  and  frames. . . 
Staves 

Total 

779,015 

163,281 

1,421,719 

572,884 

195,424 

183,165 

43,156 

224,096 

608,914 

83,896 

3,163 

70,608 

25,262 

Toys  and  fwicy  goods. . . . 
Tramway  material: 

357,094 

83,626 
129,317 

8,352 

18,668 
i;896 

?^>l1<ngv1^^ , 

All   other  manulu- 
tures    other    than 

VehiclMf: 

694,263 
160,151 
68,641 

4,171 
91,164 

72,404 

Blcyclee,      tricycles, 
and  parts  of 

Total  wood  and 
timber 

2,641,044 

Carriages  and  carts, 
and  parts  of 

of. 

764,244 

E2CPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports,  by  articles  and  value, 
of  South  African  products  from  British  South  Africa  during  the 
calendar  years  1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Anfanals,Uve: 

Homed  cattle 

Horses 

$600,618 

301,630 

63,210 

166,731 

$47,268 
84,409 
18,020 
70,235 

Odd  concentrates  and  slag 
Hair,  Angora  (mohair) . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Hides 

$678,623 
4,137,124 

$566,840 
4,699,516 

Sheep  and  lambs 

AU  other 

648,831 

1,006,611 

2,063,206 

60,223 

965,145 

1,112,069 

219,032 

Ooat 

1,212,260 

Total 

Sheep 

2,362,228 
66,250 

48.835 

434,939 

37,808 

1,986,230 

1,017,974 

1,491,860 

2,832 

24,255 

45,051,775 

6,843,073 

66,262 

38,289 

678,366 

44,777 

2,876,621 

1,237,429 

2,035,034 

6  584 

21,734 

43,677,825 

8,960,073 

127,741 

All  other 

Asbestos,  raw 

T/tf*1 

3,767,873 

4,614,878 

Buchu  leaves 

Lead 

Coal 

101,146 

188,343 

Copper: 

Ores: 

Zinc 

303,057 
165,982 
823,927 

Regulus  and  smelted. 
Cotton  raw                  ... 

160,136 

Curios .'..'. 

Tin 

657,847 

Diamonds 

All  other 

98,066 

Feathers,  ostrich 

Flowers,  everiasting 

Total 

882,966 

915,037 

Wool: 

In  the  grease. 

Scoured 

Food  and  drink: 

Maiie 

Oats 

14,108 
7,912 
88,400 
85,292 
26,552 
89,653 

897,120 
157,894 
115,831 
62,281 
23,972 
299,555 

12,057,372 

13,636,103 

Vasotables 

Wfiie 

Another 

Washed 

Total 

50,276 
13,193,252 

64,724 
15,227,069 

Total 

261,912 

1,646,153 

AU  other  artides 

7,967,860 

4,206,427 

Odd.  raw: 

1,636 

116,096,156 

9,009,361 

9l!782 

14,906 

138,170,396 

10,328,061 

99,244 

Total 

218,706,875 

236,601,264 

FTOTlnoeof— 

Cape  Colony 

Transvaal 

Rhodesia 

Bechuanaland. ... 

Total 

124,796,924 

143,612,606 
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CAPE  COLONY. 

By  Vice-Consul-Genebal  George  L.  Fosteb,  Cape  Toww. 

The  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  other  colonies  in  South 
Africa  and  from  foreign  countnes  into  Cape  Colony  during  the  year 
1907  was  $82,380,788,  a  decrease  of  $11,873,189,  or  13  per  cent,  exclu- 
sive of  gold  and  diamonds  in  transit,  as  compared  with  1906.  The 
value  of  the  oversea  imports  in  1907  was  $72,758,675,  against  $85,- 
091,643  in  1906.  These  left  the  imports  by  land  from  inlimd  colonies 
$9,622,113  for  1907  and  $9^162,334  for  1906.  Allowing  for  the  reex- 
ports, the  value  of  the  net  unports  for  consumption  in  the  colony  was 
$49,071,864  in  1907,  against  $56,292,646  in  1906. 

Lar^c  stocks  imp<»ted  during  war  and  boom  times  can  not,  it  is 
thought,  account  to  any  extent  for  the  decrease  in  imports  in  1907. 
Other  reasons  which  seem  more  important  are  increased  local  pro- 
duction, diminution  of  the  population  and  curtailment  of  demands  of 
the  inhabitants,  owing  to  decreased  incomes.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
merchants  are  carrying  as  little  stock  as  possible  in  order  to  reduce 
their  expenses  and  working  capital.  They  are  no  longer  looking 
for  a  suaden  turning  of  the  financial  comer  or  a  bo<Mn  in  trade. 

IMPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  into 
Cape  Colony  from  the  several  countries  during  1906  and  1907  (over- 
sea imports) : 


Whence  Imported. 

1908. 

1907. 

Whence  imported.       1       1906. 

1907. 

British  Empire: 

United  Kinsdom 

Dominion  oTOfinada. . 

S51,132,710 
063,405 

1,132,176 
233,343 

6,290,437 
148,433 

1,734,873 

U4, 600, 377 

897,103 

1,282,881 

317,052 

6,238,556 

66,008 

1,480,413 

02,102 

Foreign  countries— Con. 

France 

Germany 

$1,344,300 
6,024,681 

$1,287,442 
4,234, 2M 

India 

Holland 

1,023,776 

831,391 

308,317 

026,262 

288,804 

ni,740 

3,171,641 

1,646,816 

1,347,830 

377,771 

Ceylon .           

Italy 

Australia 

Noneay 

217,753 

New  Zealand    . 

Sweden 

685.629 

Mauritiui 

Switceriand 

»5;^ 

All  other 

03,268 

Japan , . » .  ......  ^ . 

114,601 

Total 

Argentina 

1,161,818 
1,203,333 

60,718,044 

SI.8A4.5S2 

Braxil '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.',.. 

Chile 

1,425,116 

Foreign  countries: 

United  States 

Austria 

7,623,000 

268,314 

1,058,171 

6,701,057 
330,985 
763,718 

Total 

1           Orandtotal 

34,372,000 

18,804.008 

BA|giMTn*[****i"i**" 

86,001,643 

72,788,675 

REVIEW  or  IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

In  products  of  the  soil  the  imports  of  1907  show  considerable 
decreases  from  those  of  1906,  in  every  article  with  the  exception  of 
rice.  Rice  is  used  largely  in  this  country  and  is  served  as  a  vegetable, 
taking  the  place  of  potatoes  when  they  are  scarce.  The  imports  oi 
rice  in  1907  increased  bjr  more  than  25  per  cent  over  those  of  1906. 
The  imports  of  oatmeal  in  1907  were  25  per  cent  more  than  in  1906. 
While  the  value  of  that  imported  from  the  United  States  in  1907  was 
81  per  cent  less  than  in  1906,  Canada  supplied  71  per  cent  more  in 
1907  than  in  1906.  This  trade  is  affected  bv  the  preferential  tariff  in 
favor  of  British  goods,  which  gives  the  Cfanadian  manufacturer  an 
advantage  over  the  American  manufacturer.  Oatmeal  is  now  being 
manufactured  in  Cape  Colony  and  put  up  in  packages  similar  to 
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those  used  in  America  and  Canada.  It  is  becoming  more  popular  and 
is  already  affecting  the  quantity  imported. 

The  rc^ocking  of  the  country  with  cattle  and  poultry  has  gone  on 
rapidly  since  the  war,  and  now.  it  is  thought,  there  are  sufficient  ani- 
mals to  supply  all  the  country's  needs  in  fresh  meat.  The  value  of 
the  imports  of  frozen  meat  has  decreased  for  the  past  five  years,  the 
decrease  in  1907,  as  compared  with  1906,  being  62  per  cent.  Fr^h 
meat  having  become  more  plentiful,  the  demandfor  canned  meats  has 
greatly  decreased,  as  in  the  case  of  frozen  meats.  The  value  of  the 
imports  of  canned  meats  showed  decreases  in  the  years  1904, 1905,  and 

1906  of  over  20  per  cent  each  year.  The  value  oi  the  imports  in  1907, 
as  compared  with  1906,  shows  a  decrease  of  59  per  cent.  An  increase 
in  the  value  of  bacon  and  hams  has  been  reported  for  the  past  three 
years.  The  colonial-grown  pork  is  said  to  be  of  too  poor  quality  to 
make  either  good  hams  or  bacon.  The  increase  in  value  of  the  imports 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  establishments  here  for  curing  bacon,  owing  to 
their  inability  to  import  pork  and  cure  bacon  at  such  a  price  as  to 
compete  with  the  imported  article,  have  practically  closed  down  and 
have  been  importing  from  England  ana  Denmark  the  bacon  with 
which  to  fill  their  demands. 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS,  EGOS,  ALE,  BEBR,  AND  MINERAL  WATER& 

Butter,  cheese,  and  milk  (condensed),  although  imported  in  larger 
quantities  in  1906  than  in  1905,  show  a  falling  off  of  26  per  cent  in 

1907  as  compared  with  1906.  Every  stimulus  has  been  given  to  the 
dairy  industry  in  Cape  Colony,  both  by  the  government  agricultural 
department  and  by  the  public  generally. 

Through  a  desire  to  further  colonial  industries,  higher  prices  are 
paid  for  colonial  butter  and  cheese  than  for  imported  articles  ojf 
better  quality.  Good  seasons,  too,  have  been  effectual  in  increasing 
the  quantities  of  the  local  products.  While  the  imports  of  eggs  into 
the  colony  for  1907  were  valued  at  only  $311,431,  as  compared  with 
$341,282  m  1906,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  increased  from 
$8,764  in  1906  to  $10,365  in  1907. 

The  imports  of  ale  and  beer  and  of  aerated  waters  were  scarcely 
one-half  tnose  of  1906.  The  imports  of  ale  and  beer  in  1907  fell  short 
of  those  in  1906  by  over  22  per  cent.  The  manufacture  of  these 
articles  in  this  colony  has  increased  rapidly.  There  are  suflScient 
Germans  in  the  country  to  keep  up  a  demand  for  German  beers,  and 
the  American  beer  is  more  like  the  German  than  any  other  obtain- 
able. No  American  beer  was  imported  into  Cape  Colony  during  1906 
and  1907. 

The  articles  of  food  and  drink  combined  show  decreases  in  importa- 
tions in  the  colony  for  the  years  1904,  1906, 1906,  and  1907  of  29,  3.6, 
10,  and  19.6  per  cent,  respectively. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

The  values  of  the  imports  of  boots  and  shoes  into  Cape  Colony  for 
the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were  $3,640^837,  $3,812,834,  and 
$3,340^51,  respectively.  The  reduced  purchasing  power  of  the  popu- 
lation no  doubt  accounts  for  much  of  the  decrease,  but  another  factor 
which  should  be  taken  into  account  is  the  increased  local  manufacture 
of  the  coarser  grades. 
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The  imports  in  this  line  from  the  United  States  in  1907  amounted 
to  $76,866,  as  compared  with  $81,299  in  1906. 

American  trade  with  Cape  Colony  in  boots  and  shoes  can  be  stimu- 
lated by  the  manufacturer  making  a  greater  effort  to  please  his  cus- 
tomers and  seeing  that  they  get  goods  equal  to  those  originally  sup- 
plied. South  African  merchants,  upon  whom  we  depend  for  our 
trade  in  boots  and  shoes,  are  not  anxious  to  handle  American  goods. 
Their  first  choice  is  always  English  goods,  and  it  is  only  by  diowin^ 
a  superior  article  at  similar  price  and  by  creating  a  demand,  as  well 
as  by  fair  and  honest  treatment  of  the  merchant,  that  the  American 
manufacturer  can  expect  to  obtain  increased  trade.  When  it  is  found 
that  errors  have  been  made  and  that  the  importer  has  not  received 
goods  as  ordered,  American  manufacturers  should  be  ready  to  adjust 
matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  importer. 

FURNirURE,  CABINET  WARE,  AND  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

Imports  of  furniture  in  1907  as  compared  with  1906  showed  a 
decline  in  all  articles  with  the  exception  of  school  and  church  furni- 
ture, in  which  there  was  an  increase  of  4.6  j)er  cent  The  imports 
of  this  class  of  goods  from  the  United  States  increased  from  $16,161 
in  1906  to  $18,108  in  1907.  General  trade  in  furniture  has  never  been 
worse  in  South  Africa  than  during  1907.  Auction  sales  by  people 
leaving  the  country  made  it  possible  to  purchase  secondhand  fur- 
niture which  was  practically  new  at  extremely  low  prices.  The 
demand  for  new  furniture  has  been  steadily  decreasing  and  local 
furniture  manufacturers  have  been  able  to  compete  in  price  with  the 
imported  article  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  lormerly.  They  have 
catered  to  the  wishes  of  the  trade  and  the  public,  so  that  much  of  the 
custom  formerly  secured  for  imported  furniture  has  during  the  past 
year  gone  to  the  local  manufacturers.  The  dealers  find  it  an  ad- 
vantage to  handle  the  furniture  made  here,  as  less  stock  is  required 
to  carry  on  business,  and  many  of  them  have  started  small  manu- 
facturing plants  of  their  own.  Unless  there  is  a  considerable  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  American  furniture  there  seems  no  chance  of 
increasing  the  exports  to  this  country  in  any  lines  except  cheap  chairs 
and  tables  and  articles  used  by  schools  and  churches.  An  order 
amounting  to  $3,000  was  recently  given  to  local  manufacturers  for 
church  furniture,  as  the  prices  quoted  were  against  the  American 
manufacturer  by  nearly  25  per  cent.  Firms  having  sawmills  and 
cabinet  works,  which  were  established  during  the  boom  times  and 
which  are  not  fully  occupied,  are  willing  to  make  furniture  at  very 
low  rates. 

The  imports  of  musical  instruments  have  shown  a  steady  decrease 
for  the  past  five  years,  the  decline  being  somewhat  more  in  1907  than 
in  1906.  The  decline  in  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1907 
was  20  per  cent  as  compared  with  1906,  while  the  total  imports  de- 
clined 22  per  cent. 

GLASSWARE,  HARDWARE,  AND  AGRICUi;rURAL  IMPLEMENTS. 

The  local  manufacture  of  ale,  beer,  and  aerated  waters  has  created 
an  increased  demand  for  glass  bottles.  The  private  preserving  of 
fruits  has  become  more  popular  and  the  American  glass  jars  are  used 
more  than  ever  before  for  this  purpose.    The  imports  of  glass  bottles 
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and  jars  rose  from  $165,796  in  1906  to  $181,155  in  1907.  The  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  in  1907  were  more  than  double  those  of 
1906.  The  figures  for  1907  show  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  class- 
ware  other  than  those  mentioned.  The  depression  in  all  buUding 
operations  and  the  necessity  of  economy  have  caused  a  decline  in 
demand  for  plate  glass,  window  glass,  and  table  glassware. 

A  few  years  ago  the  manufacture  of  glass  was  attempted  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Town,  but  at  present  no  glass  is  made  in  South 
Africa. 

In  all  branches  of  hardware  there  was  a  decline  in  imports  in  1907 
as  compared  with  1906  except  in  the  case  of  fencing  wire^  which 
showed  an  increase  of  4.6  per  cent,  and  nails  and  screws  an  increase 
of  1.5  per  cent. 

The  value  of  tools  imported  in  1907  was  less  than  one-half  that  in 
1906.  Mechanics  have  left  the  country  in  large  numbers,  and  there 
has  been  very  little  progress  in  work  which  would  create  a  demand 
for  tools. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  colony  during  1907  of  imple- 
ments of  all  kinds  used  m  agjriculture  shows  an  increase  over  those  of 
the  two  previous  years  and  indicates  the  continued  progress  of  agri- 
culture. The  portion  of  implements  supplied  by  tne  United  States 
increased  from  $300,905  in  1906  to  $352,719  in  1907.  This  is  one  of 
the  lines  in  which  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
has  increased  but  in  which  it  has  lost  in  the  percentage  share  of  the 
total  imports. 

MOTOR  CABS  AND  MOTOB  BOATS. 

The  imports  of  motor  cars  and  parts  in  1907  were  $303,509,  as 
compared  with  $240,181  in  1906,  showing  an  increase  of  $65,328,  but 
the  imports  from  the  United  States  dechned  from  $11,557  in  1906  to 
$6,231  in  1907.  The  feeling  is  very  strong  against  American-made 
motor  cars,  and  some  of  those  which  have  bein  sold  were  far  from 
satisfactory  to  the  purchasers.  If  judiciously  solicited,  however,  a 
fair  portion  of  the  trade  could,  it  is  thought,  be  secured  by  the 
American  manufacturers.  There  is  no  line  of  American  manufac- 
tured goods  for  which  there  seems  to  be  a  better  opening  in  this 
market  than  for  low-priced  motor  cars.  It  is  thought  that  if  reliable 
cars  at  low  prices  could  be  obtained  there  would  be  a  good  demand 
for  them  among  residents  of  country  villages  and  even  among  the 
farmers. 

To  secure  any  part  of  the  trade  it  is  very  essential  that  thoroughly 
competent  representatives  should  exhibit  the  cars  and  demonstrate 
their  advantages,  which  must  be  exactly  as  represented.  It  is  thought 
that  it  wouldl)e  profitable  for  American  manufacturers  to  send  spe- 
cial representatives  to  this  coimtry  to  introduce  low-priced  motor 
cars.  If  this  is  not  possible,  arrangements  could  be  made  to  send 
sample  cars  on  consignment  to  reliable  firms  who  would  be  responsible 
for  them  and  endeavor  to  give  them  a  fair  trial.  Firms  here  will 
not  send  cash  in  advance  for  cars  of  which  they  know  nothing  except 
what  is  contained  in  the  manufacturer's  advertisement  or  catalogue. 
An  order  for  six  taxicabs  has  been  given  by  a  Cape  Town  fem, 
and  they  are  expected  to  be  plying  for  hire  in  Cape  Town  within  the 
next  few  weeks. 
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The  trade  in  motor  boats  in  South  Africa  up  to  the  present  amoimts 
to  practically  nothing.  The  total  of  all  boats,  launches,  tugs,  and 
lighters  imported  into  Cape  Colony  for  the  year  1907  amounted  in 
value  to  only  $6,180.  In  a  country  where  the  population  is  so  fond 
of  outdoor  sport  and  where  the  climate  is  especially  adapted  to  it, 
there  should  be  more  business  done  in  pleasure  boats.  While  Cape 
Town  and  its  suburbs  contain  owners  of  about  150  motor  cars,  rang- 
ing in  prices  up  to  $10,000,  it  is  said  that  there  is  not  a  sin^e  owner 
of  a  private  motor  or  steam  launch.  Table  Bay,  on  which  Cape 
Town  is  situated,  is  9  to  10  miles  in  extent,  and  within  a  radius  of 
25  miles  are  Simons  Bay,  Camps  Bay,  Hout  Bay,  all  places  of  im- 
portance as  pleasure  resorts. 

The  motor-boat  business  in  South  Africa  has  never  been  taken  up 
or  tested  by  any  firm  or  manufacturer,  but  seems  to  present  a  good 
field  for  increased  trade. 

RAW  OR  PARTIALLY  MANUFACTURED  MATERIALS. 

In  the  total  imports  of  materials,  raw  and  partially  manufactured, 
there  was  a  slight  increase  in  1907  over  1906,  the  increase  being  made 
up  principally  of  extra  quantities  of  mohair  and  wool  in  transit 
from  other  South  African  colonies. 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  for  the  year  from  the  United 
States  showed  an  increase  in  both  quantity  and  value,  while  the  total 
imports,  including  those  from  other  colonies  which  were  over  25  per 
cent  of  the  total  quantity,  showed  a  decrease  of  26  per  cent  in  value. 
The  production  of  tobacco  is  one  of  the  principal  agricultural  pur- 
suits m  South  Africa,  and  tobacco  manufacturers  claim  that  sufficient 
is  grown  to  fill  all  the  needs  of  this  country,  but  the  quality  not  being 
good  enough  it  is  necessary  to  import  from  the  United  States  the 
finer  grades  used  in  making  cigarettes  and  cut  tobacco. 

INCREASED  IMPORTS  OF  PARAFFIN  AND  STEARIN — ^WOOD  DECREASED. 

There  was  a  very  considerable  increase  in  1907  over  1906  in  imports 
of  paraffin  and  stearin  for  candles.  The  imports  of  paraffin  rose  xrom 
1,794,283  pounds,  valued  at  $90,570  in  1906,  to  3,789,047  pounds, 
valued  at  $208,174  in  1907,  or  an  increase  of  over  56  per  cent.  The 
United  States  has  lost  2  per  cent  in  her  percentage  share  of  this  trade, 
supplying  76  per  cent  in  1906  and  74  per  cent  in  1907.  Other  countries 
from  which  supplies  have  come  are  the  United  Kingdom,  India, 
Austria,  and  Germany.  The  value  of  the  imports  of  stearin  in  1906 
were  $54,884  as  compared  with  $41,097  in  1906.  The  United  States 
supplied  nearly  three  times  as  much  in  1907  as  in  1906.  The  increase 
in  imports  of  paraffin  and  stearin  is  accounted  for  by  the  increase 
in  the  manufacture  of  candles,  which  is  directly  responsible  for  the 
decrease  in  the  imports  of  candles  from  5,018,118  pounds  in  1906  to 
3,152,322  pounds  in  1907.  The  imports  of  candles  from  the  United 
States  decreased  from  476,163  pounds,  valued  «t  $86,686,  in  1906,  to 
47,968  pounds,  valued  at  $3,440,  in  1907. 

The  decline  in  value  of  imports  of  wood  and  timber,  including  all 
except  furniture,  from  $1,723,296  in  1906  to  $1,830,830  in  19OT  is 
caused  not  only  by  fewer  imports  of  eadi  item  under  the  heading,  hoi 
by  wood  of  South  African  growth  coming  more  and  more  into  use. 
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Especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  During 
the  year  1907  ash,  aspen,  bass,  birch,  cedar,  elm,  gum,  hazelwood, 
hickory,  jarrah  and  karri,  maple,  oak,  pine,  poplar,  and  walnut  woods 
were  imported  to  the  value  of  $550,946.  The  united  States  supplied 
ash,  bass,  birch,  cedar,  hickory,  maple,  mahogany,  oak,  pine,  poplar, 
and  walnut  woods  to  the  value  of  $238,565. 


EXPORTS  FROM  CAPE  COLONY. 

The  value  of  the  exports  oversea  of  South  African  produce  from 
Cape  Colony  in  1907  was  $214,574,764,  as  compared  with  $192,857,832 
in  1906.  Deducting  from  these  amounts  the  values  of  the  produce 
received  from  other  South  African  colonies,  $157,371,713  in  1907 
and  $134,447,992  in  1906,  the  net  oversea  exports  of  South  African 
produce  from  Cape  Colony  for  the  two  years  were  $58,409,840  in 
1906  and  $57,203,051  in  1907.  By  adding  to  these  amounts  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  South  African  produce  to  other  colonies  the  total 
exports  of  South  African  produce  from  Cape  Colony  are  shown  to 
be  $72,296,373  in  1906  and  $71,773,779  in  1907.  The  decline  of 
$4,202,773  in  exports  of  diamonds  in  1907  more  than  accounts  for  the 
decrease  in  total  exports  for  the  year.  The  value  of  diamonds,  mined 
in  Cape  Colony,  exported  oversea  in  1907  was  $29,044,303,  as  com- 
pared with  $33,247,076  in  1906.  Exports  to  German  Southwest 
Africa  have  rapidly  declined  for  the  past  three  years,  the  value  being 
$4,948,943,  $1,527,166,  and  $322,663,  in  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  re- 
spectively, or  a  decrease  of  78  per  cent.  While  German  Southwest 
Africa  is  still  a  good  customer  for  products  of  the  Cape  Colony,  large 
quantities  of  merchandise,  which  were  previously  bought  in  Cape 
Colony,  are  imported  direct  into  that  country  from  other  parts  of  the 
world.  Several  representatives  of  American  houses  have  found  it  a 
new  and  valuable  market  for  their  goods,  especially  in  food  lines. 
Owing  to  the  decreased  demand  in  German  Southwest  Africa  for 

{)roducts  of  the  Cape,  the  exports  of  animals  (living)  for  1907  were 
ess  than  those  of  1906. 

The  value  of  the  principal  exports  of  products  of  Cape  Colony  and 
the  increases  therein  are  shown  by  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


1906. 


1907. 


Wool $10,579,182 

Feathers 6,842,883 

Angorahalr t  3,871,807 

nides  and  skins 3,400,003 

Oats '  7,913 

Maize 1,698 

Flowers  and  grasses I  66,340 

Fnilt 71,645 

Fish '  22,177 

1 


$12,118,787 

8,828,902 

4,450,886 

3,912,797 

157,874 

63,479 

127,945 

117,755 

76,677 


Articles. 


Aloes 

Buchu  leaves, 

Argol 

Ivory 

Bark 

Copper , 

Tin  ore 

Gold 


1906. 


$19,412 

37,808 

9,451 

2,784 

1,548 

2,343,945 

56,276 

1,635 


1907. 


$27,905 
44,777 
13,865 
8,925 
12,234 
2,809,893 
90,230 
14,906 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  PASTORAL  IKDUSTRIES. 

While  there  are  no  complete  statistics  of  production  available  for 
the  year,  it  is  acknowledged  that  1907  was  a  record  year  for  Cape 
Colony  in  agricultural  products. 

The  following  statistics  of  production  are  supplied  by  the  agricul- 
tural department  of  the  colony  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1907,  to 
9108— c  R  1907— VOL  1 47 


Digitized  by 


Google 


738 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


February  15,  1908.  which  practically  covers  the  producing  season* 
These  figures  are  irom  voluntary  returns  and  are  partly  estimated. 
They  do  not  include  returns  from  native  territories  of  the  colony  : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


Wheat bushels. . 

Oats do...: 

Barley do 

llye do 

Maize do 


2,064,023 

5,242,362 

981,824 

341,500 

948,753 


Potatoes bushels . . 

Oat  hay pounds.. 

Barley,  cut  green do 

Lucerne do 


Qnantity. 


624,878 

206,901,906 

11,776,371 

48,757,701 


The  returns  of  the  chief  inspector  of  sheep  for  the  six  months  end- 
ing December  31, 1907,  show  tnat  in  Cape  Colony,  including  Bechua- 
naland,  there  were  3,528,677  Angora  goats  and  5,164,519  other  goats; 
10,753,419  wooled  sheep  and  6,390,266  cross-bred.  It  was  also  shown 
that  during  that  period  the  increase  of  lambs  and  kids  in  the  colony 
was  7,134,821,  ana  that  losses  through  drought  and  disease  amounted 
to  1,109,735. 

Experiments  in  growing  cotton  have  been  made  in  several  parts  of 
Cape  Colony.  American  seed  has  been  sown  and  the  results  tend  to 
show  that  the  industry  could  be  made  to  pay.  Samples  have  been 
exhibited  in  Cape  Town  of  cotton  grown  within  200  miles  of  the  city, 
which  were  pronounced  very  fair.  Raw  cotton  to  the  value  of  $735 
was  exported  from  Cape  Colony  during  1907. 

IBRIGATIOX — OSTRICH   FARMING — ^ALFALFA. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  director  of  irrigation 
for  1907: 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  considerable  activity  in  irrigation 
development  in  some  districts  and  little  or  none  in  others.  Progress  Is  most 
noticeable  in  the  valleys  of  the  midlands  and  the  east,  and  for  this  we  have  to 
thank  the  ostrich-feather  industry.  In  a  country  where  the  cost  of  transport 
is  often  prohibitive  ostrich  feathers  form  almost  an  ideal  form  of  produce. 
Then,  again,  the  prices  realized  are  so  remunerative  that  farmers  are  encour- 
aged to  develop  their  farms  in  a  manner  which  with  any  other  kind  of  produce 
or  stock  raising  would  be  impossible.  The  ostrich-feather  industry  has  been 
responsible  for  the  efficient  fencing  and  division  into  the  camps  of  hundreds  of 
farms,  which  in  itself  is  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  country  in  connection 
with  the  preservation  of  the  veld  and  prevention  of  sluitlng. 

Lucerne,  in  Cape  Ck)Iony,  responds  to  irrigation  and  cultivation  to  a  degree 
hardly  credible,  and  unknown  elsewhere.  Disregarding  extraordinary  out- 
turns to  which  specially  favored  localities  give  rise,  I  think  it  safe  to  say  that 
the  average  net  profits  accruing  to  a  lucerne  farmer  amount  to  from  $44  to  $97 
per  acre  per  annum,  these  rates  being  based  upon  the  sales  of  baled  lucerne 
hay.  If  lucerne  is  not  baled  but  used  on  the  farm  for  feeding  stock,  the  profits 
are  still  greater.  According  to  a  statement  made  by  a  well-known  ostrich 
farmer  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Cradock  Farmers'  Association,  a  net 
profit  of  $146  per  acre  of  lucerne  per  annum  can  be  made. 

MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIES  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

During  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  a  movement  toward 
manufacturing  in  South  Africa  which  has  a  tendency  considerably  to 
affect  the  imports  of  manufactured  goods.  Articles  of  South  Afri- 
can manufacture  have,  of  late,  been  shown  special  attention  by  mer- 
chants and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  them  before  the  public. 
Two  very  extensive  breweries  have  grown  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Town,  and  their  products  are  said  to  compare  favorably  with  those 
manufactured  in  any  part  of  the  world.    One  of  these  breweries 
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has  recently  expended  $500,000  on  a  malting  plant.  Coarse  grades 
of  boots  and  shoes  are  made  by  three  different  factories  in  Cape 
Colony.  For  the  past  five  years  a  Cape  Town  firm  has  been  manu- 
facturing brooms. 

A  candle  factory  with  an  output  of  225,000  pounds  of  candles  per 
month,  and  employing  85  hands,  is  situated  here,  and  a  similar  fac- 
tory is  located  at  King  Williams  Town.  There  are  now  several  large 
factories  in  the  colony  engaged  in  manufacturing  confectionery  and 
jams.  Two  spacious  and  well-equipped  furniture  factories  have  been 
established  in  Cape  Town,  where  all  kinds  of  wood  furniture  and  fix- 
tures are  made  in  up-to-date  styles.  A  company,  with  branch  fac- 
tories at  King  Williams  Town  and  Durban,  has  a  well-equipped 
match  factory  in  the  suburbs  of  Cape  Town.  The  soaps  manufac- 
tured in  the  colony  are  of  the  cheapest  grades  of  household  soap,  ilo 
toilet  or  fancy  soaps  being  made. 

No  manufacturing  industry  in  South  Africa  has  progressed  with 
such  rapidity  as  that  of  manufacturing  tobacco.  There  are  now  four 
large  tobacco  factories  in  Cape  Town,  one  of  which  has  recently 
doubled  its  size.  It  now  has  16  cigarette  machines  in  operation 
and  employs  nearly  500  hands,  and  its  daily  output  of  cigarettes  is 
1,350,000.    The  entire  value  of  the  plant  is  $400,000. 

About  7,000  wool  blankets  are  manufactured  annually  by  a  firm 
located  within  100  miles  of  Cape  Town. 

RAILWAYS — OCEAN  MAILS — PACKING  OF  GOODS. 

Durinff  1907,  54  miles  of  new  railway  were  opened  for  traffic  in 
Cape  Colony,  making  the  total  mileage  of  the  colony  3,253  miles. 
The  earning  of  the  railways  of  the  colony  in  1907  were  $16,885,318, 
as  compared  with  $18,360,085  in  1906,  or  a  decrease  of  $1,474,865. 

During  the  year  the  contract  time  of  16  days  and  15  hours  for 
carrying  the  mails  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  exceeded  on  two  occa- 
sions on  the  outward  voyage,  and  on  the  homeward  passage  the  mail 
steamers  were  11  times  late. 

Diamonds  will  not  be  accepted  by  the  post-office  authorities  here  for 
the  United  States,  which  necessitates  their  being  sent  first  to  England 
and  then  reposted  to  the  United  States. 

While  most  of  the  American  manufacturers  sending  goods  to  South 
Africa  have  nothing  to  learn  in  regard  to  packing  go^s  for  foreign 
shipment,  there  are  others  who  cause  themselves  and  their  customers 
needless  expense  and  loss  through  improper  packing.  A  shipment 
of  metal  ofnce  furniture  which  had  arrived  in  a  damaged  state  was 
recently  surveyed  by  a  representative  of  this  consulate-general  at  the 
request  of  the  consignee.  The  value  of  the  shipment  was  about 
$2,000,  and  made  up  principally  of  cabinets  of  2,  3,  4,  and  8  drawers, 
card-index  drawers,  and  pigeonhole  cabinets.  The  outside  boxes  were 
all  that  could  be  desired  and  arrived  in  perfect  condition,  but  as  the 
contents  had  not  been  packed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  firmness 
and  the  drawers  had  not  been  fastened  shut  great  damage  was  done 
to  almost  every  article.  The  enamel  was  chipped  off,  sides  of  cabi- 
nets were  dented,  and  screws  and  rivets  were  lost.  Greater  disap- 
pointment was  experienced  by  the  importer  of  these  goods  than  would 
have  been  the  case  in  most  parts  or  the  United  States  or  Europe, 
owing  to  the  great  expense  in  this  country  of  repairing  the  damage. 
This  applies  to  all  such  cases.    It  costs  from  two  to  five  times  as 
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much  to  have  goods  repaired  in  this  country  as  it  would  in  most  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

In  spite  of  the  depression  in  trade  the  municipality  of  Cape  Town 
ift  expending  $500,000  in  experimental  paving  on  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal business  streets.  Contracts  for  asphalt,  creosoted  red  deal 
blocks,  yellow-wood  blocks,  and  stone  pavements  are  nearing  com- 
pletion. 

EXPOBTS  TO  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Cape 
Colony  to  the  United  States,  as  declared  at  Cape  Town,  Port  Eliza- 
beth, and  East  London  during  the  three  calendar  years  given : 


Articles. 


Aloes 

Argols 

Berry  wax 

Bachu 

Calabash  gourds 

Casings,  sausage 

Flowers,  everlasting. 

Feathers,  ostrich 

Goatskins 

Hides 

Household  goods 

Law  publications 

Lobster,  canned . . . . . 

Seeds,  quince 

Sheepskins 

Woof. 

All  other  articles 


1905. 


13,016 
4,070 


10,296 


6,380 
S06,084 
184,601 
123,900 

1,337 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


56,564 
5,288 
4,155 


905,783 


40,269 


1906. 


13,633 
2,750 
1,640 

12,967 


2,905 

955,173 

247,852 

149,639 

786 


1,106 


13,187 
11,046 
1,287 


1,404,880 


21,130 


1907. 


11,889 

2,0d5 

631 

21,425 

744 

688 

3,  £07 

1,154,416 

150,638 

66»884 

468 

1,010 

14,286 

2B3 

31,777 

15,021 

601 


1,456.453 


19,649 


PORT  EI.IZABETH. 

By  Consul  Robert  B.  Mosheb. 

The  total  value  of  the  merchandise  imported  into  Port  Elizabeth  in 
1907  was  $29^23,099,  as  compared  with  $31,944^07  in  1906,  and 
$16,458,668  in  1905.  The  imports  for  the  Government  of  Cape 
Colony  in  1907  aggregated  $481,340.  The  imports  for  other  South 
African  governments  were  of  the  value  of  $158,239,  while  the  sj)ecie 
imported  was  $48,655,  making  the  grand  total  oi  imports  of  all  Kinds 
$29,911,343. 

The  declared  exports  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  the  United  States 
by  articles  during  the  calendar  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


1905. 


Feathers,  ostrich..., 

Hair,  Angora 

Hides 

Horns 

Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

Wool: 

Fleece- washed.. 

Scoured , 

In  the  grease..., 
All  other  articles.... 


<2,555,300 

2,327,044 

153,694 

18,561 

376,409 
651,716 

4,866 

570,980 

3,061,586 

168,429 


Total I    9,908,685 


1906. 


13,407,533 

3,367,283 

178,917 

14,025 

500,807 
838,027 

21,082 

593,294 

3,761,291 

101,234 


1907. 


$4,220,503 

3,^3,920 

197,896 

8,414 

606,580 
984,800 

77, IBS 

833,326 

4,270,685 

278,511 


12,783,493      15,332,790 
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NATAL. 

By  CJoNSUL  Edwin   S.   Cunningham,  Dubban. 

The  statistics  herein  given,  from  the  South  African  Statistical 
Bureau,  unless  otherwise  specified,  show  that  the  year  1907  like  its 
two  j)redecessors  was  commercially  a  very  lean  one  in  Natal.  The  de- 
pression existing  during  the  last  two  years  continued.  It  was  a  year 
of  financial  stringency  and  trade  depression.  Unemployment  has 
been  general,  and  thousands  of  white  people  have  suffered  acutely 
from  want,  most  of  whom,  depending  upon  labor  for  a  livelihood, 
have  left  the  country,  owin^  to  their  inability  to  secure  remunerative 
work.  Notwithstanding  this  the  country  has  never  been  more  pro- 
ductive, although  it  has  had  to  rely  upon  its  own  resources  to  a  far 
greater  extent  man  in  past  years.  All  parts  of  the  colony  have  suf- 
fered keenly  from  the  hard  times,  though  Durban  has  borne  the 
brunt. 

The  year  has  practically  established  as  a  fact  that,  despite  the  ex- 
cellent harbor  facilities,  the  free  handling  and  wharfage  of  merchan- 
dise consigned  to  interior  destinations,  and  the  expeditious  forward- 
ing arrangement  of  the  Natal  Government  Railway,  Durban  has  not 
been  able  to  maintain  its  position  as  the  carrier  of  trade  for  Johannes- 
burg from  countries  beyond  the  seas.  The  five  ports  through  which 
the  interior  of  South  Africa  communicates  with  the  outside  world  are 
Durban,  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  and  Lourenqo 
Mar(][uez.    Each  port  has  territory  which  it  supplies,  owing  to  its 

Eroximity  thereto,  but  the  carrying  of  the  over-sea  trade  for  Jcmannes- 
urg  is  of  greatest  importance  and  is  the  trade  for  which  each  port  is 
striving.  There  has  been  a  steady  decline  of  the  tonnage  of  cargo 
landed  here.  During  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  there  were 
landed  563,796  tons,  747,819  tons,  and  479,482  tons,  respectively.  It 
can  not  be  claimed  that  the  other  ports  have  had  a  corresponding  in- 
crease, but  a  status  quo  in  times  when  the  entire  import  is  shriiSing 
about  15  per  cent  annually  is  quite  satisfactory. 

IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS — OVERSEA   TRADE. 

The  total  oversea  trade,  inclusive  of  raw  gold  specie  and  govern- 
ment stores,  of  the  port  for  1907  was  $53,685,447,  as  against 
$58,269,115  in  1906,  a  decrease  of  $4,583,670,  or  7.8  per  cent,  while  there 
was  an  increase  of  0.5  per  cent  for  the  whole  of  British  South  Africa. 
The  trade  of  Natal  was  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
but  a  comparison  with  1898,  the  last  normal  year  prior  to  the  war, 
shows  a  wonderful  increase.  In  1898  the  total  trade  was  $36,621,100, 
of  which  $25,906,000  were  imports  and  $10,715,650  exports.  Or  the 
exports,  $5,829,900  were  reexports  and  $4,886,300  colonial  products. 

The  exports  of  Natal  in  1907  amounted  to  $16,029,645,  against 
$14,835,620  in  1906.  Raw  gold  heads  the  list  of  exports,  but  as  it 
oriffinates  in  the  Transvaal  it  does  not  enter  into  the  material  wealth 
of  this  colony.  The  other  chief  exports  were  wool  and  Angora  hair, 
wattle  bark,  coal,  hides,  and  skins.  During  the  year  $833,000  worth 
of  maize  was  exported,  the  first  export  of  this  article.  A  further  result 
of  an  increased  home  production  is  the  reduction  in  the  amount  of  food 
and  other  products  imported.  The  export  of  colonial  articles  in- 
creased from  $11,811^80  in  1906  to  $14,581,500  in  1907.    In  1906 
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colonial  products  formed  79.75  per  cent  of  the  exports,  while  in  1907 
they  constituted  90.75  per  cent  of  a  larger  export  trade.  There  is 
probably  no  demand  for  Natal  exports  m  the  united  States  except 
tor  hides,  which  during  the  year  have  not  been  shipped  thereto  in 
usual  quantities,  owing  to  the  existence  of  anthrax  among  the  catUe 
in  Natal,  which  necessitated  a  form  of  disinfection  found  imprac- 
ticable by  most  of  the  shippers.  Some  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to 
wattle  bark,  but  the  prices  have  been  considered  too  high  for  the 
American  market.  Natal's  foreign  trade  is  small  compared  with 
what  it  sells  to  its  sister  South  African  colonies.  The  export  trade  of 
Natal  is  still  in  an  undeveloped  state. 

WHAT  NATAL  IMPORTS. 

It  is  surprising  that  in  a  colony  capable  of  producing  nearly  every- 
thing consumed  in  it  food  products  should  be  imported  as  much  as 
they  are,  28.75  per  cent  of  the  imports  coming  under  the  general  head 
of  rood  and  drinks.  Meats — fresn,  cured,  and  tinned — were  imported 
to  the  value  of  $2,778,165,  which  is  $220,000  less  than  the  value  of  the 
imports  during  1906.  The  decrease  in  this  item  may  be  accounted 
for  in  part  by  the  fact  that  in  an  unusually  large  district  in  which 
the  cattle  were  infected  by  fever,  the  healthy  ones  were  ordered 
slaughtered  for  food. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  by  this  and  other  colonies  to 
dairying,  the  country  being  admirably  adapted  for  grazing.  This 
will  account  for  the  imports  of  condensed  milk  being  only  $420,600  in 
1907,  against  $576,800  in  1906.  Less  butter  was  impprted  in  1907 
than  in  1906,  but  there  was  an  increase  of  $7,000  in  margarine  and 
other  butter  substitutes.  The  statistics  show  that  the  foreign  ale  and 
stout  imports  were  $33,510  below  those  of  the  previous  year.  This 
decrease  was  very  likely  occasioned  rather  by  a  greater  use  of  the 
colonial  brew  than  by  any  considerable  reduction  in  the  demand. 
The  whisky  trade  was  also  slightly  reduced.  Other  potable  spirits 
have  had  less  demand.     Sugar  imports  were  larger  in  1907  than  in 

1906.  For  food  and  drink  as  a  whole  Natal  spent  $10,798,34:5  in 

1907,  as  against  $12,654,815  in  1906. 

EFFORTS   TO   ESTABLISH    INDUSTRIES. 

During  the  year  1907  greater  activity  than  ever  before  was  shown 
along  industrial  lines,  with  promise  oi  permanent  results.  Though 
wealth  may  not  crown  these  efforts  immediately,  the  eventual  success 
of  these  industries  will  insure  a  more  healthy  and  permanent  condi- 
tion than  formerly,  when  the  Europeans  were  mere  sojourners  in  the 
colony,  confident  in  the  hope  that  luck  would  guide  them  to  a  reef 
or  diamond  pipe,  or  in  some  other  equally  fortunate  manner  enable 
them  quicklj  to  become  rich,  and  to  return  to  their  native  lands. 
The  industries  which  are  most  promising  and  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  leading  citizens  is  beinff  turned  are  agriculture  and  fruit 

f  rowing  and  tne  development  of  the  coal  and  manganese  resources, 
arming  and  fruit  growing  received  a  great  impetus  during  1907. 
They  were  encouraged  in  every  possible  way  bv  the  government, 
cheap  freight  rates  were  procured  for  every  article  that  appeared  to 
promise  profit,  and,  in  many  cases,  samples  were  shipped  at  govem- 
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ment  expense.  The  consignments  of  fruit  of  various  kinds  and  some 
agricultural  products,  as  well  as  shipments  of  lambs  and  beef,  were 
numerous.  These  experiments  probably  taught  the  shippers  much 
concerning  the  best  manner  of  preparing  these  articles  for  the  market, 
but  the  quantities,  except  in  the  single  article  of  maize,  were  so  small 
that  they  could  not  have  been  profitable. 

AroiNG  AGRICULTUHB. 

Farming  was  encoura^d  by  the  establishment  by  the  Natal  legis- 
lature of  a  land  and  agricultural  loan  fund  for  promoting  the  occu- 
f)ation,  cultivation,  and  improvement  of  the  agricultural  and  pastoral 
ands  of  the  colony.  The  fund  for  operating  the  bank  is  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  public  debt  commission,  and  is  to  aggregate,  in 
round  numbers,  not  less  than  $2,500,000,  though  the  use  of  an  equal 
amount  is  autnorized  from  other  funds  at  the  discretion  of  the 
government.  Loans  in  sums  from  $250  to  $7,500,  and  not  exceeding 
three-fifths  of  the  value  of  the  property  mortgaged,  may  be  had 
upon  first  mortgages  at  such  a  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  as  will  cover 
expenses  of  administration  and  provide  a  reserve  fund,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  off  existing  liabilities  and  effecting  certain  improve- 
ments and  for  the  purchase  of  live  stock  and  plants.  Loans  are  to  be 
repaid  at  stated  periods  not  to  exceed  five  years,  or  repayment  may 
be  made  by  half-vearly  installments  during  a  period  not  to  exceed 
35  years.  This  fund  will  soon  be  available  and  will  be  of  great 
assistance  to  struggling  farmers  who  find  difficulty  in  negotiating 
loans  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  it  will  be  of  special  assistance  to  them 
in  stocking  their  farms  anew  after  the  devastation  of  the  cattle  by 
the  coast  fever. 

The  colony  has  great  potentialities  in  agricultural  and  horticul- 
tural lines.  There  is  scarcely  a  fruit,  cereal^  vegetable,  or  plant 
which  will  grow  in  a  corresponding  latitude  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world  that  can  not  be  grown  here  under  proper  culture.  Natal 
is  favored  to  an  even  greater  degree  than  most  localities  of  the  same 
latitude,  in  that  the  coast  lands  gradually  rise  as  they  recede  from 
the  ocean  until  a  considerable  altitude  is  reached,  giving  within  a 
short  distance  a  great  variety  of  climates  which  permits  the  cultiva- 
tion of  some  cereals  that  are  usually  found  only  in  more  temperate 
zones.  The  ftnends  of  agriculture  believe  that  from  the  soil  must 
come  the  wealth  that  will  restore  such  confidence  in  Natal  as  will 
bring  back  the  prosperous  times  known  previous  to  1904. 

RAPID  STRIDES  IN  SOIL  CHCTLTIVATION. 

It  can  not  be  gainsaid  that  rapid  strides  have  been  made  in  agri- 
culture during  the  last  few  years,  and  1907  can  well  be  said  to  be  the 
bediming  of  the  success  in  farming  to  which  the  soil  and  climate 
entitle  the  province.  Within  a  few  years,  under  practical  manage- 
ment. Natal  will  no  longer  be  dependent  upon  imports  for  her  agri- 
cultural products,  and  will  probably  enter  the  foreign  market  as  an 
exporter. 

The  staple  article  is  maize,  which  grows  in  every  section,  and  which 
is  cultivated  by  all  classes  and  races,  Europeans,  nowever.  producing 
one-half  the  crop.    Under  careful  husbandry  a  most  excellent  quality 
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of  maize  is  produced.  During  the  year  1907,  42,866  tons  were  sold 
in  London,  and  it  commanded  a  higher  price  than  the  American 
product.  The  ready  sale  with  which  it  met  in  London  resulted  in  a 
15  per  cent  increase  of  the  acreage  planted  over  the  average  for  the 
four  previous  years,  and  but  for  the  appearance  of  the  top  grub  in 
large  districts  the  yield  would  have  been  correspondingly  in  excess 
of  last  year's. 

Fostered  by  a  protective  duty,  and  with  the  importation  of  cheap 
indentured  labor  permitted,  the  sugar  industry  has  prospered  and 
has  attracted  more  capital  for  investment  than  any  other  oranch  of 
agriculture.  During  the  year  the  area  was  increased  to  considerably 
over  40,000  acres,  and  at  the  same  time  great  improvements  were 
made  in  plants  and  machinery,  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$975,000  since  the  middle  of  1906. 

More  than  1,500,000  pounds  of  tea  were  produced  last  year.  The 
cultivation  of  tobacco  is  engaged  in  to  some  extent.  Considerable 
attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the  planting  and  culture  of  fiber, 
while  vast  tracts  of  original  soil  are  under  lease  from  the  govern- 
ment for  the  collection  of  native  rubber  and  under  contracts  for  the 
planting  of  rubber  therein. 

MISCELLANEOUS    INDUSTRIES. 

The  black  wattle  tree  was  transplanted  from  Australia  a  third  of  a 
century  ago,  at  first  as  an  ornamental  tree,  but  its  production  has  now 
become  one  of  the  richest  industries  of  the  colony,  and  there  are  over 
80,000  acres  planted  in  black  wattle,  from  which  were  taken  last  year 
300,000  bags  of  bark,  for  shipment  to  Europe  and  sale  to  the  tanning 
trade. 

The  fiber  industry  has  received  great  encouragement.  A  special 
commissioner  was  sent  to  Mauritius  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  study- 
ing the  industry  as  carried  on  in  that  island.  His  report  has  given 
considerable  impetus  to  the  industry  here,  and  several  thousand  acres 
are  now  being  prepared  for  the  planting  of  aloe  fiber,  or  Mauritius 
henip. 

Manganese  ore  is  found  in  deposits  which,  in  connection  with 
hematite  preparations,  are  being  developed j  and  it  is  believed  that  it 
will  not  only  be  found  in  paymg  quantities,  but  can  be  profitably 
mined  and  used  in  the  manufacture  of  steel.  Graphite  has  also  been 
discovered  recently,  and  if  developments  are  as  anticipated  it  may  be 
an  article  of  export  in  the  near  future.  Certain  commercial  clays 
have  been  prospected  for,  but  their  use  has  not  suflSciently  developed 
to  be  mentioned  as  among  the  industries  of  the  colony. 

During  the  year  25  collieries  carried  on  operations  suflScient  to  be 
mentioned  by  the  commissioner  of  mines  in  his  annual  report  Ei^ht 
of  these  collieries  produced  over  100,000  tons  of  coal  each ;  the  remain- 
ing 17  are  of  little  importance  so  far  as  increasing  the  annual  output 
of  coal  is  concerned.  The  output  of  coal  for  the  year  1907  was 
1,530,043  tons,  valued  at  $3,360,000.  Of  this  quantity  1,286,203  tons 
were  round,  187,287  nut,  and  56,523  tons  small  coal.  This  shows  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  23J  per  cent.  The  bulk  of  the 
increase  came  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year,  occasioned  by 
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an  unusual  demand  as  well  as  by  some  new  markets  found  oversea. 
The  potentialities  of  the  coal  industry  are  without  doubt  the  greatest 
the  colony  has,  and  active  efforts  are  being  made  to  find  an  oversea 
market,  so  that  the  output  may  be  increased  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
The  mines  are  near  to  the  port,  and  long  and  expensive  hauls  before 
the  coal  is  ready  for  market  are  not  necessary.  Probably  the  most 
important  industrial  undertaking  during  the  year  was  the  successful 
floating  of  a  company  to  develop  mines  of  coal,  hematite,  and  man- 
ganese in  a  particularly  rich  district  in  northwestern  Natal.  The 
capital  stock,  $2,434,000,  is  to  be  used  in  acquiring  and  developing 
the  properties  and  in  building  17  miles  of  railway  from  the  main  line 
to  the  mines. 

LABOR    CONDITIONS. 

White  laborers  must  come  in  almost  direct  competition  with  the 
native  and  with  the  free  and  indentured  East  Indian,  both  of 
whom  have  few  wants  and  can  live  on  very  cheap  food.  ^Practically 
all  the  work  is  done  by  natives  and  East  Indians.    In  a^icultural 

{)ursuits  only  497  white  laborers  were  employed.  According  to  the 
atest  published  statistics,  the  ordinary  white  laborer  receives  from 
$20  to  $24  per  month.-  White  overseers  on  sugar  and  tea  estates 
receive  from  $50  to  $150  per  month.  On  farms  native  men  are  paid 
an  average  monthly  wage  of  $3.50,  females  $1.78,  free  Indians  fi:om 
$4.87  to  $9.73,  and  indentured  Indian  males  $2.43  to  $3.65,  females 
$1.21  to  $1.82.  The  native  and  Indian,  both  free  and  indentured, 
receive  food,  housing,  and  medical  attendance  in  addition  to  their 
wages.  In  the  coal  mines  405  Europeans  are  employed,  3,681  na- 
tives, and  2,960  Indians.  All  the  Indians  are  indentured  for  a  term 
of  five  years,  and  there  do  not  seem  to  be  any  free  Indians  employed 
in  the  mines,  wherein  Indian  labor  is  preferred  to  native  labor. 

TRADE  BY  COUNTRIES. 

From  Natal  $14,581,500  worth  of  South  African  products  was 
shipped  to  markets  over  the  seas,  of  which  $8,657,940  worth  was 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  $2,105,240  to  Germany,  $736,050  to 
Belgium,  and  $133,840  to  France,  no  other  country  or  colony  over- 
sea purchasing  as  much  as  $100,000  worth. 

In  the  year  1907  Australia  took  second  place  in  the  imports  into 
Natal,  passing  the  United  States,  which  nad  previouslv  been  the 
country  of  second  importance,  viz,  $3,604,370  in  1906  and  $2,501,615 
in  1907.  The  colony  imported  from  British  India  $1,767,730  in  1906, 
and  $1,931,765  in  1907.  The  other  countries  and  colonies  from  which 
imports  were  purchased  and  which  show  an  increase  of  the  value  of 
imports  for  the  year  1907  over  those  of  1906  are  Belgium,  Denmark, 
Greece,  Italy,  and  Spain.  Every  other  country  and  colony  with 
which  Natal  trades  has  experienced  a  reduction  in  her  sales.  The 
imports  from  Australia  were  $3,434,000  in  1906  and  $3,100,000  in 
1907,  while  Canada's  trade  fell  from  $827,250  to  $723,360.  The  im- 
p<yFts  from  the  entire  British  Empire  suflfered  a  reduction  from 
$27,890,820  in  1906  to  $24,585,250  in  1907.  Argentina  suffered  a  loss 
of  $229,335. 
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IMPOSTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  oversea  into  Natal 
from  the  various  countries,  government  stores  and  specie  not  in- 
cluded, during  the  years  190G  and  1907 : 


Countries. 

igo6. 

1907. 

Countries. 

1906. 

1907. 

British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

British  India 

120, 8M,  495 

1,767,730 

827,255 

3,434,030 

364,505 

602,805 

$18,053,109 

1,931,767 

723,359 

3,100,033 

290,591 

486,388 

Foreign  countries— Con. 
Belgium 

•377,400 
991,350 
2,599,060 
463;  230 
173,710 
643,075 

9381,021 

Francft 

709,049 

Dominion  of  Canada. . 

GfNrmany . 

1,063,062 

Awstrallft 

Holland 

456;  SS 

New  Zealand 

Italy 

192,202 

All  other  possessions. . 

Sweden 

431,659 

Switseriand 

108,557 
1,580,170 

Total 

27,890,820 

24,585,247 

All  other  countries 

Total 

1,804,630 

Foreign  countries: 

3,604,370 

1,318,745 

248,445 

2,501,654 

1089,410 

147,080 

12,224,006 

0,580,468 

United  fitatm 

Grand  total 

Argentine  Republic. 

40,114,825 

34,165,740 

Austria-Hungary 

IMPORTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  continue  to  drift  with  the 
general  import  trade  of  the  colony,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  serious 
effort  to  advance  that  trade  dropped  to  third  place  in  point  of  total 
value.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1903  aggr^ted 
$8,147,790,  declining  the  following  year  35J  per  cent,  suffering  a 
further  decline  in  1905  of  23.8  per  cent,  in  1906  of  9.6  per  cent,  and 
in  1907  a  further  decline  of  30.6  per  cent,  when  Natal  imported  only 
$2,501,655  from  the  United  States.  This  is  a  retrogressi<m  that  hard 
times  in  South  Africa  can  not  altogether  account  for. 

Under  the  general  heading  of  food  and  drink  can  be  ^ouped  the 
most  valuable  items  of  import  into  Natal  from  the  Umted  States, 
comprising  about  20  per  cent  of  our  total  import  trade  of  this  colony. 
Of  a  large  number  or  articles  in  this  group,  flour  heads  the  list  as  the 
most  important,  not  only  of  this  group,  but  of  the  entire  list  of  im- 
ports, the  imports  being  valued  at  $132,610  in  1907,  as  compared 
with  $485,000  in  1906.  Canada  and  Australia  have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  the  flour  trade  from  the  United  States.  Canned  meats  also  suf- 
fered a  heavy  drop  from  $209,285  in  1906  to  $62,832  in  1907.  Any 
reason  for  the  decline  in  this  article  I  am  unable  to  find,  as  during 
the  year  American  canned  meats  regained  much  of  the  popularity 
which  they  lost  during  1906,  and  1  confidently  expected  a  much 
better  year.  American  condensed  milk  was  imported  to  the  value  of 
$50,724,  and  the  colony  bought  $66,335  worth  of  American  lard. 
American  canned  and  dried  fruit,  in  about  equal  quantities,  was 
imported  to  the  value  of  $33,400,  and  preserved  fish  to  the  value  of 
$19,950.  Natal's  total  purchases  of  articles  of  food  from  the  United 
States  in  1907  amounted  to  $501,600. 

American  hardware  and  cutlery  are  quite  popular  and  were  im- 
ported to  the  value  of  $327,065.  Fencing  wire  comprises  about  half 
of  this  amount,  and  it  is  recognized  as  being  superior  to  that  manu- 
factured elsewhere.  American  tools  and  stoves  were  imported  to 
the  value  of  $25,325  and  $26,897,  respectively. 
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AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS — ^FURNITURE. 

Xatal  imported  $142,768  worth  of  American  agricultural  imple- 
ments as  against  $120,530  the  previous  year.  There  is  no  branch  of 
the  trade  that  offers  so  good  an  oi)portunity  for  the  American  ex- 
porter as  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  Their  introduction 
and  sale,  however,  mu^  be  proceeded  with  in  a  businesslike  way, 
the  manufacturers  making  competitive  exhibitions  at  the  various 
agricultural  gatherings,  as  well  as  private  displays  of  the  various 
articles  for  wnich  there  is  a  demand.  The  development  of  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  colony  has  only  begun,  and  each  year  mds 
a  greatly  increased  use  of  modern  appliances  lor  farming.  At  the 
present  time  American  implements  and  machinery  are  exceedingly 
popular,  though  the  agents  of  the  American  article  are  not  as  care- 
ful to  exhibit  their  machinery  as  are  those  of  other  makes.  This 
trade  can  not  be  secured  or  held  without  the  exercise  of  the  same  busi- 
ness principles  and  methods  here  as  are  found  necessary  for  success 
in  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

American  furniture  of  almost  every  kind  is  popular,  and  office 
furniture  is  particularly  in  demand.  A  list  of  Ajnerican  imports  is 
sent  herewith. 

TRADE   OPPORTUNITIES. 

By  a  glance  through  the  table  of  imports  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
trade  opportunities  in  this  colony  are  diversified  and  veiy  extensive, 
and,  considered  as  they  should  be  in  connection  with  the  trade  oi 
South  Africa,  as  a  whole  they  furnish  abundant  ground  for  believing 
that  American  trade  can  be  materially  increased  if  endeavors  are  car- 
ried on  in  the  same  businesslike  and  practical  manner  as  has  been 
found  necessary  to  attain  successful  results  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  Almost  any  article  which  is  sold  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
will  find  some  demand  here.  The  white  population  in  Natal  is  about 
100,000,  and  in  the  whole  of  British  South  Africa  probably  about 
1,000,0()0,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  those  residing  here  have  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  comforts  and  good  things  of  life  and  are  will- 
ing to  spend  their  monej  to  obtain  them.  Only  good,  honest  articles 
should  be  quoted  for  this  trade.  It  does  not  impress  me  as  a  market 
for  chea^  or  shoddy  articles.  Cheapness  coupled  with  good  quality 
is  appreciated,  but  if  these  can  not  be  combined  give  quality  the  pref- 
erence and  charge  the  higher  price.  In  this  manner  this  market  can 
be  gained  more  readily  than  in  any  other  way. 

Some  careful  inquiries  have  been  made  among  importers  to  ascer- 
tain what  bona  fide  complaints  existed  against  the  present  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  United  States,  and  what  suggestions  would  be  made 
to  facilitate  intercourse  between  Natal  and  the  United  States.  The 
complaints  were  very  few,  and,  for  the  most  part,  present  relations  are 
as  good  as  could  be  expected.  The  most  serious  complaint  concerned 
the  habit  of  substitution  and  the  delay  in  filling  orders.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  that  many  American  firms,  when  it  suits  their  convenience, 
substitute  a  "  similar  "  article  for  the  one  ordered.  This  custom  has 
lost  the  American  exporter  a  number  of  small  orders.  The  delay  in 
fflling  orders  is  oftentimes  very  great  and  results  in  untold  annoy- 
ance to  the  purchaser  and  ultimately  in  a  great  loss  to  the  American 


Digitized  by 


Google 


748  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS.    . 

trader.  This,  which  may  be  called  an  extreme  case,  was  called  to  my 
attention:  On  December  15,  1906,  a  4-horsepower  motor  engine  was 
ordered  from  a  western  firm,  the  remittance  price  accompanying  the 
order.  After  numerous  letters,  in  which  the  promise  was  made  that 
the  order  would  be  filled  at  once,  and  eight  months'  waiting,  the 
engine  was  received  in  Durban  at  the  end  of  October,  1907. 

Complaints  have  been  made  to  the  consulate  about  bad  packing,  and 
several  cases  of  very  insufficient  packing  have  been  seen. 

PARCELS  POST — OOMMUNICATION — TARIFF. 

Several  firms  have  expressed  their  regret  that  no  parcels-post 
arrangements  existed  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa. 

The  most  beneficial  move  that  could  possibly  be  made  to  increase 
American  trade  in  South  Africa  would  be  the  establishment  of  an 
American  line  of  steamers  direct  from  New  York  to  some  port  in 
South  Africa.  South  Africa  is  a  great  country,  and  though  at  present 
a  wave  of  depression  has  swept  over  this  land,  it  no  doubt  has  a  good 
future,  and  the  trade  possibilities  can  scarcely  be  overestimated,  for 
its  resources  have  only  oeen  touched.  To  enable  the  United  States  to 
compete  successfully  with  manufacturers  in  other  countries,  similar 
facilities  must  be  provided  for  transportation,  and  these  facilities 
must  be  under  the  American  flag.  The  present  service  is  as  good  as 
may  be  expected  under  existing  arrangements,  but  American  cargo 
can  not  be  carried  in  the  vessels  of  our  strongest  commercial  competi- 
tors and  the  United  States  still  hope  to  secure  the  trade  it  ^ould 
have. 

There  is  a  weekly  mail  service  between  Southampton  and  Durban, 
consuming  about  twenty  days  in  transit,  while  the  service  from  New 
York  to  Durban  consumes  twenty-eight  to  thirty  days.  Cable  con- 
nections to  the  United  States  are  by  way  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  at 
the  rate  of  85  cents  to  New  York,  89  cents  to  Washington,  and  91 
cents  to  Chicago,  per  word.  The  steamship  communication  between 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  world  may  be  considered  good. 

Natal  is  a  member  of  the  British  South  Africa  Customs  Union, 
and  levies  the  import  du^  on  merchandise  provided  for  in  the  agree- 
ment of  March,  1906.  This  agreement,  however,  expired  on  June 
30,  1908,  the  Transvaal  having  given  notice  of  its  withdrawal  from 
the  union  at  that  date.  A  new  tariflf  agreement  will  be  formed  along 
lines  similar  to  the  existing  one. 

DUKBAN   AS  A  TRADE  AKD   SHIPPING  CENTER. 

Durban  is  a  town  of  70,000  inhabitants,  one-half  of  whom  are 
Europeans.  It  is  the  only  developed  port  of  the  colony,  and  when 
facts  concerning  the  trade  of  this  port  with  over-sea  places  are  ob- 
tained they  may  be  said  to  contain  a  history  of  the  trade  of  the  colony 
with  lands  beyond  the  sea.  The  conditions  of  the  port  correspond- 
ingly affect  the  entire  colony,  though  this  is  probably  not  true  to  such 
an  extent  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was  felt  that  the  colony 
could  retain  its  importance  onlj  by  controlling  the  transit  trade  ana 
acting  as  forwarders  and  carriers  of  the  commerce  from  oversea  to 
consumers  in  the  Transvaal.  With  full  faith  in  its  ability  to  provide 
such  a  port  and  such  transportation  facilities  as  would  enable  it  to 
overcome  the  natural  advantages  of  shorter  distances  from  the  coast 
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to  the  metropolis,  Durban  constructed,  at  an  expense  of  millions  of 
dollars,  an  excellent  harbor,  having  better  facilities  and  equipments 
than  any  in  South  Africa.  The  town  is  much  overbuilt,  and  for  years 
to  come  landowners  can  scarcely  hope  for  satisfactory  returns  on  their 
investments. 

During  the  year  Durban  has  increased  its  popularity  as  the  leading 
jseaside  watering  place,  and  at  a  considerable  expense  has  added  a 
large  bathing  inclosure,  promenade,  board  walk,  and  the  usual  im- 
provements of  a  first-class  seaside  resort  to  the  list  of  public  institu- 
tions owned  hj  the  municipality.  The  list  of  the  modem  improve- 
ments of  public  or  quasi-piiblic  nature  owned  by  the  town  includes  a 
public  telephone  system,  electric  lighting  plant,  water  works,  baths, 
and  a  tram  line  of  25  miles  of  track,  15  miles  of  which  are  open 
track,  equipped  with  the  most  modem  improvements,  including  61 
cars,  giving  as  good  services  as  can  be  found  in  any  town  of  equal 
population.  The  freehold  ratable  property  in  the  corporation  was 
$51,000,000,  and  the  revenue  amounted  to  $1,755,700. 

From  Durban  lines  of  railways  extend  north  into  Zululand  and 
south  to  the  border  of  the  colony,  while  the  main  line  penetrates 
the  colony  and  connects  at  the  Transvaal  border  with  a  line  from 
Johannesburg. 

During  the  year  a  coaling  plant,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $400,000,  was 
put  into  operation,  and  owing  to  these  additional  facilities,  and  an 
excellent  quality  of  steam  coal  being  obtainable.  Port  Natal  can  hd 
said  to  have  firmly  established  its  claim  as  a  coaling  station  of  first 
importance.  The  number  of  ships  calling  for  coal  alone  was  far  in 
excess  of  aliy  previous  year,  and  there  were  666,830  tons  of  Natal  coal 
bunkered,  as  against  487,892  tons  during  the  previous  year. 

SHIPPING  RETURNS — IMMIGRATION. 

During  the  year  the  arrival  of  vessels  at  this  port  consisted  of  996 
steamers  and  52  sailing  ships,  having  a  total  tonnage  of  2,593,763 
tons,  as  against  874  steamers  and  72  sailing  vessels  with  a  combined 
tonnage  of  2,290,750  tons  during  the  previous  year.  British  vessels 
largelv  preponderated.  The  American  merchant  marine  was  repre- 
sented in  this  port  by  two  visits  of  a  New  Bedford  whaling  vessel.  It 
is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  American  merchant  marine  that  while  in 
1906, 10  per  cent,  and  in  1907,  7.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  of  the 
colony  were  of  American  origin,  not  a  ton  was  carried  in  American 
bottoms.  During  the  year  27  vessels,  with  cargoes  of  American  coal 
consigned  to  the  American  Government  at  Manila,  called  here  for 
bunkers,  and  every  one  of  them  was  under  foreign  register.  In  the 
present  condition  of  our  merchant  service  it  is  impossible  to  think  of 
engaging  American  vessels  for  colliery  services. 

The  passengers  landed  during  the  vear  1907  numbered  21,964  and 
40,055  embarked.  It  seems  strange  that  any  American  citizen  could 
be  met  with  as  a  new  arrival  who  had  come  with  the  hope  of  finding 
here  an  easier  road  to  fortune  after  so  much  warning  had  been  given, 
•  and  yet  several  applications  for  relief  have  been  made  at  the  consulate 
by  persons  only  recently  from  home  who  came  to  do  anything  for  a 
livelihood  that  they  could  turn  their  hands  to.  It  can  not  be  too 
strongly  impressed  upon  those  contemplating  a  change  of  residence 
that  South  Africa  at  this  time  is  no  place  for  anyone  without  capital. 
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Scarcely  a  day  passes  without  an  application  at  this  Cimsulate  by 
destitute  Americans  for  assistance  to  return  home,  and  destitution  is 
certain  to  be  the  fate  of  the  man  without  capital  who  emigrates  to 
South  Africa  at  this  time.  So  CTeat  is  the  number  of  imemployed 
that  some  governments  have  aided  their  people  to  return  home.  The 
case  of  Australia  was  notable,  that  countij  having  chartered  a  ship 
to  bring  her  destitute  home.  The  suffering  has  oeen  distressingly 
acute,  and  the  inmiediate  future  is  not  likely  to  offer  anything  better. 
American  consular  officers  are  not  provided  with  funds  to  assist  desti- 
tute Americans. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  South  African  prod- 
ucts from  Natal  in  1907 : 


Articles. 

Value.                                Articles. 

Value. 

Food  and  drink: 

Wool...                 

S3, 101, 208 

Maize 

$832,994 
98,045 
47,843 

978,882 
248,629 
698,785 

All  other  articles 

3,'7iii86o 

Tea ... 

Total  merohandis^ 

All  other 

8,738,796 

Total 

Hair,  Angora 

5,842,701 

14,581,499 

ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Pretoria. 

The  output  of  both  diamonds  and  coal  for  1907  was  a  record  one 
in  each  case.  The  output  in  salt  showed  a  slight  increase.  *  The  value 
of  the  total  output  of  diamonds  reached  $5,839,902,  against  $4,387^53 
for  the  previous  year.  This  increase  is  due  more  to  tne  contributions 
from  two  new  mines,  than  to  any  increased  output  by  the  old  mines, 
which,  as  a  rule,  have  been  improving  their  equipment. 

Prospecting  for  diamonds  was  carried  on  enercetically  throughout 
the  year,  and  though  many  discoveries  were  made,  no  new  mines  of 
a  paying  nature  were  reported,  although  in  several  places  encourag- 
ing results  were  obtained. 

Although  no  new  coal  mines  were  added  to  the  list  of  producers 
during  the  vear,  the  department  of  mines  records  a  very  marked 
increase  in  the  output.  The  total  output  during  the  year  was  499,590 
tons,  valued  at  $679,820,  as  against  263,232  tons  in  1906.  Owing  to 
the  extremely  keen  competition  among  coal  producers  in  the  Trans- 
vaal and  to  the  constant  cutting  of  prices  there  is  little  hope  of  any 
immediate  further  development  of  the  coal  fields  unless  new  markets 
come  into  existence  in  their  vicinity.  Any  raising  of  prices  in  the 
Transvaal  should  materially  benefit  the  Orange  River  mines  by  en- 
abling them  to  compete  better  for  orders  hitherto  exclusively  placed 
in  the  Transvaal. 

LABOR   CONDITIONS. 

Little  trouble  was  encountered  in  keeping  up  the  supply  of  labor 
in  the  diamond  mines,  but  in  the  coal  mines  in  the  north  of  the  col-* 
ony  considerable  shortage  of  labor  was  a  constant  and  serious  trouble. 
The  open  workings  of  the  diamond  mines,  with  the  ever  possible 
chance  of  picking  up  a  diamond  and  being  rewarded,  attract  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB  OP  SOUTH  AND  EAST  AFRICA. 


751 


natives,  to  the  detriment  of  the  dismal  underground  working  of  a 
coal  mine.  The  average  amount  of  labor  employed  in  mining,  includ- 
ing the  alluvial  diggings  and  the  salt  works,  was  1,626  white  men  and 
8,360  natives,  as  compared  with  998  whites  and  6,564  natives  em- 
ployed the  previous  year.  The  total  sum  paid  in  wages  during  the 
year  amounted  to  $2,450,959,  divided  as  follows:  Whites,  $1,071,100; 
natives,  $1,379,759. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  wages  earned  on  the  alluvial  dig- 
gings. The  rate  of  wages  earned  per  white  man  in  the  mines  was 
$88  per  month,  and  $17  per  month  per  native.  When  compared  with 
the  previous  year  the  wages  for  white  men  show  a  slight  increase 
and  for  natives  a  slight  decrease.  The  natives  get  food  in  addition 
to  their  wages.  The  percentage  of  colonial-bom  whites  working  in 
the  diamond  mines  is  considerably  higher  than  in  any  other  class  of 
mining;  in  fact,  from  this  point  of  view  it  might  be  called  a  colonial 
industry. 

The  mortality  returns  were  eminently  satisfactory.  The  death  rate 
for  the  year  from  accidents  was  1.2  per  1,000,  agamst  2.97  per  1,000 
for  the  previous  year;  from  disease,  11.41  per  1,W)0,  as  against  19.17. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  from  disease  occurred  among 
newly  recruited  natives.  The  average  native  has  a  strong  objection 
to  manual  work,  and  as  a  rule  he  goes  to  the  mines  only  after  he  has 
spent  every  coin  he  possesses  and  has  further  exhausted  every  means 
of  obtaining  food.  The  result  often  is  that  when  he  arrives  at  a  mine 
he  is  in  very  low  condition  physically,  frequently  verging  on  disease. 

IMPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  the  Orange  River 
Colony  in  1907,  m  which  the  United  States  had  a  share : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 

Candles 

Cotton  manufactures 

Drugs,    chemicals,    and 

medicines 

Fodder  and  forage 

Food  and  drink: 

Coffee 

Confectionery  and 

jams 

Corn,  grain,  tuid  flour- 
Corn 

Flour  from  do- 
mestic wheat. . . 
Fish,  preserved, 

chiefly 

Fruit,  fresh,  chiefly . . . 

Meats  of  all  kinds 

Other  articles  of  food 
and  drink 

Total  of  food  and 
drink 

Furniture  and  house  fur- 
nishings  


Total 
imports. 


$1,101,782 
932,784 
102,784 
786,590 

175,140 
172,763 


275,278 

171,665 

320,907 

148,438 

114,130 
194,773 
185,783 

1,443,329 


3.821,240 


Imports 

from  the 

United 

States. 


110,950 
2,750 
1,130 
2,156 

25,890 
45 


280 

1,060 

45 

10,610 

11,136 
20,800 
77,865 

34,394 


166,790 


255,667  I 


25,655 


Articles. 


Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Implements,  agricultural . 

Iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures  

Jewelry 


Leather      and      leather 
goods: 

Boots  and  shoes 734,280 

Saddlery  and  harness.  80, 705 

Other  manuf^tures..!  23,800 

Leather 18,944 


Total 
imports. 


Machinery,  not  including 
locomotives: 

Agricultural 

Electrical 

Manufacturing 

Mining 

Water-boring 

AU  other 

Total  of  all  machin- 
ery  


$968,107 

572,016 

•  211,740 

411,623 
274,872 


Total 857,729 


25,074 
87,339 
74,576 
383,804 
167,661 
299,404 


1,027,748 


Imports 
from  the 
United 
states. 


$1,145 
135,075 
96.350 

18,325 
10,996 


5,590 
825 
260 

4,350 


11,026 


6,145 
6,020 
1,000 
6,485 
69,075 
12,835 


101,560 
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Articles. 

Total 
Imports. 

Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 

Articles. 

1 
1 

Total 
imports. 

l^om  the 
United 
States. 

Musical  Inatniments 

Oilman's  stores 

$51,973 
69,431 
128,564 

41,827 
48,189 
114,703 
117,373 

228,971 

347,850 

$9,220     Wood  and  timber: 
6,615  1        Flooring  and  celling. 

103,866  1           planed  and  grooyed. 

ll        Unmanufactured 

9,420   '          MAnufafitiirad.    othflr 

$118,403 
80,886 

74,606 

Oils 

$17,556 
16,696 

Paints  and  painter's  ma- 

t«!iAlff 

Paper 

1,216 
6,035 
2,250 

11,965 

1,600 

than  furniture 

Total 

2SLffi» 

Bhflen  dtn 

wu^p  uip 

Soap 

273,986 

67,870 

Stauonory,  books,  ejograv- 
inss.  typewriters,  etc. . . 

"Woolen  goods 

401.217 

140 

Tobacco,  and  manafieMy 
tures  of 

Total    Imports    of 

merchandise 

Qoyemment  stores 

Specie 

15,907,178 

1,174,618 

778,990 

876,438 

Vehicles: 

53,946 
399,660 
38,093 

425 
20,696 
6,645 

Bicycles  and  tricycles. 
Carts  and  carriages . . . 
All  other 

Grand  total 

17,860,786 

Total 

491,509 

27,665 

EXPORTS  BY  ABTICLES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  exports  from  the 
Orange  River  Colony  during  the  calendar  year  1907: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Vahie. 

Animals,  live 

$2,641,674 

111,324 

190,940 

5.610,534 

mdes  and  skins:- 

Qoat  and  sheep  skins 

Apraut^l  ftnri  sloi^. .      . 

$493,713 

Coal  and  ooVe , .' ... 

All  other  hides  and  skins 

52,147 

Diamonds . 

Jewelry 

235,382 

^Vool  shflen's 

3,863.^ 
180,612 

Food  and  drink: 

1,582,722 
604,084 

Woolen  muiufactures 

Com,  grain,  and  flour. 

All  other  articles 

584,674 

All  other  articles 

Total 

17,207,685 
22,53n 

Total 

2,186,806 

To  other  colonial  governments 

1,062.493 

TTahardasherv  And  mllllnArv 

135,960 
919,966 

Grand  total ... .. 

Hair,  Angora 

18,282,614 

TRANSVAAL. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgbass.  Pbetobia. 

The  ^dual  decrease  in  the  commerce  of  the  Transvaal,  which 
started  in  1905,  particularly  in  imports,  has  extended  to  the  year 
1907,  affecting  in  general  every  line  of  business  that  is  carried  on 
within  the  confines  of  this  colony,  and,  in  fact,  all  South  Africa. 
The  facts  are  shown  in  the  following  statement  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of  this  colony  during  the  calendar  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1906. 

1907. 

Increase  (+) 
or  decrease 

Imports 

$88,496,620 
136,032,265 

$78,794,720 
156,162,865 

-$9,701,900 

Exports 

+20.130,590 

Total 

224,628,886 

234, 967, 575  |     -l-lO.  42S.  600 

,       ' 

The  increased  output  of  gold  is  the  principal  cause  for  this  in- 
crease in  the  exports,  the  actual  gain  in  1907  being :  Gold,  $17,953,600 ; 
diamonds,  $1,142,055.  Of  the  base  metals  tin  increased  from  $122,- 
990  to  $583,195  and  copper  from  $137,590  to  $337,595.    Other  ores 
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and  minerals,  however,  show  a  falling  off  from  $303,540  to  $13,655. 
Coal  dropped  from  $245,620  to  $167,290. 

The  total  exports  of  South  African  merchandise  in  1900,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  reached  $5,000,000.  In  1906  it  was 
$4,250,425,  while  for  1907  it  was  $5,348,495.  From  the  South  African 
point  of  view  these  figures  are  gratifying,  and  while  they  do  not 
counterbalance  the  shrinkage  of  trade,  as  indicated  bv  the  imports, 
they  show  at  least  that  the  colony  is  perhaps  gradually  recovering. 

ANALYSIS  OP  IMPORTS. 

.  Analyzing  the  Transvaal  imports  for  1907  as  compared  with  1906 
it  is  found  that  in  articles  for  agricultural  use,  exclusive  of  agricul- 
tural machinery,  there  was  a  drop  of  approximately  $200,000.  The 
importation  of  coffee  decreased  $50,000;  corn  and  grain,  including 
malt,  $45,000;  flour  and  meal,  $115,000;  sugar  and  sugar  products, 
$100,000;  tea,  $25,000;  vegetables,  fresh,  $18,000;  vegetables,  pre- 
served, $65,000 ;  butter  and  butter  substitutes,  $60,000 ;  cheese,  $12,000 ; 
milk,  condensed,  $62,000;  fresh  eggs,  $75,000;  frozen  meat,  $25,000; 
preserved  meats,  $130,000;  aerated  waters,  $20,000;  ale  and  beer, 
960,000;  confectionery,  jams,  and  jellies,  $35,000;  fresh,  dried,  and 
preserved  fish,  $85,000 ;  pickles  and  sauces,  $24,000 ;  wines  and 
spirits,  $220,000.  In  the  total  imports  of  food  and  drink  there  is  a 
falling  off  of  $1,325,000. 

There  was  also  less  demand  for  the  most  part  for  raw  materials 
during  the  year  1907,  the  most  apparent  decreases  being  in  coal  and 
coke,  of  $60,000 :  glycerin  for  manufactures,  $190,000 ;  tobacco,  raw  and 
partly  prepared,  $40,000;  wood,  raw  and  partly  prepared,  $250,000. 

In  manufactured  articles,  including  furniture  and  other  household 
articles,  there  was  less  demand  for  clocks  and  watches,  the  imports 
dropping  about  $225,000;  furniture  of  all  sorts,  including  carpets, 
$65,000;  glass  and  glassware,  $60,000. 

A  similar  decrease  is  to  be  found  in  machinerv  and  in  articles  in 
connection  therewith.  In  electrical  machinery  there  was  a  drop  of 
over  $250,000;  in  mining  machinery,  $1,175,000;  water-boring  ma- 
chinery, $120,000 ;  tin  and  tin  manufactures,  $20,000 ;  wire  for  fencing 
and  standards,  $35,000;  wire  rope,  $38,000;  iron  and  iron  manufac- 
tures, including  all  hardware  and  cutlery,  $1,750,000;  candles, 
$230,000;  paints  and  painters'  goods,  $50,000^  apparel  and  slops, 
$595,000;  boots  and  shoes,  $225,000;  cotton  piece  goods,  $275,000; 
cotton  manufactures,  other  than  piece  goods,  $100,0(K) ;  haberdashery 
and  millinery,  $735,000 ;  woolen  manufectures,  $55,000. 

In  nearly  all  miscellaneous  manufactured  goods  there  is  also  to  be 
found  quite  a  decrease  in  the  imports.  In  arms  and  ammunition, 
$60,000:  cement,  $58,000;  cordage  and  rope,  $7,500;  electric  cables 
and  fittings,  $150,000;  musical  instruments,  $75,000;  jewelry,  $57,000; 

f)aper  of  all  sorts,  $30,000;  railway  and  tramway  materials,  including 
ocomotives,  $140^000;  saddlery  and  harness,  $60,000;  sporting  goods, 
etc.,  $15,000;  stationerv  and  stationers'  goods,  $140,000;  cigars,  cigar- 
ettes, and  other  manufactured  tobacco,  $130,000 ;  vehicles  of  all  sorts, 
not  motors,  $200,000;  wood  manufactures,  not  furniture,  $133,000. 

The  gains  to  be  noted  in  the  various  imports  are  few,  viz :  In  im- 
plements of  all  kinds  nearly  $15,000:  garden  seeds,  $12,000;  sheep 
dip,  $7,500;  fresh  fruit,  $10,000;  fresh  milk,  $29,000;  lard,  $13,500; 
9108— c  B 1907— VOL  1 48 
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leather,  unmanufactured,  $35,000;  sulphur,  $45,000;  plate  and  plated 
ware,  $J:,000;  antifriction  grease,  $20,000;  fire  engines,  $45,000;  man- 
ufacturing r^achinery,  $10,000;  zinc  and  zinc  manufactures,  $22,000; 
soap,  of  all  kinds,  $50,000;  tents  and  tarpaulins,  $7,500;  woolen  piece 
goods,  $17,500;  printers'  materials,  $7,500;  living  animals,  $695,000; 
nitrates,  $500,000;  plate  and  sheet  steel,  $145,000.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  unmanufactured  tobacco  has  shown  a  decrease  of  $85,000  and 
manufactured  cigars  and  cigarettes  of  $93,000. 

TRANSVAAIi   EXPORTS. 

The  Transvaal  exports  of  corn,  grain,  and  flour  rose  from  $155J[)00 
to  $240,000,  and  the  exports  of  onions  and  potatoes  were  douUed. 
Angora  hair  shows  an  increase  of  $50,000,  and  hides  and  skins  an  in- 
crease of  $185,000.  Grease  wool  has  likewise  risen  ccmsiderably,  the 
export  being  2,076,199  pounds  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  an  in- 
crease in  value  of  $350,000. 

The  exports  from  the  Transvaal  for  the  year  1907  amounted  to 
$156,162,655.  When  $136,218,040  is  deducted  for  gold  and  $9,394,955 
for  diamonds,  there  is  not  much  left  for  agricultural  and  industrial 
products. 

The  entire  cold  production  is  shipped  direct  to  England,  and  most 
of  the  diamonds,  except  a  small  lot  sent  to  other  South  African  States, 
go  direct  to  Belgium.  Of  the  $10,000,000  left  after  making  allow- 
ance for  gold  and  diamonds,  there  must  be  deducted  $4,130^05,  the 
value  of  miported  goods  reexported,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  true 
value  of  the  exports  of  real  Transvaal  origin.  The  actual  balance 
remaining  is  $5,814,360,  representing  in  the  a^r^ate  the  exports  out- 
side of  gold  and  diamonds. 

Apart  from  South  Africa  the  export  trade  with  the  British  Em- 
pire is  almost  a  negligible  quantity.  The  other  South  African  States 
took  gold  to  the  value  of  $4,174,635,  which  include  $451,115  worth  of 
diamonds.  The  remainder  of  the  British  Colonies  divided  up  about 
$10,000  among  them  and  $178,560  went  to  foreign  countries,  the  larger 
portion,  $146^00,  going  to  Portuguese  East  Africa. 

As  has  been  stated  before,  the  mature  of  the  year's  exports  was  the 
increase  of  the  gold  output  by  $17,953,600,  and  an  increase  of  $1,- 
142,055  in  diamonds,  making  an  increase  in  the  year  of  $19,595,655  on 
these  two  articles  alone.  Apart  from  this  there  has  be^  an  increase 
in  the  exports  of  $1,034,735,  out  the  return  sheets  do  not  show  whether 
this  is  South  African  produce  or  imported  goods  reexported. 

INTERCOLONIAL  TRADE. 

Produce  is  received  in  the  Transvaal  from  practically  all  the  South 
African  colonies,  but  it  is  interesting  to  understand  wnat  the  Trans- 
vaal actually  sends  to  them  in  return,  as  shown  by  the  following 
statement  for  1907 : 


Articles. 


Com,  grain,  and  meal 

Confectionery 

Fkmr 

Eggs 

liSS 

Vegetables 

other  articles  of  ibod  and  drink . 

Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 


Value. 


$106,615 

200,447 

1,155 

6,600 

4,600 

5,000 

10,000 

17,500 

131,315 

12,920 


Articles. 


Blasting  compoonds 

Candles 

Coal  and  coke 

Tobacco,  raw  and  mannftictared. 

Vehicles 

Sheep's  wool,  in  transit 

Froife 

All  other  articles 


Total.. 


Value. 


$37,015 
18,SW 

100,322 

487,610 

17,S10 

1,910,806 

SD  9M 

691,05 


3,860,894 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBGB  OF  SOUTH  AKD  XA8T  AFBIOA. 


755 


OBIGIN   OF  IMPORTS  TRACED. 

Of  the  imports  in  1907  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  $27,633,775 ; 
the  other  South  African  colonies,  $17,854,575;  and  other  British 
colonies  or  dependencies.  $5,631,350;  making  a  total  for  the  British 
Empire  of  $51,124,800;  leavW  $17,927,185  to  be  distributed  among 
the  other  covntries  of  the  world.  This  distribution  is  a  wide  one.  for 
it  varies  from  $1,195  from  the  Canary  Islands  to  $5,858,900  n-om 
Qennany^  with  odd  amounts  between  these  two  extremes  from  almost 
every  civilised  country  under  the  sun. 

The  imports  into  uie  Transvaal  from  the  United  Kingdom  fell 
oyer  $5,000,000  in  1907,  and  were  $7,500,000  less  than  in  1905.  Cana- 
dian trade  increased  approximately  $40,000,  but  the  Australian  busi- 
ness fell  off  by  no  less  than  $587,485  and  New  Zealand  by  nearly 
$35,000.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  trade  from  India  and  the 
l^raits  Settlements. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature,  however,  from  a  South  African 
point  of  view,  was  the  steady  business  increase  with  the  other  colcmies 
of  this  continent.  The  figures  for  the  years  1904,  1905,  1906,  and 
1907  are  $9,265,740,  $12^2,200,  $15,956,795,  and  $17,859,575, 
respectively. 

IMPORTS  BY  COTTNTRISS. 

The  following  statement  diows  the  imports  of  merchandise  into 
the  Transvaal  fran  the  several  countries  during  the  years  1905, 1906, 
and  1907: 


CoubtrtaB  tfl  tirtffu. 


1008. 


1007. 


Britlih  Em^re: 

United  Klii9!l«m 

Aoftnlift 

Ottfit^dft 

British  Indlft 

Ceykm 

IfooritiiB 

New  Zealand 

AU  other  colonies 

South  African  products. . . 

Total 

Foreign  countries: 

Wited  Staiss 

Germany 

Argentina 

France 

HoUand 

Sweden 

Chile 

Italy 

Belgium 

Slam 

Austrla-Hungary 

All  other  foreign  countries 

Total 

Oruid  total 


I3<,  000,415 
S,m8,570 
716,410 
SOS,  646 
213,360 
410,  lao 
943,070 
00,400 

i2,8e,aoo 


64,721,136 


7,060,186 

6,610,400 

2,786,785 

1,301,206 

767,260 

1,511,000 

126 

272,766 

606,060 

140,880 

601,120 

2,014,026 


24,626,380 
70,910,616 


138,000,410 
3,627,860 
887,006 
766,670 
376,626 
371,376 
250,670 
160,616 
16,056,706 


66,244,875 


6,438,640 

6,632,560 

1,687,206 

1,436,846 

677,650 

740,480 

08,740 

334,065 

771,375 

81,600 

524,310 

2,208,650 


21,611,8 
77,866,136 


887,688,776 
8,800,875 
876,780 
866,886 
470,000 
268,610 
210,340 
U6,160 
17,808,675 


51,124,800 

4,638,680 

6,808,000 

1,216,016 

1,164,846 

600,486 

616,800 

508,416 

420,616 

427,600 

400,786 

887,666 

1,660,000 


17,087,186 
80,011,066 


IMPORTS  BY  ASTICLES. 


The  table  on  pa^  756  and  757  shows  the  imports  into  the  Trans- 
vaal during  the  calendar  year  1907,  with  the  part  the  United  States 
furnished. 
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Articles. 


Total 
Imports. 


Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 


Articles. 


Total 
Imports. 


Imports 

from  the 

United 

States. 


Animals,  live 

Antifriction  grease 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition . . . 

Bags 

Basket  ware  and  rattan... 

Blasting  oompoimds,  in- 
cluding dynamite 

Brushware 

Oandles 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cotton  manufactures 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and 
medicines 

Earthen  and  china  ware. . 

Electric  cable,  wire,  and 
fittings,  including  poets. 

Fodder  and  forage 

Food  and  drink: 

Butter   and    substi- 
tutes  

Cheese 

Confectionery,  Jams, 

and  jellies 

Maize 

Malt 

Flour 

F5h  of'ail'  kinds* '.'.'. '. '. '. 

Fruit  and  nuts 

Meats  of  all  kinds 

Milk,  condensed 

Spirits,  rum  and  whls- 

Ky,  chiefly 

Sugar 

Vegetables 

Wines 

AU  other 

Total 

Furniture  and  furnishings . 

Qlassand  glasswfu^ 

Qlyoerin,  for  manufso- 
turlng 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Hardware  and  cutlery: 

Cash  registers 

Cutlery 

Bolts,  nuts,  etc 

Fencing   wire   and 

stands 

Sewing  machines 

Stoves 

Tools 

All  other  hardware  . . 

Total  hardware  and 
cutlery 

Hats  and  caps 

Implements,  agricultural . 

Iron  manufactures 

Jewehy 

Leather  and  leather  goods: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness . 
Other  manufactures. . . 
Leather 

Total 


$5,332,684 
124,061 
3,450,000 
502,806 
376,747 
135,515 

3,087,807 
107,857 
613,231 
106,788 

2,142,482 

2,182,207 
160,084 

430,817 
503,164 


1,122,589 
220,683 

607,450 

881,760 

206,457 

2,297,827 

660,552 

764,245 

1,117,657 

3,565,503 

810,152 

1,068,780 

1,667,702 

504,304 

535,788 

3,571,299 


19,391,847 


718,091 
206,739 

407,215 

2,494,412 


11,202 
113,235 
140,899 

161,306 
54,675 
74,024 
72,493 
1,213.052 


1,932,606 


336,700 

238,354 

1,307,350 

538,153 


1,710,467 
84,068 
142,864 
158,704 


124,165 

31,610 

127,800 

9,630 

1.740 

126 


18,565 
72,815 
48,650 
19,760 

90,345 


37,545 
105 


325 
75 

1,995 
40 


196,610 
180 
85,320 
47,420 
156,565 
170,925 

680 

2,265 

8  720 

60 

185,755 


815,835 


65,840 
10,365 


11,176 


11,202 
3,680 
2,785 

55,280 
2,005 
38,890 
34,650 
125,643  I 


274,135 


11,245 

101,315 

80,680 

10,800 


50,150 

785 

5,736 

2,955 


2,096,103 


50,625 


Machinery,    looomottveB 
not  Included: 

Affricoltural 

Electrical 

Manufliotaitog 

Mining 

Presses,  for  hay  and 

wool 

Water-borbig 

All  other  maofalnery. . 

Total 

Matches 

Musical  instruments 

Nitrate,  for  mannteotor- 

hig  purposes 

Oilman's  stores 

Oils: 

Engine  and  madilne. .. 
All  other  oils,  not  min- 
eral  

ParafOn 

Other  mineral  oils 

Total 

Pahits     and     pahiters' 
colon 

Paper,  printing,  chiefly.. . 

Plate,  silver  and  plated 
ware 

Railway  material 

Soap: 

Common 

Toilet  and  extnots. . . 

Sporting  goods 

Stationery: 

Booki,  printed 

Other  printed  matter. 

AU  other,  including 

typewriters 

Total 

Steel,  bar,  block,  plate, 
sheet,  etc 

Tobacco,  and  manolBO- 
turesof: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Other  manufactures. . 
UnmanufBotured 

Total 

Tobacconists' wares 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Tramway  materlais 

Vehicles: 

Bicycles  and  tricycles. 

Motor  vehicles 

Carts,  carriages,  etc. . . 
All  other  vehicles 

Total 

Wax,  paraffin,  and  stearin 


$68,602 

411,008 

143,064 

2,400,662 

500,024 

363,008 

1,753,588 


5,631,506 


178,465 
154,058 

583,025 
202,807 


232,527 

05,002 

317,046 

62,749 


707,324 


152,026 
368,108 

230,754 
413,807 

430,762 
64,623 
111,836 


800,635 
264,534 

307,586 


071,766 


667,184 


172,306 
432,078 
876,620 
108,620 


1,084,633 


77,630 
133,420 
216,062 


306,787 
418,869 
275,523 
26,069 


1,110,228 


$10,006 
62,280 
10,300 

668,506 

3,775 
79,130 
220,900 


054,946 


24,354 


27,000 


211,280 

40,232 
317,040 
34,280 


600,838 


33,000 
15,196 

11,150 
066 

400 
14,240 
5,065 


6,740 
4,280 

57,100 


68,180 


12,237 


296 
1,630 
6,300 
6,306 


14,610 


656 

4,000 

22,476 


1,815 
3,866 
49,646 


€3,660 


580,285 


393,606 
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Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 

from  the 

United 

States. 

Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 

Wood  and  timber: 

$177,825 

43,040 
740,637 
248.571 

H035 

25,505 

60.565 

220,375 

AU  other  articles 

$700,194 
4.228,895 

$1,965 
29,286 

Total    Imports    of 

merchandise 

Imports  of  government 
stores  and  specie 

Qrand  total 

AU  other.*  piainand' 

grooved 

UnmanufMtured 

ManulBCtured 

09,322,782 
9,471.938 

4,528,680 

Total 

1,210,073 

301,400 

78,794,720 

4,528,680 

EXPORTS   FROM   THE   TRANSVAAL. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  from  the  Transvaal  in 
1907: 


Articles. 

Value. 

1 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals,  live 

$840,208 
234,674 
162,606 
9,394,955 
666,368 
136,218,655 
144,871 
184,140 
134,750 
403,903 

828,142 
566,866 
190.905 
136,872 
157,067 

288.812 
288,946 
168,039 
307,035 

Tobacco,  manufactures: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Apparel  and  slops. 

$57,558 

429,426 

178,672 

1.094,503 

3,590,506 

Coal 

Other  manufactures 

Diamonds 

Vehicles  of  all  kinds 

Food  and  drink., X.    .x.  ,    x 

Wool  in  the  grease 

Gold,  raw 

All  other  artfoles 

Qold  concentrates 

Total 

Lead,  raw 

156,162,656 

Leather,  and  mannfttntmes  of 

Mfichfmny    x    . 

ILtSUUt. 

Merchandise: 

Produce  of  South  Africa 

" 

Ore:  ^ 

Copper 

Tin 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

5,814,860 
4,130,205 
9,394,955 

Hair.  Aiigora T . 

Reexports,  foreign  goods 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Diamonds 

Hides  and  skins: 

Gold 

136,218,656 

Ox  ^nd  oow. 

Specie  and  government  stores 

Total 

604,480 

Sheep  and  goat 

Iron  and  iron  manufactuies 

156,162,656 

Jewelry  and  plated  ware 

SOUTHERN  RHODESIA. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgbass,  Pretoria. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  imports 
into  Southern  Bhodesia  during  the  calendar  year  1907,  together  with 
the  imports  from  the  United  States  during  the  same  year : 


Artk^les. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 

Articles. 

Total 
imports. 

Imports 
from  the 
United 
States. 

$222,307 
387,990 
95,420 

219,000 
95.212 
654,965 

200,680 
242,484 

$9;595"l 

18,290 

Food  and  drink: 

Flour 

$170,488 

75,272 
127,081 

57,406 
176,372 
783,436 

Appard  and  slops 

$28,876 

6,490 

47,640 

600 

Arms  and  ammunition. . . 
Blasting  compounds,  in- 
cluding dynamite 

Fish,  preserved. 

chieiiy 

Meats  of  all  kinds.... 

Mak.  condensed 

Spirits,  potable 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Cotton  manufactures 

Drugs,    chemicals,    and 
medicines 

3,153 
5,605 

20 
42,959 

Fodder  and  forage 

1,300,055 

126,585 
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ArtUdM. 

Total 
import!. 

Importi 

from  the 

United 

States. 

Aftlelei. 

Tottf 
Imports. 

Imports 

fromtlie 

United 

States. 

Fmitura. 

HAberdadmy  and  mUU. 
Dtry.           X  .    ....... 

10^210 

147,806 

au,7i6 

40,380 
60,486 
121,060 
176,106 

762,146 
340,673 
260,270 
80,200 
62,630 
161,416 

«tf6 

830 
80,800 
4,380 

3,110 

78,036 

10 

4,010 

6,000 

Vehlolea: 

Carta  and  carriages. . . 
hiolfli 

Ul^liO 

mm 

1806 

8,660 

Hardware  and  oatlery. . . . 

Hate  and  oaps 

Implements,  agrloultural. 
IroD,  and  maauftiotaresof. 

liaahinery,  axoa^  looo- 
moUvei 

Total 

166,066 

14,866 

Wood  and  timber 

Woolen  goods 

04,436 

87,826 

740,332 

20,0g 

RaU  way  material 

Ship  chandlers'  stores 

Staftonery  and  books 

Steel....; 

All  other  articles 

88,712 

Total 

7,047,856 

401,616 

Tobaooo 

666 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
Southern  Rhodesia  to  countries  outside  the  Customs  Union  during  the 
year  1907: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Artidea. 

v-«. 

Apparel  and  slops 

122,606 
13,606 
27,163 

124,828 
74  468 
02,101 

10,307,246 
67,800 
406,871 

nM#f^«1«^nf 

•00,081 

15782 

2tt,148 

a!4S 

CiOCkB  apd  watcMS  ^                   4.  ^ 

j^pdry  and  plated  wars. 

Coal 

Oifwi  apd  minerals. 

Cotton  mannfsctures 

RallwaT  material ....            .  ....... 

Diamonds 

Tobaooo 

ss 

Food  and  drink 

Vehicles,  carts  and  carriages,  etc 

All  other  artkles 

S^m 

Gold,  raw: 

m.m 

Froduos  of  RhodMla 

Total 

Produce  of  outside  States 

11,786,900 

Odd  coooentrates  or  slag 

NOBTHWESTEEN  RHODESIA. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Pbetobia. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  North- 
western Rhodesia  during  the  year  1907,  together  with  the  imports 
from  the  United  States  during  the  same  year: 


Artldes. 


Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 

Aims  and  ammunition 

Gotten  mannfBcturss: 

Blankets,  rugs,  and  sheets 

Hosiery 

AU  other 

Total 

load  and  drink: 

Flour 

Meats 

Spirits 

Sugar 

AUotber 

Tetel 

Fnmltore 


Total 
Im- 
ports. 


$42,241 
7,183 
13,170 


64.428 
22,122 
22.221 


108,771 


15,047 
6,602 
11,731 
64,443 
10,324 


08,137 


6,680 


Im- 
ports 
from 

the 
United 
States. 


8200 
180 


10 
140 
20 


170 


800 


2,606 


4,226 


670 


Artldes. 


Hardware  and  oatlsry,  indodlns 

fenclnx  material 

Iron  ana  sted  mangtsetorss 

Leather,  and  manufacturss  of 

Machinery,  except  locomotives. . . 

Oils 

Pi4wr , 

StoUonerv  and  books , 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tobacco,  and  maBufMStaieaof 

Vehicles,  carts    and    cairiaieB, 

chiefly 

Wood,  and  manuhctuws  of , 

Woolen  goods , 

AUotber  articles 

Total  iBKMfftS  of 

dlse...r. 

Qovemment  storss  and  speeie 

Orand  total 


Teua 
Im- 


S0,187 
^072 
8,778 
82,226 
1,820 
2,688 
8,266 

•,m 

1.601 
11,011 

14»680 
7,440 

121,164 


521,374 
'47,346 


668,710 


Im. 
ports 
from 

the 
United 


82,030 


66 

7,220 


1» 

"n 

106 


S,7« 


!•,« 


10,006 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
Northwestern  Khodesia  during  the  year  1907 : 


ArtloleB. 


Animals,  live 

Dran  and  medleixies 

Pood  and  drink 

Gold,  raw,  produce  of   Kongo  State, 

chiefly 

HidflB  and  skins 

Ivory 

Leather  and  leather  manulBoturea 

Ores: 

Zinc 

CoPP« 


Valne. 


$148,186 
6,050 
6,208 

61,343 
7,900 
6.618 
3.234 


174,671 
02,340 


Articles. 


Ores— Contlnoed . 

AU  other 

Total 

Railway  material 

Vehicles,  carts  and  carriages,  chiefly. 
All  other  articles 

Total  merchandise 

Specie 

Grand  total 


Vahu. 


$0,768 


276,779 

3,836 

3,648 

21,650 


546,336 
32,618 


678,054 


SWAZILAND. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Pbetobia. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  merchandise  im- 
ported into  Swaziland  from  oversea  and  received  therein  through  the 
Customs  Union  in  1907 : 


Articles. 


Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition. 

Bags 

Drugs  and  medicine 

Candles 

Cotton  manufactures 

Food  and  drink: 

Ale  and  beer 

Butter  and  substitutes 

Coffee 

Confeetiooery  and  Jams 

Flour 

liaise  and  maUe  meal 

Fish 

Lard 

Meats,  bacon,  hams,  and  canned 

MUk.  condensed 

Spirits 

Sugar  and  sugar  products 

All  other  articles 

TotaL 


Value. 


$0,287 
1,132 
3,038 
2,546 
1,078 

14,023 


2,375 
2,070 
1,263 
1,618 
2,173 
36,627 
1,030 
2,248 
5,546 
2,313 
3,076 
11,708 
21,084 


94,006 


Articles. 


Furniture 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Implements,  agricultural 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures. 
Leather  goods: 

Boots  and  shoes 

All  other  leather  goods. . 

Machinery 

Oils 

Soap 

Stationery  and  books 

Tobacco  of  all  sorts 

Vehicles 

Wood: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Woolen  goods 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


VahM. 


$1,905 
0,637 
0,202 
3,742 
2,035 

3,114 
1,665 
3,280 
1,500 
1,531 
2,603 
3,000 
3,142 

1,570 
2,551 
5,815 
24,606 

207,088 


BASUTOLAND. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Pretoria. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  Basutoland  during  the  year  1907  : 


Artieles. 


Animals,  Uve 

Apparel  and  slops. . . . 
Cotton  manuficluras. 

Tbod  and  drink: 
Bacon  and  hams. 
ConfBOttonery... 
Floor < 


ArtideB. 


Food  and  drink— Contbiued. 

Fish,  preserved 

Meats  of  all  kinds 

Spirits 

All  other  artkiles 

Total 


Vahie. 


$5,681 
4,807 
4,619 

68,171 


123,084 
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Articles. 


Haberdasbery  and  mlllloery . 
Hardware  and  cutlery 


Leather,  and  manufectnres  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness,  etc . . 
Leather 


Total. 


Machinery 

Matches 

Oil:  Paraffin.... 
Painters' goods.. 

Sheep  dip 

Soap 


Value. 


$70,  ne 

36,019 


02.854 
10,037 
2,153 


84,044 


8,032 
8,910 

10,800 
6,078 
1.006, 

19,041  I 


Articles. 


Stationenr  and  books. 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tobacco  manufoctures 

Vehicles  of  all  sorts 

Wood  and  timber 

Mannfitctured 

Unmanufactured , 

Woolen  manuJiBCtuies: 

Blankets,  rugs,  and  shawls. 

All  other  woolens 

All  other  articles 


Total  Imports  (oversea) . . 
Government  stares  and  specie. 


Value. 


Grand  total 1,169,311 


19,754 
3,864 
6,069 

13,477 

16,791 
5,964 

361,326 

6,930 

130,843 


1,142,503 
26,808 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  South  African  prod- 
ucts from  Basutoland  in  1907: 


ArtkJles. 

Value. 

Animals,  living. 

$33,996! 

Food  and  drink 
Malse 

357.054 
60,916  1 
4,208! 
74,382 

Wheat 

Flour 

All  other - 

Total 

496.560 

Articles. 


Hair,  Angora. 

Hides  and  skins 

Wool,  sheep's 

Specie 

All  other  articles... 

Total  exports 


Value. 


$160,200 

11,876 

4n.286 

106,434 

27,991 


1,314,343 


BECHUANATiAND  PROTECTORATE. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgbass,  Pbetobia. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  imports 
into  the  Bechuanaland  Protectorate  during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


Articles. 


Apparel  and  slops  —  -. 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Cotton  manufactures,  other  than  piece 

^oods 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Food  and  drink: 

Flour 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$44,250 
52,780 

55,277 
13,611 


40,868 
79,972 


120,840 


Articles. 


Haberdashery 

Hardware,  etc 

Implements,  agricultural 

Leather  manufictures,  boots  and  shoes. 

Machinery 

Soap 

Vehicles 

Wood,  manuiiBCtured  and  unmanufac- 
tured  

Woolen  blankets  and  rugs 

All  otlier  articles 

Totd 


Value. 


$13,326 
16,078 
10,031 
16,303 
13,836 
8,634 
34,522 

6,902 
14.608 
91,  n? 


512, 8QS 


The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the 
Bechuanaland  Protectorate  during  the  calendar  year  1907 : 


ArUcles. 


Value. 


Animals,  Uve '  $140,280 

Food  and  drink ;  42,870 

Gold,  raw I  99,027 

Sheep  and  goat  skins 2,451 
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ANGOLA. 

Pbepabed  in  the  Bttbeau  of  Manufactubes  TBOif  Official  Sottbces. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the  Portuffuese 
colony  of  Angola  during  1907  of  $386,780,  due  to  the  material  im- 
ported for  the  Benguella  line,  after  deducting  the  value  of  which  the 
total  for  the  usual  articles  of  import  shows  a  decrease  as  compared 
with  1906.  The  general  financial  distress  was  the'  main  cause  of  this 
decrease  in  imports,  although  the  low  prices  prevailing  in  Europe 
for  rubber  and  cotton  from  the  colony  may  have  had  an  influence. 
This  last  cause,  combined  with  a  scarcity  of  labor,  resulted  also  in  a 
decrease  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  extent  of  $281,736. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  of  Angola  by  countries  for 
the  years  1906  and  1907: 


Cotmtries. 


Aostrla-Himgary 

Belglam. 

BratU 

Cape  Colony 

Cmna. 

Congo  Free  State 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Netherlands 

India 

Italy 


1900. 

1907. 

$7,6S0 

88,040 

197,206 

124,631 

18,746 

3,343 

12,341 

73,830 

3,22S 

2,472 

993 

238 

6,270 

4,672 

130,719 

161,206 

836,734 

840,201 

37,044 

30,980 

16,809 

64,422 

84,010 

66,063 

Countries. 


Norway 

Portugal 

Portuguese  colonies. 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom... 

United  States 

other  countries 

Total 


1906. 


$40,144 

3,424,790 

24,732 

4,141 

3,032 

4,660 

2,881 

907,816 

47,677 

69,696 


6,879,116 


1907. 


$43,190 

3,056,763 

20,766 

4,370 

6,662 

4,626 

1,679 

1,630,044 

68,344 

71,664 


6,266,896 


TRADE   WlTU  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  imports  from  the  United  States  through  the  port  of  Loanda 
for  the  years  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows,  naming  the  principal 
articles : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

1                     Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Cotton 

$2,024 

321 

4,020 

2,646 

$68 

161 

12,936 

2,073 

Nulla          ,              

$6 
2,870 

$516 

Iron  andsteeL 

All  Other  articles 

13,826 

Kerosene  oil 

Total 

Machines  and  instruments  (scien- 
tific industrial,   and   agrloul- 

11,792 

29,669 

'^ 

The  imports  through  the  port  of  Loanda  for  1907  from  the  United 
States  form  over  half  of  the  total  imports  from  this  country  during 
that  year.  So  far  as  the  United  States  is  concerned  Angola  is  a  much 
neglected  field.  The  popularity  of  certain  classes  of  American  cotton 
goods  in  other  African  colonies^  the  fact  that  French- African 
colonies  purchase  largely  of  American  agricultural  implements,  and 
the  call  tor  American  hardware  and  other  iron  and  steel  goods,  may 
be  cited  as  examples  of  the  possibilities  of  increasing  the  export  trade. 
The  population  of  Angola  is  estimated  to  be  about  4,000,000. 
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IMFOBTS  Aim  XXPOSTS. 


The  eight  largest  items  enumerated  in  the  list  of  imports  into 
Angola  during  1906  and  1907  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Aitkim. 

1006. 

1007. 

Artldea. 

1906. 

1907. 

Coal 

8146,808 

1,700,668 

140,806 

100,686 

8187,847 

ProvMou 

8021,441 
410,417 
90,121 
400,082 

8604,886 

1,072,481 

21,748 

Cotton  nxKli.x 

BaMwaj  BMtfiial 

Tirm  iHi'i  iit«H. 

Wftgoms,  Ato 

Wixie^betr,uulipii*tB 

a88,n4 

The  exports  for  the  years  1906  and  1907  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1006. 

10O7. 

811,320 

87,003 

10,155 

17,703 

68,408 

67,070 

532,415 

28I»iS 

0,461 

13,432 

^^'246 

1^'^Sf 

6,463 

8,181 

20,065 

35,321 

Artides. 


1006. 


1007. 


Alamadina  gum 
Cattle 

CoOOMUlt 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Fiah,  dried 

Gum  copal 


Ivory 

PaimoiL 

Rubber 

Sugar 

Wax 

AU  other  artMfls. 

Total 


87,081 
9,825 
8,088,108 
26,240 
360,204 
88,866 


810,478 

13,032 

2,002,844 

72,900 

319,866 
46,160 


4,358,884 


4,077,148 


RUBBEB,  COFFEE,  FIBERS,  AND   HIKING. 

The  price  of  rubber  having  faUen  to  an  alarming  extent  in  Euro- 
pean markets  owing  to  defective  preparation,  the  government  insti- 
tuted experiments  on  one  of  its  plantations,  with  the  result  that  small 
consignments  forwarded  to  Europe  brought  65  cents  per  pound  in 
place  of  24  to  36  cents  per  pound,  whi<£  had  previously  been  the 
price  for  the  same  class  of  rubber.  The  government  sent  to  other 
rubber-producinff  countries  for  seeds  of  the  best  rubber  plants,  such 
as  Para  rubber,  Hevea  brasiliensis,  Ceara  rubber,  and  Manihot  gla- 
ziovii.  These  were  distributed  among  planters,  and  considerable 
success  is  reported  as  a  result. 

Coffee  planting  has  declined  very  much,  owing  to  low  prices  for 
the  product  and  lack  of  sufficient  labor.  A  heavy  export  duty  also 
hampers  the  trade. 

The  government  has  made  a  trial  shipment  of  kapock  to  the 
United  lolingdom.  This  fiber  is  abundant,  but  the  lack  of  help  pre- 
vents its  coUection.  A  few  years  ago  a  trial  shipment  of  the  fiber 
from  the  baobab  tree,  Adansonia,  was  made,  and  $29  per  ton  was 
obtained  in  Europe,  but  transportation  and  custom  duties  left  too 
small  a  profit.  Somewhat  changed  conditions  are  now  causing  a 
revival  or  interest  in  the  project. 

Exports  of  cotton  are  mcreasing.  Seed  from  the  United  States 
and  from  Egypt  has  been  distributed  through  governmental  agency, 
and  a  Portuguese  translation  of  "The  A  B  C  of  Cotton  Growing'^ 
has  been  issued  by  the  government  press. 

Almadina  ^m,  now  one  of  the  articles  of  export,  might  be  made 
a  much  more  important  product^  as  it  can  be  grown  anywhere  in  the 
colony  with  little  or  no  cultivation. 

A  German  concession  for  mining  copper  near  Mossamedes  has  re- 
sulted in  a  shipment  of  ore,  but  the  amount  realized  did  not  cover  the 
ocean  freight 
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In  the  construction  of  the  Benguella  railway,  rails  were  laid  for 
76  miles  from  Lobito,  and  earthworks  were  nearly  completed  for  100 
miles. 

Vessels,  at  the  chief  port,  Loanda,  entered  and  cleared  during  the 
year  to  the  number  of  187,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  293,564. 


EAST  AFRICA  PROTEC5TOBATB. 

PBCPAmD  Iff  THX  BUBBAir  OF  MaNITFAOTUHSS  FBOIC  OFFICIAL  S0ITBCB8. 

The  British  colony  known  as  the  ^'  East  Africa  Protectorate  "  has 
an  estimated  population  of  4,000,000,  (mly  about  2,000  of  whom  are 
whites.  Mombasa  is  the  chief  port,  wnere  steamers  of  British, 
French,  and  German  lines  call  regularly  and  Austrian  steamers 
occasionally. 

The  exports  for  the  Briti^  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1908,  are 
given  in  the  annual  report  of  the  governor  as  $2,506,500,  and  the 
Imports  as  $3,891,823.  This  does  not  indude  imports  in  transmission 
for  the  East  Africa  and  Uganda  administrations,  nor  those  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the  Uganda  Railway,  nor  the  im- 
ports of  specie,  nor  other  goods  in  transit  Adding  these  sums  the 
total  imports  were  $6,088,123. 

PHINCIPAL  IMPORTS  AND  EXERTS. 

Apparel,  furniture,  provisions,  cotton  goods,  grain,  sugar,  tobacco, 

Sints,  machinery,  timber,  and  building  materials  ccmstitute  the 
ief  articles  of  import.  Grain  imports  increased  $105,467  in  value 
in  the  fiscal  year  ox  1908  over  those  of  the  preceding  year.  This  is 
ascribed  partly  to  a  failure  of  local  crops  and  partly  to  the  fact  that 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  natives  sought  work  at  a  distance  from 
tiieir  plantations,  and  the  tendencv  was  therefore  to  decrease  the  area 
under  cultivation.  Machinery,  which  is  imported  duty  free,  showed 
an  increase  of  $67,489  over  tne  previous  year,  while  the  value  of 
imports  of  cotton  goods  was  less  by  $152,049.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  a  general  depression  in  trade  and  consequent  lack  of  money. 

There  was  an  mcrease  in  the  exports  of  fiber.  Gold  shipments  were 
of  the  value  of  $145,426,  as  compared  with  $7,786  for  the  previous 
year,  due  tq  a  consignment  of  $136,262  worth  irom  the  Kongo  Free 
State.  The  report  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the  exports 
of  beeswax  and  of  hides  increased  $15,948  and  $7,397  in  value,  re- 
spectively, in  British  East  Africa,  there  were  increases  of  $146,078 
and  $68,778  in  the  exports  of  these  articles  from  German  East  Africa 
for  the  same  period.  The  exports  of  ivory  for  the  year  from  British 
East  Africa  showed  a  decrease  of  $32,508  in  value,  while  from 
Uganda,  German  East  Africa,  and  Belgian  Kon^o  the  exports  of  that 
artide  all  show  considerable  increases,  due,  the  governor  says,  to 
smuggling,  the  result  of  an  attempt  in  the  British  territory  to  enforce 
rigio  game  regulations  and  the  imposition  of  export  duties. 

The  imports  into  the  United  States  from  British  East  Africa  for 
the  year  1907,  as  given  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  were  $863,116 
in  value,  a  large  percentage  of  which  consisted  of  unmanufactured 
ivoiy.    The  exports  from  the  United  States  during  the  same  year 
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were  in  value  $484^53.  In  1908  the  imports  were  $647,814  and  the 
exports  to  East  Africa  $434,811 ;  but  as  mudi  of  the  trade  is  indirect 
it  IS  credited  to  other  countries. 

MINING,  MANUTACTURES,  AND  AGRICUIiTUBE. 

Mining  is  unimportant.  Gold  is  found  in  streams  in  South  Kavi- 
rondo,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  government  mining  expert  this 
district  and  the  Kisii  and  Lumbwa  districts  are  worth  prospecting. 
Good  marble  has  been  found  in  the  Machakos  district.  A  syndicate 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  working  limite  mines  in  the 
carboniferous  coastal  belt.  Several  concessions  have  been  granted 
to  produce  cera  rubber.  There  are  a  few  small  factories  which  pro- 
duce brick  and  tile,  lumber,  ice,  and  soda  water,  and  cure  bacon.  In 
the  coast  regions  native  manufactures  of  copra,  coir,  mats,  baskets, 
vegetable  oils,  and  native  cloths  exist.  A  number  of  decorticating 
machines  were  imported  during  the  year,  and  in  the  Voi  district 
alone  three  large  companies  are  exploiting  the  fiber  industry. 

Considerable  progress  in  agriculture  is  noted.  The  area  in  cotton 
has  been  largely  increased  in  the  districts  botderin^  on  Lake  Vic- 
toria and  in  the  coast  regions.  Prospects  in  connection  with  rubber 
planting  in  the  midland  and  coast  regions  are  regarded  as  hopefuL 
The  supplv  heretofore  has  been  from  the  forests  chiefly  of  the  coast 
regions,  where  the  rubber  vine  (Landolphia  kirkii)  is  indigenous. 

Coffee  plantations  in  the  highlands  have  begun  to  bear  heavily, 
and  favorable  reports  on  the  quality  of  the  berry  grown  have  come 
from  England  and  France. 

Simsim  and  groundnuts,  for  oil  production,  are  widely  cultivated, 
and  a  large  export  trade  in  these  products  is  anticipated  in  the  future. 
The  cocoanut  plantations  of  the  coast  have  declined  in  value,  owing  to 
damage  to  the  trees  by  a  beetle  which  is  now  under  investigation  by 
the  government  entomologist.  The  practice  followed  by  the  natives 
of  tapping  the  flowers  to  obtain  sap  for  the  production  of  the  native 
intoxicant,  "  tembo,'*  also  reduces  the  yield  of  nuts.  A  general  effort 
is  being  made  to  revive  this  industry  which  was  formerly  the  source 
of  large  income  to  the  Arabs  of  the  coast  regions. 

Wool  it  is  expected  will  soon  be  an  important  article  of  export, 
owing  to  improvement  in  the  flocks.  Improvement  of  the  native 
cattle  by  means  of  considerable  imported  stock,  is  taking  place.  Os- 
trich farming  is  meeting  with  success  Incubators  are  used  in  hatch- 
ing the  eggs. 

Kust-resisting  varieties  of  wheat  have  been  successfully  grown  in 
the  highland  districts,  and  the  outlook  is  that  a  profitable  industry 
will  spring  up  in  that  line. 

TRADE  OUTLOOK — ^ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

American  manufacturers  and  exporters  will  see  in  the  rapid  and 
peaceful  development,  under  British  rule,  of  this  extensive  East  Afri- 
can region,  good  openings  for  their  products,  and  wiU  undoubtedly 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  secure  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  sudbi 
representation  as  will  make  known  more  fully  than  heretofore  the 
merits  of  American  products. 

Slavery,  which  has  existed  in  this  part  of  Africa  from  time  imme- 
morial, was  abolished  by  an  act  of  the  legislative  council  which  went 
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into  effect  October  1,  1907.  Provision  is  made  for  compensation  of 
the  former  slaveholders  up  to  the  sum  of  100  rupees  ($32.44)  in 
case  claims  are  preferred  and  sustained  before  the  district  court 
During  the  first  six  months  after  the  law  went  into  effect  daims  of 
this  nature  to  the  amount  of  $2,190  had  been  paid. 


NTASALAND  PROTECTORATE. 

PBXPASED  in  the  BuSEAU  of  MANtTFACTXTBES  FBOM  OFFICIAL  SOURCES. 

The  territory  directly  west  and  south  of  Lake  Nyasa,  known  pre- 
vious to  1907  as  the  British  Central  Africa  Protectorate,  has  now 
received  from  the  home  Government  a  more  appropriate  designation, 
that  of  Nyasaland  Protectorate.  The  native  population  is  eSimated 
at  947,168.  There  are  also  in  the  colony  516  Asiatics  and  587  Euro- 
peans. The  completion  of  important  works  in  connection  with  the 
railway  line  released  a  considerable  number  of  native  laborers,  so  that 
the  local  supply  of  labor  has  been  abundant,  and  many  natives  have 
sought  employment  in  more  southern  British  colonies,  which  caused 
a  certain  falling  off  in  native  trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports,  not 
including  goods  in  transit,  for  the  five  years  ending  March  31,  1904- 
1908,  as  given  in  the  report  of  the  governor : 


Year  ending  March  31— 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1904 

SI,  010, 704 

1,074,022 

1,083,100 

1,182,243 

825,071 

<133,385 
236,778 
276,810 
244,627 
333,861 

1006 

1006 

1007 

1008 

Of  the  decrease  of  $357,172  in  the  value  of  the  imports  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  year  before,  $282,856  was  in  cottons,  these 
having  fallen  from  $625,769  in  1906-7  to  $342,913  m  1907-8.  Hard- 
ware decreased  from  $67,167  in  1906-7  to  $53,011  in  1907-8.  The  ex- 
ports showed  a  gain  of  $89,334  for  the  year,  coffee  gaining  $33,053 
and  tobacco  $11,436.  Coffee  heads  the  list  oi  exports,  with  a  valua- 
tion of  $79,095. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplied  $627,749  in  value  out  of  the  total 
of  $825,071  in  imports,  and  British  possessions  sent  $59,386.  Ger- 
many supplied  $56,252.  The  United  States  is  credited  with  $4,088  in 
value.  Tne  report  of  the  governor  indicates  that  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  appreciable  increase  in  imports  during  the  fiscal  year 
1908-9. 

AGRICULTURAL   PROGRESS — ^FORESTRY — GAME. 

Coffee  cultivation,  which  was  commenced  in  1894,  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  chief  agricultural  industries.  Cotton  raising  has  become 
established  on  a  paying  basis,  though  on  a  small  scale — 3,200  acres  of 
the  American  variety  and  5,500  acres  of  the  Egyptian  variety.  Some 
516  acres  were  planted  with  tea,  producing  2^  tons.  Cultivated  rub- 
ber to  the  amount  of  1,119  pounds  and  15,533  pounds  from  unculti- 
vated plants  was  exported.  Experiments  with  fiber  plants  are  being 
conducted. 
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Afforestation  has  been  undertaken  to  some  extent. 

Foreigners  desiring  to  hunt  are  required  to  tak«  out  licenses,  there 
being  three  classes,  costing,  respectively,  £25,  £4,  and  £2  (£1=$4.86). 
Among  the  animals  killed  in  the  fiscal  year  1908  were  24  elephants, 
2  rhinoceroses,  31  hippopotami,  12  lions,  19  leopards,  etc 


UGANDA  PBOTECTOBATB. 

Pbcpabid  nr  the  Bubbau  or  Makxtfactuies  Faoic  OmoiAL  Soubcm. 

Uganda,  under  British  rule,  with  an  area  of  some  86,000  s<](uare 
miles  and  a  population  of  about  4,000,000,  was  in  a  peaceful  condition 
in  1907,  and  showed  prosperity  in  trade  and  industries.  During  the 
five  years  ending  with  March,  1907,  both  imports  and  exports  diowed 
a  steady  growth,  the  total  volume  of  trade  having  nearly  quadrupled. 
The  figures  are  as  f oUows : 


Imports. 

E^orts.         ToUL 

1 

1903 

1102,541 
6^078 
007,  S55 

1,0631224 

0140, 7M 
210,010 
203,829 
407,130 
564,510 

787,007 

1004 

1005 

001,184 
1,248,118 

1006 

1007 

l.M7,748 

The  United  States  furnished  of  the  imports  the  following-named 
values  during  the  successive  years  of  this  period:  $46,061,  $93,451, 
$105,869,  $163,597,  and  $220,973.  Germany  ranks  next  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  the  value  of  merchandise  furnished.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  five-year  period  mentioned  Germany's  share  of  this  import 
trade  was  but  little  over  two-thirds  that  of  tne  United  States,  behind 
which  it  remained  until  the  last  year,  when  it  suddenly  more  than 
trebled,  thus  becoming  nearly  <Hie-fourth  greater  in  volume  than  that 
of  this  country. 

The  chief  articles  of  import  in  which  the  United  States  has  a 
part  are:  Yams  and  textile  fabrics,  provisions,  wines  and  spirits, 
machinery,  hardware,  oils,  iron  and  steel,  flour,  paper,  ohemioals  and 
drugs,  leather,  glassware,  etc.  Certain  unbleachea  cotton  goods,  lo- 
cally known  as  ^Americani,''  enjoy  a  good  reputation,  and  sales  have 
been  increasing  for  a  number  of  years.  The  last  year's  imports  were 
more  than  double  those  of  three  years  before,  the  number  of  yards 
reaching2,566,843  in  1906-7.  The  popularity  of  tiiis  American  artkde 
has  led  British,  Italian,  and  East  Inaian  manufacturers  to  imitate  it 
The  British  imitation  lost  ground  during  the  last  year,  and  the  East 
Indian  has  declined  in  favor  very  rapidly  during  three  successive  years 
until  its  imports  amount  to  little.  The  Italian  manufacture  seems 
to  be  gaining.  The  total  imports  of  ^^Americani "  from  these  three 
countries  during  1906-7  were  145,617  yards.  The  valuation  given 
in  the  Uganda  customs  report  for  this  class  of  goods,  including  the 
imports  from  the  United  States,  was  $217,966  fcwr  the  fiscal  year 
1906-7. 

The  chief  exports,  with  values  for  the  fiscal  year  1906-7  were  as 
follows:  Goatskins,  $165,334;  ivory,  $118,407;  cotton,  $55,582;  chil- 
lies, $52,247;  rubber,  $47,492;  hides,  $47,117;  cattle,  ^,464. 
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AGBICULTUSAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

Cotton  growing  is  referred  to  in  the  annual  report  of  the  govem(»r 
as  follows : 

The  prediction  of  cotton  production  becoming  the  national  industry  is  being 
fulfilled,  and  the  cotton  fields  are  so  extending  as  to  call  for  organixed  depart- 
mental machinery  to  guide  the  industry.  The  exports  rose  from  43  tons  in 
1905-6  to  175  tons  in  190&-7,  but  this  has  not  represaited  the  increase  in  trade^ 
some  hundreds  of  tons  of  unginned  cotton  being  in  store  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
*  *  *  Ck>tton  has  made  its  mark  upon  the  country  as  its  principal  industry, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  population,  within  easy  access  of  shilling,  will  be  occupied 
by  it  to  an  extent  indeed  that  makes  it  appear  as  if  attention  to  other  products 
will  be  given  merely  as  a  distraction. 

Experiments  with  cocoa  have  been  successful,  though  as  yet  it  does 
not  appear  among  the  list  of  ezi>orts.  Ground  nuts  and  sem-sem 
are  oil-producing  crops  whose  cultivation  is  increasing.  Coffee  pro- 
ducti(Hi  increases  slowly,  although  the  quality  is  excellent  and  the 
local  market  good.  Bubber  planting  on  a  commercial  scale  is  being 
extended. 

Under  the  head  of  came  return^  the  report  of  the  governor  states 
that  99  elephants,  22  hippopotami,  1  lion,  7  rhinoceroses,  etc.,  were 
killed  during  the  year,  ^le^ing  sickness,  caused  by  the  bites  of  a  fly, 
has  been  combated  by  the  Government  with  encouraging  results. 


POBTUGUESB  BAST  AFEICA. 

By  CONSTTL  W.  STANLET  HOLLIS,  LOUSENgo  BlABQUEZ. 

The  province  of  Mozambi(}ue  has  a  poi)ulation  of  2,650,000,  of 
which  less  than  10,000  are  white,  and  of  which  from  40,000  to  50,000 
are  Asiatics,  or  of  Asiatic  descent.  Practically  all  of  the  Asiatics  are 
from  Portuguese  or  British  India.  The  government  of  the  province 
is  vested  in  a  governor-general,  appointed  by  the  Portuguese  Crown, 
and  a  government  council,  composed  partl;^  of  chiefs  oi  departments 
who  are  nominated  by  the  Government  at  Lisbon  and  partly  of  elected 
members.  This  representative  system  of  government  came  into  effect 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1908. 

Almost  independent  of  the  government  of  the  province  are  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  two  Portuguese  chartered  companies,  the  Nyassa  Com- 
pany with  control  over  the  district  of  Cabo  Delgado,  and  the  Mozam- 
bique Company  with  control  over  the  districts  of  Manica  and  Sofala. 
The  Zambezi  Companv  has  extensive  mineral  and  other  concessions 
in  the  districts  of  Quelimane  and  Tete.  The  Mozambique  and 
Nyassa  companies  have  separate  and  independent  customs  qrstems 
and  tariffs,  and  these  undoubtedly  place  a  check  upon  trade  between 
Lourengo  Marquez,  the  capital  and  chief  seaport  of  the  entire  prov- 
ince, and  the  other  districts.  Furthermore,  the  customs  tariff  in 
force  at  Louren^o  Marquez  is  quite  different  from  those  in  force  in 
Tnhambane  and  Mozambique  and  in  Zambezia. 

AGRICULTCTRAL  PK0DUCT8  OF  MOZAMBIQUE. 

The  Province  of  Mossambique  is  essentially  an  agricidtural  country, 
although  there  is  considerable  mineral  development  in  the  districts 
of  Tete  and  Manica,  where  gold,  copper,  coal,  and  iron  exist  in  large 


Digitized  by 


Google 


768  GOMMEBCIAL  BEIATIONS. 

quantities,  and  where  there  is  ahready  considerable  Tnining  for  gold 
going  on.  The  many  river  vaDeys  in  the  province,  which  for  cen- 
turies have  been  enriched  by  the  washings  from  the  table-lands  of  the 
interior,  contain  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  the  ridiest  soil, 
on  which  great  varieties  of  tropical  and  semitropical  products  can  be 
grown ;  and  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  which  are  dryer  and  more 
sandy,  are,  in  many  places,  admirably  adapted  to  the  growing  of  fiber- 
producing  plants  and  oil  seeds. 

The  growth  of  the  agricultural  industries  here  has  been  very  slow, 
owing  Drincipally  to  the  fact  that  all  experimental  work  has  hereto- 
fore fallen  upon  the  agriculturists  themselves;  but  its  development 
should  be  more  rapid  now,  as  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  governor- 
^neral,  under  the  new  constitution  giving  this  province  representa- 
tive government,  was  to  organize  a  department  of  agriculture  and  to 
place  at  its  head  an  expert  American  scientist. 

The  principal  agriculturalproducts  of  the  province  may  be  grouped 
under  the  f oUowing  heads :  Oil  seeds  and  nuts,  includii^  copra ;  com, 
kafir  com,  and  alfied  cereals;  fibers  (cotton,  sisal,  coir,  eta) ;  cane 
sugar;  rubber;  coffee;  citrus  fruits;  bananas  and  pineapples;  alfalfa; 
and  barks  for  tanning. 

VEGETABLE  OUS. 

The  oil  seeds — peanuts,  sesame,  and  gingelly — ^are  raised  mostly  in 
the  northern  districts  and  in  Inhambane,  and  their  production  is 
almost  entirelj^  in  the  hands  of  the  natives,  who  only  raise  just  enough 
to  pay  for  their  inmiediate  wants,  which  they  supply  by  barter  with 
the  small  traders,  almost  all  of  whom  are  East  Incuans.  Castor-oil 
beans  can  be  found  CTOwing  wild  throughout  the  province,  but  very 
few  are  marketed.  The  mafurera,  whidi  grows  like  a  small  horse- 
chestnut,  with  several  seeds,  or  nuts,  inside  a  pod,  is  also  a  native  of 
this  province,  growing  wild  in  great  profusion  in  the  Inhambane  and 
Lourengo  Marquez  districts,  and  from  these  seeds,  or  nuts,  a  very  fine 
oil  can  be  obtained.  Copra  can  not  be  grown  profitably  south  of 
Sof ala ;  but  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  province,  and  especially  in 
Zambezia,  where  over  $10,000,000  has  latmy  been  invested  in  cocoa- 
nut,  sugar,  and  fiber  plantations,  it  promises  to  become  a  most  im- 
portant article  of  export.  Millions  of  cocoanut  palms  have  matured, 
or  are  maturing,  in  Zambezia,  and  on  many  estates  the  best  nuts  from 
the  mature  trees  are  used  for  purposes  of  propagation,  and  the  poorer 
nuts  are  eaten  by  the  natives. 

Some  3,300  tons  of  copra  were  exported  from  Quelimane  during  the 
year  1906,  but  when  the  large  proaucers  be^n  exporting  their  crops, 
which  will  mature  in  the  next  year  or  two,  from  SM),000  to  80,000  tons 
per  annum  should  be  shipped. 

FIBER  PLANTS  AND  SUGAR  GANE. 

In  Zambezia  several  millions  of  sisal  a^ves  are  maturing,  and  in 
two  or  three  years  the  export  of  fiber  will  be^in  from  Quelimane. 
None  of  the  fiber  planters,  as  far  as  ascertainable,  has  yet  installed 
any  fiber-cleaning  machinery;  and  I  understand  that  before  any  such 
machinery  is  purchased  a  committee  representing  the  sisal  growers 
intends  to  visit  Yucatan  and  decide,  by  personal  investigation,  as  to 
the  best  type  of  machinery  for  this  purpose.  [The  address  of  a  per- 
son through  whom  American  manufacturers  of  fiber  machinery  can 
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correspond  with  the  Zambezia  planters  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Manufactures.] 

Coir  fiber  is  a  by-product  of  the  copra  industry,  and  increases  as  the 
production  of  the  latter  increases. 

Cotton  is  being  experimented  with  on  a  large  scale  in  Zambezia  and 
in  British  Nyassaland,  adjoining,  one  of  the  large  Zambezia  com- 
panies having  engaged  the  services  of  an  Egyptian  cotton  expert.  If 
the  planting  of  cotton  can  be  so  timed  that  it  will  mature  during  the 
dry  season,  it  is  presumed  that  it  will  also  develop  into  a  profitable 
industry.  Cotton  grows  wild  all  over  the  province,  but  as  the  wild 
cotton  matures  during  the  rainy  season  the  fiber  rots  and  the  seeds 
quickly  germinate  in  the  heat  and  moisture,  which  make  both  useless 
as  articles  of  commerce. 

Cane  sugar  is  produced  both  in  Zambezia  and  in  Inhambane,  but 
the  profits  from  tnis  industry  are  at  present  small,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  sale  for  the  molasses,  which  has  to  be  thrown  away, 
and  thus  becomes  a  total  loss.  If  all  of  this  waste  molasses  and  if  all 
of  the  native  fruits  that  are  otherwise  wasted  could  be  converted  into 
denatured  alcohol,  the  producers  would  find  a  ready  market  for  it  in 
South  Africa  for  use  as  motor  spirit  and  for  lighting  and  heating, 
as  well  as  for  mixing  with  paints  and  varnishes.  The  governor- 
general  of  Mozambique  has  recommended  to  the  Lisbon  Government 
for  its  approval  some  draft  regulations  based  upon  the  American 
denatured  alcohol  act  and  regulations,  and  hopes  that  consent  will 
be  given  to  these  measures  which,  if  allowed  and  promulgated,  will 
to  a  very  great  degree  promote  the  material  prosperity  of  this 
province. 

GRAINS,  BUBBER,  COFFEE,  FRUITS,   ETC. 

Corn,  kafir  corn,  and  similar  grains  are  grown  all  over  the  province, 
but  during  exceptionally  dry  seasons  these  crops  sometimes  fail,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  import  corn.  With  improved  seed  and  improved 
methods  of  cultivation,  the  com  crop  of  this  province  should  not 
only  be  suflScient  fully  to  meet  the  home  demana,  but  should  leave  a 
substantial  surplus  for  export. 

Kice  is  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Zambezia,  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  province.  Here  in  Lou- 
renqo  Marquez,  for  mstance,  out  of  a  total  importation  last  year  for 
local  consumption,  valued  at  $175,000,  six-sevenths  were  imported 
from  India.  The  Province  of  Mozambique  abounds  in  native  rubber 
plants,  principally  landolphias,  and  the  rubber  is  ^nerally  collected 
by  natives  for  their  own  account,  with  the  exception  of  the  rubber 
collected  in  the  territories  of  the  Portuguese  chartered  companies. 
During  the  year  1906,  440  tons  of  native  rubber  were  exportea  from 
the  ports  in  the  Mozambique  customs  administration  (LourenQO 
Marquez,  Inhambane,  Chinde,  Quelimane,  and  Mozambique) ;  nearly 
100  tons  were  exported  by  the  Nyassa  Company  and  80  tons  by 
the  Mozambique  Company.  As  there  is  little  money  to  be  made  by 
white  men  in  the  exploitation  of  native  rubber,  more  attention  has 
been  paid  by  them  to  the  systematic  cultivation  of  rubber-producing 
trees. 

Coffee  of  a  fine  quality  can  be  found  growing  wild  in  many  parts 
of  the  province,  from  Inhambane  to  Ibo,  but  little  is  marketed.  In 
Lourengo  Marquez  the  Inhambane  coffee  can  be  sold  at  a  higher  price 
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than  that  imported  from  Brazil  via  Hamburg.  Citrus  fruits  and 
bananas  and  pineapples  ripen  much  earlier  here  than  in  other  parts 
of  South  Africa,  and  can  therefore  be  marketed  at  times  when  the 
markets  of  the  large  centers  are  quite  bare  of  these  varieties,  and  the 
demand  and  prices  in  consequence  are  good.  South  Africa,  as  a 
whole,  is  coming  to  the  fore  as  a  fruit-exporting  coimtry,  and  this 
province  is  expecting  to  share  in  this  export  trade. 

Alfalfa  growing  is  in  a  more  or  less  experimental  stage,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  as  to  its  eventually  taking  its  place  as  an  important 
product  as  food  for  cattle  and  ostriches. 

Mangrove  bark  has  been  exported  from  all  parts  of  this  province, 
considerable  quantities  going  to  the  United  States;  but  this  industry 
has  experienced  many  vicissitudes,  and  it  is  not  yet  on  a  firm  basis. 
Experiments  in  the  growing  of  wattle  trees  that  produce  an  excellent 
tan  bark  are  now  being  made,  and  the  young  trees  seem  to  be  healthy 
and  vigorous. 

CATTLE,  HORSES,  OSTRICHES,  AND  FISH. 

Until  about  twelve  years  ago,  the  Lourengo  Marquez  and  Gaza  dis- 
tricts of  this  province  were  very  rich  in  cattle,  but  a  succession  of 
cattle  diseases  more  than  decimated  the  herds,  and  in  many  localities 
the  cattle  were  all  killed.  As  these  cattle  diseases  are  caused  by  the 
bites  of  insects,  it  is  now  realized  by  the  government  that  they  are 
preventable,  and  it  has,  in  consequence,  instituted  a  veterinary  bureau 
and  an  entomological  bureau,  both  under  the  control  of  skilled  scien- 
tists (the  former  a  Scotchman  and  the  latteran  American),  as  ad- 
juncts to  its  department  of  agriculture,  for  the  study  of  cattle  diseases, 
and  for  their  extermination  or  control.  By  adopting  well-known 
precautionary  measures,  the  greater  part  of  the  province  can  be  made 
clean  of  cattle  diseases  and  fit  for  their  breeding.  This  will  then 
become  a  large  industry,  as  the  natural  grass  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  province  is  an  excellent  food  for  all  kinds  of  live  stock.  Goats 
and  pigs,  although  thriving  fairly  well,  have  been  raised  in  only  a 
desultory  sort  of  a  way  by  the  natives,  many  of  whom  still  continue 
to  use  goatskins  as  their  principal  raiment. 

The  country  drained  by  the  Limpopo  Kiver  is  the  natural  home  of 
the  South  African  ostrich,  great  numbers  of  these  valuable  birds 
being  found  in  that  region.  The  government  has  forbidden,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  destruction  of  wild  ostriches,  or  of  their  eggs, 
although  facilities  are  given  to  those  who  wish  to  capture  young 
ostriches  for  purposes  of  domestication.  Some  ostriches  that  1  have 
seen,  which  were  captured  when  small  and  are  now  full  grown,  looked 
remarkably  strong  and  healthy,  and  were,  moreover,  quite  tame.  A 
certain  style  of  American  woven-wire  fencing  is  an  ideal  material 
for  inclosing  ostrich  kraals,  and  almost  100  miles  of  this  fencing  have 
been  ordered  from  here  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Horses  do  not  do  well  in  this  province,  and  no  one  attempts  to 
raise  them,  or  to  raise  donkeys  or  mules. 

Fishing,  for  the  local  markets  only,  is  carried  on  all  along  the 
Mozambique  coast;  but  hardly  any  fishing  for  the  export  trade  is 
done,  although  small  quantities  of  trepang,  pearl,  and  mother-of- 
pearl,  and  tortoise  shell  are  exported  from  the  northern  districts. 

Practically  all  of  the  Transvaal's  exports  of  agricultural  products 
and  of  base  metals  now  pass  through  the  port  of  Lourengo  Marquez. 
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IMPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES  OF  ORIGIN. 


As  the  greater  part  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  come  to 
this  country  in  British  and  German  vessels,  the  statistics  given  in  the 
following  table  are  particularly  interesting,  as  they  show  the  number 
of  vessels  arriving  in  1907  from  the  principal  foreign  countries  irre- 
spective of  jflag  of  vessels  and  the  tons  of  cargo  brought  therefrom : 


Countries. 


I        Steamers. 


^^-  I   cargo. 


Sailing  vessels. 


Num-      /->«..»« 


Arrived  f  rom— 

UnitedStates 22  " 

England  and  colonies 251  , 

France  and  Madagascar '  15 

Germany 38 

Portugal 12  I 

Sweden I  5 

Total  from  all  countries 476 

Cleared  for—                                                       i  ' 

UnitedStates '  1  I 

England  and  colonies '  152  , 

France  and  Madagascar 13 

Qermanv 33 

Portugal 12 

Total  to  all  countries I  371 


Tons. 

30,143 

144,918 

1,129 

46,670 
9,271 
4,047 


Tons. 

9,995 

11,868 

6 

3,468 


II        1,136 


257,830 


182 

26,987 

1,745 

1,498 

7,470 


38 


37,825 


543 

49 

1 


75,643  I 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


28 
264- 

41  I 
12! 


Cargo. 


Tofu. 
40,102 
156,786 
1,135 
50,138 
9,271 
5,183 


514  I      295,619 


3 

725 

156 

27,036 

14 

1,746 

33 

1,496 

12 

7,470 

388  I       77,854 


From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  only  three  nationali- 
ties contributed  over  10,000  tons  of  cargo  to  the  imports  of  Lourengo 
Marquez  during  the  year  1907,  England  and  colonies  leading  with 
156,786  tons,  Germany  coming  next  with  50,138  tons,  and  the  United 
States  being  a  close  third  with  40,102  tons.  The  average  value  of 
the  imports  from  England  and  colonies  was  $89.05  per  ton,  from 
Germany  $79.12  per  ton,  and  from  the  United  States  $61.75  per  ton. 
The  lower  average  values  from  Germany  were  caused  by  the  pres- 
ence in  its  exports  of  large  quantities  of  cement,  which  is  very  cheap, 
and  the  lower  average  from  the  United  States  by  the  large  quanti- 
ties of  lumber  and  possibly  of  petroleum  products. 

ANALYSIS  OF  IMPORTS. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  imports  for  local  consumption  at 
Louren(;;o  Marquez  during  the  year  1907  shows  on  analysis,  beginning 
with  the  article  of  greatest  value  in  imports  and  running  down  the 
list  in  respective  sequence  of  values,  the  following  results : 

Cotton  cloth,  dyed,  bleached,  and  printed,  $809,069,  practically  all 
of  which  came  from  England  and  the  Continent  (a  large  part  being 
reexports  from  Lisbon),  the  American  share  being  valued  at  only 
$1,360;  wine,  mostly  very  cheap  Portuguese  red  and  white  wine,  for 
the  kafir  trade,  $784,732;  textiles,  other  than  cotton,  $376,329;  rice, 
$175,155,  nearly  all  from  British  India;  iron  manufactures,  n.  o.  s., 
$107,852,  of  which  England  supplied  the  greater  partj  $47,815,  the 
United  States  being  credited  with  but  $4,146;  live  animals,  mostly 
live  oxen  from  Madagascar,  $94,599;  wheat  flour,  $87,849,  of  which 
the  share  of  the  United  States  was  $38,997,  and  that  of  Australia 
$48,359.  Australia  gets  the  larger  share  of  this  trade  for  the  reason 
that  the  freight  rates  from  that  country  to  this  coast  have  been  con- 
siderably lower  than  those  from  New  York. 
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Wood,  timber,  and  lumber,  $74,027,  as  compared  with  $130,789  in 
1906,  the  Baltic  countries  supplying  about  75  per  cent  and  the  United 
States  the  rest.  This  great  falling  off  was  caused  by  the  almost 
total  stoppage  of  building  operations,  on  account  of  the  money 
stringency  and  general  hard  times  prevailing  all  over  the  country 
during  the  past  year.  Cement,  $72,011,  of  which  the  share  of  Ger- 
many was  $40,000.  Sewing  machines  and  typewriters,  $66,403,  the 
amount  credited  to  the  United  States  being  but  $4,794,  while  $44,178 
is  credited  to  England.  It  is  probable  that  many  American  machines 
were  invoiced  through  English  agencies.  Boots  and  shoes,  $56,877, 
the  share  of  the  United  States  being  $2,155;  canned  milk,  $50,706, 
Germany's  share  being  $23,886,  against  $1,166  from  the  United  States ; 
hardware,  $44,352,  England  leading  with  $17,029,  and  the  United 
States  with  only  $343. 

There  are  no  American  agents  or  importers  of  hardware  here,  and 
the  trade  in  this  line  is  largely  controlled  by  two  large  English  firms. 
Corrugated  galvanized  iron,  $37,237,  nearly  all  from  England,  onlj 
$5  worth  from  the  United  States.  Practically  all  the  roofs  in  this 
country  are  made  of  this  corrugated  galvanized  iron. 

IMPORTS  OF  AMERICAN  CANNED  MEAT  DECREASE. 

The  American  trade  in  canned  meats  is  steadily  decreasing,  the 
imports  thereof  in  1905,  1906,  and  1907  being  $45',000,  $11,368,  and 
$4,358,  respectively.  Of  the  total  imports  in  1907,  $36,142,  the  im- 
ports from  Portugal  were  $21,000.  On  account  of  the  monopoly 
granted  to  a  Portuguese  company  for  the  sale  of  tobacco,  most  of  the 
tobacco  imported  comes  from  Portugal,. the  imports  last  year  amoimt- 
inff  to  $35,002 ;  of  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  $27,408,  a  little  le^  than 
half  coming  from  England,  and  $395  worth  from  the  United  States. 
Lard,  $22,398,  Portugal's  share  being  $18,173,  and  that  of  the  United 
States,  $3,510.  A  pure  lard  is  imported  from  Portugal,  and  "lard 
compound "  from  the  United  States.  Medicines,  $20,601 ;  France 
leading  with  $5,502,  and  the  United  States,  $462.  Medicines  in 
bulk,  for  dispensing,  are  generally  imported  from  Europe,  while  the 
imports  from  the  United  States  consist  of  special  articles  and  prepa- 
rations that  have  not  yet  been  generallv  adopted  by  the  medical  fra- 
ternity here.  Furniture  valued  at  about  $40,000  in  1906  fell  to 
$20,137  in  1907,  of  which  the  American  share  was  $5,644  and  Eng- 
land's, $6,358.  Kerosene  oil,  $19,726,  of  which  the  United  States 
supplied  $15,112,  and  Sumatra,  $3,762.  Paper,  n.  o.  s.,  $17,405 ;  Eng- 
land leading  with  $6,671,  the  United  States  with  but  $403  to  its 
credit.  Paints,  $16,883 ;  England  leading  with  $8,678,  the  share  of 
the  United  States  being  $482.  Canvas,  in  the  roll  and  manufac- 
tured, $15,860;  England^s  share  being  $7,430,  and  that  of  the  United 
States,  $1,983.  Chemicals,  n.  o.  s.,  $15,386;  Grermany  leading  with 
$5,427,  the  United  States  following  with  $324. 

The  import  trade  of  the  other  ports  of  this  province  is  very  much 
similar  to  that  of  Louren^o  Marquez,  only  as  one  goes  north  he  finds 
a  falling  off  in  the  wine  trade  and  increases  in  the  cotton-goods  trade. 

GERMAN  VERSUS  BRITISH  SHIPPING  IN   APRICAN   WATERS. 

Nineteen  years  ago  the  whole  trade  of  all  of  this  great  extent  of 
coapt  was  controlled  by  British  steamship  lines,  with  the  exception  of 
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a  small  share  held  by  the  then  Portuguese  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
but  to-day,  with  the  exception  of  the  trade  held  by  the  present  Portu- 
guese Steamship  Line,  the  German  line  controls  the  trade  on  this  coast 
from  this  port  northward  and  gets  a  good  and  ever-increasing  share 
of  the  trade  of  the  ports  to  the  south  between  here  and  Cape  Town. 
In  this  the  German  steamship  line  has  been  consistently  supported  by 
the  Imperial  German  Government,  which  has  granted  it  sufficient 
yearly  subsidies  to  enable  it  to  make  its  way  forward  without  loss  to 
its  shareholders  and  to  compete  on  this  coast  with  the  British  South 
African  shipping  ring. 

In  striking  contrast  with  this  record  of  European  shipping  is  the 
insignificant  figure  cut  by  American  shipping.  When  considering 
this  matter  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  althouffh  Great  Britain  has 
the  lion's  share  of  the  whole  South  African  trade,  the  United  States 
and  Germany  nearly  tie  for  second  place.  During  the  past  year  only 
one  American  vessel,  bringing  1,718  tons  of  American  cargo,  arrived 
at  this  port  from  the  United  States.  Practically  all  of  our  exports 
to  South  and  south  East  Africa  were  carried  in  foreign  vessels. 
About  twice  a  month  during  1907  a  steamer  arrived  here  from  New 
York  with  general  cargo,  but  only  one  steamer  returned  to  the  United 
States  direct  from  this  port  with  cargo,  all  the  other  steamers  having 
gone  to  the  eastward  for  return  cargoes.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  regretted 
that  there  is  not  a  regular  freight  and  passenger  line,  preferably 
under  the  American  flag,  running  steamers  between  New  York  and 
this  coast.  The  passenger  wishing  to  proceed  from  New  York  to 
South  or  East  Africa  must  first  go  to  either  England  or  the  Conti- 
nent and  from  some  English  or  Continental  port  embark  upon  the 
Eassenger  steamer  that  will  bring  him  to  this  country.  He  will  thus 
e  obliged  to  make  two  ocean  voyages.  For  this  reason  very  few 
American  business  men  visit  this  country,  and  fewer  South  African 
business  men  visit  the  United  States,  and  m  consequence  these  business 
men  miss  making  many  acquaintances  that  would  be  invaluable  in  a 
business  way.  This  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  extension  of  American 
trade  in  this  country.  With  the  exception  of  the  Standard  Oil  agency 
(which  is  in  charge  of  Englishmen^  there  is  not,  throughout  the 
entire  length  and  breadth  of  the  Province  of  Mozambique,  one  Ameri- 
can agency  for  the  sale  of  American  goods. 

The  Mozambique  Government,  itself,  is  a  large  importer  of  many 
articles  that  could  be  supplied  by  the  United  States,  but  as  prac- 
tically all  such  supplies  must  be  "tendered  for,  and  as  there  are  no 
American  agencies  here  to  look  after  the  bidding  for  such  contracts, 
we  do  not  get  much  of  the  business. 

RAILWAYS   AND   RAILWAy  BUILDING. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  of  this  province  to  raise  a 
loan  of  $2,000^000  for  the  following  purposes:  (1)  The  purchase  of 
railway  material  for  a  short  line  or  about  60  miles  in  the  Quelimane 
district,  and  for  the  purchase  of  dredgers  for  cutting  a  channel  be- 
tween the  harbor  of  Quelimane  and  the  Zambezi  Kiver;  (2)  the 
purchase  of  railway  material  for  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway 
about  50  or  60  miles  long  in  the  Mozambique  district,  to  open  up  a 
country  which  is  rich  in  hard  woods,  and  which  is  very  good  for 
growing  oil  seeds  and  nuts;   (3)  the  purchase  of  railway  material 
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for  a  railway  line  some  60  miles  or  more  in  length  in  the  Inhambane 
district;  (4)  the  purchase  of  new  material,  locomotives,  and  rolling 
stock  for  the  present  Lourengo  Marquez  railway;  (5)  the  building 
of  a  solid  stone  and  concrete  extension,  several  hundred  yards  in 
length,  to  the  Gorjao  Wharf  at  Loureu^o  Marquez. 

AH  of  these  works  will  be  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
inspector  of  public  works  of  the  province,  who  has  his  headquar- 
ters here  in  Lourengo  Marquez. 

The  Swaziland  railway  is  now  practically  completed  to  the  Swazi- 
land frontier,  and  the  work  of  putting  in  the  permanent  steel  bridges 
upon  heavy  masonry  piers,  where  the  railway  crosses  a  number  of 
rivers,  is  now  progressing,  and  is  being  carried  out  in  a  most 
thorough  manner. 

The  Beira  railway,  although  located  in  this  province,  and  connect- 
ing the  port  of  Beira  with  Mashonaland,  is  oj>erated  by  an  outside 
corporation  called  the  Beira  and  Mashonaland  Railways,  and  having 
its  head  office  at  Umtali,  Ehodesia,  outside  of  this  consular  district. 
This  railway  is  well  built  and  managed,  and  its  traffic  is  increasing 
every  year. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  entered  at  Louren^o 
Marquez  for  local  consumption  and  in  transit  for  the  Transvaal  in 
1907: 


Countries. 


Entered  for 

Transit 

lo(»I  con- 

to the 

sumption. 

Transvaal. 

Imports 
declared 
for  reex- 
port by 
countries 
of  origin. 


United  States $124,655 


Belgium. 

United  Kingdom  and  possessions. 

France  and  possessions 

Germany  and  possessions 

IloUand  and  possessions 

Portugal 

8  weden 

Transvaal 

All  other  countries 


13&,765 

1,165,565 

144,635 

456,630 

50,318 

1,201,532 

43,509 

314,434 

365,189 


Total I    4,036,128 


$2,310,214 

326,561 

12,710,132 

101,726 

3,495,800 

202,463 

10,.801 

305,606 


540,880 


20,013,203 


$41,820 

12 

86,508 

350 

14,589 

2,880 

2,  no 

1,851 

2,128,687 

0,018 


Total 
imports 
through 
the  port. 


$2,476,5B8 

486,358 

13,062,205 

246^720 

3,966,075 

264,601 

1,215,142 

350,366 

2, 443,  on 

024,007 


2,287,802 


26^336,223 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  local  products  and 
the  reexports  according  to  destination  rrom  Lourengo  Marquez  in 
1907: 


Destination. 


Local  ex- 
ports. 


United  States -  $2,808 

United  Kingdom  and  possessions 13,022 

Germanv  and  possessions 7, 425 

Portugal  and  possessions 26, 656 

Holland  and  possessions 4,087 

Italy ,  1,773 

Transvaal 138,051 

All  other  countries 2,053 

Total 106,775 


Reexports. 


$7,451 
1,841,130 
43,048 
77,666 
15,467 


1,811 
301,320 


2,287,802 


Total. 


$10,2i:0 

1,854,152 

50,473 

104,322 

10,544 

1.773 

130,862 

304,282 


2,484,667 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  declared  for  the  United 
States  at  Beira  and  Louren^o  Marquez,  which  cover  the  province  of 
Mozambique  during  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907 : 


Articles. 

1905.       1 

1 

1906. 

1907. 

BEIBA. 

Ghrome  ore 

! 

S22,e9> 

LOUBKN^O  MABQUEZ. 

Mangrove  bark 

Personal  effects 

123,003  1 

$68,191 
SOO 

60,196 

Total 

23,003 
515 

68,691 
5,224 

91,890 

Returned  Amerumi  gwHis 

3,621 

GERMAN   EAST   AFRICA. 

Pbepabed  in  the  Bubeau  of  Manufactubes  fboh  Official  Sources. 

The  German  East  African  Protectorate  is  divided,  geographically 
and  as  r^jards  its  economic  features,  into  two  districts — ^tne  western 
interior  district,  which  reaches  eastward  to  the  watei*shed  of  the 
Tanganyika,  and  which  carries  on  trade  at  the  harbors  on  Lake  Vic- 
toria, and  the  eastern  district,  which  stretches  along  the  seacoast  the 
entire  len^h  of  the  colony  from  north  to  south.  The  latter  is  by  far 
the  more  important  because  of  its  direct  connection  with  the  outer 
world  through  its  harbors.  More  than  75  per  cent  of  the  whole 
foreign  trade  of  the  Protectorate  is  from  this  portion. 

The  chief  harbor  is  Tanga,  whence  a  short  railway  line  proceeds 
inland.  This  road  is  about  to  be  lengthened,  and  a  considerable  de- 
.velopment  of  trade  at  this  place  is  expected  to  result. 

The  exports  of  the  colony  are  brought  to  the  coast  by  means  of  two 
railway  lines,  by  caravans,  and  by  a  few  navigable  rivers.  Steamers 
of  the  German  East  African  Line  are  the  only  ones  touching  re^- 
larly  on  the  coast.  The  coastwise  trade,  as  well  as  the  trade  with 
Zanzibar,  is  chiefly  by  means  of  dhaus  (native  sailing  craft). 

Two  important  routes,  with  European  methods  of  transportation, 
lead  from  the  coast  to  the  interior  territory,  the  southern  by  river 
steamers  and  railway  from  Chinde,  and  the  northern  over  the  Uganda 
railway  and  by  the  Lake  Victoria  steamers.  The  first  of  these  is 
partly  over  Portuguese  and  partly  over  British  territory,  the  second 
wholly  over  British  territory.  The  southern  route  has  proved  un- 
reliable, so  that  the  trade  of  the  southwest  has  drifted  back,  more  or 
less,  to  the  old  system  of  packing  and  in  recent  times  even  to  the 
Uganda  railway  route.  The  northern  route  has  brought  about  in  a 
very  short  time  a  very  unexpected  development  of  the  whole  north- 
western part  of  the  colony,  even  down  to  the  great  trade  center, 
Tabora.  Great  quantities  oi  hitherto  useless  products  have  thus  been 
brought  into  trade.  Up  to  1902  Muansa,  Bukoba,  and  Shirati  were 
small  interior  trading  towns,  the  volume  of  whose  trade  was  hardly 
worth  noticing,  but  it  has  now  become  greater  than  that  of  the  chief 
coast  town,  Tanga,  after  20  years  of  German  development.  The 
exports  from  Muanza  are  now  the  largest  of  any  place  in  the  pro- 
tectorate. 
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EXPORTS  AND  GENERAL  FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  articles  of  export  with  values 
for  1906,  later  statistics  not  being  available : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Beeswax $211, 344 

Coffee ;      126,3-8 


Copal 

Copra 

Cotton 

Groundnnts 

Hides  and  skins 

Ivory , 

Live  animals.... 
Mats,  etc 


27,840 

258,468 

42,602 

97,104 

483,140 

103,054 

30,464 

10,710 


Articles. 


Value. 


Metal  wares $78,77*J 


Milk,  butter,  etc 

Rice... 

Rubber 


Sisal  fiber 

Sugar 

Timber  and  woods. 
Tobacco 


32,606 

28,064 

567,868 

29,274 

325.584 

11,900 

8,806 

6,426 


The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  increased  in  1906  $2,023,000, 
or  31  per  cent  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  coast  exports 
increased  in  value  from  $1,785,000  in  1905  to  $1,856,400  in  1906,  or 
4  per  cent  only,  while  exports  by  land  increased  from  $523,600  in 
1905  to  $761,600  in  1906.  or  45  per  cent.  The  small  increrffee  in  coast 
exports  is  variously  explained,  thought  in  part  to  be  a  result  of  the 
recent  insurrection  among  the  natives  of  the  southwestern  districts. 
The  coast  imports  were  $1,309,000  greater  in  1906  than  in  1905,  and 
those  by  land  increased  $476,000  during  the  same  period. 

Deducting  specie,  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  protectorate  in 
merchandise  increased  from  $6,307,000  in  1905  to  $7,973,000  in  1906, 
or  30  per  cent ;  the  coast  imports  increased  from  $3,451,000  to  $4,403,- 
000,  or  28  per  cent ;  and  overland  imports  from  $452,200  to  $928,200, 
or  105  per  cent. 

Deducting  finally  government  imports  (which  affect  only  the  trade 
of  the  coast),  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  protectorate  showed  an 
increase  in  1906  of  24  per  cent,  or  to  $7,425,600. 


IMPORTS. 


The  important  articles  of  import,  together  with  values,  for  1906 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  Implements 

Beer 

Brandy 

Cement 

Cotton  clothing 

Cotton  goods 

Firearms  and  ammunition 

Fish,  etc 

Flour 

Furniture 

Glass 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron,  corrugatod 

Iron,  unmanuiactured 

Hardware,  etc.  .^ 

Kerosene  oil 

Leather  goods,  miscellaneous. 

Linen,  goods  and  twist 

Meats  and  tinned  goods 

Milk,  butter,  etc 


Value. 


$79,492 
49,504 
42,  Gas 
75,922 

626,178 
,295,672 
61,166 
36,890 
69,734 
47,302 
78,5<0 
25,466 
64,022 

121,618 

608,006 
90,916 
29,7£0 
50,694 
40.460 
72.828 


Articles. 


Value. 


Machinery,  Industrial 

Machinery  used  in  transportation 

Millinery,  umbrellas,  etc 

Paints,  varnish,  etc 

Paper,  etc 

Pottery  and  porcelain 

Rice... 

Rubber 

Shoes 

Silk,  goods  and  twist 

Soaps 

Specie  (silver  and  copper) 

Sugar 

Timljcr,  etc 

Tobacco,  manufactured 

Vegetables  and  preserved  fruits 

Wares,  ordinary  metals  other  than  iron.. 

Wines;  (including  rhampigne) 

Woolens,  goods  and  yams 


$41,174 
87,108 
28,798 
20,230 
43,316 
19,040 

399,840 
79,016 
40.936 
21,658 
47,124 

566,194 
66,878 
60.928 
91,154 
34,510 
88,774 
65,450 
30,940 
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Germany  naturally  takes  the  first  place  in  the  trade  of  the  colony, 
as  the  onlj^  line  of  steamers  is  a  Gterman  line.  In  1904  the  imports 
from  Zanzibar  into  German  East  Africa  amounted  to  41.9  per  cent 
of  the  total  imports  of  the  colony;  in  1905  they  decreased  to  28.09 
per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  in  1906  to  17  per  cent.  Excluding  Ger- 
many, the  direct  trade  with  Europe  and  with  other  parts  of  Africa 
was,  in  1906, 11.5  per  cent  of  the  total  foreign  trade. 

It  is  estimated  tnat  70  to  75  per  cent  of  the  imports  are  produced  in 
Germany,  a  considerable  part  of  the  rest  being  transshipments  from 
other  countries,  including  the  United  States. 

THE  CHIEF  EXPORTS  AND  WHERE  THEY  GO. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  exports  of  raw  products  goes  to 
Germany.  This  is  particularly  true  of  rubber,  sisal  fiber,  Usambara 
coffee,  and  beeswax,  which  are  sent  to  Hamburg.  France  takes  con- 
siderable copra  ana  other  oil-producing  exports.  Both  France  and 
India  take  some  hides  and  skins,  but  the  United  States  is  the  best 
customer  for  these.  The  largest  item  of  export  is  rubber.  It  is  pro- 
cured by  the  natives  from  wild  vines  and  trees  of  the  coast  and  of 
the  whole  southern  territory  as  far  back  as  Tabora.  Planting  for 
rubber  is  increasing,  Manihot  glaziovii  being  used  for  this  purpose. 
Hides  and  skins,  going  chiefly  to  the  United  States,  form  the  second 
item  in  value  of  the  exports.  The  skins  of  goats  make  up  the  greater 
part  of  these  exports.  Sisal  fiber  is  produced  and  exported  to  the 
extent  of  about  4,500,000  pounds.  Planting  of  sisal  is  extending,  and 
the  outlook  for  it  is  favorable.  A  wild  hemp  (Sanseveria),  produc- 
ing a  fiber  similar  to  sisal,  is  being  exploited,  with  favorable  results. 
Copra  is  the  fourth  article  in  value  of  exports,  and  about  80  per  cent 
of  it  goes  to  Marseilles. 

Although  cotton  does  not  appear  as  a  large  item  in  the  exports, 
still  its  cultivation  is  being  extended,  some  large  plantations  having 
recently  been  established,  and  machinery,  even  steam  plows,  having 
been  imported  for  working  the  land. 

THE    MOST   IMPORTANT   IMPORTS. 

Cotton  goods  are  the  chief  article  of  import  in  value,  coming  largely 
from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Among  unbleached  cot- 
tons, "Americani "  are  much  in  favor,  though  they  are  imitated  ex- 
tensively in  England  and  in  British  India.  The  genuine  American 
fabric  is  distinguished  by  the  native  as  "Americano  assile  " — that  is, 
old,  genuine,  strong,  American  weave.  The  East  Indian  imitation  is 
a  cheaper,  much  poorer  article,  known  as  "Americano  gamti,"  the 
word  gamti  meaning  of  native  or  domestic  make.  A  better  imita- 
tion, known  as  "Americano  uleyiti,"  comes  from  England.  The  price 
is  also  greater  than  that  asked  for  the  looser  weave  from  East  India. 

Har(h\'are  is  the  second  imported  article  in  value  supplied  chiefly 
by  Germany,  as  is  also  the  case  with  agricultural  implements,  indus- 
trial machines,  bicycles,  wagons,  locomotives,  and  unmanufactured 
iron  and  steel. 

Trade  in  German  East  Africa  up  to  the  year  1907  has  shown  a 
healthy  growth,  the  advance  having  oeen  due  to  the  progress  in  open- 
ing up  the  country  to  European  influences. 
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ZAlfZIBAR. 

By  Consul  Abthub  Gabbels,  Zanzibab. 

The  trade  for  1907  between  Zanzibar  and  the  United  States  had 
nothing  exceptional  in  volume  or  kind  to  distinguish  it  from  that  of 
the  past  decade.  The  returns  of  the  customs  department  of  Zanzibar 
show  a  recovery  from  the  depression  of  1906  and  give  the  trade  by 
countries  for  1906  and  1907  as  follows,  the  United  States  being  the 
only  country  from  which  imports  decreased : 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

United  States 

1250,870 
671,891 
1,800,605 
217,502 
209,260 
357,686 
247,785 
38,245 
526,894 

«239,916 
966,210 
2,454,460 
454  885 
310,110 
640,635 
314,330 
51,325 
733,015 

1205,074 
537,261 
706,615 
545,048 
613,665 
755,767 
182,493 
644,810 
550,211 

$273,875 

United  Kingdom 

712,370 

British  India 

969,720 

British  T^'ftSt  A  frinft     .  ,      .                        _                      

538,190 

Qermany 

730,425 

QATman'East  Africa     .        

850,705 

Netherlands 

101,680 

Prano9               . .  -  ,,....-  ^ , r - 

696,495 

All  other  ooiin  tries 

523,900 

Total 

4,329,938 

6,164,786 

4,740,944 

5,428,360 

The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  were  cotton  goods, 
valued  at  $136,990;  petroleum,  $61,900;  and  machinerv,  $25,000.  The 
latter  covered  a  boiler  outfit  for  the  electric-light  plant  owned  and 
operated  by  an  American  company.  The  imports  from  British  India 
were  made  up  chiefly  of  rice  and  $500,000  in  specie. 

Cloves,  ivory,  and  goatskins  were,  as  usual,  the  principal  items 
exported  to  the  United  States,  aggregating  about  93.5  per  cent  of  the 
whole.  Beeswax  having  been  placed  on  the  list  of  free  imports,  about 
$38,000  was  sent  to  Zanzibar  from  the  mainland  for  reshipment, 
nearly  20  per  cent  of  the  total  going  to  the  United  States.  The  de- 
clared exports  to  the  United  States  lor  1905,  1906,  and  1907  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

Beeswax 

$7,800 

Chillies 

$26,888 

167,364 

566 

82,171 

1.280 

Cloves,  including  stems 

182,377 
3,861 
99,813 

150,441 

Household  effects 

266 

Ivory  tusks  

80,876 

Rubber                                                    

6,000 

Skins,  goat  

40,249 
226 

19,315 
736 

15,SE25 

All  other  articles                         

2,688 

Total        .              .                     

317,418 

206,102 

273,875 

LACK  OF  LABORERS. 

The  opening  to  settlement  of  British  and  (jerman  East  Africa 
tended  to  decrease  the  importance  of  Z<*nzibar  as  a  receiving  and 
distributing  point  for  the  mainland.  Efforts  are  in  progress  under 
the  direction  of  the  department  of  agriculture   of  the  Zanzibar 

f)vemment  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of  Zanzibar  and  Pemba. 
xperiments  in  planting  and  cultivation  are  under  way.    Since  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  in  1902,  the  labor  question  has  become  a  serious 
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problem.  The  islands  being  most  fertile,  the  native,  whose  wants 
are  meager,  finds  ample  sustenance  in  fish,  wild  fruits,  and  vegetables. 
In  consequence  only  a  portion  of  the  clove  and  cocoanut  crop  is  gath- 
ered, while  the  yield  is  as  ffreat  as  formerly.  For  the  same  reason 
the  care  of  the  groves  is  ne^ected  and  large  acreages  are  now  wholly 
imtended. 

The  market  for  prepared  edibles,  wearing  apparel,  and  articles  of 
comfort  and  luxury  is  limited  to  the  wants  of  a  few  hundred  Euro- 

Jeans,  whose  residence  is  only  transitory,  and  the  native  Goaneese  and 
ndian,  whose  desires,  however,  are  few  and  simple. 


MADAGASCAR. 

By  Consul  James  G.  Carter,  Tamatave. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  commercial  statistics  of  Mada- 
gascar showed  an  increase  in  both  imports  and  exports  for  1905  and 
1906,  business  failures  and  hard  times  experienced  by  many  firms 
marked  these  two  years  as  unfavorable  to  trade  expansion.'  Statistics 
for  1907  show  a  decline  of  31  per  cent  in  imports  and  over  3  per  cent 
in  exports. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  imports  into  Madagascar  for 
1906  and  1907: 


Articles. 


Anns  and  amnmnitlon. 

Barley 

Beverages: 

Beer 

Brandy 

Champagne 

Liqueurs 

Wines- 
Claret 

Sweet 

Biscuits 

Boats 

Bottles '....'..'..'..'.. 

Candles 

Chemicals 

Chocolate 

Clock  and  watches 

Clothing,  ready  made. . . 

Coal 

Coffee 

Copper,  manufactured. . 

Cotton  fabrics 

Crockery 

Cutlery 

Dairy  products: 

Butter 

Cheese 

Milk,  condens^ 

Fish 

Flour 

Fodder 

Fruits  and  seeds 

Glassware 

Goblets 

Hats,  felt 

Horses 

Household  utensils 

Ironmongery 

Leather,  manufactured . 
Linen  and  hemp  fabrics 
Locks 


1906. 


1907. 


Articles. 


1906. 


$60,072 

$13,540 

12,338 

1,441 

53,930 

36,548 

206,564 

149,515 

44,788 

31,639 

17,774 

10,607 

413,210 

372,190 

66,874 

38,630 

24,768 

16,168 

71,620 

26,208 

2,111 

6,737 

40,335 

29,929 

94,931 

71,213 

10,067 

7,331 

4,564 

4,578 

47,980 

36,355 

73,822 

87,018 

27,663 

12,879 

17,454 

12,410 

2,549,414 

1,826,225 

20,431 

89,306 

29,081 

29,942 

28,145 

11,743 

26,406 

20,892 

31,095 

28,624 

7,140 

9,643 

162,165 

111,666 

7,580 

226 

16,778 

16,481 

20,869 

16,580 

15,317 

12,945 

19,934 

11,065 

1,197 

4,806 

80,627 

65,806 

174,789 

60,499 

If'Sli 

61,154 

58,992 

61,184 

11,695 

14,701 

Matches i     $16,666 


Medicines. 
Metals: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactiu^ . . . 

Musical  instruments 

OU: 

OUve 

Petroleum 

Opium 

Paints 

Paper 

Potatoes 

Pottery 

Rice 

Salted  meats 

Semolina 

Silk  fabrics 

stone  and  cement 

Straw  goods 

Sugar 

8iru];)S  and  sweetmeats. 

Tea 

Thread 

Tobacco 

Tools 

Toys 

Umbrellas 

Vegetables: 

Canned 

Dried 

Wood: 

Manufactured— 

Furniture 

Other  articles... 

Unmanufactured — 

Timber 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 


Total 7,049,831 


14,366 

201,317 
149,905 
13,666 

33,284 
53,160 
2,641 

90,966 
61,688 
15,315 

121,719 
35,706 
14,835 
12,465 

133,730 
31,440 

100,841 
24,241 
10,124 
42,183 
60,295 
49,673 

103,362 
40,868 

16,066 
27,137 


13,086 
27,152 

86,139 
31,399 
858,099 


1907. 


$12,546 
12,362 

209,528 
126,281 
13,190 

17,26« 

73,137 

2,100 

19,611 

79,284 

24,165 

6,540 

3,634 

20,724 

9,734 

9,453 

120,838 

26,503 

64,988 

21,407 

9,403 

39,379 

46,383 

38,796 

60,904 

24,177 

13,786 
17,801 


10,227 
14,127 

28,773 
26,936 
271,417 


4,887,388 
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Imports  showing  the  greatest  decrease  are  cotton  fabrics,  flour, 
leather  manufactures,  toys,  rice,  beer,  butter,  candles,  household  uten- 
sils, and  tools.  The  articles  showing  the  largest  increase  are  petro- 
leum, coal,  and  metal  manufactures. 


DECLINE  IN  EXPORTS. 


For  the  first  nine  months  of  1907  exports  showed  an  increase  of 
$112,013,  but  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  there  was  a 
sharp  decline  in  trade  so  that  exports  for  the  entire  year  showed  a 
loss  of  $177,308,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  In  the  follow- 
ing table  are  given  the  exports  by  articles  for  1906  and  1907 : 


Artides. 

1906. 

1907.                           Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Bark 

134,736 

223,400 

5,123 

31,609 

18,330 

422,825 

6,775 

1,305,708 

2,9<Q 

103,680 

1,204,761 

3,134 

182,305 

$128,864 

187,371 

7,225 

10,848 

16,470 

310,874 

6,226 

1,540,639 

^270 

Rabannas... 

$5,804 

64,238 

1,454,824 

1,777 

26,968 

896 

91,819 

82,819 

30,555 
21,448 
114,964 

$2,425 

Bee8wa.v 

Rice 

70,940 

Cacao 

Rubber 

1,011,820 

Cloves 

Salted  meats 

891 

Coffee 

Tortoise  shell 

30,006 

Fibers: 

Turtles 

635 

R*m^. . . 

Vanilla 

192,408 

VegeUble 

Vegetables,  dried 

143,  Ul 

Gold  dust 

Ebony 

Oumoopal 

49.047 

Hats,  straw 

Timber 

15,000 

Hides: 

1,061,119 
20,914 
227,104 

1  All  other  articles 

196,123 

Large 

Total 

Small.!..!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

5,440,442 

6,263,133 

Oxen 

1 

Rubber,  which  held  the  first  place  in  the  value  of  exports  in  1906, 
and  amounted  to  $1,454,824,  an  increase  of  $520,525  over  1905,  fell  to 
third  place  in  1907,  being  exceeded  by  gold  dust  and  hides,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  latter  article  suffered  a  decline  of  $105,861  as 
compared  with  1906.  Other  articles  that  lost  heavily  in  1907  were 
raffia  fiber  and  beeswax.  Articles  of  export  showing  the  greatest 
increase  in  1907  were  gold  dust,  vanilla,  bark,  dried  vegetables,  and 
oxen.  [A  sample  of  cotton  grown  in  Madagascar  may  be  seen  at 
the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  by  those  interested.] 

TRADE  BY  PORTS. 

In  the  following  statement  is  given  a  list  of  the  open  ports  of 
Madagascar  in  the  order  of  their  commercial  importance,  with  the 
values  of  their  imports  and  exports  for  1907  : 


Ports. 


Imports.   I  Exports. 


Taraatave $1,370,153 


Dlego-Suaroz. 

Mi^unga 

Manaajaiy 

Tulear 

Andovoranto. 

Nossi  Be 

Tananarivo... 
Fort  Daunbln 
Valomandry., 
Vobemar 


983,913 

881,349 

390,484 

218, 708 

253,360 

428,028 

49,300 

60,677 

27,704 

58,201 


I 


$3,111,315 
1,485,435 
1,541,859 
682,648 
638,453 
339,540 
827, 197 
365,672 
149,879 
115,139 
298,805 


Ports. 

1 
Imports,   i 

1 

$72,695 
64,388 
23,813 
12,814 

Expoirts. 

Aoalalava 

Farafangana 

Moraodava 

Sainte  Marie 

$220,154 
134,924 
90,910 
64,888 

Ambohibe 

56.188 

Mahanoro 

Maroantsetra 

Maintirano 

1,800  1 

ioi' 

26»012 

1,768 

738 

Total 

4,887,386 

10,150,534 
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The  depressed  condition  of  the  colony's  trade  for  1907  was  by  no 
means  lightened  by  the  operations  of  1908.  The  official  figures  for 
the  first  four  months  of  the  latter  year  show  a  decrease  of  $3,036  in 
imports  and  $82,439  in  exports,  making  a  total  trade  decrease  of 
$85,474.  Textile  fabrics,  which  showed  a  24  per  cent  decrease  in 
1907,  decreased  25  per  cent  during  the  first  four  months  of  1908. 
Rubber,  which  showed  a  30  per  cent  export  decrease  in  1907,  decreased 
about  50  per  cent  during  the  first  four  months  of  1908. 

Of  the  total  trade  of  Madagascar  in  1907,  France  and  her  colonies 
controlled  80.4  per  cent,  Germany  7.98  per  cent,  the  United  Kingdom 
3.21  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  less  than  one-half  of  1  per  cent. 
Before  French  occupation  of  Madagascar  the  United  States  cotton 
imports  were  about  $500,000  annually.  This  item  of  import  from 
the  United  States  has  come  to  the  vanishing  point,  while  France  and 
her  colonies  furnish  $1,820,109  of  the  $1,974,113  total  value  of  woven 
fabrics. 

TBADE  WTIH  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  total  trade  between  Madagascar  and  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $46,505  during  the  year  1907,  the  imports  being  $42,479 
and  the  exports  $4,026,  while  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  year 
1906  were  $28,904,  $27,675,  and  $1,229,  respectively.  The  total  trade 
increased  $17,600,  imports  increasing  $14,803  and  exports  $2,797. 
The  imports  coming  direct  from  the  United  States  in  1906  amounted 
to  $12,615,  as  against  $24,047  during  the  year  1907,  an  increase  of 
$11,432.  These  goods  were  chiefly  petroleum  and  a  few  other  articles 
coming  out  in  petroleum  ships,  as  there  is  no  other  direct  means  of 
transportation  oetween  Madagascar  and  the  United  States.  Direct 
importations  from  the  United  States  were :  Agricultural  machinery, 
$44;  household  utensils,  chiefly  petroleum  cans,  $4,267;  lard,  $206; 
and  petroleum,  $19,510. 

Of  the  $18,431  worth  of  goods  from  the  United  States  imported 
through  other  countries  during  the  year  1907,  the  principal  articles 
were:  Canned  meats,  $1,468;  salted  beef,  pork,  hams,  lard,  etc.,  $305; 
furniture,  $204;  household  utensils,  $1,720;  manufactured  metals, 
$1,702;  agricultural  machinery,  $143;  sewing  machines,  $890;  petro- 
leum, $9,530 ;  paraffin,  residue  of  petroleum,  etc.,  $1,879 ;  timber,  $58 ; 
and  vehicles,  $174. 

The  articles  exported  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  1907,  as 
given  by  the  customs  returns,  were:  Bark,  $97;  cabinet  woods,  $714; 
large  hides,  $21 ;  small  hides,  $2,866 ;  and  straw  hats,  $328. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  declared  exports  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  at  Tamatave  for  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

Hats,  straw 

$1,572 

269 

1,968 

Hides  and  skins,  goat 

4,463 

Ebony  and  palissander  logs - 

Total 

3,799 

4,76i 

The  falling  off  in  shipments  of  straw  hats  is  due  to  the  lightness 
of  the  Malagasy  straw.  All  of  the  ebony  and  palissander  declared  at 
this  consulate  was  shipped  through  the  Comptoir  National  d'Es- 
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compte  de  Pi^ris,  and  the  local  director  states  that  the  high  freight 
and  transshipments  prove  almost  prohibitive. 

CONDITIONS  AFFECTING  ABCERICAN  TRADE. 

The  recent  increase  of  trade  with  the  United  States  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  superiority  of  the  goods  imported.  In  order  to  give 
American  goods  a  fair  chance  to  compete  with  goods  of  other  coun- 
tries there  should  be  established  in  Madagascar  an  American  business 
firm  which  would  undertake  to  represent  various  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  the  United  States.  In  exports,  ebony  and  palissander, 
cabinet  woods,  have  f oimd  a  better  market  in  the  United  States  than 
in  Europe.  Since  the  passage  of  pure- food  laws  exports  of  vanilla  to 
the  United  States  have  increased. 

Probably  the  most  serious  drawback  to  trade  with  the  United  States 
is  the  lack  of  direct  transportation  facilities.  Frequent  transdup- 
ments  expose  goods  to  increased  risks  and  delays  and  cause  additional 
expense.  A  good  trade  in  agricultural  machinery  might  be  estab- 
lished if  direct  shipments  could  be  made  to  a  local  American  firm 
which  would  undertake  to  push  the  sale  of  the  goods. 

Many  American  articles  are  imitated  by  European  manufacturers, 
while  some  American  goods  imported  indirectly  from  Europe  are 
sold  at  such  high  prices  that  their  introduction  is  greatly  retarded. 

The  recent  inauguration  of  a  parcels  post  between  Madagascar  and 
the  United  States  will  serve  as  an  impetus  to  the  promotion  of  tiude 
between  the  two  countries.  Already  the  practicability  of  the  service 
is  evident,  and  it  is  being  largely  used  by  both  importers  and  ex- 
porters. 

AGRICULTURE,  MINING,  MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS,  ETC. 

While  the  production  of  rubber,  raffia,  and  other  forest  and  fiber 
products  is  on  the  decrease,  the  outlook  tor  agriculture  is  promising. 
With  the  completion  of  the  railroad  from  Tananarive,  the  center 
of  the  rice-producing  district,  to  Tamatave,  the  cultivation  of  rice 
will  be  greatly  stimulated.  More  attention  has  recently  been  given 
to  the  production  of  coffee,  vanilla,  and  cacao,  and  the  outlook  in 
these  lines  is  encouraging. 

The  discovery  of  a  richly  productive  gold  mine  on  the  central 
east  coast  has  given  a  marked  impetus  to  gold  mining,  as  it  is  known 
that  deposits  of  the  precious  metal  exist  in  all  parts  of  the  island. 
The  interest  in  the  industry  and  the  products  of  the  mines  is  suf- 
ficient to^  demand  the  introduction  or  mining  machinery.  [Names 
of  firms  interested  in  mining  machinery  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Manufactures.] 

Concessions  nave  been  given  by  the  government  for  the  installation 
of  electric-lighting  plants  for  Tananarivo,  the  capital.,  and  Tamatave. 
The  supplies  for  these  installations  will  be  secured  from  France. 
During  1907  four  concessions  were  secured  from  the  government 
for  the  utilization  of  water  power  for  industrial  purposes.  There 
is  also  under  consideration  the  installation  in  Tamatave  of  a  sanitary 
system,  consisting  of  deep  cement  pits  and  steam-pumping  apparatus 
for  removing  at  intervals  the  refuse  f rcnn  these  pits. 
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MANUFACTURES,  LABOB,  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

For  many  years  silk  has  been  woven  in  Tananarivo,  but  recently 
a  500-ton  silk-manufacturing  machine  has  been  imported  for  a  firm 
of  that  city.    Beer  and  soap  are  manufactured  on  a  small  scale. 

The  supply  of  labor  is  not  sufficient  for  the  proper  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  island.  The  Malagazy  are  an  easy-going  people, 
whose  wants  are  satisfied  with  rice  and  tropical  fruits,  the  production 
of  which  requires  the  expenditure  of  the  mmimum  amount  of  energy. 
Undertakings  requiring  a  large  force  of  laborers  are  on  this  ac- 
count seriously  handicapped. 

The  island  has  an  area  of  227,000  square  miles,  and  only  1,748 
miles  of  public  roads,  with  239  miles  under  construction.  The  gov- 
ernment railroad  from  Tananarivo  to  the  east  coast  will  be  256  miles 
long.  Already  114  miles  are  completed  and  in  operation.  Contracts 
for  building  this  road  are  given  to  Frenchmen  only.  Those  desiring 
to  furnish  supplies  must  therefore  direct  themselves  to  the  con- 
tractors. [A  list  of  such  contractors  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Manufactures.] 

MAURITIUS. 

Pbepabed  in  the  Bxjeeau  of  Manufactures  from  Official  Sources. 

The  following  statistics,  covering  the  foreign  trade  of  Mauritius, 
are  taken  from  the  published  report  of  the  governor  for  the  year  1907. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  Mauritius  by  countries  during  the  year 
1907  were  as  follows : 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

TotaL 

United  Kingdom 

12,582,483 
5,408,371 
2,117,805 

$2,278,785 

12,097,499 

658,015 

$4,861,268 
17,505,870 
2,776,720 

Britf sh  possessions ....                                    

Foreign  rountrles      

Total 

10,106,659 
852,790 

15,035,199 
870,660 

25,143,858 
1,723,459 

JjBsa  hiiiUnn  and  specie .              •              

Net  merchandise 

9,255,809 

14,164,530 

23,420,399 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  by  principal  articles 
into  Mauritius  during  the  years  1906  and  1907 : 


Articles. 


Animals 

Apothecary  wares 

Apparel,  wearing 

Bags  and  ixwkets 

Bicycles 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Coal , 

Clocks  and  watches 

Com,  grain,  meal,  etc 

Cotton  manufactures , 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hardware  and  cutlery , 

Hats 

Leather,  and  manufactures 

of 

Machinery,  agricultural 

Machinery  and  mill  work 

Manures  and  fertilizers. 


1906. 

1907. 

$302,217 

$,.  .  08 

60,515 

a:-;,  131 

46,112 

43,S26 

411,754 

.i->4,  -322 

4,604 

4.^81 

16,427 

1M52 

565,141 

.Ai3,(J81 

4,506 

3,1)44 

3,164,220 

3,2-Jf*,<i63 

570,109 

:>ir,/223 

20,628 

is,m 

24,400 

13,f.25 

211,124 

.  3H7.V50 

499,120 

asi  ,-(69 

23,700 

2:-!  ,,714 

69,754 

71,894 

111,102 

132,106 

103,346 

157,606 

791,183 

768,202 

Articles. 


1906. 


Malt   liquors, 

spirits 

Matches 

Meat,  fresh  and  frozen 

Oils,  of  all  sorts 

Painters'  colors 

Paper,  cigarette 

Provisions,  preserved. 


wines,    and 


Soap 

Stationery 

Timber,  and  manufactures  of. 

Tobacco 

Toys 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Woolen  manufactures 

Baggage  and  postal  parcels. . . 
All  other  articles 


Total 9,397,074 


$378,202 

12,245 

42,912 

271,671 

34,258 

11,886 

577,837 

21,437 

71,329 

33,260 

347,923 

133,340 

14,196 

11,446 

51,440 

110,131 

283,599 


1907. 


$302,090 
28,890 
9,286 

343,415 
29,600 
20,829 

521,292 
21,248 

123,444 
45,685 

262,668 

138,148 
13,400 
14,196 
44,130 

120,670 

491,011 


9,265,809 
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The  exports  of  the  products  of  Mauritius  in  1907  were  valued  at 
$13,131,100,  of  which  sugar  amounted  to  $12,614,144  and  aloe  fiber  to 
$307,682,  leaving  for  all  other  products  $209,274.  The  balance, 
$1,033,430,  to  make  up  the  total  exports  as  given  in  the  statement 
showing  the  imports  and  exports  by  countries,  was  composed  of  ship- 
ping charges  and  reexports  of  foreign  goods. 

Reviewing  the  imports  by  articles,  the  governor  gives  the  following 
information  concerning  American  products  in  the  colony : 

"  In  apothecary  wares  France  leads,  followed  by  the  United  King- 
dom, Belgium,  Australia,  Germany,  and  the  United  States.  In  cabi- 
net and  upholstery  ware  the  United  States  shows  an  increase.  In 
carriages  tne  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  show  decreases, 
while  3  wagons  were  imported  from  the  United  States  agailist  nil  in 
1906.  In  clocks  and  watches  the  United  States  supplied  8  pieces  less 
than  in  1906." 

The  foregoing  are  the  only  instances  wherein  American  goods  aie 
mentioned  by  the  governor  in  his  long  review  of  imported  products. 
He  states  that  "  the  general  lesson  to  be  gathered  from  the  imports  is 
that  the  United  Kingdom  is  being  pressed  hard  by  the  competition  of 
Germany,  Belgium,  and  France.''^ 


By  CJONSUL  James  G.  Cakteb,  Tamatave,  Madaoascab. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  the  French  island  colony  Reunion  for  the 
year  1907  amounted  to  $5,494,291,  an  increase  of  $816,524  as  com- 
pared with  1906.  To  the  total  increase  the  imports  and  exports  con- 
tributed $541,804  and  $274,721,  respectively,  whereas  during  the  year 
1906  the  imports  were  $1,254,724  less  and  the  exports  $543,356  more 
than  in  1905,  the  imports  in  1907  being  still  $712,926  less  than  those 
of  1905. 

The  following  table  is  a  comparison  of  the  total  trade  of  the  colony 
for  the  years  1906  and  1907: 


Imports  and  exiMrts. 

1906. 

1907. 

Increase. 

ImxMHts -                                  - . 

12,254,947 
2,422,819 

12,796,761 
2,097,540 

$541,804 

Exjwrts 

274,721 

Totol 

4,677,766 

6,494,291 

816,625 

TRADE  LAKGELY  WITH  rRANCE. 

Of  the  imports  into  Reunion  in  1907  $2,557,074,  or  91  per  cent,  were 
drawn  from  France  and  French  colonies,  $1,621,044  coming  from 
France  and  $936,030  from  the  colonies.  Included  in  the  foregoing 
figures  are  $126,070  and  $6,537  worth  of  goods  of  foreign  origin  im- 
ported through  France  and  French  colonies,  respectively.  The  im- 
ports from  foreign  countries  in  1907  amounted  to  only  $372,393,  as 
compared  with  $533,104  for  the  year  1906,  whereas  the  imports  from 
France  and  her  colonies  increased  from  $1,701,843  in  1906  to  $2,424,467 
in  1907, 
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SOM^   IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Of  the  $2,796,751  worth  of  imports  in  1907,  $50,905  were  from  the 
United  States,  viz,  lard  and  canned  meats,  $4,282;  flour,  $6,250; 
petroleum,  $40,373.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1906 
amounted  to  $53,995,  viz,  animal  products,  $2,478;  petroleum,  $51,517. 
Thus  while  the  imports  from  the  United  States  have  fallen  off  $3,092, 
this  decrease  is  chiefly  in  petroleum,  and  an  increase  of  $810  is  shown 
in  lard  and  canned  meats,  while  $6,250  worth  of  flour  is  of  new 
introduction. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  $372,893  in  imports  from  countries 
other  than  France  and  French  colonies,  the  $50,905  (18^  per  cent) 
furnished  by  the  United  States  was  equaled  or  exceeded  only  by 
India,  the  imports  from  which  amounted  to  $94,586,  of  which  $87,650 
worth  was  composed  of  rice. 

Sugar,  vanilla,  coffee,  tobacco,  cacao,  cloves,  and  tea  were  the  chief 
exports,  amounting  to  $2,059,381,  or  76  per  cent  of  the  total  exports, 
inqluding  $25,546  m  goods  reexported.  Of  the  total  exports,  France 
and  French  colonies  took  $2,612,303,  or  96  per  cent. 

The  export  retoms  do  not  credit  the  United  States  with  any 
exports  from  the  colony. 

[A  list  of  merchants  engaged  in  business  in  Reunion,  transmitted 
by  Consul  Carter,  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 


SEYCHELLES. 

Pbepabed  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactubks  fbom  Official  Sources. 

The  Seychelles  group,  composed  of  some  80  small  islands  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  midway  between  India  and  Madagascar,  has  lone  con- 
stituted a  colony  under  the  British  Crown.  There  is  an  annualrain- 
fall  of  100  inches.  The  chief  products  are  tropical  in  character,  con- 
sisting of  vanilla,  cocoanuts,  cacao,  cloves  and  spices,  bananas,  etc 

The  annual  report  of  the  governor  of  the  colony  gives  its  revenue 
for  1907  as  $162,636  and  expenditures  as  $123,618.  The  population 
is  estimated  at  21,502.  For  several  years  preceding  1907  the  condi- 
tion of  the  colony  had  not  been  prosperous,  owin^  to  small  crops  of 
vanilla,  the  chief  product  exported,  and  the  low  prices  obtained  for  it. 
The  vanilla  crop  of  1907  was,  however,  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  industry,  and  the  average  price  was  $1.95  per  pound,  2^  cents 
more  than  in  1906,  the  exports  amounting  to  $323,433,  out  of  a  total 
for  all  exports  of  $723,577.  Copra  to  the  value  of  $177,179  and 
guano,  $128,356,  were  exported. ' 

The  declared  value  of  imports  was  $381,018,  comprising  foodstuffs 
valued  at  $112,691,  clothing  $92,345,  and  drinkables  $22,935.  The 
governor's  report  states  that  the  actual  expenditure  for  wine  and 
spirits,  mainly  mm,  can  not  have  been  less  than  $3.65  per  head.  Of 
the  imports,  80  per  cent  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  other 
possessions,  and  20  per  cent  from  all  other  countries. 
9108— c  R  1907— VOL  1 50 
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ST.  HELENA. 

By  CJONSUL  ROBEBT  P.  POOLEY. 

The  imports  into  St  Helena  in  1907  were  valued  at  $158,665  and 
the  exports  therefrom  at  $22,990.  The  public  revenue  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  island  during  the  year  were  $36,035  and  $40,335,  respec- 
tively. On  December  31,  1907,  the  population  of  St.  Helena  num- 
bered 3,405.  The  shipping  arrivals  in  1907  numbered  57,  of  160,665 
tons.  The  United  States  consulate  on  the  island  was  abolished  in 
1908. 

Owing  to  the  changed  condition  of  the  island,  consequent  upon  the 
withdrawal  of  the  garrison,  1907  was  not  a  prosperous  year  for 
St.  Helena,  nor  does  it  appear  at  all  likely  that  the  historic  httle  spot 
will  regain  any  of  the  lost  ground  occasioned  by  the  falling  on  in 
the  shipping  trade,  from  which  the  inhabitants  derived  their  chief 
support.  Hopes  are  entertained,  however,  that  the  New  ZiCaland  flax 
industry  will  become  a  success  in  the  island,  316  bales  having  been 
exported  to  London  since  the  opening  of  the  works  by  the  local  gov- 
ernment and  a  private  firm.  The  pillow-lace  industry  also  gives 
promise  of  becoming  a  permanent  success. 
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Venesoela,  Maracaibo,  trade 266-257 

Puerto  Cabello,  trade 256 

Veracruz,  Mexico,  trade 138 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  lumber  and  min- 
eral ou^ut 26 

trade 26 
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Voetter,  Thomas  W.  (consul,  SaltlUo, 
Mexico),  foreign  trade IM 

Wakefield,  Ernest  A.  (consul,  Ottawa,  Can- 
ada), foreign  trade 03 

Wallace,  Thomas  R.  (consul,  Jerusalem,  Tur- 
key in  Asia),  foreign  trade 60S 

Webster,  William  H.  H.  (consul,  Niagara 
FalU,  (Canada),  fbreign  trade 63 

West,  George  N.  (consul,  Sydney,  Nova  Sco- 
tia), foreign  trade  48 

Wilber,  David  F.  (consul-general,  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia),  foreign  trade 46 

Wilder,  Amos  F.  (consul-general,  Hongkong, 
China),  foreign  trade 414 

Winnipeg,  trade  of 31 

Windsor,  Canada,  trade SI-& 

Winslow,  Alfred  A.  (consul,  Valparaiso, 
Chile),  foreign  trade 303 

WoQl,  J.  William  (consular  a^ent,  Oonalves 
Agency,  Haiti),  foreign  trade 202 

Woodstock,  trade  of <6 

Wright,  Herbert  R.  (consul,  UtUa,  Hon- 
duras), foreign  trade 164 

Young,  Evan  E.  (consul,  Harput,  Turkey  in 

Asia),  foreign  trade 608 

Yukon  Territory,  fDreign  trade 01 
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